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A (;:tonth of several vel~y .cold s 1)e l ls a c·c o •. lpnnied by strong onshore 
win~, s . J.n c ~>nscquence, oi l s lic!::.s '"e r e d riven quite· cl.08'e t ·o -t he shore·· 
and .:d:·_·ectetl l a r ge nu.1be r s o:f Auks and nlso .t f'tl'f ive rs. ·A c ount along · 
t !le ,_.,h ole leng t:1 o1' t11e . ortim . .Jberln..nci nn<i ~ o rth . 'urlla: 1 coas:t lines 

' r evea.led t 1-..at at l east 150v b irds h.atl been washed a shor e .•. . _11. ·Verba l report 
c~<~l.Me~ . ti.1at l O_l!_O __ birds per..:..._:.lax · were being· picked up. in t he· .. ud. l e Bay area 
d uring a s llor t p e riocl in ui<l 11ont h . but no :.:'igures nr<:3 a v ailable . Dis
tres sed rli vers also sour;; L t t :w shel t o r oi~ :fr e sh water nn<l one ~ppen.recl as 
f a r inlnnd. as h i t t.le ~Jene, rer · •. duing t lle r e for .1 t l 'east a for tnigh··t. ·.· . . . 

r:u~k l·tu:-·t~)ers tv ·> rH . • gail1 hit~h n.~Hi t h.i :.: ,.;inte r 1ppears .. to h a v e been 
pnrticul:1rly go oLl :for '~ olcl.eneye, '.J caap , HLid c:-o osan•ter~ Anot;h.er- r:::r.ae,, was 
fonncl:, t n i s t :L.J,e in nor t 11. l·ort;uhJ'i.H~ r.l :~i-hi , ·u1<1 up to 6 ~··e ,vic l ~' s Swans rera-
a irie<.t i n t Jiu J:...shi.nzton nrn:1. . , 

V 

The J l n est u<?.ry ;>..g , d ll pr~J(iu<;:ud a 'dnt ·.~ r l;·reeus h:-~itk for. t.-:.e··_tJ:d.r~i _year 
r '' l"l.l;'d .n i;· · a ,J.d the .. ,. (~ceuber . l _tck ! .e· 1 stqrt wc;.s ap;"ai ·n snen it. t hen. ton ~luice 
" J r e u jJ i ttle •.rull a ;;penre .t i n ui~t tont l1. 

. . 
': 'h0 ·,;_lit;;uru :Jho-re .. n.rl::s wur~~ t .u~ re t :.r o·~ghout t he Llon t :1, oft en 

s cclcini.: t.Le c :) .p·n~ativ'~ wa n1th ox~ ;.:. local ·}Ji t h r!np aiL!i p r ovid i ng many 
oibse.r.v~rs wi·tt~ . v~~Y g<;)I)·J viwi>~s • 

• • 0 f • ,, 

··
1:lie proposotl ·b oat trips to t ;w u r ncs arua n e v e r ...ta ter.~ ' tlisod 

b e·c a usc o :r t ~10 at.lv e rs <J W<~..tth\.~r , ann it seerJS th."~- t, n!~tcr l <1.st yea r's <.lis
ai)pointL .ont ~ N e are <.loor.wd tu :fa il i n t nis p :trticula r v enture. 

· · ... ~o d~t te., . 'ebru·ary ilas proLine e .! : l l .tr tj8 c c.u.nt 0i'· ·-oo s ander a t hfhi ttle 
lJeno , awl ;-~ '.e tl i t e rranc:ln lrnl.L 1>c.wl a .. i ttern at ·-os :forth .. ~artc . 

Don • t forget t he . dnncr on .''c1) r uary · 2u t !l ! 

Di_"\Ct:L_lS...E .J :-
. : . . ; ~ ~ . 

1<' <, . off r; r esswell on 1 st , 4 
.L(.., -Y . :t. sla~.d on 'Hh ~ ~ ./E~'(,. ut 

"- • auxlcy on 2n•l 'Htc ·1. party o f :9.P .. off_ 
a l ; . 

3 l .\ C1c-th r o;1 t od ·l:ve r: -----------.1 S . ox'~ i ... n.i.stead o.1 1 0th • '~ j .. oly :t:s l and t)n 25th ( 
< ... : • ' 
\. ...... } . . 

llr 0t1. t ; or tlle rn ,iiver: -
ts idcnti l'i e~J -i'ltth.•_;-l.<::.rge floct~ off .o l y .i.: sl ~!.wl o n L~t :1. ( :S;{L e t D.l) a nd 1 
a t u....1burgh on Jlst ( .. U:i) . 

Hod-th r o ate<l lJ:ivcr:-
41 ~ · -of_:-!lus·t-G..:..c!' uu.i:-L~0· a ~ . .. g~le ClL.lJ til { ~··t:..i, and the sn. •. 1c wovcrH~nt 
noted to a l cs ser · e xtent a t' aul,J~rg~1. ( :~: ~' ) • 1:-Tp t ·o 4 noted at &e v e r a l 
other typ ic a l ~laces b ut th~ ~~ilo1dng were note~ o~ f r esh wat~r - 1 a t 
Cr c sswcll ; oild oil 1 ;/tli aut! 2 a:."ter 24til ( oiletlf , 1 n. t -!h it tle Den -3 a fte r 
24t ~l ~ lightly o ile.l o n wing ), 1 1wn.r auxl ey on 1'/th and 1 near A1.1ble on 
2 6 t !l \'::.'.-/ ·~, .u/.-~ J et al J . 

'.I Gr en.t Crestc .l .. .-r obe: -
Sinf;l e s o :.:':f .r __ o.Ly :tsla ntl on · 11 t !1 a n d. :3 <; ,~:ton >l u i cc on Jlst ( J':Hl ) • 

J, e<.l-ntJ c l\:ed ~re be : -: 
1 off .)callouses. on lst 
Cr ess\vell : ond on l J t h 

\J" (C HJ,c C), 2 oi~!' 'oly ~':: sl anr'l. on 4th ( ·~:,1~) , 1 
\T.~J and 1 oi:'r.~ · anourgl1 on J lst ~ n;.;) ~ 

/S l a v oni a n ·=-r ebe 

1. . . 
'·· . -. 

on . : 



. ' 
. ( ·. 

I ' . S l a voni a n ~rpbe:-

On lst, 5 o r'f .: t oss u nd 4 
4th and 2 on ll th ( J ;;~ L . J . 

of:t Seahouse~ ( j .:: J.{L c C ) • l off' :.:oly := slanq_ on. 
2 of'f ar.wurgh on ·31st ( :3~~~ -J . 

:ae r on:·- :. 
Pa-rti0s o:f lll~ - to ·' 3 not lHl frou 
~.escrvoir on 2nd \Rl~ et a l ) • 

~ \ . . . : . . . . . 
. . . 

10 nt -l;Je r,ve.n;t . . 

i.tc.l ll:tr <i :- ·; · · 
Nur~~r-qus . F ~ 0 qr, cl s : o f .,£iocks of up to 200 • . · Larger g a t herings ,~ere a s· · :. 
foll~'vs: 272 :.1. t ~~nl liu0t - H on lst ~ Lt} . .j ; ~ (! _), 6 0 0 of'f' .,t.• ~:. n.ry ·!s ·on ):r-d ) 
( -· < ~ 1~B ), .JOI.J a t .. osf'orth _on 4th - ~}3·,-.:- ), ?00 bi'f· ~) e aburn _ on 5 t h {PU), 450 
a t ' ·.lhi~tln :· 1 e1~~ - on Jr<l : \ '·.i .•;) . 1500+ n.:t udle ::- a y tHi 4th, --JOO' . !i t :::>e rwent 
He s e rvoir on J8t.h, ~ J .. ~{i _,c ; ) , 284 a t Co l t . Crag on 24th { LG1 ~ j ··and ' 200 o ff' . 
Cr es swoll o n Jlst ' (~- -.. : ) • · 

't'e a l: '' 
A decrease . siric ·e·~·_:J<i c G1 ib<~ r 
th~ l a r ges t gnt'hefiri~. --: 

I ' ., • • 

G-adwa ll:----·---·· 
A p 1.1ir -· a t '·'ras..tling~ o.n . on 24th 

.· : ..... 

,, 

. . 
·-

.. 
.. : 

··ii~~:- ; .. ·.. - · · . .. 
2 - JUOl) i n ~3 twle · ny .t r ca throug h out l:tonth . (.~~{L/ ~1.::/i-J · l.S ) . 140 a t . j).envent 
.tesorvo ir o n 2nu \ 1t1' J ., an<! p a rties of up to 60 noted :frow ·1 0 · Ot her a r eas '-, 
u <:l.inly inla n d . 

:--inta il:-__ .. __ 
l i ~~ - ·.<U'.: l e. ay on 17th \ :·.;,,{:) J, l ut 
Cresswe ll on 2Jru ( '?:'.i: J . 
Shovel e r:
Onlylre cor· t 

·'· ~ .. · .. . . . : ~· 8' : . . ~ .. 

a d r tl::e a t . ~ ·)lywe:.. l on 4 t ll ( C : '/D(~ ) . .. . 
. .. 

• \. ~ ) .• . • ! : .. . .. 
S c n up :- . · · 
CoutinuGs to be unusu A. l ly pron i:hcnt .• _ · , .ax . cou nts wer,; · ::! S :follG';ITis· : - -1. 
a t r~ t;i.tt lG tone 1st - Jr:.t {LG, . et n l ; , 14 n t Cr esswtJll_: :~or{d. ·o.n J,s·t . .. :. , . 
dec r enso · i t •) J by 2Jrd ( .:; ... 1 . e t n.l j , 7 t t <o ly J:: s l;. c-~n:l o n 4th ('cv (h ril ) , - f · 
i n ·wile .a y on l oth ( _•.: ~> ). 1 n:.:~:.' .Jeat o n · s lui ce on l;.Oth .. ~ ~~A/LQL ) ,, l .of_:fl' 
S t • • . n ry's o.n 24th ·--~ Gl.J ) • . J ~l~ar auxley c11i J Ota ( r.t':.~ ),· 2 .<~ t. -~ 91Y'·'-':·cll (CE--J.) 
e.n 'l 'i '-at ~ : oltks .. ~ ous·u' ( :J. t~3') on Jlst.. ·· · ·--~- ·, .. · ~ -, 
Tuft e d - ~~_.~k :- • · . . : ~->-.: .. · ~ . '. '· ·_ ·_: -_;. .. · ( . . ! ·-

),.g_a in -Jhi t ,tlc . ; en~ ;l<lC:~ t, lw l~~gn.st ··g <..+ thc ring 1Yi t h J 89. ·t:1·e ~e ' on . lOth .but a· 
sh.a rp decr~a.se . to o~.1.Ly 20 _bi. 2_5t;l _ _(:1: :A.j' . r ~ lse'\Jhe:r;·v , :).. -'trge r flocks ,\Tore ~~ . 
72 a t ·o l ylvell on 12th \_ .-) , c , w..j ), 1 20 u t Go s:f •)rth o1). 1 8th _,( s :.~ j , and 50 a-t .'. 
:-i a rtburn ,)n 25t h ( _j ~ .~ j . ··Jnusuql ~ocG.ui.-rences were 9 o n the sea . Qf'f .. :. 
Sea ton S luice •)fi ll th , :;), ; ) an,·l . 10 i n . ~udl.e ~~ay o n l8t'h .::·~i'L ) •. . _. "· 

' • • : o1'•' '·' ' 

. . t . 

~ . . ~ ,../ . . .. --Hax . counts f r o1.1 r.l (.)_r e t ypic<'l l · p1n~~s .. ' ,vcre ; 62 a t ·. •e rwent · :es e rvc>i r '2n<l 
a nd 1 8 t h (J- ('f. J.{i i c C/rti i j , 5-5 - il t -i h.l. tt-l'e . -enc o n Jrd _ ( ,) ;:!; ). ancl 10 at . ; o lywell , 
( l .iJ•f ) on 25th. ·,; p t l> 40 . not ~c,i · frm.t W'lny other \ir:t t c rs inclurling J on 
Jenha r,I F l. -tts on llth 'a nrl. l in ~uule . 1ay o n l 8th·· (EitL ) -· 

/ ·:ro l de ne ye 



• 'I - · 

-~olt.1eneve ·: ~ ' · ···. · 
;;,~~en i n sr;m ll g r oups o:f'· up· to 3 on a lr.10st e v e ry Wi ~ ter .. ·t1.rg9r 9 0:ufl'ts 

I· . , ) ·were ; 20 ·:1 t L'e r went _,cservoir on 2nd. \it!·) , . 15 <..~. t 'Jiittl~ ·Dehc. OlJ. Jrd · , sE 
1 4 a t ..:: r o ss1voll .-owl on 17tl~ ( 1~! -), 24 fn ) .u u lo ay on l UiJll (L /~J a.~1d. 11 ..... 
at .·. o l a-1 on 25th \3.1.1: .;.-,) . ·.--:: 

Long- '-11idlA<l ;u;ck:-' · .;;o...---.w......, _ _,.,_,,"'_~--.......... 
12 ut· .:Jai;tburgh on ltstil \vas t iw max. i'r·)tJ. t!l. C~.'t ~1rea 
Jlst, 2 ll . an<t 6 • oi~f ~ ~~atoi;t .lu;i.c e {..:-,}/l!:Ri:i) ~ -

l - ·• I 

Velve t ~coter:- .. : . ~ ... 
1 on · ·Coquo.t . n~nr !ark1vortr~ · frm1 1st - 4th (.: 
I sland'' ori:' l'it ll (_;;ll..) , l~ of:f .:._n nstoad on 1,.'/th -

~ Tl-i .3 t :t l) ·.- • . 2 -off '·: oly 
~l{ ~ ~ ;uld 2 of't~ "3 attibu;r:_gl_l o n 

25th . (~:___,) . ... 
C Ofih.H)n ~t ~_£: 7. ~ ., • ' 

c200 in - J.:uabur:gh a r ea on 1 8th 

Goosan dor :-

: '·· .. : .. . 
. ;: ~ . 

Only a f o\-., noted elsewhere . -- · 

-~ d i stinct increas~} since l as t uonth . ax . ;.counts ,..,,~ re 58 a t --:al lington 
o n 1 st , 25 a t . .~ crwent l.oserv n ir -. on· 2wf; 37 ·at -~roenlee o n 17th, a nd on . 
24th, 23 n t Colt Cr a g , .L6' a t s1~octhopo , and 30_ n t - ·lhit tlo Don e (LG1 !/EJ:Ui/RN 
et n.l ). t:n ~~7th, 1 ·'lt w ly,..,e ll ( ~:· ) 1'li th 1 at u-o sfo rth \SL) an,l 2 a.t . . 3 othal .. 
,. "xt d ay (Bdn ). 1.n 25t:;_ , 2 at 0resswoll i; tm<'i- (-;u et al ) . · > ' -· ·· 

.~ed-brcn,s·'tq 't i.~ergans,3r:
JO-iJ.l -~.:o ly _sl·.tnd - '_ ·a •.• i..iUrg-h 

~Jutew: -

·.' ·: 

'J~l 1st (J -~ rtJ .cC) . 

1.''e1,1a l c C~. t ·!llittl c -;erw througHout .. onth (IH.t et a l) 
c:- • 1 , 1 J t ' I - 1! I ... J . uWl.nl0e ~/~l>:e S o n ~l ~ .w ... n .. L,_t,_,._ • 

S hc l d u ck :-

nnd d . ;.Kl.le u t . 

· ' 
~ . :· . . . 

1 : ~ 

.Ju d l e ;Jay s:1owe c.t a 1:1ax. o:f 500-r, .' on 4ti l () · .1 an:l Jcuha.u l ats 100--~:_ . on - s c.-me 
dn.y (:;r;_'-{,1 ) • Un.~~U-tl sightings were 4 c.l t .. -lrtburn o n _, 1s:t {:r>ti .) ' I 1. a t . - -
Gos furth •>n ·4 t i i ( 1-lG ' a_n.(l 2 - 4 "'.. t .!a s~li~g-;tol)- b.otween l~th. '- "JOtn (BU/RN). . . 

:-r~=-.ag Gods e: ._ ;:·· 
On 31st , 1 at Gach of 'b.s!.lin;;;t n n a :1.ci n u .; J.. o ··3ay (HH/ .J i.') ,- . 
o n 3rd wore __ probn.bly of this species (SE). 

. t. l 
I • , , 

8 !.Q'-,:/er ·!--!a r ·v.burn 

F ink-foote(l Goose :- .. . . --~~ ~~ ·). __ · -- - :: · 
A very t u .. w lJ_i_rJ. :foce1inb :wi.;t;h fai:-n ·· geese nt Cr csslY"ell fr01a lO t h un:t;.-:iil;:_.cnd- · 
o f Llonth ( gJ tL e:t al ~ . -- on 25th,' 25 N. over South Slli e lds (RS.)' '<inct_). _in ' ' ' ' · 
... >1J.d l c ._,ny o n Jlst ( D1tS). · · 

r) ... ent •i-oose: -
4oo o n ;t"cnhm~.1 .•'l a t .s · 011 L~th awl -25 th 
authority oi1 7 ~h/8tll (KUf/~i: .. ) -.- 'I'he 
on 17th ( DG/~ & i ~). 1 fl ew ~ . off 

. : .. ( 

L~t · a t l east 1000 r eportc J _by a ~?~al 
adult a t :.i t. . :-try.' s. wa s ·Ias"t r o.po.'!r-t ed 
Hhi t ;)u:ru -o n 3o-th ' (BU) •. - · ' · ,' 

t.. • . 

\iflH~er S l-'l::l:f!:- _ . . 
i .ax. counts wer8 _;259 n.t ' 1i·cuh an ·-.>'i~ts o n :4th (~.:.':.1 .-./LGJ • ), 39 ne n.r JJ; l l i ngton 
on 4 t h (S..c.; J, 30 :1.t CresS\V'G;il <H:t · )t·h · ·<T~: ) , 32 a t -lOlY've ll OH 25th (C~l.!/liN) 
1 7 a t _•o thal on, 25-th .- (Bitn) a n<i 1 6 a t ~.Jint un o n 3 1 st ~S.!.~ ) . Partio s' 'o f up· 
t o 12 n o ted frow a bout 6 ot~er wa ters. 

' ) · ... -· 
Ll C\ITick Swan:-
b.J.t Jothal o n l'/~h - :25t ll an·J still 4 on 31st 
on 21st {Bdnj. 

f Lli·~n/'~E ) \ ~ : .. 5 -~~ ·Ellington _ _ ! __ 

3 uzz a rd:-
l n e<..t.r 1-· orthw_lberl oml/Curnborlall<l b o r cl<.>r ou 24th Decemb~~ '(B1 n) . _, 

' \-Ja ter :{ail:- . •, ' 
At l east 6 o n t he ice.,.. free·· ·str<~ans'·. in Gos f o rth J ar!c on 4th (3G) . 
Coot :-
~ a t Seaton :Surn on 2n'l (LG,_jJ::_._l.L/C1rl ) and c lOO.:.-~i t . (:d ,y-.iol l uost o f month 
(D (:G uE et a l). H.0 c o r u.eu o n salt ,..,_ate·r -1 t ~io ly IslaJ1'U \ 1) o n 4th and ll th, ) ... 

·.\. / :Ju d l e _:__.a y 
.. .. ~ : 

·. · 



.. .. ' -.· . .. .. .... . 

, ' ·. r, •• • • , 

Budlc .3ay .(20) '; oll! · .-18th,- "'and ··',u:~i>:l:~ ~;:~rbour ( J} also··· o n :J.8t'l1: (~~i .). . t ' 1. , 11 . · • . • t . ~ • • . • ' \ 4 • ' ••• •. ' • • 
• • - ,. . ( ~ Oyst e rca t 'che+ :- ... . . ·. '· ' · ·' ' · · · lOO ne·r-:lr . 1ouL.1er ,.on lOth :s ,, ) 1v<"ts lar·g-cst flo.ck . ~eporte...;. .: ·· · . · .·,; 

' . 
I , t : 

· . .. 

'.' 
~~wing:- .. , . 
A s.~gges.~ion: of <-:tu inf.:iux on . ·2'4tll/~5th 
and ·-tla lbottle ' Ei.~ ) t 500 at , .rashilii~ton 
near Ashington ( GU). 

W·~·t {l · ,PlU,O.O ,.tt each_ 0~ :.!hittle Dene 
( .i3U ) .. , 400 a t - -'?tYwoll · .. (C~)_).)-'_iill~ ~~·~ ' ' 

. I . . . . 
..: ··. ·. ~;· .:: .: . . I, Grey != lover:- .-·. · · . ~··: . .. , .-: _ ; _.:. · ··· ~ .. , .· ; ~) :. Sruall .. l PZ-lt'~'io~ -of .. u}J ·· t o 4 · nqte(l f r 01..1 · At.tblo, Ha.uxlcy, Crcss\vel l ·-a nd . +h_i tburn · during .uonth. ':' 'he Hh i tbur~ bircLs .r•Joste t .with · ~;unlin and Shoro ·),a.rks · aii·: ) ~. r • J.. • • ' • • t ' : ' ' I ;' • ' • "',. - \ ' • • : .,.- • •. • a \va r c.t, pit h<~ap 1 t, ... {A) • .. · · ·,:· .. · -· .. . . { ,. 

Gold en ,;,-,lo·v cr' :·-
Largost7t:;uJli~ ~ lvnre 1000 l'l t · ;l ili t tle ~Jen0 
, -_auxley .on _2rpl . .utd ~JO C!!:t ..... Gly · ~ sl a!wi ou 

. . ... ·~ • .. 't-! ·~:- ; ( .. 
,·)n 25tll, .. (J -'..C . !UicC/:tH!~)j, . ,soo ·· :~:t ·. :: .,, 41! ·' ·• _,.•' ">' . ·· . ; , . .:: I \ o I ' 

' '.·) Jac!c Snij)e : - : . ·· 
1 at : .'~slling-t i)l1. ;, · on~ .. o'n _jl.s ,~ (115). 

,_ . ·j .. 
'~'urnst<>ne: ------- • i 

a ry's on; -21st' wa s 
·' . 

1ifo,)<lc ock: - . . . . 
A few· a t c o:.1st during cold wt:'l, l thcr 
(T:._ jlll ;), 2 n.t · rhitlmrn ~n 7tll ~ j)1J) 

! 1 ', • 
1 

• • ' ~ r 

Bar- t a iled ~.:ro<l\ii t:-
24 i:·i . o ff .-~aux ley o n 2nd \ ~IH~ ) a n.U.. 

. . h . \1.:.~~ ' ~~ ' .. ·: . ... . : ' .· :,. . 
, • I , o o j ! , . 

• • i 

·• . .. ~ ... .. ·. ·. 

w1:th 1 - 2 a t Cress,ve ll t'ro!l 7th - . lJt.~..~. .. . : 
an~ - ,1,. .i t "Ja ;.1burgh ···on Jls.t ( ~~s·~··. · · : .. L: ;>,. 

Ur een Sant.l1~i__por .: ":' ... , . · · · 
At l cdst 2 · -~t '.lhittle . H.Ule. a ll L.Honi:5Il. · (IEA/J: &. ..; .t 

rte tlSll~llk:...:. : ... · ,·· · ... , i · 

Up to 60 at • rashing ton cltl.rirlg r-IOl_:..th . 
near :1.aux;.tey on Jls1; ( :..::_.~.i.u j. : ·. 

• • l , · : :,: - \ •• '• 

( HU/!f t: ) 

Gr c·e nsha nk:
Again a winter recor r:. f r•Ju .:i .. lnnouth lv~lcn 1 
/C1v) - se '~ a J..so Janun.ry 196.9. J . . .. 

' . -· ' 
... :_ : • ' ·• . . ..... . ' 

and clOO in fl uoUcd :fi.eid:·s 

l,, ·' • : 

\vas seen there, o~·· 2ria; .{~~r~/~~ii'~\:: .. '< 
. . ,' .. ' : ·· ~ 

, . 
~· .. i. l '. .: .; . ' . . ~ - . " •) . . ~: - • 11 • : . . . , ; •. , • • • ~ · .. ,.. • . ' , , : : · ; ·:; 

i'·iax. counts f ro .. 1 f a v ourit e spots ive r c . 250 a t . ., __ . · ar~~burgh on 4th ', (E:tif}, . 120 . i :· · 

'; 

at :,;ea:lou :..; os a ls o o n 4tn (SJ; ) a nd 6ou a t :3~ . 1 to·rl ~H1iice ~-Qn, Jl~t (Lili-1/B·G· ~,-:· ·· ~·: ::· c t a l ) ~- . 1 • • _, •. , . 1 • : '· · • · ' · . \ · ·.· ! . ;-:-.: <:.; ,;:: I 

P uq"?_l c ~·.:'),~n( 1: i-J..ij:;_e:J?-:- ~ ' ._ .... , ,~ . : ·.. . 
Hax. counts received .. U(JT ·.; 1•.J4. ' a t 
and 40 - 50 ·a t ;j e ...tton- Sluice ;un 
otrJ.c r points.: : 

• _: I , 
< 

A ~ J 
; j ! -; . . . t . . • ~- .i 

. !'~i-lburgh .ami 32 a. t ~:HH'l.bn~s:c s on H~l( J_:l....:J~B~~.) :._:. ... ~ . 
Jlst· \ ~.iG .et a l .1.. : rp to 1,5 nvtcc;t .frora ;4;.· :: · .. 

. . .: : . .. : ·. ' . . . l . .. . t ' . . : -~ ' : · . . ·t:' ;_ ~-
!,. • ~· '· ;_ :.: • ' • ...: e: .~ , . • ; .:~ -~ \ :·. -~ · - ~ _:.~· .:! 1 . r ·' :Ounlin :•- · .. . : ,. ~ ·· 

1 • • , . • ,_. •• • . • • • ,: • • i 

: ' . ' ~ . l r: . . . . 

In 1.10 '.\ ~r.~~·~; .n~_'ltie:r'.s .f.tl l · · ,~·~_Ol,lg_ . . c!,o;t{t. . Lri'l:·.go;r. :.i ... ~:t.he:r~n{~S 'uoj?n · ~·p.t :I"ehhai.i ' ;;•,; r;. : ,.i'l ;~ts ( c650 o_n 4tll) ,- .:Jou_l .. ,er".'\ c2.10 _on ~OthJ, A.1bl~"! · (c-200 on 2rtcl ) ,' a.n·r~~ : .· . ... ~-:· :>_. , ne ·.~ r ~.tauxicy (dOO or1 l 'ltll:J . Cn 7th, JO r \jus:t . ..Lng on a lvO,J:'.i-.1 .pi,t . h~c:::ip ~ar· ':l I • .. , .,.') • T•h li tbur~ . ~J~/~/;· .. :: .. i': ~ • •· · · • . ~· ,. . \ 
• • 

- t- " Sander li~: -
I • 

~ •. ; !, •.j .... S t • . a ry ' s · h . .l.u a .. ~: -tx . u:i' ·51 •J ll Jbst (GU ) • · .. 1 ~·0 uo.ro 
5 ot~1.cr pL.1.ces. 

t.h!~l,I,l . 2_'?, TC,:9P"~·.t·e.,!; frOL:I . . 
_, ' . . . - '! J : : - ~l~ ' • l 

· ' ... . ,... .. . Lesser :. lac!.~- bac 1~e<'l. Gull :- ,. : :• 1 of t1w ~ :l c auJ.o..ina.yi ::.m ·'-"ilke'.· a t :. :?outh · i.Hdelu s· on '' J.l.th r -·U<.A) ·> .~ . -.. - ·.· . .. ·. .. . .. . . - ... ; Gl a ucous ·-~ull:- · . . · ·· , ., ::: .,., , .. ; ;J : . ·.· ,; Sing l e i.;;;tup~ s n:o t e - ~ ~1. t :· ?j· o. ldo~'l and. : 1~3 e tl t-o n .·~)Iuicc .:oA ~){?th.J.J:S.J\./LG • ./i.'1~ ) ,- ·.·· .. :::; on the Tfi~O"'.'\ t ·.Ja1Ky.r .. 'o.n. 2!Dth i_."':: ' Jl:st (IHA};. ·'aht1 ·<i't -·s o-uth ~3~1i&l • l s :i ls<) on · Jls~ ·~ n.'.;q· : · . · 
Iceland Gu(il: -
An a uul t a t ;~·e,vc i'i stle ·--!u u ysit.e on 2 :,i t il .·· eceuber {B1.:n ) . b ird as s uen there in :, ;cceul>er 196'8:""- - - ·- -

4. 

P o ss i b ly the same 

/Li t tle Gull 

' ,·,, 

·,, 



.. 
~ . · .. : ·. 

Lit tlc ':>-ull: ~ 
.:·.· 

A first Y•~ u.r birC. flelv S . 

. J 
' . 

. -... . 
.• \ ~J 

0 
~ 1 I • t at Seat on :.>luice on· l?th ' {3G) •. ; 

. . . ' Awes:-
· · Oiled bir~ts v1cre und oubtedl.y thH fen t u r e o1~ : 10nth. ,iis'tr'Cs sc .l b;i.r(ls -.,verc fir s t note.J in nw:tbers aftur ,1buut 11 th and c0ntinued. t o be P.icJ.cect . ilP o n • · wost b cA.che s until UJ) (l ·,):f · LlO'ntil. Agcr e g a tc t o t a ls c o l'lc'c·t od · by J~ . ' Tnlvin .. f or t :'le · J o.l'thw ... Jberl l. n d. :4nc, ·. urlla. ~ c oast ·inclwle<J 1160 Guilleuots, 149 ':. 1\a zorbi l. l~, 40 .:...,i ttl e Auks u ud 13 _ uf:fins. At t ~w s ~1<1c tizac r.l~J:l.Y o thers · we r e n o t od close insho r e in>cludii~g n Little Auk a t S ea t an S luice on·: 18th (~ .. ; ;. Lov:ihg ·, . at 100/hr. at ··anburgh.- nn 1.8.th. ~nd at c40/hr. at s·eat<)n· ~3 ll).;qJ~ .. \~n Jlst 1 !~hil/BG ). · Un t .. 1e . l a tt.e r date Llost weru -~ ~u-i.·lJ,quot 's and 

,, . . ~ . . \ '.. . again the l1<i j o ri t:,r lv~re c l narly oi l e · .. • · ·~) o. le \vere ~u b a(lly hand ica pped '·· t _h :1. t t hey were rope at e ·~ly · being ct1a.s9u by :Ol ack ;~acks. 
Long- e a re(.l \ \vl:-

, . 1 a t · .. ::-dsi'.J.rth o.n ldtll \~) _; ) an<~. 1 no« r .. , _shing t •Jn on Jrrl., 2ls·t :1n d 24th (TH). ·~- .. - . . . .. -~ Short- c a rc fJ. ; __ wl:-
S.i ·.n g le. bir-..l s - sven a t ~ .• o ly I's l an:,l.,· _.-o:Ly\.J"el.l, ; ;rQ.•·~ .;.::j.n i!,"ton a n d· .J e> L li.H . 3 at : :-cv.~~9wcll o n ls-t-. ~s,:_ e t a f)· 
S~1oru ~arl~:- · .,.: 
22 in ··r[d thurn/l~ars cien a r o<i · frr>L·~ 4tl:1. urttil ·ew! () :::_' u1onth .. . ' (k A/BU e t ~1) . 
-•-<a ven: -
F.. t lo :1st J .z5 t :1. ( CL AJ. 
J.-t e >l•.ving : -
i,o vi113 1 . a t l Uv/hr • . i. t · rllitburn 

<lurinb v e r y C')lc:i 11e:·t thvr . 
~ t .)nechn.t:-

f)ll 

At lea st. 2 at C r ess\vell d u ring uduth r c.,,. 
\ W .J.J 

.>ever 

e t a l) ~ 
Bl: ::H:ik , ;,!3~ star_:1:-
Stili 1 n. t t.· ea t on ~3lui ce oh JrG. {por I. ·. A J - so e 
Gr e y n agtail:-

1 . 

·_,epor t v li .fr o r.1 '·Ih ittlo :Jon0 \J), ::icut ()n o luic e (l ) , ~-.olywell D~ne (l J , iio :,:·t h S :liel i s town c <~ntr(~ (l J, .. ·o s :forth (lJ an< _;ur halil City (1) at v a ri ous t i1.1es duri ng 1.1011 t il . 
·,raxwing:-
l in '.Cy'n<~w~uth o n 6th ( Gil) . 

'lOlv -•untin~: -
J;. 1.mx. of c50 in '-T~::.itburn/i ,arsdnn r1rea o n 5 t 11 ( HU/HA et ul). 
T r ee- Sparrolv:-
An unusu . 1 ,~a. therint5 o f c90 on Cr csswel l Links on 31st ( :.m ) . 

List of Contribut ors 

R . P.J.<J.LI·s. C . !. • Ada •.• s o n . :r . •'- •. rnstrong . ' ' • l:. r a u y. .-, -.:; . ~Youglas •. 

J . 

;:; . _·;<lw~lrds . :J . ,,; b . ~:; therington . .-.• Uallmvay . · cr ey . . :: .,;c T . :!ia llam . u . "' • _ o rs.cnan . : ~ . - obley. "; . Lartin. :, . lt . i .oek. L ; (.:. •. l.CL''arl n.nc . J. " :~. l c ·; utch oon . L . ll u ttras s. : . • - 0 r !.l<l1l . ! • :.killoter . ::-· . 'fnlvin. G . U~.Jton. C . 'X• t . :iauxluy awl - ~auburgh _;.inging :J tations . 

All J ubrua ry r ec u r d s t u _ rya n d al l owa y, 115 00uthwa y , ~ewcastle upon Tyn e lJE 15 7 RD by - 8~11 i: n rch please . 

P.J.'J'NUAL CLU::-3 DIHNER 

.. \. fina l confirraat i on that this will be h o l d on .Jatur <lay , _ 2 /3 th :;_•'e bruary, 1970 in the Tudor .l.{ OOL1 of the Avon ... otel, 1)sb o r ne .toacl , I~ewcastlc 2 . Ti1te 7 •. JO.p,d. f o r 8 . _p . _n. '_._"'he f a v ourite choi ce of :,wnu cl i · . .i in fact turn out to be llenu I \vllich was a s 1~ollmvs:-

/Iienu I. 



,. 

,· . 

'. 
.. '. ~ .i. ' ; .. ',. 

~ .. ·'~ • • ~ ,_ y.; :_ -·(!_C. ·~ 
•• l •• ' • " \.. · ..... •• 

: • •, I • I,. -: • ' ' :. • ' !' .t .. .,. :: l •: • t' 
: : ,: ' . . , ) ' i . - , . . . . ; . ·., ·:··· ,._. P o t t e d Shr~ups s e rved .. with.~- rarr.l ·.~uttered '.:."'o u."s .t .• ·; . :• :' · ~)- ~ .. -~ .. ; .... ,r;" .l .. : .. I c ons ·<ir:l •. te ''co.G.k;·, ·~ .;:Le ~,f;:i::b~· ~ . . -~. ~ - .. : ... . . '·' l I . <. . . . r \ \ ::-~ ,l) . _,. ' · . ·' 

~i. oast English :$ i:rl ol::li .":.~ tYi;'.ycil ii'r··'til:i.~kly ·· c ut- .::>.li·~~~ ~~t&:t_4 ~~~_fsctau.i~~ S a uc e · ' 
· , I nn<'l.· y·~·r~~h~_re . ::: U<l(l i!lg. ', . . :,~ . . :) ,., .:·.'' !'' ··- . . . ~ .. .. ·-' .· ... . -:.Jaked. Jack,~t - :P. o t a t .oe s .• ... , · .: ·.- ~ '\' .. ·•,. . . ~-·.·· · .·: :. .... ,_. ····-Saute :t'ot;<it c~~~ ... ,. :\ . , ' .~ J •• · · ··> · .. !. : ·' ·.::;. · .·.1·. ,, \·.·~·. :.t• "·:. · . .JUt t e r eu '.:Jaby!"::: aa~rot's • , . . , .. · ·. " ... : -:. d • ·: 1 

• • r:; ~ :_ :;-:- --·\:·~··. " 
Celery Heai.ts .~ · . ·,.• , . . ; . :•: ; i•· , 
Deep Apple . ?-f~-· wi tli · i~r<~ sb,. Cr ear.i . s c rvGd . with Lallpi-iS:hire che'\J ~ 0 ' . ;.\',h :. ! . :~ • . •. Co f .f ee - 1di1t Crisps • . ,.. ' - ·::.;. ~--;;·· ·-~:.:~ 

f , ': & . ... ~ 

I. 

( i'rico 24s. Ud . ( + .. lo · p o r· 'cent . servic (3 1 ) . c ,1a r ge .• I • • ' - --· .... 
• ·! 

Our \rUG'st· .Spe,a ker. l\Till br .·:r. <"l'ony 'J.'yna n, Sura t o r 0 1.~ t lw _Ianc o ck i.:~se.uD. 
' 

.. • .to .. 

l ·'i \ .. 

This trip lll'il l . incluc ~e visits t o Ab e rleny ~:ay a n d Seafi~l tl t o .. s ec . 't~~ ·- .... ; ··:) 
l a rge nu .. 1lwrs o f sea <luck w·into ring in t h is a r e a . 

The trip will be o n 0 w1 ay, 
.<·ront ~; t~(~e t, 'l.'ynm-H;,u t h , a t 

lius e u w a t CJ . JO. a . u1. 

2 2 n d ltrl rch and will sta rt 
8. n. . u . -n n d picking . pe ople 

, .. 
.. ' \ · .. · ::: .;:..L .. .. 

t~ror.1 .3axt -J'f''is ·cafe~;. 
up fr 01 . .1 t i.1~ · h'1.ln.c0c:k~-7· • 

T horu a r e 
p e r hen; , . 

!J(_)}·f'_~' ;;_,/JJ ~·J 

still . 20 ~iaces a v a ila ble nn~ t~~ - ~~ic~ will be about lJs ~ _~ou. , 
:: l en s e send bo·ekinG~ . t ,o. ,~ . .'~:·: 1 ,__,;:.;h. , 5 .;;1..:1 _HJJ:.... c_-r :VTOT YI :ETT , 

... -~ 
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b efor e 1:-0t;h ·. 1 1 <.\-~:'ch. 
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( ._ 1 

. ; 

· smn .,\H.Y. 

The L1ajor:activity of · the nonth was tho wildfo•vl count organis_ed for 
22nd and despite the very uixe<l \vc a t he r 64 l·mters \vcre covered by a 
total of 29.mec~e~s. ·A detailed.repprt, . plus results, ~s enclosed with this bulletin. i - ' · · .\ ' · . ' · ; •,! I ' • 

As in Deceuber, Divers were again r estless and were particular~y 
prominent r.10ving l'-J' . on ·15th'/ 16th during anticyclonic. conditions apd very 
cold w·eathc r. 

. 1 . . • 
There w.ere some , f~uctqat.ions _in w'ildf'owl ·nw.Jbcrs but apa rt f.rom 

Gold?Iiey.a o.nd ~04?~~~d~r: a 4-.en·e~?;l · decii1ie , "{~S n ·oti·cea_l?le since las~- r.1onth, p a rtJ.cularly ,W:J. th 1-:>a l..l~r.d. and 'l'eal. The WhJ. t tle ·Dene 1Snew 'Wa s · agaJ.n 
sc c,n on severa l oc~asi.ons ~vhilst· ~no.tlier \vis fo'lind \ just over •the· •. JJdt'.tidr, 
A few Bean Geese nade a weLdome . r~appearance at the ii £avciur~t~ ' spot .. 
in the ~eJ'est _o :f ~Iortlluh1berland \vhilst J3r e nt Geese r eached a pe ak of 
1109 at ·Holy·::ts.tand ;e·a rly .in th~ · uonth~' .· .. ! .. ~ . .. ~ ~. } · ~ ~ . · :. . . . . ~ 

The 15th smv the appearance of 2, perhaps 3, species of _ la~ge 
r aptor a t iiolywell one of which uay havo been a .·tough Legged Buzza rd. 

'. 
• I • ~ • : ; ~ • . . , . It is inte r esting that n o Gre e n S andpipers were ' s .cen a t llhittlc 

De~e this uonth but 3 were se en togethe r not f a r away on the Tyne_~t 
Dil:St?,¥ ·o:n .. ~.8th. : __ 1 !'he; . - ~:t;t:f6ren·c-c' i Js obvi·ou·~:! . , ._.. . . . : . .. , ;·" •. . .. · . 

.. 

• • • • • :' • • ' ,·,; } i • • • •. • ' • I ; ; ;, :: i , r t I ~· • ,) • I : 

o':f -t:h~' passerines tha t -were ·· r ecorded ;:: a:. :f:ew · W_ax~v.~n,gs; a .. Gi:~at ~r·cy 
Shrike aJld n. flock of Twi te 1vere the uost... ·unusua l i • . .. , . ; 

At. t he: tine; of wri .. t ·ing. (u:i,.d -. 1iarch) the Beap Geese a r e still" a~· · 
Grindon Longl1 and h a v e r ·eachcd ·a t .otal · of" ju'st !itridar 40~ 

Class ifi e d List. ... : ' . .. 

Divers~): -
Off :Haux.l ...ey_ .. 96 U . awl .6 s .. in only 30 u:\,m.J.tcs on 15th with a n 

ional 20 on the se.a .• . ·. i.'l'~J~ i; ·:day· .;t.l N_:· ·a n 'ci i3 $ - in· one·· hour { HR.s} •. 
Baoburgb 7 5 . .;~~dthroat~ f,low ·H . · on · .;t.·_5 th (HRS Y/ Also r;ioving· s . .. , O"ff 
Crcss\ve ll. . ( p : on 1st j ,al).d s i .' \~ar;y ' s ( !8 · oti 'lOth and 4 ·on i 8 th) ·, · 
( J & H.!JlcC/B u Ujt) • , ' . ' . ' .. .. ' ; · ·· · · ~ 

Great Northe rn Diver :
.. · · 1 off B~"1burgh on 4 :till, 8th ~'1.d . 15th .( JDP /ERii/BHS) • 

. ( 
:-

'· . . 

addit
At 

Rcd- t htoat ed Dive r : -
::tesidunl inland birds ·fron l ast. r.10nth \ve+e .at 1/h:itt.}.Q D~~l~ fr om 

1st- 4th (IHA/:tCT/TRB e t a l), at Cresstvell, 2 - on 1st a nd l · until 8th 
( EHll/BG ·c.·t ; .tl) J. a t_ Hauxle;y on. l s t (Hl-1.~ ) an~ a t Ne1vton Bog on lst : .(;E~Uf/ · 
BG.:) • . . s r:1all nu1.1be rs :1--dcn.ti,fied . a t the · ·u._sl,la l ·: c'oa,stal · ·po·ih:.ts. : ··' '·• 

•• . . £f. ;, : . ';·,. . • 
Great Crested Grebe: -

2 off Alnuouth on 
I ·: . 

15th (EHii) and 23rd ( TH ). 
::1ed-neckcd Grebe:-·· ,.., :·· : ·.· . . .. r '· • . ·· : ' · · : 

1. ~off' HauxJ:e'y on il~ft ·(ID\./L<.h .;.) ; ·1 of'f-:Ho~y .I.sl~ct.-. P:n :8 th and· ·22nd 
(EH.Il/GU}-anll···6 · ctff' ·Dauburg lY •on -15th ·. (BRS·). · _ .. ; .. : ::· ~ ; . , ... ' : .. ·· . . . . . 
S lavonia n Grebe: - . · · .!:. 

5 o_ff Ross Sands on 4th (JDP ) and 2 o ff Holy Island .o~ 8th ( ~Hii/GU) • 
Little Gre be : -

Still scarce : Recorded frou Alnuouth 
(1 ) , Bothal · (l), Annit sford (l) a nd Bar don 

1. 
,i. 

. ~ .. 
(1 ) , . nr. ]3eadnell (2), ::~q.+ara 
liill ( 1). - . . .... :.. . 

.... ·, · · /G~~e t 



: : ;. 

---
Gannet:-

Singles seen of':f' . Cresswell· an,d "Ncwton on 1st~ · o n 4th, 25 N. of'£ Bamburgh ( J D:P) ~ncl on· 1:6th P. 7 ·n-•.. o '£"£· ·:-faux;L.oY: .. . (HHS ) .·. .. 
Cormorant:- .... • . l .. . ... :. . . 1.00+ in r..farsden/Whi tburn'·-a:~e·a .... 0!{ 25t-h w·as· .• C! .onsid~red unusual. (BU) • 
Heron:- . .. ,. .. .. ... . . . . . . . .. ·.·, . ~~~-.PF~~d f'ro~l . ],~ . p..:reas. {J· co~st al fwi th._' oa,~~ ·.of io in Greell~ea . . area on'· ·J_st , · "( ~G:~'I/G-1'() .. ';li'f.~ ~-~at~ f?e~W.G:q t . _f{e;s 9'f-vo~.i: on.· 7 -th· ·fRN). ·.· · .: .. · , : Bittei-h":...: .. .... ·: . ::r-. ·'. ·':, .' ... ,. _. ~; -·.-.:: e. · ··•. •.-.' .. ~-~~~, ;7 :· · . . : ··' :; · • :· '. ·: . • • t ··-~ 1 a.t Gosf'orth Park f'roo ab.ou.t .8th ~ - 22~~f-(BG) ·• ' ... . · · 

1
.' '· ,. ' 

• • L .• ~ ~· .~· • !. ) ' '-: .. .f\1allard:.":=' . ,. . .. . · ... · . '". .. . .. I· . '· . . ._. .... l'iaJc'~ , coU,_nt_s . wer·e:·'a s 'f:o lioW's f ..-. ·2.50 a't 1fui t 'tie - :Dene. ··on 1st: and .:11-th (RCT/THB/ctf)- , 27'9 ·at :De.rwel'):f ·i.{'ese~v0ir .. 1on' 7tll'·~(RN'}, 64o ;at Go·s ·:forth ~.tl : ·. ··: .· .. 11th (cw) and 2JO of'f' St. iiary's on 22nd JJD.P); Also 450 .at Budl·e . .Bay ~ on 4th , (.J:O.P). '· IJp .;t .Q lQ..O .r·~por.t-~d · :f.'~oru nuiaer~u·s· ·~th·er ~_watc_rs, s ·ee . . . - . \. . .. . '. . . . . .. . ' . ,. . " . . . . . ~ . .. ~ . S~Bq.rate. ,tq.ble .. f'or . 2?,nd.. , .. · : · .. · .. · · ·' ~- ·L. · · . .- :-. ' ':: .... .. / . · .... : ;e~l:- · ····. · ·. · ..... . ; " -~.· ·: .: · ··_,. , ,~··.·· :· .:, _ ; ·.'.· .. r.::~·:-- •. ~··::_~ .. :~, .. :;<_.;.· ··.'.' ·.-:- .. ' .. : .. ·.: ·.~- .·· 
· · ·c~~ _.a t t3·aoh ·-·of' . Newtp:n :_,oti .Lst (Egl~i/~.G) ,. ljQ,.~Y.:. :r~~a.:q? ion ~tP: --~~· · .. ·.· · _., Gosf'o r'th'.,Ol1 the:· .1.lth (Cw') _. were .. the large.s.t counts rqpor~ed. See · s ephr• ate table · :f or ·- 22nd~-~ - . ' .. .·.'· · · · ·. · · ··. · · '· · · .. · . . ; ~~ ~ ... . ~:j"'; . -~ . -·: . • t 4 •• • • Gadwall:r , · . . ·.• · . -~ . '-' V''· - ~ 

, .. ' 
• I ... 'A dr~~ 1 i.ni. 'B~dl~ ; Bay _on 14th (BRS) !" . . . . .. -t·, . 4"'-~ · .. ·•. ~ ~·. -~/ - : .. ·: • .. . # . ...~ ~··; ·~t :· ':'·r .?: ~~~r · .. . l i· 1ofige on:·- · :: .: .. ··. , _. :• ·. , .. ; ,_.. .... · .... · .. , _., · Up to. 5000 i _n . the Bu d l e Bay ~rea . duri.ng Lion th. ':I'illi:m d · the o·ax . ·' · · ·J counts · 'itb ·rt:~ : --65 . at,)io;lyw·el.l . pn. -1~:~1). .. (CE_D), ,1:00 : a-_t. Grindon ' o'n ;2~th .{LGU) 126 a t -:- Derwent .. Res.ervoir·. o-n 22nd.: and 7 5 ·.a .t Whi~ttle I)e~e · on ' .lj:.tb. {RCT/ TR13 ). Sec separate ta.ble f'or 2~nq, ._.-... ·, .. ·r· :.· .· .• .-· · · :.:: ·. '··· ~ , .. . -;'·.,; 

Pint.ai-1.: _;·~ .. , 
. : 5 in Bi!<.ll e 

(per ER1I). 
BilY. '· 6rt "8.th'c '(LGli)" and· PT . i~ Iio-ly···.Is._lanct area :o:p. .22Jld,_: ~ .::.' .1 ., . • ~ · . .l' . . .:· • 

;. • 

Shove ler:-..· ... j:.· . ··;~. · ' ;i.:• .,' · .. ' ·. ,. , : .· . : . , .... . . - 4 at A.}.nuouth.-~o.n l·s,~ .. -·.- itQ:~ ! op.ly:~ . t:'~~pr4)'B.G(~~);; _ ... .. ,: .. :. · . . . ~ .. . ~ . , . . . . . ~ ·, . Scaup:- . . Still linge.ring in unusual····noobet-·s-'~: . !.·Up: .. "t-6 10 in the Coquet Estua ry dur:t,ng raonth (B & TH e .t · al) and possibly the . s ane 10· off' ):ia~xley . .P:tl l9.th r (HRS) ."') . An.otller J ··n~ar Hauxley qn I;st .(RA/LGG}.;. ·.J:. :of-f'. · ·· .... Seatdl 's'iu:iqe-':ox:i . 2n:u' (&E(,.' .'l ::'at \hewt:6·ri ori l'~t'. (Bq./EI~H) -<ind .1 at :.·-:_<.~---~. ' . Holywell 'on · 15thl~:?.z:td ':{<;m:n} ; '1. ·.~I· ·. • . : .:. \ .. : . · . ,. 1. .i , · .. · :-. . .• ~. ' .. • ' . ,.... . ~. . j. ;. • . . Tufted Duck ; - · · ·._-:· · . .. :• .. ; . . . .. : . . . .· Counts ' in excess o f' 50 were as f'ollo\vs; #96 .a.t Gosf6 rth 0'~ -. Jrd t·((:!lv(·· ~50 a t Ho ly,yell on ll:tli (B & ~iE) and J50 a t ~1hittle Dehe on 1Jth ·!fc t-1A)• 1
· • All were respe ctlivo i.l~x:iMa . ." See. s e p a rate . table f'or = 22iltlL . ··.·. ··• : :~· ·.1· .. , .1:. ··: ·: ~ ; . . . . ' . I . • •. • • . ~' • _: • .... • • • .. ~· . :·\ .• .: • .. :. .. :_ - '·: ·.~- . • . .. I • Pochard:- . . .. Cotint~ ... j_n excess ·o f JO lverc· ·as foll ows; : 102 at . Go·sfur-t;h -o.n.,oltd ... -~ (e11), · i19·\ at:_ Ho,ly~ell_ ()n · J.4t~~ - (HN}:'.'.- · _b .o tl\; LtaXi~a ··-: '. ~ct ,_ 4o·i·a;:t ·c o.ncy~·G-g:r:tn: on l.~t - {.J _;· ~ ·, RH6c'.) . .. · s~~- :~epara~.e tahle' :f?r ' 22n~-< .: ... _, ; • · ·.: ·· ; :,.;.:.: .. . Goldeneye~- . • . ·_. ~ ... ,.. · .... ··.. . ~; · ; :· : .··: ·. -: . ~ " .... · · .···;~ _ ... Present on alm,ost every 'tat·er. . Doub.le tigure!?t· \.;-ere no'f<k dl..a~·· Greenlee (JJ on 1st) Whittle Dene (19 on lst), · Bola1;1 (11· on .4 .tJi), Derwent Reservoir ( 15 on 7th) ·' arid 'l3roo@l~~ .. (20 on\ 2-8.thf~:, .. ·se·~·.· afso ./' . .. . . s e parate ~able f' o r 22nd . • . · · r \'i, · .... : < •• .;: • \ : • 1·:- ·. .! • ~->. ~.:;_. ' J 1'' , . . 1 ~ • • • .: :. ... ~ .... -~-i .. ::. --~:·~ . . :~ . •. ~~ ··-· Long-tailed Duck:- ~ ·' · . , ,. · · · . , ~;, .. :'. ·' .. cJO off' BaLlbUrgh f'roa 4th ~; !Jth bu't :. 'oniy :5 s·een :ori> 22nd ~ (-JDR ·e .t - .. a:t'). 

~ ; . Vtelvet Scot.c.r:- · . · ·. · · · .. ; .. .t ~ , :'~;.-~1 :. . -.; : · ... . On ist, . i ' of'f . Afrtoo~t~ a~d f at Nmvtoh (IW/Eim) ,· · o~' · It;fii:;-i·~.:-:hf-:f.· ~· "" ·· . B~b~rgh (~~P) and on ~15t_h : __ 19th l . o f'f' ·Hauxloy (HRS.) • ... ·' -:·: '' .. r::·,· ... . •• • ·,. ' . . .... _. : • • . . • .·• ·y· , · • . • • • ';cor.u:wn' s..2oter . . .. ,• .~ .. . '2 .• . ( . :· : ·· . · 
~ . 



C01:n:1on Scoter:·-
The ~argest numbers w·ere in the Ba1:1burgh - · Holy Isla n d a rea with 

1.27 on 22nd ( JD? )-.. 60 off Hau.xley on 15th (IffiS). 

Eiders:- , · · !. ; .. • 
. Rafts of up to 400 noted n.t several point s on the ... co.~.s.t, .: ~specially 

N. of Cresswell~ ~ 
• , : . : . • ' # ' .• p • 4 l ', t ... / • ! ·., ' • • .) f' I ; . : ' t ., ..• 

.~ ,. . Red-breasted Hcrganser:-
clO in Holy Island 

on 1st (BG/Em1l) ~ . : ! . •• 

I . 

Bauburgh a r pa on . 8th. (ERI·1i/GU) •. ; T . ·at Newton 
: . .. 

. . ~ Goosander:- · 
Some l arge counts,. espccip.lly at 1·/hi ttle Dene , . whore .; .l·o6 on ··22nd 

L. · is ' 'the~ lctrgest · ;reco:r<.Le.!J . gathering f<J r Nor:thupb,erl and. ; ·Th.er.e \vcr~ . a lso 
·· a,s many . as .80 · th~re · <?n :8· ~hr . , Tl~~ p ~he!' .Lirge · c.ounts~ . ,~ere ·r.1acte ·a·n 22nd 

(see table.) but ih · ~~c:t.i.t~on the~e 'ivere 1 9 · at .A:lru:wuth o.~·· l:,st ·. (BG/EID'I) and 
14 .a .t. G;r.e,!=!nlee on sai.'le .··~la,y (LGfiJ . · . . , · , , , ,, • ·J I • • .. ', -;' ', : ' '· •• .·:· .. r 

S . ; . .. ·.·.· ' ' mew:- . :. . · . t . . , . 

The fep.ale ~ st:iil at 1'/hi ttle ' D·ene a ll. ruont4· .(iHA ~t ?-i.J. .. and.' 1. just 
, : .L•, ,: ov;e::r. ::: -y:q~ bo~p,~ r .. at Yetholm on 22nd (hH/QTv) . '·~ · .... . :. · · '- · -·' 

. ~ . ' 

,: 

She.lCu~"'k; .- . · : J • • ~ • •• •• ! .!.: ·- . ..;;.,.;....;...;.._"......-"·,......;...;..• • . • • ' . ' . • I• • • I riax,. in .Bu d le ~3ay arc.a ·.was 7 50 o,n, · i~nd · (.s'e ~· table} . , El'sewhere 8 
'·at 1\t~~·~t:h ··oii ist c{BG/Enl'i) , · 8 ··a ·t ·Mi£ie on 1'.5th a~cl :1- N:. off Ha~ley 
same day (:ans j ~ •' ' . .· :·:l: ... . . ·. ' : . ·' . . .. :: 

t \ • I ' • • • • • \- , . :.;. '\·· • 1~ • • -:- , 

.. 
Doa ri Gposc ·r - . ' . 

. ' • 1 
. :, • .... J'i. rc_tt,:trn t 9 

betwee n 9 a nc1 14 

,;i • .· '• 

~:rin9.-on , L qugh · af,ter an. absence of · a · f\~nv- 'yea:r.s .. with 
'frou · 7th' linti+ e·iul o f u6nth: (LGM/DG· et·· ·a;f.:h -. · , .·, .. ~ - . .. . 

Pinl~-footcd Goosp:- ~ ,!'; . ~: : ' ·' · · · · 
''The taL~e . Cfosswell ' birii still prcs~rtt ·~ ~n l~t .~rtd <· stit _,,;~!0}-ifBG). 

.. .. . ·.-· :~ . . . 

on 

Br£:t;lt:C{.oosc:- . . ., ;. . L..:· J 
· )).oo . at ·· Hoiy Isla nd bn. 8th · (LGH/HN/C.1{) in a w.intc:f. ivh~n they appear 

t o b e r.1ore approachable than ever beforet. A~ so 1 a t Dat.1burgh o:n· .14th 
· (ca ught anrl. ringed); :2 . at Dudlc I3ay on 15th ·and JN • . · o:ff·· Mar~<;le:q. .. on. 

, .. 28th .(Jr-m )· . ... ·. ~ ,.;, · ·· · ·. ·; .. · · · ~ :. :·.: :.. 
I \ . \ .· .. 

: ' ~ • :' ' ·~ • • _!. : • ' I • \ ; :' i , f •. ~ •. • • f f ~ ' 1/f' , , , •• . • Barnacle Goose:..:.: •· •' \. • . -·-· 

l t'-;.:.; . 

· ... •, ' 
' I ',. 

I I: 

1 at Colt··Crag ·o n 22J1cl (IHA/J & Rh cC). ._ .. ,. \ ... .. . ' 
'c nnada Goo~e: - ~. ~·· ... : .. . : . ~ .: .:·::.. .. :~.:.~·::u -:-: · .. ·: · .)6 ~t ·. e di t '• ·c;rn:·g on ;ls.t ··Ap<l · 2.t8ict ' .( :rf~7V~.Y~/J ;&.:. :t1h cC )·.: - · ·- .... :·_; ,. 

\. , . . \ 
r·1~hoo;e.er .. S.Wq,N;- I _: •. : .. .. · . I . ·' . ' ;·:;~.:.'.~.:. -· i . ~no'u·blc$ .:figures . ahu~ 'res·pe9:ti ve1

: liia:$c.Tfii:) ·w~r·e-' 'cri3 'lf~> l4·of.;~1 : '.on 1st, 16 
. . at As~'lingt on, 12'· al;\ ·s~a'll'o'~v . l)n.rttls~ [; l ·ti"ri.ear :Ei'li:nglt-bn;.: .. :gu .. ;;.-tJ: H~ly Island~ 

On ' lJth, 19 at vlinga:tes and 10 at Capl;10aton. On 14th .:- •-22nLr i · 1·4 · at 
Grindon. On 21st' J .2 at I Holy,~ell. On 28th; 17 n ear !Se~:~ on . . ~el.-aval • 

... ~e.: a·lso · se·p a r a t e ·tabJ: m;..!. · : . :.1 ,' , · 'C · i: ._, J : _.:, · :~.: ,~ ··'{' · · 
j ,,:.. ' • ~ . . • . 1 • 1 • Bowick S'van: - ... : ·~ .. ~·: :· · : ~·: ... 

---Be tweel}. 1. a n d 5 in • the Lint(:nt.; Botha~ ·,. ;Ashing'ton . .flr Eta ,.!+htil 22nd 
: l. ('FH/ERJ.::.) .• . ·9 -in. Btitlle. i]j<1;y OlJ 'l5tl1 . (BRS') • . · .· .... ·. ~ .. . .. · .::·~ ;. ·.·~~~-:· ... ·; 

Cour.J.on B'u:azard: - ··.' .. _, . . . . . . ' .,.i..t.''.:·' .. ,<,· , .: ::·:;L 
1 at Holywcll on i5th ·\vhe.·re : a n · l m\certaitt'' bird had be eA s een on 

• 
0 • • · . ' .•. " 14th . (hN:)t.: ; .. ·. _., ~·,.. ~· .. ·' '.i" ... 

·lfe n .Harrier: - · ·. · • . 1· .. . 
·I . 

d .'1\. f .ei.:tal e ~t Iio'ly,·w.l!~ O'n; f'5t~:~ a~d · .28·th .(:l'•iN) ~ • .. 
. ' : . \ . .. .. 

.. l. ; : i . : .i' ' Ooot: -
, ___ "Salt T.iat·cr". 
t6th ( Em~): . ·· ,. · 

r ·e 'c 'o ':f.ct.s .:,v~re ·'.l -0 . in Bu(ll·~: Bay '~orr ·i8'th ·and · ' 2"· .. at .Ai.1ble 
:. ; '. . • . : . t •• 

~ • I _ .. : . :. ·. 
.r. ••• ? 

. : .. 

.. . ,. ~ ·· 

. .. , : 
!· . 

·, . . :· ., ''! : 2.' . j. ::. . . . ., \ . . 
. . :. ~ : . , ·~ J _-./'l~a.te~ .. R~il 

.. :: .. 
• . • • ,• • . t.(. ~I 

::~.~ .. . :.:f ·:;~.'.' ·. :.' ~- .~L. ~·"'~;;~-:: .·~·~.~~· .... :· .~ 

on 



\<lat e r Rail; - . . . , ~--· ·. :.~·.~ .. :·fl · ~~·. l .. ~~~:-·<h~· ·-~::: }?' :·~ .. :·.::··
1
· 

. Recot.ded ~.~- )i~~.ley r Gios•:f.<o'r .tf£,. ;.p·~w~~/;~~ni ·~~:- 'I-Io:/.'y~~~1[· ::15 .et,olo~ti:: .iitt~: -.~ .. 2 2 tl.d~ ... .. : . . . ~ .. ... ...... ... ~ }:~ ; .. :~ ) :1~.,.,~ ! i ,·-~ .. : •:.\0 • " • . • • • : =- ~·~· ·: _ ,., .. : __ .~~.::~. 
- •-i . _:..·, ; ' .. : ': 1 ·~: Oystercat.chert- ; • ..:: ; .. . ·· ., . . . .. 

I. st:hary~ .l? .. na~' ~:wa.~(so "6tF4·1th· · rr~r··& liE;' . · ' · _:·, :; _: ... .. .... ·"\ ·. · 
. f .,· ,· .. ' ,. . :: ''! : •. ' •' : ·' ~ . . . ~ ~ .;; \ . ~ . l,:;ap\dng : - . . .. '·~ '-.~ :;;~ _ :::~:;:..>~:+.~ .. : ~ .~.::··.? i\i ;:; .~· · :.-.: .... ·-· 

A light \ T' - l·~~ w. uovencnt O:VE? :f- . t);le l~nr;thudb,:i:i:an -;; liblighs': a rea "' (}n ~ . 22m1 ·.(.:QG/LqH. 0-t. "<:-1~ l ~ ·:,_. .. · ,:.~~ ~! j :: ::·:£ • · .. ~ ···' , . .... ·~ · ,.,~ .. · . .. . ·.·; . .. .. :· · ... . ,,. -' .; . ·~ . 
' ' • ,. , ... !• I • • • . •• • 'l/ ,. , ;..,. • Gr e y Plover :- ,, . . ~.} · .. :!· - ~~;.- · ... ; · · 
_ . l a

1
t, Ne~t on on 1st (~~~·~J ., . t;· . ~_:tt.}i,~~~.l,..~.Y .. · .~~-~.}- ·•ft_t: : I3tn.i.li.i~f- 1:~\?.~ . .t§·t.~··:· . . i ,. (J!i~~.J '.'· J- d.t Ar;~ble, :.q!l, ·2,Jrd: and ~ . . ~~ .~.'9z: l:) s~.~~rAJ..,, .ol;l : ~p:tp .(T:r:), .. , . ·: .t- , -?'.: i'' ·. · .. · .. :. ~~~.·.· . :·. ~ .. · . . :- ;, :.: ., ·J·t· . .,~ t.~ ·t "' ~a . J A,.t. •• t:.~ .. . -, -:~ . . .. · · . ~-: .. • ••• •• • ... " • : ,. -· i . Gol:O..sn'i;.P1over·:·- .. ! ., · •• · . · . .. . ; .. \. · -:. ···, · • •. , ~. :·· · : · • ·. · • .. ,-: . • · . .:;~i : ··-- . ~·· . ~ · :. , .:.· . .. _jj9 ~n H:ol;y · rs··1itllsr: .. :6.:h.:.ltliJ X<:: :rf~ : .. an:<l ··Bo. ·n~a'i-. · ¥~i-de'i+r.~~~ :i.Jtll:·, · ~lfG..IE:V) • 

I I r•. • t:, . • • ' •\:. . _. ; : ~ ' J ' .J" ,., t; • .J ' ' • • .. ~. 1 ' , ' • • 

Ja~·k snipe:~ .. · · · · · --: :·:'.<. ~-
l a t · Gos:forth Park on 15th and 28th ( BG/ HH)., A.lrs ~ , on l.!Hih'; ·1·•. a 't 

~~ux~~y-· ( 2. o_n ·. ~?~~t ~If~ ·.3 11~t. P..~~-1-l)~ghl_~. t~'·, ~ :··1• 1 ~L .';.-.. :·<_ ·.'< ·.· .. := · :.1 : . •_, .• :: t, t~· · ' 1 -·: · 

Wdddcock :·.- ... · ·• : < ... l.:~ ::!·.:.:: .. · ..__:;_;;;~~;;.;; 

l a t l3a~aburgh on 1st (BRS) an..::l 3 ne~r _ Seat~~. Pe,J.,aval~ . .on; · l·4~tn: :·: ··· . 
(A.H/.rm ).. ;-.!..';;·: ..... ····.··· ··.·· ·- ~I _ .... - ~-• • : ' • • • ,. n '• .}J · ' ·'. . • t r \ • -' ~ •"., ··_: .. \ • -,. • • I ' 0 ~ ! '\' , o , · • - ·~· • t ' • • i ~'i • ' • ' ' .. 0 

, : : • ... , f t,:• r -~ . i I~ • •, , { · ' •' 
0 

: • ~ ~- '·'. ~--~ .. ~. •~ ,i • :, ' Cur le~'/:~ .. . r-. . • • . . . .!ll' ·. 1• . ·"_.). .;., . . ' • . ' . 

~ : ·oh·' 22n:d~ )bo+.· on . Holy Island (HH/KD) and 200+ in But.ll~_!._P.~y~;.:(~l!Jlq .... ; .. . 
. . , :.ri: : ..... . . : ... t ... ·· . .-;.-. - ~ ;~ ·.,, ... ... . 

oii' 2~~~ l· ( !iRH). ~ . ~.: .: .... -:~: .. . 
Dar-ta ile d God wit:-

. iOO+ -:n ear , H:·o~y.pLslanct ·.~·Oahsdi~ay 
. . • \ ·"· • . _I : : . . 

Gr een Sar.l~piper: 
. ~. J . 3 q;n.: · ~h~ .. 'l'Y,!\.e 
bird s. '1·: · • ' · · 1. 

f . . · . .. ~ :.... ...... , .. . • ' ·.· .. ·."·! • ._ 1.=· ........... l . ·. •t' .• 
O O t : ~ • :: O \ O : 0 O O l ~ 0

0 ° ~ ~ F O I 

.~:t Oi.hs·t n ii' ·otf ~8.tli .. ~-1aX, )1~'[~J~~-H!n the _ ·~ '~fuittie D·ene•· 
. • . . I ,; ~ . : ; ._ .~ ' . . . ~ ,... . . . 
,:o,L • • ... • I;::!: •,._ '~ ;.. .• ~~ ~·· f;;·: ~~ ~ -·,~ · ·,·, 

Kh o t:- .. . . , ;- .,. ,; .·· l ...... -.! ~:; .:; • ·.' 
Ove-r . 10.0 0 .· a-t .SJ . ..; <ri:m.-ry.1 •s 'l or!' 4t.h .:'{' j Cc:··irtf), . ·~oo·o a t ' Fenhai:t F-la;:t~S. t'oti . .. ~.l.~ "· 1 

22n. t ." 7 5•a:t . .Juns ·t anburg h on 15th a n d 6 0 in. th~ .. CQqu~:tt ; ~~Fuary .. 6n ;- l 's .-t -'·-'· , 
: ( ~Hl i_}'.. .. ' .· . .. . . . i: ' , . , . ' .. : ft.i'.•. r.. ~ : .. ·1! ~ .... . , · · ··: -. < .~ ·i>.: ·. ~~ ·>: .;j. ~ - : · .. ~,. ', ~~ ; . .. . \ :- . ;,.•J! j t i ':· · ·. -. :.·~; ;<; · ,. ~ .. ~· .. ::;';· .; 1 

·pu'rpJ.e-· .. sa..w1Ei·pfr~1r :~.: ·. ·j. .' "'' ~ · '.. ~ : • ·: · . ., d; ,p::. · ·r·; · !_, - • · ,.. • ;, 
· I·fa'xi'r..iUI:i o · ,Ji9·9.+ - ,~t ~a.r · r..:aT)r ' !~ t.:dn · '6th-· ( B & ' r·iE) . · '· r , . .. ::·- .. 

• · :.· 0 • • 

• . . .. , Dunli;n: - . . _- ~ ::.:..; : ·. ~:: ·.;. ·- . .:.~;:. ·: ... · · 
Larg~st n ur:1bers occurr~d at . _l<~.~n~wp .l"L_a ~~ "1{)1000. · ' ()r( ... ~2211d~:,~ · ·.c1J~.J~\"- . · '· 

Estuary . (;25Q a ll 1:1onth), Bou1nor \'?_?O ·'ori 15th) , and Hauxle y (2-SO.:~~l~F- ::> .. :.-·· 
o :f month) ·. . . ... ;·:: : . J\J ; . . ;._ .. : i· ! .:r:.:· ::.!·~:·· ·! .~·· ·. · .. : 

. ·., : \l : '\·· . ' :~ .. , .. , .. . S a n der ling:-· · · . • · . ,·, . .-· ~ .!~:!.'-'~*·.--~)-:.''.: 
350 in Buc:lle Day on 4th ( J !)P). SLlal1er . m.~.r,1b S: t; . ( 4·9 ;:0F .· -l~:s$.'). at·<.ii.1a rty o ther p o ints . . .. . . - . •. · ' '1 ;.:.r : }> •· ~. .• · .. • J . ;.; · f ,.,, u · .. -.. 

.. : ' G.la~cbu; 04.1l :.~: ' . ·, .: .. ::;!.·;.'·.; J: ·; ::·~ .; ~- ;:; ·s ~--·'" ... , .: .. -~; ~ . ··:; _.·. ·<: .. ) .·~ f ·::.·, ·.·: .. ,::: .> :.' · .: j<, ,>'.) .. : ,.~~ · . '= . ~ _::·~: 
1 . ,f . a 't , 'itp~··~-e .. 'o~.' ;.l:s t.. and'· \.27!th . (·rt~f-,G-qr(_;ti~} . . ~ .1 :;.,N~. : .'o~:f .. N~~~~-'ti~ilf:.~o?- )~';t . ',; : . :. I 

( l3G/E~li ! ) , ~ ·.ah<..~ ;a~'t· acl~.l; 1! . . a t .i'lfarsd-en' 'b'n' ''28th ~ { J liB ) • . . . . ·~· '. ·' " · · ·:, · : 
,. !_.,• 

. : I, • • ·~ • ( Gui lleuo t ~ - . · :.::·.: : · . ·.- I 
Stil;J;,. c onsyicuous i..n snall g r oups . c los e _:j,J.J.sP.o r e: th~.o'd.'gl;(dtit :···id6nthf .... 1ao·st bein~.~~.,> i;le '.l·~:i ... )·: :· ... ·~ ::,!! .. ;, , .:, • ·1 

• . • · , ••• :: : -,, · · . : " • ·· :- : ~ _ .l·., · .. ' · 
~ ~J ~ ~ . . . ~ . • ' · •· : ~ . : 

Littl; ~~~~: a 11 o i1ed , at l!o1~}~1c;n<;J, Pl' J,)';t ,(,I<A/-LQd)', ' •ti • JJ:i:::l;/' '~ : · - ~- : 
Holy1'1el.l on. ,14th l:la c\ b~.~n ! .. s.e.t~n · a-:t~ve on the pond by ke e pers , a :fe w d~ys 
previ dus . ~ ·' A bin:l b e ing c a r ed :for in Sunderlu n<l h ad bee n gaining .. :>.:_:/-~ . .':..'.: ... : 
streng~h :fo r a l most b~o \~eeks '~hen it suddenly .. t .ook o :ff>"-.. f):':!o.Lt the ·gh~den ... 
l a wi1 u riJ. :fl o w o :f:f strongly · t QlvG,r.d, .. th~ : s oa>.(p~r' '~m J: ' ··.: :·· ' ·: · · · ·· .. . , .. . ~ . . . . . 
Long - Eared Ol~l:- ., 

l :fount! <le Cl_d .. on the r~.~<l_ : l).e'}r . ·,J.i ddringt 'On · Od ~ 20th. : (Tf! )"~ . 
' . t.··: .. · . . ·: 

·, : ., . . , . \ . :; -~ ~: : : t .- L: ; • . • , -

Shore Uirk::.:. ·· ·· 
S.till 21 in the i.:iarsc'ie n 

flyini ov e r § 0uth iShi~ids on 
area 
14th 

.. 
on 28th (JMn) . 2 sepa r a te :fl ocks 
we r e po~~ibly p a rt o:f this :flock. 

4. /Skylark 



Skylark:-
• Signa of · Cold 1·1eatller · flocking a t the c o ast, whe n J50 a t Daoburg h on 15th a n d 400 a t liauxley next day. 

Hav e n: ... 
,\ pair in tlle Cl~e v:l..'ot~ o n 7th ( 111: ) a n t! a n o t her p~ir n ear Halle ypike on 28th ( ~G/~G 1 et ~~~~ 

.:.•'ield f a re:---- "fo a t . i:J:auxle y on 2n·t was the l a r g est fl: ock . r.e p o rted (HRS ). Hcd~:0.!_g:- ·~~ ': ·.-___ :. ·~-~·.:.::_ · · . ... ·~~ ·.! . . :~-: . 
8 0 in ? r,i o rs Yar-~ all ~.wq.th w-a s the large st flock reported . : . . . ~ . . ..~ . . ~ 

. · • .J· -~ • •. ~ s t onecha t::- ; . ... . . .. ~. , ;.: ~ .. r 
S ing l <; s · n q t ed a t Ne~~t ori.~ · 1~ln~.routh a n :l Hauxl e.y ('13G/E:Rri). . \ . 

Gre y \fagtail:- . . . : . . . 
S ingle s ~t ~~rct~n ~t~l . . ~lst· )~ ; Whittle . Petie (1st- l.Lth) ., a n d Crar.1ling t op.. o ti 1st. · : ~· · "' ...:. · · 

1f aX1f ing:::.... . ., . . ... , . . 1 a t 13anburg h . o n 15·th ' 6 '·ctt Ha u::tl e y ou 18th, 1 a t 1-lhitle y Bay on 1.7th ( UGH ) a.nll ·1· in Sunderl a n d on 27th - 28th (DU) •. 
Gr eat 1 Grey Shrike :- , 

1. ·at l3anburg h o n 1st ( JJHS). 
Go l. d f.inch:-

Su~ll fl o c k s (le ss tha n 6) ~o t e c l a t 6 d iffe r e nt pla c e s. Scat o n S luice on 15th ( .13G) a ntl 25 at .L7rinclon on 2 8 th (LGH ). 
Also 15 at., 

T1vi te: .... 
__ ____._U.P t o J5 in the Co que t ~stuary bvtwe c n 19th a n ·t end o f uonth (HRS). 
13 r aubling :.:. 

c50 n ear Ellin gt on o n 7 th ( TH). 
S nmi 3 untin&:-

· 4 o n Chevi o t o n 7 th (LGll/iiii/C1·!) . 
T r ee Sparro ,., : ~ 

100 n Mu· ~llingt_on on 8th (ElU! ) .. 

List o f Contributo rs. 
R • i~<lm.1.s . C. li . Ad aus on. I. H . :r .... r u stro n g . J. h . Dayl.<lon. A . Be lshnw. T . ~l. !3irkheo.cl . ~ ! . I3rady. C. E . Do u g l a s. K. !:lures; S. Edwards~ D . & H . E tlle ring t on • . B . Ga llm"a y. L . ~;. . Gla ss. .'{ . ·. Grey •• B . & T. iiall. nn . r-i. ao<lgs on. i i . G . Horscr.Jan. E: . L o ble y. )£·. H . Heok. L. G. Hc fi'ar1a ne·. J. & 11. . HcCutchoon. ii . Nattra ss. H . Horn a n. J. D . Par,rnck . T~ G • .tt a usey. ! i. . C. T a yl o r. B . Un w.:i,n . C. ·..rar d .

1 
Hauxley a n l1 Baoburg h Hing i ng S t a ti ons. 

G. Upton. 

All Harch _r e c o r d s t o Bryan Gall.Ol"ay, 115 Soutln"a y, S • . / ; Dento n, Newc a stl'e upon Tyn(.~ , NE 15 7 HD. by 8th 1~pril plea s e • . 
T h e n d ;xt u e e ting is o n 9 th .1.pril a n cl. is t he Club 1 s .11. . G . !:I • Noraina ti ons n r .e required fo r t he 9 Con u itte e p o siti ons, and the se sho u ld b e sent t o t he Secre t a ry a s s oon as p o s s i b lo. 11.11 n o1.Jinee s r:mst h a v e a pro p o ser and s e c o n uer. 

After the f o rua l business o f t he e v e ning is c o~pl e ted , a qu~z will b e hel :--2. T his pro vided rrood ent e rta inue nt l a st year, '"hy n o t COh1e al o n g . a n tl e njoy y ours e lf? 

D . T. 0 . ATLAS: 

Iiost neub e rs ~vill finll e ncl o s ed 1vi t h t heir .julle tin s this uonth a ota ils o f t ue 0 . ~ . 0 . 1Ltla s ~roj e ct ·f o r the 1 9 70 s eas o n, a n d it is hoped thn t u.any p e opl e will p a rticipa t e in the pro j e ct tluring this c or:dng breed ing seas '; n. Any u e ubers V(ho wish to have u o r e de t a ils or 

5. /c over 



cover spe cif-ic areas , woul<l they plea s e. contact G., NcFa rla no; :at ' a '-'ciub 
r. ,t · , :'·· • . · : .:. • ~ - ' lfe.eting or at the~ f oJ...l<?lving : add res s :1- · .• .. - ... .. - ·. . . 

FOX AND HOUNDS ROAD, FENI-L"J-i, N'EilCASTLE UPON TYNE,. 5 • 
• ; • . '! ~:t 

.. It"- ~ i s . hope.d t .hh t ' tho ~everdl · n·~\v- ' ;.1~:~1b~~s of tho Club wi·ll . assi·s ·t this 
.· " J.'y~·ar·~- · 'i.'hey 1v-ill find it v e ry rewarding. .

1 1 

~ . , . . · F IELD .Tl'i.I,P 'l.'O ' HOL:t TSLAHO.: - ·suNDAY, · 19TH .APRIL, 1970 : • ' p. I • •·. • 
_. _.. 

There wi_ll qe . a c;tub Fi~ld Trip ;to :·U9lY : I ·sl·and . on· Sunday, . 19th 
April;; 1.970. .'l'he· .. ~ c dach 1ifli leave ·lJaxter' s Caf·e, Tyneuout}J. .:a:t . 8 -.,~.r.\J. .· · · 
ahd pick. up passengers at the ilan·c o ck b.usqUL~' NelV'CastJ;.e , .;upp~· Ty,ne a t .· 8.jo.a. 111 • . · ·' · - ~·. · "· · ,.,, · · · ... · · 

. I '• . _ ..... .. ~.: 

If 1v-e .nave a full c oach ·.( 4.21_ ,P~:tplp ). _th,~! :Pri'ce · wi.iT :~>e-: _ 8'~- ~ · ·:6~.· p~:r 
.. ..... . . head . 

. . .. ~ .. ~ ;. ' 

: -: • . -,..v• 

All naraes t o E. i<. . l-iElm: , 5 EU1 H.OJ1.D, 
6th , J\.pri.l- ~i .:~+9'70 :• at · t h e- _ la;te.st ~·._. .. _, 
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Tynesi~~ Bird Club. 

Wildfowl Count - 22nd February, 1970 . 

A total of 64 str etches of wat er, divided into 9 groups , was covered by 
29 members and included all the ma jor areas in Northumberland, N. Durham, a 10 
mile stretch of the R. ~~eed upstream from Ber wick and 2 lakes (Yetholm and 
Hose l aw) jus t over the Scottish border in the North ·Jest . 

Because of t he difficulti es in or5anising simultaneous coverage of 60-70 
miles of, coas tline, no attempt was made to count wildfo~l either roosting or 
feeding offshore. For this reason the abundant Eider has been omi tted from the 
tabl e shown overl eaf, but it is perhaps wortH recording that there wer e about 
1200 in the Lindisfarne Reserve area on the day of the count , 

A surprising absentee in the t able is Shove l er - not a single bird to be 
found, and one would have expected more than l little Grebe to have been present 
a t this time of the year. 

'.i'he wat ers tha t drev1 a blank wer e Pallinsburn, Crag Lough, Little Swinburn, 
Ryal, Bolam, Rothley and Tunstall (Durham). Others not included in the t able ~ere 
as follows : 

Paws ton 2 ilhlte Swan ; Ki mmer Lough 47 I\Iallard; Cowey Sike 3 'l1eal; Hinds Shiel~ 
2 Teal , 7 Tufted; Fontburn 4 Goosander; Hnuxley area 4 Teal, l Goldeneye, 2 
Moorhen, l Coot; Chevington 6 Moorhen; ~askerly 7 Mallard, 2 Goosander; 
Smi ddyshaw 27 Hallard, 7 Goosander; Hischope 1 Mallard ; Burnhope 12 Goosander . 

As a fina l comment both the r ecorder and field secretary would like to thank 
everyone who took part particularly in view of the very mixed weather, and hope 
that the effort can be duplica ted next winter when it is hoped to organise 
counts during both November and February. If we can encourage more observers to 
participat e it may even be possibl e to cover much of the coastline at the same 
time . 
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T Y N E S I D E B I R D C L U B 

.APRIL 1970 BULLETil~ . 

S~·1ARY. 

With low pr essure persisting to the E. of Britain for 7 days fro~ 4th, moderate N - 1ffi 

winds resulted i n a Nort herly movement of sea bird3 including Divers , Ful mars and Gannets 

but t he cold airstream delayed the arrival of s~er visitors . 

A weak ridge of hi gh pressure extending N. over Britain on 12th brought a few new 

Wheat ears and Chiffchaffs and a N. passage of Meadow Pipits but we had to wait until 15t h 

before the high pressure urea intensified over N. Spai n and gave us a warmer S.W. airstr eam. 

During the next few days Summer visitor s became incr easingly significant ~~d by 18th 

Common Sandpiper s, Willow Warblers , Swallows, Sand Martins and Yellow Wagtail s had all 

reached us and Meadow Pipits were moving N. i n their hundreds . By 20th , however, a cooler 

N. W. airs tream had beco~e established as a depression to the N. of Brita in exerted its 

influence and the flow of Summer migrants ceased . 

During the l ast few days of the oonth ano ther weak ridge extended N. from Iberia and n 

further arrival of Sumoer visitors was noted . I n addition another heavy N. ~ovement of seu 

birds occurr ed between 25th - 29th involving Manx Shearwaters , Fulmars , Gannets , Lesser 

Black Backs and a few Skuas . 

No real rarities were r eported during the month but i t i s worth drawing a ttention to 

the absence of Common Whitethroat and Swift record s both of which are usunlly noted before 

the end of April. It looks as though the \~itethront is going to be a r are bird again this 

year. 

Early ~'Y has been mor e rewardi ng with Little Egret, Scarlet Grosbeak , Red-breas t ed 

Flycatcher, Wrynecks, Bluethroats , Barred lt/urbler nnd Shore L;;:r ks but ~ore about thnt next 

month. 

CL.ii.S :.HFIED LIST. 

Bl ack-throated Diver: -
1 off Annstead on 4th, 7 off B~burgh on 5th (Blill) , and 8 N. off St . Mary's between 6th -

12th (JDP). 

Great Uorthern Diver: -
1 off Bambur gh on 5th (BRS) and 1 N. off St. Mary ' s on 8th (JDP) . 

Diver ( sp): -
Still quite plentiful, even towards end of month. There appear ed to be a N. movement 

between 6th and 12th with 57 off St . Mary ' s over 4 days (JDP/JEO) , 10 off Holy I sland on 

11th (Elli1) and on 12th, 13 off Hauxley (HRS) and 30 off Cresswel l (TH) . All of those iden

tified were Red-throated. Smaller number s r eported from other r egular areas including the 

bir d seen at Washington last month. On 3r d , however , it was found beneath overhead wires 

and i s now being car ed f or (BU). 

Great Cr est ed Grebe :-
Reported f r om Catcleugh (up to 7), Hallington (up to 3), Colt Crag (1), Seaton Burn (1) 

and Br asside (2) . .Also l off Alnmouth on 12th (ERN) . 

Red- necked Grebe: -
Up to 5 together off Holy Island between 4t h and 19th, ~ of which were displayi ng on 11th 

(ERHjC\v). 10 off Bamburgh on 5th (BRS) . 

Slavonian Grebe :-
8 off Bamburgh on 5th but only 2 on 11th (BRS) . 

Little Gr ebe :-
Br eeding pairs wel l established throughout S. Northuoberl and by l~th , being present on at 

l east 11 waters and also at Washi ngton (GU et al) . 

Manx Shearwater:-
1 N. off St . Mary' s on 12th (JDP) , 2 N. off Hauxley on 26th (HRS) and on 29th, 4 N. off 

Hauxley e~d 3 N. off Whitburn (HRS/BU) . 
l . 



Fulmar:-
Moving N. on sever al days, being mos t numerous on 6th ( 42 in 30 minutes off St. Mary' s ), on 
12th (lOO per hour off Hauxley) , and on 26th (St. Mury' s , Hauxley and Annstead, wher e off 
the l atter they r eached at peok of over 300 per hour). Singl e 'blue ' birds wer e noted off 
Holy Island on 19th (Eill1) and Annstead on 26th (BRS) whilst a norBal bird flew N. low over 
Denton Burn on 25th (BG). 

Gannet:-
Moving N. on several days and at a peok on 6th (96 n. off St. Vmry' s in 30 mi nutes ), on 26th 
( 60- 70 per hour N. off St. Mary' s , Hauxley and Annstead) and on 29t h (60 N. off Hauxley 
i n 30 minutes ). 

Cormorant:-
A most unusual r ecord of 6 at Seaton Burn on 25th (CED). 

Heron:-
Reported -singly from 16 localities throughout month and 3 together at Grindon on 4th and 
12th (JDP/GU et al). A suggestion of coastal passage on 11th/12t h . 

Mallard:-
80 on the sea off Cresswell on 4th was the largest flock r eported. Up to 20 at most of the 
other r egular haunts (ERM/CH et · al). 

Teal:-
Spring passage particularly marked during firs t 2 weeks . 75 at Linton on 4th was the l ar gest 
flock r eported but up to 35 wer e noted ut each of IIoly I s l and, Cresswell, Ellington, Newton 
and Grindon (ERM/ CW e t al) wit h smaller number s el sewhere. 

Garganey:-
Only 2 r ecords : a pair at Holywell on 17th (CED) and a drake at Cresswell on 26th (E. Bird ) . 

Gadwall:-
1 at Alnmouth unt il a t l east 12th (ERM/B & TIT) and l on Holy I s l and on 21s t (MFMM). Both 
f emal es . 

Wigeon: -
Still a f ew in Cresswell/Hauxley ar ea on 22nd - 26th but the l ar ges t counts wer e early in 
t he month with a maximum of lOO at Grindon on 12th (GU), and on 4th, 48 in Cresswell area 
and 20 at Holywell (ERM/CED). 

Pintail:-
3 r ecords ; a pair at S. Lin ton on 4th (Elli~/CW) and a pair on Holy I s l and on 19th and 29th 
(M.F .M.M.) 

Shovel er:-
Spring passage mixed with the arrival of breeding birds continued throughout April. Reported 
from 16 differ ent wat ers mainly near the coast but ol so inland as f ar as Capheaton (l on 8th) , 
Hallington (4 on lOth ) and Grindon (2 from 19th- 29th). 9 a t Gosforth on 7th was the lar
ges t party (ERM) but up to 8 noted at Holywell (CED e t u.l) and 6 wer e a t Waohington on 20th 
(BU). 

Scaup:-
A duck a t Warkworth on 2nd (B & TH) and another at Alnmouth from 2nd - 12th (ERM). A drake 
in Gooforth Purk on 5th ( SJH), o. duck a t South Shields Park on 15th (Rl~) and 2 drakes at 
Cresswell on 25th/26th (JEO). 

Tufted Duck: -
Counts in excess of 40 were r eceived from Holywell (61 on 3rd), Hartburn (42 on 3rd) and 
Gosforth (64 on 13th ). Reported from 19 other wat er s and gener ally decreasing as month 
progressed. 

Pocherd:-
20 a t Gosforth on 7th was by far the largest gathering reported (ERM). 

Goldeneye:-
Sti ll some comparatively large counts with 17 at Derwent Reservoir on 2nd (R}T) , 22 in Budl e 
Bay from 5th - 12th (BRS), 22 at Capheaton on 8th and 31 at Hallington on lOth (ERM) but 
a di s tinct decr ease toward end of month on mos t wa t ers. 

Long-tailed Duck:-
30 off Bamburgh on 5th (BRS) and 5 off Holy I sland on llth (ERM/CW). 

2. 



Velvet Scoter: -
Up to 3 off Hauxley beh.men 4th - 22nd (IllS) and 3 off Bud l e Point on 5th (BRG) . 3 N. off 

Cresswell on 12th (TH). 

Conunon Scoter : -
100 - 150 off iunbl e on 9th (TH) •. 

Ei der: -
Flocks of up to 300 still present off- shore N. of Crcsswel l in mid-month. 

Red- breasted Merganser : -
Partieo of up to 4 noted off St . Mnry' s , Hnuxley, lUnnouth nnd Holy Islcmd. ..il. pair inland 

on Derwent Reservoir on 2nd (ruT) . 

Goosander: -
~ few noted back in the breeding areas on the River Coque t as early as lot (ERM). Still 19 

at Whittle Dene on 6t h nnd 18 at Derwont Reser voir on 2nd (E~1/RN) . Also 9 f l ewS. over 

Stocksfield on 4th (LG) . Other inland haunt s held no more than 3 birds. 

Shelduck: -
92 in Budle Bay on 18th (BRS) . Breedi ng pairs were counted at Hnuxl ey (3), Cresswell (8) 

and Coquet Estucry (6) . 1 at Hol~vell Ponds on 22nd (CED) . 

Gr ey Lng Goose: -
77 at Budle Bay on 12th had r educed to 53 by 18th (B~S). Single birds wer e noted at · 

Holywell on 3rd/4th (JEO et al) and Br asside on 17th (BVm) . 

Pink-footed Goose :-
2 at Holywel l on 3rd/4th (JDP et al). 

Canada Goooe: -
1 on the River Coque t at Wnrkworth until at l eas t 12th (B & TH et Rl). Up to 9 noted from 

Swecthope/Hal lington area (B & ME et al ) . 

Mute Swan:-
20 at Alnnouth on 12th (ERM) and 45 at Berwi ck on 29th (TCS) . 

Whooper Swan:-
A gener al depP~ture after about 12th continuing until end of month . Lar gest counts wer e 

made a t Capheaton (14 on 3rd) , Holywell (19 on 3rd), Grindon (13 on ~th and 12th) end 

Ashington (16 on 3rd ). Reported from 7 other waters in parties of up to 7. 

Common Buzzard :-
1 near 1Uwinton on 25th (RN) and a possible over Gooforth Purk on 5th (MRS) . 

Sparro\v Hawk: -
it probabl e passage bird in Bud1e Bay on 18th (BRS) . 

Goshawk: -
An escnped bird trailing jesses over Belford Hoor on 11th (ERM/CW) . 

Mer lin: -
1 near Blyth on 3rd (per CED) , 1 on Holy I s l ru1d on 22nd (MFMM) and 1 at Hauxl oy on 26th 

(HRS ). 
Red-legged Partridge: -
1 at \oJar enford on 25th (IBA) . 

\oJater Rail:-
1 in Gosforth Park on 7th (ERM), 2 at Bamburgh on 11th (BRS) and 1 at Cresswel l on 16th (TH) . 

Coot : -
On 3rd , 112 at Ho lywell and 128 at Seaton Burn with 97 at Brooml ee next day (JDP). 

Oystercatcher :-
Up to 3 at Holywell until 19th (S~ti et al) cilld 2 at Seaton Burn on 18th (CED) . 

Ringed Plover :-
Parties of up to 20 noted at 3 pl aces on coas t and a passage bird inland at Ho lywell on 

17th ( CED). 

Little Ringed Plover :-
On 18t h , l had r eturned to the site where t hey successfully nested in 1968 and r e- appeared 

but wer e discouraged by excessive disturbance in 1969 (CED/IHA) . 
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Grey Pl over:-
1 on Fenhao Flats on 18th/19th and 2 on Coquet Eotuary on 25th (ERM/CW) . 

Golden Plover:-
Still 100 near Grindon Lough on 24th (IRA). 

Tur nstone: -
178 at St . Hary ' s on lOt h ( JDP) , 50 at Hol y Isl and on 19 \ '1 (ERM) and 100+ on the Far nes on 
25th (IHA) . 

Common Snipe: -
30 at Druridge on lOth (TH) was the lar gest gathering r eported . 

Woodcock: -
Singl e passage birdo no t ed at Banburgh on 12th (BRS) and Hol y Island on 18th (MFMM) . 
Curlew: -
50+ on Hol y Island on 18th (ERM) . 
Whimbrel: -
Singles f l ew N. over Hauxley ~n 13th and 29th (HRS) and 1 near S. Linton on 30th (cw) . 
Bar - tailed Godwit: -
25 on Hol y Isl and on 11th (ERM) and 1 at Cr esswell Pond on 18th/19th (TH). 

Bleck- tailed Godwit: -
6 at Cresswell Pond on 18th (TH) and 1 on Holy Isl and on 29th (MFMM) . 
Green Sandpiper: -
1 at Banburgh on 12th and 18th (BRS) . 

Wood 0andpiper: -
l near South Linton on 30th and possibly the sane bird at Cresswcll shortly afterwards (cw). 
Common Sandpi per:-
First r ecorded on 18th when·ones and twos were noted at Molesdon, WYlan, Lnngl eeford and 
Ellington. hpperently wel l established in the Cheviots and Staward by 25th/26th. 
Redshenk:-
Evidence of Spring passage throughout oonth with a DP~imuo·of 72 at Hauxley on 4th, 127 in 
Budle Bay and 60 at Beal on 18th, 180 at Washington on 20th , 120 off Hartley on 24th and 
80 in Coquet Estuary on 25th. 

Spotted Redshank: -
1 a t Bamburgh until 18th (BRS) end 1 near Beal on 18th/19th (ERH/ CW) . 

Greenshank: -
1 on Holy Island on 17th (I-1FMH) , 1 at Hauxley on 26th (HH.s) and 1 at Bothal on 25th (BMn/CW) . 
Knot:-
lOO off Hauxley on 11th (IffiS), 100 on Holy Isl[!Ild on 19th (ERM) and 150 at See.ton Sluice on 
24th (ABl). 

Purple Sandpipcr: -
50 at St . Mary ' s on 14th (GU), 102 nt Bamburgh (BRS) and 25 at Holy Island on 19th, 40 at 
Hauxley on 24th (HRS) and 100+ on the Fnrnes on 25th (TILl ) . 

Dunlin: -
·400 in Budle Bay on 12th (BRS), 300 on Holy Island on 11th (ERM), 100 near Beal on 18th and 
50/60 at Cresswell on 25th (JEO) . 

Sanderling: -
1\ max. of 85 at St . Mary' s on lOth (JDP) and 65 on Holy Island on 19th (Elm) . 
Ruff: -
Between 5 and 7 at Benburgh until 12th (BRS) . 
19th (HRS) and l nt Swallow Pond on 30th ( C\o/). 

J\rctic Skua : -

1 at Cresswell on 18th (TH), 1 at Hauxley on 

1 chasing a Kittiwake off Seuton Sluice on 29th (B & ME) . 
Great Skue.: -
A mos t unusual r ecord of 2 N. off Hnuxley on 29th (HRS). 
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Lesser Black- backed Gull:-
Small nuoberu noted throughout area all month but a ver y heavy N. movement on 25th/26th when 

33 off Hauxley in half- an- hour and 480 off Annstead in l hour . Flock of 40 at Grindon on 

19th (RG/EL) . 

Common Gull: -
Flocks of up to 600 noted at several places unti l 17th ~1nd a N. movement of immatures off 

Seaton Sluice on 24th (ERN/ABl et al). 

Glaucous Gul l: -
On 6th , 2 N. off St . Mary ' s (JDP), on llth and again on 26th. 
18th l at Washington (RN/BU), and on 25th, l N. off Alnnouth. 
with a max. of 4 on 5th (HRS) e~d 3 at Hol ywell on 12th (ABl). 

Icel and Gull :-

l N. off .~stead (BRS), on 
Present at Hauxl ey al l month 

The wintering adult was l ast seen at Newcastle Quays i de on lOth (BMn) . 

Kittiwake :-
Heavy N. passage noted off Holy I~land, Bnmburgh, Hauxl ey and St. Y~ry's ar ea on ~th - 7th 

and 25th - 29th with counts of up to 1000 per hour. 

"Commic" Tern: -
First noted on 20th when l N. off Cr es swell (TH) . 30 1{. off Seaton Sluice on 2~th (ABl) and 

6 N. off Hauxl ey next day . 1~ Connon Tern off Holy I s l and on 27th (MFMM) . 

Little Tern: -
3 N. off Seaton Sluice on 27th (B & J.1E) . 

Sandwi ch Tern:-
3 N. off St. Mery's on 3r d (JDP) was only the second r ecor d of t he Spring . Ther eaft er 

became i ncr easi ngly common moving N. offshore , reaching a maximum of lOO per hour off 

Whitley Bay on 23r d (B & ME et al) 3000+ on Farnes by 25th but no other species present 

(IHil.) ~ 

Little Auk:-
1 found alive a t Seaton Del uval on 4th but l at er died (per CED) . 

Tawny Owl: -
1~. very grey bird on Holy I s lnnd on 19th (EID-1/CW) seems to be only the thir d r ecord for the 

I s l und . 

Short- eared Owl :-
Pair at Alwinton on 25th (RN) . 

Great Spotted Woodpecker : -
On 18th, 1 watched heading out to sea from Bamburgh (BRS) . 

Shore Lark: -
Last noted at Whitburn on 13th when 12 were present (BU) . 

Swallow: -
Firs t noted on 14th with 1 at Stocksfield (LG) . 
at Hartley and by 18th they were moving N. at 30 
t hroughout area but stil l quite scarce by end of 

House Mar tin: -

~\nether was seen ther e on 17th when 1 wns 
per hour at ~1mburgh . Ther eaft er r ecorded 
month. 

First noted on 19th when 1 at Seahouses (ful./RliK) and 5 in Gosforth Park (SJH) . Next day 1 

a t Ellington (TH) and on 25th 1 at Bamburgh (BRS) and 2 at St awar d (JDP) . No other records. 

Sand Martin : -
First noted on 15th when 3 were seen a t Holywell (CED) subsequentl y became incr easingl y 

r egular throughout Northumberl<nd . By 18th they were moving N. at 90 per hour at Bamburgh 

and on 23rd/24th, 100+ at Felton (TH) and 150 at Gosforth Park (BG) . 

Hooded Cr ow: -
3 at Bamburgh on 5th (BRS) , 1 at .1\oble on lOth and 1 on Holy I slnnd on 11th (B & TH) . 

Fieldfe.re : -
Still plentiful at end of month, particularl y inland . Larger flocks were 300 near Meldon on 

12th and Stannington on 21st, (JKJ/KGD) , 200 at each of Scots Gap and Longfr amlington on 

l st , Baoburgh on 12th , Stocksfiel d on 16th and Rudchester on 23rd. lOO a t Kibbleswor th on 

22nd - 29th and Stocksfield on 30th. 



Redwing:-
Never many April r ecords and this year no exception. l at Bambur gh on 12th - 19th (BRS) , 4 
in Newcastle on 14th (MRS) and 3 on Holy Island on 18t h (1'1FMM et al). 

Ring Ouzel:-
Apparently established i n Upper Coquet dale and All endal e early in mont h (ERM/RG/WB). 

\-Jheatear:-
Not r eall y r egular until after about 9th when they becaoe mor e numerous both inland and at 
t he coast. Coast al passage was most s i gnificant on 11th/12th and 18th/19th when up to 20 
were at Holy I s land , Bamburgh and Hauxley . 

Redstart:-
The first was l on Holy Island on 23r d/24t h (MFMM) then l at Cresswell on 25th. (cw). No 
other r ecord s . 

Black Redstart :-
1 at Hauxl ey on 13th (HRS). 

Gr asshopper Warbl er:-
Firs t noted on 23r d/24t h when l at Hauxl ey (HRS). Next day 3 at Brunburgh but no more 
r ecords. 

Blackcap:-
1 at Cresswell on 15th - the first (TH) . On 18th, 1 on Holy I s i and (EID1 et al ) and on 21st 
l at Felton (TH) . On 24t h/25th , 2 at Hauxley (HRS) ~illd l at s. Linton (cw). l in South 
Shields on 30th (R1JC) . 

Will ow Warbler: -
A very early bird at Steward on 4th (JDP?, but no nore records until main arrival on 18th 
when they wer e noted t hroughout Northunberland and N; Durham. MBny subsequen t records. 

Chiffche.ff: -
1 at Bamburgh on ll th and l . at Hauxley ·on 12th. A few a.rri ved with Willow ltlarbler s on 18th 
and 3 out of 6 on Holy I s l and wer e noti ceably l ar ge and quite grey. Wi despr ead ther eaft er · 
but still scarce . 

Goldcr est:-
A light f all noted at Banbur gh nnd Hauxley on ll t h/l2th and again on 18th when there were · 
a l so 20 on Hol y I s l and ( IrRS/BRS et al). 

Spotted Flycatcher:- . 
l a t Dent on Burn on 30th (BG) was t he only r ecord. 

Mea.dow Pipit : -
Movi ng N. over Bal'lburgh and Hauxley on llth in noder at e numbers . A very heavy N. passage 
noted all along coast and even as f ar inland as Denton Burn on 18th, with a 1 - 2000 over 
Holy Island , and 300 per hour over Bt®burgh. 

Tr ee Pi pit: -
Only l r ecor d: 3 at Bamburgh on 18th (BRS). 

White Wagtail:-
Ones end twos no ted both at coast and inland as f ar as Seat on Burn and Cramlington throughout 
the oont h . 

Yellow Wagt ail:-
3 at Washingt on on 
Holy I sl8nd (ERM). 
at South Linton. 

18th ,.,er e the first (BU) nnd next day 12 at Holywell (S.JH/CED) and l on 
By 24th, 30 at Swa llow Pond s (GU) and on 30th , 33 ~t Cresswell and 19 

Blue- headed \vagt ail :-
A mal e trapped at Bamburgh on 25th (BliS) and l at Sheepwash on 26th (BMn). 

Great Gr ey Shrike: -
1 at Rothbury on l st (ERM) and on 18th ne<!r Greenlee Lough l (BMn). 

Brambling: -
Lat e singles at Hauxley on ll th (HB.S) , and Hol y Island and Bnmburgh on l8th (EBM/ BRS). 

Corn Bunti ng:-
A r oos t of 35 in Gosforth Park on 7th (ERM). 
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LIST OF CONTRI BUTORS 

R. Adams . J . K. Jefferey . 

R. ll.tkinson . E. Lobley . 

I. H. Aros trong. B. M~rtin . 

T. R. Birkhead . E. R. Meek . 

A. Bl ackett . L. J. Mil ton. 

w. Bre.dy. M. F. M. 11ieklejohn. 

K. Duren. R. Nornan. 

c. E. Douglas . J . E. Orton . 

B & M. Etherington . J . D. Parrack . 

B. Galloway . M. R. Sr:1ith. 

L. Gray. T. c. Smith. 

R. Grey. R. c. Taylor. 

B & T. Hallan. G. Up t on . 

Bamburgh and Hauxl ey Ringing Stations . B. Umvin. 

s. J . Hings ton . c. Ward . 

All record n for May to Bryan Galloway, ll5 Southway , S. H. Denton , Newcastle !-lE 15 7 RD 

by 8th June please . 

FIELD TRIP T 0 F ;;. RN E I S L A N D S. 

smml ... Y, 21st JUUE 1970. 

Transport for this trip will be by car l eaving IIancock Museum nt 8 .15 . a . m. so that cost 

of trensportm Seahouses will sioply be a part uhar e in t he petrol cost . The boat trip 

will cost 15s . Od . which will be r equired as a deposit with your booking . The boat 

wil l l eave et lO . a . m. and do a round of the outer islands l anding on Staple Island for 

about i hour . We will then pr oceed to Inner Farne wher e we will be l eft for a con

sider able period (either 2! or 4 hours dependi ng on weather conditions) . Bookings for 

this trip close on Friday, 5th June , 1970. 

F I E L D T R I P T 0 THE B AS S R 0 C K. 

SUND.AY, 12TH JULY, 1970 . 

Bookings for this trip will be limit ed to 24. Transport wi ll again be by car l enving 

the Hancock MuGeum a t 8 . 15. a . m. and 9 . 15 . a . m. Ther e will be two boat trips each of 12 

people one l eaving North Berwick at ll . a . m. and r eturning a t 4 . p . n . and one l ee.ving at 

12 noon P~d r eturning at 5 . p. m. The cost of the boat will be l 4s . Od. per head. 

Bookings for t hi s trip toget her with 14s . Od . deposit shoul d be sent to me by Friday , 

12th June , 1970 so that travel l ing arrangements can be announced in the next bulletin. 

ERIC R. MEEK, 5 ELM ROJ.D , CHEVIOT VI EV/, PONTELJJID , NEWC,\.STLE UPON TYNE. 





, . T Y NES ID E B I RD C L UB 

MAY 1970 BULLE'l'IN. 

SUMMARY. 

Quite a spectacul ar month and pr obably the best May on r ecord for migrants , particul arly 
the more uncommon species . 

The weather throughout the month was dominated by high pr essure areas either extending S.W. 
from Scandenavia or N. f r om the Mediter ranean Countr ies and except for a spell of west er
lies between 20th - 27th and again on 31st , winds pr evailed from an easterly quarter 
throughout . 

On 1st - 3rd with High over 8candanavia joining with a Hi gh over Spain a heavy fal l of 
Willow Warblers occurred as a cloud front extended N - S over the North Sea. Most were 
' lar ge ' birds suggesti ng a N. destination and 1 showed character istics of ' acredula ' . A 
Little Egret al so appeared . 

The Scandanavian High per sisted until 16t h but as a low centre pushed slowly N.E. f r om 
Biscay the wind f r eshened f r om the E. and cloud cover i ncreased . From 4th onwards typical 
N. Eur opean migrants became increasingly common al ong the coast . The peak occurred on 
9th/10th by which time Hobby, Wrynecks , Black Redstart s, Lesser Whi tethroats, Red- br easted 
Flycatcher, Water Pipit and Scarl et Grosbeak had been recorded as well as the more regular 
waders and passerines . 

Except f or 2 Bluethroats on 11th the flow seemed to have halted as the Low was now centr ed 
over Germany but a High ridge extending N. from Italy from 12th - 14th might have been 
responsible for the Bl uethroats, Barr ed Warbler , Red- backed Shrikes , Woodchat, Lapl and 
Bunting and more Black Redstarts . 

High centres over Scandanavia and the Azores linked by a ridge over Britain brought a fur 
ther flmv of migrants on 16th/17th, mainly \Villow Warbl ers . The Westerlies from 20th 
onwards prevented further passerine falls but a heavy passage of Ringed Plover was noted as 
well as an infl ux of Little Gulls and some moderate sea bird movement. 

A lull i n the strong westerl ies as a r idge extended N. E. over Britain to Scandanavia from 
26th - 30th brought a heavy fall of Sedge and Willow Warblers, Spotted Flycatchers and an 
Icterine. Westerlies returned on 31st . 

Other unusual species reported during month included Bl ue Winged Teal, Snow Goose, 
Albatross, Osprey, Grey Phalarope , Iceland Gull, Shore Lark and Grey Headed Wagtail as well 
as possible Spoonbill and Savi's Warbler . 

June has brought Avocet, \thiskered Tern and another breeding r ecord of Little Ringed Plover 
but detail s will be reser ved until the next bulletin. 

CLASSIFIED LIST. 

Diver : Recorded only at Hauxley and seen on 7 days with a maximum of 12 N. in ! hour on 
24th (FIRS) . 

Great Crested Grebe: Up to 5 at Hallington but only 1 present on 28th (CMA/ERM) 

Red-necked Grebe: 2 off Holy Island on 7th and stil l 1 on lOth (~~) 
Little Grebe : Present on many waters . 8 at Capheaton seemed to be largest count (CMA et 
al) . 

/Albatross : 1 flyi ng N. off St. Mary's on 7th was almost certainly a Black Browed (JDP) . If 
confirmed this will be the first record for Northumberland although several other unid
entified birds have been seen .:7 

Manx Shearwater: Between 23rd - 31st, 43 Flew N. off Hauxley (FIRS), 5 N. off Seaton Sluice 
( GU) and 3S . off \Yhi tburn (per BU) . 

Fulmar: Moving N. off St . rfury ' s at 80 per hour on 7th (JDP) and up to 70 per hour off 
Hauxley on 7th, lOth and 24th (HRS). 1 



Gannet: 160 per hour N. off St . Mary ' s on 7th (JDP), 130 per hour N. off Hauxley on lOth 
and 50 per hour N. there on 23rd/24th (HRS) . 

Heron: With the excepti on of up to 4 in the Bamburgh/Budle Bay area on 2nd - 25th (BRS) 
all records were of ones and t\vos \vell inland . 

Little Egret: Fir st seen at Budle Bay on 3rd a single bird spent at least a week in the 
area being last reported at Fenham Mil l on lOth (IFU\jMFMMjBRS et al) . This is only the 
second r ecord for Northumber land . 

/Spoonbil l: 1 flying N. over Washington Ponds on 31st was reported as only third hand by 
B.U. Notes have been supplied but more detail s wil l be necessary for the record to be 
accepted .J 

Mallard: 46 at Gosforth on 12th was largest count (SJH) . Many broods reported f r om all 
over Northumberland . 

/Qlue Winged Teal : Ful l notes obtained on drake 
Cresswell on 4th June (MTR). The possibility of 
out but if acce~ed by the Rarities Committee it 
Northumberland ._:! 

a t Low Newton on 30th and l ater at 
an escape from captivity cannot be r uled 
will be the second record for 

Garganey: 1 at Gosforth on 17th (SJH), a pair at Cr esswell on 19th (MTR) and l at 
Washington from 28th until 2nd June (SJH/BU), 

Gadwall: 2 at Cresswell on 9th (LGM/ERM) , l at Br enkley on 17th (KGDjMH), and 2 at Low 
Newton on 30th/31st (MTR). 

Wigeon: Stragglers were noted at Cresswell (1 - 3 on 2nd - 11th) Linton (2 on 12th) and 
Budle Bay (up to 4 f rom 16th - 31st) . 

Pi ntai l: 2 at Grindon on 16t h (LGM). 

Shoveler: Continued to move through uhtil late in month with as many as 17 in Gosfort h 
Park on 12th and still 8 on 17th (SJH) . Up to 6 noted at 8 other waters. 

Tufted Duck: 52 at Gosforth on 14th (S~I) was by far the l ar gest count . 

Pochard: Still 33 at Gosforth on 14th (SJH). Bothal was only other place where they wer e 
seen with up to 3 between 14th - 26th (MTR/MH) . 

Goldeneye: l at Holywell on 2nd ( CED) , 1 at Amble on 12th ( Gr1A) and 3 in Bud l e Bay on 
lOth (BRS). 

Long- tailed Duck: 1 off Holy Island on 7th (MFMM). 

Common Seater: 12 off Cresswell on 2nd (JA.McC) and 6 off Bamburgh on 24th (BRS) . 

Red- breasted Merganser : Noted only off Hauxley with up to 3 be tween 2nd and 25th (HRS) . 

Goosander: Reported i n breeding areas at Catcleugh, Langleeford , N. Tyne and Staward 
during month. 

Shelduck: Maximum of 95 in Budle Bay on 24th (BRS) . Off Hauxley, 13N on 22nd and 8 N. on 
24th (HRS) . 2 at Holywell on lOth - 16th (CED). 

Grey Lag Goose : 1 on Holy Island on 1st and 8th (MFMM) , 1 at Fontburn on 3rd (CED), 1 N. 
off Cresswell on 19th (TH) and 1 at Grindon on 28th - 30th (MRS/JA.McC) . 

Pink Footed Goose: The tame Cresswell bird still present and f l ying freely on 29th (ERM) . 

L:Snow Goose: Full notes obtained on an adult flying N. off Seaton Sluice on 28th (GB) .:] 

Barnacle Goose: 1 still at Sweethope Lough on 24th (B & ME). 

Canada Goose : 26 at Sweethope on 24th (B & ME) and 2 at Washington on 30th (BU) . 6 plus 
a pair witb 4 young at Hallington on 19th (RG/Vffi/EL) . 

Whooper Swan: 4 at Colt Crag on 3rd (RN) . 

Sparrow Hawk: 2 reported from inland sites . At t he coast single passage birds were seen 
at Bamburgh on 9th , Holy Island on lst (MFMM) and Cresswell on 22nd (TH) . 

Ospret : 3 birds seen: 1 at H01ywe11 from 16th - 19th (B & ME/MN), 1 in Hulne Park on 
16thCM1~ et al) and 1 near llaltwhistle on 23rd (D . Allen) . 
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Hobby: A very tired bird on Holy I s land on 8th (MFMM). 

Peregrine: A bird trailing j esses at Cresswell on 27th was thought to be of this species 
(per TH). 

Merlin: Only l passage bird: a male at Bamburgh on 3rd (BRS) . 

Coot: On 22nd, 60 at Holywell and 64 at Capheaton (c~~) and 54 at Washington on 27th (BU). 
1 seen t o drown a Carrion Crow in Gosforth Park on 17th ( ABl). 

Oystercatcher: Up to 6 at Holywell until 16th (CED et al) and still a flock of 55 near 
Hauxley on 30th (HRS). 

Ringed Plover: Passage took place throughout month, with a distinct peak during fourth week. 
40 at Cresswell Pond on 19th (TH/MTR), 252 in Budle Bay (BRS) and 33 at Washington (per BU) 
on 25th and 10 at Wallsend Swallow on 26th (JDP). Away from breeding sites, also occurred 
inland a t Cramlington, Holywell and Seaton Burn. 

Grey Plover: At least 8 at Fenham Mill on 6th - 12th (~ru/CMA) and 1 at Ifuuxley on 9th 
(HRS). l at Washington on 29th (SJH). 

Turnstone: l at Holywell on 9th and 2 on lOth (CED) and still 85 at Annstead on 9th (BRS). 

Whimbrel: Between 1 and 4 at Hauxley from lst - 13th (BMnjHRS), 1 in Budl e Bay on 6th (BRS) 
3 on Hol y Island on lOth and 2 on 11th (MFMM) and 2 N. off St . Mary ' s on 14th (JDP). 

Black-tailed Godwi t : l at \vashington f rom lOth - 23rd (ERM/RN/BU). 

Bar-tailed Godwit: Only 2 r ecor ds; 1 at Hauxley on lOth (HRS) and 1 in Budle Bay on 16th 
(BRS). 

Green Sandpiper: l - 2 at Hauxley from 7th - 9th (HRS) . l on Holy I s land on 8th (MFMM). 

Wood Sandpiper: 1 on Holy I s land on 8t h (MFMM), 1 at Hauxley on 8th - lOth (IffiS), 1 at 
Cresswell on 9th (LGM) and at Washington 2 from 9th - 20th with 7 on 11th (RN et al). l at 
Killingworth on 23rd (GB) . 

Common Sandpi per: Coastal passage in evidence from 2nd - 11th with up to 3 at Holy Island, 
Hauxley , Cresswell et c . 

Spotted Redshank: l at Washington from 4th - 6th and another there on 20th (BU). 

Gr eenshank: 1 in Budle Bay on 2nd - 25th (BRS), 1 at Holywell on 22nd (MN) and 1 a t 
\vashington on 9th - lOth (RN/ERM). 

Knot: Only 2 recor ds; 13 at Hauxley on 2nd and 2 there on 24th (HRS). 

Purple Sandpiper: 6 at Hauxl ey on 7th (IIRS), 5 on Holy Island on 9th (MFMM) and 6 at Seaton 
Sluice on 25th (GU) . 

Little Stint : 1 at Cresswell from 15th - 18th (MN/TH) and l at Washington on 20th (RN) . 

Dunlin: 30 at Cresswell on 19th was by f ar largest group r eported (MTR). 7 wer e well in
land at Broomlee Lough on 27th (MR) . 

Curlew Sandpiper: A bird still in Winter plumage near Hauxley on 9th (MTR) . Not often 
noted in Spring. 

Sanderling: Still 97 on Holy Isl and on 4th (MFMM) and 22 at Hauxley on 7th (HRS) . 

Ruff: l a t Washingt on from llth - 25th (RN/BU). 

Gr 8y Phalarope : A very unusual record of l on Holy Island on 8th (per ~1) 

Common Gull : A pair with a nest and 3 eggs in the southern half of Northumberl and on 23rd . 
Ther e are very few r ecords of nesting Common Gulls for the county. 

Glaucous Gull : Still quite plentiful with 2 at Hauxley on 2nd and 1 on 31st (HRS), 1 at 
Cresswell on 2nd (JA.McC), l at Druridge on 9th (LGM), l at Washington f rom 5th - 13th 
(BU et al) and l at 1mnstead on 31st (BRS). llil wer e immatures . 

Iceland Gull: A second year bird with the Glaucous at \-lashington from lOth - 13th (BU) and 
a probable at Hauxl ey on 16th (HRS) . 

Littl e Gull: At Holy Island Lough 2 on 17th, 5 on 24th and 6 on 30th (BRS) . At Cresswell 
1 on 28th/29th (TH/ERM). 1lil were immatures . 
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Kittiwake : N. passage of up to 350/hr . no t ed at Hauxley and Cresswell on 5 dates between l Oth and 31st incl usive . 
Black Tern: 1 at Holywell on 6th and 17th (CED/MN) . 
Ter ns (sp): Moving N. off Hauxley at 150/hr . on 24th (HRS). 
Common/l~ctic/Roseate : All reported by mi d month off the coast . 
Litt le Tern: l - 2 at Cr esswell on 2nd - 3rd (AB/J & ill1cC) , 1 at Holy Island on 16th (JKJ) 1 in Budle Bay on 24th- 31st (BRS) , 3 at Seaton Sluice on 27th (RFJ), 1 at Newton on 31st (MTR) . 

Razor bil l Guillemot: Some heavy N. movements off Hauxley with 200 - 250/hr. on l Oth , 23rd and 24t h HRS) . 

Turtle Dove: 2 at Bamburgh on 25th (BRS) and 2 at Washington on 28th (per BU) . 
Collared Dove : Very prominent on coastal passage at beginning of month as birds wer e seen arriving f r om E. Up to 4 daily on Hol y Island between 3rd ~ 16th (MFMM/JKJ), up to 7 at Bamburgh between 1s t - 3r d (BRS), 1 0 2 at Hauxley on 9th and 24th (HRS) and up to 6 at Priors Park between 4th - 7th (KGD/MH) . 70 at Earsdon on 28th . 
Cuckoo: 1 at Simonside on 1st (GU) after which ther e was an abundance of r ecor ds from all over the county. 

Shor t - eared Owl : 1 at Bambur gh on 24th - the only record (BRS) . 
Long- eared Owl : 1 on Holy Island on 4th (MJl1M) . 
Swift: The first of the Spring were l on Holy Island on 4th followed by 1 at Kenton Bar on 5th (BMn) - some 10 days late . By 9th there were several at Holywell and next day they wer e seen at Gosf orth, Derwent Reservoir and Staward . From 13th onwards they became incr easingly common over breeding areas throughout Northumberland . 
Nightjar: 1 singing in Northumber land Park, North Shields on 17th/18t h (MC) . 
Great Spotted Woodpecker : i.t l east l on Holy Islo.nd f r om 4th - 8th (HF!VIH) . 
\.Jryneck: More than are seen in most Autumns . l at Priors Park on 4th (KGD), up to 4 at Hauxley between 7th - 11th (HRS) , 1 at South Shields on 8th (R1:1.), l at Sea ton Delaval on 14th (1~) and 1 on Holy Island on 24th (JMB/MB) . 
Shore Lark: A l ate r ecor d of 7 at Hauxley on 3rd - 5th (HRS) . 
Hirundines: .All 3 species were noted moving steadil y N. through both count i es throughout month. House Martins seemed particularly prominent toward s end when ther e wer e 80 in a mixed flock over Gosforth Park on 29th (GB) . 
Fi eldf are : Quite prominent at coast until 17th. Mos t common on Holy Island where there wer e 30 on 9th, 50 on 12th and 25 on 16th (MFMM/JKJ) . Up to 9 r eported almost daily from 5 ot her poi nts down the coast and l inland at Wark on 16th (LGM et al) . 
Redwing: 3 l at e bir ds on Holy Island on lOth (RA/Ri.K). 
Ring Ouzel: Passage birds noted at Holy Islru1d (1 on 1st, 2 on 5th and 1 on 6th), Hauxley (1 on 2nd) and Bamburgh (1 on 16th and 2 on 17th) . 
Bl ackbird : 2 young r ear ed from a "nest box" in Kenton by 17th (MRS) . 
\olheatear : Very conspicuous at the coast during first half of month. 30 on Holy Island on 5th (~1) and lOO t here by 16th. 10 - 20 in both Bamburgh and Hauxl ey areas between 2nd -11th. 1 of the Greenland Race a t Seaton Del aval on 14th (1\B ) . 
Stonechat : A pair fledged young from a nest near Hauxl ey (HRS). 
Whinchat: First noted on 3rd when s ingl es wer e at both Cr esswel l (1\D) and Hauxley (HRS) . Next day 2 at Cleadon (per BU) and 2 on Holy Island and thereafter became increasingly common all along coast but only in small numbers . 30/40 on Holy Island on 16th was by far the l ar gest count (JKJ et al) . 
Redstart: Noted amongst the influx of continental birds at beginning of month but only in small numbers . Between 1s t - 16th up t o 13 on Holy Island (R,1/RJiK) up to 7 at Bambur gh (DRS ), up to 3 at Hauxl ey and in ones and t wos at Seaton Del aval , Whitley Bay and Marsden . 
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Black Redstart: iill unusual number of r ecor ds f or the time of year . At Holy I sl and 1 on 
5th, 1 on 6th , 2 on lOth, 1 on 11th and 1 on 16th (~~1/JKJ e t al ). On Farnes 6 on 13th 
(BL). ht Hauxley 1 on 9th and another in Amble on 14th (HRS). Druridge 1 15th716th (TH). 

Blue Throat: 2 on Holy Island on 11th (~1M) , and 5 were on the Farnes on 13th (BL). 
Single birds that may have been of this species were r eported by inexperienced observers 
at Holywell on 14th and Cresswell on 16th. 

Robin: Up to 10 almost daily at Holy Island, Bamburgh and Hauxley between 7th - 17th. Most 
\.fer e very pale and judged to be of continental origin. 

Grasshopper Warbler: A spate of r ecor ds from 2nd onward s from both inland (Gosforth Park , 
Cramlinb~on and Ryt on) and the coast (Holy I sland - Cresswell) and perhaps more plentiful 
than is usual. A seemingly heavy influx occurred on 9th/10th when there wer e 12 at 
Bamburgh and up to 20 in the Hauxley ar ea. 1 on the Farnes on 13th (BL). 

/Savi' s Warbl er: A bird heard singing, but not seen , on Holy Island on 4th was thought to 
have been a Savi ' s . Notes have been submitted to B. B. (MFMM) ._7 

Sedge Warbler: 2 wer e heard singing in Gosforth Park on 19th April (SJH) but not recorded 
elsewher e until 1 at Holy I s l and on lst followed by 1 at Bamburgh on 2nd and l at Hauxley 
on 3rd. Ther eafter became incr easi ngly common with distinct influxes on 9th (14 at each of 
Hauxley/Bamburgh ), and 23rd/26th (45 at Bamburgh and 30 at Hauxley) . 

Icterine Warbler: 1 trapped at Bamburgh on 26th (BRS) is first Spring record f or North
umberland . The firs t ever r ecor d of t his species in the county was a bir d shot in Jesmond 
on 20th June 1889 but this should be cl assed a "Sur:uner sighting". 

Blackcap: Prominent , but only in small numbers, on passage at the coast between 2nd and 
25th . Counts vari ed between 1 and 4 at many pl aces between Holy I sland and Mar sden. 
Birds wer e well established i nland by mid month with 10 at Hertford on 16th (ABl) and 
smaller number s in Jesmond Dene, Seat on Delavnl and Gosforth Park. 

Barred Warbler: l singing at Seaton Delaval on 14th was obvi ously part of the influx ·Of 
continental species taking place at that time (ill) . Again this is the fir s t Spring r ecord 
f or Northumberland . 

Garden Warbler: Surprisingly f ew r ecor ds and very l ate . Several at Hartford on 2nd (ABl ) 
were the first of the Spring. Thereafter 1 - 2 noted from only Holy Island, Damburgh, 
Cresswell and Seaton Delaval but a suggesti on of an influx on 26th when 8 at Bamburgh (BRS) . 

Whitethroat: 1 at Ho l ywell on 2nd was first of the Spring (CED) but not really regular 
throughout Northumberland until after 9th/ 10th . It is gratifying to see that ther e are 
obvi ously more than in 1969 but number s ar e still not up to their normal level . 

Lesser Whitethroat : Undoubtedly the bird of the month. It has been an unprecedented 
Spring for this speci es with birds appearing all along the coast . On 1s t, 1 on Holy 
Island (MFMr-1) but no more until 6th when 1 at Tynemouth (KGD/MH) and l on Ho l y Island • By 
9th/10th the movement was at its peak with 30 on Hol y Island, 38 at Dambur gh , 20 at Hauxley, 
10 between Cresswell and Hauxl ey, afld'uP to 4 at 5 other points. Ther eafter numbers slowly 
fell but still 9 on Holy Islend on 17th. Inland 1 - 3 at Seaton Delaval between 7th - 23rd 
(AB), and on 17th, 1 at each of Gosforth Park and Wool er. 

Willow Warbler : 3 distinct influxes noted . On l s t - 3rd up to 110 on Holy I sland and 80 
at Bamburgh and 1 trapped at Hauxley on 3rd (the peak of the passage) , showed distinct 
characteristics of the N. Race (acredula) . On l~th - 16th up to 200 on Holy Island , 16 at 
Bamburgh and 80 in Holywell Dene and on 26th , 50 at Bamburgh. These r ecords were supported 
by observations of small er number s at other points along coast . 

Chiffchaff: Also noted on coastal passage t hroughout month but in l ess spect acular numbers 
than Willow Warbler . The peak occurred on 9th - 11th with 8 - 12 at Hauxley and 10 - 15 
in South Shield s . ~t f e\.,r were al~o noted on Holy Island and Bamburgh and stil l 3 at the 
l atter on 30th . 6 singing males at Hartford on 16th (_~1). 

Wood Warbler: .Lt few noted in the coastal arrivals . At Bamburgh l on 9th , 3 on l Oth and 2 
on 16th (lli!.S). .At Hauxley l on 9th (Hll.S). Singl es also not ed at Holywell (B & ME) and 
Hartford on 16th ( .illl). 

Goldcrest : Up to 8 noted on Holy Island, at Bamburgh, Craster , Hauxley and Whitley Bay 
between 7th - 16th, and 20 in Holywell Dene on 9th (JDP et al). 

Spotted Flycatcher: l at Ryton on 3rd (J & ffi.lcC) and 1 at Seaton Delav<:.l on 7th (AB) . On 
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On 13th, l in Holywell Dene and on 16th, 5 on Holy Island and 1 at Bamburgh but not noted 
with any degree of r egularity until after 23rd/26th when a moderate fall was witnessed at 
Bamburgh (30) with smaller numbers at Hauxley. 

Pied FlZcatcher: First noted on 7th when 1 at Priors Park (KGD/MH) . Next day 4 on Holy 
I sle~d MFMM) and on 9th, 6 at Hauxley a~d 4 at Bamburgh. By lOth, 9 on Holy Island, 2 at 
Craster and new birds were continually appearing at Hauxley and Bamburgh. The peak of the 
movement seemed to be over by 12th but on 16th/17th still 6 on Holy Island (JKJ et al) and 
2 at ~eaten ~elaval on 14th (AB). Breeding bird s had returned to their haunts at Dipton, 
Staward and Langl~eford after 9th/10th. 

Red- breasted Flycatcher: im adult male was pr esent at Hauxley on 7th (HRS) - only the 
eighth Spring record for the county. 

Tree Pipit: On 3rd, 3 at each of Bamburgh and Seaton Delaval and on 3r d - 7th, 1 - 2 on 
Holy Island. On 8th - 11th up to 10 on Holy Island (~I) and liauxley (HHS), 5 at 
Bamburgh (BRS), 1 at Whitl ey Bay (CED) and 2 at Marsden (BU). Also noted inland at 
Simonside (GU) and Gosforth Park (SJH). From 13th - 16th, 1 - 3 at Bamburgh and Hauxley 
and l at the latter on 24th . 

/jater Pipit: Full notes taken on l a t Cresswell on 9th ( C\v) .J 
White 'v:agtail: On 2nd, 2 at l>Jlilstead (BRS) and 4 nt HolY'·Iell ( CED) and 1 at Hauxley next 
day. On 5th, l on Holy Island (MFMM) , on 9th, 1 at Cresswell (LGM) and on 23rd, 1 at 
Holywell ( CED). 

Yellow Wagtail: heported from many areas throughout month . Largest counts were 25 - 30 
at .. ;.nnstead on 2nd/3rd (BRS) and 25 at Swallow on 4th ( GU). 
}Grey Headed WaRtail: 1 seen at Cresswell on 9th (Effi1) and on 19th a bird at Holywell was 
either ashy or Grey Headed (CED/MN).J 
Blue Headed Wagtail: 

Red Backed Shrike: 
on 17th (c;;MjJMB) . 

1 at ~~stead on 2nd/3rd (BRG) and 1 at Cresswell on 9th (ERM). 
li male on Holy Island on 12th and possibly the same bir d there on 17th 
1ilso male on Farnes on 13th (BL). 

/Woodchat Shrike: An adult watchvd for six hours ut Priors Park , Tynemouth on 17th (KGD/MH) 
This will be third r ecord f or t he county.J 

Hawfinch: 1 at Ryton on 7th (J & Rf.1cC) and l f ound dead at Hartford on 30th (ABl). 
Goldfinch: Parties of up to 11 noted from both inland and at the coast. 
Siskin: 1 at Wark on 27th (ERli). 

Scarle t Grosbeak: 11. male trapped and ringed at Bambur gh on 9th (BRS) . 
Crossbill: Family party of 5 near Wark on 28th (Eill1) . 
Br ambling: On Holy Isl and 1 on 3rd and again on 16th (MFMM/JKJ). 1 at Priors Park on 8th 
(MH/KGD). 

Lapland Bunting: .. '1. male on the Farnes on 13th (BL). 
LIST OF CONTRI~UTOrtS 

R. l.dams. R. Atkinson. I. H. llXmstrong. C. M. "!damson. D . .. Ulnn. A Blackett. 
A. Belshaw. M. Bell. J. M. Bayldon. \v. Br ady. G. Brucu. R. D. Bell. F. Colley . 
M. Coates . K. G. Dures . C. E. Douglas . Hauxley and Bamburgh Ringing Stations . 
B & H Etherington. B. G?..lloway. R. Grey. F. G. Grey. B & T. Hallrun . S. J . Hingston . 
J. ~. Jefferey. R. F. Jenkins. E. Lobley . B. Little. B. Martin. E. R. Meek. 
L. G. McFarlanE:: . J & H. HcCutcheon. M. F . M. Jlliekl e john. R. Norman . M. Nattras s . 
J. D. Parrack. M. T. Rigby. M. H.ichardson. 11. H. Smith. T. C. Smith. G. Storey. 
G. Upton. B. Unwin. C. Ward. 

NOTE FROM THE RECORDER:- It is encouraging to see the number of individual contributors 
increasing month by month and May 1970 must have been our best ever in this r espect. It also 
follows that the compiling of r ecords takes longer as the number of contributions increase . 
Thus, to make my job easier I would very much appreciate it if all members would send in 
their records on the Club record forms and it would save time if they wer e cut before 
posting. If you do not huve any forms then let me know but in an emergency , pieces of 
paper 3" wide x 4" deep , to cover each species , would suffice. Keep the date, place and 
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quantity in separate columns and put your name on the bottom4 Thank you . 

All June records to Bryan Galloway, 115 Southway, s.w. Deuton~ Newcastle upon Tyne 
NE 15 7 RD by 9th July please . 

FIELD TRIP TO THE :O.<~.SS ROCK. SUND.t\Y ;L2TH JULY 1970 

Boat l. 

Meeting Hancock Museum at 8 . 15 . a. m~ Leaving North Berwick at ll. a . m. Heturning 4 . p~m. 

E. R. Meek. 
M, Bell. 
J. M. Bayldon (2). 
M' Higby (2). 
c. Ward. 
L. G. McFarlane. 
D. Allen (2). 
G. Clayton. 
L. Gray . 

Boat 2. 

Meeting Hancock Museum at 9 .15.a. m. Leaving North Berwick at 12 noon. Returning a t 5.p.m. 

I . H. •U'mstrong ( 2) . 
J. E. Orton (2). 
B• Etherington (2). 
Mrs. •~ ~ Bryson . 
Miss M. Detchon. 
Miss E. H. Harbottl e . 
R. J enkins . 
Mrs. Y. Templer. 
R. Phillips . 



i . 



.-
.; .. ---

TYNESIDE BIRD 

JUNE BULLETIN 1970 

SUMMARY. 

C L U B 

June was a very warm, dry month and like May was dominated by winds from an easterly 

quarter. 

Apart from low water l evels affecting the nesting success of Great Crested Grebes, most 

species seemed to have enjoyed a successful breeding season during the very settled weather 

conditions. 

With a S.E. airstream covering most of W. Europe from 2nd - lOth rare migrants were still 

appearing in coastal areas . A Whiskered Tern made a brief stop on 7th/8th, an Avocet 

appeared and remained for 16 days and 2 Black Terns \·Tere seen . 

A deep depression to the W. of Britain from 11th - 13th was possible the r eason for the 

appear ance of a few Skuas offshore on 14th but settled weather retur ned until about 24th 

when a Spoonbill was seen and the Avocet disappeared. 

The last few days , with another low pressure centre to the W. of Britain, seemed to bring 

a slight influx of waders, particularly Curlew and Oystercatcher, and a flock of 16 Black 

Tailed Godwits was seen. 

Other interesting species recorded during the month were last month ' s Blue Winged Teal, 

Garganey, breeding success of both Gadwal l and Little Ringed Plover, Ospr ey, Quail, Spotted 

Redshank and a possible Scarlet Grosbeak. 

Classified List . 

Great Crested Grebe: 
Only 1 r ecord of successful br eeding when 3 young were seen at N. Durham site. In 

Northumberland up to 10 at Catcleugh, 2 at Colt Crag and 2 at Whittl e Dene. 

Little Grebe: 
Reported from Colt CrRg, Holywell, Bothal and S. Linton but no doubt present on many more 

waters. 

Manx Shear\vat er: 
20N off vlliitburn in l i hours on 24th (RN) and 10 N off Seaton Sluice on 29th (MN) . 

Gannet: 
Adults and immatur es moving N. off Seaton Sluice and Whitburn on 14th and 17th respectiv

ely (SJH/BU) . 

Heron: 
4 at each of Catcleugh and Tarset on 7th and 14th r espectively (EID1). Singles reported 

from several places. 

Spoonbill: 
1 at Beal Point on 24th (TGR) . This seems to be the 14th Northumberl and r ecord , 9 of which 

have been from the Holy Island ar ea. A detailed description has been received of the bird 

seen at Washington on 31st May. There now seems to be no doubt of its authenticity. 

(A Dunbar, per BU). 

Mallard: 
150 at Gosforth Park on 7th (SJH) was by far the largest flock. Bred successfully at 

Swallow, Upper Coquetdale and liedesdale in good numbers and no doubt at many other 

local ities . 

Teal: 
A breeding -recora of 1 with 4 young· at Derwent Reservoir on 28th (SJH) . JJ.so quite plen

tiful in breeding areas on Upper Coquetdale (BG) . 

}[lue Winged Teal: 
As reported last month a drake was at Cr esswell on 4th after being seen at Newton on 30th 

May. (MTR)J 1. 
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Garganey: 
1 at Washington on 1st - 2nd (BU) and a drake near Cresswell on 20th and 24th (LGM/ERM et 
al ) . 

Gadwall: 
Female with 3 young at a N. Durham l ocality late in month. Reported by several observers. 

Wigeon: 
Only l record. A dr ake near Cr esswell on 24th (ERM/MTR). 

Shoveler: 
1~ few, mai nly singl e drakes , r eported from their favourite breeding areas near Ashington. 
Al so up to 10 at Gosforth Park (SJH) and 4 at Grindon (JSB/LGM). 

Tufted Duck: 
Onl y breeding record r eceived was of 2 ducks with 8 and 7 young r espectively on the River 
Coquet west of Rothbury (BG) - a new l ocality. Concentrations of non-breeding birds did 
not exceed 20 and were reported from Gosforth, Colt Crag, Sweethope , Whittle Dene and 
S. Linton. 

Pochard: 
Again, a duck with 8 young at Pallinsburn, in the N. W. of Northumberland (MN/CW/LGM). No 
other breeding r ecords. 13 at Ho lywell on 29th (ERM) . 

Common Seater: 
Between lOth and 29th 6 r ecor ds of flocks of up to 47 moving N and S off both Seaton Sluice 
and Whitburn (GU,/RN et al) . 

Eider: 
By 14th, 140 ducklings in Fenham ~lill area (TGR) 6 juveniles al so noted as far S. as St . 
Mary ' s Island by 28th (AB). 

Red Br easted Mer ganser : 
Again a femal e seen at Derwent Reser voir on 28th (SJH). An unusual gather ine of 25 on 
Fenham Fl at s on 21st (TGR). 

Goosander : 
An increese in the breeding popul ation on the N. Tyne t hi s year and at l east 10 females with 
young on the Coquet W. of Heppl e (There was a flock of 19 non-breeding f emales there on 
20th) (ERM/BG) . Al so breeding at Staward. 

Shel duck: 
4N and l 8 . off Seaton Sluice on 14th (SJH). Br eeding at Cresswell (possible 8 pair s -
ERM) , Amble (l pair - TH) and Fenham Mill (first young seen on 24th - TGR) . 

Grey Lag Goose : 
2 at 0weethope on 14th (SJH), 6 at Brenkley on 19th (KGD/MH) and 1 at Holys tone on 28th 
(BG/Eill1) . 50/60 S. over Fenham Fl ats on 20th were reported as Grey geese but were prob
ably of t his species (TGR). 

Canada Goose: 
11 young and 27 adults at Sweehope on 14th (SJH/ERM). The usual wandering f l ocks, typical 
of this time of year , wer e reported on llth (42 W. over Wark) , 14th (10 E. over Tarset on 
N. Tyne) , 20th (15 - 24 over Stocksfiel d and 38 at Cresswell) and on 25th, 9 at Fenham 
Mill (TGR/ERM,/MN et al ) . 

Sparr ow Hawk: 
l at Killingworth on 26th possibly sugges t ed a welcome r eturn to breeding in Gosforth Park 
(JDMcE). 

Osprey: 
l in the Falstone - Plashetts area of the N. Tyne for most of month (per ERM) . 
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Merlirr: 
5 nests located in Bor der Forests and 1 nest on the Sinonsides (ERM/BG). 

Kestrel: 
18 nests found in the Border Forests reflects the general status of this bird as a common 
breeding species in Northumberland. 

Quail: 
2 just over the border at Yetholm on 28th (MN/LGM/Cvl). 

Corncrake: 
A pair near Netherwitton on 11th (BL) • 

.Q22i: 
147 at Broomlee Lough on 27th (LGM). . . 
Oystercatcher: 
Flocking and perhaps an influx noted during l as t 2 weeks. Cresswell Pond had a max. of 
52 on 13th (GU et al) , there were 76 at Hauxley on 20th (IffiS) and on 28th, 36 came in from 
E. at St. Mary's (AB). 

Lapwing: 
Flocking noted as early as 7th when 70 in Weardale (RN) and on 20th, 150 at Whittle Dene 
(JSB). 

Ringed Plover: 
Washington Ponds had a max. of 12 on 3rd (RN) and single birds at Cramlington on 11th (GU) 
and Holywell on 14th (SJH). l\gain a common breeding bird in Upper Coquetdale this year 
but seems to have reached saturation point with 12 pairs on one 2 mile stretch for the 
l ast 3 years (BG). 

Little Ringed Plover: 
3 young reared from the l ocality r eferred to in last month 's bulletin and another pair with 
4 eggs at a second locality. These are the second and third breeding r ecords for 
Northumberland. 

Curlew: 
A suggestion of an influx on 27th with 8 at Washington (RN), 28 W. over North Shields and 
16 near Seaton Delaval (AB). 

\</himbrel: 
1 at Cresswell on 13th (MN). 

Black-Tailed Godwit: 
1 at Washington until lOth (S~1/RN/BU) and a flock of 16 on Fenham Flats on 26th (TGR). 

Green Sandpiper: 
1 near Seaton Delaval on 13th (AB) and 1 at Holywell on 27th (GS). 

Wood Sandpiper: 
1 at Cresswell on 7th (ERM) and 1 nearby on 24th (ERMjMTR). 1 at \ifashington on 12th (RN). 

Common Sandpiper: 
A good breeding year in the W. of Northumberland (ERM/BG). 2 at Hartford most of month 
probably bred (ABl) • .A passage bird at Holywell on 29th (ERM). 

Red shank: 
Again plentiful as a breeding bird in Upper Coquetdale (BG) and 8 pairs bred near Brenkley 
(KGDjMH). 15 - 30 at Washington between 24th - 27th (RN/BU). 

Spotted hedshank: 
A Summer plum~ge bird near Cresswell on 14th (l1TR). 



Gr eenshank: 
1 at Cr ess\'lell on 4th and 7th and 1 at Bothal on 14th and 24th (ERM/MTR) . 1 i n t he 
Hol ywell area on 13t h ( iill/ GS) . 

Dunl in: 
3 wel l i nl and at Gr ind on on 28th ( JSB) , 2 at \o/ashi ngton all month (ml) , 1 at Sea ton 
Del aval on 13th (.ill) , and at Cr esswel l 2 on 11th nnd 6 on 24th (ERJ."'1jMTR) . 

Ruff : 
On 21st , 1 at Cr esswell and another at Bothal (ERM/MTR) . On 25th, 1 at Ellington, may 
have been the Bothal bird (MTR) . 

Avocet : 
1 at Cresswell bet\'ieen 8th and 24th (TH/MTR et al) . 

Arctic Skua: 
Or. 14th , 2N off Cr esswell (TH) P..nd 5 N. of f Seaton Sluice ( SJH/MN/RN) . 

Gr eat Skua: 
Also on 14th, 1 N. off Whitbur n (BU) . 

Lesser Black-backed Gull : 
A pair agai n br eeding at }~sden (SJH) . 

Herring G.11l: 
6 nests in Embleton Quarr y (LGM,/MN) . 

Glaucous Gull: 
An adult at Holywell on 13th (~1B/GS). A second year bird off ~eahouses on 21st was seen 
by all members on the Farnes Trip. A third year bird at Ambl e on 29th (TH) . 

Li ttle Gull : 
1 at Cresswell unt il 21st then t hree seen on 24th (B & TH et al) . lul immatures . 

Kittiwake : 
Off Whitburn 250N. in one hour on 14th and 217 N. in 90 minutes on 17th (BU) . 

Bl ack Tsrn: 
On 7th , l at Gosforth Park (iilll /SJH) and possibly the same bird at Killingwor th (Fe) . On 
14th, at Swall ow Pond s l (LGM/RN) . 

/Whi sker ed Tern: 
Full notes made on an adult near Ashington on 7th (TH) . Al most certainly the same bi rd at 
Cresswell next day (MTR) . If accepted this will be the third r ecord for Northumberland_? 

Common Tern: 
15 at Washington Ponds by 27th (HN/BU). 

Little Tern: 
12 breeding pairs located during month at 2 sites . 

Gui l l emot/Razorbill : 
On 17th , 96N and 138 off Whitburn (BU). 

Short- eared Owl: 
Less plentiful in· .t he Border Forests than l ast year . Only 2 pairs locat ed (ERM) . 

Kingfisher: 
A pair nesting on the N. Tyne (ERM) . 

House Martin: 
226 nests under Twize l Bridge , Tillmouth on 28th (LGM/Mli/CW) . An increase of c50 since 
the l ast count in 1968 . 
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Raven: 
~o successful br eeding r eported this year. 

Jay: 
An ast ounding incr ease in the Bor der Forest s over the past 2 years and now coiill:J.oner than 
ever before (BL/ERM). 

Marsh Tit: 
Breeding at Belsay, Dipton, Plashetts and Starward. 

Fieldfare: 
l at Swallow Ponds on 4th (KGD). 

Red wing: 
i\n unsuccessful a ttampe at nesting was suspected between this species and Song Thrush at 
Hartford (ABl). 

Redstart:-
Numbers back t o normal in the Border For ests after a l ean year in 1969 (ERM). 

Grasshopper Warbler: 
Records suggest a good breeding year throughout Northumberland. 

Chiffchaff: 
A migrant trapped at Hauxley on 3rd (HRS ) . 

Wood Warbler: 
Heard singing at Dipton (5) and Bel say (l) - (ERM). 

Pied Flycatcher: 
Nest boxes have this year attracted 32 pairs in the Dipton area, 7 pairs near IIartburn, 
5 pairs in Kiel der and 3 pairs at Mitford (ERM/BL). 

Si skin: 
Common in the Kiel der area this year (BL). Also noted at ;:,ta\ofard when 3 on 6th (ERM). 

/Scarlet Grosbeak: 
im unconfirmed r eport of l s i _gging near 
will be necessary (J MOrris)_/ 

Cross bill: 

Beamish Hall, Co . Durham on 30th but more notes 

1 at Ki el der on 7th (ERM) and 14 in the village ther e on 14th (BL). 

hed-headed Bunting: 
1 near Sunderland on 27th was obviously an escape but it should al so be r emember ed that 
this species is no longer on the British List . 

Corn Bunting: 
Br eeding was noted at Stocksf iel d this year (LG). 

CORRECTION 
Woodchat Shrike: The r ecord l as t month should r ead t he fifth for the county ins t ead of 
the third. 
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1Ul records for July to Bryan Galloway, 115 Southwayt S.W. Denton, Newcastle upon Tyne, 
NE 15 7 BD by 8th August please. 

B.T.O. ATLAS PROJECT: 

. .. 

By now this year's breeding season will be more or l ess over and it would be helpful if 
Members who have breeding r ecords for the county could begin sending them to me as soon 
as possi ble. Casual records very frequently compl et e i mportant gaps in coverage and I 
will be most grateful i f as many casual r ecords as possible can be extracted from 
observers' log books and sent to me - Geoff. Macfarlane, 28 Fox & Hounds RoRd, Fenhamt 
Newcastle upon 'ryne 5. 
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TYNESIDE B I RD C L U B. 

JULY 1970 BULLETIN 

SUMHARY. 

J uly \;•au predominantl y an unsettled month with winds , of varying strength , blowing from a 

westerly quarter as a series of depressions t r acked across the countr y . 

Ther e wor e f ew days on which condi tions were favourabl e for grounding passage birds and wit h 

the exception of a peak movement of Co!mJon S:md ~ii per s and Dunlin i n :nid - month we had to wait 

until after 25t h bef ore waders and passerines became at all conspicuous . I t w;: :; a l so 

about t his time that Manx Shc<:!X\vE. t ors were seen moving N. t oe;et:--,er wi th 1 Soot y Shcur-

water and reasonable numbers of Gon11e t .- , Fulr.kr G e1nd Ki tth;e.kef; . T\io Gl aucouu Gulln z:.nd an 

adul t Little Gull e.l so appeared and an early R£;c1 -nec!ced Gr ebe W'lS seen. 

On ) l ut , after a few days of more settl ed weat her followed by 2 cloud front s , associated 

v1i th a small depression, crossing s. ScotL,nd , a heavy influx of Ser'l i;·u \v~-rblur s was noted 

at one coastal l ocal ity. Pcr hupG t hese had been forced down at the coast after crossing 

t he country on the cl ear nights of 29th/30t h . 

Ot her i nteresti ng r ecords i nc l uded a Bl <ick-necked Gr e be , t he Ki el der Ospr ey, another 

breeding recor d of Li t t l e Rint~d Pl over, summer ing of Li tt l e Gull s , ~uccessful nesting of 

Kin{~fioher and a Hav1f inci1 . 

E;:.rly Au, .. ust hnn been r at her qui et with a continued l ack of r ecords of the t r aditi onal 

v1aders but on 16th an earl y B<~red Wc:,.rbl er was t r apped at Hduxley uo next month ' ~; bu l l etin 

may be a littl e more inter esting. 

CLASSIFI ED LIST . 

Rcd -thr oated Di ver: 
On 26th, 1 N. o.r'f Battburf!;h and 1 E. over F;!r ncr. (SJH) . 

Gr e ; t Cre:Jted Gr ebe : 
Up t o 3 at Den :ent Rc.:servoir between 3 - 13th (RN/J & RMcCjMR) Gnd 1 - 3 at Colt cr ,;.g from 

8th - 22nd (RG/WB/EL) . ) C!dults + 1 young at C<! tcl eugh on 17th ( CMA) . 

Red -necked Gr~bc : 

1 on sea off Huuxloy on 25th (HRS) . 

Bl uck- necked Gr cb0 : 
.Ad ult ;;t \.f..1ittle Done on 23rd (per BL) . 

Li t tle Gr c·oc : 
Repor ted from Dcr\-:ent Reser voir ( 2) , Wc.llsend S\lallow ( 3+) , Col t Crcg (;:) , Sv..roethope (?.) , 

Wl nc,ates ( 2) cm<'; Cr cl:Jswell ( 3) . 

Manx Shearwater: 
Noted moving N. on 10 days between 1st and 26th. Heaviest movements took pl ace on 16th, 

with 35 of f Cres uwell in 20 minutes (TH) and 35 off Wnitburn in 40 mi nutes (BU) , and on 

26th , wi th 30+ off Furnes (SJH/BU) nnd 35 off Huuxloy in one hour (HRS) . Up t o 8 noted 

off several points on the other 8 days . 

So::> t y s:1earwater: 
1 N. off Bu~. buri:h on 26th (SJH) . 

Fulmar: 
Moving N. at 50 per hour off Hnuxley on 26th (ERS) . 

G<!llilet : 
120 N. off Ho.uxl cy i n 1 hour on 26th (HRS) . 
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Heron: 
A suggestion of an influx after mid-month with up to 6 at Der.vent Reservoir (RN et al), 2 
coming in from E. at HP.uxley (26th) and H<~rtley (17th), and l - 2 at Druridge, Ellington, 
Cresswell, Holywell and Washington. 

Mallard: 
No concentrations greater than 50. 

Teal: 
By 31st, 52 at Derwent Reservoir (J & RMcC) where a second brood was seen on 13th (RN). 

Ge.dwall: 
Still present at the N. Durham breeding site on 31st. 

Pintail: 
l at Bothal on 19th (RN). 

Snoveler: 
:Hare records as family parties disperse, with 9 at Go ~;forth on 12th (SJ'".d), 7 at Holywell on 
40th (CED) ;;n:l 11 at W2.shington on 31st (BU). Smaller numbers at 4 other waters. 

Scaup: 
) off H~uxley on 28th (HRS). 

Tufted Duck: 
27 at Gosforth on 5th (SJH) was largest flock of· adults. 11 broods reared at Holywell 
totalling c50 young (CED). SN. off Seaton Sluice on 15th (MH/KGD). 

Pochard : 
13 at Gosforth on 12th (SJH) was largest gathering but al so reported from Hol~vell, 
Washington, Whittle Dene and Derwent Reservoir. 

Velvet Scctcr: 
A drake neaT Hc· u:xley on 31st (HRS). 

Common Scoter : 
Largest flocks were between H:;.uxl ey and Cress\vell with 450 off Chevington on 7th, 150 off 
Cresswell on 8th and lOO - 170 near H'!UXley on 28th/31st (THjHRS). 1Uso noted in flocks 
of up to 50, mainly moving N. off Fcrnes and Seaton Sluice. 

Red-breasted Merganser: 
1 N. off Hauxley on 17th (HRS). 

Canada Goo De : 
2 adults and 4 juveniles at Hr:llington on 16th (RG~VB). 

Buzzard: 
1 near Slalcy on 3rd (per BL) . 

Sparrow H:.wk.: 
Breeding at :J1.,..,t on, Kielder, Hulne P.;;.rk and Cuquetdale. 

Osprey: 
Still l present in Kielder area during July (BL). 

Herlin ~ 

15 yc···.::.g reared from 7 known nests in Northumberlnnd (ERM/BG/LGM). 

CornCI::;,k9 : 
l h eerd-·at Mmmces on the N. Tyne on 8th and a pair lost a nest n e ar Riding 1-lill during 
month (Efuvi/BL). 

Coot: 
113 at Holywell on 3rd (CED) but a poor breeding year there. 
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Oystercatcher : 
70 near E£uxley on 22nd (HRS), 45 at Cresswell Pond on 25th (J & RMcC) and 63 at 
St. Mary' n on 27th (MH) . 

L::.pwing: 
Flocks continue to increase with 400 at Dcrwent Reservoir by 24th (J & RMcC/RN) . On 9th, 2 
flocks , each of 20 , flew s. at Chevington after 15 came in off t he sea at Cr esswell on 
8th (TH) . 

Little Ringed Plover: 
A vair r eared at l east one young from yet another Nor thumberland locality - the thir d this 
year . Between 14th - 28th, 2 adults and 2 juveniles seen at \•l!:t;hington probably bred 
l ocally (DU/RA et al) . 

Gol den Plovbl.' : 
120 near Bellingham on 18th, 30 near Cr esswell on 19th (Em1) c:nd 50 at \f.'li ttle Dene on 30th 
(MR) . 

Turns tone : 
130 near Heu.'Clcy on 22nd (Ims) . 

Common Snipe : 
35 at W; .. sl'angton on 18th (BU) and 20+ near Seaton Deln.val on 8th (MH) . 

[Jack Snipe: 
1 possible at Swallo\v Pond on 27th . Notes will be considered (GU) .J 

Curlew: 
A flock of 250 in Upper Coquetdale on 11th (BG) . 

Wr...imbrel: 
Si ngl es noted over Holywell, Wallsend , Cr esswell and Seaton Sluice after 16th. At Hauxley 
they were noted moving S. almost daily until a heavy passage took pl ace between 26th - 31st 
with 31 passing over on 29th. ,Uso witnessed over the Cresswell area with 10 on 26th and 
22 on 27th (TH) . 

Black- tailed God\vi t : 
1 at Cresswell on 4th (GS) , 1 N. at Hauxl ey on 9th (TH), 1 at Holywell on lOth (CEDjMN) , 
and 1 at vlashington on 21st (RN). 

B<.x-tailed Godwi t: 
3 N. off Chevington on 9th, 7 N. off Cresswell on 16th, 1 N. off Hauxley on 19th and 2 off 
Hauxley on 25th (TH/HRS) . 

Gx·een Sandpiper: 
2 - 4 at S. Linton between 2nd and 27th (TH/ERM) . On 15t h , 1 near Seaton Dcl aval (MH/KGD) , 
on 25th 1 at Cresswell (J & RMcC) and 1 at Chevingt on (MN), on 26th , 2 at Ellington (MlT) 
and on 28th, 1 near Hexham (BL) . 

\{ood St~ndpiper : 

On 1st , 1 at S. Linton (MN) , on lOth , 1 at Lynemouth (TIT) , on 11th , 1 at vlashington (MH) and 
3 there on 28th - 31st· (IL1/ILUC et al) . On 31st , 1 at Derwent Re~ervoir (J & RMcC) . 

C'orrunon Sandpiper: 
~any r 8cords of birds on passage after 4th. Noted at most coastal ponds and even on the 
shore but larges t number s occurred at 1-lhittl e Dcne (max . 13 on 14th) , Al nmouth (14 on 19th) , 
Cresswell (6 on 26th) , Dcrwent Heservoir (ruax . 15 on 31st) r:md Chevington (7 on 31st)·. 
40 near Hcxham on 28th wer e mainly passage birds (BL) . 

Red shank: 
1~ build-up in numbers at coc.s t as month ,Progressed (EHM et al ) . 
at Wn:.;hington and Dcrwent Rcocrvoir (BUfJ & RMcC) . 

Incr eases were also noted 



Spotted Redshank: 
1 c:.t \vr-whington on 21st (RN) . 

Greenshank: 
Wi t h exception of 2 at Ho1ywell on 20th/21st (CED/MN) all r ecord s were of s i ngl e birds 
from a total of 8 coastal localities bet ween 11th and 30th. 

Knot: 
2 a t Hauxley on 21st wer e first of Autumn. 28 t her e on 22nd (HRS), 12 at St. Ma.ry ' s on 
27th (MH) and 50 in Coquet Entuary on 30th (ERM). 

Purple Swdpiper: 
1 at St. M: :: .!'"IJ 1 ~; on 13th and 6 by 27th (MH). 60 near Hauxley on 22nd (HRS). 

:Dunlin: 
Not ed at several coastal ponds throughout month. Hol ywel l and Wrshingt on showed a peak 
on 18th - 22nd with 22 and 47 r espectively. Cresswell Pond had a max . of 30+ on 25th. 
Al oo 35 on Coquet K;tuary on 19th and cl 60 on Fenham Fl::t s on 30t h . 

Sonderling: 
U;-> to 6 in Hi'.UXl ey area between 22nd - 31st (HRS). 

Ruff : 
Up to 4 at W:~uhington t hroughout month (MN/RA/BU). 
on 12th, 1 at Hol ywell (CED). 

Ar cti c Skua: 

On 5th, 1 near Seaton Bur n (MH/KG:D) and 

Noted off 6 points between Beal and Whitburn between 4th and 30th . No more than 4 seen on 
any one day. 

Great Skua : 
1 N. off Cr esswell on 16th (TH) . 

Great Bl ack-backed Gull: 
.a suggestion of an influx after 28th with 600 near E1.hleton and 500 at Chevington (Elm). 

Glr.ucous Gull: 
Unusual r ecords of single adults S. off Br:mburgh on 26th and at South S!1i eld s on 29th{:>JH) 

Little Gull: 
Up to 4 immatures at each of s. Linton and Ellington areas during month (ERM/MN et al). 
1;...n immature at \vashington from 5th - 12th (RA/RN) and on 25th an adult at Cresswell Pond 
(BG). 

Kittiwakes : 
N. f.'Iovements noted off Sea ton Sluice on 15th (150 in 20 minutes) and Heuxley on 25t h/26th 
(up to 400 per hour ) . (MH/KGD/HRS). 

Co!runon Tern: 
Noted inland at Wingat es - a pair - on 7th (CMA). Also the usual Autumn flocks seen near 
Ellingt on (nc: x. 10 on 23r d) , on the \vans beck at St t•kefor d ( 25 on 2nd), and \voshi ngton 
( ;rt:.!x . 50 on 20th) • 

Little Tern: 
2 at Cr esswell Pond on 11th and l there on 25th (LGM/J & RMcCjMN) . 

Auk: 
}'loving N. c.t 200 per hour off Hu.uxley on 28th (Ims). 

B;,rn O;vl : 
Successful nesting r eported f r om Kiel der and in B.E. Northumberland '. 

Sho;:t-ear ed Ot.d: 
Probabl e nesting near :Dor \vent Roservoir (J & RMcC) . 
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Swift: 
On 8th , moving S . at c260 per hour over Cresswell/Druridge are a (TH) . 

Ki ngfisher : 
l at Chollerford 
t ed last month. 

most of S1uruner (RFJ ) and 7 young reared from the nest , on N. Tyne , r epor
By ~nd of month at same site a second clutch was almost r eady for hatching 

(ERM) • 

SwJll ow: 
Roost of c500 at Chevington on 31s t (ERM) . 

House M<;.<rtin: 
T~1iu year c80 ne sts in the boa t house at C0l t Cr e.g (RGj\.JB). 

C:-.rrion Crow/Hooded Crow: 
A hybrid on the upper N. Tyne V1:lley on 18th (ERM) . 

Stonechat: 
,\. juvenile at C.r·esswell on 23rd (ERM) . 

S\.:dge W:~rbler : 
11. large concentration of 400 - 500 at Chevington Burn l>n 31st constituted a heavy influx. 
123 were trapped . (HRB) . 

Lesser wnitethroat : 
1 at Stwepwash on 8th but no indications of breeding (TII). 

Bh!ckcap: 
Differ ent single birds on coastal passage at Hauxl ey on 20th, 24th and 29th (HRS) . 

Will0\>1 Wc.r bler: 
Sm~ll numbers on passage at H:mxley (HRS) .. ~nd Sea ton Sluice ( CM.i\) after 20th. 

Wood Warbl er : 
1 singing in GDuforth Pc,..rk on 12th (ABl/SJH). 

Meadow Pipit: 
A ::suggestion of a small coastal movement in Scr: ton Sluicejvn1i tley Bay area on 5th (ABl ). 

Gr ey \vugtail : 
1 on coast at C11evington on 31st (ERM). 

Yellow V/2;~t ail: 
50+ at 1.Vdlsend S'.va llow by 30th (MH/KGD et al). 

Hawfinch: 
l at Stav1ard on lOth (Iv1R). 

Siskin: 
2 at Belline,ham on 18th (ERM) . 

Cr ossbi11 : 
1 at Pont ela.nd on 5th (ElZM) . 
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All r ecord s f or August t o Bryan Go.lloway, 115 Southway, Newcastl e upon Tyne , N.E. l 5 ?RD 
by 8th Sentember pl ease . 

THE BI RDS OF THE ESTUl\lUES ENQUIRY 

Tne enquiry will continue throughout this coming Winter until April 1971. Any member 
who can cover the Coquet or .Un estuaries , Budl e BHy or Fenham Fl:.;.t s on a r egul ar basis 
(monthl y preferable) counting ducks , waders and gulls, please contact Bryan Galloway 
URGENTLY. 



T Y N E S I D E B I R D C L U B 

NE\oJSLETTER JULY, 1970 

Pl~ase r emember that the meeti ngs for the coming session will take place in No . 3 Lecture 
Theatre, Med ic;·l School, Newcastle upon ~.me . Tn e first meeting will be on Thursday, 
lOth September 1970 and will commence at ? .p.m. 

Entrance to the Medical School is through the main door on Queen Victoria Road situated as 
shown in the sketch:-

St. Thomas ' -
Churcll 

:Garras Bridge 

----- --·- -------

Purcy Street 

-----------
St . 

L-~~ T 
h 
0 

m 
a 

I Eal School s ' 

t><l-· s 
T i 
r 

Queen Vi ctoria Road 

Royal V~ctoria . Infirmary ~iin Revolving Door 

The r oute to the l ecture theatre will be signposted inside the building and stewards wil l be 
on duty to direct members . 

PROGlLu\JflB TO DECEMBER: -

SEPTENBER lOTH BIRDWJ\.TCHING ON ISLAY ERIC BIRD & ERIC MEEK 

OCTOBER 8TH MEMBERS NIGHT 

NOVEMBER 12TH RSPB FI!ki (title to be announced) . 



,.. 
• • 

DECEMBER lOTH BIRDW~'iTCHING IN IREL.'iliD BRI.AN UNWIN 

BiillMSTON POOL:-

Complaints have been received from the farmer who owns the land that t he above pool is 
situated on, regarding the conduct of some Club Members visiting the pool. Members are 
reminded that this is private land and permission must be obtained from the farmer, 
Mr. Snowdon, before enter ing the fiel d , although the occasi ons on which this i s necessary 
should be few as good views of most species can be obtained from the road . 

J 
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J.'.UGUST 1970 B U L L E T I N 

T Y N E S I D E B I R D C L U B. 

SUMM.lRY. 

During the first 15 days of the month conditions were generally quite settled as High 
Pressure centres over Scandanavia and the Azores dominated the weather, but storms over 
the Low Countri es on 7th/uth may have been responsible for the appearance of 3 l{ed Crested 
PochHrd on 9th . 

On 16th a depression centres in the Iri~h Sc.l .resulted in strong SE v1inds and r ain ground 
ing a few continental migrants at the coast . Waders also became more numerous and sea 
birds were noted moving N. offshore. By 19th Hich Pressure began to intensify over 
Scandanavia and with another shallower depression stationary over S. England more passer
ines and waders were grounded on their way s. Numbers were not r eally high but as a 
cloud front moved s. over the North se~.:. on 22nd - 23rd unusual numbers of W~ecks 
appeared with a f ew Ci1~ts, \1wrbl ers (including Icterine, Bi-!rred and Greenish), Flycatchers 
Red- backed Shri~es and Ortolan Buntings . Wader numbers wer e at their highest about this 
time (~::: . g . L~:~.pwing ) cmd sea birds (including Sooty Sllearwat ers and Great Skuas) wer e still 
prominent moving N. 

More settled weather returned on 25th and during the subsequent week 'redirected ' birds 
(i. e . those that had made landfall far ther N.) were noted moving S. through the area. 

Other unusual species recorded v1er e Bl ack- necked Grebe, Little Ringed Plover , J..,ck Snipe , 
Little Stints and Cur·lew Sr-.ndpipers , possible Terunincks Stints, and Hawfinch. 

CLASSIFIED LIGT. 

Diver: -
1 at Seaton Sluice on 16t h and again on 23r d (;illl et al) und l at H3uxley on 19th (HRS) 
were all identif ied as Red-throated . 3 (sp . ) at Ryhope on 23rd (R}T). 

Great-crested Gr ebe:-
2 at C..:.t cleugh on 8th ( CM..£1.) and l at Colt Crag all month (RG/YlB/EL et al ) . 

Slavonian Grebe: -
1 at Bamburgh on 15th and l at Annstead on 23rd (BRS) . l i nland at Whittle Dene on 31st 
(ERM/MR et al) . 

Black-necked Grebe:-
1 at Whittle Dene all month (IHA)J & RMcC/MR). 

Little Gr ebe :-
Reported from 9 waters. 12 at Holywel l on 28th (GU) was the largest number reported. In 
early September 2 adults with 3 young on the Quarry Pond, Broadway, Whitley Bay suggested 
successful br eeding at this unlikely site (JDMcE) . 

Manx Shearwater:-
Off J.ill!lstead l Non 21st and l Non 23rd (BRS). Off Hauxley 12 Non 16th (HRS). Off 
Whitburn 3 Non lst, 2 Non 9th (RA). 

Sooty Shearwater:-
1 N off Annstead on 9th (BRS), l N off Seaton Sluice on 16th (LGM). On 20th , 7 N off 
Holy Island (J & RMcC) , 7 N off Seaton Sluice (MB/JDP) and l N off Whitburn (BU). 4 N o:f 
h!lnstead on 21st (BrtS) . 

Fulmar :-
A heavy N movement noted all along the coast between 16th and 22nd with a peak of l OO per 
hour noted at Hauxl ey on 20th (HRS et al ) . Single dark phase birds noted N. off Hauxley 
on 22nd and 27th. 

Gannet: -
Ls with Fulmar , noted moving N. in large numbers between 16th and 22nd with counts varying 
between 130 and 380 per hour at Senton Sluice , Hauxley and Holy Island . lOO per hour S. at 
the latter on 28th (J & RMcC) . 
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Her on:-
Parti es of up to 4 noted at many localities, mainly at the coast, throughout month but 
birds wer e noted as far inland as Catcleugh. Larger numbers were noted at Budl e Bay, 
(7-8 from 9th - 23rd), Derwent Reser voir (max. 11 on lOth) and Whittle Dene (5-6 from 14th -
3ls(i). 

Mallard: -
47 at Colt Crag on 8th (B & }m) was the largest f l ock reported. 

Teal: 
A distinct build up as the month proe~essed and noted in number s at many water s. Lnr~e~~ 
flocks occurred at Whittle Dene, (max. 84 on 31st), Colt Crag (74 on 28th), Holywell ~~:; 
on 28th) and Washington (80 on 16th ). 

Garganey:-
More r ecords than is usual . On 15th, 1 at Hauxl ey (HRS) and 2 at Cresswell (LGM) . 
at Holywell from 9th - 31s t (MN et al) . l at Holy I sl and Lough on 23rd ( J & BMcC ~.. . : ·- '.c 
7 in the Ellington - S. Linton area betv1een 2nd and 31st suggested successful breed.L::.';' ___ : 
the area. 

Gadwall:-
Between 3 and 5 in the Ellingt on - Cresswel l area between 15th - 31st (LGM et al ). 

Wigeon:-
2 at \{ashingt on on 2nd (J & RMcC). 22S. off Seaton Sluice on 22nd (AT), 30 in Budle Be.;'i 
on 23rd (~ffi) and 8 at Colt Crag on 28th (B & ME). 

Pintail:-
1 at Whittle Dene on 17th (IHAjMR), 2 at Newton on 18th (IHJ~) and 1 at Holywell on 27th 
(GU). 

Shoveler: -
Small numbers at many waters i n and as f ar inland as Grindon. 
area throughout the month suggested successful breeding of at 
Cr esswell on 22nd may have been part of t his flock and a max. 
(LG11/MN et al ). 11 at Washington on 11th (BU). 

Up to 36 in t he S. Lin :on 
l east 3 pairs. 15 at 
of 16 at Holywell on 26th 

Scaup:-
2 N. off Whitburn on 2nd (nu) and 1 at vfuittle Dene on 31st (ERM/}ffi) . 

Tufted Duck:-
Successful nesting at Sweethope (1 pair), nolam ( l pair), Holywel l 3+ pai rs) and Balling
ton (1 pair). 70 at Colt Crag on 8th increased to 150 by 28th (n & ME). 

Pochard : -
Double figur es r eached at Derwent Reservoir (10 - 12 on 4th - lOth) and Capheaton (10 -
17 on 8th- 19th) . 

/ITBd- cr ested Pochard : -
Full notes r eceived on a drake and 2 ducks at Ho lywell Ponds on 9th ( CED/MN). Escapes?? 
The r ecord wi l l be consider ed by the Rarities Committee._7 

Velvet Scoter: -
On 20th, 5 N. off Seaton Sluice (MB/JDP) and 10 N off Whitburn (nu). 2 N. off Seaton 
Sluice on 22nd (AT) and 1 N off Cr esswell on 26th (TH). 

Common Scot er :-
Off Whitburn 73 on 1st , 49 on 8th, 24 on 9th and 45 on 20th (RA/BU). All moving N. 
126 N. off Seaton Sluice on 20th (MB/JDP) and 100+ at Hauxley on 9th (HRS). 

Red-breasted Merganser :-
1 N. off Hauxley lOth (HRS). 
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Goose.nder: -
5 near Wark on 30th (B & l-1E) . 

Shelduck: -
2 records of flocks on moult migrati on through the "Tyne Gap" with 8 at Colt Crag on 8th 

and 18 on 28th (B & ME). 

Buzzard: -
1 near Staward on 28th (BMn). 

Sparrow Hawk: -
Singles noted at Lowick (28th) , Hauxley (23rd , 28th, 29th) and Chevington (7th). 

Peregrine :-
Female near Bellingham on 19th (RTG) . 

Merlin: -
A ~suggestion of a movement through coastal districts during l ast week with l on Holy 

Island and l et Cresswell on 23rd and again on 28th/29th and 2 flying S. at Hauxley on 

30th. 

Kestrel: -
Pair r eared 2 young on conveyor belt suppor ts at Stella Power Stati on (FC). 

Coot: -
130 at Capheaton on 8th (CMA) and 120 at Holywel l on 9th (CED) . 

Oyster catcher : -
85 , mainly S. at Hhitburn on 2nd (BU), lOO at St . 
16th (J & RMcC) , 390 in Budle Bay on 29th (mm) . 
al) . 

Mary's on lOth (BMn) , 1500 at Ross on 
Me~ . of 80 et Cresswell on 17th (FC et 

Lapvling: -
i~ suggestion of a very heavy movement through the area on 20th/24th when f l ocks of 1000 

strong were noted at Beadnell, Radcliffe , Red Row end in the Whittle Dene/Heddon area and 

1600 near Stu::fordham. 

Ringed Plover: -
Largest counts were 60 in Beadnell Bay on 24th (J & RMcC) , 85 in Budle Bay on 29th (BRS) 

and 50 at iunmouth on 31st (LGM) . Present at \fuittle Dene after 8th with a max. of c20 

on 17th (NR et el) and a max. of 35 at Washington on same day (BU). 

Little Ringed Plover: -
Still 2 at Washington on 4th (RA/FLU<) . 

Grey Plover :-
1 on Fenham Flats on 7th (RHK) and 1 N. at Hauxley on 22nd (HRS) . Interesting inland 

r ecords of 1 at Holywell on 19th (MN) and l at Swallow on 23rd/24th (MN/BU) . 

Golden Plover:-
Some l arge flocks noted . 1000 near Chevington on 2nd (HRS) . 200 in Allendale on 5th 

(RG/EL), 1200 at Brandon on 21st , max. of 700 at Whittle Dene on 26th (IH~ et el), 500 at 

Beadnell on 23rd (J & HI1cC) and 900 in Dudle Bay on 29th (BRS) . 

Turnstone:-
Some remarkable numbers at Whittl e Dene Reservoir bet ween 15th and 24th with a max. of 12 

on 16th (Ifui/J & RMcC/}ffi). Also inland , 3 at Washington on 21st (RN) . 

Snipe :-
Lex gest nurnbers wer e at Washington wi th a max. of c50 on 4th (BU et al) . 

J ack Snipe : -
.h. bird again seen at Wall send Swallow when l on 26th (ffil) . 



Whimbrel:-
Noted moving S. over the coastP.l strip on most days with a total of 67 during 17 days at 
Hauxley. A distinct peak was noted between lst and 5th when 35 flew s. over Fenharn Flats, 
13 over Cresswell, 33 over Seaton Sluice and 4 over \olhitburn (JKJ/BMn/RA). 

Bar- tailed Godwit:-
Up to 4 noted at 6 points between Holy Islcmd and ifui tburn. 

Green Sandpiper:-
Noted at many places in parties of up to 3 as far inland as Whittle Dene. Holywell Ponds 
r egularly had up to 4, with 5 on 7th (MN et al). Following a heavy r ain sho\ver on 15th a 
flock of 7 was near the lake at Killingworth (Fe) . 

Wood Sandpiper:-
A l ess plentiful species than the former but ones and twos noted at 6 different -localities 
throughout month. 6 at Cresswell Pond on 21st (TH e t al). 

Common Sandpiper:-
Parties of up to 4 from many waters . 
month with clO at Chevington from lst 
(MR) but still 12 at Alnmouth on 31st 

Redshank:-

The largest gatherings \oJere at the beginning of 
- lOth (IffiS), and 15 at Derwent Reservoir on 4th 
(LGM/RN). 

500 in Budle Bay on 2nd (B & ME), 50 on Coquet Estuexy on 9th (HRS) incr easing to 210 on 
31st (LQ1) when 1600 at 1\lnmouth. 

Spotted Re~~ank:-
No records until 14th when 2 at Washington (RN) and next day 1 on Holy Island (J & Im1cC) 
and l s. at St. M::ry' s (lir). 2 \oJere at \Vhittle Dene on 16th wher e they increased to 8 by 
31st (IHA/MR et al) and on 17th, l near .Annitsford. On 21st, l a.t Holy Il;land, 
Chevington and Cress\vell and next day 2 at Holywell. 4 were at SHallow on 26th and 
Wusnington had a max . of 4 on 16th. 4 in Budle Day on 29th . 

Greenshank:-
Onvs and twos at many of the usual ponds during month as far inland as Colt Crag, but 
generally scArcer than it has been for some yoars . Lar gest numbers were at Dudle Day 
(7 on 22nd - 29th) , Whittle Dt~ne 6 on 24th) 1·nd \1:-Jshington (5 on 16th). 

Knot:-
25 - 30 in Hauxley area on 9th increasing to lOO by 22nd (HRS). Between 5 - 15 noted at 
Holy Inland , Cr esswell and Bamburgh fr om 15th - 17th. On 16th, 3 inland at Whittle 
Dcne (MR). 

Purple Sundpiper:-
2 at Craster on 5th (RHK) and on 22nd, l at 1\.mble (ffi(S). 

ffemmincks Stint: -
Possibly 3 on Fenham Flats on 7th (mnc)_l. 

Little Stint:-
lill unusual number of records. First noted on 17th when 2 at Washington, (rising to a 
maximum of 8 on 22nd) on 20th, l appeared at \Vhittle Dene (l - 2 seen until 30th), on 
21st - 23rd 5/6 on Holy Island, on 22nd - 31st 3/4 at Cresswell, on 25th/26th l - 2 at 
Woodhorn and from 25th - 28th l - 2 at Hulywell . 

Dunlin:-
Up to 50 at many points on the coast. Inland maxima were, at ~little Dtne 39 on 23rd, 
( IH.A/MR et al) ~' t Holywell 25 on 28th ( CED et al) nnd at Wr·shington 40 on 19th (DU) . 

Curlew SiOndpiper: - . 
First noted on 16th when 8 at Doulmer and 2 at Cress\vell (JCF). On 20th l at Hauxley 
(I-IRS) and another 2 thre on 22nd/24th. Also on 22nd, l in Budle Bay (BRS) and 2 at 
Holywell ( i~) whilst on 23rd, 6 at ~little D~ne (IIL~/MR), l at Washington (BU) and l at 
Woodhorn ( JKJ). Dy 24th/28th , 3 at HolY'.,rell and \voodhorn and still 4 at \Vhi ttle Dene 
where 2 remained until 31st. 3 at \Vcshington on 31st (Mn et al) . 
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Sanderling: -
50 at Chevington on 2nd was by far t he l argest flock (HRS) . A most unusual record of l 

inland at Whittle Dcne on 24th (DLi.) . 

Ruff: -
Scarcer than it has been for sone years . At Holywell f r om 7th - 23r d with a max . of 5 on 

22nd (CED/AT et al) . 3 on Holy Isl and from 16th - 28th (J & RMcC) . 6 at Washington on 

llth and still 2 on 25th (~l et al) . l at Cr esswel l on 16th (BG) and 2 on 21st (TH) and 

up to 5 at Woodhorn 22nd - 25th (JKJ/TH). Up to 7 at Swallow 23rd - 27th and up to 4 a~ 
W~ittle Dene 24th - 31st . Max. of 5 at S. Linton 25th - 31st (GU et al ), 8 i n Budle Bay 

25th/26th when l at Cramlington. 

Arctic Skua :-
Small numbers of f most poi nts at coast throughout nonth. On 16th, 12 off Seaton Sluic~ 

(Abl et el) and 21 N. off Hauxley in l hour ~HRS) . On 21st , 21 N. off imnstead in 3 

hours (BRS) . 

Gr eat Skua: -
On lst and 2nd l N. off Whi tburn (BUjR11) . On 8th , l N. off Hauxley vJhere 7 N. on 16th :::,-} 

4 N. on 22nd (IiRS) . Off Holy Island 2 on 16th and l on 20th (J & RMcC) . Of f Seaton 

Sluice 2 N. on 20th. On 21st , 5 N. off Ann9Bad with l on 22nd , l on 23r d and l on 2~th 

(BRS) . 1 off Hoivick on 23rd ( I Hit). 

Pomer ine Skue: -
1 off lmnstead on 21st (BRS) and a probable off Holy Island on 7th (RHK) . 

Glaucous Gull: -
l at Ho l ywell on 7th and l at Hauxley on 16th. Both immatures . (HRS/MN) . 

Little Gull: -
Still 3 immatures in the S. Linton area on 2nd (EhM) and 1 at Washington until llth 

(R..l.jR;J<:) . On 2nd , 2 adults S. off Whi t burn (DU) . irn i mnature at Newton Pool from 15th -

24th (J & RMcC et al) and at Seahouses 2 on 21s t and l until 26th (RTG et al ) . 2 i mmat 

ures at HolJ'\vell on 15th (;tT) and singl e adults N. off ~'mnstead on 21st and 23rd and off 

Rauxley on 31st (BHS/HRS) . 

Ki t ti\vake : -
Heavy N. movements off Hauxley (2000 in 1 hour on 16th, 500 in ! hour on 22nd) and 

Cresswell (500 in i hour on 21st and 100 an hour on 25th with 300 an hour next day). 600 

on Cr esswcll Pond on 21st (TH) and 1000 - 1500 in the Coquet Estuary on 22nd and 27th 

(HRS/CM.A). 

Bl ack Tern:-
Off Hauxley 2 ' probabl es ' N. on lOth and a part y of 9N. on 31st (HRS) . On 16th, 1 at 

Bothal (BG) , on 17th, 1 N. a t Seaton Sluice (MB) , l a t Cressv1ell and l off South Shields 

(MTR) . On 19th, l at HolJ"·Tell (MN) . 

Terns sp: -
S. movements (mainly Common and Sandwich ) off ~lliitburn on 2nd (BU) and off Holy I sl and 

(mainly Sandwich at 150 per hour) on 28th (J & RMcC ) . 

Comoon Tern: -
2 at Derwent Heservoir on l Oth and a max . of 36 at Washington on 17th (RN) . 

Little Tern: -
Off Seaton Sluice 1 on 1st, 7 on 2nd and 2 on 9th ( LGM et al) . 3 S. off Holy Island 

on 28th (J & RMcC ) and 1 off Hauxley on 31st (!ll1S) . 

Turtle Dove : -
1 at Cresswell on 23rd (TH). 

Cuckoo :-
11. l at e inland r ecord of 1 nee.r JJ.ivinton on 16th (MRS) . 
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Long- eared Owl : -
im unusual coastal record of 1 at Chevington on lst (HRS). 

Short-eared Owl: -
1 in Allendale on 5th (RG/EL), 2 on Hol y Island on 19th (J & RMcC) and 1 on 28th (JKJ) . 

l near Cresswell on 23rd (RA/FLJC) . 

Swift: -
Breeding areas were forsaken at HcL~am by 9th (RG), Fores t Hall by 15th (Fe), Cramlington 

by 22nd (BMn) and Denton/Blaydon by 26th (DG/LJM) . 

Kingfisher:-
An unusual record of l at Chevington on 4th (ERM). 2 near Corbridge on 27th (Mlt) , 1 at 

Wark on 30th (B & ME) and l on the Brunton Burn in Gosforth on 31st (P & TV). The r ecords 

suggest a r easonably successful breeding season. 

Great Spotted Woodpecker : -
1 trapped at Damburgh on 9th (BRS) may have been a migrant . 

vlryneck:-
About 30 i nvididuals were r ecor ded along the coast between 20th - 31st as ' drift' 

migrants were arriving in moderat e numbers . Bamburgh noted a max . of 3+ on 25th/26th 

after the fir st on 20t h (BHS) . There wer e at least 5 on the Farnes on 23rd (BL) and after 

2 at Hauxley on 22nd, 15 were r ecorded on 23r d (HRS). 1 was at Dr uridge on 23r d (TH) a~d 

at St . I1ary' s 1 on each of 20th, 22nd and 23r d (JKJ/MB et al) . i:.lso on 23r d/24th 1 at 

Tynemouth, South 8hiel ds (1 - 2 until 31st) Marsden , Holywell end ~hitley Cemet ery. 

Swal l ow: -
1 trapped at Holywell on 9 . 5. 70 had been ringed in Natal , S. l~rica on 12. 4. 70 - only 

27 days before (CED). 

Song Thrush:-
Conscpicuous at Hauxley during influx of migrants on 23rd (HRS) . 

Ring Ouzel:-
1• r emarkable record of 1 in a Wall send Shipyard on 6th (IH..:\.) . 

Bl ackbird: -
1~ third brood of 3 young fledged from a nest in Gosforth by 14th (MRS). The nest was on 

top of a bay windowl 

':Jheat ear:-
A moder ate arrival on 22nd/23rd with 10 - 20 at Hauxley and 30+ between Seaton Sluice and 

St . Mary ' s (ABl et al ). 

Stonechat: -
Pair bred successfully at Bamburgh (BRS). 

Whinchat: -
I nvolved in the general arrival of 22nd/23rd with up to 30 at Hauxlcy (HRS) and smaller 

number s at Bamburgh e.nd St . Mary ' s . .clgain 30 at Hauxley on 28th/29th when a light influx 

noted at Bamburgh. 

Redstart: -
An early migrant at Hauxl ey on 2nd (HRS) and another at Druridge on 16th (RA et al) . 

Between 21st - 31st 1 on Ifuly Island, l - 2 at Jamburgh , 3 - 4 a t Hauxley and 1 at Dlyth . 

Robin: -
A f ew arrived during gener al influx of 22nd - 30th. 7 new birds trapped at Hauxley. 

Grasshopper Wexbler:-
1 on Holy Island on 16th and 22nd ( J & RMcC), l at Bamburgh on 15th and 21st (BRS) and l 

at Hauxley on 20th (HRS) . 
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Reed Warbler:-
1 near Hauxley on 22nd (HRS) . 

Sedge Warbler:-
As reported last month 4 - 500. at Chevington on lst constituted a very heavy influx (HRS). 

Icterine Warbler: -
Single Hippolais al most certainly of this species at St . Mary's on 21st (JKJ). At 

Druridge from 22nd - 25th (TH et al) and at Hauxley on 22nd - 23rd (HRS). 

Bl ackcap:-
1 - 2 at Bamburgh from 20th - 23rd (BRS) and at Hauxley singl e new birds trapped on 2:·"; 

and 15th (IDtS). 

Barred Warbler:-
Reported only from Hauxley where 1 trapped on 16th e~d a further 3 trapped between ?;~c -
30th ( 1ffiS) • 

Garden \olarbler:-
Between 8th - 21st , 6 singles trapped at Hauxley and a max. of 15+ present behreen :.:~~ne: ·· 

24th (HRS). 10 on Holy Island on 23r d (J & ill1cC) and up to 4 at each of Bamburgh, 

Druridge and St . Mary1 s between 20th - 22nd . 

Whitethroat:-
Up to 4 at each of Holy Island, Bamburgh and Hauxley bet\·men 21st - 29th. 

Lesser Whitethroat:-
2 on Holy Island (J & RMcC) and 3 in Budle Bay (BRS) on 22nd. Between 20th- 27th at 

least 3 at Hauxley (HRS) . 1 at Ovingham on 21st (RTG) . 

Willow Warbler :-
c50 in Hauxley area on 5th and further influxes noted on 15th (30) and 22nd/23rd (c25) 

Up to 10 at each of Bamburgh and Whitley Bay between 21st - 25th. A suggestion of l ar ge 

numbers inland at Ovingham on 17th (RTG) . 

Greenish Warbler:-
Full notes taken on 1 trapped at Bamburgh on 22nd - the third ther e since 1965 (BRS). 

Chiffchaff:-
Only 1 record . 1 at Bamburgh on 23rd (BRS) . 

Spotted Flycatcher:-
Only a f ew - at Duridge/Hauxley - in the influx of 22nd/24th. 

Pi ed Flycatcher:-
An unusual record of 1 in Denton Burn on 5th (BG). Prominent at the coast after 16th 

particularly 22nd/23rd when c20 on Holy Island (J & RMcC), 12 at Haux1ey (HRS), 20 a t 

Blyth Cemet ery (CED) and 10 at MAXsden (BUftLi). Small er numbers at Bambur gh and Seaton 

Sluice Area . 

Tree Pipit:-
1 at Chevington on lst (HRS) , 1 at Blyth Cemetery on 23rd (CED) and 3 at Bambur gh on 

25th (BRS) . 

Gr ey Wagtail: -
1 - 3 at Ba11burgh on 29th/30th and 1 at Hauxley on 29th. 

Red -backed Shrike :-
Singl e juveniles at Haux1ey from 23rd - 28th (I1RS) and at BaQburgh on 24th/25th (BRS) . 

Both trapped . 

Hawfinch:-
An adult on Kielder Burn on 19th (RTG). 
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Crossbill: -
3 at Washington on 15th (per BU) . 

Ortol an Bunting:-
1 at Hauxley from 23r d - 28th (HRS) and l on the Farnes on 23r d (BL) . 

LIST OF CONTRIBUTORS 

R. Adams . R. Grey. E. R. Meek. 
c. M. Adamson . R. T. Goading. M. Nattrass. 
R. Atkinson. T. Hall am. R. Norman. 
I. H. Armstrong. R. F. Jenkins . J. D. Parrack . 
M. Bell. J . K. Jefferey. M. Richard son. 
A. Blackett . R. H. Kettle . M. T. Rigby. 
w. Brady. B. Little . M. R. Smith . 
F. Colley. E. Lobl ey. G. Upton. 
K. Dures. L. G. McFarl ane . B. Um·Ti n . 
C. E. Dougl as . J. D. McElwee . P & T Vickers . 
n & M Ether ington. J. & R. McCutcheon. H. Wilson. 
J. C. Forrest . L. J . Milton. Hauxley & Bambur gh Ringing 
B. Galloway.= B. Martin. Stat ions. 

All records for Sept ember to Bryan Galloway, 115 Southway, Newcastle upon Tyne, lJEl5 7~~ 
by 8th October 1970 please. 

R. S. P. B. FILM SHOW: -

This year's show, i n conjuncti on with the Northumberl and and Durham Nature~ists Trust , 
will be held in the City Hall , Newcastle at 7.30. p. m. on Wednesdey , 7th Octjober , 197-:L 
Introduced by James lilder, the films to be shown are ''Winged Aristocrats" an excitin~ n~j': 
film on the birds of prey of Europe , and "Birds of the Grey Wind" showi ng the variec ;Ji:cd 
life of Northern Ireland . Tickets are 6s Od adults , 4s Od children and can be obt ained 
from J . G. Windows , Central Arcade or City Hall Booking Office . 

S • E. NORTlilJMBERLl..ND PONDS : -
Will members please note that the ponds in the Ashington Potlands area are now strictl:r 
private and are not accessible by Club Members . The ponds include Ellington , Li nton, 
Longhirst , Coneygarth and other waters in the area. The ban does not apply to the po~d~ 
at Cresswel l. Members are again r eminded that before entering any pr ivate land anywb ':.~:>.· c: 

in the two counties permission shoul d first be obtained from t he land owner concerned . 

SUBSCRIPI'IONS:-

Members ex e r eminded that annual subscriptions are now due , and should be sent as soon a8 

possible to the Tr easurer, Mr . J . Orton, 25 Lindale Avenue , Whickham Grange Eotate , 
Whickham, Newcastle upon Tyne . 
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TYNESIDE BIRD CLUB 

SEPTEMBER 1970 BULLETIN 

SUMM.lffiY 

Westerly weather dominated September and it was not until the last few days that there 
was any appreciable abatement in the strong winds. The appearance of .\merican Waders 
seemed inevitable and sure enough 2, possi bly 3, Pect or al Sandpi pers wer e seen BS well as 
a possible ~airds Sandpi per . ;mot her Pector al turned up in early October when a Buff 
Br easted Sandpiper was seen on Holy Island . 

Waders in general wer e in good numbers a.nd the drainin~ of the N. reservoir at Whittle 
Dene illustr ated how attractive the area could be if ther e was a per manent area of suit
able f eeding. Species r ecor ded ther e included Grey Plover, Dnr-tniled Godwit , Temmincks 
and Little Stints and Curlew Sandpiper . In f act the latter 2 species wer e particularly 
prominent at the coast after about 8th with birds remaining until early October at l east . 

The gales also dr ove a Manx Shearwater inland on 9th and 3 Pomarines wer e seen during 
the month. On 1st, a possible Whisker ed Tern \·IllS r eported and from 12th - 17th a Narsh 
Harrier frequented the Northumbrian Loughs. It was about mid month that Wigeon were 
moving N. in l ar ge numbers and about the same tioe 2 eArly flocks of Tir ent Geese were 
r eported . 

Passerines were not really in evidence until the l ast f ew days of the month as Iligh 
Pressure over N. Europe began to exert its influence and it was during this brief spell 
that 3 species of shrike , Icterine and Barr ed Wexbl ers and a probabl e Tawny Pipit appeared . 

As the month closed a Chileru1 Flamingo visited Derwent Reservoir for over a week but the 
bird was almost certainly an escape from captivity. 

ClJ1.SSIFIED LIST 

Bl ack Throated Diver:-

4 S. off iumstead on 22nd (DRS) . 

Red- throated Diver : -

5 N. off Seaton Sluice on 13th (ABl/HW) e.nd 6 N. off Annstead on 27th (nns) . Unidentif
ied Divers wer e noted off IIauxley (10 between 5th - 27th) and Seat on Sluice (2 on 19th). 

GREAT CRESTED GREBE:-

Onl y l record ; l at Colt Crag on 13th and 20th (hG/WB/EL et al) . 

BLACK NECKED GHE:JE: -

The Whittle Dene bird, present since late July, was last seen on 6th (IlUt/BG et al). 

LITTLE GRETIE: -

The largest numbers wer e noteG. at Holywell Ponds, with a mrucimum of 17 on 8th (CW) . Up t o 
4 were noted at 7 other water s . 

M..lliX SHELRW.ATER:-

An exhausted bird picked up inland at Stocksfield on 9th during a period of Westerly 
gales (LG). 2N. off Hauxley on 13th (IffiS) and 1 S. off Seaton Sluice on 27th (LGM et al). 

SOOTY SHEARWllTER:-

1 N. off Cresswell on lOth (MH) end 1 N. off Jb1nstead on 21st (BRS) . 
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FULMAR: -

Moving N. off Hauxley on 7th reaching a peak of lOO per hour in evening (TiltS). 

G,'.NNET: -

Heavi est movement s \vere noted off Ilauxley with up t o 180 per hour N. on 7th and up to 
400 per hour on 22nd (HRS). 

CORMOR.tlNT: -

1 at Derwent Reservoir on 5th and a count of 170 on Mexsden Hock on 27th (RN). 

/Qhilean Flamingo:-

1 at Derwent Reservoir on 27th r emained until at least 3rd October (LG et al). No doubt 
an escape from captivity_7 

HERON:-

Record ed in small numbers at many we.ters and also at the coast . Lar gest gatherings were 
at Fenham Flats (6 on 6th), Dudl e Day (max . 13 on 19th) , Alnmouth (10 on 13th) Rnd 
Der went Reser voir (max. 23 on 27th) . 

MALL.tiRD:-

Largest counts wer e from Cc.pheE.t on, 200 on 13th ( Cl'L:l); Colt Crag, 400 on 20th (DNn); 
Dudl e Day, 700 on 27th (lmS) ; Whittle Dene , 200 on 20th (BG); and Grindon, 200 on 20th 
(MR). 

TEAL:-

Max . counts and those in excess of 50 were as f ollows: - On 1st , 100 at Washingt on 
(R:i/Ri.K), on 5th 102 at Whittle Dene (JS:3) , on 20th , 95N off Hauxley with 120 per hour 
N. on 22nd (nns), on 26th 80 a.t Grindon (H.G,/wD/EL) 700 in Dudl e Day, on 27th , 60 at 
Gosfor th (Lill1) and on 29th, 60 at Gri ndon (RG et al~ 

G1l.RGANEY: -

1 at Holywell on 3rd (GU) ?nd 1 near Cresswell on 11th (EH.M). 

GfJ)WALL: -

4 at Gosforth on 8th (MH) a."ld 1 at Holywell on 9th ( GU) . 

WIGEON:-

~ecame increasingly common as the month pr ogressed , with small parties appeFxing at 
many waters. Larger gatherings wer e 200 in Budle ~ay on 27th (DHS), 80 off Seat on Sluice 
on 20th (.t.J3L) cmd 70 on 27th, 60 at Grindon on 26th and 70 at Derwent Reservoir on 29th. 
Moving N. off Hauxl ey on 8 days uetween 13th and 27t h reaching a peak of 160 - 180 per 
hour on 20th/22nd . Off •. ,.nnstead lOO N. on 22nd end 115 N. on 27th. These coastal move
ments are a f eature of this time of the year . 

PINTJJ:L:-

2 at Gosf orth Park on 8th (M[1), 2 in the Coquet Estuary on 19th (CMUt) and 3 N off 
Hauxley on 27th (mm) . 

SHOVELER:-

Holywell showed a peak of 25 on 13th (GU) . On 21st, 13 at Swallow Pond (MN) and on 27th 
at least 66 in Gosforth P<.:rk (LGM) . Only other recor ds wer e 1 at v/nshington on lst 
(RA/RM<:) , 3 at R::uxl ey on lOth (HRS) and 5 at W'.u.itUe Dcme on 27th (NR) . 
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SC.Li.UP:-

1 at \vhi ttle De ne on 5th - 11th and 2 there on 20th ( J & RMcC / D & ME). 

T1JFTED DUCK:-

Whittle Dene numbers built up t o a no.x . of 48 by 27th (JSD et al). 38 nt Hartburn on 6t h 
(B & ME) and 63 at Colt Cr ag on 13th ( CMil.) . 

POCHJJID: -

On 12th, 32 at Greenlee (LGM) . 40 at Capheaton on 13th ( CM..i ) and 20th (13Mn). 20th also 
pr oduced 60 - 70 at Whittle Dene (:GGjMR) , 20 at Colt Cr c:.g (I.lHn et al ) and 16 at Grindon 
(I>ffi). 

GOI.J)ENEYE: -

2 on Holy I sland on 26th (LGM/RN). 

im early bird off Hauxley on 13th (IffiS). 

VELVET SCOTER:-

2 N. at J;nnstead on 26th (DitS) . 

COI-11.'10N SCOTER: -

60 off Hauxley on 22nd and lOO off Chevin;~on on 27th when 85 N. off Jmnstead . Up t o 30 
off Seaton Sluice during the month moving either N. or S. (D & ME et c:.l). 

35 off Ross on 6t h (LGM). Off Hauxley 1 N. on l Oth , 10 N. on 20th and 2 N. on 22nd (HRS). 

GOOSANDER: -

Single f emal es on the Tyne at Corbridge on 1st (MR) and Dellingham on 27th (DL). 10 at 
Colt Crag on 20th (BHn/B & ME). 

SHELDUCK:-

A young bird ne<U' St . Hary' s all month (MHj:KGD e t al) and another at Washington on 4t h 
and 15th (RN). 4 - 5 at Cr osswell most of month and 9 N. off fmnstead on 27th. 

GREY LAG GOOSE: -

22 flew S. over Fel t on on 3r d (BG) and 1 at Colt Crag on 20th (D & II'JE ) . 

DRENT GOOSE: -

A very earl y r ecord of 2 flocks of 20 ~~d 30 flying NE at Tynemouth (KGD). 

40 - 48 in the Colt Crag area on 13th and 20th (J & ME et al ). 

:MUTE SvJJili: -

A party of 15 in the Killingworth/ Swallo'"' area on 25th/27th were somewhat unusual 
(BG/DMn) and 10 at Holy-well on 28th (HE) wer e probably part of this flock. 



,. 

BUZZJJID: -

2 at Stanhope (\.Jeardale) on 12th/13th (J & BMcC) and 1 near Ah1inton on 20th (nw). 

SPARRO\v H.l\.WK:-

1 flewS . over Denton J3urn on 13th (DG) and 1 arrived from the SE at Ha.uxley on 23rd (HRS). 

MARSH Hl\RHIER:-

An i mmature at Greenlee Lough on 12th (LGM) a~d probably the same bird at Grindon Lough 
on 17th (:HRS). 

PEREGRINE:-

1 over the Cumber1and Border near Alston on 1st (BMn) . 1 at Stanhope on 13th (H & ~IcC) 
and 1 at Cr osswell also on 13th (D & :t<IE). 

MERLIN:-

On 4th, 1 in Wallsend (ffiv), on 9th, 1 near Seaton De1aval (riH) , on 13th, 1 at Colt Cra0 
(RG/WB/EL), on 26th, 1 at Wt::shington and on 27th, 1 at Whittle Dene (J & RMcC). 

KESTHEL:-

A distinct S. movement noted at Hauxley during month when some 15 indi viduals were oounted 
coasting, mainly just offshor e . 

COOT:-

254 at 13roomlee on 12th (LGN). 

OYSTERCL.TCHER: -

60 at St. Mary' s on 16th (GU) a max . of 54 at Cresswell on 19th (CM11), and 80 flew N. 
at Hauxley on 22nd (HRS). 

LAPWING:-

100 coasted N. off Soaham on 4th (l~JR) when 200 at Howick. 300 at Whittle Dene on 2nd 
(IH.A.), 600 at Brenkley on 8th (MH) and on 19th - 24th, c600 at Ho1ywell (n & ~'lE et al). 
800 in ~udle Bay on 19th (CW) and 500 at Red Row on 21st (HHS). 

RINGED PLOVER: -

A l arge count of 129 bet\-1een Al nnouth and J3oulmer on 5th (LGM) and still 40 on 2-'lth ( CMI.). 
Moving S. through Hauxley be tween 20th - 27th , with a peak of 86 on 21st when 1 was 
trapped wearing a Norv1egi an ring (HRS) . \Vhi ttle Dene had a max. of 12 on 3rd and 8th and 
l ast noted there on 13th (TILl.) et al) . 2 at \(:shingt on on 4th and 27th (R...W ) and 2 at 
Hallington on 13th (RG et al) . 

GREY PLOVER: -

A most unusual inland r ecord of 1 at Whittle Dene on 2nd/3r d ( I H.\/J & RMcC). At Hauxley 
75 on 13th, 85 on 21st and 1 s. on 26th (IIRS). At Cr esswel1 1 on 18th (GU) and 2 on 24th 
(TH). .~,t Bud le Bay 14 on 26th when 8 at Deal (LGM) . .,~.t Lynemouth 1 on 20th (RA et al) 
and on 27th, 1 on C:.>q_uet Eutuary (BG). 

GOLDEN PLOVER: -

A suggestion of a peak movement through North~~berland onl9th - 21st when 1750 in Budle 
Bay ( CW) 1000+ at Wl:1i ttle Dene ( JS3) 2000 at Red How (HRS), and 2 - 3000 at Druridge 
(TII). Smaller numbers at these and other localities throughout month . 



T{)J:U~STONE: -

125 at St . Mary's on 16th (GU) was the l ar gest gathering r eported . 

SNIPE: -

.A distinct incr ease after 18th when 50 at Cresswell (TH). Next cl ay Whittle De-ne had a 
peak of 47 (JSD) and on 20th, 22 on Huly I:;land (Cill) ?..nd 15 arr ived at Hcmxley (::ms) . 
By 26th, 40 at 'vlashington (RN) and 42 at u .•. uxley (HRS) . 

J iiCK SNIPE: -

l at Dambur gh on 26th (BRS). 

CURLE\ol: -

300 in Dudle Day on 19th (cw) . 

WIITNBREL: -

Still moving through coastal districts during month in small numbers. 4 at Holy Islan~ 
on 13th (LGM) and 5 S. at ,\oble on 9th (TH) were largest numbers r eported . l inland at 
Dcrwent Reservoir on 23rd (RG/\fl~ ) and still l at St . Mary's on 27th (JDMcE). 

DL~CK-TAILED GODWIT:-

l at Ellington Pond froo 6th - 24th (TH et e.l). l S. e.t Gr ess-vmll on lOth and 1 on the 
pond on 11th (MI{/Tn) . 1 at Beal on 13t h (LGM/Irn) . 

Dli.R- TA.ILED GOD\f.IT :-

Small numbers all along coas t . Lur&est numbers were at Holy I s land ( 100+ on 18th) and 
I3ud l e Bay (lOO on 19th) . 18 S at IIauxley on 6th and 20 at l3oulmer .on 24th. An unusual 
inl and record of l at Whi ttle Dene on 4th (131) . 

GREEN SllNDPIPER: -

l - 3 birds reported f r om 7 localities during month. l on Tyne at Cor bridge was farthest 
inland (MR) . 

WOOD S;lNDPIPER:-

l in Ellington/Cress\vell area from 7th - 9t h (TH et al) . 1 at Boul mer on 5th (LGM) , l 
at Whittle Dene on 13th (Inli) and 2 at Swallow on 26th (IM). 

COM:r-10N SilNDPI PER: -

it decrease as month progressed but still 2 at Whittle Dene on 20th (DG) and 13 <!t Derwent 
Reservoir on 24th (LG). 

REDSIL.NK: -

70 at St . Mary ' s on 16th was l ar gest flock r eported (GU) . 

SPOTTED REDSHi:NK: -

Particularly prominent at Whittle Dene with 9 on 2nd decreasing to 2 by l l th and sti l l l 
on 27th (IRA et al ). .At Budle Bay up to 3 bet\.,reen 13th and 27th (C\·1 e t al) . 1 i n the 
Holy Island area on 13th and 19th (LGM et al). At Washin~ton 1 on l st (RA et al), at 
El l ington 1 - 2 between 14th - 21st (TH et al) and at Swallow 1 - 3 between 19th - 28th 
(BMnjMN) . 
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GREENSH.i,NK :-

1 - 2 at many localities S. from Dudle Day and as far inland as Hallington. 4 on the 
Tyne a t Corbridge on lst (M:~), 5 at lUnmouth on 5th (LGM) and 5 at Dudl e Bay on 27th 
(BitS). 

KNOT: -

150 at Bnmburgh on 3rd (BG) and 200 at Hauxley on 14th (HHS) . No more th~n 40 elsewher e 
on the coast . 

LIT 'I' LE STINT: -

Many r ecor ds of small parties and an inl and locality, \ihittle Dene , pr ovided the l ar gest 
gatherine vTith ll ther e on llth (IHA et al). Holy Isl<k"ld hnd up to 7 between 13th and 
27th (CW et al) . 2 at i'umstead on 21st (BHS). l nt \-larkworth on lt1th and at Hauxley on 
21st (HRS). Cr esswell had a max . of 4 on 18th, ~d pr esent at Lynemouth between lOth -
30th with 5 on 17th - 19th and 6 on 30th (TH) . Lt Holywell 1 on 8th and 2 on 24th 
(B & ME et al), at Swallow 4 on 15th (GU) end at St . M~ry ' s, 2 on 20th (MH/KGD) . 

}femmincks Stint :-

A bird at Whittle Dene on 2nd and 4th (IHil/BL) but notes have not yet been received .J 

PECTORl~ SilliDPIPER:-

1 at Ellin&~on Pond on 6th wes fir st seen by GU and l ater by TH. It was subsequently seen 
and photographed by many observers and was l ast r eported on 12th. This is the 4th 
Northu~berland record, having been accept ed by the Rarities Committee . A bird seen only 
briefly at \AJashington on 15th may have b8en of this species (R,l.jRN) but satisfactory 
notes were obtained of l at the same place on 21st (J".l.G) . 

Jrrairds Sandpiper: -

A bird possibly of thi s species was watched feeding with Dun1in at St . Mnry ' s Island on 
21st and 23rd (KGD,h-JQ/GU/JKJ) . Notes are being considered by the Club and Nortimmberl and 
Rarities committees~ 

DUNLIN: -

The inland localities , vJhi tt1e Dene , Holj"1-iell, Vl~shington and Derwent Reservoir each had 
up to 40 during month. At the coast largest counts wer e 150 at St . Mary ' s on 19th (MH) 
and l OO in Coquet Est uary on 27th (3G). 

CUHLEW SJlNDPIPER:-

A good .Autumn f or this species with 1 as far inland as ltJbittle Dene on 8th (MR) . Birds 
were present throughout month with max. counts of 7 at Fenham Mill on 6th (LGM) 13 on 
Holy Island on 20th (R~ et al ) , 20 in Budle Bay on 27th (BhS) , 4 in Coquet Estuary on 27th 
(BG/ERM) , 4 at Lynemouth on 18th - 21st (TH et nl) , 3 at Washington on lst (RA et al) , 2 
at St . H!ll'y' s on 20th - 26th (BG/GU) . Singles at Ellingt on on 18th - 20th and imnstead 
on 21st . 

RUFF:-

In ones and twos a t nany localities , even 2 P.S f ?,r inlanrJ as Grindon on 12th (LGM) . i'i.s 
many as 18 at \.Jhittle Dene by 12th (LGM/GU et al) ., and 5 at Hallingt on on 13th (RG et e.l) . 
On 11th, 6 at CresS\.,rell (TH) and another 6 flE.n.,r S. On 26th , 5 at Washington (J & HMcC) and 
next day 4 in Budle Bay (MR). 

S.ANDERLING: -

80 at Hauxley on 14th was month ' s I!lrocimum (HRS) . 
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.il.RCTIC SICUA:-

Particularly prominent on 27th when 14 off See.t on Sluice (-'Wl et al), 8 off Hauxley (Hits) 
and 8 off Anns t ead (HrtS) . 

POM&RINE SKUA:-

l off Ross on 6th, l off Holy Island on 26th (LGM) and l S. off Seeton ~luice on 27th 
(iilll/LGM et al) . 

GRE.\T SK.U.A:-

l s. off Hauxley on 5th (HRS) and off 1mnstead l on 22nd and ll N. on 27th (DRS) . 

GLAUCOUS GULL:-

1 in ~tmble/Hauxley area most of month (TH/fffiS) . 

LITTLE GULL:-

A lst. y. in iunble on 26th (HRS) and an adult at vlashingt on on 27th (R..~). 

BLACK TERN:-

1 off Holy Island on 13th (LGM), 1 at Ho l ywell from 14th - 24th (I1N et al), 1 S. off 
Annstead on 22nd (BRS) . 

/Marsh Tern (sp):-

A bird thought t o be a \Vhiskered Ter n was watched f or some time at close rr..nge at Holywcll 
Ponds on 1st (..£31) . The rccor<1 is bei ng considered by Dritish ::Sirds , Northumberla.nd 
and the Club Rarities Committees._? 

I COMI>IT c I TERN: -

A steady S. movement of 50- 60 per hour at St. Mary ' s on 12th (I3G). 11. juv. at Scotswood 
Bridge on the Tyne on 28th (DL). 

ROSEATE TER."'l: -

A f l ock of 14 f l ew off inland over Dudle Bay on 27th (BHS) . 

LITTLE TERN:-

1 S. at Cresswell on l Oth (TH) . 

S.l\NDWICH TEH.N: -

Noted moving S. off Seaton Sluice on 3rd , 9th and 19th (B & ME) and off Hauxley on 22nd -
27th (In~s) at up to 35 per hour . 

SHORT-ElJ:lED OWL:-

1 near Cresswell on ll th (ERM) and 2 nt Holywell on 15th (I-1N). 

SWIFT: -

Last records were on llth- 13th when up to 3 at Hauxley (HRS) and 2 at Denton Burn (BG). 

KINGFISHER:-

On 13th, l at Corbridge (MR) and 1 at Stanhope (J & ftMcC) . 
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GREAT SPOTTED WOOTIPECKER:-

1 i n the west end of Hewca.stle on 20th - 25th (EG). 

SKYLAlliC: -

A gener al S. movement between 18th - 26th when they wore not ed passing over Damburgh , 
Hauxley, Cresswell and Tynemouth. 

SW!iLLOW:-

Moving S. most of month , particularly noticeabl e at Hauxley with up to 50 per day. 

HOUSE MrillTIN: -

Smaller numbers movi ng S. with Swall ows, but still many r emaining at end of month . 

Si'!.ND MARTIN:-

Late birds moving S. at Hauxl ey on 5th (5) and 12th (10) . 

TITS: -

BecBI!le prominent at coast after 8th with up to 30 (mainly Blue Tits) at Damburgh and 
Hauxl ey and a flock of lOO at Washingt on . 3 Coal Tits at rtauxley on 26th and a }fursh Tit 
in Tynemouth on 15th. Singl e \Yillow Tits at Hauxley, E:ndstone , Chevingt on and Washine;t on. 

TREECREEPER:-

Single passage birds trapped at Hauxl ey on 6th - 13th and 25th- 27th (IffiS) . 

WREN:-

Moving through Hauxley after 12th with a nax . of 8 - 10 on 15th (HRS) . 

MIST LE THHUSH: -

3 flocks totalling 20 flew S. over Hauxley on 27th (HRS). 

FIELDFAHE: -

An early bird at Greenlee on 12th and another on Holy Island on 26th (LGM). 

SONG THRUSH:-

Influxes of 15 on 21st , 10 on 23r d and 30 en 26th/27th at Hauxley (Hl1S). 

REDWING:-

Betv1een 23rc1 - 27th up to 7 at Hauxley and 3 at Me..rsden (RA) . 30 on Holy Island on 26th 
(LGM) and 10 in Priors Park, Tynemouth on same day (NH/KGD) . 

BLACIC3Il:ID:-

A suggestion of an influx on 23rd/24th with up t o 25 at Marsden and Hauxley (HA/HRS) . 

WHE.\TElill: -

Still a few at coast by end of month . 

WHINCHil.T: -

As with yfueateer , no l ar ge 'falls '. 
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Very few recor ds . At Hauxley 2 on 5th/6th , 4 on 11th/12th and 1 - 2 daily after 22nd 

(HRS). 1 - 2 at Priors Park on 21st and 28th (KGDfrlli) . 1 at Whit burn on 7th, 2 at 

Marsden on 24th (RA) and 1 near Warkworth on 27th (nG/ERM). 

ROBIN:-

At Hauxley influxes of 25 on 14th and 30 on 25th (HRS) . 

GRASSHOPPER WJJWLER:-

Singl e birds at DEJJ!lburgh until 20th (l3RS) and 2 at Hauxley on 13th (IffiS) . 

SEDGE W .. !llillLER: -

Late birds at Bamburgh (1 on 13th), and Hawcloy (4 on 18th and 1 on 27th) . 

ICTERINE WlillB~~: -

Singl e Hippolais Warblers almost certainly of this species ~t Hauxley on 13th (HRS) and 

Priors Park on 27th/28th (KGDjMH) . 

BLACKChP:-

Coastal passage was noticeably at a peak on 13th (5 at Hauxley) e~d 19th/20th (6 at 

Hauxley, 3 at Brunburgh, 2 in \·Jhi tley :Jay). Singles at Hauxley and Ilambur t;h on many other 

days. 

B.ARRED \v.tllillLER: -

Singles at Hauxl ey on 5th - 13th and 24th - 27th (HRS). 1 on Hol y Island on 27th (DL) . 

At Dambur gh, 1 on 12th, l on 20th , 2 on 26th (BRS) . At Hauxl ey l on 6th, 7 on 12th, 1 on 

14th, l on 24th (Ims) . At Priors Park 2 on 19th, 1 on 27th (I1H). 

~!HITETEROAT : -

At Hauxley l on 5th, 2 on 12th, 1 on 21st - 25th (HRS) . 2 at Bamburgh on 12th (HitS) and l 

in Whitley :Jay on 20th (JDMcE). 

LESSER \oJHITh'THRO..lT: -

l at DamburGh on 12th (BRS) and 1 on Holy Island on 13th (LGM/fu~). 

\VILLOW W!JBLEH: -

12 in the Hauxley ,\.rea on 11th/12th was lar gest fall reported . Still 1 at Hauxley on 

27t h (HRS). 

CHIFFCHAFF: -

Displaced the Willow Warbler after about 12th when 1 - 2 at l3amburgh, up t o 5 at Hauxley, 

l - 2 at Tynemouth, 1 in Blaydon anp l in Gosfort h Park . 

WOOD W iJillLER: -

1 at ilauxley on 14th (HltS) . 

GOLDCREST:-

Up t o 12 ~t several points al ong coast after 12th. 
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SPOTTED FLYC~TCHER:-

1 at Hauxley on 24th was last to be r eported (HRS). 

PIED FLYCi.TCHER:-

Up to 4 at 4 coastal loce.li ties from Janbm:.·e;h to Marsden between 7th - 27th. 

Moving s. over Hauxley on several days after 5th. 400 S. over St . Mary's i n 3 hours on 

12th (KGD/MH) and 100 + at Swallow Ponds on same day (I!W) was typical of the scale of 

these movements. 

/fawny Pipit:-

Notes received on a "large , sandy-coloured pipit" at Whittle Dene on 27th (IHA/J & BMcC) 

are being considered by the Rarities Committee._? 

TREE PIPIT:-

2 passed SW over Denton Burn on 4th (DG) and 1 near \<lc.shington on 8th (DU). 

PIED W1~GTAIL:-

Small parties ~oving tl1rough coastal districts throughout month particularly between 

3rd - 12th. 

GREY WAGTAIL:-

1 at Bamburgh on 26th (DRS) was probably on passage . 

YELLOW \ol..tlGT1~IL: -

Last record was of 1 at Hauxley on 20th (mm) . 

GREl . .T GREY SHHIKE: -

1 in Marsden Hall on 23rd/24th (RA) . 

RED- BhCKED SHRIKE:-

1 near !~ble on 27th (MR). 

WOODClli;.T SIDUKE: -

A juvenile on Holy Island on 26th/27th (LGM/RN et al ) . The r ecord was accepted by t he 

Club Rarities Committee. 

GOLDFINCH: -

Most plentiful during last week of month •ri th up to 14 R.t Dam burgh and up t o 10 at 
Hauxley. 

SISKIN: -

3 at Marsden Hall on 23rd (lUt), 1 at Hauxley on 26th and 1 at Damburgh on 27th . 

CROSSDILL:-

40 at Smales on the N. Tyne on 27th (DL) . 
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SNOW DUNTING:-

6 on Holy Island on 26th (LGM/RN) and 1 near the 1~venue at Seaton Del avel on 27th/28th 

(MH) . 

LIST OF CONTRIBUTORS:-

R Adai!ls L. Gray R. Norman 

C. M. M.amson R. Grey M. Richard son 

R. Atkinson T. Hall am A. J . Richar ds 

I.H. Armstrong M. Hodgson M. R. Smith 

A. Dlackett D. Little B. Unwin . 

w. Brady E. Lobley G. Up t on 

J. s . Booth B. Martin ]3 . Watson 

K. G. Duress E. R. Meek c. "V lard 

B & M Etheringt on L. G. McFarle..ne 1{. \hlson 

B. Galloway J & h McCutcheon Hauxley and Damburgh Ringing 

J . il. Ginnever J . D. McElwee Stations 
M. Nattr ass 

All r ecor ds f or October t o Bryan GallO\vay, 115 Southway, S \o/ Denton , Newcastle upon Tyne 

NE15 7 HD by 8th November 1970 please . 

FIELD TRIPS 

1. CLUB DUCK COUNT - SUND..::.Y 22 NOVUIDEH 1970 

The following group leaders have a.e-reed t o cover the areas listed below. If you \·Tish to 

take part in this count please contact the l eader of the area you wish to visit . 

Beginners are especially welcome :-

( i) Northumbrian Loughs 
L G McFarlane , 28 Fox & Hounds Road, Fenham, Newcastle upon Tyne 5. 

(ii) Whittledene , Hallington , Colt Crag etc. 
I. H. ~'lrmstrong, 12 Valerian ~i.venue , Heddon on the Wall. 

(iii) North West (Lilburn, Pawston etc) 
C. Ward, 32 Meadow Road , Lemington. 

(iv) N. Dur ham. 
R. Norman, 9 Tenter Terrace , Durham. 

(v) South East (Holywell, Gosforth Pc~rk, Cof'.st from Tilyth t o Tynemouth) . 

C. E. Douglas, 25 Brierd ene Road , vfuitley Day. 

(vi) Ashinbt on/Cresswell Area. 
E. R. Meek/E. Bird (Unfortunately due t o access r estrictions we cannot take 

any mor e in this area) . 

(vii) North Eas t (Holy Isl and, Budl e Day, Swinhoe Lcl<es etc) . 

J. E. Orton, 25 Lindal e Avenue , Whickham. 

(viii) Bolam, IIartburn , Fontburn etc. 
C. Adamson, 5 Denway Grove , Seaton Sluice. 

(ix) Coast from Beadnell southwards to Alnmouth. 
J . A. Ginnever, Shincl i ffe House , Shincliffe , Co. Durhe..m . 

(x) Coast from Stag Rocks t o Bendnell. 
P. Hawkey, ll Crewe Street , Seahouses . 
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2. TRIP TO SOL\o/AY - SUNDAY, 13 DEC:EMTIER 1970 

The coach will leave Baxter ' s Cp..fe, Tynemouth a t 8.a. m. and pick up c.t the Hancock 
Museum at 8.30.a. m. With a full coach the cost shoul d be about 17s Od per head. The 
closing date for bookings is Monday , 23 November 1970. Please write t o E. R. I1EEK, 
5 El.u.l\1 HOiill, CHEVIOT VIE.'\v, PONTEL.AND, 1'E\.fC.:J3TLE UPON TYNE. 

SUBS ARc NOif DUE, PLEASE SEUD THEl'~ TO THE T!.{EAS1e~H, l.:....t . J OHTON AS 
SOON AS POSSIBLE . T:IE ADD~t!';SS IS:-

25 LINDALE AV.:.:.;!JUL, !1-IICi~HAti , NE~JCASTLE 
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T Y N E S I D E B I R D 

OCTOBER 1970 DULLETIN 

SUMMARY 

c L u I3 

With the exneption of the per iods 10 - 17 and 20 - 22 , October \vas dominated by westerly 

to north westerly weather as a series of depressions moved eastwards across N. Scotl and. 

Conditions were thus rarely favour abl e for the migration of passerines from the Continent . 

Even the small flush that occurred between 10 - 17, as high pressure became established 

over Denmark, was nowhere near the scale we are sometimes used t o in October but the light 

SSE winds did bring Recnvings , Iling Ouzels , Blackbirds , 2 Black Redstarts , 2 Heed \varblers, 

Blackcaps, a Yellow Drowed Warbler, 2 Great Grey S!1rikes and Bramblings . Tt:e generally 

settled weather on the Continent at that t ime however allowed migration of Turdidae , 

Robins and Goldcrests to S. Europe proceed unhinder ed. 

Northerly gal es on 20/21 resulted in an interesting movement of sea bir ds, particularly as 

the storms abated. Divers , Ducks, Gulls and Pomarine Skuas were very much in evidence and a 

possible Booby (sp) W!:W seen off St . I1::ry1 s . Wit hin a week of the gales , which affec·~ed 

much of the N. Eur opean sea board, 3 Grey Pnal aropes wer e seen t ogether and both Geese and 

Whot>per S\•Hms became more numerous . 

Et_;r ly in month a fe\v Shearwat er s vmre moving N. and both Pectoral and Buff Breasted Sand

pipers were r eported . L~ttle St ints and CUrlew s~ndpiper continued to move through coastal 

districts and in mid month a possible Ferruginuous Duck appeared . Despite the apparent 

adver se weather conditions , the last week of the month was not '~thout interest as the firs 

Waxwings arrived , being the f orerunners of a heavy invasion early in November, and as well 

as a possible Temmincks St int both Woodchat end GreRt Grey Shrikes were reported . 

Altogether an interesting month. 

CLASSIFIED LIST 

Black-throated Diver: 
At least 4 N. off St . Mary ' s on 22nd (ERM/JDP) . 

Great Norther n Diver : 
Off St. l1c'U'y 1 s 2 N on 4th , 1 Non 8th and 1 Non 22nd (Eill1/JDP) . Off Cresswell 2 S on 18tl: 

(JDP) . Off Hauxley 1 N on 15th and 3 N on 24th (HhS) and off I3amburgh 1 on 2'1th (DRS) . 

Red- throated Diver: 
Many records of birds moving offs:i1ore throughout month between Hol y Isle.nd e.nd i.Jhi tburn. 

The largest movements were on 22nd/24th when 24 N off St Mary1 s (Elli~/JDP) and 21 Nand ~ S 

off Hauxley (HRS) when 14 off Cresswel l (PLG) . Most of the unidentified Divers were prob

able of this species . 

Great Crested Grebe: 
1 at Bolam on 18th and 25th ( CMA). l off Holy Isl211d on 11th (P.N) , 1 off St M..':l.ry ' s on 22nc 

(ERM/JDP) , l at Cr esswell on 24th (PLG) 1 off Iiauxley on 26th and 28th (HRS) , 3 off Seaton 

Sl uice on 31st ('GU) . 

Red- necked Grebe : 
1 off Bamburgh on lOth (HN) . 

Little Grebe : 
Up to 5 noted at Col t Crag, Whittle Dene, Bolam, Derwent, Woodhorn and H~uxley and a max. 

of 9 at Holywell on 3rd (Rli et al) . 

Manx Shear\·rater : 
Off Hauxley 7 Non 3rd and 2 Non 4th (HHS) and off St Mary's 1 Non 22nd (ERM). 
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Balearic Shearwater: 
1 N off llauxley on 3rd (HRS) showing distinctly duller underparts than Manx that were 

passing at the same time. 

Sooty Shearwater: 
A total of ll N off Hauxley on 3rd (HRS). 

Fulmar: 
A few back at the Farnes by 31st (ERM). 

Gannet: 
Still a f ew off several coastal points during month. 

Cormorant/Shag: 

0 

• 

Cormorants were commoner than usual off Seaton Sluice on 4th when at least lOO were counted 

mainly moving S (ATil/B & ME). Both species moving N. in moderat e numbers off St Mnry's on 

22nd (ERM). 

/B'ooby sp : 
What was thought to be a juvenile blue-faced was observed flying N off St Mary's on 21st 

(JDP)A The Rarities Committee have sought expert advice on this unique sighting._? 

/Qhilean Flamingo: 
The Derwent Reservoir bird was l nst seen on 4th (RN et a.l) and what was probable the same 

bird was present at Colt Creg on 18th - 24th (RG et al) and at Hallington on 27th CM11)_l 

Heron: 
Noted arriving froQ the Eat Boulmer (l on lst), SeAton Sluice (5 on 4th) , Holy Island (l on 

lOth) end Sunderland (l on 30th). Small parties at the usual localities amongst vmich 

Budle Day had a max. of 8 on l Oth - 18th und Derwent a me.x. of ll on 4th. 7 near illwinton 

on 30th. 

Mallard : 
Moving N offshore on 2lst/22nd with 261 off St Mary's in 5! hours and 113 off Whitburn in 

l hour (JDPjnU). The l argest inland counts were a max. of clOO at Derwent Reservoir on 

ll th (:i3G), 300 at both Capheaton and Colt Crag on 18th/19th ( CMA/RG et al) and 220 at 

Whittle Dene on 24th (J & RMcC). Also 400 in Budle Day by lOth (RN). 

Teal: . 

94 flew N off St Mary's in~ hours on 2lst/22nd (ERM/JDP). Counts in excess of 70 were 

120 at Washington on 3rd, max. of 230 at Holywell on 18th (CED), 600 in Budl e Day on lOth 

(~RS) and a max. of 200 at Derwent on 31st (RN). 

Gadwall: 
1 at Crc)sswell on )rd (DG) and l N off Holy Island on lOth (EHM). 

Wigeon: 
650 in Budle Bay on lOth (RN) had increased to 3000 by 18th (RAjR,~). On 15th, 250 N off 

Hauxley (HitS), on 17-th 258 at Br oomlee (LGM), on 18th, 76 at Hallington (nG et al), cmd on 

)lst, . 75 at Derwent (llN). l5ff N off St Mary's in 4 hours on 22nd (~I). 

Pin tail: 
Up t o 7 in Dudle Bay between lOth - 17th (DRS) and l N off St Mary's on 21st (RH). 

Shoveler: 
7 at Newton on lst and 4 on 18th ( CMJ~.jn .... ). 20 at Gosforth Park on 4th (ERM), l at Fenham 

Flats on 18th And l - 2 at Capheaton between 19th~ 31st (C:l1/MR). 

Scnup: 
2 at ~fuittle Dene on 4th and l on lOth (RN/JSB). Off Hauxley 4 Non )r d , 1 on lOth and 2 

on 14th (HRS). 4 N off Holy Island on lOth and l N on 22nd (ERM). 
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Tuft~Du~!f.: 
4l ~~ -~. '..::~..:. ·:·-;, l_r~ DGr.c.: on 3rd and lOth (JSB) nnd 45 at Hallington on 18th (E.G/·.'3/:L:;I,) were ·uy :.·:;;._ 

t he l arges t flocks r eported . 35 fl ew S low over the sea at Hauxley on 15th (HHS) . 

Pocha.rd : 
LP:~:;:;~:-ct sc.cunt::> vJere 33 - 35 in I3roomlee/Shield on The Wall area on 17th - 2/]. th (LGM/AJH), 

and 43 at Derwent on 31st (!ill) . .Also ncted at Hart burn , Caphec~ton and 14hi ttle Dene . 

Go -l.(~ ~~:~')oo;re : 

();--3-rd_;-'_2 N off Whi tburn (BU) end 1 N off Hauxley (Hli.S) and then many record s after 15th . 

A heavy N sea movement between 21st and 24th produced 115 off St Mary ' s on 2lst/22nd (El&I/ 

JD:) 2nd 28 off '~itburn (BU), at least 70 off Seaton Sluice on 23rd (D & ~£) and 41 off 

Hauxley on 24th (Hl1S) . By 24th , 22 at Whittle Dene (J & RMcC) and on 31st , 39 at Derwent 

(li.N ). 

Lor ,::·- 7- r~ i ·~2.: ~ ... vr.k : 
On·l~~;l;;·-~<'l.t - L~emouth (D & TH) and on 3rd , 1 S off Hauxley (HR.S) . Up to 8 off prunburgh 

after l Oth (RN et al) and on 22nd 10 N off St Nary ' s (EHM/JDP) . Ones and twos at various 

points e.J.ong the coast after this date but 3 inl and r ecor ds e.re of inter est; On 25th l at 

Col~ C.r~g and 1 at Hallington (CMli) a~d on 31st , 2 at Derwent (RN) . 

Vel_:::§_:L_~o~§?_:T;_: 

1 cff D:::.:n;:Jn!.'r;h on lOth and 24th (nRS) . Singl e s off Sea ton Sluice on 25th and 31st ( GU) and 

off !-\:::t::dey on 24th - 28th (lrn.s) . On 21st - 22nd , 19 N off St !1ary 1 s (Elm/JDP) . 

Com.l1Jon Scoter : 
On. 22nd ; - 74 N off St Ma.ry ' s (EHM/JDP) and on 24th, 140 N off Hauxley (IlliS) . Flocks of 30 -

50 c1f Bamburgh/FP~nes on 21th and 27th (CMA) • 

.Lfe.::-':Elf&n2ue_:Q.~ck : 
What was thought to be an immatur e bird Has s een at Holywell Ponds on 18th (CED) . The 

record is being considered by the Committee ._? 

_g§..C\::]~!'~ e.c: t~g_j~_rganser : 
Up to 9 off 7 points on coast bEtvJeen Holy Isla.~d c.nd St M?..ry ' s afte r 3rd and ll off 

Bamburgh on lOth (R."T) . Oa 2lst/22nd, 36 N off St Mary's (E:kM/JDP) . 

Goo ~-t?Jld er : 
1 at Cor bridge on 9th (MH) , 2 N off Sea.ton Sluice on 22nd (ERM) and 19 at Colt Creg on 25th 

( Gri.Li) . 

She l duck_: 
I nland records of 1 at Derwent on 11th and then 2 from 13th - 31st (BGjltN e t al) and 1 at 

Gosforth Park on 15th ( CED) . 30 in Bud l e Day on 27th ( C:r:-11-t) . 

Grey Geese : 
Unidentified flocks were r eported flying W over Gosforth on 21st (c40), NW over Sunderland on 

22~'ld (:1.00+) , W over Cramlington on 24th (28) , over Capheaton on 31st (12) and Hauxley on 

28th (12) . 

Grey L~g Goose : 
lit Holywell for most of the month increasing from 7 on 2nd to 35 on 26th and 48 by 31st 

(iw/CED/BG) . On 2/lth , 2 at Swallow (H',.,r) , on 25th, 11 at \'Jhittle Dene (ii.JH), on 29th, 2 

near Il.nnstead ( JILl) , and on 31st 7 at Derwent (RN). 

Pin1c ~·) c:i,::<d Goose : - - --- ---··----------
1 S a t \-Iar:(H..)=th on 3rd (BG) and 27 N at Ambl e on 21st (HRS ) . 

Dr ent Goose : 
6 i:~~ o~i--S~a.ton °luice on 23r d (I3 & r-1E ) and possibly the s ame 6 on Dud l e Bay on 27th (CAM) . 

Barnacle Goose : 
On 3rd , 25 N off St Mary ' s (GEC) l off Holy Island (B & TH ) and 2 at Holywell ( lilll/HN) . 

On 4th, 32 NW over Derwent wer e probably of this speci e s ( illT). On 18th, 40 on Fenham Flats 

(Cill1) and 17 W over Budle Bay (ili~/Ri~) . 1 a t St Mary ' s on 30th ( RH) and possible same bird 
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flying S et Seaton Sluice on 31st (BG). 

Canada Goos8: 
¥laX . count from Colt Cre.g area wes 44 on 18th (RG et al) . 

Mute Swan: 
Still 14 at Swall ow Ponds on 3rd (HW e t al). 

Whooper Sv1an: -
On 3rd, l at Holywell (lilll/RN) and· 2 over Gosforth next day (EI~I) . From 8th - 18th up t o 
10 in Holy Island ar ea (B & TH et al) and on 17th, 5 at Broomlee and 3 at Hal l eypike Loughs 
(LGM). Up to 9 at 3 other localities eJter 18th but by 25th, 40 at Hol ywell (CED) increas
ing t o 61 by 31st (AD) . 

Sparrow Hawk: 
2 near Ponteland at end of month and singles not ed at Bamburgh (17th), Grindon (17th) , 
Whittle Dene ( 3rd), .tllwinton (30th) 6:...'1d IIauxl ey (15th) . 

Peregrim 
1 at Cresswell on 24th (D & ME). 

Merlin: 
Singl es at Bamburgh (DRS) and Budl e nay (R.t./RAK) on 18th and Hauxl ey on 27th (HRS). 

Water Rail: 
Only 2 r ecor ds; 2 at Bamburgh on lOth (BRS) and 1 a t Hauxley on 17th (PLG). 

Coat: 
465 at Droomlee Lough on 17th (LGM) but no more than 45 at Holywell during month ( CED ). 

Qyster catcher: 
113 at St Nary's by 14th (GU). 

Lapwinr;: 
Movement s at coast wer e in evidence on 4th (100 W a t Sea t on Sluice ), 15th, 18th, 27th and 
29t h (small flocks N. W andS at Bauxley) . 580 at Derwent on 31st (TIN ) . 

Rine,ed Plover : 
Still 45 at Hauxley on 17th after a good Sept ember (BRS) . 

Grey Pl over: 
20 at Holy Island on lOth (ERM) and up t o 4 at Bud l e ·Bay, Hc.uxl ey, Cresswell and St l-1nry' s 
on various other dates . 

Golden Plover : 
On 7th 400+ at Jarrow Sl ake (MH), on l Oth, 500 on Holy Island (ERM), and on 24t h , 200 at 
Whittle Dene (J & RMcC). 

Snipe : 
Hax. of c40 at Whittle Dene on l Oth and 24th (JSB/J & IDlcC), 90 - lOO near Hauxley on 
lOth - 18th (HRS) and 30 at Seaton Delaval on 17th (rill), and on Farnes 1 on 17th anu 8 on 
31st (CHA/EBM). Small gat herings at many other places . 

J ack Snipe : 
1 at Bamburgh on lOth (BRS), 1 at Annstead on 11th and l at Holywell on 18th (JDP) . 

Woodcock : 
A r emarkable gathering of 17 f eeding on exposed mud at Derwent on 31st (RN) . Singl es a t 
Dent on Burn (BG), Tynemouth (KGD), Seaton Delaval (iill ) and Hauxl ey ( ID1S) bet ween 21st-
28th. 

Curlew: 
40 at Holy I s l and on lOth was l ar ges t flock (ERM) . 



B~~:-t~leg Godwit : 
clOO on Holy Isl nnd on l Oth (ERM) . .L'J.so in ones and twos a t He.uxl ey and St Mary' s. 

Bl~.0l~I2:Ped Go.§:.g t;: 
2 at V.!E'l.'!'.:ivorth on lOth (RFJ) e.nd 1 on Hol y Island on 3r d (B & TH) . 

Green. 8.:;:~; .. 1?~ .. -g_~: 
The only :t'c cord was 1 at Whitt l e Dene for most of month (JSD/J & RMcC). 

Co_!P.mcn _ ~-:"-!'£1J.)T.:.::E: 
ll l ate bird at Warden (S . Tyne) on 31st (JHA) . 

Red shank: - -- ----
250+ a t Jarrow Sl e.ke on 7th (MH) . 

S"!)O_~~~ '.;_;~ _ ~~~~1].§'-n:_~: 
1 at C~8 : Gwell on 2nd (TH) , 1 i n Dud l e Day on l Oth (DRS), 1 i n Ho l ywe l l area f r om l Oth -
18th (i;l/J':lN et al ), 1 at Hauxley on 1 4t h (IDl.S) and 2 at Swallo\v on 24th (m.r) . 

Gr eenf:!~: ::>flk : -------- --
2 on Holy Island on 9th (TH) and 1 at Cr esswell on 17th (Efu~) . 

Kno ·:; : 
Only l re~ort; 150 at HaQxley all month (HHS) . 

?.~£!?]3 __ £:.~:s1 ni p e..:E_: 
40+ 3t S0aton Sluice on 25th ( Anl/ID{) . Up to 20 at 3 other points . 3 at Lynemouth on 
l s·c - 21'.c1 (D & TH). 

J>c~Y i J ~--~~t~--'~:J: : 
On )x·J ~ :=: <<' 'w'ashington (still 1 on 17t h) and 3 on Hol y Is l and wher e t hey peaked a t 6 on 
9th and sti2.l 5 on 11th (THjEnM/RN). 4 at Fenham Le Moor on 9th (n & TH) . 1 at Swallow 
on 25th ( GU). 

&mfrl l' . .,c~- ' "' ~ -~-~-,-, .L o 
... • .I.. •., •- ~- · ' -I J. · '"' -··---------- -.-- --· . 

1 accorr:p;:-JJ0-.:.2lt' 'o\ 1 L t tle Stint at S-...rallow on 25th v1as probabl y of this species . The r ecord 
will be consider ed by the Co~ttee ._7 

PectoroJ _§_e,:;&_p.L :xr_: 
1 at Lynemouth on 2nd (TH) constit utes the 5th Nor thumberland r e cord and the s e cond t his 
Autumn. It is possible that this may have been t he bird seen at El lington in September. 

Buff B:;'_~sted Sap_d_piper : 
1 feeding with Lapwings on Holy Isl and on 9th is the thir d r ecord for Northunberland (TH) . 
It h as been accepted by the Commi ttee. 

Dunlin: - -- --
114 at 1Ur~outh on lOth (J & RMcC) was the l a rgest gathering and inland r e cor d s i nvolved 
8 - 10 at Derwent between 4t h - 13th (RG e t al) , 1 5 - 20 at Colt Cr t·.g on 18th and 2 at 
Swallovl on 3rd. 

s ingl es r epor ted f r om WRrkvJOrth (i3G) , Hauxley , Lynemouth (TH) and 
On 2nd , 2 at St Mary ' s (DG/MH) . i~t Ho l y Island up to 8 between 3rd and 
and 20 in Budle Bay on lOth (BHS). 

sa~:9.c1 ~-~15.: 
59 at Gt :·h:ry ' s :;n 24th and c60 at Cresswell Pond on 31s t \vere l arges t reported flocks ( GU). 

R,,-".t' • 
..... J. J. • 

Up t o 4 i n Bud le Bay betiveen lOth - 18th included 1 with a white head ( J & RMcC et al ). 
at Dc:.~\vent on l Oth (HG/EL) and 7 S a t Whitley :3ay on 21st (llli) . 
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Gr~ P4~~..§:.:;:..<?.1?~.: 
2 i n i~1le Harbour on 25th/26th wer e j oined by a t hird on 27th. All allowed close approa ch 
(m~s) . 

Arctic Sb.~a : 

Still a f eiv offshore . Hauxley noted t he larges t movements wi.th 7 N on each of 3rd and 15th. 

Pomc-:crine ~"-: . .tl:J. : ·--------
During t~e 8ea bir d movement of 22nd , 40 Skuas N off St Mary's involved a t least 17 

Pomarine::. ( ·.r J. flock). .ti.ll others were unidentified (ME/E!~/JDP) . 

Glaucous Gull : __ .. ______ _ 
A second year at Hauxley all month and another 2 birds in Amble en 31st (HRS) . L first 
year N off' St Mary 1 s on 22nd ( ERM/ JI)p) . 

Little G')~.:~ =...;;...:;.=--- --- --
2 adul -:-'.. ::.'1.:1 2 i r;;matur es a t Cr esswell Pond on 12th (B & TH) and an i mmeture S off Hauxley 

on 15t:'l C.J.!.S ) . 

Kittiw . ..:. .. ·: 
100 per--hour N off St Mary ' s on 21st /22nd (E11M/JDP) . 

Blade Tern : ___ ,. __ .... __ 
A l de J· u:.;c,rJ of 1 at Hauxley on 17th (IffiS) . 

Conn~- c T 'J J."' : - ----- .. ~ ........ 
Last uo-L c::-1 cm l8th when 3 off Hauxl ey (HHS) . 

Li ttl§'_~.§.?_:'_!-2 : 

A late bird S off St Mary ' s on 2nd (}ill). 

Little !tol-:: 
On 22nd , ~ 11 ·:Jfl" ~:cuton Sluice/ St Mary' s (ERlli/JDP). 

Auks (spJ: 
Noving N ~f.: H~·.:xley at 30 - 40 per hour on 2·1th - 26th (!illS) . 

Turtle Dova : 
ll. lat e r ecord of 1 ne2.r Cor bridge on 11th (AJB.). 

Collared Dova : 
2 on Holy I slend on 11th wer e probably migrants (EI(M). 

Short=E?i£'ed Oyl : 
I mmic:i:?.nts noted a rrivinc; from t he E. a t Holy Island (l) on 8th (JJH ) and ones and twos c:.t 

Swallcvi~ C:rsss-;.;ell , Holywell , Lyne:nouth and Grindon . 2 R.t St Mary ' s on 22nd (JDP) ~ 

SkYlcl-:~~ 
S. c;o:) .::..:; ·-- ~ r·,_: ;:;uvsnents a t up to 150 per hour noted between lOt h and 27th a t Holy Island, 

Cress;,r.:>.n : ~-1-"-:.-c:dey end South Shields . 

Shor..,; :;:_.::-:r!': 
2 or:-"t;-.; - ·coq_uet Estuary on 3rd (DG) and 3 t here on 31st (HRS) . l a t lic.uxl ey on 17th and 

6 fl u,:··:: :'l,1!lg the shore on 25t h (HRS) . 

s~~ lJ ,...,,,. : 
Last noted on 31st when 4 at HP.uxley (HRS) . 

House Mi:!rt-in: 
Last -noted .. o"n 25th when 4 at l~lnmouth ( Elu'I[/13G) . 
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Sand Martin: 
A late record of 2 a t Hauxley on .1th (HHS) . 

Hooded Crow: 
1 in Budle Day on 17th (J & ~1cC) . 

Nuthatch: 
2 at \vallington Hall on lOth (13 & ME). 

Treecreeper : 
Passage birds nt Hauxley (1 on 3rd) , Holy Islnnd (1 on lOth) and Dambur gh (3 on 11th) . 

Wren: 
Peak passage noted at IIauxley, Seaton Delaval and Tynemouth during the first part of month . 

4 on the Farnes on 31st (ERM) . 

Mistle Thrush: 
Small numbers on passage e.t Hauxley and South Shields but at l3amburgh 50 moved through on 

l Oth and 18 on 17th. 

Fieldfare : 
Noted from 3rd onwards but immigration tended to r ench a peak between 22nd - 31st when flockd 

of up to 100 were noted moving W both inland and at the coast . On the l atter date hundrccs 

v1ere moving W over the Farnes despi t c a strong W wi nd . 

Red wing: 
Immigration peaked a little earlier than Fiel dfare at sometime between lOth - 18th but still 

a f ew hundred moving W over the Farnes on 31st . 

Ring Ouzel : 
l at Hauxley on 14th and 4 arrived next day (IffiS) . On 17th, 2 at Bamburgh (DRS) and l at 

Marsden (W1.) and l at Senton Sluice on 16th (RH) . 

Illackbird : 
Immigration was particularly apparent on llth ( l OO on Holy Island) , 14th - 17th (up to 

140 at Bamburgh and Hauxley) nnd 27th - 31st (smnll flocks arriving a t Hauxley, Fnrnes and 

Bud le Bay) . 

Wheatear: 
Last noted on 24th when 1 at .. hmstead (BRS). 

Stonewhat : 
5 at Bambm:eh on lOth included a bird ringed in Druridge Bay Jurjng S11mmer of this year 

(BRS) . Up to 3 at Boulmer , Ha.uxl.ey , Lynemouth end St Mary ' s . 

\Vhinch.::.t t : 
l on Holy Islnnd on 1l th (EI1M) and at J..<1ast 1 at Hnuxh'Y f1.·om 15th - 18th (HRS) . 

Redstart: 
Sine;les at Darnburgh on llth , St Hary ' s on 13th, Priors Park on 15th and 2 on the Farnes on 

17th . il.t Hauxley up to 2 be breen Mth and 25th . 

Black Reds tart: 
l on Holy Island on 11th (ER11) and 1 at Hauxley on 14th (HRS) . 

Reed \</arbl er : 
Singl es trapped at Hauxley on 14th (Ill1S) a~d Jamburgh on 17th (DRS) . 

Blackcap: 
Moving through the Area all month and most conspicuous at the coast. A peak occurred on 

about 15th - 17th with 5 at J3amburgh , 6+ at Hauxley , l at Priors and 4 at Marsden. 

Barred Warbler: 
A bird rint5ed in Sept.amber was still 11r~~s~nt at li"l.uxl.<?y 0 11 1 J +.h (HR~) . 
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Garden \>/arbler: 
2 at Bambur gh on lOth (BHS) and 3 on Holy Island on llth (ERM) . 

Willow Warbler: 
Late singl es at St Mary ' s on 13th (GU) &~d Hauxley on 17th (llliS). 

Chiffchaff: 
l in Wallsend on 7th (JSB) and l nt :ib.mburgh on 24th (BRS) . J ... t Hauxley up to 6 bet\-,reen 
14th- 17th and l - 2 on 24th - 25th (HRS). 

Yellow- browed Warbler: 
1 ip Priors Park , Tynemouth on 15th/16th was trapped and ringed (~lli/KGD). 

Gold crest: 
No more than 12 at any l ocality during month. 

Pied Flycatcher: 
On 3rd , 1 at Hauxley (HiiS) and 1 in Whitley Bay Cemetery (EI~) . 

Grey Wap;tail: 
Singl es at Damburgh, Whitley Bay, \ihit t l e Dene and Wallsend and up to ~ in Durham City. 

Yellow \olagtail: 
J:i. l ate bird at Whitley Day on 6th (RH). 

vlaxwing: 
Perhaps will figure as the species of the ;l.Utumn because at the time of vJTi ting it seems 
we have witnessed a large scale invasion. 8 at I3a.I;lburgh on 24th (DRS) and 14 flying S over 
Alnmouth on 25th (BG/El<M) heral ded the invasion and by 29th , 12 hL•.d passed tr...rough Hauxley 
(HRS) , 30 wer e at Budl e Tiay (~ll) and at l east 30 were in the Exhibition P~rk, Newcastle 
(RA et al). On 31st, 3 or 4 were at South Shie lds (R11) ru1d the Newcastle flock peaked at 
about 200 in early November. 

Great Grey Shrike : 
1 a t Marsden on 13th (per JU), 1 at Hauxl ey on 14th (HRS) and 1 in the Holywell/Seaton 
Delaval area on 25th and 31st (CED/AB). 

/Woodchat Shrike : 
A most unusual end late record of an adult at Seaton Del nval on 24th (ATI). The r ecord 
will be consi der ed by the Co~~ittee._7 

Starling: 
A h8avy N. movement over St Mary ' s on 22nd (EBM). 

Goldfinch: 
10 at Hauxley on 4th was the l ar gest flock r eported. 

Si skin: 
An unusual .::ecord of 40 in Denton l1urn on 22nd (DG). 

Twite: 
20 in the Coquet Estuary on 29th (El~). 

Red poll: 
Flocks of up to 50 were noted at Seaton Del aval and Gosforth Park on 3rd - lOth (iill/AJR). 

Chaff inch: 
Moving through Hauxley in moderate numbers on 15th, 17th, 27th and 29th (IffiS). 

Brambling: 
On ll th/i2th 50 arrived at .tillnstead Cms) 6 on rbly Island (Ei.n.i) and 25+ at Tynemouth 
(MH) . Only small numbers noted after this date . 

s. 
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Lapland Bunting: 
1 in Coquet Estuary on 3rd (BG) , 2 on Ho l y Island on lOth (EHH) , 1 at 1\nnstead on ll th , 

17th/18th ( DHS) and 1 at Tynm;)outh on 12th (MIT) . 

Snow Duntinp;: 
Up to 4 e t Holy Island , Farnes , Ha.uxley , Wark\-1orth and Lynemout.h be tween 3rd - 31st . 

Tre e Sparrow: -
Noted as cocJmoner than usual in s everal coast a l districts after 17th ns birds coe.st cd s . 

Lar ges t nui:lbers wer e a t :Jamburgh (150 on 24th) and lllnmouth (lOO on 25th) . 

LIST OF CONTRIBUTOES 

R. Ad e..ms. 
c. N. ;.dc.mson . 
R. :;.tkinson . 
J. H. Arthur . 
1-1, . l3blshaw. 
A. 13lnckett . 
\-1. Drady. 
J . S. Booth . 
G. E. Clayton. 
K. G. Dures . 
C. E. Douglas . 
B & M Ethering t on . 

B. Ge.llovmy. 
P. L. GarvE:y . 
Hauxley & Damburgh Hinging St~tions 

R. Grey . 
D & T. Hall an. 
R. Hi goon . 
N. Hodgson. 
lL . F . J cnkin s . 
\{. J ohnson. 
E . L:"~l>ley. 

D. Martin. 
E. R. Meek . 

L. G. McF~rlane . 

J & R McCutcheon 
J . D. HcEhH·?e . 
H. Nattrass . 
H. Normru1. 
J . :D . Parreck . 
M. Riche.rdson . 
A. J . li.iche.rd s. 
N. i.1. . Sr.1i th . 
13. Unwin. 
G. Upton . 
H. Wilson. 

All November r ecords t o l3rye.n Galloway, 115 Southw~.y , S. '111. Denton, r;;ewccstle upon Tyne , 

NE15 7 !lD by 8th December pl cesc. Le t me know i f you r equire record f or r.1s . 

FIELD TRIP TO SEl.FIELD .lli1) FIHTH 01<, FOHTH 

On Sunday, 24 J anuary 1971 ther e 'dill be a fie l d trip t o the See£ield area t o seG the lc-.:.re-~ 

number s of sea duck which \·!inter in tne aref.:. . Last year at this time Scaup numbers , for 

example , r each ed 35 , 000 . 

Would all bookings fc,r this trip be sent t o me before Chri s t mas pl ease together \vi th P. 

deposit of 10s . Od . 

Trave lling arrangements \·lill be as f or the Sohmy trip . 

Eric R Meek , 5 Elm Hoad , Cheviot Vie...,, , Pontoland . 

WILL M:EM::::ERS PLEASE NOTE TH~.,T UNLESS THEIR 1UThiU1\L SlffiSCHIPI'IONS . J:ill P1~ID , THIS \'_ILL ~~E TE::' 

L1\ST BULLETIN THEY WILL .HECEIVE. 





TYNESIDE BirtD CLUB 

NOVEl•illER 1970 BULLEI'IN 

SUMMARY 

\'Ti th r espect to visible migration, the most significa..YJ.t period of the month was 7th/8th, 
when dur~g rather cold weather with moderate ENE winds both sea birds and miexating 
passerines were very much in evidence . Off several points on the coast Divers, Ducks , 3 
species of Skua, Little Gulls, Kittiv~akes and Auks were observed moving N. in numbers \·lJ:.il st 

3 immigrant Long- eared Owls were seen together with 1 (possible 2) Eastern Chiffcha.ffs c..r,d 
a Yellow brewed Warbler . The lOth brought a. Hobby and a Rough- legge€1- Buzzard b·,lt \vesterly 
weather for the remainder of month curtailed any obvious immigration from the Continent. 

The Club \lildfowl count on 22nd produced some very omteresting and vcluable r esults with 
l arge numbers of Mallard , '1Vigeon , 1fnooper Swans and Grey Lag Geese and it seemed thnt nll 

members who participated had u very enjoyable day. 

Other more unusuo.l species reported during the month were Black-necked Grebe, Bewicks ~.w::.:1s 

Shore Larks , Great Grey Shrike <:md LaplAnd Bunting and ns well as being a Wr:.xwing year i ·c 

seems that unusu~l numbers of Twite have visited Northumberland . Keep your eyes open ns 

there were still some present early in December . 

CLASSIFIED LIST 

Black-throated Div8r: 
Si ngl es off Seaton Sluice on 11th (B & ME) and Bamburgh on 22nd (BRS) and 2 off Cresswell 
on 21st ( cw) . 

Great Northern Diver: 
1 N off ~YJ.stead on 7th (BRS) . 1 off Cresswell on 21st (cw) and 1 off rtoly Isl:lnd on 22nd 
(BG/JEO et al) . 

Red-throated Diver : 
2 off Holy IsLmd on 7th (AJR) and 15 off Cresswell on 21st ( C1!1) , whilst unidentified di ve:cs 
were moving N. on 7th (6 at Cro.st er, 3 at Hauxley) and 8th (10 at HaUYlcy) . 

Great- crested Grebe: 
1 at Bol~ on 7th (LC*l/RN et al), 1 ut Killingworth on 1st - 3rd (FC), 2 off Hauxley on 
8th (HRS), 1 off Cresswell on 21st (C~¥) and 1 N. off St. Mary ' s on 24th (RH) . 

Red-necked Grebe : 
1 off IIauxley on 8th (HRS) and 1 off Holy Islend on 14th c-md 22nd (BU/C\-1) e t al. 1 off 
Ross on 22nd (BG/JEO) . 

Black-necked Grebe : 
2 in Holy Island Harbour on 7th (AJR). 

Litt:e Grebe : 
Up to 2 r eported from Bolum, Capheaton , Grindon and Alnmouth during month. 

Manx ShearwatGr: 
A late bird off Seaton Slui ce on 15th (HW) . 

Fulmar: ---
Plentiful at b~eeding sites during last week of month with over 100 ut Cullernose on 22nd 
(JAG et el) . 

Gannet: 
On 7th/8th up to 8 moving N. off i~~stead , Craster and Hauxley (BRS/BG/HRS). 3 l ate adults 
N. off Craster on 29th (ERM) . 
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Her on: 
Up to 3 at ll different and widely scattered l ocalities . On 22nd , 9 nt Derwent end 12 in 
Wee.r dale (RN). 

Mallard : 
Some very large counts in what is probabl y the best month of the year for t his species . 
On 22nd a total of c4 , 500 were in the area (see separate sheet) . Max. counts in excess of 
150 were - 1000 in Budle Bay on 22nd (BG/JEO et al) , 1000 at Colt Cr ag for illost of month 
(CW/I HA et al) , 660 at Gosforth on 8th (cw) , 510 at Der went on 22nd (RN) 400 at Capheaton 
on 14th (~1), 200 at Sweethope on 22nd ( I HA) and 200 at ~~ittle Dene on 29th (J & B}fuC)o 
A light N. movement noted off .Annstead and Hauxley on 7th/8th with up to 50 per day. 

Teal: 
Again some l ar ge counts aTld many flocks of up to 70 . Largest numbers were e.t Hol yv1ell (m<.~x. 
220 on 15th) , Gosforth ( 250 on 22nd) , Holburn Moss (400 on 14th) and Budlc Bay (360 on 21st) 

Gadwall: 

2 pairs at Budle Bay on 22nd (BRS) . 

Wigeon: 
The Lindisf arne Reserve flock was probably in excess of 20 , 000 for mos t of month - possibly 
t he l ar gest ever gathering for that aree (A.lli/BG/JEO et al) . Some l c:.r ge inland flocks with 
270 at Derwent and 150 at Broomlee on 22nd and 83 at Hallington on 7th (LGM/RN) . On 7th/8th 
up to 190 per day N. off 1\nnstead and Hauxley. 

Pintail: 
.Ul records were from Lindisfarne Reserve - Hol burn Hoss b.rea with a max. of 40 on 22nd 
(BRS e t al). 

Shoveler : 
66 at Gosforth on 8th was by f ar the l argest gathering ( C\>/) end still 12 there on 29th. 
Other records \vere l at Colt Crt~.g on 7th (LGI1), 2 at Capheaton on 14th/15th (ERM/Cllff>.) and 2 
at Holywell on 15th ( CED) , l at Cr essv1ell on 28th (TRB) . 

Scaup: 
77 N. off lmns t ead on 7th (BRS) , 2 N. off Seaton Sluice on 15th (}ill) , 1 at Cresswcll Pond s 
on 14th - 18th (RH/TH) and 2 there on 21st (cw) . 

Tufted Duck: 
Hallington had the l ar gest flock with 130 on 7th increasing to 227 by 22nd (IHA/CW et el ) . 
74 at vlhittl e Dene on 15th (J & RMcC) c.nd a !!lax . of 52 at Holywell on 22nd (CED) . Smaller 
f locks at maTly other waters. l N. off Ser1ton Sluice on l s t (B & MH) and again on 8th (BG) 
were unusual. 

Pochard : 
c70 at C~pheaton on 14th/15th (ERM/GU) was the l ar gest flock. Also 52 at ~hittle Dene on 
7th (cw) and 44 at Derwent on 22nd (~l) . Sever al records of up to 30 but on 7th/8th 4 N. 
off Hnnstead (BRS) and 25 N. off Seaton Sluice (BG). 
Gol deneye : 
lllways a good oonth and this year no exception, particularly dur i ng first half. Lar gest 
counts were 53 at Colt Cr ag, 35 at Sweethope and 15 at vJhi ttle Dene on 7th (LGN/CH/RN) . 29 
at Hal lington on 15th - 18th (RG~VB/EL) , 21 at Derwent on 22nd (RN) and 23 at Holy Island 
on 28th (LGM)., !'.LOving N. on 6th - 8th with 6 off ~~'hitley Bay, 25 off 1illnstead and 19 off 
Hauxl ey . 

Long- t ailed Duck: 
43 in Holy Island - Bamburgh area on 22nd . Between 7th - 21st , l 9N. off Hauxl ey, 6 N. off 
Annstead ?~d 3 N. off Craster. Also l - 3 off llinmout h , Seaton Sluice and Whitley Bay 
during montn. Up to 3 on Cresswell Ponds until 14th (J & RMcC et al ) and further inland 1 
at Holywell on 22nd ( CED) end l at Bol am on 14th - 16th (EBM/v!GJ) . 
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Velvet Scoter: 
Off Hauxley up to 6 betv1een 8th - 29th (ID1S) . On 7th/8th 2 at Holy Island ( ii.JH) , 7 N. off 
1\n.nstead (BRS) , 5 N. off Craster (BG) and 4 N. off Cress\.;ell (B & TH) . On 14th, l off ef->.crl 
of Sea ton Sluice and St. Mery ' s (B & r-1E), nnd 2 s. off Cresswell (B & TH). On 21st, 3 off 
Cres swel l (CW) and next day l off Hoss (BG/JEO et al). 

Common Seater: 
140' off Hauxley on lOth was by f ar the l e.r ges t flock of r:J.onth (HRS) . 

Red-br easted Merganser: 
A heavy N. movement on 7th/8th with 55 off I\nnste2d, 5 off Craster rilld 17 off lia.uxley. 
23 in the Lindisfarne area on 22nd and l - 3 off Beadnel l , Alnmouth and Ser~,ton Sluice -
Tynemouth during month. 

Goosander: 
10 at He.lli ngton and Colt Crag all month (CW et al ) and 20 at Derwent on 22nd (RN) wer~ 
lerges t gatherings . .At cast 5 on Cresswell Ponds on 7th ( J & RMcC). 

Shel duck: 
370 on Li ndisfarne Reserve on 22nd (per Eill1) . On 8th, 45N. off i.rmst ead Emd 50 N. off 
Hauxley. 

Grey Lag Goose: 
Continues to be more plentiful than usual. On l st, 50 N. over \mi t l ey Bay (B & ME) and :l2 
on sea off ~J.nmouth (ERM) . On 8th, 21 N. off Hauxley (lru.s) . On 13th, 16 a t Cresswell 
(IlBl) and on 22nd, 20 over both Sandyford (JMB) and Hol y Island (BG/BU) and 7 over Swinho€ 
(BG/JEO). c400 became es t ablished in the Holbur n Moss/Fenham Fl s ts area during t he seocnd 
half of month (BG/BU et al) and a siuilar nuuber f r equented the Fontburn/Hartburn/Wingate~ 
ar ea for most of month (C1~1/LGM/RN). It is possible that 80 - 105 in the Col t Crag/ 
Hallington/IVhittle Dene areas from 7th - 2jth were part of the l atter flock (I~t et al). 

Brent Goose: 
lON. off .1mnstead (Bl~S) on 7th e..nd 6 N. off Seahouses on 28th (LGM) . 150 - 200 on the 
Lindisfarne Reserve on 22nd (BG/JEO/BU et al ). 

Barnacle Goose: 
l at Hart.burn on 14t h - 14th (ER..MjwGJ) and l in Col t Crag - Hallington area on 22nd - 29t~! 
(IHi'/CMA). 

Ca..>1ada Goose: 
Max . of 42 i n Hallington ar ea on 9th (CMA) . 5\tf. over Cresswell on 18th (HH) • 

.Hute Swan : 
lUG aggr egate of c230 in the Tweed Estuary/Holy Island area on 22nd. 

vlhooper Sw~Ln. : 

An aggregate of c460 in the ar ea on 22nd when l argest flocks wer e on Fenham Flats (271) , 
Holywell (75) , Broomlee (47), Caphe<.;.ton (20) and Sweethope (19) . With the exception of 
l atter, ,.,.here there were 22 on 28th (Ml1S) , all the others were also the month's maxima. 
1uso 16 - 17 at Alnmouth on 9th and 28th (LGI'l). 

Bewick Swan: 
3 at lunnouth on 9th (LGH) and on 15th 4 at Holburn Moss (per ERM) and l j oined the 
Whoopers <::t Hol ywell for a short t ime (BG et al) . 

Buzzard: 
l at Newton on 22nd (J.:iG) . 

Rough- l esp,ed Buzzard: 
l soarine over Backworth on lOth was almost certainly of this species (JDMcE). 

Suarrow Hawk: 
Records of 12 indivi duals during month, 5 of which wer e from the coast. 



Hobby: 
A most unusual and very late r ecord of a first year bird ne2r He.uxl ey on l Oth (HRS) . 

]?er~q@ne : 

l over Fenham Flc!ts on 22nd (BG/JID et al). 

MerJ.jn: 
un-7~h, l at Cresswell (J & ~I8C ) and l at Fenham Flats (AJR) . On 15th, l at J~nmouth 

(EF~/LGM) . On 21st, l at Hauxley (HRS) and on 22nd , 2 in Budle Bay (BG/JEO) and l at 

\\lhi ttle Dene (IIL'l.) . On 29th, l e.t v/arkworth (ERM). 

Wnter Rail: 
2 at Bamburgh on 21st (BRS) . 

Coat : 
The largest flocks wer e found on 22nd when 530 wer e at Sea t on Burn ( CED) and 373 et B:rc.,cr.:1lc: 

(LGH) . 

Q,r!'ltercatcher: 
~l~O in Budl e Bay on 22nd was largest count (BG/JEO et al) . 

Lapwi!_!g: 
Small f l ocks noted arrJ.vJ.ng at coast on several days and some large flocks no ted between 

21st - 29th with 500 at Longhirst (CW), 750 ne~r Pegswood (ERM) 600 at Ho lywel l (GU/CED) , 

1000 at Whittle Dene (JSB et al) and 500 at Colt Crag (J & RMcC/I HA) . 

S}~~Y Plover: 
l at each of Beadnell and Hauxley on 22nd and 29th r espectively ( JDMcE/HitS) . ,\.t l east 

cl50 in Lindisfarne Reserve on 22nd (BG/JEO e t al) . 

Gol den Plover : 
L~rger flocks were 600 at Hauxley on 14th (HRS) , 500 at Henshaw on 21st ?~d on Holy Isl~~d 

or, l4tn - 28th (LGM/C\~ ) and clOOO at \>Jhittle Dene on 29th (JSB et el ) . 

Sni ~ · e : 

No concentrations in excess of 35 . 

Jack Snipe : 
Up to 3 at vlhi ttle Dene between 15th - 29th (IH.'t/J & HMcC) . 

Woodcock: ----Singl e immigrants noted at Craster, Hauxley, Tynemouth and Sunderland between ls t - 8t h . 

Curlew: 
60 in Holy Island area on 14th ( CW) 1-.ras l ar gest flock r eported . 

Bar- t ailed God,.!it: 
2 - 3000 on Fenham Flats on 22nd (BG/JEO) . 

Green Sandpiper: 
l 2t Whittle Dene all month with 2 - 3 on 7th (Mlt et al). 

H <>d s~1e..nk : ·-- - - -
cl40 at \1/'ashington on 8th 1-.ras by f ar l ar gest gathui ng r eported (BU) • 

. Spotted liedshank: 
J. in Dud l e :i3ay on 22nd (BG/BHS/JEO). 1 at Monks House on 28th (RN/LGI-1) w11s probably s e.me 

bird. 

G:':'eel'!~~_§nk : 
Late blrds at ii.lruaouth on 15th (LGM) and et Jlonks House on 22nd (JDMCE) . 
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Knot : 
clO,OOO on Fenham Flats on 22nd (BG/JEO et al) . 150 at Heuxley on 15th (HRS) and 500+ in 
the St . Mary ' s ar ea by 24th (HH et a.l ) . 1 i nl and at \}hittle Dene on 29th (J & m:rc) . 

Purple Sandpiper : 
40 at Hauxley on lOth (HitS) and 150+ in Senton Sluice/St . Mary ' s area by 24th (14~ et al). 

Dunlin: 
On 22nd , clO, OOO at Fenham Flats and c3000 in Budl e Bay (BG/JEO et al) . Colt Crag, Ybere 
they wer e present all ~onth, hed a ntu. of 64 on 7th (CW et al) . 200+ on Coquet EstuaTy 
on 15th and 150 at Cresswell on 22nd (ERM) . 

Sander ling: 
138 on St Mary's on 24th (RH) was by far l ar ges t gathering. Up t o 35 at many coastGl 
points • 

..drctic Skua : 
2 N. off Seaton Sluice on 1st (_'ffil et al) , 2 N. off 11nnstead on 7th (BHS) and 1 off 
Cresswell on 22nd (TRB/RCT) . 

Great Skua: 
On 7th, of f each of Bambur gh (BRS) and Craster (BG) 1, and 2N. off .xms t ead (Bh3) . 

Pomarine Skua : 
On 1st, 1 off Seaton Sluice (iJ3l/B & :t-1E/H'4) &"ld on 7th , 2 N. off Cr astar (BG) e...nd 3 N. 
off 1-l.IIDstead (BRS) . 

Lesser Black-backed Gull: 
A l at8 bir d N. off Dunstenburgh on 1st (ERM) . 
Glaucous Gull : 
1 at Hauxley most of month and 2 at .'&lble on 28th (mill) . 11 first yeP:r N. off 1illnstead on 
8th (BRS) and 1 at Newton on 22nd (J.1G) . 

Little Gull : 
A SU&5estion of a light . N. movement on 7th v1hen off "!nnst ead (BRS) , Cras ter (BG) and IIauxl ey 
(HHS) and Cresswell (B & TH) a total of 6 e.dul ts and 7 immatures \vere counted in f locks of 
5, 5, 2 e..nd 1. 

Ki tti\vake : 
Movinb' N. at the above points 1m 7th, r eaching a peak of 1200 per hour e.t J,nneead (BRS et 
al) . 

Littl e Auk : 
2 N. off 1mnst ead on 8th (BRS) and on 15th , 1 N. off Wni tburn (RN) &~d 2 N. off Seaton 
Sluice (MH) . 

".i.uk ( sp) : 
A heavy N. movement of f Hauxley on 8th r eaching a peak of 700 per hour during a . m. (HTIS) . 
Over 60 N. off Sea ton Sluice on 15th (iwl e t P..l) . 

Collcred Dove: 
A r oos t of ove:r· 300 near Monkseat on during month (MH/KGD) . 

Baru Owl : 
Singles a t Radcli ffe (14th) , Seaton Delaval (15th) and Lynemouth (dead on 22nd) . 

Lont-::_<-:a.red 0\vl : 
Singl vs at Hauxley, Tynemouth and Sunderland (exhausted) on 7th were obviously part of an 
inf"'..ux (HRSjKGD/ BU) . 

Shor--G -ear ed Owl : 
Between 5th - 22nu 9 individuals reported , all in coastal are~s , between Fenham Fl ats and 
\-Jhi tley ?,ay . 



Skylark: 
Smell coastal movements noted on lOth ru1d 29th (Hauxley) and 22nd (Hol y I slru1d area) . 

Shore Lark: 
3 at Whi t burn on 8th (Hn) . 

Swallow: 
l S at Hcuxley on lst (IIRS) but ver y late r ecords neex end of month i nvol ved 2 at 

MOnkseaton on 25th (llii) and l at Linnheads Lake on 27th (per ERM) . 

House Martin: 
l at lUnnouth on lst ( J" .. G/Efu"1), 2 at Redden on 9th (II:L\) and l at Boulmer on 15th (mv). 

Corvi dae: 
' Huge ' roosts at Shaftoe and War enford during month involved ' thousands ' of ilooks and 

J ackdaws (BG/ERM). 

Ne.rsh Tit: 
l - 2 r eported f r om Belsay, Capheaton and Sund erland (El&1/BU) . 

Nuthatch: 
l at v/allington on 15th (IK) . 

Dipper: -
1 e.t Hellington on 22nd ( lli.i) could be e ne\v l ocality. 

Fieldfare/Redwing/Blackbird : 
Small coastal arrivals noted between lst - 8th at Be~burgh and Hauxley with up to 50 of sec 

Stonechat: 
4 at Hauxley on 7th (HRS), l nt Seaton Sluice on 17th (lli!) , 3 at Newton (J~G) and l at 

CreSS\•Iell (ERN) on 22nd . 

Blackcap: 
itt 'iauxley, on 7th l, and another on lOth (HHS) end near Ponteland 5 trapped between 6th -

19th (\1GJ) . 

Chiffchpff: 
l of the Eastern race (tristis) trapped at Hauxley on 7th (HRS) and another on Holy Island 

on same day may have also been of this race (;1JR). 

Yellow-brewed \·:arbler : 
l trapped at Hauxley on 7th (artS) . 

Gold crest: 
A slight influx on 7th - 8th with up to 15 at Holy Island , Bamburgh and Hauxley. 

Grey Wagtail: 
Up to 4 at each of \1hittle Dene ru1d Durham City during month (IRA/RN). Singles noted at 

Bolam, \•lallsend , Bamburgh and Sunderln.nd. 

WaJC1,.,ring: 
The invasion continued throughout month and many reports r ecei ved from as f er inlcnd as 

Hexham of flocks of up to 30 . The Newcastl e Exhi bition Park flock r eached a peak of cl40 

between 5th - 8th wd most of these bir ds were r oosting in Rye Hill (RA et al). Other la:r,~ 

flocks involved 200 in Morpo::th (per ERM) , 150 in Sunderland (BU) and 300 in Spennymore (pc,_,_ 

Jii.G). Small flocks wer & still moving through during early December, but the invasion hRs 

clearly passed its peru<. 

Great Grey Shrike : 
Still l in the Holywell area on 14th a.'1d 21st ( GU/CED). 
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Starling: 
Numerous in coc.stc:.l districts tow.:r d the end of month . .~\ survey of the Newc~~stle r oos t i n 

mid October by THB and HCT r eveal ed a t o t al of al most 16 , 000 , over half of >.,rhich were in the 

vicinity of the C~ntral Station / Greinger Street . 

Si skin: 
2 at Hauxl ey on 8th (lliiS ), 6 e t Corbridge on ltlth (:r.m.) e.nn 11 i n Bud l e Bay on 22nd (BG/JEO). 

Twite : 
An unusua l number of r ecords . On 15th, 30 - 40 in .:";lnmoutn (B & TH et a l ) 1 on 21st , 7 in 

Budle Bay (BHS) , on 28th, 35 on Holy I slend (LGM/lilf) and up to 9 in the Coquet Estuary 
during the month ( Ji~G/EPJ.!) . 

Bramblin_g: 
Only 5 r ecords , involving small flocks of up to 6 bir ds . 

Lapland Bupting : 
2 fl ewS over St . f<1ar y ' s e.rea on 17th ( lili) . 

Snow Bunting: 
60 - 70 a t Ross Links on 22nd (BG/JEO) was by f nr l argest flock but u p to 8 in 7 other 
coastal areas during month. 

/flamingo : 
The Colt Crag bird was l ast seen on 22nd (nL et a l) . J 

LIST OF CONTHIBUTORS : 

R. ildams . J . 1~ . Ginnever . J . D. McEl\ves . 
c. M. 11.d amson. B. Galloway. M. Natt rass . 
I . H. 1'.rms trong. R. Gray. R. NormP.n. 
A. Black ett . B & T Halle.n J. E. Orton . 
J . M. nayl don. H. ni gson. M. Richar d son . 
vl. Br ady. R. Hir.lloJ.J . J';. . J . Richar ds. 
}<, . :arady. M. Hodgson . :r1. R. Smith. 
J . s. Booth. 1:/, Johnson . R. c. Tnylor . 
T . R. Birkhead . I. Kerr . B. Um1in . 
P . w. E. Currie . E . Lobl ey . G. Upton. 
F . Colley. E. R. Heel: . B. 1-Jatson. 
K. G. Dure s . L. J . Nil ton . H. Wilson. 
c. E. Dougl as . L. G. McFarlane . Hauxley and Bnmburgh Hinging 

B & M. Etherington . J & H McCutch eon. Stations . 

All December r ec or ds to Bryan Gullo\·lay , 115 South\vay, S . l~ . Denton, Ntnvcastle upon Tyne , 
NE157RD by 8th January 1971 pl ease . 

NOTE: 
Tim Birkhead , a cl ub menber and zool ogy student at N8wcastle Univer sity, is collecting birdr 

heads and skulls as pe.rt of a pro j ect . He would be gr atefUl, if e:n.y find s could be sent to 

him et the Department of Zool ogy, The University, Nmvcastl e 1"El7RU en1 is particularly 

inter est ed in Diver s , Ducks, G<.:Jese , Swans , Wad ers and Gulls . Poste.ge \vill be r efunded but 

please do not send anything until after 12th J anuary 1971. Spe cimens could a lso be collectec. 

PROGlUMME FOR J.ciNlJ.lliY 1\ND FEBRUJ:.RY CLUB JYIEETINGS : 

J1:JW":.B.Y , TFIUHSD,\Y 14TH - Quiz by J . Ginnever. 

FEBRUlJ.iY , 'riiD'.dSD •• Y 11TH - M. Bayl don is to give a talk on ' Bir d i{ntching in Tur key ' . 

THE COMMITTEE vlOULD LIKE TO ~.JISH i~ ~Ifl.PPY NEw YE.ili TO ,'J,L TYNESIDE CLUB t1EHBEHS . 
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Tynes~de Bird Club. 

Wildf0\71 Count - 22nd November 1970. 

Some 60 stretches of water , divided into 12 groups, wer e covered by a 

total of about 40 members and included all of the major areas in Northumberland, 

U. Durham and 2 lakes (Yetholm and Hosela\7) just over the Scottish border i n 

the North West . 

Coastal coverage (between Holy Island and St. ~~y 's Island) was also 

attempted with moderate success considering the enormous tasks for the few people 

involved. 

Species omitted from the tabl e because of l ack of space 1vere as follov>s : -

Single R. N. Grebes at Holy Island and Al~~outh, a G. C. Grebe at Holy I sland, 

Little Grebes Grindon (l) and Lynemouth (2) , 4 Gad.vmll at .tru.dle .Bay, 3 Scau:Q 

at Holy Island, l Smew at Hoselaw and l Bc~nacle Goose at Colt Crag. 

Of the 53 Divers recorded s i ngle G. N. and B. T. Divers '.7ere noted off 

Holy Island and Bamburgh respectively. 

The waters that drew a blank were Ryal, Linnheads, Little Swinburn, 

Killin~vorth , tiisehope and Burnhope . Tunstall produced l Goosru1der whi:e 

Lilburn, J?enton <.md PaY:ston had an aggregate total of 200 l'lall9.rd, 65 Teal~ 

50 Wigeon, 3 Tufted, 2 Pochard, 2 l.~ute Swan and 22 Coat. Holborn 1\Ioss was not 

coverl:!d on the actual day but on 15th November there were 250 Mallard, 160 Teal, 

1500 '1'/i geon, 14 Pintail, 5 Tufted Duck, 3 Goldeneye, 430 Grey Lags, 3 Pin..l{ Feet; 

and 4 Bawicks Swans whilst on 21st 7 \'iiiiie }'ronts were seen on the Lindisfarne 

Reserve . 

It is proposed to conduct another count, perhaps on an even larger scal e, 

~-n l ate February 1971 to obtain a comparison with the current observations. 

Numbers of Tufted , Pochard, Goldeneye and Goosander should have increased by then 

but it will be interesting to note whether the current l arge numbers of Mallard, 

Teal , Wigeon, 'iVhooper Si·ran and Grey Lag Goose will be maintained. 

As a final corr~ent both the field secretary and the recorder woul d like to 

thank everyone who participated end hope that at least as many members will turn 

out in February. 
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TYNESIDE BIRD CLUB 

DEC:El"IBEH 1970 BULLETIN 

Sffi.1M.ARY 

The appearance of an i mnature Ivory Gull and an adult Ross's Gull at the mouth of the Tyne 

on the 18th and 24th respectively wer e undoubtedly the highlights of the nonth. 

Close views were obtained of both species on each side of the river and although the 

Ross's has not been seen since tl1e turn of the year, the Ivory was still present on 16~n 

January. One can only speculate as to how they ever reached us but strong N. 'Hinds 

blowing directly from the Arctic pack ice on 2nd/3rd and again on 22nd may have been 

responsible . 

The cold Northerly airstream, combined with rough conditions in the North Sea btween 22nd ·· 

31st forced many seabirds close to the shore and large numbers of Divers, Fult1ars and 

Ducks vrere moving N. 3 species of Skua were also noted together with a fe,.,r Little J.'L.' ~ 

and some small parties of waders. 

Of the many other interesting records received 2 lots of \Vhite Front~d Geese , a possible 

Gyr Falcon, a Black Tailed Godwit, a Grey Phalarope, an Iceland Gull, a Mediterrcnean Gull ~ 

an exceptionally l ate Swallow and e l arge flock of Snow Buntings all deserve special men

tion. 

Early January has not been without interest . A Crane appeared at 1Unmouth on 9th and was 

still present on 17th and the gener al feeling amongst those who have seen it is that it is 

not an escape from captivity. 

Black-throated Di ver : 

.An unusual number off St. Mary's where 4 s. on 5th/6th and 12 N. between 24th - 28th (JDP) . 

1 at Be.mburgh on 6th (BRS) and 1 off Holy Island on 28th (J\JR) . 

GreLt Northern Diver: 
Off Holy Island up to 4 between 25th - 30th (LGM/Elli'i/RN et a l ) . Off St. Mary' s 1 S. Oll 

6th and 3 S. on 27th/28th (JDP) . 

Red-throated Diver: -
Up to 4 off 7 different points on coast duri ng month. A heavy N. movement between 2~-ch -

30th; e. g . 43 N. in 2 hours off St . Mer y ' s on 24th (JDP) and 16 N. off Cresswell in half

an-hour on 30th (BG/EPJ·1). 

Great Crested Grebe: 
1 off Holy Isl~~d on 26th and 30th (El~/BU) . 

Red-necked Grebe : 
Between 25th - 30th up to 6 on Holy Island exea (LGM et al). 

Slavonia..'1 Grebe: 
1 off Holy Island on 4th (ERM) and 7 off Bamburgh on 6th (BRS). 

Black- necked Grebe: 
1 in Gosforth Park on 3rd (MHS) . 

Little Grebe : 
Singles reported from Gosforth, Holywell, Ovington (River Tyne), Hamsterley (River Derwent ) 

and Grindon between 12th - 26th. 

Fulmar: 
Unusual numberR moving N. during l e.st few days with 32 N. in 2 hours at St. Nary ' s on 

27th (JDP) and 50 N. in 15 rninutAs off CrASS\veJ 1 on 30th (BG/EH.M). 

l. 



Gannet : 
2 off Seahouses on 27th (ER}!) P~d 2 N. off Cresswell on 30th (~G/~1) . 

Cormor ant : 
As many as 10 on River Tyne at Ryton on 31st (J & RMcC) . 

Shag: 
1 circl ed Hol ywell Ponds on 5th but did not set tlo (CED). 

Heron: 
Derv1ent Reser voir had a max . of 19 on 5t h ( J & RMcC et al) . 7 e..t Hallington on 13th 
(~~/RG/EL) and no more than 3 noted at 4 ot her localities . 

Mallard: 
Flocks i n excess of 150 were as follows; 1100 in Budle Bay on 24t h (AJH) , 600 11t 
Gosf orth on 3r d (MHS) , 393 ai nerwent on 23rd (RN) , 415 ( i ncluding 2 white birds) a.t 
Colt Crag on 22nd ( C~L'~) when 2:50 at \Vhi ttle Dene ( J & RMcC) . 200 at each of llolY".,rel ~ '~'. 

12th (CED) and Hol bur n f1oss on 26th (ERM) . 

Teal : 
On 3rd , 200+ at Gosforth (I•ffiS) on 4th, llO on Holy Isl and (u..lltil 2iJ tn) , on 5th, 130 at 

Holywell (CED) , on 6th , 200 in Budl e Bay (B11S) , on 26th, clOO at Holburn limss (R11!1). 
Smaller numbers elsewhere and in the S. of the Nort humberland county a steady decline 
the month pr ogressed . 61 N. off St . l"..ary' s in t\.10 hours on 27th (JDP) . 

Wigeon: 
Still in the r egion of 15 - 20 , 000 i n Fenha..m Flats area on 8th (BG/BH) . 155 a t Den1en·~ 

on 23rd (RN) and 80 at HolY"vell on 26th (GU). Smaller numbers at 5 other waters . Off 
St . Mary ' s 601 N. in three- and-a-half hours on 22nd/23rd (JDP) . 

Pintail : 
Eudle Be..y/Fenh8l!l Flats had a oaximum of 60+ on 6th (BRS) . 1 S. off Cresswell on 30th 

(BG/EfuM) . 

Shovel er : 
At Gosforth Park 15 on 3rd alld 9 on 16th (}fi1S). 1 at Colt Crag on 22nd (cr1A). No oth~r 
records . 

Scaup: 
A heavy N. movement noted off St . Mary ' s between 22nd - 27th when in a total of seve:·.
and-a- half hours 333 were counted (JDP). l inland at Capheeton on 13th (C~L\) and a pni~ 

at Holborn Moss on 26th (ERM) . 

Tufted Duck: 
Max. counts w:.;ro dur i ng period 13th - 16th when 11 at Capheaton ( CI-1i~) . 70 at Gosfo:.:th 
(MltS) and 78 ~t Holywell (CED/GU) . Up to 40 at many other waters . Not often seen ov0r 
the sea but 4 N. of f Cresswell on 30th (BG/EfdM). 

Pochard : 
106 at Capheaton on 13th (CMU~) was by far l argest concentration . 

Goldeneye : 
327 N. off St . Mary ' s i n 7i hours between 22nd - 27th (JDP) . Doubte figures were r ecor 
ded at Derwent 26 (max) on 5th (rtN), Whittle Dene 12 (max . ) on 6th (J & RMcC), Budle 
Bay 18 (max. ) on 6th (BRS) , Bolam 10 on 19~h (}lliS) and Tweedoouth 85 on 26th (Ml~/~T) . 

Long- tailed Duck: 
Bamburgh showed a max . of 60+ on 4th (EP~ e t al). Up to 4 off s everal points N. of 
Alnmouth. Off St . Mary's 46 N. between 23rd - 27th (JDP) and 6 N. off Cresswell on 30th 
(BG/ERM) . 

2. 
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Common Seater: 
60 off Bamburgh on 8th (BG/BM) and e. female came down on Cress¥Tell Ponds on 30th (EHH/:OG) , 

Velvet Seater: 
4 N. off St . Mary ' s on 23rd (JDP). 

Red- breasted Merganser : 
A max. of 12 in the Holy Isla11d ar ea on 28th (RA et al) . Up to 5 off sever al points N. of 

Alnmouth and on 23rd, 6 N. off St . Mery ' s (JDP e t al) . 

Goosander: 
84 at Broomlee Lough on 12th was a very large count for the time of yenr and j .. probably 

the largest r ecorded gathering for that area (LGM) . Whittle Dene had a max . of 12 on 

20th- 22nd (IK/J & RMcC) and Derwent a max. of 18 on 23rd (Far). On 13th, 7 at Colt Cra~ 

and 6 at Capheaton (MR) whilst at the coast 3 N. off St . Mary's on 22nd - 24th (JDP) , 2 

in Beal/Budle Bay area on 27th and 7 at Alnmouth on 30th (BG/Ef{M). 

Shelduck: 
Between 23rd - 28th, 206 N. off St . Mary ' s (JDP) and on 26th, 320 in Budle D~yjFenhm1 

Flats area (HN). 

Grey Geese (sp) : 
£N. at Cresswell on 5th (~(J) . 

Grey Leg Goose: 
4 at Hart l ey on 4t h (W~), 27 N. at Fenham Flats on 8th (BG/BM) end 19 

26th (RN) . 300 e.t Hart burn on 15th (CHI.) when 21 fle\v ever Font burn. 

19th (CED). 

Whit e- f r onted Goose : 

in Eudle :Bay on 
1 at Holywell c·,; 

12 at Cresswell Pond on 19th (J & RMcC) and 5 flm-1 N. of f Sund erland next dny ( BU). 

Brent Goose : 
The Holy Island flock increased fron 200 to 500 duri ng month. On 27th, 4 of the flock ~0r.0 

dar l-:: breasted birds (ERI1/LGM et al). 1 N. off St. Mary' s on 23r d (JDP). 

Barnacle Goose : 
1 with 39 Canada Gees8 at Colt Crag on 13th (!1R). 

Mute Swan: 
AO on Fenham Flats on 20th (RA et al) . 

Whooper Swan: 
The Fenham Flats flock decreased from c300 on 6th (LGM) to only c30 by 27th (ERM e t al ) . 

The Holywell flock also steadily decreased from 82 on 5th to nil by 28th ( CED) . 5:;_ at 

Broomlee Lough on 12th (IGH) , 15 a t Capheaton and 10 at Colt Crag on 13th (Mlt) nnd 5 a t 

Alnmouth on 19th (J & ~fuC) . 10 at Wingat es on 15th and 15 at Grindon on 24th (CMA) . 

Bewick ' s Swan: 
3 immatures at Cr esswell Ponds on 30th (RG/ERM). 

Sparrow Hawk : 
Singl es r eported from Corbridge , Wallsend , Gosforth end Ravensworth. 

Merlin: 
3 - 4 in the Holy Island/Budl e Bay area at end of month (LGM et al) . 1 near Wool er on 

24th (AJR) . 

/G.yr Falcon: 
Unconfirmed r€ports of 1 in the FenhP~ Flat s ar ea during mont h (BU et al) . _7 

Wat er Rail: 
Gosforth Park pr ovided onl y record with 1 on 3rd (MRS). 



Coot : 
390 at Br ooml ee on 12t h (LGM) and ~0 at Tweedmouth on 26th (MIT/RN) . Up to 60 at sever~l 
waters . 

Lapwing: 
500 at Holywell on 13th 0 19th was largest flock repor ted (CED) . 

Gr ey Pl over: 
c200 on Fenham Fl ats on 8t h (BG/BM) . 

Gol den Pl over: 
500 on Holy Isl and on 8th (BG/ BN) and 400 a t \Vhi ttle Dene on 20th (I K) . 

Snipe : 
40 at lunmouth on 19t h was l argest gather ing r eported (J & RMcC) . 

Jack Snipe : 
1 at Whittl e Dene on 6th ( J & RMcC) and 3 at iUnmouth on 30th (EI~/DG) . 

Black- tail ed Godwit : 
An unusually l ate recor d of 1 at Fenham Flats on 8th (BG/BM) . 

Bar- tailed Godwi t : 
7 - 8000 on Fenham Flat s/Budl e Bay during month (per Ef{M) . 

Gr een Sandpi per: 
1 at Whittle Dene during month (JSJ3/J & P.McC et al) and on 5th , 1 on River Tyne at 
Dilston ma;>r have been same bird (LGN) . 

Spotted Redshank: 
1 in Budle Bay on 6t h (LG~I/~RS) was no doubt last month ' s bird . 

Knot: 
c700 at St . Mary ' s on 12th and 25th (ERM/GU) 2 - 300 at Bamburgh from 4th - 8th (BG/BM et 
al) . 120 on Holy Island on 20th (RA et al) and 100+ in ft~ble Harbour on 30th (BG/ERM). 

Pur ule Sandpiper : 
70+ at St. Mary ' s on 12th (ERM) was by far largest gethering, but 175 N. in three hours 
at same place on 23r d (JDP) . 

Dunlin: 
322 at Amble on 19th was l argest r ecorded count (J & RMcC) . Still 20 at Colt Crag on lst 
falling to 6 by 13th (HG e t ul) . 366 N. in five hours on 23rd/2~th off St . Mary ' s (JDP). 

Sand~rling: 

c40 at St . l1ary' s on 25th ( GU) was largest flock r eported . 

Grey Phalarope: 
l in Seahouses Harbour behveen 3rd - 6th (~RS/ERM/WGJ) • 

. Arctic Skua: 
Single l ate birds N. off Hauxley on 7th (HRS) and off St . Mary ' s on 23rd (JDP) . 

Great Skue: 
A l a t e bird N. off St . Mary ' s on 23rd (JDP). 

Pomar ine Skua: 
3 l ate birds N. off St . Hary ' s on 23rd (JDP) . 

Ivory Gull: 
kn irnoature bird in either its first or second winter was first seen at South Shields 
on 18th. It was subsequently seen on inumer able occasions at both North and South 
Shi elds and provided many observers with excellent views . It was still present in mid . 



January favouring the area between North Shielrls Fish Q,ua:.r an~ t he :Olack :t1iddens . 'I'l'1is 

seems t o be the third Northumberland record , the first this century, an0 the second for 

Dur ham (F . Grey/RA/MB et al) . 

Common Gul l : 
Two large ge.therings were 1200 nef:r \o/arkworth on 20th (Em1) and 2000+ at South Shields on 

31st (RA/LGM) . 

Glaucous Gull: 
l in the Hauxley j;.rnble area throughout :uonth (!lltS/LG:t-i) . l N. off Sea ton Sluice on 12th 

(Ehf\1), l S. off Alnmouth on 19th (J & RMcC), single juveniles off St. 1-1ary's on 21st anct 

27th (JDP) and l at South Shields on 26th (J & i~cC) . 

Iceland Gull : 
l at the mouth of Tyne on 20th v1as a sub- adult (HA/LGMjBujnu et al) . 

:t-iedi terranean Gull: 
The adult was again s~en on Holy Islund on 8th (BC/:BI-1) and 25th - 27th (EitM/LGM e t 

f{oss ' s Gull : 

- \ 
a.L I. 

An adult was first seen at South Shields on 24th by Rl\ et al and subsequently on both 

s i des of the mouth of thcl Tyne until 31st . I'iany observers were fortune.t e t o see this , 

onl y the 8th British, second Northumberland and first Durham records , and some f eel that 

2 separate individuals may have been involved . I have no record of the bird(s) having 

been seen in Januexy a~d as yet t here is no confiroatory evi dence to conclude that 2 birds 

were invol ved . 

Little Auk: 
Off St . Mary ' s 7 N. on 23rd and l N. on 27th (JDP). 2 £'lew on to th8 Flats at Hcly 

Isla.."ld on 26th (EH1>1/LGM) . 

\o/ood Pige;on: 
1000+ f l ew N. over South Shiel ds during very col d Heather on 31st (RA/LGM). 

Long- ear ed Owl :-
3 at the Prestwick Carr r oost on 5th (EI~I) and 3 at Ravensworth on 18th (LJM) . 

Short- eared Owl: 
2 at Elswick on 6th (LGM) and singles a t Fenham Flats (BG), Holyvtell ( CED/GU) and Bud le 

Bay (Eb}1) during month. 

Sky Lark: 
Moving N. r:..t South Shields at 60 - 80 per hour during the morning of 31st (RA/LGH) . 

Shore Lark: 
3 at Whitburn on 29th (Fal) . 

S\vallow: 
l at Cresswell on 5th (JKJ) is the l atest r ecord since 1954 when 1 was at Berwick on 31st. 

Hooded Crow: 
l in Budle Bay on 6th (BHS) and 26th (LGM) and 1 at Klondyke on 29th (LGM) . 

Dipper : 
A most unusual record of l in Gosforth Park on 5th (ff~) . 

Redv;im;: 
i1 light N. movement over South Shields on 31st (R..:i./LGM) . 

Stonechat: 
1 at Se~ton Sluice on 12th and 17th (CED/JKJ) and 2 at Cresswcll on 20th (GU) . 



Grey Wagtail: 
1 in Wallsend Perk on 7th and 17th (JSB) . 

Waxwing: 
Small parties of up to 10 conti nued to be seen throughout month but a general decl ine was 

noted as month profsTessed parti cularl y at South Shi el::J.s ( 40 down t::> 6) in a few days afto:o: 

lst and at Sunuerland (150 do~1 t o nil in tho f irs t week) . (Iia/BU et al) . 

Great Grey Shrike: 
1 near Bel ford on ll th (per • .J31) and l near Hexha.m on 12th (per IHA) . 

Starling: 
A f ew thousand moved N. over South Shields during cold weather on 31st (RA) . 

Goldfinch: 
A sizeable f l ock of 30+ near :Natf en on 19th (l1i.W) . 

Si skin: 
Up to 4 at each of Cor bridge, Col t Crag, llilbourne , J...mble and Bud le Bay dur ing T!lonth = ,--; 

on 8th, 15 at Fenham le }fuor (BG/BM et nl) . 

T\vi te : 
2 flocks totalli ng c55 in the Holy Island area on 27th (EHN/LGM et al) . 5 at HexhRm GL 5 ~ ·-

6th (AJR) and 7 in Budl e Bay on 6th (Bns) . 2 a t i~ble on 30th (BliS) . 

Bramblin&: : 
20 near Henshaw on 12th (LGM) was the largest flock reported. 

Snow Bunti ng: 
500 - 650 at \Vhitburn/South Shields be t\v&en 20th - 29th ( IH.A/RN/BU et al) . Flocks of t~~) 

to 12 at 6 other places between Fenham Mill and HolY\'Tell Ponds . 

Tree Sparrow: 
40 - 50 at Killingworth on 18th (JDMcE) was largest flock r eported . 

Li st of Contributors : 
D. L. iulan. R. Ada.ms . C. M. Adamson. I. H. ~lrmstrong. A . Bl ackett. J. M. Bayldon , 

M. :i3ell, W. Brady. J . S. Booth. C. E. Dougl as , B. GallO\o/8y, R. Gray . W. Johnson, 

I . Kerr. J. K. Jefferey •• E. Lobley. B. Marshall. E. R. Meek . L. J . Milton. 

L. G. McFarl ane . J & R. HcCutcheon. J . D. McElwee . M. Nattrass . R. Nor man . 

J. D. Parr ack . M. Richar dson. A. J. Richards . M. R. Smith. R. C. Taylor. B. Unwin , 

G. Upton. H. Wilson. Bamburgh and Hauxley Ringing Stations , 

All J anuary r ecords t o B. Galloway, 115 Southway, s. W. Denton, Newcastl e upon Tyne 

NE 15 7 RD by 8th February 1971 please : 

Duck Count 21st February, 1971: 

ll repeat of the outing on 22nd November 1970 when l eaders will be as follo·ws: -

Holy Island/Budle Bay - B. Galloway, J. E. Orton. 

N. W. Northumberland - M. Nattrass , C. Ward . 

Fontburn/Hartburn/Bolam etc - C. }1. 1k1amson, M. IIodgson . 

Northumber l and Loughs - L. G. McFarlane, R. Adams . 

Colt Cr egjwhittle Dene etc - I. H. Armstrong. 

Cresswell/Ashington areas - L. Gray, W. Johnson. 

Holywell/Gosforth/ Seaton Burn etc - C. E. Douglas . 

Tynemouth - Cresswell (coast) - T. Birkhead . 

Cr osswell - Amble (cOast) - L. Gre~ , W. Johnson. 

Amble - Beadnell (coast) - H. Higby. 

Beadnell - namburgh (coas t ) - P. Rawkey. 

Berwick - Ri ver TwEed - E. H. Meek. 

Any member wishing t o participate please contact either the r espective area l eader or 

the Field Secr etary - E. li. 1>1eek , 5 Elm l(oad , Ch,.vi ot View, Ponte l and . 
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