MONTHIY MIGRATION REPORT 1962

JANUARY':

The'year opened with a period of strong, ‘cold*N.E, winds, and
the wéather countinued cold for the roest of the month, causing a hard
weather moveiment of unusual extent and interest, the first signs of
which had been noted in coaStal\areas on the 27th December with the
arrival of large nuubers of Redwings, Fieldfares and Blackbirds all
along the coast-line, together with lesser nuabers of Snipe and
Skylarks. The majority of the birds were couing in from a sector
between N.N.E. and B.N.E., and the flocks contained an appreciable
nwaber of the large, grey-backed Continental race of the Song Thrush
(1Y phiiomelus). Snall, dark Song Thrushes also present seemed
to be associated with a concomitant southerly coasting movement,
suggesting a Scottish origin. '

On the lst. an Artic Redpoll was still present near St. Mary's
Island, (two having arrived the previous day), and there was. ome ca
Holy Island which had an influx of Skylarks (c. 600), Meadow Pipits
(c. #00) and Turdidae (principally Fieldfarcs and Redwings). Large
nuabers of Thrushes were also reported from the Tynemouth area. The
imaigration’ of Redwings in particular was conspicuous throughout the
nonth, although thé wmajority iioved on rapidly, and many were found
dead in coastal areas. FPFurther large flocks of Skylarks were reported
from Cresswell and Holy Island on the 5th and the 13th. One or two
si1all flocks of Bramblings (including one of c. 120 at Cresswell)
were reported during the first fortnight, wainly from the coast-line,
together with odd Siskins. On the 7th and the 10th several Mealy
Redpolls (c. f. flammiea) werce identified at Whitley Bay and Holywell
Denc. PFour or five Waxwings occurred inland during the month and 5
idooded Crows (otherwise rather scarce this winter) were reported on
the 5th' ‘and the 7th. - ' : '

Woodcock were especially numerous in coastal areas during the
early part of the wonth, the maximum being at least 35 on iHoly
Island on the lst., with 80 Cowmuon and 2 Jack Snipe. A further nove-
ment of Snipc was reported from Tyneciaouth on the 2lst., when c, 150
passed over, heading Worth. A Ruff 'secn at Bamburgh on tha 3rd. was
noted again during Pebruary and larch, and had probably wintered in
the area. Y

Despite the severe weather, the numbers of sea fowl were not
exceptional, the only dten of note being a snall southerly cyclonic
movenent of divers and Auks with freshening S.W. winds on the evening
of the 12th., followed by a return moveiient on the 13th. as the wind
veered N.,N.W. behind the depression. This moveiient also brought 2 ;
Slavonian Grebes to St, ilary's Island.

Rather more Goosanders were recorded on inland waters than usual,
and 2 Sumew appeared at Broomlee Lough on the 20ti.

FEBHRUARY ¢

With the very cold H. - N,W. winds persisting, the month opened
quietly. There was little passcrine sovenent other than the contin-
ued (though greatly diminished) Redwing imuigration. On the 3rd.
nuuboers of Crossbills were reported frow Dipton, and a Grey Phalarope
appeared ‘at Cresswell Ponds on the 4th, on which date 4 Stonechats
wore ‘seon at South Shields. A Great Grey Shrike was at Prestwick on
the 11th., but after that, Jlittle clse of interest occurred, save for
rencwed Redwing immigration (300+)‘ovor St. iiary's Island on the 26th.
and a slight increase in the numbers of Lesser Black-backed Gulls.,

The 1ost notable bird of the uonth was a ‘drake -Baldpate Wigeon
(anas amoricana), first scen -at Holywell Ponds on the “24th. which
roained in tie area until the 25th of March. -A wildfowl count held
on the 2%th indicated'that ‘in gemncral, the nuwibers of duck had
increased, roecords of particular interest being 2 White-Tronted
Geese at Grindon Lough, and another 2 Sucw,
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Severe N. - N.E. gales, particularly towards the ond of the
month, gave rise to some intercdsting niovements of sea birds - in
particular to a notable "wreck" of Fulmars. The first indications
of this were the appearance of a "blue" phasc bird off Scaton
Sluice on the 24th. followed by an interuecdiate phase¢ bird on the
25th. which lead up to the main arrival at the beginning of March.
Inland records of Littiwakes on the 17th and the 27th. provided
Turther e¢vidence of the effect of the severe weather. In addit-
ion, Glaucous Gulls, rarer than usual this winter, were reported
frou twoe localities. :

I8
3 .

MARCH ¢

A noderate fall of snow during the first few days of the menth-
brought 4 Waxwings, with a few Siskins and Goldfinches in coastal
areas. On the 5th., 4 Lapland Buntings were scen. at Killingworth,
dooded Crows were scarce, only 4 being reported., The first indic-
ation of spring passage carec on the 17th. when after a night of .
Se = BeB. winds followed by a mild and sunny worning, a Water Pipit
{as_s. spinoletta) was identificd at St, liary's Island, and the fol-
lowing day-a. female Marsh Harrier (now of aluiost annual occurrence .
in the.County) was scen at dexham: A return to anticyclonic con~-
ditions on the 25th. brought a cock Black Hedstart to Holy Island
and the ' first spring Sandwich Tern to St. lary's Island on the 26th.

The wonth.ended with mild, showery weather and a S.W, air-
streaw bringing a further sprinkling of spring nigrants - a Sand
liartin on the 28th, a,Ring Ouzel and a Tree Pipit -on the 30th. and
a Wheatear on the 31lst, At about the saue time, details weére
reeeived of 'two wintering #lackcaps, which had been present in the
County since January. ' :

Waders reported during the month included 5 Jack Snipe at
Dawburgh on the 3rd, a Flack-tailed Godwit at Seaton Sluice on the
18th. and the first 4 Comuon Sandpipofs at Wallsend Swallow Ponds
on the 24th.. - dtroi o1

The beginning of larchi brought a clearer picture of the extent
of the PFPulwmar "wreck". Representative of thé greater part of the
East Coast was the situation at-Seéaton Sluice, where 27 dead birds
along the tide line included 2 "blue" and 2 intermediate phase
birds. An intermediate bird flew North off Craster on the I3rd.
and a Mblue!" bird was “seeni-on Holy Islaend as; late, as the loth.
Early wovements of some other species occurred, with 8 Manx Shear-
waters reported on the 2nd. (nnd 3 on the Blst), a Grecat Skua on
the 4th, and a Little Gull at Wallsend Swallow FPonds on the 9rd.e
Other records of the less common gulls included 2 Iceland and a
nuwaber of records of Glaucous, probably: involving about: 5. birds.
More Sandwich Terns werc recorded on the 29th and the 31st.

A decrease in the nuwmbers of lallard and Teal became notice-
able as the month progressed, though concentrations of diving duck
reiwained Tairly constant. A pair of Great Crested Grebes returned
to a breeding locality about the wmiddle of the month,

APRIL:

There was little activity during the first weck, and it was
not until the 7th. with a light S.W. wind, that therc was any
indication of passerine umovenent, This date, however, saw a strong
passage of pipits in the Holy Island arca, with a Ring Ouzel and a
Tree Pipit at Seaton 3luice, and the first Common Tern offshore.
Another quiet spell feollowed, but with the builde-up of an anti-
cyclone over N. Scotland towards the end of the second week, the
first significant arrival of spring nigrants began. On the 13th.
a tired Corncrake was seen at Holywell, and the first Yellow Wag-
tail appeared near St. Mary's Island, followed on thne 1llhth. by
records of both Swallow and House lMartin in Coquetdale, while many
pipits were scen moving inland. The period 15th - 16th. brought
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Willow Warbler and Chiffcharff, and suall nuibers of Sand Martins. On
the 17th. with strong E.S.2. winds and disturbed frontal weather over
the Nortih Sea, there was an interesting fall of Robins (E. .
rubecula) and Golderests in coastal areas, with counts of over 4o of
each in Whitley Bay Ceiictery., This fall was of particular signif-
icance in providing one of the relatively few occurrences of cyclonic
drift to afrect the eastern seaboard in springtime. The prevailing
conditions are¢ shown in fig. 1, in which the cowmbination of clear
skies over western Burope and Scandinavia, together with easterly
winds and. neavy overcast along the East Coast resulted in iummig-
ration to virtually all coastal arecas north of the Wash, and giving

a particularly heavy fall of Robins and Dunnocks as far North as

Fair Isle (cf. Willianson, Bird ligration, Vol. 2., No. 3). Other
imwigrants supporting the continental origin of this movement
included a Black Redstart and a White Wagtail at St. liary's Island on
" the 19th. '

With the advent of anticyclonic conditions over the North Sea
on the 20th. the nain nass of suwmier migrants began to arrive. A
Ring Ouzel on the 20th. and the first Swift and Cuckoo on the 21lst.
were accoupanied by the widespread arrival of Swallows, Willow
Warblers and Yellow Wagtails. Another Black Redstart on the Farnes
on the 22nd. was followed by the first Garden Warbler and Whitethroat
at the coast on the 23rd. with a Picd Flycatcher inland, By the
evening of the 23rd. the breeze, which during the previous Tew days
had been backing steadily frou W.S.W. to Z,5.E,, was increcasing fromn
the E, bringing cloui with a little coastal fog and drizzle onn the
moriiing of tiie 24th., brought Whinchat, Redstart, Sedge Warbler and
Blackcap, all inland; and a Mecaly Redpoll at Whitley Bay. The 25th.
dawned sunny and waria inland, but a celd easterly wind sprang up off
the sea, and fog persisted in coastal areas throughout the day, which
proved to be one of alwost continuous imwmigration. On this date,
obscrvers at Holywell Pondis reported c. 200 Meadow Pipits, three
siiall parties of Yellow Wagtails, a Sedge Warbler, a Cuckoo, several
partics of Swallows and liartins, a pair of Pintail, 2 pair of
Garganecy, a Jack Snipe, 2 Green Sandpipers and c. 320 Fieldfares - all
birds, except onc of the small parties of Fieldfares that stayved to
rcost, passing through during the course of the day, The first Wood
Warbler was scen at Stannington on the 29th. and a Pied Flycatcher
and Swifts again on the 30th,.

Wader passage, in addition to those items mentioncd above, was
confined to large flocks uf Golden Plover of the Northern race _
(pe. 2. altifrons), and a few of the less coumon spring nigrants = 3
Reeves at Holywell on the 1lth., 3 Black-tailed Godwit at Newshan
(nr. Blyth) on the 22nd, and 5 at Grindon Lough on the 25th. and the
28th., with a Grecmsiaank at Thropton on the 29th. Cowion Sandpipers
were well distributed in their breeding haunts by the 21st.,, on which
date sowme Ring Plover alrcady had eggs.

Sea passage during the nonth principally involved Gannets, of
which 227 flew North at Hartley ‘on the 1lith. and 157 on the 29th.
wit,: 300+ JLf Jouluer on the 28th. These wnwovenents included relat-
ively sitall nunbers of {ittiwakes and Fuluars, but during the month:
only 3 Manx Shearwaters were recorded. 2 on the 15th. and 1 on the
29th. @ll flying Morth off ilartley. Some early Tern movemehts were
recorded, and on the 22nd. the nuubers of Sandwich Terns in the
Holy Island area had reached 170, Various reports of Glaucous and
Iceland Gulls probably referred to 3 and U4 birds respectively, all
seen in tne Tyneside area, Stiall northerly uovements of divers were
noted throughout the wonth, and the nuibers of Grebes in the North
of the County were quite high - particularly on the 7th. when 30 -
4O Slavonians were noted off Ross Links.

The decrcase in nuwibers of Teal and Mallard continued during the
iionth, accoupanicd by a rapid fall-off in the wintering population of
diving duck, notably Tufted and Pochard, about the middle of the
month., In addition to records already umentioned, 2 Gadwall and 2
more Pintail were regported. Two Barnacle Geese were seen off
St. hary's Island on the 24th. and 2 Canada Geese at Iolywell on 30th,
(one of which had been present since the 20th. ).
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Culu, atronb N P. winds rcstrlctbd rnovement until the ‘4th, when -
a darsh Harrier appeared at Gosforth Park. Several small parties of
Swifts: arr1v;d and. tJch was a2 notable increasc in: theé numbers of-
lellow Iagtalls, Whitethroats and Sedge Warblers. This influx
corresponded to .the onsct of a. pﬂrloi of calmer, warmer weather,
which brought little further imig ratlon (dpart frowm the first :
Spotted Plycatcncrs inland on the 7th ) until the 8th. when increas-
ing easterly breezes in coastal arcas with offshorce fog brought
several Greenlaid Wheatears, with a further small 1nflux of Yellow
Wagtails and Whitethroats, and large nuilbers of Swifts. A short
cyclonic. spell followed, with a return to essentially northerly winds
on the llth.?wupn the third Marsh Harrier of the spring‘(ihe largest
total for many yoars) arrived at :lolywell Ponds. A further influx of
Swifts occurred (400+ at Holywell and r>50+ at Gosforth rark) and
lesser nuubor¢ of Garden Warblers and Spotted Flycatchers were
recorded.,  On the 12th. more leucorrhoea Wheatears werce at Holywell,
where the last reported Redwings (a flock of 35) also occurred. The
following day a Reed Warbler and a Grasshopper Warbler were singing
in Gosforth Park, and a male glua headed Maptall was identified at
Wwallsend Swallow Ponds; the last 2 ficldfares we ro also reported,
from Seaton Burn.

The arrival of suuwer visitors continued, and on the 20th, at
Stag Rocks, Bawuburgh, a l“rge nurtucrly wmovenent of hirundines coni-
prising c. 400 Swallows and 650+ Martins c01n01ded w1th an arrival
of c. 45 Sedge Warblers. An acrudula 7illow Warbler was trapped in
idoelywell Dene. About this tlmc, an Osprey first appeared in
Coquetdale, and frequented the area for a weck, or wore, The' last
weck of the wonth was fairly quet, although by the end of the month
the numbers of sumier v¢51tors were just about up to the scasonal
average ~

Wader passare hough slight, was 1nterest1no. A Whinbrel was
.seen at 5t. uvary's lsland on the 13th, and the numbers of .both
Turnstones and Purple Sandpipers recached a peak about this time. A
Greenshank was reported fron Lynemouth ort ‘the 3rd. and a Wood
Sandpiper was seen at Holywell on the 27th (another species rarely
reported in the County on spring passagc)

On the 19th. an Arctic Tern was identificd at Sweethope Lough,
about 30 miles inland. Sea movement was virtually confined to two
noteworthy periods, the first on the 12th. and 13th,., with strong
N.W. winds, and the second during the R24th - 26th. with a N.I. wini,
on the 12th. 4 Manx Sheurwaters were seen off dartley, and at the
saue place next day 97 Gannets,; the last 2 Red-throated Divers, and
suall nuabers of Fulwars and Kittiwakes. On the 20th. at Stag Rocks,
there were 250 Gunuets, but thie 3 Arctic Skuas soen there on that
date were the first and only of the spring. On the 24th, 5 Manx
Shearwaters were reported off Hartiey, and therec were 9 more on the
26th. - a day when fulmars and Kittiwakes were passing at a rate of
c. 600 per hour. These birds, and all the others mentioned, were
moving North. A single Roseate Tern was reported from Stag Rocks
cn the 20th. and there were two records. of Iceland Gulls - 1 at
Ashington on the 3rd. and another at Gosforth Park on the 27th.

Two Garganey were reported from Cressweil on the 3rd. and .1
from Ashington on the 6th. 71 Scaup flew IHorth on the 13th. off
Scaton Sluice, and there were still 2 off Stag Rocks on the 20th.
Only Tufted Duck' and: Wigeon were being reported towards the end of
the month., A Whooper Swan remained at Hazelrigg until the 14th, and
the 2 Canada Geese were seen again at Iliolywell, the last report being
of a single bird there on the 20th. :

JUNE 3

The Tew 1nterost1n rocmrds for this month, included’'22
Sanderling at “oly Island onn the 9tu. a suaiering Velvet Scoter,

»
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a Pochard still present at Holywell on the 17th. and a sub-adult
Iceland Gull scen thicre on the 7th., with the sauic or another bird at:
Tynemouth on tac 30th, Sowe carly sca uaovenient was being reported
by the end of the month, with 12 lianx Shearwaters and 36 Gannets off
St. Mary's Island on the 26th. 2and 21 Manx Shearwaters flying North
in the saiie arca on tac 30tii.

Thoere was little evidence of further passerine nigration during
the month, apart frou a siaall influx of predominantly Spotted Fly-
catchers with a few Vhitethroats during the sccond week, under essen-
tially anticyclonic conuitions; the only other item of note con-
coerned a Golden Oriole that appearced at Langleceford on the 27th.

The nonth was quite a good one for the smaller breeding passer-
ines, - although a short period of heavy rain during the third weck
proved disastrous to a few broeis, By the fourth week, there was a
noticeable dispersal of juveniles of the first brood frow a number of
Sand liartin coclonics. (In this connection it is interesting to note
that:-

nJuveniles ringed in Yorkshire have been recovered in issex as
early as 17th July." (Bird Study, Vol. 10, Ho. 2, p. 135).

There was little wmovement of intercst in the passerine line untdl
the third week, when the main departurc of Sand Martins from the
breeding colonies occurred, accompanied by small scale passage rove-
nents along the main river valleys. This was followed during the-
final weck by scutherly movenonts of Swallows (27th L19GEh )" and
Swifts (28th.) and during this period odd Whoatears (principally
juveniles)‘began to make their mupearance in coastal arcas, feollowed
by a small number of phylloscopi (principally juvenile Willow
Warblers) and a fow wore Wheatears on the 30th. under conditions
suggesting overland arrival.

O

Wader passage began with a northerly novement involving c. 170
Curlew and 3 Whimbrel off Cresswell on the 1lst. and small niovericnts
of both specics (hoading Soﬁth) were recorded on several occasions
during the second half of the month, The first influx of passage
waders occurrcd about the 1llth, coinciding with a period of steady
N.N.2, winds which brought fogs and showers to the coastal regions.

On this date, 4 Hartailed Godwit were seen at Seaton Sluice, 2 Green
Sandpipers arrived, and the Tirst juvenile Turnstones were recorded,
followed on the 12th, by a juvenile Greenshank. By the 14th. Purple
Sandpipers had becn recorded at Seaton Sluice, and Bar-tailed Godwit
were present at Newton and in the Holy Island area, while on the
following day therce were 22 Knot at Cresswell, with 3 Ruff and a
possible Temninck's Stint. The passage of Curlew, Whimbrel and Corunzon
Sandpipers was prouinent during the evening of the 23rd. (a hazy,
overcast c¢vening, with light sca breezcs) in coastal areas, and again
on the 27th. (a clear night), when there appears to have beecn a
fairly widespread arrival of suall partics of Grecn Sandpipers to
several ponrs in both Northumberland and Durham. The following day,
2 juvenile Little Stints were present at 5t. liary's Island,

lortherly secabird wovenents involved Gannets (64/1% hours),
Fuliiars and Auks on the 4th/5th. when tiie first juvenile Xittiwakes
were noted at St. liary's Island. 11 Arctic Skuas were off Cresswell
on tie 8th. and a Great Skua was recorded at Seaton Sluice on the
11th., HNortherly wmovement was resuried (again under the influence of
strong H.IH.E. winws) during the 24th - 26thi. when wittiwakes, Gannets,
Fuliiars, lianx Shoarwatcrs and a fTew sea duck and Skuas were noted.

Broods of liallard, Teal, Tufted Duck, Shoveler, Shelduck and
Great Crested Grebe were successfully reared in the South East of the
County during the uonth, «nd the conditiaons continued favourable for
tiie swaller breeding passcrines.
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Perhaps the most notable event of the wmonth was the arrival of
an Osprey off tlhie mouth or the Tyne on the 14tH. under conditions
strongly suggestive of 1mu1“rat10n frowm Scandinavia.

AUGUST'

”he buglnnlng of the month cnntinued to be disappointing for

the arrival GE: paaserinos, with only a few Wainchats, Jjuvenile
Willow Warblers and hirundines filtering through, although the move-
ment of Whinchats, Willow Warblers and Spotted flycatchers was slightly
more pronounced during the 5th and 6th, with 2 backing NiN.E, wind. A
return to asterly cyclonic weather on the ‘14th., however, heralded

tho - first real fall of continental nlgrunts on the following day, when
2. 30 W1llow/chiffs, 23 Pied Flycatchers, 2 Spotted Flycatchers, 7
whitethroats, 7 Whinchats, a Coruxion Redstart and a Wood Warbler were
recorded in the St, lary's Island/Hartley area, with the first two
varities of .the autwm - a Barred Warbler and an Arctic Warble This
wovenent was noted all along the North East Coast.

Kenneth Williamson writes:-

"Though great areas of Scandinavia and eastern Burope were linked
v anticyclonic weather, with S.1. wind between southern Norway and
Shetland, the fall was well narked only ahead of a North Sea trough
associated with a depression over England."

A few more phylloscopi and odd FPied Flycatchers cccurred on the
18th. and were probably reorientating, and a nale lose=-coloured
Starling at Tynemouth during the 21st - 2Lth,. alwost certainly cade
over with the original movewncnt.  The wind thert shifted into the N.W.
bringing a fresh arrival of Whinchats (c. 30) and phylloscopi (c. 50)
to the South Nox ~tauriberland coast-line on the 24th, followed by a-
similar but suallcrfJOmeLnt on the ‘27thiy -both probably of inoular
Origin,

The nonth was chiefly reumarkable for thé large volume of wader
passage it produced. The first tiain influx occurred on the Bth/6th.
wiien 3 Spotted Redshank, 3 Green Sandpipors, 2 Wood Sandpipers, 6
Greenshanic and 2 Coinion Sandpipers arrived at Holywell Ponds, and
Spotted RedSJink Greenshank and Green Sandpipers, with odd Ruffs
were fairly generally recorded frowa most stretches of water near the
ceast-line, Tlls was followed by the arrival of, in particular,
Greenshank, Rurf ana Whimbrel associated with the passerine movenent
of the 14th - 15th. Observers noted several suall parties of Green-
shank coning in off the sea, and dpddlnb diredtly' inland, calling'‘,
Toudlys+ The main arrival of waders eias to. have taken place on the
svening of the 1li4th. followed by thc panArlne arrival early the fol-
lowing worning, thougzih soue waders were still coning in after the
passage of the front during tie afternoon of the 15th, . This appears
to have been wmore. in the nxture of a subsecquent coasting movement,
restricted by offshore haze. A later moverient on or about the 25th.
involved unusual nuubers of Wood Sandpipers, ospotted Redshank and
Greenshank, giving the largest totals of passage waders to be recor-
ded in the County for scveral years. Wood Sandpipers were particul-
arly plentiful, with parties of up to half-a-dozen being recorded
from virtually every wayside pond along the coast-1line

A warked northerly uovement of seabirds occurred on the 7th,
under the influence of force 5 N.,N.E. winds, invoelving principally.
Kittiwakes, Skuas, Herring Gulls and Fanx Shearwaters, In addition,
close views were obtained of a Cory's Shearwater flying ‘Horth close
inshore, and 2 Great Shearwaters flying South. The southerly pass-
are of Terns was marked during the 23rd - 26th., whilst in the after-
noonof .the latter day a northerly navnnent of Ganncts and Mfulmars
Adeveloped,

Breeding conditions centinued to be satisfactory during the first
half of the mnonth, and many late broods were recorded. liany pairs of
Linnets rearcd threce broods, amnd young were still in the nest during
the third weeir, when Keed Suntings were also still feeding young.
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. The influz of Pied Flycatchers to the South’ East Coast on 1st.
was not reflected in tihis scctor, showing .tiae neccessity for heavy
overcast to bring drift to tie Horth Last. These conditions were
fulfilled, on the 3rd,, however, when a siinll arrival of phylloscopi

(30), wWainchats (8); and Pied (8) and Spotted Flycatchers (3) occur-
red in the Whitley Bay/dartley area just ahead of the passage of a
front with a backing $.B. wind., The essentially southerly wind again
backed S.E., during the afternoon of the Lth: when several Meadow
Pipits, 8 = 9 Piced Flycatclicrs and, a Garden Warbler came in. They
were followed. by a umixed bag of c. 25 Zlackbirds, 2 Wheatears, 2
Tree Pipits and 2 Tree Creepers on the 6ti. and a few more Wheatears,
Blackbirds and phylloscopi on the 8th. apparently corresponding to.
rather restricted frontal disturbances. A coasting wovement of
Meadow Pipits under developing anticyclonic conditions on the 14th,
was followed the next day by another siall fall of imnigrants,
including 5 oenanthe and 1 leucorrhoa Wheatears, 6 Pied Flycatchers,
3 Spotted Fchatchors, several phylloscopi, a Comon Redstart, a
Stonechat, a Lesser Whitethroat and another Barred Warbler, most
birds coming in about nid-uworning. This, again, soouis to have been
an essentially local arrival, though under the cssentially high-
pressurce conditions that nornally produce a wore widespread arrival,
Storwy conditions. during the 16th - 19th. inhibited further iovement
until a few wmore phylloscopi and the first 2 Golderests caue in on
the 20th. followed by 4 Pied Flycatchers on the 21st, with odd
Wheatears and Redstarts, another Lesser Whitethroat, a Little
Bunting and a Wood Warbler. This uoveuent was consequent upon- the
developuent of high-pressure conditions eéxtending well over
Scandinavia, coinciding with a suiall depression over the Low Countries
whicéh couibined to give ideal drift gqnditions to a fair stretch of
the Hast Coast, although the nuwabers of birds arriving were nowhere
large. The arrival of a juvenile Scarlet Groskteak at ifolywell Ponds
the following day was doubtless part of the saue wwoveuent. The only
really sizeable. influx o $he .aonth began on the‘26th; when, with a
depression centred over the Irish Sea, pressure still high over the
Continent, and a cyclonic S.UL. airstreaii affecting the whole of the
eastern seaboard, migrants began to wuake landfall all along the
coast-line, With overunight fog and showers, few birds were present
during the wmorning, but by early afterncon they were coming in in
fair nuabers, wost birds appearing in good cendition and moving
rapidly inland, The following counts were made in the late after-
neon, with nuibers well below the peak:- '

WUITLEY BAY/SBATON SLUICE: 20 FPied Flycatchers, 15 Redstarts, 42
Gluoc Tits, 18 Robins, 12 Golderests, c. 80 Song Thrushes, C. 100
Blackbirds and a fewale Hlack Hedstart,. > ’

CTYNEiOUTH: 12 Pied Flycatchers, adult and lst. W. nmale Red-breasted
Flycatchiers, 3 Redstarts, 25 Blue Tits, 6 Great Tits, 14 Goldcrests,
several Robins, 2 Wainchats, 4 Willow/chiffs, c. 30 Song Thrushes and
c. 60 Blackbirds.

further imaigration occurred on the 27th. involving Blackbirds
(200), Linnets (c. 100), licadow Pipits (c. 200) and sualler numbers
of Wheatears, Whinchats, Goldcrests, Pied Flycatchers, {estrels (5)
and Short-cared Owls (4) in the St. Mary's Island area, while less
comaon arrivals included a Dluethroat there and a lst. W. Pirecrest
at Tyncaouthi. Small-scale woveients continued until the end of the
uonth, with anoctiher peak. on the 30th. following frontal conditions
overnight, waen a count at Cresswell gave c. 50 Robins, c. 25 Pied
Plycatchors, 16 “rens, a few Dunnocks, several Blackbirds, and
stialler numbers of Willow/chiffs and Golderests., Robins, Blackbirds
and liistle Tarushes were prominent elsewherc. ‘ ‘

_No,sighificant wader ilovenents took place during the nmionth, but
there were a nuuber of sizcable seabird passages. A northerly move-
ient of ruluwiars on the 8th - 9tih. invelved nwabers up to 700 per

/hour



hour, whilc ancther northerly moveunent during the afternoon of the
12th. under the influence of a strong northerly wind included Kitti-
wakes (9000 per hour),. Greater iSlack-backs (1000 per hour) and
Herring Gulls (700 per hour) w1th lesser numbers of Ganncts, Arctic
Skuas and,uunx Shearwaters., Dbalearic Shearwatcers were noted flying
North on the, 15th. and 18th.” (2 with a Socty) and the '19th, and on -
the. two, latter dates, therc was also sowme northerly movenent of sea
duck and Skuas.

OCTOBER:

D“sbite hish pressure over Scandinavia, and cyclonic distur-
bances affecting the British Islés, iumigration was prevented during
the. first weck by clear skies over the Continent. by the 6th. the
Scandinavian high had spre cad to cover Britain and much of weste
Burope, triggering off a period of imigration that lasted qlnobt
u;ntlnuausly throughout the following weck.

.The. fall is analysedlin the accoupanying table., Key:-
A. = Tyncuouth,

By Whitley Bay/Seaton Sluice.

In addition to the spccies utentioned in the table, the follow-
ing were.recordedi~

Oon the 9th: Mealy Redpoll, Jack Snipe, Xestrel (4), Short-
eared Owl (2), and Swift (2) in the Tyneiiouth/
Uh;tlyy Bay area. i

On the 11th:’. Ring Onuzal, (l at Cul;ernose, 3 on Hol& Island),
WillOW/C;LIf& ' ‘

On tie 13th: Ring Ouzel, Reed Warbler, Siskin (3 - 4), Chaff-
inch (c. 20) in the Whitley Bay /Seaton Sluice
AT C R e

'

The following records of Greater Spotted Woodpeckers are also
of interest in vicw of the extensive unovements noted in Scandinavia
durlnﬁ the autuan, which resulted in this species turning up wuch
more frequently than usual as a drift wigrant on the eastern sea-
boards - )

Cullernose (1 on the 6th,) Tyneuwouth (1 on the 7th.)

South, Shields: (1' on tlie, 12th. 1" Holy Island 3 1lst. W, 13th.)
o1 ey Ly Gy :

Acklington (1 on the 23rd.) Berwick darbour (1 on 23rd.).

The woveument has been analysed by Kenneth Williarmson (Bird Migration,
i 2 KB MO s (I G ¢ i E Ty 2 e To g AN

Sizall-scale immigration of Turdidae, Fringillidace and Goldcrests
ccntinued during the third weck, but thereafter a return to westerly
weather virtually haltced niovenent until the 27th. when a cyclonic fall
of Blackbirds and Picldfares occurred during the morning with strong
N.N.B. winds and showers, which was again a fairly local iuovenent
apparently confined to tie Lincolnshire - PTorthuutberland coast.

A marlked arrival of Lapwings and Common Snipe occurred during
the 13th - 1lhth. followed by snaller numboers during the third week,
and a late Ruff which came in on the 20th.

The Tirst arrival of "Grey Geese" also occurred in the middle
of the month, but the only seabird novement of note occurred on 'the
26th. when under the influence of a strong N.E, wind, a southerly
passage of wittiwakes (3500 per hour) and Skuas developed, followed
by =z return passage in the evening as .the wind abated.

/NOVEMBER



NOVEIEIR

Tudgration of Turdidae rcecommenced on the 2nd - 3rds with ¢, 800
Blackbirds, 150 Fieidfares and 100 Redwings at St. Mary's Island and
c. 1500 RBlacubird; 500 Fieldfares and 700 Redwings in Holywell Dene on
the 2nd., and several thicusand Llackbirds with a few hundred Redwings
and Fieldfares at Crecsswell on the 3rd., Again, this scciis to have
been a fairly local fall, not reflected at the other last Coast
obscrvatorics, where the larger fall was noted on the 6th., a day of
rather swaller, though still considerable, nuubers in this area, when
immigration of Starlings and Lapwings in fair nunbers were also
recorded. .

The arrival of Snow Huntings in coastal districts was noted
during the 9th - 12th. whosc numbers built up to flocks of 500 at
Sealiouses on the 16th. and 250 at Killingworth on the 24th. Single
late Wheatears were rceccorded at Whitley Ray on the 7th. and at North
Shields on thic 1llth.

Extensive northerly uoveuents of sea duck were recorded on the
9th., 10th. and 18th., under the influence of strong gale S,E. and
NeN.®, winds, In particular, Goldencye, Scaup, Mallard and Wigeon
were recorded in hundreds, and Velvet Scoter were more plentiful than:
usual, The wmoveument of the 18th. was very fully documented from
Scarborough up to Cresswell, and has been thie subject of a separate
publication by the Club.

Maxiinwa counts included: -

Scaup: 861 off Whitley Lay. ifallard: 366 off Whitley Eay.
Goldeneye: 100 off Cresswell. Counon Scoter:s 361 off Hartlepools,
Pochard: 23 off Cresswell.

In addition,; odd Goosander ani a nuiber of Dar-tailed Godwit were
included in the wovewment.

Manx Shearwaters were also recorded during the wcvements of the
9th - 1llth., and 4 Sooty Shearwaters flew North off Cresswell on the
latter date, while a Little Auk flew lorth off St. Iary's Island on
the 10th,

UBCHNBIR :
Littie of dinterest occurred until the widespread hard-weather
ptovenents duringy the final weck., With severe frost and intermittent
snocw showers spreading frow the South during the third week. The
rovertent of Turdidae towards coastal areas becarie apparent, The main
moverient began on the 27th. when 29000 Redwings, with small numbers
of Fieldfarcs and a few hundred Song Thrushes flew HHorth along the
Links at Waitley nay. A few birds were coming in off the sea, but
the wajority werce coming along the coast-line, or dropping down fron
the 5.W. The uiovenmeant was also recorded frowm the North Durham coast-
line, and from furtier licrth in the Cresswell and the Seahouses ares,
though in srialler volume there. Internittent uiovement in both direc-
tions was noted on the 25th, and by the fellowing day, birds were
moving South in numbors, with c. 550 Fieldfares, 660 Song Thrushes
and c. 8800 Redwings being counted in four hours at Cresswell., Other
birds involved in the movewent included suwaller nuubers of Skylarks,
Chuffinches, Grecenfinches, Linnets and Redpolls (including a party
of c. 15 llealies at St. lary's Island on the 27th.)
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’ REPOXT ON BIRD RINGING FOR 1962

SULILLARY

The total nuuber of birds ringed in 1962 is cstinmated to bhe 8254
(108 specics)., This counsists of 6367 trapped and 1887 pullus.

The species and total nuubers ringed appear further over in this
Report, but there arc a nwiber of features well worth special rtention.

On the Bass Rock, ir. P. Yeoman ringed 625 Gannets. He has alsu
ringed nuunerous Shags, Herring Gulls and Kittiwakes there.

14 nestling lierlins were ringed in Northuuberland.

Though Swifts are difficult birds to trap, 75 have been netted,
the Parrack, Bell, Watson partnership claining the majority.

waders, too, present trapping problers but they are well rep-
resented in the totals with 91 Common Snipe, 54 Common Sandpiper
(mainly from the rivers), 75 Dunlin, 2 Green Sandpiper, 1 Spotted
Redshank, 4 Greenshank and 8 Ruff,

A large nunber of hirundines were ringed, consisting of 629
Swallows (most of which were ringed either as pullus or at roost), 120
House dMartins and 1762 Sand Martins (aluost all ringed at breeding
colonics).

505 Llackbirds werc trapped and 152 pullus ringed. This sgecies
appears to be the sccond most CoiLaon.

The Warbler totals were not up to expcctation but between April
and Septenber, 156 Willow Warblers were ringed.

Only 250 Starlings were ringed (probably becausc ringers felt
reluctant to tackle roosts) whilst 458 Greenfinches were trapped,
wiainly at tae large roost in Gosforth Park,

The majority of Linnets (total 390) were ringed either at roost
or as pullus, Redpolls totalled 173, wuany being trapped in N.
Northumberland at roost. The Reed Bunting wais another species mainly
caught going to roost in the uosforth Park area, the total ringed
being 464,

3 Water Rails, 1 Jack Snipe, 1 Lesser Spotted Woodpecker, 2
Ravens, (fromn a nest in Northumberland), 1 Grasshopper Warbler, 3 Reed
Warblers, 1 Lesser wWhitethroat, 1 White Wagtail, and 1 Little Bunting
(trapped going to roost with Reed Buntings near Gosforth Park) are all
included in the less couiion speciecs ringed.

RINGING RECOVERIDS DURING 1962

(OWLY RICOVERIES OFf NOTI daVi DIEN INCLUDED)

GANNET s

11 recoveries all during the second half of the year, 4 being local,
3 fromn overseas and 4 from distances of 40 to 360 wailes including 2
from inland points.

pullus 23.7.61 Bass Rock. ;
3.7.62 75 wmiles W. of Marseilles, France. (Decad).

pullus 15.7.62 Bass Roclk,

27.9.62 (Inland) Dunbartonshire. MNoveaent 50 miles W.
pullus 22.7.62 Dass Rock,

5.,10.,62 Lunan iay, Angus. Movcuent 4O miles N. (Dead),
pullus 22,7.62 Bass Rock. "

14,10,.62°' Spain. Caught on fishing boat.

/pullus



wullus 22.7.62 Bass Rock. _
16.10.62 Inner Hebrides. Moveuient 155 wiles W.N.W.
' ; Caugit in cod net.
pullus 22.7.62 Bass Rock.
.. .13.11.62 . (Inland) Dorseti Moveuent 360 miles S. (Decad).
. . ; BEaten by fox,
pullus 22.7.62 Bass Rocl.
7.12.62 ‘Relecased off Cape Mirik, Mauritania, West
.o africa. Caught on. boat,

SAAG:
2 recoverics of birds ringed on Lass Rock.

pullius 1.7.62 DBass Rock.
L 509,62 ‘Angus. o Movement 42 miles N (Shot )

pullus : 28}7;62 Eass'Rock.“
23.,11,62 Brighton, Susscx. Moveuent 370 niles S.E. (Dead) .

MALLARD:
2 - both local,
5 - all 1oéa1‘

COUMON  SWIPE:

2 - both local.

COMMON SANDPIPER: PREy - WORESE g%

3 - all local. Ringed Sumuer 1961, retrapped Sunuer 1962.

GREENSHANKS

1 - local..
DUNTIN:

31.8,62 Cresswell. +o9
10.9.62 Bouluer., (Retrapped),

HERRING GULL:

2 - both local,
BARN OWL:

1 - local. riioving 9 miles 8.5.E8, from Sacriston to Ferryhill,
Co. Durhari,

LITTLE OWL:

2 ringecd.

pullus 26.5.,62 Nr. Ponteland, . :
15.10.,62 mMusslebrough, Midlothian, Movement 76 niles N.W.
(Dead) .
X(This is the longest distance a Little Owl has been known to nove
in, the British Isles). i

pullus 3.6.62 Seaton Purn,
1.11.62 Seaton Sluice. Movenent 9 niles E,

/SWALLOW



SWALLOW

5 - (4 local).

pullus 7.8.61 Haydon Bridge. o
h.5.62 Nr. Zouirct. (0asis in Africa). 28°38' N.
9 22' B,
SAND HARTIN:
18 recoveries of birds ringed in Northumberland and Durham. 7 of
these were intercolonial nioveucnts or local recoveries, Others

follows: -

adult 20.8.62
7 %9 .62
juv. 21.,7.62
28,8.62
juv. 21.7.62
28.8.62
juv. L,8.62
juve. 1.7,62
30.8.62
juv. 1. 7«62
28,7.62
juv, 19.8,62
9.9.62
juv. 24,8.62
18.9,62
adult 2.6.62
13.8162
adult 16.6.62
9.7.62
adult 206,62
11.8,62

GRWAT TIT:

1 - local.

BLU®L TIT:

1 - local.
SONG ThRUDH:

6 - (5 local).

11.2.62
183,62

fego

REDWING:
1 - local,

BLACKBIRD:

10 - (6 local).

adult 18.11.61
28.12.61
pullus 29, 561
28.1‘62

Mickley. (

Wicken ¥en, (Caubs) roost. (Dead).
Crawcrook.

Chichester, (Sussex) roost. (Rotrapped)
Crawcrook.

Chichester, (Sussex) roost. (Retrnpped)
Crawcrook.

Chichester, (Sussex) roost. (Retrapped)
Hdaydon Bridge.

Chichester, (Sussex) roost. (Retrapped)

Haydon Bridgeoe.

Rousey, (Hants.) colony. (ketrapped).

Durham.
(susscx) roost.

hincliffe,
Chichester,
Shincliffe,
Iiid France.

(Retrapped)

Durhaia,.
(Retrapped) .

Bellingham.,

Cowland, Lincs. (Retrapped).
Staward.

Fairburn, Yorks. (Retrapped).
Ponteland.

Bolton Abbey, Yorks. (Retrapped).

Bamburgh.

South Shiclds. (Retrapped).

Wallsend.
Mandie, Francc.

Gosforth,

Ballygowan, Co. Down,

/adult



adult 23.2.62 Gosforth.
23.4.62 Stockholm, Sweden.,

adult 28,1,62 Gosforth.
10.3.62 Holland.

1 - local. Ringed Seaton Burn, Autwin 1961, retrapped 1962.
STARLING: '
SN | 16cal in South Shiclds area. (Ringed and recovered).

GREENFINCII:

19 - mainly 1oca1.” Parthest movement being from Gosforth to Durham.
LINIET:

1l recovery.

pullus 24.,6.,62 -Holywell. ; o 5
19.10.62 Azur, Landes, ifrance. (Retrapped).:' )

CAAFFINCH:

3 - all locale

REED BUNTING: . . ., Jatt il
5 interesting retraps of birds ringed. in Autunn 1961 at Seaton Purn
and retrapped at sace place 1962 during the Autuun, Also 1 local

recovery.

HOUSE SPARROW:

4 recoveries of birds ringed in South Shields area,. Faftﬁeét being
a bird found dead in Sunderland, i miles S. almost a year after
being ringed.

In above sumnmary of recoverics, '‘all local rctraps have been onitted
unless the bird was at least one year old.



RINGING TOTALS FOR 1962

SPECIES

JUV/AD

TRAP

FULL

Fulmar
Gannct
Shag
Mallard
Teal
Eider
rlute Swan
lMerlin
Kestrel
Partridge
Water Rail
Moorhen
Oystercatcher
Lapwing
Ringed Flover
Turnstone
Conion Snipe
Jack Snipe
Woodcock
Curlcw
Green
Sandpiper
Coricn
Sandpiper
Redshank
Spotted
Redshank
Greenshank
not
Dunlin
Ruff
Herring Gull
Kittiwake
Stock Dove
Wood Pigeon
Darn Owl
Little Owl
Tawny Owl
Long-
cared Owl
Swift
Great Spotted
Woodpecker

Lesser Spotd.

. i o S 4

Woodpeclker
Skylark
Swallow
House Martin
Sand Martin
Raven
Carrion Crow
Lkook
Jackdaw
hagpie
Jay
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JUV/AD
SPECIES
TRAP PULL
Great Tit L5 18
Blue Tit 153 6
Coal Tit N -
liarsh Tit 8 -
Willow Tit 10 3
Tree-crecper 9 -
Wren 26 4
Dipper 8 5
Mistle Thrush 5 5
Fieldfare 3 -
Song Thrusih 128 127
Redwing 81 -
Ring Ouzel - 3
Rlaclbird 605 152
| Wheatear 5 -
Whinchat 13 6
Redstart 4 28
Robin 92 5
Grasshopper - -
Warbler 1 -
Reed Warbler 3 -
Sedge Warbler 29 14
Blackcap 3 -
Whnitethroat by 23
Lesser - -
Whitethroat 1 -
Willow - -
Warbler 115 2
Goldcrest 5 -
Spotted - -
Flycatcher 23 6
Dunirtock 152 79
ticadow FPipit 12 11
Tree Pipit 2 5
Rock Fipit 6 -
Pied Wagtail 4 b4
Grey Wagtail 8 5
Yellow = E:
Wagtail 2 6
White Wagtail u¢ -
Starling 228 22 }
Greenfinch 433 25
Goldfinch 2 -
Linnet 182 208
Redpoll 173 -
Bullfinch 22 L
Chafiinch 151 15
Braiibling 6 -
Yellowhanrier 105 6
Corn Bunting 2 -
Little - -
Bunting 1 -
Reed Bunting 430 34
Hous¢ Sparrow 259 5
Treec Sparrow 83 -

.
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