PASGLRINE DRILT LIGRATION, AUTUMIN 1963
Iintroduction:-

During the period 30th August - Uth September, 1963, a notable fall
of continental passerine iwniigrants occurred on the North-cast Coast.
The fall was very well covered for iiost of the MNorthumberland Coastline,
and in consequence it has proved possible to analyse the correlation
between itoveiient .and weather in sorie detail.

Syrnoptic situation:-

(1) General. Throughout the period, an extensive anticyclone,
centred over iussia was giving lisht S.E., winds over uuch of Eastern
Zurope, where clear skies predouminated, but frontal conditions with
associated rain renaining fairly stationary along a belt between the
castern Baltiec and the Adriatic evidently prevented many of the more
easterly specios from filtering ‘through into western Zurope, although
Srown fAlycatcher :aind Red-throated Pipit were recorded.

During the period.under rcview, weather in western Furope was
doininated by a vigorous depression, centred over lNorthern Ireland on
30th August, that uoved South-east into the Channel Approaches on 3lst
and thence over the ortll Sea, filling rapidly. Throughout the period,
pressureé 'reiiained consistently high over Scandinavia, though subject tc
small fluctuations that caused-significant local changes in cloud cover.

“(2)‘hetailed.” A'ritge of high pressure moved slowly eastwards
over the iorth Sea during the norning  of 30th and was affecting the
western Scandinavian coastline by late afternoon. Clear skies with
light easterly breezes persisted throughout the night of the 30th over
Norway, the Skaggerak and: Demmark, but’ by mid-afternoon an occluded
front associated with the depression over Ireland was bringing over-
cast conditions with tain to aliiost the whole of the eastern seaboard
of the Iritish Isles, while by midnight of the 30th these conditions
were affecting the Low Countrics and Western Geruany, and at dawn, much
of Germany and Denmark were experiencing part cloud cover and sone fog
patcies. The cevelopment of these conditions during the latter part
of the niiht cvidently dinitiated the prelininary drift, which brought
the first main fall to the Last Coast during the early afternoon of the
31st, where the cloud cleared soon after aid-day, giving a sunny day,
with force 2-3 E.5.B. winds and coastal haze.

Later in the day, cold conditions developed betwoen the Russian
high ‘and ‘another anticyclone centred to the North of the Azores, bring-
ing a renewed clearing of sxigs over lkorway, while fronts of the
depression (‘then' centred ‘over srittany) reuained aliiost stationary over
the Low Jountries giving force 2-3 E.8.4. winds with low overcast, fog
and heavy rain during .aost of the night, eventually joining the
central Huropean front in the early morning, bringing overcast con-
ditions with souie rain to Denmark by dawn on the 1st. These conditions
spread slowly North-eastwards during the day, until by the night of the
1st much of Sweden and 5.1. Norway was experiencing heavy overcast with
showers, ‘associated with 'a ‘'weai depression foruing over Sweden.

Throughout the night of the 31lst, and up to about 10.a.m. on the
plorning of tae 1lst, the rorth-ecast Coast was experiencing force 5-6
N.E., winds, low cloud cover, and interwuittent showers associated with
thie ridge developing to the 'Worth, and the depression to the South-
west. Iwuudgration comrienced in the early iiorning, and gathcred way up
to mid-afternoon as the Trontal conditions roved northwards over the
Horth Sca.

puring the early part of the niglit of the 1lst, the West Coast of
Morway had clear skies and force 2-4 n.i8, winds, again favourable to
departure, but by dawn overcast conditions with showers had spread
Horth westwards from the shallow Scandinavian depression, apparently
preventing further:departure, since the Yorth-east Coast, though under
the influcnce of force 2=U4 11,2, winds throughout tie period, received
further iwuigration in the early uorning only, with little new being
recorded after approximately il.a.ize 0dd birds arriving in coastal dis-



tpricts late in the eveuning of the 2nd scen wore likely to have been
coasting southwards during tiie day, under the influence of clearing
3

kies in . Scotland, (espacially since two birds with fresh monel
rings were notedl)

 During ‘the night of the 2nd, the Channel Fow, which had bcen
filling_stéqdily und noving north-eastwards, was centred over the
NortﬁwSea, and ByN.BE, winds with heavy rain were affecting the N.E.
Coast. Skies were clearing to the North over Shetland, but the
whole of the Norwegian Cosstline was covered by low overcast. How-
ever, over Denmark, Hceligoland and Western Germany, -skies were clear-
ing behind the front, and winds were force 3-4 Scuth, backing S.E. -
E. over the North'Sca.

Lummigration was again noted along the North-east Coast on the
worning of ‘the 3rd, and the synoptic 'situation suggests that this
may have been the result of ‘a reédirected southerly movenent from
+he Shetland/fair Isle area together with renewed drift from the
Low Countries, of birds continuing their migration after the pas-
sage of the front (supportod by the occurrence of more Barred
Jarblers and a Marsh Warbler during. this period).

species Concerned:-

Redstarts, Wineatears and Garden Warblers (the latter in unus-
ually large numbers) were the best represented species, but the
passage was chiefly remarkable for the unprecedented nurmibers of
Wrynecks and Icterine Warblers. 0f the former, it scens likely that
at least 25 separate individuals were recorded, and of the,latter,
at leakt 6 (including one caught at Wallsend Swallow Ponds on 31st,
not included in the mnain report). During the sauie period, the Isle
of liay recorded a unaximum count of 8 Wrynecks, but had no Icterines.,
Of the rarer species, detailed notes were obtained on the Brown
Flycatcher (which wctually hawked fron the shelf string of a nmist
net!), though only scen by one obscrver, while the Red-throated
Fipit was first heard calling and later trapped and examined in the
hand, In addition, possible Aquatic Warbler (Whitley Bay, 31lst
August) and fonelli's Warbler (Cresswell 2nd Septeuber) were recor-
ded. ' The only predator, apart fromn several Red-backed Shrikes, was
a ilobby), recorded at Wallsend Swallow Fonds on 29th August.

Conclusion: -

This was without doubt, the best covered drift wmigration
period ever to have been recorded on the lorth-east Coast (both as
regards’ counting and trapping), and I should like to ecxpress ny
thanks to the nany contributors who have supplied tihe wealth of
détail that follows in the main part of this report.

31st August, 1963:-

MONKS HOUSE

At ‘6yawtiy aBarred Wanbler.and 2 Whitethroats and'by 8 oD &
Garden Warbler, a Pied Flycatcher and ar Redstart.

SEAHQUSES
By midday, '1 Pied Flycatcher and 1 Whitethroat.

CRASTER WILLOWS

10.a.00. - 4.p.,u. 3 Garden Warblers and 1 Pied Flycatcher.

SCROG HILL, CRASTER

2 pLine = Uypims 18 Spotted Flycatchers, 10 vicd Plycatchers, 4
1 juv, Reu=backed Shrike; 20 Whinchats, 8 Redstarts, 20+ Whecatears,
3 Sedge Warblers, 1 Garden Warbler, 3 phylloscopi.

/NiWTON



NLWTON
10.2.:1. 1 Fied Flycatcuer, 2 Garden Warblers, 1 Willow Warbler.

CHEVINGTON BURN

L0, Eaide-= 2,7 e 2 Grasshopber Warblers ,“12 Wheatears, 6 Whinchats,
5 phylloscopi, 3 Garden Warblers,

HAUXLEY

12.a.i1. 4 Redastarts, 1 Reed Warbler, cl2 Whitethroats, c70
Willow/Chi fs, cl2 Spotted Flycatchers, 6 Fied Flycatchers.

CRESSWELL FONDS

10,a.11. 8 Wheatcars, 6 Wiainchats, 3 Whitethroats, 2 Sedge Warblocrs,
5 Reed Duntings. Sl '

J.p.ris 10 Wheatears, 40 Whinchats, 35 Whitethroats, 5 Lesser
whitethroats, 30 Willow/chiffsy 5 Sedge”Warblers; several Garden
Warblers, 1 Icterine Jarbler, 3 kedstarts, 5 Pied Flycatchers, secveral
Reed zsuntings. '

CRESSWELL (thick cover)

10.2.11. 6 Wheatears, U Wainchats, '¢c20 Willow/Chiffs, c2 Pied
PFlycatchers., ’

2.p,u. 12 Wheatears, 7 Whinchats, c20 Willow/Chiffs, 14 Garden
Wwarblcers, ~ 20 Pied Plycatchers,~ 5 Spotted Flycatchers.

DLYTH COETERY

12.2.1. 5 Wheatears, 2 Whinchats, 4 Pied Flycatchers, 1 Willow
Warbler, 2 Lesser Whitethroats.

SEATON SLUICE

2.p.n1. " 8 Wheatears, 2 Whinchats, 1 phylloscopus, 1 Crossbill.

ST, ITARY'S ISLAND

9,a.,u. 6 Wheatears, 2 ‘/hinchats, 1 Whitethroat.

6:posiic 18 Wheatears, ‘5 Wainchats, 3 Garden Warblers, 2 phyllo-
scopi, 5 Fied Flycatchiers, 1 Kedstart.

WHITLEY BAY CLiUSTHERY

8.30.a.t1. 3 Waeatears, 1 whinchat, 1 Whitethroat, 3 phylloscopi.

5.30.p.uie 8 Whedtears, 5 Whinchats, :5 Garden Warblers, 4 Pied
flycateners, 2 puylloscopi, 2 Redstarts, 1 Spotted Flycatcher.

lst Septeuber, 1963:-

BMONII'S HOUSH - nothing new.’

BANBRULGH

6.p.11. clO Redstarts, 6 Pied Flycatchers and a Garden Warbler in
one hedge. ' '

CRESSWELL PONDS

Tepen.  1¥¥Wrynecky ' 2 ﬁigl@igggg; ¢30 hlackbirds, cl1l20 Wheatears,
2 Stoncciats, 60 Whinchats,-ﬂb ledstarts, 10 Sedge Warblers, 25 Garden
Wwarblers, ¢30 Whitethiroats, 4 Lesscr Whitethroats,- 50 phylloscopi, 26
Pied Flycatchers, 2 Red-backed Sarikes, ¢20 Reed Buntings.

6.p.tis 3 Wrynecks, c60 PHlackbirds, c230 Wheatears, 90 Whinchats,
/280



£0 Redstarts, 15 Sedge Warblers, 160 Garden Warblers, 60 Wnitethroats,
5> Lessexr Whitethroats, c50 Willow/Chiffs, 2 Spotted Flycatchers, cl00
fied FPlycatclicrs, 4 Red-bacikked Sarikes.

2upwit. 40 heatears, 110 Whinchats, c45, Redstarts, 2 Whitethroats,
7 Lesser wWhitethroats, c20 Garden Warblers, 2 Barrcd Warblers, 1
Blackcap, 15 Pied Flycatchers.

LLYTE CUEMETERY

2.p.i1. 15 Wheatears, 10 Whinchat, 2 Lesser Whitethroats, 10
GJarden Warblers, 145 Redstarts, 10 Fied Flycatchers.

SEATON SLUICE

11.30.a.13., 20 Wheatears, 4 Garden Warblers, 2 Whitethroats, 'c5
Willow/Chiffs, 7 Redstarts,

2.pil, 160 Wheatears, 8 Whinchats, 8 Garden Warblers, 2 Lesser
Wiitethroatsy 1 Barred Warbler, 4 Willow/Chiffs, .1 Crossbill, 1
topey" Shrike (Sp.?)

HARTLEY

3.p.ri. 60 Wheatcars, 20 Whinchats, 43 Garden Warblers, 6 Willow
Warblers, 100+ Redstarts, 25+ Pied Flycatchers, 3 Spotted Flycatchers,

AOLYWLLL DENE - 4% wile dnland

F.p.itsy Cuckoo, ¢200 Swifts, ¢30 Garden Warblers, 19+ Redstarts,
14 Pied Flycatchers.

ST, LarRY'S TSLAND

8.a.m. 2 Red-backed Shrikes, ¢30 Wheatears, 8 VWhinchats, 1
Whitethroat, 3 Garden Warblers, 5 Pied Flycatchers, 1 krown Fly-
catcher, ¢20 licadow ripits, 1 Tree Pipit.

12.a.ri. 2 Lesser Whitethroats, c¢50 Wheatears, 5 Whitethroats,
¢35 Garden Warblers, 5 phvlloscopi, 1 Reed Warbler, c20 Pied Fly=-
catchers, ¢l20 Redstarts, 3 small parties of Swifts.

4,p.i. cB85 Wheatears, 60+ Garden Warblers, 1 Lesser White hroat,
1 Reed Warbler, c¢8 phaylloscepi, 1 Whitethroat, 2 Red-backed Shrikes,
¢34 Pied Flycatchers, c65 Redstarts.

WATTLEY BAY CEMSTER

Pl éam iic20 Wheate ears, 2 Whinchats, c¢30 Garden Warblers, 4
phvlloscopi, 1 Icterine Warbler, 28 Pied Flycatchers, 2 Spotted
i"lycatchers, .l 7Aquatic Warbler, c25 Redstarts, 2 Wrynecks.

TYNLLOUTH BOATING PARK (all cover)

_6.p.m. c25 Garden Warblers, 5 phylloscopi, 1 Blackcap, 1 Barred
Warbler, 22 Pied Flycatchers, 2 Spotted Flycatchers.

PRIOR'S PARK, TYNBEMOUTH

6.p.ia. 10 Wheatears, 2 Whinchats, 10 Garden Warblers, 15 Piéd
Flycatchers, 2 Spotted Flycatchers, 40O Redstarts. ;

SOUTH SIHIELDS

Redstarts and Pied Flycatchers present in local parks in numbers.

2nd September, 1963:-

A0LY ISLAND

/HOLY ISLAND



HOLY TSLAND

100+ Wheatears, c¢l00 Whinchats, 50+ Garden Warblers, 10+ Willow/
Chiffs, a few Whiteturoats, 3 Red-backed Shrikes, 2 Wrynecks, c70 Red-
starts.

BAI{BURGH CASTLLE WOCD

2 Wryneccks.

TEE WYNDIUGS, BAIBURGH

1 Red-~backed Shrike, very few Redstarts, Pied Flycatchers,‘
Spotted Flycatchers and Garden Warblers.

LLONAL'S IOUSE

6.30.a.a. 1 Crossbill. (Barred Warbloer still present).

10 4.1. 3 Garden Warblers 3/4 Redstarts, 1 Pied Flycatcher, 2
spotted Flycatclicrs,

CRASTBR WILLOWS (thick cover)

liany Redstarts and Garden Warblers, numerous Pied and Spotted
Flycatchers and 5 Reed Warblers,

SCROG HILL, CRASTER

several Redstarts and Garden Warblers. vVery fow FPied Flycatchers,
6+ ”rzn>cL~, 1 juv., Red-backed Shrike, 1 Tree Pipit. '

HEWTON

1 Wrynceck, a few Wheatears.

CRESSWiiLL PONDS

60 Wheatcars, 10 Whinchats, 50 Redstarts, 12 Scdge- Warblers,
several Plackbirds and Dunnociks, Tree Pipit, 55 Garden Warblers,
16 wnitethroats, 17 Willow/Chiffs, 5 Woo:ul Warblers, 7 Spotted IPly-
catcuers, 75 -Pied Flycatchers. '

BUYTH BAY

f«';

15 Wheatcars, 4 Garden Warblers, 1 Lesser Whitethroat, 1 Pied Fly-
catcher, 1 Spotted flycatcher, 2 Redstarts,

BLYTH CEMITERY

9.a.11. 10 Wheatears, 5 Whinchats, 8 Garden Warblers, 2 Lesser
Whitethroats, a few Willow/Chiffs, 15 Pied Flycatchers, 6 Redstarts.

11.a.1. 7 Wheatears, 2 Garden Warblers, 3 Redstarts, 6 Pied'Fly—
catchers,

5.p.ra. 4 Wheatears, 3 Garden Warblers, 1 Lesser Whitethroat, 2
Willow/Chiffs, 8 FPied Flycatchers, 7 Redstarts, 1 Wryneck.

‘STATON SLUICE

5.p.11. 5 Wheatears, 4 Redstarts, 1 Robin.
HARTLEY

9,a.m., 1 Red-backed Snrike, 1 Lesser Whitethroat, 1 Pied Fly-
catcher, c6 Redstarts.

12.a.i5. 15 Picd Plycatciiers, 7 Garden Warblers, 1-ad. Barred
Wwarbler, 6 Rkedstarts.

/6. pota,



6.puas 1 ad. Pluethroat, 1 Lesser Whitethroa
catcier Garden Warvlers, 25 Redstarts, 1 Bars

S’
Willow/Chizf, 4 Robins, 1 ¥Wnyneck.

15 Pied Fly-
d Warbler, 1

t

T, e

ST, HARY'S TSLAND

9.a.m., 16 Vheatcars, 4 Pied Flycatchers, 2 Garden Warblers, 4
Whinchats, 3 Spotted Fiycatchors.

l12.a.m. 12 Wheatears, 8 Picd Flycatchers, 4 Gardén Warblers,
2 Redstarts, 4 Whinchats, 5 Spotted Flycatchers.

5.p.t1, 32 Wheatcars, 11 Whinchats, 2 Lesser Whitethroats, 12
Garden Warblers, 14 Redstarts, .7 Spotted Flycatchers, 1 Whitethroat,
8 Pied Flycatchers.

WaITLEY BAY CEMETERY

12.a.m. 2 Red-backed Shrikes, cZO_Nheétears, 15 Garden Warblers,
1 Ieéterire Warbler, 2 Willow/Chiffs, 16 _Redstarts, 30 Pied Fly=-
catchers, 4 3potted Flycatchers, 3 Robins.

SOATING PARs, TYNENOUTH

1 Red-backed Shrike, 4:Garden Warblers, 10 Pied Flycatchers, 2
Spotted PFlycatchers, 4 Redstarts,

PRIOR'S PARIZ, TYNEMOUTH

1 Red-backed Shrike, 4 Whinchats, 1 Lesser Whitethroat, 6
Garden Warblers, 25 Pied Flycatchers, 5. Spotted Plycatchers.,

SOUTH SHIELDS

Redstarts very plentiful, with Wicatears and Whinchats on open
ground and Garden Warblers, Piecd and Spotted Flycatchers and Willow/
Chiffs in the parks.

SEA CROSGING - ESBJIERG/NEWCASTLE

7.a.13, 'L Wheatear,; 1 Wood Warbler aboard. - During the day 8
specics of passerine came aboard, including Barred Warbler and
Garden Warbler. (Reported in the Manchester Guardian "Country
Diary").

3rd September, 1963:-

BERWICK CHUKCIYARD

LO Wheatears, 3 Whinchats, 30 Redstarts, 1 Garden Warbler, 15
phylloscopi, 6 Whitethroats, 60 Pied }Flycatchers, 30 Spotted Fly=-
catclicrs, '1 Trec Pipit; 1 Wryneck.

SCREMERSTON

1 Wryneck

HOLY ISLAND

c50 Wheatears, c¢b0 Whinchats, c¢c50 Redstarts, 30 Garden Warblers,
a few Whitethroats, 1 Sarred JHarbler, 1 Sedge Warbler, c20 Spotted
Flycatchers, cl0 Pied Flycatchers, (3 Red=-backed Shrikes and 2
Wrynecks as proviously), 3 Crosshbills,

INNBER FARNE (cover virtually nil)

c50 Wheatears, 15 Whinchats, 100+ Redstarts, 100+ Garden War-
blers, 20+ Willow/Chiffs, 2 Reed Warblers, 2 Icterine Warblers, 1
Whitethroat, 2 Blucthroats, 1 Wryneci, 6 Tree Pipits, 1 Robin, 1 ad,
riale Ortolan unting.

HAUXLEY /HAUZLEY



HAUXLEY

lhany Wacatears, Whincha
L “,.; b Dl( r,
albino), c50 Picd Plycatciers,

Willow/Chiffs, 1 Reud ™

W ITLEY BAY CENMBTERY

L4 Redstarts, 2 red-backed

shrikes, 5 Garden Warblers,

Warbler, 1 juv. Wood Warbler,
Warbler,

1 Whitethroat, 1 Barred

Warblers,

catchers, 4 Robins,

IIARSDIEN IALL

l_yrzneck.
Lth Septecuber, 1963:-

BROWNSIHMAI, FARGNE IS.

1 Bluetaroat.,

5th Septewber, 1963:-

WATITLEY BAY CuEMITERY

and Kedstarts, a few Garden Warblers and
1 Mawvsh Warbler, 3 Wrynecks (including
c20 opotted ﬂlyc¢tchfrs.

1 Icterinc
2 Lesscr Whitethroats,

18 picd Flycatchers, 6 Spotted Fly-

1 Tecterine Warbler and 2 Re.i-backed Shrikes still present.

7th Septeuber, 1963:-

Red-backed Shrikes:- 3 on iHely Island,
Chevington, 2 at Whitley bay.

2 Wrynccks still at Hdauxley,

8th Septeuber, 1963:-

HAUXLIDY

1 feiale Snmow bunting.

1 at Craster, 5 at Howick, 2

and 1 Red-throated Pipit.

SPECIES 14

NTIONED I DRIFT REFORT

(Squar brackets denote that record is being

Committee).

Hobby.

Cuckoo.

swift.

Wrynock.
Pdeldfarc.
Blackbird.
wheatear,
Stonechat.
Wainchat,
Redstart.
Bluethroat.

Robin.
Grasshopper Varbler.
Recd Warbler.
liarsh Warbler.]]
Sedge Warbler.
{_Aguatic Warbler.)
Icterine Jarbler.
varred Warbler,

considered by Rarities

Garden YWarbler.
Whitethroat.

Lesser Whitethroat.
Willow/Chiff.

L ponelli's Warbler.]
Wood Warbler.
Spotted Flycatcher.
Picd iflycatcher.

{ 2rown Flycatcher.]
Dunnock.

Meadow Pipit.

Tree Fipit.

L Red-throated Pipit.l
Grey Shrike (Sp.?).
Red-backed shrike.
Crossbill.

Reed Bunting.
COrtolan Bunting.l
Snow Bunting.

at
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