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SUWUIaTY .

The month opencd gquietly with winds from the west. Many birds
noted in Deceuwber reumaining until tie hth, e.g. Chiffchaffs at Ramburglht,
An anticyclonc developed and resulted in westerly winds until the Jthe.
By the 10th, however, this air mass had noved towards the continent
giving us casterly winds until the 14th, south easterly until the 16th
and southerly up to the 20th, by which time the anticyclone had rioved
too far away to be of wmuch effect. Oon the 12th, 5 Waitefroni:s were
secoen and the southerly winds of the 17th - 20th gave small influxes of
PFicld ares and Skylarks. A Suew appeared at Whittle Dene on the 1llth
and renained until the 26th. #rosts on the 18th and 22nd lead to
slight freezing over ¢l umany ponds and as a result some ducks uoved
downn to the coast - espoecially Wigeon. The 18ith, a-day of southerly
winss, produced not only Qieldfare vovenents but large Diver numbers
of £ various parts of the coast. irow the 20th onwards another anti-
cyclone developed and roiiained al.aost until the end of the month, The
31lst, nowever, was a day of strong westerly winds and the largest sea
moverient of the wmonth was noted. auks and Divers flying south.

On the whole then, a very quict uonth, The rathier wild, dry
weather with westerly winds for thrcequarters of the time giving little
exciteuent. ' ‘

’
.

Divers:-

=20 in Cresswell Bay on 18th (¥/Id). 5 flew N, off Scaton Sluice
on 1llth (%W). ©On 31st, during 14 nours, 23 flew 5, off 5t. ary's
Island (JD¥).

Great lorthern Diver:-
I flow S. off 5t. hary's Island on 31lst (JDP).

Red—-throated Diver:-

10 off pauburgh on 3rd and 10 off cresswell the following day
(DGB/DR). c70 o1t Chevingtor Burn on 11th with several flying Ne.
(ER), while the next day 6 flew N. off Seaton Sluice (MH). On 18th
birds were reported frou St. liary's Island, Cresswell Bay, Hauxley and
nne at Warkworth.

Greue Sp?:-

3 larger grebes off Stag Rocks on 3rd (0GT) .
Red-necked Grebe:-

Singlco bird at Cresswell on 18th (Mpi/TH)

Slavorian Grebe: -
1T off Stag nocks on 12th (B.R.S.).

Little Grebe:- _
Thoro were 2 at Whitley bay Waterworks on 1st, and 1 at Capheaton
on 1l2th {(i1i/I:d).

fulitar: -
Returned to niost coastal breeding arcas. 8 in Belford JjJuarry on
5th (FC/TLi).

Gannet:- | :
6 adults off Secahouscs on 2nd (PRE) .

Heront - :
Single birds at Almaouth on lst, Felton on 5th and Warkworth on
19th.

lLiallard: -

Over 300 at Gosforth Yark on 5th, fell steadily until 22nd when
40 were present (FC/Mi). A Teverse .jovement was noted at “Whittle
Dene wherc there were 62 on 5th and over 182 on 19th (IHA/JSB). Very
fow (c7) throughout uonth at Holywell Foncs (cED). ¢c700 at
Capheaton on 1l2th, a flock of 300 with Wigecon at Ccresswell on 18th,
and cl80 at Hartburn the next day though the lake was frozen over
(114/Id)
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Teal: -

Nwabers fiuctuated greatly at Gosforth Park, the largest flocks
present being on 5th and 25th when c¢l30 were counted (iN/3ZR). A maximun
of 4O+ at Whittle Dene on 18th (TW). Very few at Holywell Ponds through-
out onth (ChD et al).

Higeon:-

During the last half of the wonth, a fairly resident flock was pres-
ent off Hartley. A maximwuta of 131 was reached on 19th and on the 25th
there were ¢70 at seaton Sluice and ¢l50 further out to sen (OPJ et al).
Also on the 19th, a waximui of ¢cl20 was reached at Holywell Fonds (CED) .
cl1l0 at Capheaton on 12th (ii; and 70 at Gosforth rark on 22nd when the
lake was frozen over (¥C). Smaller flocks reported from many other areas.

rintail: .
Sln{le iiales reported froia Gosforth Park on 2nd, Holywell Ponds on
26t and Grindon Lough on 30th.
Shovelers -
3 males at Gosforth Park on 2nd (Dit) .

Scaup: -~
4 female at 3eaton Sluice frowm 2nd until 12th (W et alj, Another
female at Colt Crag on thh (ﬂG/hL/J 15 flew S. at Cresswell on 18th

{Iii/t:). 3 at 3t. Lary's Island on 22nd (8.i).
Tufted hucw'—

2040 at whittle Dene on 18th and 26th (I44/JDP). 13 pairs at Newton
on lst (PR¥). On the 12th, 160 at Holywell Fonds (1), 60 at Capheaton

aud 12 at Bolaa. Hartburn had 17 on the 19th (hu/In) 22 at Swallow
Fonus on 27th (#C).

Fochard: -
TA wmaxinun of 86 at Widttle wene on 18th (I.A/JSBH).

Goldeneye: -

9 at Licwton on 1lst \Axu). 7 at Uapheaton on 12th with another 5 at
Polma (I). 3 at Cresswell on 18th and 4 at iont the following day
(I5/1di). 12 at Jhittle Denc on 18th (TW) and 12 at Hartburn on 26th (JDP).

Long-tailed Tuck:-

On the 3rd there were 3 off Famburgh and 15 off Ross Dack Sands (DGB) .
6 at Llnuouth on 1lst (Jib).

Velvet Scoters- (
1 at Scaton Sluice on 12th (LN/MH).

Coinion dcoter: - S
c350 off 53tag Rocks on 5th (B.R.S.) and a maxinua of 61 off Seaton
Sluice on 26th (0»Jy.

Eider:-
c200 off stag Rocks on 5th (B.R.S.).
Red~breasted | erganser:-

6 at stag Kocis on 12th (B.K.o.). 2 flew S, off Cresswell on 18th
(rii7/I) and 3 flew W. off Hauxley on 26th (h.“.a ).

uoosander: -

. Liaxiiiua of 16 at Whittle Dene on 25th and next day 6 at Colt Crag
(Jsz/JDk). 2 pairs at Capheaton on 12th (IH) and 1 flew S. off Cresswell
on 18th (IH/bii:). : ' '

Siicw: -
An adult nale at Whittle Dene frowm 1lth until 26th (JSB/IHA et al),

Shelduck: =~
c200 at Tudle ITay on 5th (B.R.S.).

Grey. Lag Goosa:- :

1 at Capheaton on 12th (Ii) and 2 at Colt Crag on 26th (uB). A
possibility that these birds were from Sweethope. 70 in Rothbury area on
19th (kas/TH). -

whitefronted Goosc:-
5 cniie down for a short while in stubble ficld to the S$. of Gosforth
Fark on 12th, taking off later towards tihec E. (BG).

/Bean Goose
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Jean (Goose:-
15 at Grindon on 25th (I4A/058) and 15 'grey'! gecse seen there on 30th
were alilost certainly the sa.ie birds ((h/Lh/N 3} .
Fink-footed Goonse:-
28 flew i .W., over Longhenton on 2nd (1i). 8 flew W. at Hartburn on
16th and 2 on 26th (1iB).

Lbrent Goosc:-
35 on Holy Island Swad on 12th (JDP et al).

Mute Swan:-

A resident flock of cl50 at sudle pay throughout nonth,

Whoopetr Swan: -

30 adults and 6 juveniles at Holywell Ponds on 19th (OPJ). Over 50
at Fenhaw #lats on 3rd (DGB) and 8 at Budle Bay on 5th (B.R.S.). 30 at
Swallow ronds up to 31st including 2 lst. W, birds (FC). 63 at Linton on
kth, and 4 at Palumersville on 11lth (MN). 20 at Wingates on 19th (TH/MM ) o
8 at Colt Crag on 12th ana 20 at Grindon Lough on 30th (RG/EL/WB). Many
records concerning swaller .uubers.

Bewick Swan:-
4 at Gosforth btark on 11lth (per MBE) and 1 at Wingates lioor on 19th

(J.u /I;z} .

erlin:- .
A rale at Gosforth ¥Park on 5th (ER).

Kestrel:- ,
A male at Fantburgh throughout aonth (E.R.S.).‘

Water Rail:- -
Over 4 at Ba.burgh on Brd (PRZ) and 1 near trap on 5th (BuR:Se)u, 3
trapped at nauxley on 18th (H.R.S.). :

Loorhen: -

50 - 60 at Cresswell on 18th (IH/ii.) and 5 at Jolywell Fonds the next
day (0PJ).

Coot:-

Only 30 - 40 at -olywell Fondc turoughout month (CED). 70 on 12th
dropped to 48 on 18t at Bolaw (IH).

Oystercatciacr: -
A naxicaa of 89 at St. Lary's Island on 26th (OPJ).

Grey rlover:-
3 flew N. at Cresswell on 4th (151) and 1 at Budle Tay on 5th (B.R.S.),

Golden Zlover:- ’ _ :

150 ot Cresswell on 13th (IH/ii.). 40 near Wallsend on 20th (DR).

Cn 22nd, clU0 at Whittle Dence and ¢50 2t Grindon Lough on 30th (RG/EL/WB).

Turnstong: -
c30 at auxliey on shore on 26th (H.R.5.).

Snipe: ;
c200 at Gosforth rark on 5th dropped to 6 on 25th (ER et al).

Jack Snipe
E SR AJLﬁUUL 2 at Linton on 4th and single birds at Bauiburgh on
3rd, ‘Tarkwortih on 1llth, Whittle Dene on 18th and IHauxley on 19th.

Woodcock: -
2 at Gosforth Fark on 11lth (1EI).

Curlew:~ :
30 -~ 40 present at Fauxley during tiost of month (u.i S )

Ear~tailed sodwit:-
cl00 in sudle Lay on 5th (B.R.S5.).

7

Co.naon Sandpiper: -
1 on the river at Warkworth on 18th (IR).

hnot:-

On lst, approximately 500 flew over udorth Shields in j flocks from
Jarrow Slaie dircction towards St. lary's Island (AR)., On the 5th, 400
(approxinnately) in Budle Zay (B.R.S.) and 200 at “auxloy (H.R.5.), ¢50
at Hartlecy on 26th (AB).

/FPurple Sandpiper
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Purpie Sandpiper:- _ '
Only 12 at Stag kocks. on 5th {(BiR:¢Ss)s ;10 2t Hauxley ;on 26th (HoR.S.)
Dunlin:~- : b‘
¢c200 at Alnnouth on 1st (JHD) reiained until 18th (BER) and 300 at
Budle Bay on 5th (B.K.S.).

Sanderling: - ' .
Fluctuated between 30 and 70 during the nonth at Hauxley (H.R.S.)'
60 at Hartley on 26th (DC/¥FC).

Gulls:-

A constant southerly passage off Cresswell on 18th at 2 - 300 per
hour. Greater Flack Backed and Comion being the major species involved
(PiLs) :

Lesscr black Backed Gulis- :

3 at hshington in flock of 350 gulls on 18th (MM/TIH).
Herring'Guli:—

1 at ashington Tip had an ewpty suall tin of "Heinz Baked Beans"
stuck on to one of its fect, causing it to dangle down as it flew away
(TH/MIL) .
suks = :

on 31st, during strong W. wind, 60 flew S. off St. Mary's Islaad
during 1l hours (JD¥). '

Stock Doves -
2 at :iartley on 26th (FC).

Woodpigeon: = :
c100 roosting at Gosforth Park on 22nd (FC).

Collared Doves- :
7 in a garden in Gosforth. "I have been told that as many as 20 ~ 30
can be secen herc." (BE.«).

Barn Owl:-
1 at Shankhouse on 4th (IN/idH).
Little Owl:-
1 bohind Panburgh trap on 12th (B.R.S.).

Tawny Owl:-

5 in Gosforth Park on 22nd (#C) and 5 at Dolam on 5th (JpP). 6
heard calling around Fontburn on 19th and another seen near Netherwitton
(2iis/TH)

Long-eared Owl:-
1 at Bolam on 5th (JDP).

Skylark:~ ,

An influx on 18th with 60 in a field at iLinton and a maxinua of 600
in one field at Cresswoll (I.i/nli).
Houded Crow:- '

20 - 30 reported by ER as being in the sane arca as last month, 6
at Ashihgton on 18th (TH/lic).

liagpies-

3 at Linton on 4th (uN/I1ZE).

P
Jay =

" 5 in Gosforth lark on 22nd (rc).
Tits:- |

(Blue, Coal, Great). xceptionally nuwaerous in Gosforth Fark during
month (BG). - s

Wren:-
2 in Gosforth rark on 12th (FC).

fieldfare/Redwing: -

Fiiok of 180 near Lingfield on 16th (RG/BL/W:X). Over 80 near
Colt Crag on 26th (1),
FPicldfare: - : i

Ovor 4O at Morth Shields on 17th (Mii). Over 100 flew S. in parties
of 10 - 20 at Warkworth on 13th (BR). This :oveuent was also noted at

/Hauxley
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Hauxley and at Cresswell ¢50 were counted. “fhe following day uiany were in
the ficlds (L.i/td.) there at Folan, 20 at Whitley Day Couctery fields on
19th (LpJ) and 50 at Swallow Fonds on 12th and 30th (®C) .

Song Thrush: -
A picd bird in Garden of ¥F.C, on 1l2th.

blackbird: -

During first weex of sonth, very nunerous in Lower Holywell Dene
(JDP). A 1A ring found in an owl pellet belonged to a blackbird ringed
by iH.Hebe in boveriber,

Stonechat:-

A female trapped at Monks' iiouse on 2nd (PRE).
Chiffcnaffi:-
3 birds still present on 3rd at Banburgh (Pwu

Dunnoclk: -
A suall influx at Cresswell on 18th (04 /IH)

Waxwing: -
Single birds at Craster on 1lst (¥Ful2) at Fenham Le iloor on 3rd (pGB)
and at Warkworth on 26th (per ).

Greenfinch: -

¢300 at Prestwick Carr on lst (8x) and cl00 at a wood near Cresswell
on 4th (DR).
Goldfinch:

2 on 15tn at Wnittle benc (JSB/I.A)., 1 at Jillingworth on 24th (BG) -

L1nnnt s -

c50 at St, lary's Island on 26th (#C)

Sullfinch:~-
Up to 5 scen regularly during month at Hauxley (H.R.S.). 3 at
sswell on 4th (idi). 40 - 50 at wingates lloor with Reed Duntings on

th (l‘i; /_[‘_}o

Crossbill:
2 at blagdon onn 12th - very few cones found (IH).

Cr
19

Chaffinch: - '

35 at belsay on 12th (IH) and 200 - 250 at Wingates koor on 19th
(1i/TH) .
prouibling: -

L flock of 200 at Frestwick Carr on lst (ER). 3 at Druridge Pay on
hth (D). 5 = 6 at Zallington on 12th (RG/WEB/TL).

Yellowhamer: -
at Belsay on 12th (IH)

c1lf0

Corn Bunting:-
A roost of 10u+ had developed by Haux.ey on 26th with flocks of up
to 15 flying to it at dusk (H.R.S.).

Reed munting: -
011 the 1llth at Chevington Burn cl00 (BR) .

Snow ounting: -
7 at owallow Fonds on 11lth (iLIj.

The 16 seon on lst December were at LIN TOW not

At the tiae of writing (lUth February, 1964) the nuwibers of Grebes
off woss Lack sands are beginning to build up. I would be grateful if
anyone sceing these grebes would send ne accurate figures of birds seen
not estiniates,

The next Club teoting will be held on Thursday, 12th iiarch, 1964 in
Fho Ysi1eCoda Blackett utrgbt, ifeweastle upon Yynce, l. at 7.p.:l.
Iir. ¥o Stead will give an illustrated talk on his holidays in Grecce.
This talk will begin at 7.45.Dete.

A11 rrc>"us shiould reech l: Zell, 15 Roscewood Crescent, Walkerville,
Newecastle 6 by 8th iiarch, 1964,
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The uwonth opened with gale force North West winds due to pressure
being high to the South and low to the North, resulting in ridges and
troughs crossing the country from the aAtlantic. On the 5th until the
11lth, a light westerly airstream predominated due to the establishment
of a strong anticyclone over the country. Ry the 12th this had moved
to Spain and from the 13th, an anticyclone over Denmark began to mowve
slowly North into Southern Scandinavia strengthening and causing
cyclones to move up the Channel into the continent. This .gave a South
East airstream and a new anticyclone which had moved from Iceland and
settled over British Isles gave calm and very cold weather on the 21st
and 22nd when it moved into Germany. An influx of Turdidae was noted
atfthis_iimé and until the end of the month when South to South East
winds in our coastal area lead to mild weather, these winds were due to
a series of troughs crossing in a North North Easterly direction-
because of a strong anticyclone over IFurope.

The Hen Harrier seen at Colt Crag was probably the same bird as
seen at Crag Lough:last October. The Chiffchaffs and Spotted Redshank
in Worth Northumberland are still managing to survive. The large
flock of Bewick's Swans at Holy Island coincides with a flock seen
last year asvisﬂthe number of Grebes off Ross Back Sands on the 8th
which were  less numerous towards the end of the month but are building
up again in liarch. .

CLASSIFILN LIST.

Black-throated Diver:- .
) A party of I on the 22nd rose to 6 on the 23rd off Stag Rocks
- (BiR.S.). Single birds on sea at Cresswell on the 28th (viti) and Ross
on the 29th -(IiLC). o :

Great—northérn Diver: - 3 N ‘ H
: 1 or 2 off Stag and Budle Bay throughout month (B.R.S.). 2 in
Holy Island Harbour on the 7th and at Cresswell;on'the 28th (MM).:

Red-throated Diver:-

A maximum of 50 .- 60 off Ross on the 8th and very few later in the
month (F.R.S.), at Cresswell, however, on the 28th, 170 were counted
including a bird in full Summer plunage (Mh).

Great-crested Grebe:- '

1 on river at Warkworth on the 1lst (Ex). Present throughout month
off Ross with maximum of 9 on the 8th (B.R.S.). 3 on sea at Cresswell
on the 28th (l in Summer plumage) of which a pair were displaying (MM).
Another pair on S. Northumberland water by end of month (BG).

Red~necked Grebe: -

Fresent off Ross and Stag Rocks throughout month with maximun of
27 on the 8th (B;R.S.). 1 in Holy Island Harbour on the 9th (JMB), and
another off South Shields Pier on the 26th (MLC).

Black-necked Grebe:-

5 off Gtag Rocks on the 1st (B.R.S.) and 1 off Ross on the 29th
(IiLC/FGG) . ~
Slavonian Grebe:- . : : 4

A maximum on the 8th of 40+ off Ross and 8 off Stag Rocks - while
only 5 were seen the following day - by the end of month numbers were
of the 10 mark_(B.R.S.). . | '

Little Grebe:- : .
5 at Bolam on the 22nd and on the 28th/29th, 2 at Grindon, 1 at
Seaton Durn and another at Ashington (BG/JSB/IA/1MIi).

Fulmar:-
Up to 55 off Bamburgh throughout month (R.R.S.) and over 4O coun-
ted off Seaton Sluice on the 22nd (Mii).

/Gannet



Gannet:- . ; ‘
1 or 2 off Stag during the middle of month (7th - 22nd) (B.R.S.).

Cormorant: -
At least 50 off Ioly Island Harbour (many in Sunmer plumage) on
7th (). ‘

3
1

shag: - 5
600 counted between Holy Island and Stag Rocks on the 7th (1) «

Heron: -
1 flew N. off Holy Island on the 8th (JMB) and 2 at Bamburgh
on the 16th (B.R.S.): 1 at Colt Crag on the 29th (JEO).

Mallard:-

On the 2nd, 80 at Hallington and 180 at Colt Crag (PJS). 200
at Holborn (ER), and 140 at Capheaton which rose to 200 on the 9th
(IH/FC/DC). On the 8th and 28th, over 300 flying around off Seaton
Sluice in small scattered flocks (CED/NN/DH). Also on the 9th, 200
at Hartburn and a cowpletely white female at Whittledene (FC/DC/IH)
cl27 at Whittledene throughout month. Smaller flocks reported fromn
most inland waters.

Teal:-

On the 15th, over lOQ at Gosforth Park (MN) and ¢l00 at Holbormn
and ¢50 off Cresswell (ER). On the 28th, 250+ at Ashington and 60
on sea at Cresswell (Mi). Smaller flocks elsewherec.

Wigeomn: -

Well distributed and in fairly large flocks this month 3/500
on Fenhaw Flats and 200 in Budle hay on the 9th (PJS/B.R.S.) rep-
resented the norual figures for month. ¢l50 at Holywell throughout
month, this flock was often seen off Seaton Sluice. c200 at
fiolborn on the 2nd (ER). 150 at Hartburn on the 9th (FC/DC). ¢200
on sea at Cresswell on the 28th (Mi) and c¢cl60 at Grindon on the 29th
(JEO).
Pintail:-

The largest total of these birds recorded for many years, invol-
ving at least 70 individuals. ¢30 at ilolborn on the 2nd (ER). 10
on fenhaw #lats on the 9th (PJS/lilN). 6 at Holywell Fonds on the 1lst
(these were present in January) (JEO/Mi). 5 at Ashington and 9 on
sea at Cresswell on the 28th (li{) and the next day, 5 were at Grindon
(JsB). liany records of smaller flocks.

Shoveler: -
On the 28th, 10 at Ashington and 11 on sea at Cresswell (Mh),

the following day there were 6 at Grindon (JSB) and 4 at Gosforth
Park (My).

Scaup: -
1 at Colt Crag on the 2nd (PJS) and a female off Bamburgh on

the 7th and 8th (B.R.S.). 3 feuales off Seaton Sluice on the 28th
(pH).

Tufted:~

On the 2nd, 20 at Capheaton and 21 at Hallington (PJS). On the
9th, 60 at Hartburn and 9 at Bolam (FC/DC) which rose to 50 on the
22nd (JSB). Also on the 22nd, 177 at Whittledene (JSBE) and c55 at
Holywell Ponds (C&D). The 28th saw 10 at Cresswell (the most this
year - MH) and the next day had 60 at Seaton PBurn, c20 at Havannah
(BG/ER) and 23 at Swallow Ponds (MN).

Pochard: -
T 105 at Capheaton on the 2nd (PJ5) and 90 on the 9th (IH/DC).
96 at Whittledene on the 22nd (FC) and 63 at Bolam (JSB). On the
29th, 50 at Grindon (JB0O) and 145 at Seaton Durn (BG/ER) and 12
at davannah (BG). 65 at Holywell on the 22nd (MN/JEO).
Goldeneye: -

On the 9th, 15 at Colt Crag, 5 at Hallington, 13 at Capheaton
and 3 at Whittledene (FC/DC). 2 at Grindon throughout month.
Single birds at Bawburgh, Seaton Hurn and Scaton Sluice.

Long-tailed Duck: -
On the 8th, a maximum for the month of c60 off Stag Rocks and
8 off Ross (B.R.S.) and a single bird at Seaton Sluice (iiN).

/Velvet Scoter




Velvet Scoter:-
5 off Paanburgh on the 8th (B.R.S.).

Couion Scoter:-

2,750 were counted between Holy Island and Zawmburgh on the 7th
(1) . A maxiima of 120 off Seaton Sluice on the 28th (DH). <¢100 off
Chevington on the 2nd (DC).

Eider:-
1,260 counted between Holy Island and Bamburgh on the 7th (MM) and
16 off Seaton Sluice on the 28th (DiH).

Red-breasted lerganser: -
Maximums of 17 off Ross on the 7th and 15 off Stag on the 8th
(B.R.S.). Sumall parties and single birds noted at Cresswell and Hauxley-

Goosander:-

On the 1lst, 3 at Iartburn (JSB/IA) and the 2nd saw 27 at Hallington,
15 at Colt Crag on the Gth (¥C/DC/IH) and 5 at Whittledene on the 22nd
(JSB/IHA). A uale at Chollerford on the 29th (JEO). It should be
rememnbered that . most of these birds, when disturbed move from one lake
to another - it is therefore very difficult to determine accurately the
wintering population.

Shelduck:=

650 between Holy Island Flats and Bamburgh on the 7th (1), and
naximua of 250 off bamburgh on the 2nd (B.R.S.). &4 in Amble Harbour on
the 16th (£R) and 2 flew inland at Hauxley on the 29th (H.R.S.). 5 at
Cresswell on the 28th (ifii).

Grey Lag Goose:-
9 flew . over Holborn on the 2nd (ER).

Bean Goose: -~
The flock of 15 still present on the 29th at Grindon (JSB/IA).

Brent Goosc:- . .
Only 19 pale breasted seen this ionth, on the 7th at Fenham Flats
(r:1).
Mute Swan:-
c1l35 in Budle Bay throughout month (B.R.S.). 8 at Blaydon Ponds
on the 16th (FC) and 6 at Swallow Fonds on the 23rd (IiN).

Thooper Swan:-

c20 on itenhan Flats on the 9th (PJS) and 9 on Holy Island Lough -
(JiiB) . 5 at Seaton purn throughout month (BG). 6 at EBElaydon Ponds on
the 16th and a2 maximun of 31 at Swallow Ponds during the cold spell in
the middle of month (FC). 16 at bolam on the 1lst, 13 at Hartburn, 6
at Whingates on the 8th, 10 at Colt Crag and 39 at Grindon on the 29th
(JSB/IA/RG/BL/WE). 3 at Cresswell on the 15th, and 7 on the 28th when
9 were at Ashington (Iili).

Bewick's Swan: -~ )

17 (3 immatures) on iloly Island Lough on the 9th (JMB). : 8 at
Cresswell on the 15th was the same flock seen later, at Ashington on
the 28th (Mi./RV).

Hen Harrier:- _ ,
An adult male at Colt Crag on the 9th (FC/IH/DC).

Merlin:-

Bird present at Bamburgh throughout month (B.R.S.) and other sin-
gle birds at IHavannah on the 1li4th, Jesmond Dene on the 17th (ER) and at
St. Hary's Island on the 29th (JDP).

Kestrel:~-
6 reports concerning single birds, 5 of which were seen near
Newcastle the other at Bamburgh.

Water Rail:- _
On the 15th, over 3 at Bamburgh (B.R.S.). 1 at Fauxley on the
22nd (H.R.S.) and 2 at Gosforth Park on the 23rd (MM/IH).

Moorhen; -~
55 at Cresswell on the 15thh rose to ¢80 on the 28th (ER/MM).

Ccot:-
45 at Seaton Burn all month (BG). 6 in Amble Harbour on the 16th
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52 at Bolaw and 2 at Whittledene on the 22nd (JSB/IA) while the next
day saw 60 at Holywell (CED).

Oystcecrcatcher: -
Over 700 between Holy Island and Koss on the 7th, while 450
were counted off Deacons on the 29th (iMiy/MLC).

Lapwing: -

Over 1,800 near Acklington on the 2nd (DC) and 400 near Seghill
- on the 16th (BG): On the 28th and 29th many flocks of up to 500 were
noted at Ashington, Cresswell, Seaton Burn and Havannah (MM/BG).

Ringed Plover:-
~10 at Cresswell on the 28th (Mit).

Grey Plover:- '

27 on Holy Island flats and 1 in Budle Bay on the 7th (MM). 3
at Cresswell on the 15th and 1 at Amble next day (ER). 1 at Hauxley
on the 23rd (H.H.S.).

Golden Plovers:-

At Hauxley on thie 15th there werec "thousands" but by the 22nd
there were only 120, many of which had achieved partial Sunuer
plumage in particular one in full Summer plumage was of Northern
Race (H.R.S.). On the 2nd, 4,000 at Widdrington, 130 at Broom Hill
and 2,000 at Whittle Dene. 255 between Blyth and St. Mary's on the
22nd  (Mii).

Turnstone: -
100 between Ross and DBamburgh on the 7th (Pii).

Snipe:~

30 - 40 at lfauxley during the month (i.R.S.). 10 at swallow
Ponds on the 27th (FC). 32 at Bamburgh on the 22nd (B.R.S.) and
21+ at Gosforth Park on the 29th (1N).

Jack Snipe:-
‘ 2 at Bamburgh oh the 15th and at Hauxley on the 22nd (B.R.S./
H.R.S.) and at Gosforth Park (MN). Single birds at Whittledene on

the 22nd (JEO), Cresswell on the 28th (i) and near Ponteland on
the 29th (PAG).

Woodcock:=
at Gosforth Park on the 10th (MiH).

Curlew: - :

20 in Budle Bay on the 7th (Mii) and 50 at Grindon on the 29th
(RG/EL/WB) .
Bar-tailed Godwit:-

550 beotween Holy Island and Bamburgh on the 7th (111), c400 on
Holy Island on the 9th (Ji:B) and c500 at Ross at high tide onthe
29th (MLC).
Redshank: -

=t Swallow Ponds on the 23rd (Iili) and c200 at Cresswell on

the 28th (IMii}. ‘

Spotted Redshank:-
1 at renham Flats on the 9th (per FJS).

knot:—

900 counted along shore from Holy Island to Stag Rocks on the
7th (iiii). ©¢200 at Hauxley on the 22nd (].R.S.). 380+ at Seaton
Sluice on the 8th (CED) and the saue flock at St. Hary's Island on
the 28th ().

Purple Sandpiper:-
Over 80 at Stag Rocks on the 8th (B.R.5.) and 40 at Seaton
Sluice on the 22nd (lii).

Dunlin:-
3,450 between Holy Island and Stag Rocks on the 7th (rii) o

Sanderling:-
1,200 in ioly Island area on the 7th (Mis). 175 at Cresswell
on the 28th.

Coumaon Gull:-
A roost of 2,000 in Holy Island Harbour (JMB).
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Raz Urbll]_
on txc 22nd a bird on sea off Stag Rockb showing whlto prlnarles.

Guilleiiot:~
A total of 7 off Stag Rocks during month (B.R.S.).
Puffin:- ' ‘

4 off Stag on the 8th (B.R.S.) and 1 in Awmble Harbour on the 15th
(£Rr) . ;
Barn Owl:- »

1 quartcering at Cresswell on the 28th (i) .

Little Qwl:-
1 in Holywell Village on the 2nd (CID)

Long-eared OQwl: - : | am
6 near Fonteland on the 23rd (IH/Mi).

Green Woodpecker:-
1 in. Bamburgh trap area,(B.R.S.).

Great Spotted Woodpecker: -
On the 22nd at Gosforth Park 3, and 2 at Wit Ledons (MN/JEO). 1
heard in full song at Bamburgh on the 1lst (B.R.S.

§5ylark'—"‘ ‘ :

Only 30 at Hauxley until the 22nd when there were 70 (H.R.S. ) .
The 22nd also saw a great influx of many hundreds between Blyth and
St. hary's Island and 500 counted at Swallow Ponds (DC). Bnall influxes
noted on the-25th at iyncnouth (ER) and on the 28th at Cresswell when
flocks of 30 came in (IiM).

Hooded Crow:-

28 near Newcastle throughout nmonth (BER). 1 in Holy Island Harbour
on the 9th (JLB) and 20+ at Ashington on the 28th (i.i). These are the
largest numbers reported for many years,

riagpie: - :
A L at swallow Ponds on the 22nd (sii) and 4 at Ashington on the 28th
(piii)o
Marsh Tit:-
8§ at Hartburn on the 12th (DC/FC)

Dipper:-
1 at dallington on the 9th (Fc/1d/DC).

idistle Thrush:- . ; ;
Very siall movenent -on the 28th - 29th when first bird seen at
Hauxley since IHoveumber and in dunes at Cresswell (d Ho, S/R;..

Fieldfare:- )

60 at Seaton Burn on the 1lhth (BR) and c200 at Cresswell the next
day (RiW). On the 21st - 22nd there was a very noticeable influx.
ilany flocks of up to 150 in Rothbury arca (BR). 20 at lieggies Burn,
40 at Blyth Couetery and 200 at Hartley (Mii). Over 50 at Swallow
ronds (M) and 100 near Seghill (Si). 14 came in on the 23rd at
Hauxley (H.R.S.). Again on the 28th - 29th a small unovement took place
coupled with that of Song Thrushes when there were at least 100 at
Cresswell (iii) and c200 in Holywell Dene (JDP).

Song Thrush:-
i notable influx on the 28th, when 10 in the dunes and many clse-
where at Cresswell (Mi./RN).

Redwing: -

On the 22nd, a few hundred flew to roost in Gosforth Park (BG).
Very few around except when influx occurred on this day at Blyth (60)
and St. sary's Island (30).

Blackbird: - : 4
nosdight influx on the 23rd at Hauxley and Bamburgh. Very commnon
at Cresswell on the 28th (Hil). 9113 SR

Chiffchaff:-
2 at Bauburgh throughout month (B.R.S.).

Pipits (lieadow/Rock):-
4 noticeable influx after the 22nd at Hauxley (H.R.S.).

/"Alba" Wagtail




"Alha" Wagtail:-
2 flew in from sea at Amble on the 29th (ER) and an influx in
whitley Bay area on the 29th (JDP).

Waxwing: -

2 in Gosforth on the 16th (sli) and 5 near Rothbury on the 21st
(Br) .

Goldfinch: -

' 5 at pBamburgh on the 8th (B.R.S.).

Linnet: -
Heard singing at Bamburgh on the lst and had returned to
Hauxley area by end of month.

Bullfinch:- .
on the 9th, 6 at Hauxley (H.R.S.) and 12 at Colt Crag (DC).
4 flock of 20 at Prestwick on the 23rd (14/IH).

Chaffinch: - :

50 - 60 at Hartburn on the 9th (DC) and 100 at Moor Plant-
ation on the 22nd (siij when more than usual occurred with Green-
finches at dauxley (H.R.S.). ‘ ’

Brambling: - )
10 at Wew Horton Grange on the 22nd (sti). 2 at Cresswell on the

28th (1M/RN) .

Corn Bunting:-

c30 at Hauxley on the 9th (H.R.S.). 3 at St., Hary's Island on
the 22nd (JiUP) and a flock of 12 near Forest Hall on the 26th (FC).
3 singing males along West lMoor Road on the 28th (p1) .

Snow Bunting:- ‘ .
19 flew N. past Stag Rocks on the 2nd (B.R.S.) and on the 22nd
there were 40 - 50 on Town Moor (BG) and c¢50 at Swallow Ponds (RN) .

Tree Sparrow:-
50 at Whittledene on the 2nd (PJS).

ADDEIDUM ¢ -

On the 2nd of January an adult male Great Grey Shrike was picked
up dead in lower Holywell Dene. Its weight was 55grais. and in its
crop it had the lower mandible of a Bank Vole. (per CED.)

CONTRIGUTORS:- I. armstrong. bBamburgh Ringing Station. J. Ii. Bayldon.
7. 5. hooth. W. Srady. b. L. Chalmers. ¥. Colley. b. Collinson.

c. £. Douglas. B. Galloway. P. A. Geraghty. ®. &. Grey. liiss R. Grey.
I. Harrison. Hauxley Ringing Station. . Hodgson. D. Howey.

Miss E. Lobley. . iarquiss. S. Ikoffitt. M. Nattrass. R. Normane.

J. E. Orton. J. D. Parrack. . Robson. P. J. Stead. '

Brian Galloway is undertaking a project called "The Birds of
Killingworth". Any records of unusual species, flocks, wintering
of surmmering birds out of scason and breeding would be most welcomne.
The older newmbers of the Club who nay have access to records priocr to
1958 are carnestly asked to delve into their files for this infor-
mation. Will you please send all your inforumation, no matter how
small, on the above-mentioned topic to either B. Galloway,
59 Whitecroft Road, Killingworth Station, Mewcastle 12, or to me, when
you send in your uonthly records.

Will iierabers who have acquired "The uirds of Tees Side" by
Mr. 1. J. Stead, note that there is an error in the date of the
Broad~-billed Sandpiper which should read 1961 not 1962 (pJs).

NOTICE: -

The Coniiittee wish to announce that the Tyneside Bird Club's
“Annual Report for 1963 is now available price 3s. 6d. +6b d. postage
frowi Hr. A. Belshaw, 29 Lovaine Place, North Shields. The Report
contains a map of Worthumberland with all the places mentioned in
the bulletins narked on, a Status Survey, Shearwater Identification,
a monthly wigration report, ringing report and other srialler articles.
The Shearwater article has illustrations by J. P. Deacon. ¥e hope
you will support the Club by buying a copy.
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SUNMLARY

- An anticyclone which moved up the North Sea to the N. of Scotland
dominated  our weather until the 10th of the month.. This resulted in a
cold easterly air stream which brought falls of snow on the Lth, From
the 11lth to the 19th, a strong anticyclone became established over
Scandinavia, the E, - S.i. winds bringing heavy rain on the weekend of
the 1lhth and 15th. From the 19th until the 24th, the situation becane
cyclonic with deep depressions Wi of Ireland, giving us southerly winds.
Pressure began to rise over the country on the 25th, and until the end of
the month, the whole country was again within the circulation of an anti-
cyclone which was centred well to the N.E. of the EBritish Isles resulting
in S.E, winds.

One interesting feature of the month was the large numbers of
Whooper and Bewick Swans recorded. Flocks of L1 and 21 respectively
being reported from inland waters.

The first Sumuier visitors arrived on the 24th, in spite of the cold
weather. The black iledstart was the specie which caught most attention,
over seven having been reported - two still present on the 7th April.

From the 29th onwards, large flocks of Blackbirds were seen right up
the coast (except at Bamburgh!). '

During the month many dead sea birds were picked up all along the
coastline. The Long-tailed Duck appeared to be mainly affected.

Two Great Grey Shrikes seen towards the end of the month may have
been birds that had wintered in the county and were moving down to the
coast to await favourable winds for departure to the continent.

With the return of the Wheatears now firmly established in their in-
land breceding hauts, it secus as if Spring is here at last. So we can
look forward to warmer weather with some interesting bird watching thrown
in.

Included with the Bulletin are copies of a breeding census form.
The Committee hope that all members will take part in this census and
return the completed forus to the Recorder or Dr. J. D. Parrack,
1 Links Court, Whitley Bay, Northuuberland.

Will wembers please note the Club's Annual Iteport for 1963 is now
available price 3s. 6d. plus 6d. postage from Nr. A. Belshaw,
29 Lovaine Place, North Shields. The Report has been very well received
and sales are excellent, with every indication that a reprint might be
necessary, so if you require a copy, please order now to avoid dis-
appointment.

CLASSIFIED LIST

Divers:-
¢50 in Cresswell Bay on 8th (TH/MI) and 18 flew N. off St. lary's
Island on 1l4th (JDPP). Common in Chevington Burn area on 29th (BG).

Black~throated Diver:-
1 off ilauxley on 8th (H.R.S) and 2 flew N, off St. Mary's Island on
12th (JDP). 3 off Ross Back Sands on 30th in Summer plumage (B.R.S).

Great Northern Diver:- _
1 flew S. off Hauxley on 8th (H.R.S) and 3 in Holy Island Harbour on
31st (JMB/MB). '

1 /Red-throated Diver



Red~throated Diver:-

A maximum off Ross Back Sands of ¢20 on 30th (B.R.S.). 3 off
Hauxley on 8th and 28th (il.R.S) and many other single birds reported from
various parts of the coastline.

Great Crested Grebe:- A ‘ ,
A pair still displaying on same water as last month (BG). 2 in

Summner plumage off Ross Back Sands on 7th (DR/RN) and 3 off Cresswell the
next day (Ml/IH). '

Red-necked Grebe:- _ '
, 5 off Ross Back Sands on 7th (DR/RN) and thereafter 1 until 27th
(B.R.S). ~ 3 -
Slavonian Grebe: -
On the 7th off Ross Back Sands there was a party of c20 and two
groups of 10 with single ones here and there (DR/RI). By 30th there
were only 5 seen, 4 of which were in Summer plumage (B.R.S).

Little Grebe:-

5 at Grindon on 1lst (IH/Mii) and from 22nd - 29th birds returned to
their usual haunts.,

Fulmar: - ;

Over 200 off Budle Bay oﬁ,27th (MN) and 55 counted on castle nmount
at Bamburgh (B.R.S).

Gannet -

A total of 15 were seen flying . during the month, ‘12 of which were
seen on 22nd.

Cormorant: - A , ‘ '
18 flew N. off St. kary's Island in 1% hours on 12th (JDP).
Heron:- ~ » \ 9 : _
T2 at Halleypikes on 1st (IH/MM) and 2 flew E.N.E. over Bamburgh on
7th (B.R.S). 4 at Creéesswell on 28th (MN). Single birds at Palmersville
on 29th, Morpeth on 21st and Bamburgh on 27th.

Mallards:- , _ '

On 8th there were over 400 on sea at Seaton Sluice (CED) and ¢300
at Cresswell and by the 21lst, nuwabers had dropped to 200 and 50 respec-
tively (Ii/Mii). Numbers down to 30 at Gosforth Park on 27th and 40 at
Holywell Ponds on 28th (MN/#l).

Teals:- ' ‘ ’
c200 on sea at Cresswell on 8th (iii/IH) and on 22nd, 30 at North
Walbottle and 25 at Holywell Ponds (JSB/IHA/CED) and 25 at Ashington.

Garganey: -~ .
A male at Cresswell on 28th until end of month (RN/MN et al) and
another at Prestwick Carr on 22nd (ER).

Gadwall:- A
4 male at llolywell Vonds on 22nd until end of month (CED et al).

Wigeon: - , g
A maxinum at Grindon of over 200 on 4th (ER). 300 at Cresswell on

8th rose to 400 on 22nd (IH/Mii) and only 100 there on 28th. At Hauxley
on 27th/28th, 60 were off shore (H.R.S). 40 at Whittle Dene on 8th
(P.A.G) and a maxiwma of 29 at Holywell Ponds on 22nd (CED).

Pintail:-

9 at Grindon on 4th (ER) and on 8th there werc 4 on sea at Seaton
Sluice (CED) and 3 at Holywell Ponds (JbP). 1In the Cresswell area there
were 29 on 1lhth (RN) many of which were seen at Ashington and Linton
throughout the month,

Shoveler:- y

8 at Ashington on 8th (1iN) and ¢30 on the sca at Cresswell (MI/IH).
9 at Gosforth Park on 10th and 3 there on 29th (DR). The first 3 of the
season at ilolywell Ponds on 22nd (CED).

Tufted Duck:- ‘ '
There were 30 at Seaton burn on 8th which fell to 12 on 22nd, 21

at Havannah on 8th (BG)_ A maximum of 58 at ilolywell FPonds on 29th

(CED), ¢25 at Gosforth Park on 25th (IH) and 22 there on 30th (CW/JPD).

/Pochard
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Pochard: -

190 at Seaton Burn on 8th decreased to 30 on 22nd (BG) 57 at
Holywell Ponds on 22nd fell to 50 on 29th (CED). 22 at Cresswell on
22nd/23rd (PY). 25 at Ellington Pond on 21st (Si), but only 2 on 26th,
10 at Gosforth Park on 10th (DR) and 16 at Ashington on 28th (MN).

Goldeneye: -

On 1lst, there were 14 at Greenlee, 13 at Broomlee, 6 at Grindon and
4 at Halleypike (MM/IH)., &8 near River Alnmouth on 27th (PY). Single
birds and small parties were seen on many of the ponds and from most
points of the coastline.

Long-tailed Duck: -

c20 off Ross Pack Sands on 8th and several until end of month (B.R.S)
1 at Cresswell on 21st (MLC) was joined by another two and they were
still there on 31lst (MH). 1 at Holywell Ponds died on 27th (per Md) and
1 at Bamburgh Pool was found dead on 1lst April (B.R.S).

Velvet Scoter:-
A male off Seaton Sluice on 15th (PAG).

Comrion Scoter:-

Over 150 at Seaton Sluice from 15th to 30th (PAG/JHD). 20 off
Cresswell on 8th (iMli/IH). Large numbers off Stag and Ross Back Sands
throughout month (B. Q.S).

Fider:~
A maximum of 20 at Seaton Sluice on 29th (CED).

Red-breasted Mergansers-— 3 ,
Parties of up to 7 seen at Ross Back, Sands, Tynemouth, Stag Rocks,
Budle Bay, Cresswell, Chevington and Hauxley. i '

Goosander: -
On 1st, 11 at Greenlee, 3 at Broomlee and 4 at Halleypikes (IH/MM) .
14 at Whittle Dene on 7th (JSB/IHA).

‘Shelduck:- |
164 counted in Budle Bay on 26th (B.R.S).

Bean Gooses: -
15 at Grindon until 14th (JSB/IHA et al).

Brent Goose:- _
1 on River Tyne near Hexham on 29th and 30th (PAG).

Mute Swan:-
A maximum of 110 in Budle Bay on .26th (B.R.S).

Whooper Swan: -

Two very large flocks reported both of 41 birds, one at Grindon on
1st (IH/Mi.) and the other at Linton on 21st (MLC). Smaller flocks
totalling over 50 were seen in mnany parts of the area.

Bewick Swan:-

21 at Broomlee on 1lst (Mii/IH), 8 at Linton onlst (DR et al) and
2 there on 21st, 1 near Usworth, Durham on 29th (MLC) and 2 at Gosforth
Park from 25th to 27th (MM/JHD).

Buzzard:- (Sp?).
1l circling over Durhai on 2nd (DTP).

Merlin:-
A female at hanburgh on 27th (B.R.S).

Kestrel: -~ R . ; :
Single birds reported from Newcastle, Sunderland, Weardale,
Ponteland, Holywell and Ashington. 4 pair at Bawaburgh (B.R.S).

Black Grouse:=-
3 females at liuckle lioss on 14th (JSB/IH4).

Water Rail:-
A maximnun of 5 at Bamburgh during nmonth (B.R.S).

Moorhen: -~
20 at Cresswell on 8th rose to 35 on 22nd (MM). A pied bird at
Ellington on 31st (iH).
/Coot
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Coot:~-
At Tolywell Ponds, over 61 on 29th (CED).

Oystercatcher: -
On 12th, birds were becoting established at inland breceding grounds
and this process was alumost comnpleted by end of month,

Lapwing: -

c500 at Linton on 1lst (DR) and cl000 near Havannah Ponds on 8th (BG).
65 flew S.E. over St. Mary's Island on evening of 23rd were evidently
emigrating, (JDP) and a small coasting moveument was noted at Hauxley on
27th with many hundreds in the fields on 30th (H.R.S).

Grey Plover:-
34 flew past Ross Back Sands on 30th (B.R.S). 1 at Hauxley on 7th
and 3 at St. Mary's Island on 14th (H.R.S/JDP).

Golden Plover:-

00 at Grindon on lst and 200 there on 8th (JSB/IHA et al). ¢1000
near Havannah Fonds on 8th were later seen to leave flying high and
strongly to N.E. 400 at Widdrington on 26th (BG). 250 near Tranwell
Wood on 21st (Sii) and over 600 at Upper Holywell Dene on 30th (AB).

Conmion Snipe: -

A minitun of 80 at Gosforth Park on 22nd (MN) and 45 at Cresswell
(Mii). ¢50 during last few days of month at Hauxley (H.R.S). Only 3 at
Holywell Ponds on 29th (CED).

Jack Snipe:-

A maximun of 8 at Swallow FPonds on 27th (DC/FC) and 5 at Bamburgh
on 7th fell to 1 on 29th (B.R.S). U4 at Linton on 28th (MN) and single
birds at Seaton Sluice on 8th (BG), Cresswell on 1lhth (RN), Ashington on
21st (SM) and Hauxley on 27th (H.R.S).

Woodcock: =

1 heading £.N.E. over St. Mary's Island on 23rd -~ probably enigrat-
ing (JDP). Birds seen at Hexham, Hauxley, Heddon, Tynemouth, Cresswell,
Ross Links and Bauburgh during month.

Curlews=- ’

c200 at Grindon on 1st (IH/Mi{) fell to 19 on 25th (RG/WB/EL) when
a northerly moveuent of 40 was noted off St. liary's Island (JDP). Up
to 25 at Hauxley during month (H.R.S). Usual breeding pair returned to
Holywell Fonds (CED).

Whinbrel:-
1 on shore at Hauxley on 8th. It later flew N. (H.R.S).

Bar-tailed Godwit:~-
c50 off Ross Back Sands on 30th (B.R.S) and 2 flew N. off St. Mary's
Island on 31st (JDF).

Commion Sandpiper:=-
1 at Swallow Ponds on 27th (IH).

Redshank: -
On 22nd at Cresswell there were ¢80 (Mii) and c¢30 at Holywell Ponds
on 28th. The next day 50 were seen at Hauxley (H.R.S).

Knot: -

On 7th and 8th about 150 at Hauxley (H.R.S), 40 near Rarsdon on
27th (RN).
Purple Sandpiper:-

Over 26 at St. Mary's Island on 22nd (RW).

Dunlin:- '
cl50 at Cresswell on 8th and Ls on 22nd (MH). 1 at Blaydon Ponds
on 12th (IHA/JSB).

Sanderling:-

At St. lary's Island on 22nd there were ¢75 (RN) and cl4O on 27th
at Hauxley (H.R.S).

Greater B.B. Gull:-
25 inmatures flew S. off Seaton Sluice on 15th and 40 at Ponteland
on 27th with 6 adults (PAG).

/Lesser
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Lesscer B. B, Gull:- L
11 at Ashington on 22nd (Mi/IH) and on 26th, 1 at Gosforth Park
(MLC) and 6 on Town Moor (BG). 3 at Swallow Fonds on 28th (Mi1).

Herring Gull:-
Moving N. at ¢600 per hour on 26th off Hauxley and smaller number
until end of month (H.R.S). ’

Comnion Gull:-

A northerly novement of 60 per hour off St. Mary's Island on 12th
(JpP).
Glaucous Gull:-

1 flew N. off Hauxley on 26th was a 1lst W. (H.R.S).

Iceland Gull:-
A sub adult flew N. off Hauxley through sand dunes on 15th (H.R.S).
A second year bird at Cresswell on 8th (Mii).

Kittiwake:-
A southerly passage off St, liary's on 28th of nearly 1000/hr. (Mi).

Sandwich Tern:-
1 flew N. off St. liary's Island on 25th (JDP).

Little Owl:~-
2 at a nest near Morpeth on 30th (per SM).

Tawny Owl:-
1 at Bawburgh on 31lst (B.R.S).

Skylark:-
lMany singing at Cresswell on 8th (IH). TFlocks of up to 12 were

passing high over Seaton Burn to the N.W. on 22nd (BG). 200 at Hartley
on 20th and 2 - 300 at Blyth Bay on 27th many of which cane in off sea
(MIN). On 30th large numbers in Upper Holywell Dene area with a flock of
clio (AB).

Carrion Crow:-
30 at St. Mary's Island on 23rd (JDP). During morning of 29th,
clh0 coasted S. (H.R.S).

dooded Crows-

A naxiwmum of 7 at Ashington tip on 8th and 3 at Chevington on 29th
(IH/Ml). 2 at Longhirst on 26th (Si) and 2 at Bamburgh on 30th and 1 on
3lst. Over 50 at Seaton Burn on 21st (ER) and single birds at Blaydon,
Ross Links and 3 at St. lMary's Island on 23rd (JDP).

Great Tit:-
1 appeared at Hauxley on 30th (H.R.S).
Blue Tit:-
Flocks of ¢50 in Tranwall Woods on 21st (sM).

Willow Tit:-
3 at Iulne Park on 1lst (JHD) and over 6 near Hexham on30th (PAG) .

Long-tailed Tit:-
10 at Gosforth Park on 25th (DC).

Nuthatch:-
2 visiting a garden in Hamsterly Mill (nr. Comsett) on 2nd (BR).

Dipper: -
1 at Mitford on 21st (SM).

Fieldfarec: -

The largest flocks reported were of 200 at Cresswell on 8th (MM/IH),
170 at North Walbottle on 22nd (IHA/JSB), 120 at Havannah on 23rd (Mif)
and over 100 at Seaton Burn on 29th (DR). Smaller flocks were scattered
throughout the region.

Song Thrush:-

A definite increase at ilauxley on 1lst and from 26th until end of
month when 3 continental race were trapped (H.R.S). A bird sitting on
eggs in lewcastle on 20th (RN).

Redwing: -
3 flocks of 60 were seen, one at Cresswell on 8th (MH/IH), another
at North Walbottle on 22nd (IHA/JSB) and final one at Hauxley on 29th

(H.R.8). ¢30 at Havannah on 23rd (bi.).
5.
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Ring Ouzel:-
One scen and heard in Tynemouth on 31lst (AB/CB).

Blackbird: - .o

At Hauxley, birds were noted moving through during whole of month,
and up to 150 were roosting in the woods from 29th onwards. Large
increcases were also noted on 29th at Chevington (BG), on 30th in Upper
Holywell Dene (AB) and c200 at Holy Island on 31st {(JMB/MB).

Wheatear:- :

First recorded was 1 at Hartley on 24th (JDP) and on next day at Peel
Crags (WB/RG/EL). By 26th, single birds at Blyth Eay, Ashington and
LHitford (SM). On 27th they werc present in high Cheviot valleys above
Alwinton (PY) and .3 in lower Holywell Dene (AB/MH). On 30th, 1 at
St. Mary's Island (CED) and 3 at Holy Island on 31lst (JMB/MB).

Stonechat: -
1 in Bawburgh Dunes on 28th (IHA/JSB).

Black Redstart:-

. A pair- of adults at Bondicar on 29th (IH/BG) and 1 fenale at
Hauxley (H.R.S). On 26th, a female at St. liary's Island (SM) and a
pair at North Shields until end of month (IiH). A male at Holy Island on
31st (JrB/MB). '

Robin: -~
An influx at Hauxley froum 26th - 30th (H.R.S) and on 31lst at St.
Mary's Island there were 3 on the shore - very pale breasted (JDP).

Phylloscopus: -

1 at Cleadon Iills, South Shields on 30th and 1 at St. lary's Island
on 31st (MLC/JDP).
Chiffchaff:- :

Wintering pair last seen at Bamburgh on 8th, a single bird trapped
on 26th and remained until 2nd April (B.R.S). :

Goldcrests: - i :

2 in duncs at Bamburgh on 28th were still there on 30th (B.R.S).
Dunnocks: - :

15 to 20 in Whitley Bay Cemetery on 22nd (RN).
Meadow Pipits- ' -

A small coasting movenent northwards was noted at Hauxley from 27th,
and on 28th there were ¢50 in a very small area (H.R.S).

Pied Wagtail:-
On 22nd, there were 6 at Ashington and 5 at Cresswell, 6 at Swallow
Ponds on 28th when there were at least 8 in Bamburgh (MNM/B.R.S).

White Wagtail:-

1 near St. lary's Island on 30th (CED). 2 "alba" in Whitley Bay
Cemetecry on 29th (RN;. 1 at dauxley on 28th and a flock of 16 "alba"
there on 27th (H.R.S

Grey Wagtail:-

This spccies is now almost back to status of years prior to 1962.
A flood of reports of birds seen in breeding areas inland. 1 at Tynemouth
from 25th - 31st (ifl) and 2 at Bamburgh on 28th (B.R.S).

Waxwing: -
A maximua of 7 stayed in E. Newcastle from 1st to 3rd (MB)., &4 in
Wideopen on 21st (SM). &4 in Gosforth on 25th and still 2 on 26th (BG).

Great Grey Shrike:-
1 in folywell Denc on 23rd (JDP) and another at Budle Bay on 31st
(BRI S

Starling:
Small coasting movements noted towards end of month.

Greenfinchis -
c300 at Prestwick Carr on 22nd (ER).

Goldfinch:~-
12 near Grindon on 1st (IH/Mt). 2 near iiitford on 22nd (DR) and 1
at liolywell Ponds on 28th (MH). :

/Linnet
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Linnet: -

Increases noted at end of month, A flock of 30 in Holywell Dene on
30th (AB). 960 at St. lary's Island and 40 in Whitley Bay Cemetery and
a further increase in Holywell Dene on 31lst (JDP). A roost of cl50
for?ed in Gosforth Park from 16th - 20th but by 21st it had dispersed

rCc). :

Bullfinch:-
6 at Hulne Park on lst (JilD) and over 6 at Hexham on 30th (PAG).
Smaller nuubers reported from Holywell Dene, Bamburgh, Newton and Linton.

Chaffinch: -

Over 100 at Greenlee on.lst (Mi/Id). 4 flock of 50 at Tranwell on
26th (8ii) and a flock of over 40 in Upper Holywell Dene on 30th (AB).
c200 at Prestwick on 22nd (ER).

Brambling: -
cl00 at Prestwick on 22nd (ER) and a male with Chaffinches and c50
Greenfinches in Holywell Dene on 30th (AE).

Corn Bunting:-
The roost at Bamburgh reached 60 on 7th (B.R.S).

Snow Bunting:-

Numbers dropped considerably at South Shields during month. On
30th, 1 at Whitburn and c¢30 at Cleadon Hills (MLC) and 1 at St. Mary's
Island on 1lst. 3 at Stag Rocks on 15th and 1 remained until 28th (B.R.S).

Trec Sparrows:- )
On 31st, over 40 in Holywell Dene - a big increase (JDP). 6 at
Bamburgh throughout month (B.R.S).

List of Contributors

I. H. Armstrong. - D. Collinson. S. Moffitt.

Bamburgh Ringing Station. J. H. Doick. N. Nattrass.
J. M. Bayldon. : . C. E. Douglas. R. Norman.

M. Bell. B. Galloway. D. T. Parkin.
A. Belshaw, Miss Re. Grey. J. D. Parrack.
irs, C, Belshaw. I. Harrison. D. Richardson.
J. S. booth, Hauxley Ringing Station. E. Robson.

li. L., Chalners. M, Hodgson. C. Watson.

P, Ceolley. M, Marquis. P. Yeoman.

Membership British Trust for Ornithology

Shortly, Club nembers who are¢ not known to be members of the B.T.O0.
will receive with their monthly bulletin, a leaflet offering membership
and a specimen copy of the first issue of new "B.T.0. News". This news-
letter (published every six weeks) is a new venture on the part of the
"Trust" to keep rnembers up-to-date with recent happening in the "bird
world" and also includes articles on bird ringing and the bird obser-
vatories,

Also the B.T.0's quarterly publication is to be increased by about
100 pages a year to incorporate the publication "Bird Migration'.
Opviously all this has to be paid for, so the B.T.0., are appealing to
everyone who is interested in birds to contribute by becoming a menmber
of the Trust. Anyone who is interested in joining the B.T.0. should
write to the Secretary, who will be pleased to furnish any information
required.

The address is:-

Mr. D. Wilson,
Secretary,
’ British Trust for Ornithology,
bBeech Grove,
Tring,
Herts,

"Some of the enquiries carricd cut by the B.T.0. are given overleaf.

/Trust
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Trust-aided Investigations

This is an official B.T.0. enguiry, approved and supervised by the
Scientific Advisory Committee and organised by a member with help from
the Trust office.

STATUS OF SMALL BIRDS OF PREY AND CORVIDS (Ian Prestt, c/o The Nature
Conservancy, lionks Wood Bxperimental Station, Abbots Ripton, Huntingdon),

This new enquiry is mow in progress and the Organiser would welcone
additional offers of help:.and be pleased to supply full details. The
species concerned are the Buzzard, Sparrow-Hawk, Merlin, Kestrel, Barn
Owl, Little Owl, Tawny Owl, Carrion Crow, Magpie and Jay. In addition to
the general enquiry there is also a detailed study being carried out
involving the detailed censusing of areas which are particularly well
known to the observers. If any nemnber has a really detailed knowledge
of the birds of prey in his area his help will be extremely valuable.

B.T,0. Permanent Enquiries

These enquiries are similar to Trust-aided Investigations but are
established on a permanent basis. The larger enquiries are administered
by full-time research workers on the B.T,0. staff under the supervision
of a scientific coumittee or a specialist sub-comuaittee.

NEST RECORD SCHEME (H. Mayer?Gross, 5.T.0., Beech Grove, Tring,
Hertfordshire).,

New contributors to this permanent enquiry will be welcome, espec-—
ially if they are able to maintain observations on breeding in an area
over all or a large part of the breeding season. Full details may be
obtained from the Trust office.

BREEDING SEASON CENSUS OF COMMON BIRDS (X. Williamson, B,T.0., Tring).
BIRD RINGING SCHENE (R. Spencer, B.T.0., Tring).

ANNUAL CENSUS O HERONWRIES (J Stafford, Westering, Moor Lane,
Brighstone, Isle of Wight). 4

-

Will nmewmbers who find ringed sea birds (espzcially if they have
monel rings) please get in touch with Mr. P. Yeoman before reporting
the recovery to the B.T.0, Ringing Office. It is quite usual to find
the odd Shag or ¥#ider along the coast or on the Farnes which were ringed
by the N.H.S. Uir. Yeoman's address is 19 Clyvedon Rise, South Shields.

All reports for April to be sent to the Recorder, li. Bell, by
7th iay, 1964. 11, Bell's address is 15 Rosewood Crescent, Walkerville,
Newcastle 6.

The next Club liceting will be held on Thursday, 1l4th May, 1964 in
the Y.ii.C.h., Blackett Strect, Newcastle upon Tyne.
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CLASSIFIED LIST

Divers:-
Over 300 on the sea at Cresswell on 7th (MM) and 9 flew N, off
Hauxley on 1lth (H.R.S.).

Black-throated Diver:-
At Cresswell, 2 flew N. on 10th (JDP) and 1 present the next day and
on 18th (JSB/KHA).

Great Northern Diver:-
On thne 2nd, there were 2 in Holy Island Harbour (1) and 1 off
St. Mary's Island (JDP).

Red-throated Diver:-

c50 off Ross Links on 2nd (B.R.S) and 3 off St. lary's Island (JDP).
.3 at Howick on 8th (MLC) and off Stag on 1lth. On 18th, 2 flew N: of £
Hauxley (H.R.S) and 1 off Cresswell (JSB/IHA).

Slavonian Grebe:-
20 off Ross on 2nd, wmany of which were coning into Sunier plunage
(B.R.S.).

Little Grebe:- ‘ '
. 2 at Ashington from 4th to 18th, when 2 were at Cresswell and 2 at
Woolsington. U4 at Grindon from 19th to 25th (JSE/IHA).

Manx Shearwater:- ‘
e 1 and % .flew N:. off St. lary's on 2nd (JDP) and the next day 1 flew
Ns off Hauxley (H.k.S.). R ‘ o

Fulmar: -

_ Northerly rnovements of 120 - 180 per hour were noted on Lth, 19th
and 25th. A maxinunm of 62 on ledges at Bamburgh on 19th (B.R.S.). 15
at jlartley on 15th and 3 flew N.W. over Radcliffe Village on 16th (PR/BG).

Gannet: =~
The largest northerly moveuent reported was of 23 off Seahouses on
1st (kii). Swmaller numbers involved on Lth, 11th and 19th.

Heron: - .
2 at Gosforth Park from 3rd to 7th (BG et al). 3 at Cresswell on
lst and 1 at Bauburgh on 1lth (MLC/B.R.S.).

Mallard:-
30 at Gosforth Park on 7th (BG). Several birds from various parts
of the county had successfully hatched eggs by the end of the ionth.

Teal:-
¢80 at Gosforth Park dropped to 40 on 20th - a fall in numbers which
was reflected in most other areas towards end of uonth.

Gargany: -
A pair at Gosforth Park on 12th and 14th and what was probably the

same pair scen at Swallow Ponds on 19th and remained until end of month
(BG et al). A male at Cresswell on 7th and 10th (M/HB).

Gadwall:-

On 2nd, 2 at Seaton Burn (IH) and a male at Holywell Ponds which
remained until 4th (CED/MIi). A pair at Cresswell on 10th (MB) and a nale
at Gosforth Park on 18th (RN).

Wigeon:-
150 at Cresswell on 1lst (MLC) and c100 in Budle Bay the next day

(B.R.S.). 14 at Gosforth Park on 20th (BG) and 8 at Grindon on 21st
(Db) were the largest numbers reported towards end of month.

Pintail:-
' 6 pairs at Linton on 1lst (MLC) nost of which were seen until 1llth

both there and at Cresswell., 2 at Gosforth Park on 4th (}MN) and a pair
on Holy Island on 25th (WRS). :

/Shoveler



Shoveler: : g

Present in small nunbers at nost of the uagor tduck'! ponds during
month, : S e

Scaup:-~ '
A male off Hauxley on lSth(H RVSY) .
Tufted Duck:-

The largest flocks recorded were on 4th when 35 were at ﬁqrtburn,
35 at Bolam (EM) and 80 at Ilolywell Ponds (Mi1) .

Pochard:- ' S
TTUThT at” Holywell on 2nd had all left by 1I3th (JDP) 3 at Cresswell on
25th (MLC). A few other birds were seen in earlier half of month,

Goldeneve: -

‘15 at Newton on 4th dropped to 6 on 11lth (JSB/PRE) 11 at wingates
on 9th fell to 3 on 26th (Mik/IH). ‘ '

Long—talled Duck: -
ol 3 at Cresswell onlst, 2 of which remained until uth (MLC et al). 15
off Holy Island on 2nd (h;} 2 off nauxley on 5th and 10 off Stag on
11th (H.R.S3/B.R.S.),

Velvet Scoter:- ’ ,
7 off Ross Links on 2nd and 1 flew $. off S3tag on 11th (B.R.Sf)‘

Commaon Scoter:-
On the lst, c200 off Seaton Sluice (MLC) and cl00 off Stag and 100
off Ross Links (B.u S.). Up to Lo off ilauxley during month (H.R.S.).

KEider:-

On the 1lst, 20 off Seaton Sluice (MLC) and 30 in Budle Bay (BLRGSS) o
c200 off Hauxley on 1lth (H.K.S.).

Goosander: -
6 at Malllngton on 5th and 1 near Shield on Wall on 23rd (PAG).

Shelquck'—
c60 in Budle Bay on 2nd (B.R.S.)..

Grey Lag Goose: -
On 25th, a single bird at qoly Island (WRS) and the next day one was
at Wingates Moor (MM/IH). :

Pink-footed Goose:-
1 flew N. off Whitley Bay on Ath (Jnp).

Brent Goose:~- '
A dark breasted bird at Boulner on 1llth (PRE).

Mute Swan:
“ 80 at Ludle Bay on 2nd (B.R.S. )

Whooper Swan:-
17 at Grindon on 12th, dropped to 1 on 28th (pB et al) 5 at
Linton and Cresswell on 25th (Ili/MN).

Sparrow Hawk:- . ' ‘
A male and fenale seen in Gosforth Park during'ponth. A male at
Sunderland on 20th (PH) and one at Seaton Burn in 25th (PAG).

Merlin:-
A female at Gosforth iark on 4th (JPD/CW).

Kestrel:- .
alngle birds seen at BHoldon, Washington and near Tyne Dridge.

Black Grouse:-
A blackcock near Sweethope on 12th (PAG)

Water Rdll‘~
4 at Bamburgh on 3rd (B.R.S.}.

Coot: -
‘80 on Holy Island Lough on 2nd (k).

Lapwing: -
Many flocks of up to 200 in Hauxley area on 4th (H RaSs ) n

/Ringed Plover
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Ringed Plover:~
c20 in Budle Bay on 2nd. (B.R.S.).

Grey Plover:- "
I at Cresswell on.6th was joined by another on 1lth, both of which
remained until 18th (MB et.al). .1 at Hauxley on 1llth (H.R.S.).

Golden Plover:-

: flocks of over 180 birds were reported at Hauxley on 6th, Craster on
4th, Ashington on 7th and Grindon on 19th.. By 25th, however, the Grindon
flock was down to 80 (SI/IHA et al). :

Turnstone: ~ ,
c100 in Sudle Bay on 2nd (H.R.$.) and 83 at Boulmer on 1lth (PRE).
Snipe:F _
¢1l00 at Gosforth Park on 7th (BG). Snmaller flocks of up to 14
reported from other ponds.

Jack Snipe:-

From 1lst until 18th, there were 2 at Bamburgh (B.?.S). 2 at Brenkly
on 1lst (IH) and 1 at Seaton Burn on 2nd (DR) when another was in Budle
?ay)(H.R.S.). 4 at Swallow Ponds on 5th (DC) and 1 at Ashington on 7th

Mii) .

Wbodéoék:r _
Birds seen at Ravensworth, Bywell, Longhoughton and Gosforth,.

Curlew: -

On the 2nd, 8, 5 and 11 came in off sea from S.E. at St. Mary's
Island (JDF). 150 at Deadnell on 5th (Sli) and 8 at Holywell on 10th (HH).
10 at flauxley until 18th (I.R.S.). :

Whinbrel: - ;
2 at iazelrigg on 28th (Exk).
Black-tailed Godwit:-
7 in full Swauer plunage at Cresswell on 18th (JsB/IHA) .

bBar-tailed Godwit:~- \
5 in Budle nay on lst (B.R.S.) and 2 at Newton on 5th (si) »

Couition Sandpiper: - ‘

1 at staward by 12thv(JDP) and single birds secn until 17th when
there were 6+ near Thropton (MH/ER) thereafter, nunibers steadily increas-
ing. .

rRedshank: - ‘
100 at Hauxley on 5th (H.R.S.) and 75 at Cresswell on 7th (11).
Greenshank: - _ .
Single birds seen at Swallow Ponds on 18th, Holywell Ponds on 26th
and Gosforth Park on 29th (CiLB/RN et al).

Xnot: -
Over 250 near Hauxley on 1lth and 15th (H.R.S.). Smaller flocks at
other coastal areas during early part of month. '

Purple Sandpiper:- : '
A naximum of 70 at Stag on 11ith (B.R.S.) when 18 were at !Tauxley
(H.K.8.). 30 at St. iiary's Island on 4th (MN). -

Dunlin:- »
cl00 at Cresswell on 1st (MLC) and 300+ at bBudle Bay on 2nd (B.R.S.)>

Sanderling: -
Over 60 at St. lary's Island on 4th (Mii/liN). 30 at Hauxley on 18th
(FEeRruSay),s A

Ruff:- ’ ‘s i
1 at ilolywell Ponds on 9th (JDP).

Grey FPhalarope:-
A bird in Winter plumage by Seahouses Ilarbour on lst (i)

Great Skua:- :
One flew il. off 3t. liary's Island on 4th (Mii) and another on 19th
(JDP). ' : - ; S

/Lesser B. E. Gull
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Lesser Black-backed Gull:-
10 at Gosforth Park on 1l4th and several flew W. over Killingworth
the sarne day. liany between Ashington and Widdringtoh on 25th (BG).

Iceland Gull:- W
. One off shore at Hauxley on15th (H.R.S.). /One at Holywell Ponds
on 9th and 18th (MH/PAG)_/

Glaucous/Iceland:-
1 off Hauxley on 1lth (H.R.S.).

/Little Gull:-
Onc flew N. off Seaton Sluice on 1lth (SM):_/

Black Tern:-
One at Holywell Ponds on 20th (JDP).

Couiuic Tern: - ‘
2 flew W. off Craster on 6th (S8ii) and 1 at St. Mary's Island on
13th {(iin).

Roseate Tern:-
1 flew N. off St. IMary's Island on 28th (JDP).

Sandwich Tern: -
1 at St. liary's Island on 10th and on 1lth, a heavy northerly pass-
age was noted and this species was recorded frequently therecafter.

Black Guillecumiot:=- .
1 near rFarnes on 1lst (per mii).

Stock Dove:- _ ‘ , ‘ pt
1 at pawburgh on 2nd (B.R.S.). 1 at Seaton Sluice on 19th and more
than usual in Gosforth during month (BG). : '

Wood Figeon:- ; .
Ovor 200 near Stannington on 5th (ER).

Cuckoo: -
Pfirst was one at Prestwick Carr on 12th (iIR). On 26th there was
one at Chevington Burn and another at Mitford (BG/IH). 1 at Bedlington

on 27th (JDP) and one at iauxley on 28th (H.K.S.).

Barn Owl:
On lhth, one was found dead near Scaton Delaval and 1 was seen at
Killingworth (i/BG). B

Tawny Owl:-
A bird with 3 young on 20th near Stanley (DB).

Long-eared Owl:-
1 at Hauxley on 3rd and 5th (H.R%S5 ).

Swifts:- _ » ,
T 1 at Wlngates on 26th (IH) was the first reported this year. A
bird at Gosforth the next day, 2 seen on 28th and 6 at Whittledene on
30th.

Swallow:~ »

10 on 1hth at Bywell (PR). Very few until 18th when a small influx
occurred, after this date this species rapidly spread over the whole
area.

House lMartin:-
2 at St. liary's Island on 18th (SM). 1 at Whittledene on 30th
(PAG).

Sand lartin:-

3 birds were seen on 1llth at 3 different localities and from then
on numbers quickly built up especially at the inland breeding sites,
e.g., 60 at Bywell on 1l4th (PR).

RrRavens -

Noted in the Cheviots on 6th.
Crows (Sp)?:-

A coasting southerly uoveiient was noted from 9th to 1lth when small
parties were seen off Hauxley, Cresswell and St. liary's Island.

/Hooded -
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iHooded Crow:- St

7 at ashington Tip on 7th (1i:) one of which remained until 18th,
Other birds seen at Hauxley, Bawburgh, iloly Island, Newton, Craster,
Ross and South Shields during first fortnight.

Fieldfare:-

On 1llth, 2 flew in off sea at Cresswell and 1 came in at Hauxley
(IHA/H.R.S.). 25 at Seaton Purn on 27th (Mi{). A few individuals still
present near the coastal regions at end of month. 100 at Gosforth Park
on 21st (BR). f

Song Thrush:- ve ]
lMany were noted passing through Hauxley during iaonth, especially on
18th and 19th (H.3X.S.).

Redwing: -
Many roostlng in Gosforth fark on 7th w1th fieldfares - the flock .

estimated to be over 500 (ii.). 27 at Longhoughton on htn (JsB/KHA) .

Ring .Ouzel: -~ : . :
Recorded frcquently in brecd;nb sites from 3rd onwards. A male and
female at Hauxley on 19th (H.R.S.).

Blackbird:-
Departure of 3 flocks of 20 with 20 Redw1nys and 6 PFieldfares
heading N.E. over Hartley on 2nd (JDl) This movement continued until
the 5th and was noted also at ﬂauxloy.

VWheatear'—
Birds building up during month in breeding haunts and numerous
scattered records from coastal areas. ‘

Stonechat:- .
1 at Prestwick on 3rd (EH).

Whinchat: -~ .
1 at Tanfield Fonds on 13th (Ri:P). On 19th, there wére 2 at-
sanburgh and 2 At Cresswell (B.R.S./RN). Frowm 25th onwards, single birds
‘were often seen in Hauxley, Cresswell, Cleadon and Bamburgh areasl

Redstarts- .

1 at rrestwick Carr on 12th (ZR). A rnale in Cleadon ﬁllls onn 16th
(MLC) and on 18th, a male near farsdon (JUP). On 25th, there was a
simall influx noted at Hauxley, Cresswell and liarsden, thereafter, the
species steadily increased in numbers. : : “ 5t -

Black Redstart:-
The male of the pair reported last month renalngd until 7th at
North Shields (idi). 2 feuwales at Craster on 4th (SN).

Grasshopper Warbler:- ' ‘

1 at Lywell on 18th (PAG). 2 at St. liary's Island on 20th and 1
at North Shields (IMH/Sii). At Gosforth Park, 1 on 22nd increased to 6
on 27th though by 30th there were only 2 (i1). 1 at Baisburgh on 25th
and at Chevington on 26th (B.ik.S./BG). '

Sedge Warbler:-

1 at Holywell on 20th (JDP) and at least 2 at Bamburgh on 25th
(5.R.S.). ©On 26th, there were 2 at Gosforth Park (TW) and 1 at
Chevington (BG). By the 30th, onec was seen at Whittledene (PAG).

Blackcap:- i P
1 at ilauxley on 1lth and 2 on 12th (H.R.S. ) An influx noted on

18th and 19th (whon totals of c¢6 being scen at Dansburgh, Hauxley and
Tyneuiouth) was noted in most coastal arcas and blrds were seen moving
westwards through Gosforth Park and other places until 23rd (B& et al)

Garden Warbler:- T :
1 near blagdon on 19th (I#). 3 at Cresswell on 25th and 2 at
Gosforth Park on 26th (LN/RN). :
Whitethroat:
A few caue in with blackcaps on 18th and 19th (4 were secn at
Hauxley during this tine (H.R.S.). )

Lesser Whitethroat:-
1 at osamburgh on 26th (B.RR.S.).

/Willow
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Jlllow Warbler:-
51ngle bird at Hauxley and at Gosforth Park on 16th (H.R.S/BG).
From 18th onwards mnany were noted both inland and in coastal areas. A

steady passage of birds moving N. and coming in was noted up to the cend
of 'the month.

Chiffchaff:-

1 at Howick on 8th (MLC). 1 at Samburgh on 1llth and 2 on 18th
(B.1k.S.). 2 at Stocksfield on 14th (Pk) and 1 in Gosforth Park on 16th
(BG).”*;Q other birds heard singing from 19th until end of month.

Wood Warbler:-
1 singing at Stocksfield on 30th (TW).

Goldcrest:

7 .1 at iionks House on 12th (PRE). 5 at Hauxley on 5th rose to 8+ on
19%hy ((H «RLS o) « '

Spotted Plycatcher:-

.1 at Blyth Cemetery on 19th (MH) and another at Holywell the next
day_(JDP).

Fied flycatcher:-
1 at Stocksfield on 30th (TW).

leadow ripit:-

A northerly movenient noted at Craster on 5th and 6th (SiM). On
18th/19th when therce were 30 at BDamburgh, small parties were seen coning
in off the sea at 5t. lary's Island (MH).

Trece Pipit:-
1 singing at Alnwick on 26th (ER).

/Uater Tipit:-
2 at YHolywell Ponds on 2nd {JDP)

White ‘Jagtail:- e
2 at Fauburgh on 1lth (Qou.b.). 1 at dolywell from 13th until 20th
(JDP). On 25th, 2 at Cresswell and single birds at Bamburgh and Hauxley.

Grey Wagtail:- ’ _
1 at Banburgh on 11th (I.1.8). 2 at Stocksfield on 1lh4th (PR) and
one at Swallow Fonds on 22nd (IH). '

Ycllow wWwagtail:-

2 at iiartley on 18th (MN/RN) and 5 at Holywell Ponds on 23rd (J0P)
2 of which had rings on! On the 26th there was a total of 7 birds seen
fron Tanfield, S5tocksfield and Chevington Burn.

Blue-headed Wagtail:-
A male at —aiburgh on 18th/19th (3B.k.S5.).

Hawfinch: - :

A 51n"lc bird at parrasford on 15th (TW).
Greenfinch: -

Large influxes were noted at Dauburgh and Holywell on 8th and 11lth.
Goldfincl

X prcsent at Tauxley and Banburgh during month. 2 at Prestwick Carr
on 5th (Bu).
Linnet:-

150 flew N.W. over Bamburgh on 26th (B.R.5.).

Redpoll:-

An associated moveuent of 60 to thut of Linnet was noted at lamburgh.
A few present at .lauxley after 25th (H.»n.8.). 20 in Deamish on 20th (DB).

Hullfinch:-
7 at Craster on 4th (Sﬂ). Single pairs reported from Gosforth,
bamburgh, Rock and iporpeth.

Crossbill:- }
A pair in Cheviots on 6th (¥MLC).

Brambling: - ‘
20 at Prestwick on 3rd and 5th with Chaffinches (iXi). 1 at
Bamburgh on 1lst (B.R.S.) and 2 came in off sea at Hauxley on 1llth where
there was one until the 19th \d R.S. )
/Corn
6.



Corn Iunting:~

i roost of ¢30 at Hauxley on 25th (4.R.S.). 3 at Sti liary's on
7th (JbP) and 1 singing in new area near Ponteland on 28th (Eii). 3
pairs at Bauburgh during month (B.K.S.).

Reed Bunting: -
30 at pamburgh on 18th (L.1.S.).

Snow sunting: - _
A wale at Cleadon 1{ills on 16th (1LC).

LIST OF COLUTRIBUTORS

I. Y. Arnastrong. B: Galloway. M. Nattrass.
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J. $. Booth. I. dHarrison. J. D. Parrack.
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W. Lrady. +s Hodgson. P. Robson.

M. L. Chaluwers. ¥. Hogge. P+ HRoutledge.
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C. E. Douglas. B¢ Meeck. C. Watson.

F. R, Evans, Sy roffitt. T, «inter.

B.T.0./NATURE CONSIILVANCY.

Census on Tawnv Owls, barn Owls, .
Kestrel and Sparrow Hawk.

All sight or breeding records of any of the above-named species are
requested. Hewbers are asked to note all sight records of the above
from the widdle of liay until the end of June, giving the locality (with
mnap references if possible) and tiwe of day when observed.

All reports to be sent to ilr. I. Prestt c/o The Nature Conservancy,
b
Monks Wood Experiuiental Station, Abbots Ripton, Huntingdon.

CO0T CTiisUSs.

lir. A. iiacdonald is conducting a census on the population of Coots
in INorthuwaberland and Durham from liay 1964 until June 1965. lembers are
requested to send all information (espccially for dates 17th liay and
13th December, 1964 and 16th unay, 1965) to Mr. A. liacdonald, 2 Briarsyde,
benton, Newcastle 12,

ALL REFORTS TO L1 IN LY 8th JUNE, 1964 to ii. Bell, 15 Rosewood
Crescent, Valkerville, Newcastle 0.
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SULLARY

The month began with an anticyclone over irance, whilst pressure
was low to the N. of the British Isles. Winds were S.W: to W. until the
13th. The higher pressure to the S, however, gravitated slowly E. well
into Burope. On the 1hth, an anticyclone developed over S.W. Ireland
and moved slowly E: across southern England on the 15th and into
Germany by the 17th, resulting in S. to S.E. winds. On the 21st, a
fairly deep depression to the V. of Scotland moved S.E. into Biscay by
the 23rd. This depression then turned eastwards into ¥France, finally
disintegrating altogether. Il.eanwhile, a ridge of high pressure becane
established froi Scandinavia to Iceland, giving mostly light, easterly
winds, until the 28th. From the 29th, another depression becane slow-
moving to the W, and 3.W. of Britain, while pressure remained high to
the N, and later became relatively high off the E. coast.

During the first 10 days of the month there was a small influx of
White Wagtails and 2 Red-taroated vripits were seen near fHHauxley. Num-
bers of Warblers,; flycatchers and "Chats" slowly built up and from the
16th to the 18th, where there were S.i&. winds, quite a fall of these
species occurred. This iovement rapidly dwindled though it was apparent
until the 24th. ‘<Thereafter, except for a suiall sea passage on the 25th,
the winds being to the North of Zast, very little of importance occurred
thiough at Spurn in Yorkshire, this was the tiue when nany rarities were
seen. The probably reason for Spurn receiving so many aigrants and we
having so little, is that Spurn had B: or S5.B. winds- and we being
further li. were having N. dLasterly. a Marsh Harrier on the ‘21st, .and a
fair crop of 4 Reed Warblers on the 9th and 13th in two coastal areas
are some of the smaller highlights of the month.

REMINDIR : -
The square brackets indicate that the record is either being con-
sidered by the Rarities Committee, or that fuller details are required

from the observer.

ANNUAL REDPORT -

Due to the demand, a number of copies of the Annual Report have
been reprinted, will menbers who do not have a copy and who wish to
obtain one should write to lMr. A. Belshaw, 29 Lovaine Place, North
Shields, Northuuberland. The price is 3s. 6d. plus 6d. postage.

CLASSIFILD LIST
Diverss-
About 20 birds present in Cressweli iay arca until the 7th (MLC)..

Red-throated Diver:-
Tue latest reported were 3 .flying N. off Cresswell on 16th (RN).

Slavonian Grebe:-
A bird still in almost complete winter plumage at Cresswell on the

2nd (RIV).

Manx Shearwater:-

On the 18th, 26 flew HN. off Hauxley during two hours (H.R.S.) and
the following day 5 flew N. and 2 S. at Whitburn (MLC). Again on the
25ta, 26th another small northward movement noted. 10 off St. lary's
Island on evening of the 25th (JD¥) and 2 off Bauburgh the next day
(JsB). '

Fulnar: -

Over 200 flew . off Hauxley on the 18th (I.R.S.). Moving about
60 an hour on the 24th, but by the next day had increased to 240 an
hour off St. Hary's Island (MH).

/GANNET



GANNET ¢ -
Small numbers scen offshore throughout month.

Cormorant: -
¢36 on liarsden xock. 14 nests with sitting birds were visible on
the 31st (MLC).

Garganey: -
The pair at Swallow Ponds during April remained until 3rd of this

month., A male was present at Cresswell on 2nd and 16th (MN/RN).

Wigeon: -
4 at Cresswell on 7th (MLC); 1 at Holywell Ponds on the 17th (CED)
and 2 drakes at Newton on the 27th (JSB).

Shoveler: -
Small numbers reported throughout the county.

Scaup: -
A female at Newton on 27th (JSB).

Tufted Duck:-
cl2 through month at Holywell Fonds (CED).

Pochard: -
A nale at Seaton Burn on 1lst (MLGC).

Goldeneye: -

A female at Seaton Burn on 2nd (BG) and a male which was apparently
slightly oiled on Cresswell ¥Yonds on 16th (MLC).

Long—tailéd Duck: -
3 off Bamburgh until 10th (B.R.S.).

Velvet Scoter:-
2 off Bamburgh on 10th (B.R.S.) and 1 flew N. off Tyneunouth on
21st (MH) .

Comion Scoter: - e
5 in Cresswell area until 3rd (MLC/RN).

Eider:- '
Over 800 offshore at Hauxley on 18th (H.R.S.).

Red-breasted lierganser:-
A Temale flying S. at Alnuouth on 3rd (MLC) and at Hauxley, 2 on
9th and 4 on 18th (H.R.S.).

Shelduck: -
A maxirnum of 9 at Cresswell on 16th (MLC). Scattered breeding
along North Northumberland coastline.

Grey Lag Goose:-
2 at Cresswell on 7th (MLC) and 1 on 16th (RN).

Canada Goose:-
3 flew N. over Longbenton on 29th (Mii).

Mute Swans:-

The pair at Gosforth Park had four young by 29th (MN).
Whooper Swans-

A single bird at Seaton Burn on 1lst (MLC).

Sparrow ilawk:-
Single birds at Cresswell on 9th (ER) and at Gosforth Park on 22nd
(tiH) .

/Hen Harrier:-

1 _at Holy Island on 5th (per MM)., A female at Cresswell on 9th
(BR)._/
/Marsh Harrier:-

A female at Swallow Tonds on 21st (FC).“7
Peregrine: -

One flew 5. over Boulmer on 3rd (MLC/FGG) and another flew N. over
Whitley Bay on 29th (Mli).

Mestrel:-
5 pairs around Gosforth Park arca (Mi.). 1 at Stocksfield on 20th
(PR). /Ringed

2..



Ringed Plover:-
5 at Swallow Ponds on 10th (KMN) and 8 at Bamburgh on 26th (JSB)
were the largest numbers recorded.

Turnstonc: -
30 at Hauxley on 16th (H.R.S.) and 4 still present at Dunstanburgh
and Bmblestonc on 27th (JsB).

Woodcock:—
A pair at Stocksfield during month and 1 at Tranwell on 22nd. At
least 10 different birds in Dipton area on 31lst (MIM/IH).

Whimbrel: -

A total of cld4 were seen from Cresswell to Hauxley in the period
from 9th to 23rd, the most being seen on 16th and 18th. 1 at Alnwick on
17th (ER).

Black~tailed Godwit:=
1 at Holywell Ponds on 19th (JDP).
Bar-tailed Godwit:-
Single bird flew N. at Cresswell on 2nd (RN/iiN).

Green Sandpiper:- i
3 at swallow Fonds on2lst (liH) 2 of which remained until 29th (FC).
6 near Scaton Delaval on 27th, displaying in flight (AB)a

Wood Sandpiper:- Y

Single birds seen at Cresswell on 9th and 16th (MLC/ER). Hauxley
on 10th (I.R.S.). Gosforth on 1l1lth and 18th (ER/MN), Swallow Ponds on
20th and 2 on 31st (MN/MLC).

Common Sahdpiper:-

There were -12 on River Tyne by Riding 1Mill on 3rd (JHD) and
single birds seen at Hillingworth, Holywell Ponds; Gosforth and
Cresswell during months., Numbers at breceding sites seem to be a little
smaller this year.

Greenshank: -

A single bird at Cresswell on 2nd was joined by another on 7th
which rewained until 9th, the formner last being seen on 23rd (MLC/et al)
1 at Gosforth Park on 4th and 17th (i) another at Alnmouth on 3rd,
(iLC), 1 on the burn and another on the shore at Hauxley on 16th (H R.S)
1 at Swallow Ponds on 7th (PR) and 2 at Linton on 23rd (si1).

Dunlin: -
A flock of 31 at Cresswell on 2nd (RN) while only 10 there on 23rd

(1) .
Sanderling: -

6 at Whitburn on 19th, and 8 at South Shields on 23rd (MLC). 6 at
Hauxley on 9th fell to 1 on 16th (if.R.S.).

Glaucous Gull:-
Single bird at Jarrow Slake on 1lst (MLC).

Kittiwake:- .
A northerly movement of 200 per hour on 24th at St. Mary's Island
had increased to 300 by next day (lMH).

Black Tern:-
2 birds in full Summer plumage at Grindon Lough on 23rd (RN).

Rosecate Tern:-

L4 on HEublestone in a mixed flock of Comaon, Arctic and Sandwich
on 27th (JSE).
Little Tern:- »

A single bird at Cresswell on 7th (MLC) .

Sandwich Tern:- ’
Northerly movements involving a few hundred birds noted on 18th :and

25th = 27t110
Auks:
A stcady southerly movement off Boulmer on 3rd (MLC) A large

northerly nmovement of over 300 during two hours off llauxley on 18th
(H.R.S.) and a much smaller novenent noted off St. liary's Island on

2Uth (MH) . . : /Razorbill
30




Razorbill:- A

5 on the sea with 49 Guillenots, below ‘Dunstanburgh Castle on 27th
(JsB).
Turtle Dove:-

~.-Single birds at Bywell on 3rd (JSB/IHA), Hauxley on 9th (H.R.S.)
and Farnes on 28th (A. Cooper). : :

Collared Dove:-—

1. at Bawmburgh on 1st (per B.R.S) and 7 in small area near Alnwick
on 17th (ER). : '

Cuckoo: =~
c6 at Hauxley and Bauburgh on 9th. ' lany others though not in such
‘large nuabers reported from necarly all areas.

Little Owl:-
A nest with young near liorpeth on 23rd (ER).

Tawny Owl:-

A nest with young ncar jonteland on 6th (Ei) and 2 'crows' nests
with eggs on 24th in same arca (ER). Single birds scen at Stocksfield,
Cresswell and Cleadon.

Short-cared Owl:- ¥ .
4 near Xielder on 9th (JSL/IiHA).

Nightjar:- ) : i :
1 at lleddon on 17th (IHA) and 2 males in Dipton arca on 31st (MpM).
Swift: -~ i ' , ' '
lHoted coasting N. in swmall numbers on 8th and 18th. A maxinum of
40 at Swallow Ponds on 10th (MN) and 120 at Gosforth Fark the next day -
(Bx). : : £ d . . '

Kingfisher:- _ »
' A single bird near Riding Hill on 3rd (JHD).

] B N

Green Woodpecker: -
A pair at Stocksficld throughout month (PR).

Lesser Spotted Woodpecker:- .
1l at Stocksfield on 2nd (TW).

Swallow: - ,

4 swmall northerly passage was in progress at Cresswell on 16th and
also noted at Chevington (MN/RW). Another movement noted at Hauxley on.
18th (H.R.S.).

Hooded Crow:-
1 at Xielder on 9th (IHA).

fieldfare:-
2 at Hauxley on 8th (H.R.S.) and 3 at Gaumburgh until 9th (B.R.S).
1 at Cresswell on 23rd (Sii). , :

Redwing: - )

2 at liarsden on 6th (IMLC).
Wheatear:-

On 10th at Hauxley, there were 24 of which 10 were northern (H.R.S).
On 9th, 1 caune in at Seaton Sluice and another at Hartley (SM) while on
16th at Chevington 2 came in off sea (RN).

Whinchat: -
On 16th, quite a large influx c20 at Hauxley, 3 coning in off sea
at Chevington and 1 near Ashington (H.R.S/MLC/MN).

Redstart: -
Birds slowly coning until c¢16th, and by end of nonth, numerous in
usual breeding haunts, e.g. 60 - 100 pairs at P'restwick Carr (ER).

Robin: - .
An albino (almost pure white - slightly darker back and. breast) at
Dipton on 20th (M),

Grasshopper Warbler:- :

3 pairs at Ponteland and Gosforth Park by end of wonth (MI/EM).
Other birds reported at Stocksfield, Seaton Delaval, rord Castle,
Staward Peel, Kielder (very nuuerous) and Burradon.

%, /Reed




/ﬁeed Warbler:- v ,
(15) 1 at Hauxley on 9th (H.R.S) and 3 in Upper Ilolywell Dene on 13th
AB).

Sedge Warbler: -
20 at Chevington on 9th and 10th. Ifoted passing through at
Hauxley on 19th and 22nd (H.x.S.).

Blackcap/Garden Yarbler/Whitethroat:- ‘
Very comicn in Gosforth Park by 3rd (BG). Small influxes were
noted along the coastline on the 9th/10th, 16th/18th and 23rd.

Lesser ‘hitethroat:-
1 at Hauxley on 10th (H.R.S.). Other birds seen at Craster on
11th, Acott on 16th (CED) and a nale near Alnwick on 3rd (ER).

Willow Warbler:-
At Hauxley\thore were 3 on the 8th, an Acredula on the 9th and 4
on 23rd (H.R.S.).

Chiffchaff:- ‘ :
1 at Hauxley on 17th (H.R.S3.) and 6 at Dipton on 20th (M) .

Spotted iflycatcher: -
1 at dauxley on 10th and many passing through both here and at
Bamburgh from 16th to 23rd.

Pied Flycatcher:-
b males at Stocksfield on 2nd (TW) and 1 at ford on 7th (Bif).
Thereafter rapidly building up in numbers at breeding arcas.

Trece Pipit:-
A bird at Hauxley on 9th and at Chevington on 23rd (H.R.S.).

/Red-throated Pipit:- _
2 at lauxley on 9th (BL/ER)_/

White Wagtail:-

3 at Gosforth Fark on 3rd, one remaining until 17th (MN/NH). 3 at
Swallow Ponds on 5th and single birds there on 4th and 7th. 2 at
Cresswell on 2nd (RN) and 2 at Holywell Ponds on 3rd (CED). 6 at
Killingworth on 10th (BG).

Yellow Wagtail:-
Lstablished at Killingworth in small numbers by 10th (BG). 3
pairs at Swallow Ponds during raonth.

Blue-headed Wagtail:-
1 at holywell Ponds on 3rd (CED) and 2 at Bamburgh on 9th (B.R.S.).

Hawfinch: -
A pair near Stocksfield on 3rd and 31st (IHA/JSB). 1 at Bywell on
9th (TW) and 1 at Seaton Burn on 23rd (SH).

Goldfinch:~
On 3rd a pair at Gosforth Park (BG) and 3 at Bywell (Jsp).

Redpoll: -

ldany passing through during nonth. At Hauxley on 16th, c20 was
the largest nuriber seen (H.R.S.). 15 at sStocksfield throughout month,

Bullfinch: -
A pair at dauxley on 16th (H.R.S.) and 8 at Stocksfield (PR).

Crossbill:- _
A pair at Wylam on 3rd (IHA). 45 at Hiclder on 23rd (a large
proportion being birds of the year (FC)) and 20 in wood near Sunderland
(MLC). A pair at Stocksfield on 2nd and 6 at Dipton on 10th (TW/JHD).

Brambling: - _
2 rales at Gosforth Park on 21st (ER).
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SUMIMARY

For the first week, the area was dominated by depressions near the
British Isles, giving cloudy, wet and very cool weather. A ridge from
an. anticyclone which developed over Biscay on the 9th, crossed from the
W. on the 8th and 9th. On the 10th, pressure fell again over the county
and from then until the 23rd, the weather was dominated by a sequence of
depressions and troughs giving northerly winds, especially between the
18th and 21st. On the 23rd, pressure rose again, and from then until the
end of the month an anticyclonic belt across the country to Germany con-
trolled the weather, which was warm and showery.,

The breeding successes of Great Crested Grebe and Nuthatch are very
‘heartening.

A Quail at lMonks House fits in with the large invasion (probably the
largest this century) which has been recorded from Yorkshire southwards -
where. birds hayve been heard rather than seen. Dawn or dusk are the best
times for listening and nembers are asked to look out for this bird.

A red-necked Phalarope at Gosforth during the middle of the month is
‘also worth mention, and the beginning of the return umovement of waders
was noted.

On the whole, the month was dominated by strong westerly winds, and
when rainfall occurred its effects were very.short-lived, the ground
"drying out_ very quickly., Breeding has been, on the whole, extremely
successful.

CLASSIFIED LIST
Great Crested Grebe:- LR Pk S : .
A pair with 3 young by the 20th in Northumberland. Pair at
Catcleugh on 27th (RN). E  SAYRE: AR e
Little Grebe:-"

3 pairs at Newton Pool with young on lOth (PRﬁ) énd young at
Holywell by 28th (CiD). ~

fulmar: -
A bird flying W. at ileddon on 7th (IHA) and 5 palrs w1th eggs at
Roughtinglinn (8 miles inland) on 21lst.

Herons: -~
1 at Cresswell from 27th to 30th (dMI/DR).

Mallard: -~
Broods at Newton, BDawmburgh and Cresswell A maximum of 60 at
Gosforth Park on 1l4th (uh .

Teals: - :
A brood at Newton during month. 60 to 70 at Cresswell on 13th

(1iH/MN) .
Garganey:-

1l pair at liolywell Ponds on 7th (CED) and another pair at Cresswell
from 13th to 20th were also seen at Ashington (MN)

E“ycon.—

5 at Cresswell on 13th (uN) and a male at Newton on 7th and 10th
(PRE).
Shoveler:-

A brood at Cresswell by 27th (iii). 2 pairs at Newton on 15th (PH).

Tufted Duck:
A maximuwin of 12 at Newton on 15th (PH) and cl2 at Holywell through-
out month (CED).

Pochard:s -

L pairs on a pond in N.E. on 20th (but no young) where breeding has
occurred in previous years. On 27th, 14 at Gosforth Park, 4 at Holywell
Ponds and 3 at Seaton Burn (MN).

1 /Goldeneye



Goldeneye:~
' A 'brownhead' on Coldmartin Lough, Wooler on 8th (PRE).

Eiders:-
Numerous off the coast down to Amble, with young.
Red-brcasted lierganser:-
2 in Blyth Bay on 26th (Dit).
Shelduck: - :
3 sets of broods at Cresswell by 13th and another by 20th (MN/MM).

Mute Swan: -
Over 230 in Berwick Harbour on 27th (JtB/DH).

Peregrine: -
A male flew S. over Craster on 10th (PRE).

Kestrel:-

3 at Heddon on 6th (IHA) and single birds seen at Hallington,
Alnwick lioor, Stanfordham, Newcastle, Tanfield Ponds, Sunniside and Hulne
Park during nmonth. A pair breeding at Arcott Hall (CED).

Quail:-
1 was calling near Monks iousc in early nmorning and late evening of
12th (PRE).

Coots:=~
A pair reared young at Cresswell by 27th -« the first time in 3 years
OQystercatcher: -

79 at a roost at Longhoughton on 13th (PRE) and over 30 at Cresswell
on 30th (Ii/DR).

Lapwing: -

Only 7 broods B. of Alnmouth/Alnwick/Wooler/Ford road with another
6 probable broods. This is a reduction on the numbers present last year
and to ny mind, reflects the increased practice of ploughing and re-~
seeding rough pasture, thereby inmnproving drainage and cutting out marshy
patches (PRE). Several flocks totalling c50 birds flew ¥W. over Farnes on
13th (MLC). By end of month over 100 at Prestwick Carr and Cresswell.

Ringed Plover: -
A pair with 2 young at Whitburn on 25th (MLC). 3 at Swallow Ponds
on 1lst and 1 at Gosforth Park on 10th (MN).

Golden Flover:-
6 at Prestwick Carr on 29th (ER).

Turnstone: - :
7 at Longhoughton on 13th (PRE).

Curlew: -
c30 at Cresswell on 27th (i),

Whimbrel: -
1 at Cresswell on 20th (IH).
Wood Sandpiper:-

3 at Cresswell on 1lhth and 27th (Mii)., 2 at Swallow Ponds on l1lst and
1 on 1hth (1IN/wH).

Comraon Sandpiper: -

breeding at Hulne rark and Happy Valley. 1 at Cresswell caile in
over dunes on 27th and 2 were at Lynemouth the same day (Mii). A pair
at Greenlece Lough on 20th (JHD).

Redshank: -
A maximum of 30 at Cresswell on 27th (MM).

Spotted Redshank:-
2 at Cresswell on 13th (MN/NH).

Greenshank: -
Single birds at Gosforth Park on 7th and Cresswell on 27th (MH/MM).

Sanderling: - _
1 at samburgh on 28th (B.R.S.).

/Ruff
2.



ruff:- , 5
l at Swallow Fonds frou 8th to 13th and 2 at Cresswell on 20th (MN).
/Red~necked Phalarope: -

A bird seen at Gosforth ¥Yark on l6th - all typical characteristics
noted. (ER/DB/SRB)_/.

Kittiwake:-
Over 3,000 pairs nesting at liarsden (MLC).

Collared Dovet-
Several reported in Craster/Howick area believed breeding. 2% -in a
park at Sunderland on l9th - an increase on last year's uaximum of 19

Cuckoos: -

Over 3 at Dawmburgh and 1 at lionks House and Warkworth during mnonth.
Little Owl:- ‘

Birds seen at Chathill, Whittle Dene, Newton Hall and Seaton Burn.

Tawny Owl:-
Nesting birds reported at Bamburgh and Rock.

Long-eared Owl:-
2 yvoung birds near Ponteland on 28th (Ed) 1 adult and 1 juvi near
Hylton on 24th (MLC). :

2 seen at Kyloc on 27th (Ju 3/Dii) and present at Dipton.
Swift:- : ‘ aor

¢80 at ifavannah on lhth (LM) and a noticeable S.W: movenent on 27th
at Cresswell (Mi.). o 3 S

Sand Martin:- 4 : :
10 at Cresswell on 27th - allied to the movement of Swift already °
mentioned. 5 gy S ok

Raven: - ot W, a .
An adult in N. Gosforth during first days of month was probably an
escape due to its tameness and good plumage (ER).

J(Ouk -
8 nests in centre of Newcastle (RiiP).

Long-tailed Tit:- y ;
20 - 30 at Bryley Hill, Hulne Park on 28th (P.H).

Nuthatch: -
A pair successfully reared young in S. Northumberland,

Wheatear: -
A pair at Craster on 16th and 1 at Lynemouth on 27th (P.H/MM).

Whinchat: -
Over 6 at bresswell on 30th and a pair in Hulne Park on 22nd
(MM/PH) .

Lesser 7hitethroat:- )
1 at Bywell on 6th (IHA/JSB).

Grasshopper Warbler:-
Birds still present at Gosforth Fark, FPonteland and Arcott. . cb
pairs Kyloe_area (JMB/DH). A pair near Dimmington (Mif) .

Wood Warbler:-
A pair at Greenlee Lougn on 20th (JHD)

Spotted Plycatcher: -
6 at xock where it is breeding (Pi).

Grey WJagtail:-
1 at Gosforth Park on 1l4th (MH). 2 at Hulne Park on 22nd and 1 with

yvoung on 23rd.

Yellow Wagtail:-
I = 5 pairs at Cresswell, 2 pairs at Gosforth Park and 4 pairs at
Ashington (MN/MM) .

3 /Blue-headed Wagtail



Blue-headed ‘agtail:=- g,
.~ 1 at .Swallow Ponds on 1lst (IiN) and male at Cresswell iseen carrying
food on 20th (IH). .

Hawfinch: -
1 at Bywell on 6th and 13th (IHA/JSB)

Goldfinch -
At least 3 at aAlnwick on 27th . (hLC) and: another 3 at dow1ck Dene on
28th (JsB). \

-Redgoll'—

Many at PrestW1cL and nelghbourlng areas (Eh) Falrly common round
Berness (ltedesdale Forest), in College Valley, Sweethope Lough and
Staward.

Bullfinch:~ .. : ¢ ,
2 at Alnwick, and 4 in Hulne Park on 27th. Breedlng at Rock and 2
palrs near Tanfleld fonds are probably breeding (RMP)

Crossbill:- )
2 in Gosforth Park on 2nd (Ml:).

LIui oF PONFRI SUTORS

s Fiaig § . &

I. H. Armstrong. I. Harrison,.

S. R. Barratt, P. Hawkey. (Warden of Rock Youth
J. M. Bayldon. o Hostel).

M. Bell. ' ‘ i ' M. Hodgson.

J. S. Booth. E. Lobley.

D. Bradford. - . ’ b 3 M. liarquiss. ,

W. DBrady. E. Meck. 3 i

Me L. Chalners, M., Nattrasse. _

J. H. Dowick. , . .. . R. Norman. % 8 b S s
C. E. Douglas. j ‘ @ Ko M, PaImer,Llovwaes f

Y. . Evans.,. D. Richardson.

R. Grey. E. Robson,
E ey AR R i 3. T, Winter.

Could you please note}any Bullfinqhes seen N. of Alnwick this year,
except those at Howick, Craster and Kirknewton.

:/io Bell.
N.B. % CRESSWELL FONDS %

There has been a complaint from the farmérs that although permission
has been granted to only one or two persons, the ponds at Cresswell are
over -run with bird watchers every weekend, Would all Club Members note
that this is in fact PRIVATE LAND and anyone who has not got specific
permnission from the farmers themselves is tresspassing. Would these-
people therefore confine their wanderings to the ROAD, and the PUBLIC
PATH. One farmer has suggested that if the tresspa351n5 continuesy no—
one will be allowed on. : : :

Will all reports for July be sent to me not later than the second
post of the 7th August, 1964 as I aw on holiday and Mr. C. E. Douglas
has kindly offered to do the July Report for me. All letters.sent to my
home will be forwarded to himn,. E -~ e
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SUMMARY

Anticyclonic conditions dominated the weather over the British
Isles during the first half of the month. Although isolated troughs
gave rise to heavy rain in some places, the N,E. remained, on the whole,
dry and warm until the 17th and 18th, when a shallow depression brought
heavy rain and thunder storms. A series of troughs crossed the country
during the rewainder of the month but they were relatively weak and the
weather in this region continued fine and warm. Winds were generally
westerly and at tiwmes, quite strong.

What rain there was did little to soften the ground, now very dry,
and the water levels in ponds and lakes, already low, continued to fall.

Wader passage was quite marked during the second half of the month
and it is interesting to note that, as in 1963, there was a record of an
early Jack Snipe - at P’lessey Checks on the 28th, a most unusual date.
The most interesting record of the month, however, is of Gull-bhilled
Terns at Hauxley. : o o

Classified List.,

Diver sp:- ' !

Single bird flying Si off Dunstanburgh on 4th (MMLC).
Great Crested Grebe:- _ C

3 adults on Catcleugh Reservoir 1l4th - 23rd (JA); 1 at Hartburn on
25th (Eli) and 1 on sea off Seahouses on 27th (Mi).

Little Grebe:-
Broods reported from several ponds (CEJ/EN/M) and breeding success
may be due to low water earlier in season (Mii). - :

lianx Shearwater:-

‘ 36 flew W. off Seaton Sluice in 45 minutes during evening of A4th
(MM) and off 3t. Mary's Island there were 10 on 22nd (Sl) and 15 om 30th
(Sri/RN) .

Gannet: -
Continuous northerly passage off Dunstanburgh on 4th (MLQ).

Heron:-

Up to 3 present at Cresswell Fonds throughout month; 2 were seen to
fly in off sea at Cresswell on 26th (ER). 1 at Gosforth Park on 12th
gER). 1 at Broomlee on 13th (D3) and 2 at Lilburn Pond, Wooler on 30th

PH) . :
Mallard: -
Broods reported from many places.

Teal:-
Maximum of clO at Cresswell on 18th (EM).

Garganey: - -
At Cresswell a male on 18th and 19th (EM) and a pair on 23rd (MN).

Wigeon: -
I at Newton Pool on 1st (Si/DR) and 4 at Holywell Ponds on 19th
(CED) were the maximum nunbers reported. :
Pintail:-

A pair at Cresswell on 18th (EM/ER).

Shoveler: -

At least 1 brood at Newton Pool (MLC/PRE). Recorded from several
places with maxima 30 at Cresswell on 18th and 19th (EM/ER) and 21 at
Ashington on 21st (Mii).

Scaup: - 311 : _ »
A drake at Cresswell 28th to 30th (EM/MM).

_ /Tufted Duck
La”



Tufted Duck:-

2 broods at Holywell Ponds (CED). Small numbers at various waters
maxima being 14 at Hartburn on 25th and 12 at Whittledene on 27th (EM).
Pochard: - . ‘

' 3 at Holywell Ponds on 1lst and 4 on 19th (czD). 2 drakes at Newton
Pool on 4th (MLC) and 1 at £llington on 28th (riiz) .

Goldeneye: -
1 at Cresswell on 30th. -

1

Couion Scoter:- o

_ lMaxima 250/300 off Cresswell on 23rd (MN); 120+ flying N. off
HJartley on 30th (RN);.. clOO N. of Holy Island on 20th (PRE) and 70 off
Bamburgh en 26th (B.R.S.). :

Eider Duck:-
Present with young off Howick during month (D.BO). Several nests

on the' Bublestone, 2 with eggs (MLC). ¢300 off Hauxley throughout the
month.’ i Co o ’ ‘

Red=-breasted lierganser:- . ;

5 flew N. off Seahouses on 1lst (SM). 1. flew I. off Cresswell on
19th (Bl) there were 6 off the Zublestone on 21st (PRE) and a drake at
Cresswell Fonds on 28th (Mii).

Sheld-huck: -
The 4 pairs at Cresswell reared 21 young, all but 7 of which were on

the wing by end of month (EM/Mii). Breods at Newton (MLC/PH) and Beal
Shore (Eli).

Whooper Swan:-' '
4 at Fartburn on 27th (Bli).

Sparrow Hawk:~ 5

1 on Inner Farne on 26th (per ki1).
Quail: - ) 5
Calling at Cresswell and Ashington on 27th June, at Cresswell on 5th
July, in 5 different fields W. of Lelford on 18th iML) near Monks House
on 21st and 23rd (Pﬂﬂ) and 1 seen between IIarsdon and dolywell on 29th
(sM).
Coot: -

c90 at Holywell Fonds by end of month (D.BO/CED).

Oystercatcher: - ‘ ‘
liaximum at Cresswell ¢30 on 25th (JEO). 45 flying N. off Annstead
on 26th (I1:).

Lapwing: - _ !
c200 at Cresswell Ponds on 5th (M) and 25th (Ji0) and ¢300 flew in

off sea at Cresswell in parties of 50 - 80 on 25th (ER). cl50 at
Prestwick Carr on 24th (1li).

Ringed Flover:-
Single birds at Ashington on 5th and at Cresswell on 19th (EM) and
25th (JEO). 2 at Swallow Ponds frow 13th to 20th (FC).

Grey Plover:-
10 at Holy Island on 20th (PR<).

Golden Plover:-

3 separate pairs on Cheviot on 3rd (DB). 25 on the moors near
Greenlee Lough on 13th (DB). ¢150 near Seaton Delaval on 18th (s¥). ko
flew in off sea at Cresswell on 25th (Ei)., Several other records of
smaller parties.

Turnstone: - : '
lMaxima ¢30 at Baumburgh (B.R.S) and at Annstead (M) on 26th. clO
at St. izary's Island on 28th (D.BO/AB).

Conmon Snipe:- _
laxima cl40 at Grindon Lough on 27th (ﬂh) and c60 at Linton on 28th
(MM). Iore at Tanfield Pond until 30th when there were 9 (RMP).

Jack Snipe:-
1 at Plessey Checks on 28th (IDH).

/Curlew
2'



Curlew: -
cl00 on Longstone on 27th (Mii).

Whinbrel:- . it

1 in Blyth Estuary on 12th (RN). 1 flew S, off Hauxley on 1lhth. 2
flew S. off Cresswell on 18th and 2 were at Cresswell ronds on 19th (EM).
On- the saue day, 19th, 6 flew S.W. over iolywell Ponds (CED) and there
were 4 at Monks House (PRE). 14 came in off sea at Holy Island on 20th,
1 was at Boulmer on 22nd (PRE) and 1 flew N. off St. mary's Island on 22nd
(Si). On 25th there was a single bird at Cresswell (JEO), on 26th, 5 on
Inner Farne (per MM) and single birds at Seahouses and Annstead (Mli); on
%Sthz 3 at Cresswell (MM) and on 31st, 1 at Beal Shore and 2 at Cresswell
ERM) . ’

Bar-tailed Godwit:- ]

1 flew N. over Holywell Ponds on 19th (CED), there were 7, all in
winter plumage, on Holy Island on 20th (PRE), 1 at Cresswell on 28th and
30th (IDY/lL/Mii) and 3 at Beal Shore on3lst (EM).

Green. Sandpiper: - f i, » :

2 at Swallow Pond on 13tii and 17th (FC). 2 at Ashington on 23rd
(MN) and 2 at Linton on 30th (IDH)., 1 flew in off sea at Boulmer on
22nd (PRE) and there were single birds at Bolam on 3rd, Cresswell on 19th
(RIY), Gosforth Park on 1lth (ZR) and 27th (RN), Tanfield Ponds on 26th
and 30th (i) and Ashington on 30th (IDH).

Wood Sandpiper:- - R .

1 at Cresswell on 5th and 19th (several observers) 3 on 1l6th (pB)
and 2 on 18th (Si) and 25th (BER). 1 at Linton Pool on 12th and' 19th (RN)
1 at Swallow Pond on 19th (IDH) and 1 at Lynemouth on 29th (Si).

Comnion Sandpiper:s- - : :
, Many records of small numbers at inland waters, maximum being 20+
at Cresswell on 19th (ER). lany were heard passing overhead at Cresswell
on the night of 18th/19th (ER).
Redshank: - '
A maximun of c45 at Cresswell on 28th (El/Mi:) and 31st (BM). cl00
on Beal Shore on 31st (&M).
Spotted Redshank:-
1 at Linton Fool on 29th (Sii).

Greenshank: - ‘ :

7 at Tanfield rYonds (Ru:P) and 3 at Linton Pool (IDif) on 30th; 2
at Holywell Ponds on 19th and 1 on 22nd and 30th (CED); 2 at Cresswell
on 18th, 25th, 26th, 30th and 31st (IDH/ER/EIi) and single birds there on
19th, 24th and 29th (kli/Sii/l). Single birds at Gosforth Fark on 1llth
%ER;. iinton Pool on 29th (Sh) and Newton Pool and Beal Shore on 31st
BM) . ' '

Knot: - -
Several records of small numbers on shore at various places, max-
imum being 30 at Seaton Sluice on 30th (RN). Maximum 8 at Cresswell on
28th (EI/Mii) and 30th (IDH) and 7 at St. lary's Island on 28th, 6 of
which were in suiirier plumage (D.BO/AB). ‘

Purple Sandpiper:-
12+ on the Longstone on 22nd (PKE) and 3 at Stag Rocks on 24th
(B.R.S).

Dunlin: - .

lMaximwa at Cresswell c180 on 18th and 25th (ER). c¢25 at Ellington
Pond on 18th (Eli). ¢50 at Beal Shore and in Budle Bay on3lst (EM).
Several records of smaller nuubers elsewhere on the coast and odd birds
at other inland waters:-—

Curlew Sandpiper:-
1 at Cresswell on 30th (IDH

Sanderling: - ;
80 at iiauxley from 25th - 31st’ (H.R.S); 12 at Bamburgh on 19th

(Mi): 3 at Cresswell on 28th (Mii) and 1 on 12th (RN); 4 at Seaton

Sluice on 10th (RN) and 2 at St. Mary's Island on 28th (D.BO/AB) .

/Ruff
3.



Ruff:-
Small numbers at Cresswell, Linton and Ashington Ponds throughout

month, maximum being 6 at Cresswell on 18th (ER) and 30th (IDH/EM). 1
at Swallow Pond on 22nd (Sli).

‘Arctic Skua:- e

2 flew N. off fmbleton on 1st (Si/ER). 2 dark phase birds flew N.
off Whitburn on 3rd  (MLC). From 18th to the end of month many records
of small numbers seen at various places on coast maxima being 20 in 2
“hours all flying N. off Cresswell on 28th (Mi{) and 17 - flylng N. and 2
flying S. in 3 hours of f Bawburgh on 26th (B.R.S).

- Pomarine Skua:- HEy
1 flying S. off St. lary's Island on 22nd (Sk).

Black Tern:-

2 at Gosforth Park on 6th; 404n sunmer plumage the other in winter
,plunage.

Gull-billed Tern:- '
Single birds at dauxlby on 15th and 26th (H.R.S). HOTE:- These
rccords have been submitted to British Birds Rarities Committec.

Common Tern: - : .
30 at Lresswcll Ponds on 28th (Lh)(

Roseate xern , :

2 flew b. off Hauxley on 26th (H R.S). 1 flew lI. at Annstead on
26th (Mh;, Single birds seen off Blyth on 27th and Seaton Sluice on
30th (RN). = 0 oo : : N " .

thtle Tern:- ; : ' L 41T |
1 flew M. off Hmbleton on 1lst (Sii/DR). 2 flew S. and 1 N, off
Annstead on 26th (lili) and 1 was seen off Blyth on 27th . (RN).

:Sandw1 ch Tern:-
, lioving S. off Hauxley at the rate of about 1500 an hour on 26th
(H.R.S). : '

Turtle Dove:- P .
"Singing" birds at Embleton's Bog and Newhau Iiall on 19th (PRE).

Collared ove:-

A pair in iolywell Dene throughout month (MN). 1 at Lesbury on 5th
and 2 at rlessey Woods on 26th (Sii). 2 probably breeding, at Westoe on
5th (MLC).

Cuckoo: - o .
Single adults at H{auxley on 1lst and 25th (H.R.S). 1 at Cresswell on
29th (Si). : ‘

Barn Owl:-

1 seen and probably breeding at Westoe on 9th (MLC). A pair near
Hewcastle reared young in the same tree and at the same time as a pair of
Tawny Owls (FC).

Little Owl:- ;
1 at Sauburgh on 2)th (B. L.o)

Long~cared Owl:
1 at banburgh on 18th (B.R.S5).

Swifts=-

A southerly movement observed at Cresswell between dawn and 6430,
a.ul. on 25th involved several thousand birds in continuous flocks of,
4o - 80 (BR) and large numbers were scen flying S.E. over Whitley Bay on
the following day (IDH) ; :

Rdven.
1 in Gosforth Park on 19th was probably the bird mentioned in the
June bulletin(®i:).

Wheatsar: -

At least 2 pairs reared young for second year in succession at
Rising Sun Colliery, Wallsend (¥C). IMany records of small numbers from
widely scattered localities and a succession of juveniles at Stag Rock
between 18th and 26th gave the impression of a small southward movement

(LILI) .

/Stonechat
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Stonechat: -
A pair reared 5 young in the dunes near Hauxley (HLRLS).

Whinchat: =

2 pairs at Coldmartin Lough and 1 pdair at iHolburn koss (PRE). At
least 12 pairs seen from a car along the’  Charlton lMires, Eglinghan,
Wooler Road on 4th (D.BO). At least 2 pairs with young in a forestry plan-
tation near Chartnees on 5ti: (CED). 7 at Cresswell on|9th (aN).

Grasshopper Jarbler:-

1 singing throughout month at Arcot Golf Course was trapped and
ringed (CED). 1 at Bdmundbyers on 1lth (MLC) and 1 at Shankhouse on 12th
(RN) .

Chiffchaff:-

lTesting at Cleadon (MLC) and at Rock (PH). A juvenile at Howick on
%th (D.BO), another bird there on 19th (PH) and 1 at Bamburgh on 24th
B.R.S).

Wood Warbler:-

Two adults feeding young at Kielder on 30th (MLC). 2 at Cresswell
on 29th (Sii).
White Wagtail:-

1 at Embleton on 1lst (SM).

Grey Wagtail:-
1 at Tynemouth on 22nd (FC)!

Hawfinch: = \
2 pairs seen at one locality and a bird feeding young at another,
both near Hexham (JA).

Goldfinch:t- . :
2 at Howick on 19th (D.BO/PH): 1 at Bamburgh on 25th (B.R.S).

Siskin:~
Sriall nuiabers around Kielder 29th/31st (MLC).

Redpoll: -

Reported as being numerous at Arcot Golf Course (CED) mnear Greenlee
Lough (DB) in the Langleeford Valley (DGL) and at Howick (D.BO/PH).

Crossbill:-
2 flying W. having apparently come in off the sea at Craster on 27th
(PRE) .

Reed Bunting:-
4t lcast 7 nests with young in a waste field at Wallsend (FC)&

List of Contributors

J. Arthur. Hauxley Ringing Station.
Bamburgh Ringing Station. P. Hawkey.

A, Belshaw. M. liarquiss.

D. Eooth. E. Meek.

D. Bradford, S. lioffitt.

Ili, L. Chalumers. M. Nattrass.

P, Colley. R. Normnan.

C. Z. Douglas. J. E. Orton.

P. K. ¥vans. R. M. Palner.

I. D. ilarrison. E. Robson.

Breeding ecords of Wildfowl:-

Complete records of all breeding wildfowl, including lMallard, are
required. Details should include locality, brood size, dates etc.,

All records for August to be sent to Lir. M. Bell, 15 Rosewood
Crescent, Newcastle 6, by 7th September, 1964.

We regret to have to report the sudden death of Dr. I. L. Arnold,
County Representative of the 3.T.0. and one of our members. He
possessed a wide knowledge of all aspects of natural history in the two
North-eastern Counties and he will be greatly missed.
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AUGUST 1964 BULLETIN

SUMMARY

After N, Westerly winds for the first ‘two déYb,wa'ﬁidge from &n -
anticyclone. pentred to the S.W. of Ireland dominated the weather until
the 5th.. A shallow depression N.W. of Scotland on the 6th moved slowly
Southwards to N.W. England by the 8th and over the North Sea on the 9th.
Pressure rose on the 10th, and by the 12th there were Easterly winds
until 1l4th. Pressure became uniform on the 15th and 16th. A deep dep=
ression moved E,N,E: from the Atlantic across Ireland and North England
from the 17th to 19th, and was followed on the 20th by a general rise in
pressure. During the next three days; a ridge moved slowly across the
country, and by the 24th S. Westerly winds became general. Subsequently
these winds. backed to S.S.E. and brought very hot weather on the 26th.
A further rise in pressure on the 27th and an anticyclone moved from
WeS.W. of Ireland on the 28th to doninate the weather for the remainder
of the month,

. Maximum numbers of Ruff, Greenshank and Sandpiper were reached, at
most ponds on or about the 22nd, From the 16th to 20th a suall influx
of Warblers and Chats was noted along coastal areas, the most interesting
rarities being a Barred and Icterine Warbler,

A very early Fieldfare was seen on the 19th and two days previous to
this, the only Sooty Shearwater of the rmonth was reported. Wagtails,
Swallows, Swifts, Pipits were all noted moving S. during at least three
days of the month,

May I thank all the contributors. for the wealth of information which
they have sent in. I have only been able to use a fraction of it and
though all your records may not be entered herein, they have proved din-
valuable in assessing bird movement at this time. Long may this continue.

. q ' L0

3 . Classificd List

Diver Sp:-
2 in Cresswell Bay on 3lst (MH/IH).

Great Crested Grebei-~ _
‘A juvenile at Cresswell Pond on 6th (M).

Little Grebe:- .
A maximum of 11 at Dolam Lake on 20th (RN). 8 at Holywell Ponds on
9th and 1 at Cresswell on 22nd (JE£0). '

Manx Shearwatcr:-

Small parties noted off most coastal points during nionth. 15 off
the Farnes on 31st, and it was reported as being "in large parties of
20-30 during month in this area.," (PRE).

/§ooty Shearwater: - _
1 flew N. off Seaton Sluice on 17th (MH)_/

Fulmar: -
young reared on Cullernose Cliffs (PRE).

Heron:=-

"A maximum of 4 at Cresswell on 16th and 18th, single birds being
seen here during most of month. Other birds seen at Bamburgh on lst and
23rd, Swalwell on 7th, Hallington on 1l1th and Gosforth Park on 19th.

Mallard:- ‘ ; :

Well scattered throughout area. Largest flocks reported being 300+
at Gosforth Park from 25th - 30th, over 100 at Holywell Ponds on 9th,
100 at Capheaton on 24th when there was another flock of the same size
at Hartburn, , )

Teal: - : , - s

Small numbers reported at most ponds. The maxima were 40 at
Havannah on 24th, c¢cl00 at Gosforth Park from 22nd onwards and 40 at
Cresswell on 19th.

1.
/Garganey



Garganecy: -
A male at Criesswell on 25th (EM/MM) and a female at Linton on 3lst

(TH/Mi1) .

Gadwall: -
2 at Linton on 18th (1iN).

Wigeon: -

All records were of birds seen during last two weeks of the month.
3 at Hartburn on 24th (EM)., 1 at ilavannah on 19th (}l) when there were
4 at Newton Pool, also there on 24th (PRE). A naximum of 7 at Gosforth
Park on 27th (MN). '

Pintails-
1 at Havannah on 14th (MM).

Shoveler: -

Largest numbers reported were 22 at Cresswell on 20th (MH) and 30
at Gosforth Park on 38th (RN). Smaller numbers seen at Capheaton (12),
Hartburn (3), Ellington (6), Prestwick (3) and Holywell (2) during this
rmonth, : .

Scaup: -

A female throughout month at Whittledene (JSBE/IHA). A male at
Cresswell on 3rd and another flew N, off here on 28th (EM/MH). A female
at Newton Pool on 24th (PRZ).

Tufted Duck:-

Successful breeding reported at Bolam, Havannah and Capheaton. 15
at Whittledene on 9th rose to 20 by 1llth (JSB/IHA)s 60 at Capheaton on
7th (i) fell to 30 on 24th (Eii). 25 at Holywell on 10th (MN). Very few
secen elscwhere than at these waters.

Pochard: -

A waxinum of 26 at Seaton Burn on 15th (MN) and of 45 at Capheaton
on 7th (MH). Single birds scen at Holywell, Cresswell, Newton and North
Walbottle. ' ;

Velvet Scoter: -

On 12th, 2 flew N, off Whitburn (MLC) and 1 off St. Mary's Island
(Mif). 1 at Chevington Burn on 13th, another at Bamburgh on 24th (B.R.S).
A bird flew N, off St, iHary's Island on 27th (lH).

Corimon Scoter:-

On the 12th, ¢80 flew N. off Whitburn (MLC) and the following day
saw ¢500 on the sea off Chevington Burn with a further flock of 110
flying N. (BG). Smaller flocks frequently reported offshore during the
month, .

Shelduck: -~

1 at Gosforth Park on 15th (MN; and 4 at Blagdon Ponds on 18th (JSB/
IHA). 12 at Cresswell on 15th (JEO) had all gone by 22nd. Small flocks
reported flying offshore,.

lfute Swansi: -
7 at Cresswell on 28th, 5 of which came in off the sea (MM).

Sparrow Hdawk: -
1 at Cresswell onllth (MLC).

Kestrel:-

3 at Heddon on 9th and 4 at Swallow Fonds the next day (JSB/IHA).
Other birds reported from Seaton Sluice, Cresswell, Keenley Fell
(Allendale), Seaton Burn, Souter Point, Gosforth Park and Shankhouse.

Lapwing: -
On 15th, near Consett, there was a flock of cl00 (RMP). Flocks of
45 and 17 came in off sea at Hartley on 27th (JDP).

Grey Plover:-
Single birds at Cresswell on 1llth, 20th and 23rd.

Golden Plover:-

A maximum of 750 at Jarrow Slake on 26th (MH/MM). c650 flew S.W.
over Benton on 30th (IH). Numbers were rapidly increasing elsewhere
during this month.

24
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Turnstone: -
A naximum at Cresswell of 120 on 6th (MiI) most of which moved on
during the following day. 60 at Stag Rocks on 23rd (B.R.S.).

Coimon Snipe: -

An influx of 34 on 23rd (only 9 before this date) had increased to
c75 on 29th at Tanfield (Rii¥). Swmall flocks sceen elsewhere except at
Linton on 2nd when 40 were counted (IH).

Curlew: -

1l or 2 at Cresswell until 21st when 30 were present and 15 were
there on 28th/29th (EM). Southerly movenments noted on 7th at Cresswell
(BG) and 23rd at Seahouses when 230 flew by (JMB/CU) 60 cauie in off the
sea at Hartley on 27th (JDP). Over 40O present at Jarrow Slake during
the month (MLC). :

Whimbrel:- _

Southerly movements were noted on 1lth/12th and 25th. 36 flew W,
over Craster on 21st (PRE) while on 26th at Hartley, 30 came in followed
by 192 .the next day (J)P) Well dispersed throughout the coastal areca
during the month. : : ; , ' -

Black-tailed Godwit:-
1 at Linton on 28th and 31st (Mu/ﬁd) 1 flew N. off St. Mary's
Island on 12th (IiH). : , '

bar—talled Godwit: =

Well over 100 in Holy Island area towards end of month, and nany
reported single birds. or small partices from coastal arcas S. to St.
liary's Island.

Green Sandpiper: - : YA R L

Maxima of 9 at anfleld Fonds on 23rd (thouph between 26th July and
31st August it is estimated that at least 17 different birds have passed
through these ponds)(an)¢ L at Gosforth Park on 8th (MN; ‘and 4 at
Swallow fonds on 25th ( C) and 4 at Ashington on 10th’ (uH One or two
birds were also reported during this month from Usworth, North Walbottle,
Cresswell, Linton, Embleton and Dlagdcen.

Wood SandpipéfE—
A maximum of 5 at Swallow Ponds on 27th (FC),'where sonle were pres-—-
ent all month. 1 at Cresswell on 1lst and 21st (IH/RN).

Coummon Sandpiper:-

5 at Cresswell on 2nd (IH), 2 being seen until 28th. 6 at Whittle-
dene on 29th (JSB/IHA). Single birds at Jarrow Slake on 9th, Tanfield
Ponds on 19th and Linton on 20th.

Redshank: -

Noted moving S. over Cresswell on 8th when flocks of 30, 15, 5 were
seen in a short space of tine (BG). Over 100 at Cresswell on 20th/21st
(RN) .

Spotted Redshank: -

Numbers rose steadily at Cresswell until 22nd when 10 were present,
9 of which were still there on 31lst (EM et al). 1 at Swallow Ponds from
hth - 13th and other single birds seen at Blagdon, Fenham and Bamburgh.
3 at ashington on 25tua (©l). 2 at ifavannah on 19th (MiM). 2 at Blaydon
the day beforc (JSB). 2 at Holywell on 30th (TWL/JKJ) and 2 at Linton
the next day (IH).

Greenshank: -

Present throughout the month at Cresswell, the most being seen was
5 on 25th (E) when there were 5 at Blagdon (Md), 4 at Gosforth Park on
9th (MN) and 7 at Tanfield Ponds on 29th (RlP). Over 40 individuals
reported from this area during month,

Knot:-
Over 140 near Holy Island on 29th (RN/MN) and smaller flocks seen
Ss to Cresswell Bay.

Purple Sandpiper:-
Over 100 at Longstone (Farnes) on 31st (PRE).

Little Stint:-
2 at Cresswell on 2nd and 1 on 31st (IH/MH). 1 at Foly Island on
30th/31st (JEO).

3e /Dunlin



Dunlin: -

Normal nunbers for tnls time of year, largést flock reportedvbeing
of 100 in udle Ray on 9th.

Curlew Sandpiper:-
A 81ngle bird at Cresswell throughout month.g -

Sanderling: -

cl00 at iioly Island on jlst (per PRL) and up to 4 seen at Cresswell
from Rlst until end of wonth,

Ruff:- - : '

: Numbcrs rose at Cresswell to a peak of 35 on 25th and had only drop-
ped slightly by 31st, 29 being present (lili et al). At Swallow Ponds
there was a similar movement noticed when a naximum of 9 was seen on
25th (MH). Linton, Ashington, Usworth, Chevington Burn, Bamburgh and
olaydon‘had between.them over 38 individuals during this time.

Arctic Skua:- :

“Suwall nuwibers secn every day offshore. On 19th, however, 47 were
counted off St. llary's Island (Mi) and on 24th, 25 flew N. off Stag
Rocks during one hour (B.R.S.). :

Great Skuas- : '
2 off Seaton Sluice on 18th (RN). Slngle birds secn off St. Mary's
Island on 1l4th (MLC), Tyneuwouth on 29th ( G) and Cresswell on Blst (IH)

Greater Black-backed Gull:- '
Acflock.--of 900 flew N. at Cresswell in' evening of 20th (MI/IH).

Little Gull:-
1 at Cresswell from 18th until 29th (BM et al)

Klttlwakc;-

~ On 17th thcre was a snall northcrly pasaage of c200 per hour and at
Hartley there was a. r0ust of c2000. By the l9th thls roost was down to
15000 (nik) .. ; '

Black Tern:- N A
2 juveniles at Cresswell fron 18th untll Blst (MH et al) 1 off
Stag Rocks on 24th (B. R.S. ) e, o b

1
S

Coumion Tern: - '
1 at Gosforth Park on lBth (M) .

Little Tern:- (e : ; . . ;
‘3 off St, Mary's Island on 18th (RN) and 1 on 19th (Ii:).

.

Turtle Dove:-
1 at Blaydon Fonds on 10th (JBS).

Cuckoco: = :
Single birds secn at Whitley Bay - on 18th, Shafto Crags on 27th and
Cresswell the mnext day.

Barn Owl:-
1 at Cresswell on Blst (MH)

Tawny Owl: ; ' A
6 in uosforth Park on 16th- (Mli). 2 at Shaftoe Crags on 27th (JSB/
IHA) « ' g
Long~cared Owl:-
1 at Holywell Dene on 27th (FC).
Short-eared OQwl:- . ‘
2 at Havannah Ponds on 13th (&M).
Swift:- ' : '
Noted moving S. in large numbers on 2nd, 17th and 20th. On 30th,
cl2 at Swallow Ponds (FC) and 1 at Whittledene (JSB/IHA).

Swallow: - ' o
On 19th at Tanfield ronds 1400 - 1600 gathered on overhead wires
(RiP). Small southerly movement noted at Cresswell on 21st (RN) .

Marsh/Coal Tit:~-
L of each species at Banburgh throughout month (B.R.S.).

hﬂ
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Willow Tit:- .
: 3 at Prestwick Carr throughout month and 2 at Brenkly on 21st (EM/
MH) .

Fieldfare: -
1 at South Shields on 19th (MLC).

Wheatear: -

‘ Many reports of birds moving down to the coast in small numbers.
Siight influxes noted at Cresswell on 16th/17th when 22 were present,
and on 31st (Mi1).

Greenlan<d Wheatear:-
2 at Holy Island on 25th (J4B/CW) and another 2 at Holywell Dene on
30th (TWL/JKJ et al). 1 at Cresswell on 31lst (MH).

Stonechat: -
1 at Ashington on 20th (MI:i/MH).

Whinchat: -

Inland brecding birds were noted in fairly large numbers at the
coast frow the 16th onwards. There were 45 at Cresswell on 19th and 20
on 31lst (14i/IH).

Redstart: -

Noted in very suaall nuubbrs from 15th onwards. 3 at Cresswell on
16th (Mii) and 2 at Holy Island on 25th (JIB/CW). Only 5 other birds
were seen in coastal districts during last fortnight of the nonth.
'Acrocephalus!' i-—

One in reeds at Cresswell on 2nd (IH).

Grasshopper Warbler:-
1 at Chevington on 10th and 11th (BG).

Sedge Warbler: -

A fawily party of 4 was present at St. kary's Island from 15th to
18th (RN et al). 10 at Cresswell on 16th (Mii) and 1 still at Gosforth
Park on 28th (iW).

/Tcterine Warbler:-
1 at bBlyth Cemctery on 16th (Mii/IH)_ /

DlackcaE-—
2 in Gosforth rark on 30th (BG).

barred Warbler:
A single blrd at nlyth Cemetery on 16th (M/IH).

Garden wWarbler:-
1 at rionks House on 15th (PRI) and another at Blyth Cemctery the
next day (MHi). 3 at Cresswell on 17th (piii) o

Whitethroat:

On 16th, there were c20 at Cresswell and this species was well
scattered elsewhere in smaller numbers; 3 at Elyth Cemetery, 3 at Priors
Park and single birds at Hartley, St. Mary's Island and Seaton Sluice.

Lesser Whitethroat:-
At Cresswell, 2 on 17th, one of which was seen next day (MM/MH).

FPhylloscopus: -

On 16th, there were over 6 at Hartley and smaller numbers at DBlyth
Cemetery, St. Mary's Island, Priors ¥Fark and Whitley Day Cenetery (MN/MH)
A few at Cresswell on 29th (Eii).

Willow Warbler:-
10 at Cresswell on 16th (i),

Chiffchaff:-
1 at Craster on 1lth (PRE).

Wood Warbler:- :
: 1 caught at Chevington Burn on 1llth (BG) and 2 in Holywell Dene on
26th (JbP).

Goldcrest:-

3 at Cresswell on 24th (#C) and over 2 at Craster the following day
(PFRZ). 1 at llonks House on 29th and 4 in Tynenouth Park on 318t (PRE/
MB). :

5.
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Spotted Plycatcher.
.y Banties of local breeding birds were noted .at Holywell Ponds on the
9th (JEO) and Gosforth Park on 18th and 28th (RN). On 16th and 17thy 2

birds reported at Cresswell, Craster and Bamburgh. One at Monks House
on 27th (PRE). ST

Pied Flycatcher:-

1 at Craster on 14th and over 2 at Monks House and 2 at Banburgh on
17th '(PRE) when 4 were at Cresswell., By 19th, there were 7 at Cresswell,
1 at Craster and 1 at Blyth Cemetery. 2 at Tionks HHouse on 28th (PRE) and
1 at Bamburgh from 22nd until end of the month.

headow Pipit:-

i " On 7th a southerly coasting moverent was noted at Monks douse and
Craster (PRE). ' 2

Wagtaili- Alba and Flava:-

A narked influx frowm 15th to 19th with large numbers seen along the
coast, inland, and coming in off seai: Up to 75 Flava were counted at
Cresswell on 16th/17th. 30 Alba and 20 Flava at Swallow Ponds on the
19th (M),

Yellow Wagtail:- ‘
Many seen in small flocks on 1llth at Whittledene, Hallington, Newton

and Holywell Ponds. A southerly movement over Craster was noted on 1lhth
and 18th (PRE). ¢30 at Cresswell on 25th and. 1 at Baumburgh on 29th (M)

Linnet:-
Flocks of ¢50 were seen at Tynemouth, Alnwick and Frestwick Cary
during the last fortnight. - : '

Redpoll:- .
c20 at Prestwick Carr on 13th which rose to over hO by 27th. A

roost of 50+ at Iiavannah on this date (DM)

Bullflncn‘— ' '
11 (including birds of the year) at Gosforth Park on 18th and 28th
(RW). 1 near Chathill on 7th and at Belsay on 24th (EM).

List of Contributors

I. H. Armstrong. Iie Lo Chalners.  T. W. Loud.
Bamburgh Ringing Station. J. ii. Doick. M. Marquiss.
J. 1., Bayldon. Y. R. Evans, B, leek.

A. Belshaw. * B, Galloway. " M, Nattrass.,
Ii. Bell. R. Grey. R. Horuan.

J. S, Booth. I. Harrison. J ot B o Ontons:!
D. Bradford. 1. Hodgson. R. M. Palmer.
W. brady. Ji R« Jeffrey, J. D. Parrack.
F. Colley. E., Lobley. C. Watson.

Would nenbers please fill in the breeding census sheets sent out
with the larch Bulletin in respect--of any species for which they may have
details. Those for which records are particularly required include
Blackbird, Song Thrush, Linnet and Dunnock (for couparison with 1962 and
63 seasons)., In addition, any breeding records of the species mentioned
in the Status Survey in the 1963 Annudl Report should now be sent in to
the Recorder.

Articles are required for this year's sannual Report. Any con-
tributions should be sent to M. lLiell, 15 Rosewood Crescent, Walkerv1lle.

Subscriptions are now due. Would memmbers please send their subs‘
(10s. 0d. for 1964-5) to the Treasurer, A, Belshaw, 29 Lovaine Place,
North Shields before 31lst Octiber, 1964,

All reports for September to be sent to the Recorder, M. Bell,
15 tosewood Crescent, Walkerville, by 7th October, 1964,

Club lieetings have been resumed on the second Thursday of each
wonth in the Y.lN.C.A., Llackett Street, Newcastle upon Tyne, at 7eDemme
A1l menbers are cordially invited. Meubers' slides will be shown at the
October lieeting so anyone with slides of birds please brlni them along.
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SEPTEIBER 1964 BULLETIN

Subscriptions are now due, will Méubers please send the 10s, Od.
fee to the Treasurer, lir. A, Belshaw, 29 Lovaine Place, North Shields,
as_soon as possible please.

SUMMARY

The high-light of the month was a Wilson's Fhalarope that stayed on
Holy Island from 12th to 17th, this is the first record of this rare
American Phalarope in Horthuumberland. Other rarer birds during the month
were a Gull-billed Term at St. llary's Island, an Icterine Warbler at
Blyth on the 4th, and 2 Red-throated Pipits at hauxley from the 9th to
the 11th. ‘

The first "Grey Geese" were seen on the 19th and wild fowl numbers
are starting to build up on local waters. The wader passage dwindled
away by the end of the mohth'and wintering flocks had started to build

up.

Two light falls of night nigrants took place, the first on the 3rd
and again on ,the 24th. The first Redwings were noted during the month and
several ninor falls of Blackbirds and Song Thrushes took place.

Due to the dormant position of an anticyclone to the E. of the
British Isles, the first few days of the month brought fog and S S.E,.
winds. From the 7th a series of troughs ioved across the country from
the W. until the 1lth. A short fine spell ensued until the 1l4th, when a
series of couiplex depressions gave rise to changecable weather and more
westerly winds until the 20th, Aan anticyclone nioved eastwards into
Germany on the 23rd. On the 24th, a depression moved over Iceland causing
the winds to veer from S. to S.W. on the 25th., Pressure rosc again on the
26tih and until the end of the wuonth westerly winds again domninated the
scehne. :

CLASSIFIED LIST

Black-throated Divef:—-
1 flew S. off St. Mary's Islaud on 20ta (JDP).

Great Worthern Diver:-
Only 1 record of a bird off Cresswell on 27th (IH).

Red-throated Diver:-
Several records of odd birds after 12th, when 1 was off Cresswell
(1), A maximum of 4 flew . off St. ary's Island on the 23rd (JDP).

great Crested Grebe:-
Only records are of 2 at Cresswell on 19th (JSE/IHA) and a lst. W,
bird off Chevington Purn on 23rd (DB).

Red-necked Grebe:-
1 in Holy Island itarbour in partial sumiier plumage on 18th (DB), was
seen on 19th off Stag Rocks and by 20th there were 2 (B.R.S$S.).

Little Grebe: - \
' 15 at iolywell Ponds on 17th and 20th (TW).

Manx Shearwater:-

O0dd birds noted moving N. at various points on coast during early
part of month. 25 flew i, off Cresswell on 12th (MN). 17 flew N. during
1% hours watch at Hauxley on 21st (d.k.S.). A Shearwater flying N. off
Cresswell on 12th was belicved to be a Balearic (JSD/IHA).

500ty Shearwater: -
~ All birds were seen flying N. 1 off St. iiary's Island on the 13th
(Siij. 2 at ilauxley on 12th, 3 on 21st and 1 on 24th (H.R.S.).

Pulmar: -
Noted moving N. at loo per hour off Hauxley on 12th (H.R.Sm).

/Gannet
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Ganneti—-

Recorded moving N. and 3. during nost of wmonth, Large parties of
birds feceding close inshore at Barnburgh on 6th when 75 seen, and on 26th
when over 200 were counted (u R.).). lOO were of f Seaton Sluice on 13th
(M) wnen 13 were off Hauxley (H R.b )m

Cormorant'~ E y ;
Juite nurerous off most parts of the coast, with cl5 in Holy Island’

Area on 8th (¥.H). 12 flew Ui, off ilauxley on 13th (H.R.S.). A maximum of
62 flew S. off St. hary's Island on 9th and 26 on 21st (JopP).

Shag: -~ - : .
Birds were noted noving N. off Hauxley during aonth (in company with

Cormorants)fwith up to 10 passing each day ' (H.R.S. ).

Hercns:=-

A 81ngle blrd at Cresswell was last secn on 20th {DB), other records
of single birds at Walbottle on 6th (Iil). 1 flew S. near Berwick on 10th
(EM), .and 1 over Gosforth Park on 20th (BGj.

Mallard: -

A smnall northerly passage noted at Hauxley during whole of nmonth
(H§.R.S5.). Large concentrations of 250 at Holywell Ponds on 19th (CFD) and
up to 300 at Gosfortn Park during nonth (MN/ER).

Teal:

:auall northerly moveuent noted off jauxley durlng whole of month
with c25 going M. each day (u.u.o.). The largest nuubers reported were
at Gosforth Fark wherc there was up to 200 during nonth (“M/IJA)

Gadwall:- = * ‘ _
"2'at Cresswell on 20th (MH).

Wigeon: - - :

Moving N. off several points on the coast during wmonth. (ST i
Boulwer on 19th (RN) and 100 at Hauxley (H.R.S.). Numbers on local waters
gradually rose during uonth. |

" Fintail:-
1 at Cresswell on 18th/19th (JSB/HH) and 1 flying S. over Bamburgh
on 20th and 26th (B.R.S.).

Shoveler: -
liaxiua at ponds were: 7 at Newton ool on 3rd (Pid), 14 at Scaton

Yurn on 15th (IHA), c20 - 30 at Gosforth Park during most of month with
60 on 27th (i),

scaup: -
A female at Swallow Ponds on 1lhth (MC) and a male flew M, off Stag
Rocks on 26th (B.t.S. ).

Tufted Duck:- , N
lio exceptional numbers reported., 12 at Whittle Dene on 1lst (IﬂA)
and 18 at olywell rFonds on 25th (CED).

Pochard:- ;
0dd birds and small flocks at the foremost local waters, but the
peak was at Secaton Burn with 40 on 20th (1C). ‘

Goldeneye: - F o :
3 flew N. off Cresswell on 13th (JDP) were the only ones reported.

Long-tailed buck:
A pair off Holy Island on 8th and 1 off Stag Rocks on 19th (PH/BRS ).

Velvet 3coter: -
,5 flew N. off 3t. imary's Island on 13th with 250 Coruion Scoter (JDP)

Coniwon Scoter: - :
43 off Chevington on 19th (DC) and 100 off Lauxley ‘the next day
(H.R.S.). .Only 3 off *auburgh on 27th {B.R. 5.). e

¢

Eider: - o : Skl .

cl50 off Jauxley and 200+ off Baiburgh during most of month (H.R.S./
B.R.S.). ‘ - « .
Red- breastod licrpganser: -

A flock of 16 at Boulmer on 5th (MC) and 2 at Bamburgh the follow1ng
day (B.R.S.). 2 flew S. off Hauxley on 9th (H.R.S.),

/Goosander
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Goosander
A flock of 12 flew E. down the Tyne at Newburn on 2nd (BG).

Shelduck: -
Only 3 records, the last being of 2 at Jarrow Slake on 13th (rc).

Grey Lag Goose ‘ .
A flock of 62 were seen to fly N. at Chevington and Hauxley on 19th
(DC/H.R.S.). :

Pink/Bcan Goose:-
A total of 25 flew S. off St. lary's Island on 21st and 14 flew S.
and 5 N. on 25th (JDP).

Grey Ge ese Sp?:i-
14 flew W. over Walbottle on 19th (JSB/IHA).

Iink-~footed Goose:-:
At Hauxley, 11 flew S. on 26th and 1 flew N, on 27th (H.R.S.).

Barnacle Goose:-
A single blrd flew S. off Tynemouth on 24th (MH).

Mute Swan:-
Up to 35 at Blaydon during month (BG/ER).

Buzzard Sp?:-
1 over iloly Island flats on 21lst (JXJ/TWL) and a Coummon Buzzard over
Langleeford Valley on 8th (PRE).

Hen Harrier:-
TA juvenile or female bird flylng S. at Craster on 7th (PRF)

Kestrel: -

Single birds were reported from most areas, ' Possible migrants were
34t Holy Island on 21st (JKJ/TWL), at Hauxley after 19th (H.R.S.).
and 3 at Craster on 3rd (FRE). : '

Partridge: -
A roost of 60 birds in a field at iHauxley on 3rd (H.R.S.).

Water Rail:-
1 at Holy Island Lough on 14th (ER).

Coot:~
150 at dolywell Ponds on 12th had decreased to 80 by 25th (CED).

Oystercatcher:-
Numerous on coast during month. 100 on Coquet Isle on 6th (H. L.S.).
cl100 at EBoulmer on 19th (RW) and over 100 at St. Mary's Island on 28th

(H) «
Lapwing: -

Over 350 at Cresswell on 20th (liH), Numerous smaller parties secen
elsewhere,

Ringed Flover:-
46 at Hauxley on 3rd had risen to 50 on 9th (H.R.S.). ¢30 in Newton
area on 3rd (PH). 2 at Whittle Dene on 29th (JSB/IHA).

Grey FPlover: -

1 or 2 birds recorded on several parts of coast, 5 in Amble area on
20th (H.R.S./TW). 3 at Chevington Burn on 26th (MN), 5 flew W. over
Craster on 23rd and birds were calling loudly over Craster and Newton on
24th (¥RE).

Golden FPlover:-

c200 in fields at Rock on 2nd (Pii). 100 at Hauxley on 3rd had built
up to 300 by 12th (H.R.S.). ¢1000 at Jarrow Slake on 13th (lC) are
largest concentrations reported. .

Turnstone: -
Only large nuubers were at Hauxley where 50 on 5th had risen to over
100 by 20th (H.R.S.).

Snipe:-
Nuiabers building up during nmonth. 50 at Cresswell on 11th, 30 on
Holy Island on 16th (ER) and 50 at Holywell Ponds on 25th (CED).

/Curlew
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Curlcw: -

c200 at lioly Island on 16th (Eil). 20 at Warkworth on 25th (DB).
Nunibers at Hauxley had built up to c50 by end of month (H.I.S.).
Whimbrel: - 5 : k¢ , -

2 at Seatpn Sluice (JSB). 1 at rlauxley on 3rd and llth, 3 flew E,
on. 7th (H.R.S.)e - n
Blackstailed“Godwif:- R

1 at Linton on 1lst (FC) and 1 at Cresswell on 13th (BG).

Bar—tailgd Godwit: - ‘ . .
Swall numbers noted on most parts of coast except at Holy Island
where there were cl000 on 2nd (PRE) and 1st (JEO).

Green Sandpiper:-~

Single birds at Swallow Ponds on 12th (FC), Tanfield Ponds on 4th
(RMP) and Hauxley throughout month. '

Wood Sandpiper:-

Singles at Tanfield Ponds from 3rd to 6th (RMP) at Swallow Ponds on
13th and 20th (MC) at Holy Island on 2nd and Budle on 9th (PRE) and at
Cresswell on 23rd (DB).

Comnion Sandpiper:- ’

2 at Whittle Dene on 1lst (IMA). Single birds at Hauxley '‘and
Chevington on 3rd and 4th (H.R.S5/ul). :
Redshank: -~

c20 - 30 at Cresswell during itost of month (21/BG). 200 at Coquet
Isle on 6th and ¢150 at Hauxley during month (H.Rr.S.). L
Spotted Redshank: - W ek siee

. Single birds .at Cresswell during month but 3 present from 12th - 19th

(Jss et al)‘and,6$Qﬁﬂ20th (RW). singles at Bauburgh .on 2nd (B.R.5.). - .
Ford on 9th (Ei) and Walbottle from 10th - VSR AasEAIEY) ST T IR :

Greenshank: - .

The most reported from Cresswell was 4 on 11th, 1 present on 27th
(IH/ER). A bird 4t ‘Cresswell from 6th to 1lth had orange/yellow legs (DC/
ER). Other single birds at Beadnell on 1st, Dawmburgh on 15th and Fenhamn
on 20th (FRE). .

not: -
cl000 at Holy Island Flats on 1lst (JE0). On 28th only 50 at Hauxley
(R84 ) s

Purple Sandpiper:- ’ \ ' ;

1 at Amble -on 5th (H.R.S) and at Bamburgh on 26th (B.R.S.) were the
only records. )
Little Stint:- S

- At Cresswell, 2 on 5th, 4 on 7th, 2 on 1llth of which 1 reviained until
27th (IH et al). 1 at .oly Island on 2nd and at Seahouses from I5th -
17th (PRE)j. 3 at St. hary's Island on 22nd (Sl).

Dunlin:- ;

1 at Whittle Denc on 1lst had risen to 13 on 27th dropping to 6 on
29th (IHA). Over 200 at loly Island Flats on lst (JEO) was the largest
individual flock reported, Parties elscewhere averaged c50 in size.

Curlew Sandpiper:- : : ' :

Numbers at Cresswell increased during 5th - 7th when a small immig-
ration of Little Stints and Dunlin were also noticed; 6 on 7th had
decreased to 2 on 1llth, 1 remaining until 27th (ER/IH). 2 at fenham Mill
on 20th (PRE) and 2 at Boulmer on 19th (RN). 2 at Whittle Dene from 27th
- 28th (JsB). : :

Sanderling:- '
Over 50 om jioly Island on 2nd (JB0O) and 160 at Hauxley on 19th (H.R.8)

Ruff:~

Numbers at Cresswell had dropped to 4 on Ath (M) but socon increased
to 12 on 5th and by 11lth over 30 were present (©R), numbers then started
to decrease and 9 were present on 27th (IH). 1 at Swallow Ponds on 12th
and 1lhth (FC/HC) and 2 at Holy Island on 17th (PRE). :

/Yilson's
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/Wilson's Fhalarope:-

1 on doly Island Lough from 12th to 17th was scen by many observers
during its stay. It was in Winter plunage. This is cl5th British Record
of this rare Awmerican Vagrant (¥. J. Stead/F.G. Grey/MB)_ 7

Arctic Skuas:-

Considered very nurierous in Hudle Say during early part of month (TW)
6 off iauxley on 2nd and 5 on 12th; 8 flew N, on 21st (H.R.S.). Totals
of 5 were seen off Holy Island on 17th and 27th and off Stag Rocks on 29th
(PriE). 8 flew N. off Seaton Sluice on 19th (MH).

Great Skuas-

' Individuals noted moving N. andi S, from various points during month,
Singles at Boulmer and St. Mary's Island on lst, Hamburgh on 2nd, Hauxley
on 12th and Holvy Island on 17th. 2 flew S. off St. Mary's Island on 20th
and '22nd, 3 on 23rd (JDP).

Pomarine Skua:-

2 flew S, and 1 N, off St., liary's Island on 1lst (JDP) when 2 were
seen flying N. off Hauxley (H.R.S.) where 1 flew N. on 12th. 1 off the
Inner Farne on 16th and another off Holy Island on 17th (PRE). 1 flew S.
off Cresswell on 27th (Ii).

Greater Black~-backed Gull:-
c200 adults in Auble ilarbour on 24th (TW/H.R.S.).

Comion ull'~ ‘
A rocst of over 3000 at South Shields by end of month (MC) and a
northerly noveuent of 150 per hour off iauxley on 9th (H.Kk.S. )

Glaucous Gull:-"
Only record is of the sub-adult in Auble/Hauxley area during most
of month (H.R.S).

Little Gull:- ]
1 at Boulmer on 1lst (k).

Black-headed Gull:- :
T c2000 flew Ne off iHauxley on 9th when a passage of 250 per hour was
noted (H.R.S.).

Kittiwake:~
2000 on Coquet. Isle on 1lst, moving ., at 500 per hour off Hauxley on
12th (d.R.S.). .

Black Tern: - iy
1 at Cresswell stayed untll 20th (D#/1H et al). 1 at Bamburgh on
26th/27th (B.X.S). : A

Gull-billed Tern:=~-

2 birds in Hauxley area were last scen on 1lst August (H.R.S). The
Re L. Committee are to consider another record of a single bird flylng S
at St. llary's Island on 1lst September (JDP).

Couti.on/Arctic Tern:- ' :
A movenent frowm 3rd - 5thh was noted at Hauxley. It involved ¢10,000
Arctics flying N. in parties of c20 and ¢cl000 Comions (H.R.S.).

Roseate Tern:- <3

2 at Stag Rocks from 23rd - 27th (B.R.S)}. Single birds scen else-
where.
Little Jjuk:=- '

1 flying i, off St, mary's Island on 20th is an unusual record (sM).

Turtle Dove:-
An adult at Hauxley on thh (H.R.S.) and 1 at Belford on 26th (MH).

Collared Dove:- .
2 in Whitley Lay Cemetery on 23rd (JDP). 1 at Hauxley on 26th and
2 at Cresswell on 27th (II.R.S/Ii).

Cuckoo: = :
1 on Holy Island on 18th is a late record (DB).

/Short-cared Owl
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Short-eared Owl: -

At JJauxley, therc were 2 on 4th, 1 flew in fron E. on 5th and 1 was
present on 26th (H.R.S). 2 qt Cresswell during nost of month were joined
by another on 23rd and 3 were still present on 26th (DB/DC et al). On -
30th there was 1 at Bamburgh and 3 at Holy Island (PRE).

Swift:-
A few late stragglers were seen until 10th, thereafter individuals

gépbrted‘were, Seahouses on 15th, Bampurgh on 21st, Tynemouth on 23rd
and Scuth Shields on 28th (JDP/PRE/MC).

Wryneck: -

1 at Cullernose point on 6th (P. Brown).

Skylark:-:

A southerly movement noted over Hamburgh on 26th (B.R.S).,

Swallow: -

50 in rauxley area on 3rd had dropped to ¢20 on 4th. Small numbers
were coming in off sea all day on 5th and: eventually c90 were present
(H,R;S.).- A. siwilar movenent was noted at' St. lary's Island on 5th when
. €50 came in (RN). liany were on Holy Island after a thunderstorm on 16th
(BG). Birds still present in most areas by end of month.

House Liartin:- <
Pair were feeding young at Rock on 30th (PH).

Sand Martin:- A _ .
1 at.Craster on 1l4th (PRZ) and a few with Swallows on Holy Island on
16th (FC)«- :

Great Tit:- . ; e

Zirds ‘moving through auxley during month. 4 on 3rd, 1 on 24th and
2 on 27th (H.R.S). 4t Bawburgh 7 came in from dunes on' 26th (B.R.S.).
14 were at ¥rior's ¥Park, Pynemouth on 23rd (JoP).

Blue Tit:-

Very numerous in most coastal areas, especially during the latter
half of month. A total of clO moved: through Hauxley from 20th - 23rd.
Many flocks of up to 20 reported from hamburgh, Cresswell and Whitley Bay
areas. Largest concentration was of 60 at Cresswell on 3rd (JDP). Over
4o at frior's Park on 24th (IiH). =

Coal Tit:- . 5

5 at Bausburgh on 13th and 3 more on 26th (B.R.S). 2 at Hauxley on
21st/22nd and 1 on 27th {(H.K.S) and all these birds occurred when Tits
were moving down the .coast in large numbers.
Willow Tit:-

2 at Hauxley on 2nd (H.R.S.).

Long-tailed Tit:- .
Only reports are of parties of 9 at Gosforth Fark on 19th (MN) and .
20 at Rock on 30th (PH).

Tree Creeper: - '
A "Northern" bird at Hauxley on 8th/9th (H.R.S) and 1 on Holy Island
on 16th (Fc),

Wrens - : :
Noted moving through Hauxley in small numbers during month.
Dipper:- :
1 at Whittle Dene on 1lst (JSB/IHA).
Mistle Thrush:- L
12 in Whitley Bay Ceumetery on 13th (JDP). 1 flew in from sea at
Hauxley on 24th (H.R.S) and 2 at Baiburgh on 26th (B.R.S.).

Mieldfare: - {
1 on ifoly Island on 5th (SRS/RIiW).
Song Thrush: - e
Over 100 in Whitley Hay Cemetery on 3rd dropped to 50 on 4th and
5th (:H/SM). At izauxley c30 passed through from 7th to 10th (H.R.S.).

Kedwing: - )
The first Autumm birds were 4 at Hauxley on 13th (H.R.S). Only other
was 1 at St, llary's Island on 28th (Lili/SM).

6 /Ring Ouzel



Hing Ouzel: -
3 at Langleeford on 8th (PRE).

Blackbird: - :

First Autumn influxes were noted all along coast on 3rd/Uth and 22nd/
23rd.. During these latter dates there were many in South Shields area
(MC} and c50 passed through Hauxley (H;R.S). A fall of ¢50 at Tynemouth
on 28th (SIi). % 43

Wheatear: - d

Small numbers passing through during most of month. An influx was
noted on 3rd to 7th when 10 at Elyth Cemetery on 3rd and 6 on 5th and 7th
(sM/mMH) and 20 passed through Hauxley during the same period. During 2
hours on 13th, 12 flew S. along shore at Hauxley (H.R.S.). 3 at Holy
Island on 17th (PRE). S

.Greenland.Wheatear.—
4 at Hauxley on 20th were of this race.

Stonecﬁaf:— ‘ .
2 at Bamburgh on 26th (B.k.S) and 1 at St. Mary's Island on 19th (MN)
and at Seahouses on 24th (FRE).

Whinchat:- _ v 1dy

Passing through in swall numbers in coastal areas. An influx noted
at Blyth with c26 seen there from 3rd - 6th ($M/MH). During same period
c60 passed through Hauxley (H.R.S) and up to.1l0 a day were present for
remainder of month. ' ’

"Redstart:- : : -

Reports from wmost coastal places during month. Small immigration
took place on 3rd - 7th with single birds at llarsden (MC), Crééswell_(MN)
Whitley Bay and Blyth Cemeteries (Mil). At Hauxley cl2 passed through,
and again on 24th with 3 at harsden (MC), 12 at Cresswell (DB) and c24 at
Hauxley (H.K.S).

Robins =

First immigration was noted-on 5th/6th with 3 at ifauxley. During
period 19th/27th birds were noted to be passing through iwost ccastal
pPlaces in small nuiibers.

Sedge Warbler: - ;
On 13th, at least 1 present at Tanfield Ponds (RMP). 1 at St. Mary's
Island and another at Whitley Bay Cemetery on 1lst (MH).

/Icterine wWarbler:-
The K.B. Comiittee are to consider a report of 1 at 3Blyth Cenctery on
Ltn (Jor)_/ - '

Blackcap: -

5 individuals at Hauxley between lst and 20th (H.R.S). 3 at Craster
on 3rd (Pill) and single birds at Cresswell on 19th, Gosforth Park on 23rd
and Monks House on 25th (TW/Ek et al).

Darred Warbler:-
3 records. 1 at Holy Island on 16th (FC/BG/ER), 1 at auxley on 27th
(H.R.8.) and 1 at Craster on 3rd (PRE).

Garden Warbler:- .

An influx of 4 at Llyth Cemetery on 5th (SH) and 1 at Tynemouth on
7th (TW). On 3rd, cll were present at Cresswell (JDP). 5 passcd through
Jauxley during month (H.R.S). 1 at Bamburgh on 5th and 26th (B.R.S.).

Whitethroat:- :

Siall nuabers through Whitley Bay area during first week of month
when ¢25 passed through Hauxley. 4 at Blyth Ccuetery on 5th (MH), 2 at
Cresswell on 23rd and 2 at Hauxley the next day (H.R.S). A late inland
?eco§d on 20th at Wideopen (BG). At least 3 at Gosforth Park on 10th

JEO) . :

Lesser Whitethroat:- )

3 at Hauxley. 1 on 3rd and 1 on 27th (H.R.S) and 1 at Holy Island .
on 4th (SRS/RiiW). : ‘ : ' ‘
Willow/Chiff:-

On 5th/6th cl5 were present in Whitley HRay/Blyth area (SM).

/Willow Warbler
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Willow Warbler:- o ‘
clO moved through dauxley during 2nd/7th (ﬂ R, S) and a bird trapped
on 6th showed characteristics of "acredule",

Chiffchaff:- : : : : :
“Singlé birds at Hauxley on 4th/5th and 27th (H.R.S) at Craster until

25th (PRE), at Blyth Ceuetery on 4th (JDP), Tynemouth on 6th (MH) and 2 at
Arcott Hall on 12th, 1 rewmaining until 20th (CED).

Yallow-browed Warbler: -

A single blrd at Tynenouth Park on 30th stayed until 3rd October (MB/
MH/Dil et al).

Goldcrest-—
Up to 12 seen at various coastal places 1nclud1np mynemouth Whitley
Lay, Cresswell and Hauxley especially during first and last weeks of nonth.

Spotted Flvcatcher:-
0dd birds moving through whole of nonth especially on 4th when 4
were at Cresswell and 3 at ulyth Cemetery (JﬂP/Su)

'Pied Flycatcher:-

Moving through liarsden, Tynemouth, Whitley Bay, Cresswell and Hauxley
in moderate numbers during month, especially in the first week when. there
were over 20 at Bauwburgh. There were 16 at Holy Island (SRS/RHW), 10 at
Marsden on 3rd (MC), 10 at Blyth and ¥Whitley Diay on 5th/6th (si), 30 at
Cresswell -on 4th had dropped to clO the next day (JDP). Fron 2nd to 20th
cl00 went through Hauxley the peak was of 12 on 2nd (H.R S) Falls on
24th were noted at lMarsden c8 (MC), 4 at Cresswell and 12 at Hauxley (H R. S )

Meadow Pipits:- :

Passage was reported frcin Hauxley where birds were noted coastlng
S. on every day of month. 'On 7th, many thousands had passed in contin-
uous flocks of up to 50 and c300 were present in the immediate area, nany
passed on 9th when flocks of c¢30 were passing all day. ¢500 'in Hauxley
area on 12th when there were 4O in Blyth Cemetery (RN) 400 flew S¢ .
during wmorning of 13th at Hauxley (H BB wtyos : g :

Trec Pipit:- '
2 were in Blyth Cemetery on 5th (iN).

/Red-throated Pipit:- :

The R. B. Committee are to consider a record of 2 adults at Hauxley
from 9th to 1llth. 411 typical field points noted and both birds showed -
a considerable awmount of Suumer plumage. This is probably the third
record of tiis rare acand1nav1an Pipit in Worthumberland and the second
from here this year (H.R.S)._ /

Rock kdipit:-
Noted moving through iiauxley during month with up to 30 regular
during first two weeks (H.R.S). :

Pied/Whitc Wagtail:-

cl5 at riauxley on 21st (“oAu ). 5 at Rock on 30th were believed to
be White Wagtails (PH). . ; ‘

i

Grey Wagtails: - g

1 at Colluge Valley on 5th, 3 at Longleufcrd on 13th and 1 at Craster
on 1lhth (1wt On .26th, 2 at uolywell Dene (CE) and 3 camne in off dunes
at Bauburgh (u.M.o.). .

Wagtails Sp: - :
Up to 55 were roosting at lolywell Ponds during first week of month
{IDP ), :

Starling:- ' ’ ' :
A flock of ¢80 flew in from sea at Hauxley on 19th (HoR: 5T,

Goldfinch:~ ‘ \ )
1 at zauburgh on 1st (B.X.S5) and 6 near Wideopen on 20th (BG).

Siskin:- x .
75 at licwton on 1lst (TW). Singles at Whitley vay Cemetery on 6th
and 23rd (Si/JuP) and liowick on 10th (PRE On 26th, 4 at Druridge (JSB/
IHA) and 1 at Bauaburgh (B.k.S). 2 cane 1n off sea at Craster on 2l1lst and
3 wore in off sea on 28th (PRE). :
/Linnet



Linnet: -
; Largest concentrations were at Tanfield with c¢100 during month (RUAP)
and ¢500 roosting in Gosforth Fark on 23rd (ER).

Redpoll:-
Over 200 at lowick on 6th (¥ii2) and c40 at Wideopen on 20th (BG).

Bullfinch: -
Over 7 in Gosforth Park on 13th.

Chaffinch:~
12 were seen to come off the sea at .auxley on 22nd (H.R.S).

/Ortolan Gunting: - _
' A male at Tynemouth Park on 24th (1E)_/

Reed Bunting: -
Noted moving through Hauxley in sitall nuabers (5 a day) during month
(.®%.S). ¢700 roosting in Gosforth Park on 23rd (Br) .

Snow Bunting: -
A nale at Bawuburgh on 26th (B.2:i9).

IList of Contributors

I. . Armastrong, Naftrass.

P. k. tvansi M.
Bamburgh lihging Station. B. Gallowdy. J. E. Orton,
M. Dell. I. darrison. e M. Palmer.
J. 5. Dooth. Y. llawkeyi J. D. Parrack.
e bradford. Hauxley Ringing Station. E. Robson,.
Fe LTOWN. M. Hodgson. S. H. Stobart.
ii. Chalners. J. K. Jeffrey. C. Watson.
e Colley: lirs., r. Jeffrey, T. Winter.
D. Collinson. T. W, Loud, Re Ii. Wood.

C. ¥E. NDouglas. 5. Moffitt.
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SUHIARY

Frou the lst to thne 4th, the weather was douminated by an anticyclone
which was centred to the E. of the country giving East, S. East and
southerly winds, During this tine there was a Spoonbill at Budle Bay,
another Yellow-browed Warbler (which probably came in on the same winds
as the one at Tynemouth mentioned in last month's report), a Red-
throated Pipit and small influxes of Flycatchers, Turdidae, Goldcrests
and Warblers (note Lesser Whitethroats at Hauxley). From the 5th to the
7th, a series of troughs moved across from the Atlantic giving S. to S.W.
winds and producing the first of the Red-breasted Flycatchers on Holy
Island. On the 8th, a westerly air streaii covered the area and from the
9th to the 15th, winds were cyclonic and varying - the 10th being S.E.,
1ith weh.B. and 12th L.il.£., otiherwise generally westerly. A Red-
breasted Fiycatcher now turned up at llauxley as did 2 Great Grey Shrikes
on the 1llth. The fifth Yellow-browed Warbler record for Durham turned up
at liarsden. Fressure rose on the 16th (another Yellow-browed - this tine
at Bamburgh and the second Hed-breasted Flycatcher on Holy Island) lead-
ing to the return of anticyclonic weather from the 17th to the 21st
resulting in winds moving frowm . through W. to SiW. and back agaih, On
the 22nd,éyiuds became colder (resulting in large Turdidae movement) fromn
the N, but only lasted until the 24th, when pressure rose again. From
the 25th, (when a Lesser Vhitefront dropped in at Creqswell) until end of
the wonth a ridge of high pressure extending to Baltic High gave calmn
weather or light southerly winds. It was during this time that a Long-
billed Dowitcher arrived at Cresswell (and was still there on 9th
November) and a Firecrest nade a short stay at Hauxley. Another Great
Grey Shrike was scen, this tiwme at Tyneniouth. '

An interesting nionth, with "a little of everything" but no great
influxes as we have coune €0 expect from previous years.

CLASSIFILED LIST

Divers:-
lany single birds and siiall partices seen off most coastal places
throughout iwionth, :

Black-throated Diver:-
1 flcw N. off St. uary's Island on 15th (RN).

Red~throated Diver:-
Only large concentrations reported were at Cresswell, 8 on 10th
(IJsB/TiIA), 50 on 17th (Ji0), 31 on 31lst (I44).

Great Crested Grebe:- ' ‘
1 on 19th at Warkworth (&I, & T.H), 2 off Stag on 1lth B ReSs 2
off St. Mary's Island on 28th (RN) and 1 off Cresswell on 3lst (1rd) .

Red-necked Grebe:=- v
2 off Stag on 15th and 1 on 18th (B.R.S) also 2 off Cresswell from
25th until end of nonth,

Slavonian Grebe:- \
1 flew N. off St. Mhary's Island on 2nd (MH), a single bird off
Seaton Sluice on 15th was oiled (RN). 1 off Cresswell on 3lst (i)

Gennet:-

200 off Stag on 11th had dropped to clO by 18th (B.R.S.).
deron: -

3 at Gosforth rark on 1l4th (BR). Single birds at Whittle Dene on
htn (Jss/I8A). Budle Day on 10th (DB) and Wingates lioor on 15th (IH).

Spoonbill:-

1 at pudle Bay on 2nd was only seen in flight. It eventually flew
off towards Holy Island flats (GWT/R.A.Jolly).

/Mallard



allard: -

Numbers built up during unonth on most inland waters. 300 at Holywell
Fonds during most of uonth (JUO/CLD) cl50 at Gosforth Fark during last
2 wecks of month, (BG). 650 at Wingates lioor on 15th (IH). Host other
inland waters had large nunbers durlng month. :

Teal:-~ :
40 at Gosforth Park on 18th (MH), had built up to 300 by 31st (BG).
180 at Jolywell Ponds on 4th (CED). 90 at Wingates on 15th (Ii). Snaller
nuubcrs were reported froia most inland waters throuphout month.

Wigeon: -
Largest number inland was 40 at uolywell Fonds on 1llth (hd/MLC) and

50 on 28th (CuD) - ¢500 at Budle say on 17th (DC) and 05000 flew Wi over
sauie place on 24th (DC). 170 at Wingates on 15th (IH). 250 flew N. at
Hauxley on 19th (H.Rk.S.). :

Pintail:- )
3 at ”1n gates lioor on 15th (lu). 3 at dorth Walbottle on 5th,
single blrds at Gosforth knrk and Colt Crag uuring nonth.

snoveler--‘ : : ;
Largest numbers were at Gosforth rark whore thcrc were 25 on 4th
(RW) and 20:on 12th (ER). Only 3 reunained on 31lst (BG).

Tufted Duck:~-
Numbers on ﬁolywell Fonds and Gosforth Park tended to build up during

month. 55 at Holywell Ponds ‘on Bloﬁ \CLJ) was by far the largpst con-
centratlon rcported.

Pochard:-- . o 3 B .
‘9 at uartburn on 18th/24th (JAJ/TJL)...at Whittle Dene numbers built
up during month, 43 on 11th, 69 on 18th and 107 on 25th (JSB/IHA).

Goldeneye: -

Suiall nuubers on most inland waters after the widdle of month. 1
flew N. off 5t. .ary's Island on 3rd (Mii), 7 flew N. on 21st and a total
of 17 on 28th in one hour (ifiI). 18 off Warkworth on 19th (B. & T.H.).

,Long-ta1led Duck:— : ' Ao
3 off Stag Rocks on lbth (L.R S). 3 at Holy Island and 3 flew N.
of f Bamburgh on 24th (DB). 1 at Hauxley on 31lst (H.R.S.).

Velver Scoter:-

5 off Lioly Island on 3rd (B. & T.I.) and 3 flew 1il. off Hauxley on
22nd (H.R.S. ).

Conion Scoter: - )
ttany suall flocks of ¢50 scen from several coastal points., The
largest concentration was c300 off Cresswell on 3lst (Mii).’

Goosander: -~ o . :
A feumale flew N. off St., iiary's Island on 3rd (BG).

Red-breasted lierganser: -

uany snall parties seen off most coastal places’ towards end of
wonth, jany were in Ross itack Sands’ area during uonth (bB/B. & 1T .J )
5 off Stag on 18th (B.R.S.). i

Shelduck: - :
2 at Hauxley during first week of month and 1 at Jarrow on 25th
(lLL(J)

Grey Lag Goose: - _ : B )
6 flew N. off Bauburgh on 11th (B.K.:.). 5 at Holywell Ponds fromn
18th to 24th (CLD/JEO). 3 at Hauxley oh 10th and 31st (H.R.S.).

Grey Geese:- . : L , ‘ , , '
6 flew S,W. over Worth Shields on 11th and 5 flew over Killingworth
on 17th (BG).

Pink-footed boose o ‘
12 flew . at uarsden on 31st (MLC).

Lesser Whitefront:-
A goose showing the fleld characteristics of this species was seen

at Cresswell on 25th. The observer noted small size, pink bill,

white on head. This record is to be put before the Ratities Comumittee

(1H).

/Barnacle



barnacle Goose: -

12 flew N, off Bauburgh on 10th and c20 were on fenhair vlats on the
sauie day (DB/Bi2.5). A single bird at Cresswell on 10th and 1 at Whittle
Dene from 1lth until end of month (JSE/ILA).

Mute Swan:- '
10 at Gosforth Park and 14 at laydon on 28th (JSi/IHA). cl00+ in
{oly Island area on 24th (DE/DC)

Whooper Swan:-
Largest number reported was 15 at Colt Crag on 18th (RG/NE/EL).
#lsewhere nuribers gradually built up after 12th.

Bewick Swans: -
1 at Jingate ifoor on 15th (Ii).

Luzzard:; -
4 Coruion buzzard flew in from the E. at Hauxley on 3rd (H.R.S.).

Peregrine: -
On 10th, 1 at Bawburgh and 1 at St. liary's on sawe day (B.R.S./MN}.

herlin: - s
A fenale at cauxley on 3rd and 7th and 1 at Dawburgh on 18th (B.R.5/
AH.R.S. ). :
Kestrel: -

at Bamburgh throughout aonth (B.R.S). tany single birds were seen
in coastal places on 3rd.

Plicasant: -
Single birds at Baburgh on 11lth and Hauxley on 21st (H.R.S./B.R.S.).
Both birds were in unusual places.

‘Water Rail:- ‘
2 at SBawburgh on 15th and 3 on 13th (B.&.S.). 2 at Hauxley from
11lth until end of wmonth.

loorhen: -
An exhausted bird at Hauxley on 3rd and ¢35 were present on 31lst
(ﬁ R. s).

Co

umbcrs at Holywell Ponds decreased to c¢30 during wonth (CED).
210. at Seaton Burn on 13th (ER).

Lapwing: -

A northerly movement on 19th when 1700 flew over Marsden (MLC), )
c300 per hour over Eauburgh (JSB/IHA). 1600 at Cresswell on 25th (1H).

Grey irlover:- ’
2 at Zouluer on 3rd and Cresswell on 4th (MLC/Mii). 7 at Budle Bay
on 10th and 2 on 15th (B.R.S.). 6 at Holy Island on 24th (DEBj.

Golden Flover:-

Nuwwbers were well below noriaal for this time of year! 600 at
Hauxley during iaonth \d.u.u.). 500 at Cresswell on 25th (I#). 1180
at Jarrow Slake on 25th {liLC) with flocks of 200+ at St. f.ary's and
Whittle Dene by end of month.

Snige:—»

50 at liolywell FTonds and iauxley during month and 65 at Swallow
Fonds on 28th (iii/CZ.J/H.R.S.). 80 at Cresswell on 31st (i) was by far
the largest concentration reported.

Jack Snipe:-

2 at Hauxley on 3rd, and 1 at Cresswell on 4th {H.R.S/Mii). after
this date small numbers were recorded until end of wmonth with maximum of
3 at Bawburgh from 15th - 18th (B.R.S.).

Woodcocik: -
1 at Bamburgh on 18th and 2 on 19th (B.R.S). 1 at larsden on 19th
((H). 1 at Bruridge on 27th and at Hauxley on 29th (iI.R.S.).

Curlew:- :
iaximua nuwabers reported was of 72 at .oly Island on 6th (B. & T.H.).

Bar-tailed Godwit:- ,
200 at fFenhaia iflats on 10th (DB). Swall numbers reported from
elsewhere on coast.

/Green Sandpiper
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Green Sandpiper:- : .

3 at North Walbottle on 5th, 1 of which remained until 27th (JSB/
IHA). "1 at willingworth during first week of month and 1 at Gosforth
Park on 12th (BG/ER). 1 at Colt Crag on 18th (MLC).

Comaon. Sandpiper: -
1 at whittledene from 1lst to 8th (IHA/JSB).

Redshank: -
260 at Cresswell on3lst (ndri) .

Spotted Redshank:- . _
_ 1 at North Walbottle until 20th (JSB/IHA). 1 at Hauxley on Ath
(#.R.S.). 1 at Jarrow Slake on 25th (MLC).

Greenshank: -

1 at Bruridge on 10th (JSB/IHA). 1 at Cresswell on 4th (MM), 13th
?nd 15th (B. & T.H.)s 2 at Holywell Dene on 3rd (#i1) and one on 4th
JEQ )«

Purple Sandpiper:-
1 at Stag Rocks on 1lth rose to 40 by 15th (B.kR.S.). 25 at Seaton
‘Sluice on 31lst. (LiN). -

Long-billed Dowitcher:- . -
1 at Cresswell Ponds from 27th until time of writing this report
(10th November). : (B. & T.H/MM et al).

Little Stint:- ‘
1 at Whittle Dene on 4th (JSBH/IHA). 1 at Cresswell on 2kth (B. &
Pt - -

Dunlins - ! 4

Single birds at Holywell Ponds on 3rd and 18th (CED). 4 at Whin-
gates toor on 15th (Iii). 100+ at St. Mary's on 3lst (M) and 300+ at
Cre§swell on 31lst (MM). A maximum of 16 at Whittle Dene on 8th (gsB/
IHA).

Curlew Sandpiper:-~
1 at iHolywell Ponds from 10th to 24th (CED).

Sanderlings- ‘
50 at St. Mary's Island on 17th (Ml). 60 at Hauxley on 31lst (H.R.S).
and up to 40 at Bamburgh throughout latter half of month (B.R.S3)%

Ruff:-

4 at Cresswell on 3rd, 2 on 8th and on 25th (I.H.A/B. & T.H/IH).
1 at Budle Bay on 10th (DB).

Arctic Skua:-
2 off Stag on 1lth and 1 on 15th (B.R.S).

Black-backed Gull:-
A northerly passage on 21st when 200 flew N. in 30 minutes at
Hauxley (H.R.S.).

Lesser Black-backed Gull: =~
1 off Stag Rocks on 18th (B.R.S.).

Glaucous Gull:-
The bird mentioned in last month's report remained until 10th (H.R.S)

Little Tern:-
1 at South Shields on 9th (MLC).

Razorbill:-
5> off Stag Rocks on 15th (B.R.S).

Tawny Owl:- ‘
12 in Gosforth Park on evening of 13th (ER).

Short-eared Owl:-
3 were present at Hauxley throughout most of the month (H.R.S)
and 2 at Cresswell were also resident (Mli). Other single and pairs of

birds were scen at Bawburgh, Dunstanburgh, Holy Island, Swallow Ponds
and Holywell.

Grecn Woodpecker:-
1 at Bauburgh during the month (B.R.S).

/Skylark
L,



Skylark:-

Increases noted from lst to 8th. Over 800 per hour flew S. at
Howick on 2nd (DC) was the largest movement seeniy At Hauxley, the nuabers
in the area gradually built up frowm c¢l70 on 10th to ¢300 on 31lst (H.R.S).
A heavy westerly movement up the Tyne Valley with flocks of up to 12
passing Newburn regularly all day on 8th and on 13thparties of up to 30
were continually passing S. over Seaton Burn (ZR/BG).

Swallow: -
Straglers regularly seen until 10th. Several flew S. over Whitley
Bay on 19th (JDP) and 2 were at Cresswell on 31st (riri).

House liartin:-
6 coasted S. over lauxley with Swallows on 4th (H.R.S.). 2 at St.
Mary's Island on 31st (Sii)

Sand liartin:-
3 at St. mary's Island on 28th (RN).

Great Tit:-

Sinall parties noted moving through bhamburgh, iHauxley and Tynemouth
from 3rd to 1llth and 15th to 20th.
Blue 7it:- ‘

Large flocks of 20 and 24 were at liarsden at the beginning of the
month (MLC) and similar movements werec tdklnF place at Seaton Sluice and
Damburgh where it tullcd off on 15th (BG/B R, )

Coal Tit:-
On 4th, 3 arrived at Bamburgh and reuained until end of month (D.R.S.)

While 1 at Hauxley was joined by another the next day. 1 remained until
11th {(H.R.S.). 1 at jiamslen on 12th (MLC).

Marsh Tit:- v .
4 at Bamburgh throughout month (B.R.S.).

Willow Tit:- _ »
1 at Gosforth rark on 25th (lN).

Long-tailed Tit:-
On the 4th, there were 2 at Damburgh which rose to 7 on 17th (B.R.S.)
8 at Colt Crag on 18th (iiLC).

Tree Crecper:- :
1 of "northern" race trapped at Hauxley on 3rd (H.R.S.).

Wwrens: - -
A very iarked increase in numbers in Holywell Dene, Bamburgh and
other arcas froum cl8th onwards., It seeurs now commoner than for many years.

(Jpp).

"Turdidae" ;-

Numbers couing in off sea between 18th and 26th from E.N.E. Black-
birds in particular, caught during that period, averaged wing length 5mm,
longer than local birds (both sexes)(JDF). Large numbers noted along
coast also on 3rd and 28th (ILC). '

Pieldfare:~-

3 flew W. over Bamburgh on 11lth (B.R.S.) and froi this day onwards
steady inconing flow was noted at Tynciiouth, Holywell Dene and Hauxley.
c50 came in at Hauxley on 22nd, 200 on 29th and 60 on 31st (H.R.S). 600
at ifolywell Dene on 26th (JDP). liost of the coastal birds seen moved in-
land very rapidly. 150 being at Ingraia on 23rd (RN).

Song thrush: -
At Hauxiey, falls of 12 on 2nd and 3rd and 10 on 4th were observed.
c20 in liolywell Dene on 24th (JE0).

Redwing: -
The greatest influx at Holy Island at the beginning of the nonth, was

on 3rd when 300 flew S. (B. & T.H.) and from this date many birds were
heard in sll parts of the area on most nights flying westwards. 100 at
Friors Park on 29th (iiH).

Ring Ouzel: -~
1 at Hauxley on 2nd (H.R.S.).

/Blackbird



SBlackbird:- | » ‘ :

Extensive immdgration noted on several days during month at Hauxioy,
Swmall nuabers came in on 17th and birds were continually pa:sin“ through
on 18th when ¢l1l200 cawme in. At dusk nany flew off to S.W. vory bhigh. on
19th, c800 passed between 2.p.ui. and 5.a.m. and another heavy passa, o
during afterncon on 29th when c¢3000 cane in in flocks of up to ZOO (i.ﬂ ;,)
Influxes also noted at H)lywell Dene on 18th, 22nd and 26th (JDP)

iheatear: - ) . ' i :
: 3 at St. liary's Island on 2nd (MN) and 1 at Dunstanburgh the next day
(MLeY:" : . ‘ ~

stonechat: - , _
A pair at Bamburgh on 10th and 2 nales on‘l6th (B.R.S).

Whinchat: -
On 4th, 1 which had been presunt at ilauxley from 2nd was joinel by
another (H.R.S.).

Redstart: -

A small influx was noted along coastal areas during the first fort-
night of the rionth, its peak being reached on 4th/5th and many birds
remalnlnp until the 10th or 1lth., At Bamburgh a maxirun of 3 on 4th,

6 at :auxley and 8 at Blyth Cemetery, 5 at Holy Island on 5th (SIi/B., & T.H
et al) .1 in ¥Priors prark on 18th (Sli) and at iiauxley on 2lst (H.R.S.)..

Robin: -

A noticeable fall in Gosforth l'ark arca on afterncon of 13th when
cl0 were present in a suwall area of willow scrub (ZrR). 10 at whitley
Bay Cemetery on 15th (RN).

Blackcap: - v
Single birds, or pairs, were present at either Hauxley, Bawmburgh,
Tynewouth or llarsden on different days throughout the month.

Barred Warbler:-
The September bird stayed at Hauxley until 11th - another present on
19th (H#..S). 1 at Priors Park from 18th to 21st (MH/SIH).

Garden Warbler:-
- .1.at idauxley on 4th/5th and another on 31lst (H.R.S.),

Lesser Whitethroat:-

On 3rd - 2 at .jauxley which showed the characteristics of the
Siberian race (H R. o.) and at Tynemouth (MN/DB). 1 in Blyth Cenetery on
5th (JKJ/TWL). at BDawmburgh on 17th (B R.S.) and at Priors Park from
18th to 21st (LF/SA)

Phylcscopus: -
1 at Bamburgh on 16th and 2 on 17th (B.R.S.).

Chiffchaff:-

On 3rd there were 3 at Hauxley 2 of which were of the Scandinavian
race "abietinus", 3 on 4th were all uritish "collyblta" 1 on 30th was
of Siberian race "tristis" (E.«.S.). 1 in Holywell Dene on 3rd (CiJ).

2 in iloly Island area on 9th and 1 on 10th (B. & T.H.). 1 at larsden
19th (15.¢).

Yellow-browed Warbler:- '
1 on iHoly Island on 1st (B & BeHy ) 1 at Marsden on lBth/lhth
(1iLCc). 1 at Bamburgh on l6th/l]th (B.R.S.).

Goldcrest: - . ’ 4

4t sdauxley, 20 on 2nd had risen to 40 on 3rd and 60 on A4th. 100
present on 5th. 5 present on.most other days (H.R.S.). A similar influx
though on smaller scale was seen at Whitley Bay Cemetery, when 50 were
present on 4th/5th (JDP). Small numbers noted elsewhere along the coast
during the first week. :

Firecrest:- 5
1 at Hauxley on 30th (H.R.S.).

Spotted Flycatcher:-
Single birds at Marsden on 4th (MLC) and dauxlby on 19th (H.R. %)

/Pied Flycatcher



Pied Flycatcher:-

Again a small influx during the first six days of wmonth.,. 10 at
pauburgh on 3rd/4th (B.R.S.). 4 - 5 at Tynewmouth Park and 5+ at Priors
Fark on 1lst/2nd (M3 et al)., Birds also seen at Hauxley, Marsden and Blyth
during this tine.

Red=-breasted Flycatcher:-

A first winter bird at liauxley on 11th (H.R.S.). 1 on Holy Island

on 6th and another on 16th (B. & T.H. et al).

Dunnock: -
On 2nd, over 50 at St, Mary's Island (MN), ¢100 at Hauxley on 10th

many of which had moved on by mid day (H.R.S.).

/Red-throated Pipit:-

1 at St. ldary's Island on morning of 4th. Among other details the
observer noted the distinctive call and dark striations over mantle and
runp and general dark appearance (JDP). Record is to be considered by
Rarities Coumittee._/

Grey Wagtail:-
1 at bamburgh from 10th to 15th (B.R.S.). 3 at Newburn on 14th (Ra;.

Great Grey Shrike:-

2 cauie in from the sea at Hauxley on 1ith. 1 remained in area for
reumainder of the day, roosting at night in the gardens (d.R.S.). 1 in
Tynemouth Park on 29th (Sii/MH).

Starling:-

A very large roost at Rothly, estimated about the same size as the
one at Hartburn last year (JKJ/TWL). DNoted coming in with Turdidae on
29th/30th (H.R.S.).

Goldfinch:-
17 at Bawburgh on 17th and 4 the next day (B.R.S.).

Siskin:-

1 at St. Mary's Island on 2nd {liN). 2 at Whitley Bay Cemetery on 4th
(JDP) and 1 on 31st (SM). 2 at Bamburgh on 16th and 1 on 19th (B.R.S.)
2 at Hartley on 17th and 1 in Whitley Bay Cenetery (MH).

Redpoll:-~
A flock of 25 in Gosforth Park on 4th (RN).

Bullfinchs-
3 at Hartburn on 18th (JKJ/TWL).

Crossbill:-

At Gosforth Park there were 2 on 24th (1H).
Eraubling: -

1 at Cresswell on 3rd (IHA/JSB) and on 4th, 4 in Whitley Bay Cem-
etery (JDF) and 2 at Ashington (Hli). From 17th to 19th a small influx
note«d along the coast when 5 at Zamburgh, 15 at harsden, 1 at Dlyth and 2
at St. Hary's Island. 1 at Priors Park throughout month (MB).

Corn Dunting:- )
A roost of 20+ at hamburgh (B.R.S.).

Snow Bunting: - .
1 at St., Mary's Island on 10th (lif) and 3 at Bruriage on3lst (THA/
JSM).

Tree Sparrow: -
A Tlock of 20 in Gosforth Fark on 24th (RN).

List of Contributors
I. d. Armstrong. Bamburgh Ringing Station. M, Beli, J. S. Booth, W. Brady,
D. Bradford. M. L. Chalmers, D. Collinson., C. BE. Douglas. R. Grey.
L. Galloway. B. &.T. Hallan, I. Harrison. Hauxley Ringing Statiocon.
ti. Hodgson, J. K. Jeffrey. L., Lobley. T.W. Loud. M. Harquiss. S. Moffitt.
i Natrass. R. NOoruman. N. E., Orton. . . Palmer. J. D. Parrack. E. Robson
G, W. Tewperly. C. J. Ward,

NEXT MONTI'S MILTING:- Designed to instruct and amuse - no prizes given
but we all hope to learn something. Quiz on slides in three parts:-

1. Rirds in the hand,.
2. Birds in nntural haunts,} Concrete reasons given for why a bird
3. Bad photographs. )} is what it is.

Also - how to take notes of a strange
bird.
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During the first week an anticyclone centred at first to the N.W,
and ‘later, the E. of the country., By the 8th, it had umoved’'to the
Continent though a ridge extending from it continued to cover the country
until the 10th. On the 11lth, westerly winds began and from then until the
17th a series of troughs and weak ridges moved eastwards across the area.
From the 18th - 25th, westerly winds from an anticyclone centred over
Bay of Biscay. On the 26th, however, a depression moved N.I. to the W.
and N. of the country. During the 28th and 29th, this depression noved
S. over the country to be followed on the BOth by another, glving cold M.
to N.E. w1nds 059001ally on the 29th.

An unusual record is of a Flamingo, probably one of the birds seen
later in lorth Yorkshire. The Dowitcher is still with us. A Great Grey
Shrike at Newsham on the 3rd and late records of Swift, Swallow, Arctitc
and Fomerine Skua were other highlights of the month. The mild weather,
however, although allowing many Summer visitors to remain late, has prev-
ented an influx of Winter visitors, for only one Hooded Crow has been
seen so far, and numbers of Woodcock, Golden Plover, Turdidae (Fieldfare .
and Redwing) etc., seen to be well down compared with previous yecars.

On the 27th a large movement- of Geese took place and with worsening con-
ditions on the 29th a large sea movenent of duéks etc., was noted off
Hauxley. Warn weather has made Autuun a very long season. ~

Classified List..

Divers Sp?:-
26 .at Cresswcll on lst and over 50 on 28th (MH/Mii).

Black-throated Diver:=- _
2 at ‘Bauburgh on 7th (BI{R:S.).

Great lorthern Diver:- ;
1 flew N. off {dauxley on 29th (H.xR.5.).

Red=-thiroated Diver:-

Fresent in Cresswell Bay throughout month with a maxiumum of 25 there
on 15th (DPB), 1 at Whittle Dene from 1lst - 7th (IHA/JISB). Over 20 of f ;
Chevington Burn on 21st (MN). During half-an-hour on 29th, 20 flew N, off
lauxley, including a flock of 16 (H.R.S.). ‘ ,

Great Crested Grebe:- o
A bird at Whittle Dene from lst - 7th (1¥A/JSB). Other single birds
at Chevington Burn on 15th (DB) and r rtburn on 27th (JKJ/TWL).

Red-necked Grebe: .
3 at Ba 1burgh on 7th (1 in bunacr plumage) and 2 on 8th (B.R.S.).

Slavonian Grebe:
At Cresswcll Bay, 9 present on 8th (JiID) and 1 on 28th (MH).

lLittle Grebe:- : . .

1 at :iolywell Ponds on 8th (a late date - CED)., 1 on river at
Warkworth on 15th (BG), 4 at Lynemouth Burn on 16th (TH) and 5 at Tyne-
routiz Waterworks on 21st/22nd (1il). '

Fuluar:-
5 pairs sitting on ledges at Holy Island on 2nd {(DD).

Gannet: - i
Very few scen flying N. during rost of nmonth.

ileromn: -
1 at Cresswell on FEh (liLC) and 1 at Longw1tt1nrton the next day
(PB). 2 at Hallington Rescrvoir on 15th (RG/EL/WB).

gbluulngo'—

Full noted have bebn received of a bird which flew S. off Bawburgh on
8th (B.R.S.). It is of interest to note that a Chilean Flamingo is at
Teesmouth now. /

1 /Mallard



Hallards- ’ .
Flocks of ¢500 at Blyth gay on. 1lst (MLC), Netherwittoa an< Tapheaton
on 22nd (C. Ward) and Whittle Dene on 21st (IHA/JSB)« Flocks 4. alling up
to 300 on sea at Seaton Sluice during onth (mN). Smmaller flocizs seen on
rmmost other waters. '

Teal'- ‘ \ :
A maxinum of ¢250 at Iolywell Ponds on 1lst (CED). 170+ at Gosforth
Fark on 15th (MH). o©n 22nd; 110 at Capheaton (C. Ward),

 W1geon~— ;
. On 1l4th/15th a naximum of 100 at Holywell Ponds (CBJ/AB). On 22nd,
60 at Bolam, 30 at Hartburn, 20 at Netherwitton and 50 at Capheaton

(C. Ward). Over 50 at Seaton Sluice on 29th,

Yintail:-

A maximu of 3 at Holywell Ponds on 1Uth and 2 at Gosforth Park on
21st (¥iN). A wmale in Blyth Bay on 1st and 3 in North Northumberland on
22nd (iLC)« 1 at Cresswell Ponds on 7th (MH).

tTufted Duck: - : _

‘Numbers rose at Whittle Dene frowm 18 on 1lst to 34 on 28th (IHA/JSH).
laxiium-at Holywell.Ponds of 61 on 8th (CED). On 22nd, 40 at Bolam, 15
at Hartburn and 50 at Capheaton (Cuu). : '

Pochdrd-—

At Jhlttle Dene, 156 on 1lst rose to 189 on 7th then dropped to 32 onr
21st, but rose again to 85 on 28th (IHA/JSB). 44 at Gosforth Park on 1hthL
(uN)Yand 12 at Holywell Ponds next day (CLUD/AB). On 22nd, 30 at Bolan,..
15 at Xartburn, 15 at Netherwltton and c¢200 at Capheaton (C. Warq).

Goldeneye:-

5 at dolywell Ponds on 8th and 29th (CED). HMaximum of 11 at Whittle
Dene on 7th (IHA/JSB), On 21st, 3 flew N. off St. lary's Island (SM) and
on the next day there were 8 at Bolam, 2 at Harturn, 20 at Netherwitton,
11 at Capheaton (€. Ward) and 5 at Wingates (TWL/JKJ), 11 at Broomlee on
15th (Wu) A mortherly wmovenment at llauxley on 22nd,  when 4 were seen,
and another on 29th when 16 were scen in halffannhour‘(H.R.S.).

Long-tailed Duck:=- e gFn

1 found shot through the neck at Stag Rocks onlst, died shortly after-
wards (TWL/JKJ). 4 at Cresswell on 22nd (JHD). 18 off Stag Rocks on 7th
(B.ﬂ S.) and smaller numbers present throughout month.- 1 flew N. off
St. liary's Island on 21st (MP) and a single blrd at Seaton Sluice on 29th
(JKJ/TWL).

Velvet Scoters- ' : :
2 at South Shields on 28th (11Lc) and 1 flew N. off Hauxley on 29th
(H.RSs ) : :

‘Couiion Scoter:-
On 13th at Cresswell ¢20 flew S, and c25 at Chev1ngton Burn on 15th
(DB). 11 at Seaton Sluice on 1lhth (MLC).

Eider-—
Only 3 at Seaton Sluice on 29th (JHD).
Red-breasted lierg ranscers: -

30 off Stag Rocks on 7th and 8th (B.R.S.). &4 flew N. off Hauxley on
29th (H.R.S.). £ 3. e

Goosander: - ) <
at Broomlee on 15th (uI). A nale flew N. off Hauxley on 29th
(H.R.S.).

Shelduck: ~ \
c30 at Fenha Flats on 2nd (DL). 1 at Jarrow Slake on 21st (MLC).

Geese Sp?:-
3 large flocks flew S. off Cresswell on 27th, each within sight of
the other and totalling ¢l1l000 (B. & TH).

Grey Lag Goose:=~
3 at riauxley throughout month (H.R.S.)., On 22nd, 3 at %Wingates Moor,
84 in N. Northuuberland (I1iLC) and 1 at Netherwitton (C. Ward).

/Grey Geese Sp?




Grey Geese bp?i-
On 22nd, 40 at Wingates lioor (PE) and 21 flew N. at IZliington (JHD),
¢50 flew inland from the N.E. over Druridge Bay on 27th (B & TH

Pink-footed Goose:-
120 flow 5. at Seaton Sluice on 28th (MN). 38 flew N. off Cresswell
on 1st (ER). '

HBrent Goosc: - i o
. M p.s ca 2 2% / .
1 secn with a flock of Wigeon on ienham Flats on 1st \TNL/JKJ)L

Canada Goose:- , .
12 at Colt Crag ovn 1l5th (RG/EL/WB .

Whooper Swan:-

Oon 1lst, cl00 flew over Holy Island towards the Slakes in 1% hours
(BH); A small influx noted in Worthumberland on 15th but larger flocks
had assewbled by 22nd when therc were 22 at Wingates lioor, 16 at Bolamn,
27 at Hartburn,; 22 at Netherwitton and 27 at Cresswell. 16 at Grindon on
15th rose to 25 on 26th (RG/EL/WB). '

Sparrow dawks: - ‘
» 1 at ilolywell Fonds on 8th (C@b) and a fewale near Boldon on 15th
(P. Hoggz). '

Percgrine: -
A nale at Hauxley on lst (HiR.S.):
Merlin:- .

On 1st, 1 at Holy Island (% & TH), and 2 flew S. at Banmburgh (B.R.S.).

Kestrel:- . el
Singles at Belford and ioly Island on 2nd (PB). 2 near Sunderland
on 20th until ‘end of month (P. Hogg). Single birds reported at Cresswell,
Benton, Bursdon, Stannington, Killingworth, Ashington, Whitley Bay and
North Snields. ' T :

Water Rail:- [ )
At ramburgh and - Hauxley, 2 .present for most -of ronth (BfR.S./H,R.S.).
1 at Cresswell on 7th and 1hth (NN/Till). ’ '

Coot:-

’ Low nurber of 30 present at Hdolywell ponds until 29th when .95 counted
(CBD/MiI). A flock of over 90 at Hartburn throughout month (JXJ/TWL). Omn
22nd,: 30 at Bolam and 120 at Hartburn (C. Ward). 260+ at Broomlee on 15th
(ra14) . ‘ ” '
Lapwing: -

A flock of 100 at Hewshawm had risen to 500 by end of month (TWL/JKJ).
Over 200 at Cresswell on 7th (MH). 200 at Holywell Ponds on 15th (AB)
rocse to over 400 on 22nd (CED

Ringed Plover:-
6 at St. mary's Island on 21st (n).

Grey Plover:- o
1 at Holy Island on 2nd (DB) and 2 at Hauxley on 28th (H.R.S.).

Golden Plover:-

T coastal areas nuwabers well-below norizal for this time of year.,
Only 300 at Hauxley E.R.S.). A flock of c200 at Newshan decreased to
100 by end of month JKJ/TWL). 30 at Cresswell on 13th (pB). On 21st,
40O in fields at Hartley (144) and a maxinum of 1500 at Whittle Dene (JsB/
IHA).

Turnstone: -

Over 150 at St. mary's Island on 21st (¢iii) and 60 at liauxley on 28th
(H.R.S.)»
Coniion Snipes:- ;

Under 20 at Holywell rFonds during nonth (CEJ). 65 at Whittle Dene
on 21lst (JsS5/IHA). :

Jack Snipes:= ‘ X
5 at Gosforth Fark on 1st {#l). 1 at Hauxley on 28th/29th (H.R.S.).

/Woodcock

3.



Woodcock: - A :

1 at Bauburgh on 7th and 8th (RB.R.S.). On 22nd, 1 at Hauxley and 1-
at Holywell Ponds (CED/iI.R.S.). On 29th, 2 at Hauxley and 1 at Tranwell
(H.R.S. /M),

Long—bllled Dowitcher: -

1 present at Cresswell throughout month. Last report to date was on
6th Decenber. ’

Redshank: -

cl00 present at Hauxley on 22nd (H R.S.) and 60- 70 at St. liary's
Island on 21st (MH). :

Knct:- :
150 on 15th rose to 260 on 21st at St. lary's Island (MH),
Turple Sandpiper:- -

30 near Llyth Lighthouse on Brd and 23rd (Th). 50 at St, lMary's
Island on 21st and 25-30 at Seaton Slulce on 29th (MH/TWL/J&J)

. Dunlin: -

L3

1 at Vhittle Dene on 7th (JSB/THA). 70 at Cresswell on 8th (MH/MIN)
wheh' ‘1 dt Holywell Ponds (CED). A waximum of 350 at St. Mary's Island on
21st (1iH). '

sanderling: - _ ;

50 at Holy Island on 2nd {(DB), 30 at St. liary's Island on 1h4th (MN)
and 40 at Whitburn the next day (MLC) 60 at Hauxley on 28th and 40 at
Cresswell on 29th (H.R.S,/TH).

\rctic Skua: -
A first Winter bird flew S. off Stag Rocks on 7th (B.R.S.).

’rOnarlne Skuas -

2 dark phase adults flew Ii. off Hauxley on 29th (H.R.S.).
Lesser Black-backed Gull:-

1 at South Shields on 11lth and 21st (MLC). 1 at Gosforth Park on
20th (DB).
Glaucous Gull:-

A 1st. VW, bird flew W. along the dunes at llauxley on 29th (H.R.S.).
Black-headed Gull:- v

A continuous northerly movenent took place on 28th off Cresswell (MH)

Guillemot:-
c200 on ifarnes on 7th (mr1) .

" Tawny Jwl:-

1 at Whittle Dene on 7th (JSB/IdA)

Short-cared Owl: =~

On 1st, B at doly Island (B & TH) and 1 at Hauxley (H.R.S.). 4 in
Cresswell/Wittington area on 7th/8th (JHD). Singles at HolyWell Ponds on
15th, Bamburgh on 22nd and Stannington on 29th,

Swift:-
1 at hewburn on 6th later flew S. (BG)

Swallow: - ’
2 at forest liall on A4th (FC).

Hooded Crow: - \
1 flew N. at Cresswell on 28th (Ti).

Magpie: - .
L near Washington on 3rd (P. Hogg), 2 at iiolywell Dene throughout
month (TWL/JKJ).
Wrens - . '
1 on iFarnes on 21st (i) and 1 at Cresswell (in dunes) on 28th (MH).

Dipper: -
1 on river at Shcepwash on 7th (1iH).

" fieldfarc: -

The nunbers of this species and of rRedwing are well below usual for
this time of year., (Sec previous bulletins for this month of the year).

/12 on
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Pieldfare continuecd:- .

12 on .oly Island on 2nd (UB8). Over 100 between Mitford and MHeldon on
8th (PB). A party of 50 caue in at Jauxley on 1lst (E.R.S.). On 15th, at
least 5 flocks in Colt Crag /Hallington area, the largest being!of'60
(RG/WB/EL). About 20 ncar Whitley Bay on 2lst and 9 flew W. over North
Shiclds on 25th (MH). A flock of 2 - 300 at Fontburn on 22nd (JKJ/TWL) .

Redwing: - ‘ ' ‘
175 at Molesdon on 8th (PB). 6 near Five Lane Lnds on 15th (RG/TL/

WB), are the only records on any notel

Blackbird: - ‘ ) i
A large roose near Whitley Bay has formed, estimated c1000 birds.
Only influx at Hauxley was of c20 on 29th (H.R.S.).
Whinchat: -
1 on Sea Houses rocks on 7th (lii).

Blackcap: -
: On 1st, 1 at Hauxley and 2 at Bauburgh (H.R.S./B.R.S.). A male at
Tynemouth, on 5th (MH) and 1 at Gosforth Park on 8th (FC).

Fhylloscopus: -
1 in Upper Holywell Dene on 8th and in Priors Park the next day (AB),

s Willow Warbler:-

1 singing in Priors Park on 1lst (MLC).

Grey Wagtail:- ' : .
1 at samburgh on 7th/8th (B.R.S.).

Great Grey Shrike:- . ‘
1 at Hewsham on 3rd (TWL/JKJ).

Starling: - »
The large roost mentioned last month has moved further N.W. into

Harowood Forest (JEJ/TWL). Many roosting with Rlackbirds in Whitley Bay.

Greenfinch: - )
700 at dauxley on 1lst (H.R.S.). ¢500 roosting in Gosforth Park (rc).
A large influx at Eamburgh on 22nd (B.R.S.).

Goldfinch: -

Up to 15 seen at Bamburgh throughout month (B.R.S.). 5 at Whittle
Denc on 28th (JSB/IHA).
Bullfinch: -

3 at Whittle Dene on 21st {(JSi3/IHA) and 4 at Bolam the next day
(C. Ward). 5 at Stannington and 2 at ‘“ranwell on 29th (MM/MH).

Chaffinch: -
Flock of 40 at Cresswell on 28th (iii).

Drambling: - .
5 at Metherwitton on 22nd {C. Ward).

Yellowhaniers -
L roost of 50+ at Bauburgh on 1hth/15th and 21st/22nd (B.R.S. ).

Snow Dunting:-

20 at fauxley on lst (H.HX.S.). 4 at Cresswell and Bruridge on 1A4th
and 15th (JSB/DB) when 8 flew N. at Bamburgh (B.R.S.). A naxinmua of c¢70
at South Suields from 21st until end of month (MLC). <clO at Howick on
27th (5 « TH).

Tree Sparrow: -
X roost of 100 near Whitley Hay and a flock of over 50 at Cresswell
on 28th (If).

ADDEWDUIL ¢ -
rospoes—

On 8th to 9th of Getober 1 present at iauxley and seen by many rel-
iable locals (H.R.S.).
Yellow-browed Warbler:-

On 6th a second Yellow-browed on :foly Island (SR3/RiiW) and 1 on
Inner Farne {per 13).

/List of
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Re Greye

The neif méetingvof.the Club will be held on Thursday, 1l4th January,
1965 in the Y.lh.C.A. Blackett Street, Newcastle upon Tyne at 7.p.m.

ihérfy'Chfistﬁas and a happy New Year to all lembers.
Copies of the Tyneside Bird Club's 1963 Annual Report are still avail-

able price 3s. 6d. plus 6d. postage. Any ..euwiber requiring a copy should
write to the Treasurer, lir. A. Belshaw, 29 Lovaine ¥rlace, North Shields.
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A depression on the 1lst noved away to the S. and during the 2nd/
3rd strong cold Wi to .W. winds predoninated this area until the 6th
when it was calii. A changeable South Jesterly type of weather (due to
trougias and ridges passing over frorn the W.) persisted until the 15the
Oon the 16th/17th an anticyclone becaue established over the country and as
a result winds were nil until the 20th when the systen moved to the N,We.
This led to cold casterly or natherly strong winds until the 25th. The
influence of a depression was felt on the 26th and the winds reverted to
W, or 5.7, up to the close of the nmonth.

The niost interesting feature of the nonth was the sea passage which
began on the 20th and continued until the 22nd. It was during this tiwme
that Little Auks and an Arctic Skua were seen. "any ducks werc secn fly-—
ing N. and the total of 104 Shelduck counted at St. tiary's Island, matched
entirely with the total scen at sarburgh later in the day. The Bewicks at
Cresswell on the 28th are interesting especially as they are the only ones
reportéd ‘when nany have been seen in the more southerly areas of the
country. A Smew at Ilartburn is the first this ‘inter as is a Lapland
Bunting at auble, and the Sowitcher still remains. & fairly resident
floclk oi ¢20 Slavonian and 2 ed-necked Grebes was present of f Budle Bay
throughout the nonth. ‘s

A cold nonth with westerly winds preoninating. Very little of an
unexpected nature was repertgd. o : . : iy

& i
¢

Classified iList. %

pivers:s—- . ) -
c30 off Stag Rocks on 13th (BG)-

Plack-throated Diver:- ’

T flow S. off Cresswell on 26th (Rl). 3 off Bauburgh on 19th (B.R.S.}
A tot.l of 19 flew N. off 5t. lMary's Island from 20th - 22hd and 8 flew
S. on 30th (JDP). e : :

Great Northern Diver:- -
1 flew . off St. liary's Island on 21st (MH) and 2 on 22nd. 1 flew
S. on 29th and 30th (JDP). ~

Red-throated Diver:-
At least 51 flew N. off St. liary's Island from 20th - 22nd and 29
flew 5. on 30th (JDP). 30 at Cresswell on 26th (MN/RN) . '

Red-necked Grebe:-
2 off Ross Back Sands on 13th (ER/BG) and 2, probably the same birds,
of f Stag on 19th and 28th (B.R.S.). "

Slavonian Grebe:-
At least 20 off Ross on 13th (BG) and 20 off Stag Rocks on 28th
(B.R.S.). :

Little Grebe:-
i at dolywell Ponds on 15th - 16th (1ii). 2 at Bolam Lake on 26th

(W) .

Gannet: - .
7 flew L. off St. lary's Island on 21st (MH).

Shag: -~ -

Many flocks of up to 15 off Ross and Stag on 13th (BG).
Heron:- X 26
Singles at Hauxley on 5th (H.R.S.). Colt Crag on 6th (RH¥) and
vingates on 26th (M),

Mallard:- .

EO) at Colt Crag on 6th (RN). HNumbers built up at Wwhittle Dene from
200 at beginning of month to about 500 on 27th (JSB/IHA). I’locks afloat
at Seaton Sluice totalled 1000 on 19th (1it) . Fairly large flocks rep-
orted. at Gosforth Vark, Tranwell and Holywell Ponds. ’ /Teal
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Teals:-

Over 1380 at Gosforth rYark on . 13th and 75 at Hdolywell Ponds on 22nd
(H). 100 at Seaton Sluice on 19th (lN). A maximwa of 56 at Whittle
Dene on 12th (JSB/TiHA). . :

Gadwall:- .
1 at Gosforth Fark on 30th (MH).

Wigeons-
About LO0OO on Fenhai ﬂlats on .13th when only 30 at Holborn Moss (BG/.
ER). Iaximum of 100 at Holywell Fonds on 15th - 16th (M) and of 80

at Whittle Dene on 27th (IH).

Plntail‘- ' : i ' '
On 13th, 2 at Gosforth Park (MH) and 21 at Holborn Moss of’ which 50%
were adult male (BG/ER). 3 at Cresswell on 238th (PB/SH).

Shoveler: -

A male at Colt Crag on 6th (RN) and & on 13th (RG/WB/EL). 2 at
Tranwell on 20th (PB/Sn)

ucaug !
"3 at Whittle Dene on 19th (Jbb/IHA) and 1 at Tyne Lstuary on 28th
(HN).' 42 flew H. off St. nary's Island on 29th (JDP).

Tufted: Duck:~
Nuubers rose at Whittle Deme to a maximum of 200 on 27th (JSH/IHA)

Pocnard- ' '

120 at Colt Crag on 6th (Ru).’ At Whittle Dene a peak of 146 on 19th-
20th fell to 40+ by cnd of month (JSB et al). 4 at Gosforth Park on the
30th (lH). : :

Goldpnexe-m
A maximm of 7 at Whlttle Denec omn l9th (JSB/IHA) when 2 flew N. off

St. Mary's Island and Seaton Sluice (MN/JLJ) On 6th, 10 at Colt Crag
and 7 at Bolan (JKJ/RN) Many other single birds seen near coast. 13
flew N. off St. liary's Island on 20th and 35 on 21st (JDP)

Long—-tailed Duck:-
66 werc counted from Stag Rocks on 19th (B.R.S. ) and these numbers
were present throughout month frow here and Ross Back Sands.

Velvo Scoter: -
Maximua of 3 off Ross and >tap on 21st (H R.S. ) when 1 flew N. off
St. Mary's Island (MH).

Coruion Scoter:- _ K :
" Many large flocks of up to 500 off Stag Rocks and Ross Links on 13th
(2G) and on 19th 1078 were counted (B.R.S.). U4O at Cresswell on 16th (RN).

Red-breasted lierganser:- :
aximum of 40 off Stag on 28th (B.k. b.). 6 at Cresswell on 26th (MI)-.
Smaller nunbers séen elsewhere off coast. ,

Goosander:

12 at Colt Crag on 6th when 1 at Whittle Dene (RN) but by i2th there
were U nore and 14 on 29th (RG/EL/WB). 1 flew N. off Scaton Sluice on
19th (JuJ).

Suiews: = '
A feumale at Hartburn on 20th (B & TH).

Shelduck: - :

A total of 25 flew N, off Hauxley on 5th-6th (H.R.S.) and another
woverient totalling 104 flew past sanburgh and 5St, Mary's Island on 20th
(B.R.S.)« By 28th, c200 in Budle Bay.

Grey Lag Goose:- ’
13 near Holborn lioss on 13th (BG/LP).

Pink~-footed Goose:-
1 at Cresswell on 12th (nN/CU) and 15th (B & TH).

brent Goose:- o

At least 250 on Fenham Flats on 13th but a flock of clO0 flying N.E.
over ioly Island on same day suggests a possible maximua of c650 (BG/EK).
A total of 27 flew N, off St. [ary's Island on 20th - 21st (JDP).

!

; /Mute Swan
2. :



Arctic Skua:-
1 flew W. off St. liary's Island on 21st (JDP).

Black-headed Gull:-

A bird in Swmer plunage at Banburgh on 20th and another at Wallsend
on 26tn (B.R.S/FC).
Kittiwake: - iy
A A northerly mnovenent off 5t. liary's Island on 21st when cl1800 per
hour at mid-day, slackening to 1200 per hour by afternoon (JDP).

Little Auk:- i i
13 flew M. off St. lary's on 2lst during 12 hours (MH) 'and 2 on 22nd
(JpP). 1 found dead at faburgh on 30th (B.R.S. ).

Wood.Pigeon:—- . . . . ‘ =
c5000 flew . over Stannington and landed infields on 20th (PB).

Collared lLove:- ‘

Over 15 in i{olywell Dene from 15th until end of vionth by which time
2 were at northumberland vYark (HH). 32 feeding in stubble at Cleadon
11ills on 28th (liLC). .

Tawny Owl:- ‘
T in Worthumberland Park on 27th (MH).

Long-ecared Owl:F
A Toost of 8 at Usworth (MLC). liaximum of 4 at Gosforth rark on
27th.

Shortweaééd.Owl:-
5 at Cresswell throughout month. 1 at dolywell Fonds on 15th -
16th (1H). The baanburgh bird still present (B.R.S. )

Sky Lark:- . . E

Over 200 at Swallow FPonds on 12th (tif). On 28th, 2 flocks totalling
300 flew W. over dartley (iN) and 60 at Linton (rB).
dooded Crows- ' '

1 at <illingworth on 20th (PB/Sii).
Rook:- R e : B g 4
700 bathing and drinking at Jhittle Dene on ‘evening of 13th, when
they had finished small parties flew W. up the Tyne Valley (FC);‘

Jackdaw: - _

200 as above {PC )5
Magpie:-

2 at Cresswell on 26th (Ri).
Jay:~-

7 in Gosforth Fark on 30th (MH).

Long-tailed Tit:~ _ : _
Tiaxiium of 18 in Gosforth Park on 5th (rRN). 3 at Whittle Dene on
28th (JEO). :

Wrens: -
Wumerous at Gosforth Park throughout wonth (1MN). 1 at Northumber--
land Park was first since liarch (119) . 3 at Whittle Dene on 28th (JEO).

Mistle Thrush:- ;
Ovor & in Worthumberland rark frow 27th onwards (MH).

fieldfare: - _ o

at Holywell Fonds on 16th (MH). An influx at Bawmburgh on 26th -
28th was a cold weather movement (B.R.S.) and 30 caue in at St. lary's
Island on the latter date (1i¥) when 30 seen at hittle Dene (JZ0).

Song Thrush:-

Ovor 60 in Morthumberland Park on 27th, wmmost of which had gone by
next day (iifl) when 3 were in dunes at Cresswell (PB). A flock of 30 W. of
Newbrough on 22nd (RG/WiH/LL).

Redwing: - o ' :
& steady southerly movernient tharcughout the day at Cresswell on 26th
(ki). Tae next day saw LOO roosting in Northwaberland iark and they
reuwained there until end of month (Md). 30 caume ashore at St. lary's
Island on 28th (MN) when 100 at Cresswell (sii/FB) .

d /Goldcrest



Mute Swans:- 4 :
7 at Seaton Jurn on 6th and on 13th totals of 150 at Budle Bay and
Fehhan Flats (BG).

Whooper Swans-— :

Over 200 on ienhamt iflats on 13th (EG/ER) when 8 at Hartburn and 15
at Wingates (JKJ): A waxinum of 33 on Bolanm Lake on 26th (tiN)L Herds no
larger than 4 reported from Holywell ¥Fonds, Gosforth Park, Swallow Ponds
and Cresswell, '

Bewick's Swan:- .
5 at Cresswell on 28th (PB/Sii).

Sparrow Hawk: - : _
1 at Gosforth ¥ark on 13th (liH) and a female at Sunderland on 21st
(PH) . - Co :

Peregrine: -
‘A feriale at Hauxley on 5th - 6th (H.R.S.).

Merlin:-
1 at Warkworth on 15th (B & Ti).

Water Rail:-

3 at Gosforth Park on 27th (MN) and 5 at Banburgh on 28th onwards
(B.R.S.).
Coot:=- : : ' s
On 26th, a naxiuum of 115 at Hartburn and 54 at Bolam (MN). 60 at
Seaton Burn on 6th (BG). 6 at Whittle Dene frow 19th were first since
April (JsB/IiA). : ~ ‘ :

» S

Lapwing: - IR} 4 : FAa D MY

650 at Swallow Ponds on 12th (MH) and 300 at Throckley Fell next day
(rc).  On 27th there was a flock of 200 at killingworth and a westerly
movement of about 450 over Whittle Dene the following day (JEO). 103 on
rock at St. Lary's Island on 26th (D). :

Golden Plover:- R ‘

c300 at Hauxley during first week (H.R.S.). cli00 at Whittle Dene on
12th (JSB/IHA) and a similar number at Fenhaw Flats the next day (BG).
About 200 at St. lary's Island on 15th (PB) and 2000 at Jarrow Slake on
24th (MLC). cl00 at Beadnell on 28th (B & TH). -

Turnstone:-
100 at St. mary's Island on 15th (MH).
Coaaon Snipe: -
A naximum of 100 at Gosforth Park on 6th (BG).

Jack Snipe:- -
Hdaximurn of 4 at Gosforth Park on 27th (MN). Single birds Hauxley,
Swallow FPonds, Holywell Ponds and Usworth.

Woodcock: - -
On 28th, 1 at liewsham and 2 at Cresswell (IKI/SH) .

Curlcecw: -
Small numbers reported along coastline.

>

Long-billed Dowitcher:- _
$till present at Cresswell on 28th.

Bar-tailed Godwit:-) .

ﬁaft?fll‘d WL v ; Flocks totalling wmany thousands on Fenham IFlats on
allo T ! 13th (BG).

Dunlin: - ) :

Knot:- -

c300 present at Seaton Sluice area throughout month. 200 at Jarrow
Slake on 24th (MLC). A naxinunm of ¢750 at 5t. liary's Island on 31st
(JopP).

Purple Sandpiper:-
0 at Seaton Sluice on 27th (JKJ).

Sanderling: -
Over 60 at St. ilary's Island on 15th (MH).

/Arctic Skua
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Goldcrest: -
On 28th, 2 at Cresswell and 6 at Whittle Dene (S1i/JEO).

ried Jagtail:-
' A flock of 7 at Cresswell on 26th (RIT).
Starling: -

During receunt snow a bird with an abnornal bill c5" long and de-
curved visited gardens in ifigh ideaton. It appeared to be in a very
distressed condition (#C).

Greenfinch: -

% flock of 800 in Holywell Dene on 22nd (HH).
Goldfinch: -

18 at dirkley 1{ill on 20th (PB/SH). 6 near Ponteland on 25th (IR).
gmaller numbers reported elsewhere.

Bullfinch:-

55 between XKirkley and Stannington on 20th (PB/SkH). 8 at /hittle
Dene on 28th (JEO). Smaller numbers also seen at Dyke Neuk, Hartburn,
Netherwitton, Rothley and Durham City.

Crossbill: -
7 on Simonside on 28th (IH).

Brambling: -
2 males necar Washington on 3rd (PH).

Yellowhauer: -
Over 200 near Ponteland on 25th (iR)i

Corn Bunting: -
I at Swallow btonds on 12th (). The cold weather from the 26th on-
wards caused the rcost at Damburgh to rise frow 40 to over 80 (B.R.S.).

Reed puntings:-
A male at Whittle Dene on 19th was in full breeding plunage (JSB).

Lapland Bunting:-
1 on N. side of Amble on 28th (B & TH).

Snow Punting: -

flocks of 20 at Ross Links on 13th (BG/ER) and at Bamburgh on 28th
(B.R.S.). A maximun of 36 at South Shields on 19th and of 180 at Whitburr
pEys ‘,/

on 30th (MLC). Single birds at Flessey on 20th and Cresswell on 28th (I
SIi) .

List of Contributors

I. 2. Armstrong. k. Galloway. T. Lobley.
Famburgh Ringing Station. R. Grev. S. Moffitt.

J. S. Booth. B & T. rallan. M. Nattrass.
W. Drady. I. idarrison. R. Noruan.

Pe Lrown. Hauxley Ringing Station. J. E. Orton.
M. L. Chalmers. M. Hodgsone. J. D. Parrack.
F. Colilievy. Y. Hogg. . Robson.

C. ¥. Douglas. J. i{. Jeffreye. C. Ward.

The next Club liceting will be held at the V.i:.C...., Plackett Street,
Newcastle upon Tyne on Thursday, 1lth February, 1965 at 7.p.n,. when
Mr. C. . Douglas will give a talk on the Diritish Trust for Ornithologye.
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