TYNESIDE BIiD CLUSB
Jﬂ.NUJlRY 1971

SUMMARY

in interesting month in which the appearance of a Crane and the continued stay of the
Ivory Gull were the most exciting events.

Because of the postal strike the Met. Office weather charts were not available for con-
sultation but it did not seem to be cold weather that was responsible for an apparent
movement of Little Grebes, Bewicks Swans, Coots, Lapwings, Golden Plover, and Snipe
between 9th and 17th, and it was also on 9th that the Crane was first seen.

A light influx of Short-eared Owls was noted towards end of month and on 3lst unusual
numbers of Fulmars and Gennets were moving off-shore.

Duck numbers were remarksbly high, particularly Mellard, Teel and Tufted Duck and Gosfouii
Park held almost 1800 waterfowl towards end of month.

Three records of Smew in the seme month could be unprecedented, particularly when 3 biris
found together, and Brent Geese reached their Winter maximum st Ferhem Flats in mid-mooaih.

Other interesting species included Black-necked Grebe, Bittern, Spotted Redshank, -Great
Grey Shrike and of course Waxwings and Twite.

The February bulletin should appear within a short time and will include results of the
'waterfowl' count conducted on 2lst.

CLASSIFIED LIST

Great Northern Diver:-
T or 2 off Ross on 1st (LGM), 1 off Holy Island on 3rd and 31st (Ri/ERM et al) and 1 off
Cresswell on 10th (ELM).

Red-throated Diver:-
Between 1 and 5 off Berwick, almmouth, Cresswell, Seaton Sluice and Whitburn during month.

Great Crested Grebe:-
Off Alnmouth 3 on 2nd (LGM) and 1 on 16th/17th. Off Seaton Sluice 1 on 7th and 16th
(B & ME).

Red-necked Greves:-
5 off Holy Island on 31st (R./R-K).

Black-necked Crebe:-
1 on sea between Amnstead and Beacdnell on 3rd (MLH).

ILittle Grebe:-

3 of the 5 records were of birds on rivers with 1 on the Wansbeck, Morpeth, and 1 on the
Aln, Alnmouth, on 17th and 6 on the Tyne between Corbridge snd Hexham on 23rd (ERM/LCM).
Others were of singles at Broomlee and Whittle Dene cn 16th.

Fulmar: -
Moving N. at 100/hr. off Whitburn-on 3lst (BU).

Gannet:-
A single bird off Amble on 16th and an unusually heavy movement noted on 31st when 40 flew
N. off Seaton Sluice (LGM).

Heron:-
Many records of up to 4 from inlend and at the coast. 7 was the largest party, at Derwent
on 9th (&N). =1=
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Bittern:-
A single bird again noted at Holywell Ponds on 23%3rd and 3lst, (CED) for third successive
Winter.

Cormorants-
Recorded as far up the Hiver Tyne as Blaydon on Tth (IK) and 12 on Tweed at Berwick on 3rd
(ERM).

Mallard:-

Still large numbers present with mexima at esch water as follows:- 1000 at Gosforth =7k

on 24th and 29th (FC/BG), 1000 at Colt Crag on 17th (RG/WB/EL), 595 at Derwent on §th (AT
400 at Whittle Dene on 2nd (J & HEMcC/AJR), 350 at Holywell on lst (CED), 300 =t Hoselaw on
17th (MN/CW) and 200 off Cresswell on 10th (ERM). TUp to 150 at meny other waters.

Teals:-

Concentrations in excess of 60 were as follows:- 300 - 500 in Gosforth Park on 24th - 29f"
(FC/BG), 225 at Colt Crag on 24th (AJR), 150 in Budle Bey on 9th and 24th (BES) and 1G4
each of Holy Island, Cresswell and Capheaton between 10th - 17th.

Gadwall:-
> ot Killingworth on 18th (JDMcE).

Wigeons:-

900 in the Fenham Flats/Budle Bay area on 23rd was largest gathering reported (BRS), °
some large inland flocks, with a max. of 267 at Derwent on 3lst (RN/RG et al), mex. 137
ot Whittle Denme on 2nd (aJR), 150 at Hoselaw on 17th (MW/CW), max. 130 at Holywell on e
and 100 at Gosforth on 29th (FC).

Pintail:-

Budle Bay where they were present most of month, contained a mex. of 35 on 23rd (BuS) .
Elsewhere 2 at Cresswell on 10th (EIM), 1 at Grindon on 16th (LGM) end 2 at Holywell on
17th (CED).

Bhoveler: -
3 records. 2 at Capheaton on 17th (CMi), 2 at Gosforth on 29th (FC) end 1 at Grindon o7
31st (WGJ).

Scaup:-
5 - 4 in amble Harbour between 9th and 2%rd (J & RMcC et al). Elsewhere 1 at Cresswzil o2
10th (ERM), 1 at Seaton Sluice on 24th (LGM) and 1 inland at Gosforth on 24th (BG).

Tufted Duck:-

283 at Whittle Dene on 3rd (LGM) was by far largest concentration. 80 at Gosforth Paxi
on 29th (FC), max. 65 at Holywell on Tth (B & ME) and 57 at Hertburn on 17th were only
other flocks in excess of 50.

Pochard: -

The largest counts were 60 at Hoselaw on 17th (mu/cw), 40 at Gosforth on 29th (FC) and 3-
at Derwent on 9th (IN).

Goldeneye:-
The River Tweed produced highest concentration with 65 et Berwick on 3rd (EHM). 30 wern

at Broomlee on 16th (ILGM), 19 at Derwent on 9th (&), mex. 18 at Whittle Dene on 10tk
(J & RMcC) and 15 at Capheston on 17th (cMz)., TUp to 12 noted at many other waters.

Tong-tailed Duck:-
Mox. of 8 off Bamburgh on 24th (BRS) and 6 off Holy Island on 3lst (RA/RAK).

Velvet Scoter:-
1 off Ross on 23rd (BiS) was only record.

Common Scoter:-
Max. of 55 off Bamburgh on 23rd (BRS).
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Red-breasted Merganser:-
Up to 5 noted off Holy Island, Bamburgh and St, Mery's during month.

Goosander: -

Mex. counts were 41 at Derwent on 9th (KNN), 3% at Whittle Dene on 10th (J & RMcC), 27 ab
Greenlee on 9th (LGM), 24 at Colt Crag on 24th (AJR) end 17 on Tyne near Hexhem cn 3rd end
23rd. Up tc 10 noted at several other weters including kiver Aln at Alnmouth.

Smew: -

Present at Whittle Dene all month with max. of 3 (all 'redheads') between 20th - 30th
(LGM/CM.. et al). 4 'redhead' was also at Greenlee on 16th and 2 drake wag in Budle Bay
next day (LGM).

Shelduciis~
Budle Bay/Fenhem Flats contained a mex. of 512 on 17th (LGM). 1 at Holywell Pond and ©
off Seaton Sluice on 7th were unusual (B & ME).

Grey Lag Gooses:-
65 at Hoselaw Loch on 17th (MN/CW) and a max. of 56 on Budle Bay on 24th/25th (BES). U,
to 56 in the Grindon area for most of month (LGM/WGJ) and 1 at Alnmouth on 10th (HIM).

Pink-footed Gocse:-
46 in Budle Bay on 17th (LGM).

Brent Gocose:-
400 on Fenhem Flats for most of month with a max. of 800 - 1000 on 15th (BM et al).

Mute Swan:-
On 3rd, 60 at Beal and 43 at Berwick (ERM).

Whooper Swen:-

The largest numbers were present at beginning of month. On 3rd, max. 71 on the Holy
Island area and 76 in Coldstream - Norhem area and it was on lst that a max. of 39 was av
Holywell. On 9th, 38 were on the Northumberlend Loughs in the west. 21 at Linton cn
29th (CA) was only other count in excess of 15.

Bewicks Swan:-

More records then is usual. On lst, 5 on Fenham Flats (LGM), on 9th/10th, 5 at Monks
Iouse, Seehouses (MLEH/BRS), on 15th, 2 on Holy Islend (BM) and on 24th, 7 in Budle Bay
(BRS)., Between 9th - 24th, 7 in Cresswell - Linton area (CMi/J & RMcC/ERM) and on 9th, 15
at Holywell Ponds (CED).

Sparrow lawk:-
Singles reported from almmout:, Ponteland and Havanneh.

Hen Harrier:-
A male in Kielder Forest on 24th (EKM).

Merlinz-
Singles in Holy Islend, Fenhem Flats, Ross and Budle Bay areas and alsc at Alnmouth and
Cresswell between lst - 24th.

Red Grouse:-
Very common on dllendale fells early in menth (ERM).

Common Crane:-
A single, strong-flying bird provided many observers with excellent views as it remained
in fields to S. of 4lnmouth from 9th until at least 23rd (ERM et al).

Water Rails:-
1 at Fenham Mill on lst was only record (LGM).
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Coot:~

Max. counts were, at Holywell 65 on 17th and 23rd (CED) and at Broomlee 56 on 16ih (1) .

More unusual records involved 10 in Berwick Harbour on 3rd (BEiM), 13 in Budle Bay on i7th
(1GM), 1 at Holy Island causeway on 15th, 25 in Amble Herbour on 9th (J & RMcC) and 9 ou
%uar§y Pond, Whitley Bay on same day (JDMcE). Very few in Bolam/Capheaton areas on 17th
CMA).

Lapwing: -
Some large flocks, with 1000 at Whittle Dene on 10th and 17th and at Holywell on 29th
(JSB/FC). 1500 at Holy Islend on 15th (BM) end 600 at Pegswood on 17th (E1M).

Grey Plover:- ;
3 at each of Cresswell on 10th and at Hauxley on 17th (ERM). 1 at Ross on 10th (MLH/TT)

Gelden Plover:-
1000-1200 at Wnittle Dene between 10th - 17th (J5B/J & RMcC et al), 150 at Fenhem Le “or
on 10th and 200 at Hauxley cn 17th (MLH/DL).

Curlew:-
55 at Holy Islend on 3rd was largest reported flock (EiM).

Woodcocks: -
1 at Holywell Ponds on lst (CED).

Common Snipe:-
An apparent influx noted at Holywell on 16th with at least 55 present (CED) and 45 at
Alnmouth next day (BG).

Jack Snipe:-
On 17th, 1 in Budle Bay (LGM) and 2 at alnmouth (ETM).

Green Sandpiper:-
1 at Wnittle Dene all month (LGM/J & RMcC et al).

Spotted Redshenk:-
1 again seen in Seahouses/Budle Bay area on 9th and 17th (BRS/LGM).

Knots=-
At least 1000 at St. Mary's by 29th (B & ME). On 9th, 250 on Cogquet Island (ERM) and 90
in imble Harbour (J & &McC) and on 3lst, 60 at Newton (RA/RIK).

Sanderling: -
€0 at Wnitburn on 31st was an unusual number for that area (BU).

Ivory Gull:-
The immature, first reported in December was still present at mouth of Tyne on 23xd.

Glaucous Gull:-
1 - 5 at imble until 9th and on the latter, 1 at Holywell (LG¥/J & RMcC/CED).

Short-eared Owl:-

Up to 4 in Killingworth area during month with peak on 29th (FC/JDMCE). 2 - 3 at Linten
on 29th (CMA4) and singles at Holy Island, ilnmouth, Heuxley and Holywell Ponds betweewn
10th - 25th. 1 at Norham on 3rd.

Kingfisher:-

1 at Hexhem on 23rd (LGM).

Skylark:-
Flock of 100 on Holy Island on 3rd (ERM).

Hooded Crow:-
1 at Koss on 1st (LGM).
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Marsh Tit:-
Keported from Norham and Morpeth.

Stonechat: -
5 &t Birling Carrs on 2nd (LGM).

Grey Wagtail:-
1 - 2 noted at Morpeth, Whittle Dene and Hexham during nmonth.

Waxwing:-
Smell flocks still present, with 12 at Westerhope on 1st (IK), 8 at Clara Vale on 11th

(J ' KMcC), 7 in Durham City on 2lst (J)G) and singles at imnstead, Ponteland, South
Shields and Sunderland.

Great Grey Shrike:-
1 near Belsay on 9th (WGT).

Siskin:-
L flock of 50 in Allendale, near Sinderhope, on 28th (RG/WB/EL) end 8 at Bolem on 17t2
(cMa).

Twites:-
70 on Holy Island on 3rd (ERM), 30 at amble on 9th (J & iMcC) and 6 at Alnmouth on 10
(ERM).

Redpoll:-
50 near Dilston on 23rd (LeM).

Brambling:-
16 at dAydon, Nr. Corbridge on 3rd was largest reported flock (RG/EL}.

Snow Buntings:-
65 at Whitburn on 30th (KN) was largest flock but 34 at Killingworth on 13th (JDMcE) axd
50 at Peterlee on 20th (JiG). Up to 14 also noted at loss, Alnmouth and North Seaton.

Tree Sparrow:-
Flock of 150 at /mnstead on 3rd (MLH).

LIST OF CONTRIBUTOHS: -

. adams, D. Lamb,

C. M. Adamson. E. lobley.

R. Atkinson. B. Marshall.

W. Brady. J. D. McElwee.,

J. S. Booth. L. G. McFarlsane.

F. Colley. J & R McCutcheon.

C. B. Douglas. E. K, Meek.

B. Galloway. M. Nattrass.

Je 1. Ginnever. R. Normen.

. Gray. A, J. Hichards.

M. L. Hassall. M. R. & E. L. Smith.
We G. Johnson. B. Unwin.

I. Kerr,. Heuxley and Beamburgh Ringing Stations.

All records for March (and any remsining for January and February) to Bryan Gallowsy,
115 Southway, S. W. Denton, Newcastle upon Tyne NE 15 7 KD by 8th April 1971 at the lates-
please,

NEXT CLUB MEETING:-

Please note that as the Annual General Meeting of the Club is combined with the Dinner
this year the next Club Meeting in the Medical School Lecture Theatre will be on
Thursday, 13th May, 1971 at 7.15.p.m. We hope to have Dr. David Bellamy from Durham
University as our speaker on that evening.

/Field
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FIELD TRTP TO HOLY ISIAND

SUNDAY, 18TH APRIL, 1971

A Field Meeting will be held on Holy Island on this date. The tides allow a crossing
after 11.30.a.m. and we will meet in the village square at 12 noon. Will all those
wishing to attend write to E. R. MEEK, 5 ELM ROAD, CHEVIOT VIEW, PONTELAND. Transport
will be by car and anyone needing 2 1lift should indicete this in their letter.

B,T.0. ATLAS:-

The B.T.0. Ornithological Atlas Project is now entering the fourth of its five years.

At the end of three seasons about 91 per cent of the 10 Km. squares in England, 85 per
cent of those in Wales and 66 per cent of those in the Republic of Ireland have been well
covered. However 59 per cent of those on Northern Ireland and 66 per cent of those in
Scotland are still virtually untouched and much work remaing to be done there., Club ror-
bers who intend visiting other parts of the country during the Summer are reminded tiiat -
tremendous amount of information can be collected (and indeed, has been collected) fron
casual visits to unfamiliar localities. , Any person reguiring informeation on the projec.
should contact me a2t the next Club Meeting.

Turning now to our local contribution to the project, it is very encoureging to record th-:
of a total of 70 10 Km. squares in Northumberland additional informetion to 68 of thocs
squares was obtained in 1970. The number of squares with over 50 species recorded now
stands at 54 - but there is still much work to be done and offers to cover specific arcss
or agsist on & casual basis are still required for this coming breeding season. All
interested members should see me at the Club Mceting.

(Sgd). Geoff Macfarlane.

PROPOSED ROCK PIPIT SURVEY:-

Owing to & misunderstanding in the size of maps to be incorporated in the Club's Breediiny
Survey Report 1967 - 68 publication has had to be postponed although by the time this
article appears, more encouraging news should be to hand. However one of the results o
the Survey was the absence of confirmed breeding of the Rock Pipit on the Northumberland
Coastline.

In order to investigate the matter more thoroughly it is proposed to carry out a specific
enquiry into the breeding status of the Rock Pipit in Northumberland and if possible, into
North Durham, during 1971.

The criteria for determining breeding will be those adopted in the B.T.0, iatlas Project
but the Survey is primarily aimed at assessing numbers of breeding (and if possible non-
breeding) pairs and observers are invited to cover specific stretches of the coastline.
Full details will be given at the next Club Meeting end &1l interested members should
contact me then or at home (28 FOX AND HOUNDS RO.D, FENHAM, NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE 5 TEL.
36089). The project will, if necessary, be extended into 1972.

(Sgd.) Geoff. Macfarlane.

/SEE SEPARATE SHEET
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TYNWNESIDE BIRD CLUB

FEBRUARY 1971 BULLETIN

SUMMARY

February was comparatively mild and such gettled conditions were probably responsible for
the early disappearance of many Divers and some of the wintering flocks of surface feeding
ducks. Diving ducks, probably on return passage through the area, showed a significant
increase between 11th - 14th, particularly Goldeneye and Goosander, end inland Shelducks
were probably on return passage westward after completing their moult.

Waders slso appeared to be moving after mid-month, particularly Lapwings, Golden Plover
and Curlew, and by 21st small numbers of Thrushes and Skylarks seemed to be migrating.

The second Club waterfowl count of the Winter was conducted on 2]1at and some interesting
results were obtained, perticularly in the Tweed Valley. The detailed resultis are
summarised in a separate table at the end of the report.

Ivory Gull, Bittern, 4 Smew, Greenshank and 50 - 60 Twite were amongst the more unusual
sightings in a rather quiet month.

CLASSIFIED LIST

Great Northern Diver:
1 off Holy Island on 13th (J & RMcC), 1 N, off Whitburn on 20th (BU) and 1 off Alnmouth on
21st (MH/KGD).

Red-throated Diver:
1 - 3 off each of Hauxley, Seaton Sluice and Whitburn during month.

Red-necked Grebe:
1 off Ross Links on 21st (BG et al).

Slavonian Grebe:
€ off hoss Links on 21st (BG et al) and 2 off Bamburgh on 28th (IK).

Black-necked Grebe:
> at Witton Le Wear on 14th (MR).

Little Grebe:
Singles &t Alnmouth, Holywell, Brasside and Derwent and 5 - 6 on the Tyne at Hexham duriug

Cormorant:
2 as far up River Tyne as Wylam on 3rd (DLA) and 6 &t Carhem, on the Tweed, on 2lst. T - €
at Wallsend Swallow Ponds on 30th/2lst was most unusual.

Heron: -
Meny records of up to 4 from widely scattered loczlities.

Bittern:
% at Holywell Ponds until at least 25th (CED/MH) end 2 may have been present on 6th
per CED).

Mallard:

A significant reduction since last month with maximum counts as follows:- 600 at Derwent
on 14th (BG), %00 in Budle Bay on 6th (BkS), 250 at Whittle Dene on Tth (IHA) and also

in Druridge Bay on 27th (BMn), 200 off St. Mary's on 4th and 22nd (B & ME) and in
Gosforth Park on 20th (ERM), 155 at Holywell on 6th (CED) and 119 off Sunderland on 23rd
(BU). Up to 100 at meny other weters. (See also separate table for 21st). The 2 white
birds at Colt Crag in December 1970 were again seen at Sweethope on 13th (RN).
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Teal:
A similar reduction noted. 70 at Linton on 28th (iN) was largest flock rcported but 40 -
60 were noted at Grindon, Gosforth and Holywell. (See also separate table for 2lst).

Wigeon:

The expected decline was not so obvious with 1500 - 1600 still in Budle Bay between 6th -
20th (BRS), 250 at Derwent on 18th (KG/EL), 123 at Grindon on 20th (J & k McC) and 100 at
Holywell on 6th (CED) and 300 just over the border at Hoselaw on 14th (AJR). (Also see
table for 21st).

Pintails
Outside 21st (see table) only record was of 3 in Budle Bay on 6th (BRS).

Shoveler:
Single pairs at S. Linton on 14th (EKM) and at Gosforth on 20th (IHA) and 5 at Hoselaw on
14th (AJR). (Also refer to table for 21st).

Scaup:
A pair in 4mble harbour on 7th and female remaining until 28th (J & RMcC et al). 1 at

Middleton Hall on 6th (JMB),

Tufted Duck:

Still some sizeable flocks present although none greater than that of 100 at Holywell on
3rd (B & ME). Other counts in excess of 50 were 60 at Hartburn on 1lth - 13th (K et al)
and 60 at Gosforth on 27th (FC). See also table for 21st.

Pochard:

Little change since January although 100 were at Gosforth on 27th (FC). Counts in exceas
of 25 were received from Capheaton (45 on 14th) and Holywell (30 on 15th and 28th) as vel’
as Gosforth. in unusuel record of a drake in Amble Harbour on Tth (J & RMcC et al). See
also table for 21st.

Goldeneyes
Outside 2lst (see table) largest gatherings were; 30 at Derwent on 14th (BG), 28 at

Broomlee on 13th (LGM) and 20 at each of Whittle Dene and Hartburn on the same day (RN),
and 12 at Capheaton on 14th (ERM). Up to 10 at meny other waters, including a few off-
shore.

Long-tailed Duck:
On 21st, 20 off Koss (BG et al) and 2 off Hauxley (HRES).

Red-breasted Merganser:
2 - 6 in Alnmouth and Holy Island areas during month but see table for 21st. in unusual
record of 1, a drake, at Derwent Reservoir on 1/4th (BG) - see also 1970.

Goosander:

Traditionally the best month of the year for flocking on the rivers, ponds and reservoirs.
Maximum counts were 50 at Derwent on 14th (BG), 41 at Whittle Dene on 11th (B & ME), 25
2t Wingates on 14th (LGM/ERM), 12 on the Aln at Ailnmouth on 28th (EN), 15 at Greenlee on
6th (LGM), and 10 on Tyne et Prudhce on 10th (AJR). Up to 9 at several other waters
including 5 N. off Alnmouth on 7th (BG/ERM). See also table for 21st.

Smew:

3 were again at Whittle Dene, this time for most of month, although on Tth, 4 were seen
together and all 'redheads' (PK et al). The 'redhead' that was on the Northumbrian Loughs
for most of month (LGM) mey have temporarily joined the resident 3 at Whittle Dene on Tth
Also 1 at Witton Le Wear on 14th (MR).

Shelduck:

iway from Fenham Flats/Budle Bay area, interesting records were received from Grindon
(2 on 2nd), Sweethope (2 on 11lth) and Derwent (5 on 27th). These, together with 5 S.
off Whitburn on 20th and 9 N. there on 27th, were probebly on return migration after

AR /Grey Geese
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Grey Geese:
in unidentified flock of 30 or more was at Grindon on 22nd (RG/WB/EL).

Grey Lag Goose:

On 12th, 60 - 70 flew NW over Newcestle (BG/MR & ELS), on 13th/14th, 50 were at
Hallington (RN et al) and the Budle Bay flock remained at 65 for most of month. See also
table for 21st.

Brent Goose:
55 at Holy Islend on Tth (LGM et al) end 3 still present on 21st (ERM).

Barnacle Goose:
Again 1 at Colt Crag with 41 Canada's on 2lst (MR et al).

Whooper Swan:

An increase since late Januery as birds begin to return N. Max. counts were; at Fenham
Flats 30 on 22nd (ERM), on Holy Island 28 on 13th (J & KMcC), in the Cresswell area 17 cn
7th (BMn), at Ashington 21 on 28th (ERM), at Holywell 29 on 28th (CED), at Wingates 20

on 14th with 17 at Capheaton on same day, (ERM/LGM) and at Grindon 32 on 28th (Mit). TUp to
12 noted at several other waters but also refer to separate table.

Bewick's Swan:
3 ot Holywell on 9th (BMn), and 2 in the Hauxley area between 14th - 28th (HRS).

Sparrcw Hawk:
1 - 2 noted at Cresswell, Holywell, Gosforth, Hexham and Norham during month.

Merlin:
1 in the warkworth/hlnmouth areas on Tth (J & BMcC) and 1 at Chollerford on 2lst (LeM
et al).

Black Grouse:
12 males found in Redesdale on 26th (ERM).

Water Rails
1 2t Bamburgh on 20th was only record.

Coot:
in increase since January with a max. of 80 at Holywell on 2lst (CED). Also 122 at
Broomlee on 6th (LGM) and 200 at Seaton Burn on 27th (FC). See also teble for 21st.

Oyder Catcher:

Lergest counts received were on 21st/22nd with 100 at each of Bamburgh and St. Mary's and
200 in Budle Bay. 3 passage birds were at Derwent on 27th (BN) and many were back at
their breeding grounds in Tweed Basin by 21st (EidM).

Lapwing:

Further presence of very large flocks suggested heavy passage, with 2000 at Whittle Dene
on 11th (B & ME), 1500 in Budle Bay on 6th (BRS) and at Holywell on 25th (MH), 100 at
Werk on Tweed on 2lst (ERM) and 700 at Birtley on 12th (RN). On 25th visible migration
wes noted over Kielder area (ERM).

Grey Plover: .
030 on Fenhan Flats on 2lst (BG et al) and.l - 4 at Amble after 14th (HRS). 400

Golden Plover:
Probably moving with Lapwings during month. 2000 at Whittle Dene on 11lth (B & ME), 4C0
at Druridge on 28th (BN) and 300 in Budle Bay and on Holy Island on 20th/21st (BRS/BG).

Snipe:

Some sizeable concentrations suggested early passage with 74 at Seahouses on Tth (LGM et
al), 70 (the mex.) at Holywell on 25th (MH), 40 at Hauxley on 24th (HES) and 35 at Bshott
on 21st (MH). Up to 20 at several other waters.

3 /Jack Snipe



Jack Snipe:
T at Bamburgh on 6th (BES) and 1 at Holywell on Tth (M).

Curlew:
Also moving N. toward end of month. Hely Island recorded largest numbers with at least
400 moving over Island towards Goswick at dusk on 2lst (BG et al).

Green Sanddper:
1 at wWhittle Dene all month (IHA/LGM et al).

Bar-tailed Godwit:
At least 1000 at Fenham Flats on 2lst (BG et al).

Redshank:

inother species that has increased since January as birds move N. again. Cresswell
recorded largest concentration with 60 - 70 on Tth (BG/ERM) but smaller flocks were noted
at Holywell, St. Mary's, Amble and Alnmouth.

Greenshank:
1 again seen at Alnmouth on 7th (BG/ERM).

¥not:
The St. Mary's flock reached a peak of 1000 on 4th (B & ME). A4lso a few thousand on
Fenhem Flats on 21st (BG et al) and 150 - 200 at Bamburgh and Alnmouth during month.

Purple Sandpiper:
It least 100 at St. Mary's on 22nd (B & ME).

Dunlin:
Up to 300 noted at Whitburn, St. Mary's, Hauxley, amble and Alnmouth during month with
several thousand on Fenhem Flats on 21st.

Sanderlinss:
50 at Sesburn on 15th (R4), 40 at St. Mary's on 22nd (B & ME) and also at Whitburn on 2514
(BU).

Gulls:
i huge roost of perhaps 1000,000 on Fenham Flats on 21st (BG/ERM).

Ivory Gull:
The North Shields bird was last reported on 20th (KGD/VH).

Common Gull:
1500 at Widdrington on 28th (ERM).

Glaucous Gull:
Singles immatures noted at North Shields, Chevington, Hauxley end /mble during month. Ar
adult and an immature were together at Seahouses on 20th (BRS).

Tceland Gull:
4 second year at North Shields on 13th (MH).

Short-eared Owl:
1 - 2 at Holywell from 4th - Tth (MH/B & ME), 1 - 3 at Killingworth from 15th - 24th
(JDMcE), and 1 at Hauxley on 2lst (HKS).

Great Spotted Woodpecker:
Noted at Bolam, Hallington and Kielder.

Green Woodpecker:
Noted at Kielder.

Skylark:

Moving N. over sea in small flocks at Bamburgh and Ross on 2lst (3G et al).

4. /Raven
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Raven:
Noted at Halleypike and in Cheviots (LGM/ERM et al).

Fieldfare:
A movement suggested between 20th - 28th with 50 at Bamburgh, 30 on Holy Island and 40 at
Seaton Delaval,

Song Thrush:
30 on Holy Island on 21st (2G).

Redwings
20 on Holy Island on 21st (BG).

Stonechat:
2 - 3 in Cresswell area during month (BMn).

Grey Wagtail:
Singles at Washington, Wallsend and Whittle Dene during month.

Wexwings:
Still a few present. 7 at Denton Burn on 4th (JSB), 3 at Cramlington on 7th (IMm), 1 ab
Killingworth on 6th (FC) and 2 in Darras Hall most of month (per BG).

Great Grey Shrike:
Still 2 in Holywell Dene until 7th (MN et al) and 1 at Plashetts on 25th (ERM). Singles
over the Border in Tweed Valley on 14th and 21st.

Goldfinch:
Noted at Wallsend (1) and Tynemouth (4).

Siskin:
5 at Middleton Hall on 6th (JMB).

Twite:
At Holy Island most of month with max, of 50 - 60 on 7th (LGM et al). 3 at Wallsend
Swallow on 18th (MH).

Brambling:
At least 30 at Wallington on 5th and 12 at Bolam on 16th (IK/EO).

Yellow Hammer:-
Over 100 at Wallsend Swallow after 18th (MH).

Snow Bunting:
¢l00 et Whitburn on 20th/21st (BU) and 40 at South Shields on 15th (RA). 12 at Ross on
21st (BG et al).

LIST OF CONTRIBUTORS

I. H. Armstrong. P. Kelly. M. k. & E. L. Smith.
R. Adams, I. Kerr, G. Upton.

D. L. Allan. E. Lobley., 3. Unwin.

W. Brady. B, Martin, Bamburgh & Hauxley Ringing
J. M. Bayldon. J. BD. McElwee. Stations,

J. 5. Booth. L. G. McFarlane.

F, Colley. J & R, McCutcheon.

K. G. Dures. E. H. Meek.

C. E. Douglas. M. Nattrass.

B & M. Etherington. R. Torman.

B. Gallowey. R, Osborne.

R. Gray. A+ J. Richards.

M. Hodgson. M. Hichardson.
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Tyneside Bird Club

Wildfowl Count - 21st February, 1971

Again most of the important waters in Northumberland and North Durham were
covered but it is to be regretted that such waters as Capheaton and Bolam Lakes
and Lilburn Pond could not be covered. Less effective cover of the coastline
was also a pity but these disappointments were largely offset by the very
considerable coverage of the River Tweed that was managed together with records
from the River Tyne at Hexham and Blaydon.

Wildfowl numbers generally were disappointingly low presumably as a result
of the mild weather with Mallard, Wigeon, Eider and Common Scoter numbers well
below normal. On the other hand healthy numbers of Tufted Duck, Goldeneye,
Goosander and Grey Lag Geese were recorded.

Species omitted from the table because of lack of space were as follows:-

Slavonian Grebe (6) Red Necked Grebe (1)  and Pintail (6) all from Lindis-
farne Reserve. Gadwall (1) at Grindon Lough.

The waters that drew a blank were Tunstall, Hisehope, Havannah, Linn Heads,
Little Swinburn and Cowey Sike. Killingworth had 4% Mute Swans, Waskerley 8
Goosander, Smiddyshaw 2 Mallard and Burnhope 5 Goosander.

Few Clubs can boast such comprehensive coverage of the waters in a County the
size of Northumberland (with North Durham as well) and it would be of obvious
ornithological importance to be able to make these counts a regular feature every
year. A further November count should certainly be attecapted.

As a final comment the field secretary and recorder would like to thank all
those members who took part.
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SUMMARY

Although the month was generally mild, several periods of northerly winds delayed the
arrival of the early Summer visitors end by end of month only Ring Ouzel and Wheatear had
been recorded, although 2 Arctic Skuas on 29th were remarkably early. Lesser Black Backs
were also noted, with increasing frequency, after T7th.

Migretion of wildfowl and waders seemed to proceed throughout month with no really distin
peaks, but Grebes seemed to increase inland after about 14th with a peak during last few
days.

Thrushes, Waxwings and Bramblings, the latter in larger numbers than have been seen all
Winter, moved steadily through, with Waxwings showing an increase after 2lst. Two Siskin
flocks mey also have been part of a large scale movement through the area on their way *o
the Continent.

Other interesting records included 2 Mediterranean Gulls, 3 Shore Larks, 2 Great Grey
Shrikes, and the Holy Island Twites.

Early April has seen the appearance of a few more Great Grey Shrikes and 2 Lapland Duntirg.
and by 17th Gargeney, Sandwich Tern, 211 3 hirundines, Willow Warbler, Chiffchaff and
Redstart had all been recorded. More about these next month.

CLASSIFIED LIST

Black-throated Diver:
1 N. off Whitburn on 16th (BU).

Great Northern Diver:
1 off Holy Islend on 28th (ERM/LGM).

Red-throated Diver:
At least 12 off Alnmouth on 13th (J & RMcC).

Greet Crested Grebe:

On the sea, 7 off ilnmouth on 13th (J & IMcC) and 1 off Seaton Sluice on 7th (HW). Inlend
records involved 3 at Catcleugh on 23rd (CMA) and on 27th, 1 at Seaton Burn (IK/RO) and 1
at Gosforth Park (HW).

Red-necked Grebe:
1 off Holy Island on 28th (ERM/LGM).

Black-necked Grebe:
1 in Gosforth Park on 27th (HW).

Little Grebe:
Reported from 10 waters after 14th., 8 at Grindon on 27th was largest concentration (It
gt-al Je

Fulmar: .
7 ledges occupied at a quarry near Ford on 28th (EEM/IGM). A blue phase N. at Whitburn
on 20th (BU).

Cormorant:

Inland records involved 8 - 9 at Wallsend Swallow for most of month (JDMcE et al) and 2

at Seaton Burn on 27th (IK/RO). 8 were also on Cresswell Pond on several occasions and

feeding birds on Tweed were seen as far as 16 miles inland at Carham (LGM). 4t coest, a
steady N. movement was noted off Whitburn between lst - 20th in flocks of up to 29 (BU).

i /Shag



Shagt
5 gt Wallsend Swallow on 16th were most unusual (JDMCE) «

Heron:
11 records of 1 - 3 birds, most of which were probably on passage. A colony in centreal
Northumberland contained about 25 pairs on 30th.

Mallard:
Numbers continued to decline. 120 at Holywell on 14th (CED) and 105 at Derwent on 13th
(RN) were by far largest flocks reported.

Teal:

Spring passage was most conspicuous at Washington where 75 - 90 were present from 6th -
1l4th (BU/RN et al). Holywell, Grindon and Holy Island were amongst some of the 10 othsr
waters that held up to 45 between 1l4th - 22nd.

Gadwall:
Single birds were at Gosforth on Tth (BG) and at Grindon on 2lst (ERM).

Wigeon:

Spring passege, involving birds returning N., was conspicuous at meny waters. Budle 3oy
of course still held 1100 on 7th (BRS) when 320 were at Hoselaw in the N.W. (LGM/MI) bt
Grindon held up to 180 for most of month (IHA/RG et al) and Derwent 100 - 115 (RN/EG st o)
90 off St. Marys on 8th (B & ME) and up to 55 at Holywell in mid-month (CED) were fuztha:
examples of larger gatherings.

Pintail:
Spring Passage was suggested by records of 1 at Holywell on 13th - 2lst (CED et al), 2 - -
at Washington between 14th - 23rd (RN/PK/BU) and 5 on Holy Island on 28th (ERM/LGM).

Shoveler:

in influx efter about 13th, being most notable at Holywell where 4 - 8 were noted on sev-
eral dates until 26th (CED/BG/B & ME), Up to 3 also noted at Gosforth, Havannah,
Washington and Grindon. At Hoselaw in the N.W. 6 on 7th and 11 on 25rd (LGM/MN/CMA) .

Scaup:
On 7th, 1 at Berwick (LGM) end 5 N. off innstead (BRS).

Tufted Duck:

60 - 70 were largest concentrations, being noted at Gosforth on Tth and 22nd (BG/SJH),
Bolam on 6th (IK), Hoselaw on Tth (MV/LGM), Holywell on 14th (CED), Northumberland Loviis
on 13th (LGM) and Capheaton on 30th (ERM).

Pochard:

Largest counts were 107 at Hoselaw (LaM/Mw), 60 at Gosforth (BG), 50 at Bolanm (IK) an?
50 at Hartburn (JSB) all on 6th/Tth. Holywell heéll largest numbers of all other waters
with 29 - 34 between 6th - 14th (CED et al).

Goldeneye:
Agein Tweedmouth held largest numbers with 220 there on Tth (LGM/MN) but further up the

river 35 were at Coldstream/Carham and 19 were at Hoselaw on same day. Elsewhere, 3C

36 on the Northumberland Loughs between 13th - 27th, max. 18 at Whittle Dene on 6th (LG
et al), 16 at Capheaton on 30th (ERM), 14 at Hartburn on 30th and 13 at Alnmouth on 127%a
(IH4) with smaller numbers at many other waters.

Iong-tailed Duck:
50 off Damburgh on Tth was only record (RN).

Common Scoter:
105 off Demburgh on 7th (K¥) and a small flock off ilnmouth (3G) were only records.

EKed-breasted Merganser:
31 off Holy Island on 28th (ERM/LGM) was by far lergest concentration. Also noted off
Newton (1 cn 14th - 21st) end Alnmouth (7 on 13th).

2

/Goosander



Goosander:

39 at Derwent on 13th was largest gathering (EN) but on Tth, 30 were on Tweed at
Coldstream/Carham (LGM/MN). Double figures were also noted at Whittle Dene, 11 on 2nd,
and Wingates, 12 on 30th (ERM) but up to 7 were noted at several of the other usual
localities.

Smews
Lest noted at Whittle Dene on 7th when 1 only was present (BG/S & HMcC).

Shelduck:

Budle Bey held 150 on Tth (RN), and on 13th a total of 18 were in Alnmouth/Amble harbours
(J & RMcC). 2 at Washington on 6th (RN) and 2 at Gosforth Park on 20th (MR) suggested
late overland passage. Alsc 3 S. off Seaton Sluice on 29th (ST Y

Grey Lag Goose:

The largest flocks were just over the Border in N.W. with 285 at Spronston and 101 at
Hoselaw on Tth (LGM/MN). The Budle Bay flock reduced from 70 on 7th to 41 by 2lst (Bre
et)al). Elsewhere 24 were at Hartburn on 12th (CMA) and 60 at Hellington on 14th (RG/W3
EL).

Brent Goose:
Still 60 in Holy Islend area on Tth (1N).

Canada Goose:
2 pairs at Hallington on 14th (RG/WB/EL) was only record.

Mute Swan:
92 at Tweedmouth on Tth (LGM/MN) and 14 at Amble on 13th (J & EMcC) were largest counte.

Whooper Swan: _

Some interesting counts as return passage continued. The largest flocks were noted at
Spronston, 38 on Tth (LGM/MN); Holywell, 21 - 22 from 13th - 2lst (CED et al);
Capheaton, 17 on 14th (CMi); Grindon, 3% - 35 from 9th - 21lst (RG/GU et al); Hartburn,
28 - 45 from T7th - 30th (JSB/ERM et al). Many records of parties of up to 10.

Bewick's Swan:
3 near Budle Bey on Tth (i) and 1 at Bamburgh on 20th/21lst (BRS). Grindon held 4 betwe::n
14th - 21st (ERM/WGJ).

Sparrow Hawk:
Noted at Bamburgh (1 on 7th), Ponteland, Gosforth and Slaley.

Peregrine:
4 falcon at Killingworth on lst may have been of this species (JDMcE) .

Merlin:
Singles in Holywell Dene on 13th (it.), and Holy Island on 28th (LGM/ERM).

Water Kail:
Severzl at Gosforth (BG et al) and 1 near Belsay (WGJ) towsrds end of month.

Mocrhens
14 in Budle Bay on Tth (BRS) may have been part of a movement.

Coot:
55 on Tweed Estuary on Tth (LGMAMN) 80 at Holywell on 6th (CED), 91 at Broomlee on 13th
(LGM) end 150 at Seaton Burn on 29th (EIM)., Up to 40 many other lakes and ponds.

Oystercatcher:

Overland passage was suggested by 2 - 4 at Whittle Dene between 6th - 27th (IHA/JSB/MG); 1
at Grindon on 14th (J & #McC), 1 - 2 at Holywell between 20th - 26th (CED), 3 at Derwent
on 28th (J & McC) and 1 at Seaton Burn on 29th (ERM). 41 at smble on 13th was largest
coastal gathering.

3 /Ringed Plover



Ringed Plover:
An inland passege bird at Holywell on 13th/14th (CED).

Grey Plovers:
5 &t Bamburgh on Tth (IK) and 30 on Holy Island on 28th (ERM/LGM).

Turnstone:
Largest flock was 70 on Holy Island on 28th (ERM) .

Jack Snipe:
1 at Ross on 14th (LGHM).

Woodcocks ;
an unusual record of 1, probably on passage, at Killingworth on 17th (JDMcE). Noted in
breeding areas at Prestwick Carr and Belsay.

Curlew:
Over 600 in Holy Island/Budle Bay area on Tth, 100 at Derwent on 13th (KN) and 100 at
Grindon between 9th - 15th (LGM et al).

Bar-tailed Godwit:
20 at Holy Islend on 28th (EKM) and 5 at Newton on 2lst (4Bl et al).

Green Sandpiper:
The Whittle Dene bird was present throughout month (MR et al) and 1, possibly the same.
near Corbridge on Tth. Also 1 near Wooler on 28th February (JKJ).

Redsheank:

Passage was suggested by 100 at Hauxley on 6th (HRS), 129 at Anmouth/imble on 13th

(J & EMcC), 70 at Holywell on 2lst (BG), 150 at Washington on 25th (RN et al) and 100 un
Holy Island on 28th (ERM). Smeller numbers as far inlend as Grindon.

Knot:
600 - 700 &t St. Mary's for mcst of month (BG/B & ME) was by far largest reported gather
ing.

Purple Sandpiper:
200 at St. Mary's on 8th was a very large gathering (3 & ME). Smaller numbers, ususllv
less than 10 at several other points on coast.

Dunlin:
At loast 1000 still in Holy Island area on 28th (ERM). 246 at Amble on 13th (J & RMcC)
was only other large count. Holywell attracted 1 - 5 between 6th - 13th (CED).

Arctic Skuas
in unusual record on 2 S. off Seaton Sluice on 29th (SJH).

Lesser Black-Backed Gull:
6 records of 1 - 2 birds, mainly moving N. at localities as far apart as Budle Bay &nd
Greenlee Lough between Tth - 27th.

Common Gull:
250 at Whittle Dene on 28th (IMi).

Glaucous Gull:
Singles off nnstead on Tth and 21st (BRS) end off Alnmouth on 13th (J & RMcC).

Mediterranean Gull:

!n sdult on Holy Island on 14th and 28th (LGM/ERM et al). A4lso a ringed bird reported
via ABl following a plough at Belford between lst - 10th. A yellow colour ring, as welil
as the metal ring, was noted.

/Collared Dove
4
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Collared Dove:
Scen at Haydon Bridge, a new area, on 13th (LGM).

Barn Owl:
Noted at Milbourne (WGJ).

Long-eared Owl:
T tired bizd in Holywell Dene on ldth (BG).

Short-eared Owls
Wellsend Swallow attracted 4 between 16th and 30th (JDMCE). 1 - 2 also noted at Prestwick

Carr, Havannah, Killingworth, H.lywell and Budle Bay during month.

Shore Lark:
Still 3 at Whitburn on 6th (RN).

Green Woodwnecker:
Noted at Redesmouth.

Great Spotted Wcodpecker:
Noted at Ovington, Stocksfield, Slaley and Dipton Mill.

Ravens:
A pair at a nest site in Cheviots.

Hooded Crow:
1 at Benton on 23%rd (KGD).

Marsh Tit:
Noted at Belsay.

Willow Tit:
Quite plentiful at Prestwick Carr toward end of month.

Long-tailed Tit:
Half completed nest at Corbridge on 28th (MR).

Fieldfare:

The usual pre-emigration gatherings were noted inlend, with 200 near Eglingham on 12th
(cMa), 110 at Milbourne 15th - 31st (WGJ), 120 at Wingates on 30th (Er1) and 150 at Woole:
on 28th (JKJ). Up to 80 at several other localities.

Song Thrush:
Light influx noted at Priors Park, Tynemouth on 30th (JGD).

Redwing:

25 at Bamburgh on 2lst (BkS) end 4 at Wallsend Swallow on 26th (MRS) were only site
records but they were heard emigrating on 2 successive nights near end of month (BG).

Ring Ouzel:

e —

% in College Valley on 28th (LGM/ERM) were first of Spring.

Wheatear:
1 at Tynemouth on 30th (KGD) was first end only record.

Stonechat:
3 at Chevington on 6th (HES).

Grey Wggtail:
as many as 7 in Gosforth Park on lst were unusuel (W), Singles also noted at Chevinglon
and Holywell on 6th - 13th.

/Waxwing
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Waxwing:
2 at Westerhope on 6th (IK/RO) but after 2lst, 1 - 2 noted from Milbourne, Heddon,
Whitley Bay and Sunderland, suggested return passage.

Great Grey Shrike:
1 at Wooler on 28th February (JKJ) and 1 in Holywell Dene on 28th (MN).

Hawfinchs:
1 at Staward on 30th (MR).

Greenfinch:
Flock of 300 at Ellington on 6th (LGH).

Goldfinch:
Noted at Killingworth (6) and Stonehaugh (10).

Siskins
2 large flocks noted. 60 at Corbridge on 6th (MR) and 100 at Stocksfield on 14th reducin:-
to 40 by 21st (THA/J & RMcC).

Twite:
Still 20 - 25 on Holy Island on Tth (RN).

Crossbill:
1 - 2 at each of Stocksfield, Halley Pike and Wark between 13th - 27th (IHA/J & RMCC/LGM)Q

Chaffinch:
An early nest, almost completed, at Redesmouth on 20th (WGJ).

Bramblings:
On 7th, 60 at Bolam (J & RMcC), on 13th, 40 at Wallington (MR & ELS) and 10 at Holywell
(R4) and on 1lth, 12 at Milbourne (WGJ).

Snow Bunting:
50 at Whitburn on 6th (RN), 2 et Boulmer on 13th (IHA) and 4 at Holy Island on 28th (mew
LGM).
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Hauxley & Bamburgh Ringing Stations.

A1l April records to B. Galloway, 115 Southway, S. W. Denton, Newcastle NE15 7 XD Ly
9th May 1971 please.
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APRIL 1971 BULLETIN
SUMMARY

A very mixed month with a combination of early and late arrivals. With high pressure to
the N. off the Country and a low pressure centre over France, moderate NZ winds brought a
heavy movement of Fulmars, TLesser Black-Backs and Common Gulls on EId/ﬂth, As the high
transferred B. into Scandinevia and the low slowly receded into the Bay of Biscay, winds
became more Easterly snd with low cloud cover between 6th - 9th a few Creat Grey Shrikcs
made landfall and the first Willow Warblers and Gargeney were Secll. The weather becane
more settled during the next few days as a High centre was located over Britain but heavy
cloud cover over N. France was probably responsible for the arrival of only a few Sumaer
visitors.

A ridge of high pressure accupanied by clearing skies extended N. from France on 17th and
s few more Summer migrants arrived including an Osprey but it was not until after 20Th
that the bulk arrived under smilar but warmer conditions. By 23rd the same High centrs
had transferred NE to Scandinsvia and with SE winds traversing elmost the whole of centenl
end N Burope many continental migrants made landfall on E. coast of Iritain. Most of ile
regular Summer migrants were involved but the more interesting species included anothew
Osprey, Red-footed Falcon, Crane, Little Gull, Wryneck, Black Redstart and a few Lesse™
Whitethroats. The month terminated with a Black Tern on 28th and a late flock of Barnucie
Geese on 29th but Common Whitethroats and Garden Werblers had still to arrive.

CLASSIFIED LIST

Great Northern Diver:
In Holy Island area 1 on 4th and 14th ani 3 on 25th (R /R K/ERM).

Diver (sp):
1 - 3 off several coastal points all month., 23 off Alnmouth on 10th (ERM) and 5 - 8 ©off
Cresswell between 10th - 12th (RN/GU et gl). Most birds were identified as Rad--threated.

Great Crested Grebe:

Tnlend records involved single birds at Gosforth until 26th (BG/BEP et al). Whittle Done
on 10th (JSB), Hallington on 22nd/24th (C14a/BHT) and Northumberlend Loughs on 9th wnd #3th,
Up to 3 were noted at Catcleugh, 2 were at Brassiie on 9th and 2 at Seaton Durn on 16ch
(JEP/IK). Offshore, 1 off Farnes on 1llth (B & ME) and 1 off Holy Island on 25th (BL).

Red-necked Grebe:
1 off Holy Island from 14th - 25th (EWM et al) and 10 off Bamburgh on 1llth (BHS).

Slavonian Grebe:
1 off Holy Islend on 9th (IK/RO).

Little Grebe:

Breeding birds well established on at least 14 waters, and passage through the area was
suggested by a peak of 7 at Washington on 14th falling to nil by 28th. Grindon Lough had
ettracted 10 by 26th (J & RMcC et al).

Fulmar:
A very heavy N, movement off Hauxley on Ath reaching a peak of about 500 per hour (ER3).

Gannet:
Small numbers noted moving N. off Hauxley on 5 days between 3rd - 21st (HitS) .

Cormorant:
Up to 6 were again feeding at Wallsend Swallow Pond for most of month (LM et al).

Heron:
Passage was suggested by a number of records of mainly single birds from Holy Island,
Howick, Cresswell and Washington between 4th and 22nd. 4 at the latter on 8th (JRF) was
the largest group away from the inlend feeding haunts of breeding birds.

Nisllard



Mallard: . y &
Derwent Reservoir with 80 on 3rd (BN) and Cresswell with 70 on 13th (GU) were the only
areas that held in excess of 25 during month.

Teal:
Counts in excess of 40 were made at Holy Island on 4th (40+), Grindon on 9th (c40),
Washington on 8th (85) and Ellington on 16th (40+).

Garganey:
A pair at Washington from 6th - 9th (JEP) and 1 - 3 pairs at Gosforth from 9th - 12th
(3G/AW). At Hauxley, a femele on 12th and a pair on each of 18th and 22nd (HRS).

Gadwall:

A suggestion of Spring passage with 5 records. 1 at Derwent cn 3rd (RN), 1 at Newton on
10th (CMi). 2 at Witton-le-wear on 18th (MR), 2 at Holy Island on 25th (BL) and 1 at
Grindon on 26th - 28th (J & RMcC/IGM).

Wigeon:
Still 122 at Grindon on Bth (LGM et al) and during last week of month small parties wote
lingering at several of the regular Winter haunts.

Pintail:
Holy Island Lough attracted up to 6 between 3rd and 25th (RA/R&K/MR et al). 1 at Linte:
on 10th was the only other record (LN).

Shoveler:

Yoted from 12 waters mainly nesr coast, the 2 excepticns being Hallington (2 on 22nd) =nd
Grindon (up to % most of month). Seven, on Holy Island on 25th, was largest gathering.
Most of the records were probably of passage birds.

Tufted Ducks:

57 &t Grindon on 9th (J & EMcC), 40 at Holywell on 10th (GU) and 72 at Capheaton on 22nd
(CMA) were by far largest ccunts, although many wators still held small parties at end of
month.

Pochard:
Only reported from Hallington, Gosforth, Bothal and Swallow and counts did not exceed 0

Goldeneye:

Present on most waters, even during latter half of month end an aggregate of 112 on tre
Northumberland Loughs on 8th (1GM). Othexr counts in excess of '10 were received fron
Derwent (16 on 3rd), Whittle Dene (15 ca 10th and still 11 on 25th) and Beal (20 on 12%h;.
Long-tailed Duck:

n unusuel znd interesting record of 1 inlsnd at Whitley Bey Quarry on 26th (JDMcE).
Bamburgh/ﬂbly Islend area was responsible for all the other records and a max., of 30

wes noted there on 12th (ERM/LGM et al). 9Still 8 present on 25th.

Common Scotbers:
Up to 12 noted off Newton, Alnmouth and Hauxley between 3rd - 22nd (ERM et al).

Fed-brecasted Merganser:
Tioted off several points between Holy Island and Seaton Sluice but Cresswell, with a ni.
of 16 on 12th (GU), provided largest gathering.

Goosander:

°8 % Dorwent on 3rd (BN) and 12 at Bywell on 9th (BG). Hartburn, Hallingion and Cols
Crag each held 1 - 4 birds but by mid-month most records were of small pavties at the
breeding areas on the Tyne and Coquet. A pair with 5 young at Kielder on 17th was a
remarkably early date (BL).

Smew:

Fomale still at Broomlee Lough on 8th (LGI).

> /Sheldvaik



Shelduck:

Budle Bay had a max. of 100 on 3rd (BRS). Other recognised haunts contained more than
the breeding populations with 10 at Newton on l2th (ERM), 16 at Huuxley on 1lth (HRS),
and 16 - 21 at Cresswell between 9th - 22nd (RN et al). Inland records involved 3 at
Wnittle Dene on 5th (BEP), 1 at Blaydon on 27th (BL) and 1 at Broomlee on 28th (1LGM/ERM).

Grey Lag Goose:

A flock of 300 at Hartburn on 4th is unusual for time of year (JEP). In Dudle Bay/Fenhan
Flats area 69 on 3rd had declined to 50 by 10th. (BRS/IHA et al). 1 at Holy Island on
18th (LGM) and 1 at Holywell on 22nd (B & ME).

Pink-footed Goose:
A solitery bird at Heuxley on 25th (HKS).

Brent Goose:
2 late parties on Fenham Flats with 9 dark-breasted there on 16th and 9 pale-breasted on
23rd (per JMB).

Barnacle Goose:
Flock of 68 N. over Holy Island on 29th (per JMB).

Canada Goose:
5 pairs in Sweethope, Hallington, Coclt Crag area (RG/WB/EL et al).

Mute Swan:
54 at Berwick on 12th (ERM) and 20 at amble on 10th - 16th (HS). 2 swimming ¥, off
t. Marys on 9th (MRS/ELS) made an unusual site.

Whooper Swers

Adgnificent decrease since March. 33 at Hartburn on Ath (JEP/J & IMcC) was by far
largest flock., 3 - § in Cresswell area between 9th - 18th and 3 at Deal on 4th (Eiﬁffa
et al) were only other records. 3

Buzzard:
1 at Hepple on 12th (per ERM).

Sparrcw Hawk:
Reported from Falstone, Bellingham, Zelsay, Horsley, Stocksfield, Molesdon and Waghinsiow

Osprey:
Two records; 1 at Falstone on 17th an? 1 near Etal on 25th (3L).

Merlin:
1 at Bamburgh on 17th (BRS) was only record.

hed-footed Falcon:

A female remzined in Backhouse Park, Sunderland from 24th until 29th. Many observers
obtained excellent views at close renge as it fed both on the wing and on the ground, =nd
also whilst it rested in the lower branches of the trees., This seems to be the third
record for Co. Durhem (C. Briggs/RA/RK/BU et al).

Kestrel:
Early nesting was noted near Pontelend when 2 pairs each had 4 eggs by 20th (ERM).

Black Grouse:
Tecks were located in Kielder (9 cocks on 7th) and Alwin Velley (3 cocks on 25th (BEP).

Crane:
1 was seen and filmed on Holy Island on 24th (per ERM).

Water Rail: )
1 at Bemburgh on 4th (BRS) and hesrd calling in Gosforth Park on several occasions (BG):

- /Coot



Coot:

Continued passage, probably involving emigrating birds, was suggested by records in
unusual localities; 1 on the sea at Seaton Sluice on 9th (GU), 8 at Whittle Dene cn 10th
and 25th (IHA/JSB) and 1 killed on a main road near Gosforth on 1lth (AB1/HW). 40 at
Holywell on 10th (GU) and 50 at Capheaton on 22nd (CML) were largest counts from the typic-
al haunts.

Qystercatcher:
500 2t Hoss on 12th (ERM) and 70 at St. Mary's on 2lst (B & ME).

Grey Plover:
Fenham Flats/Ross held at least 160 on 12th/13th (EI0M/1GM). Elsewhere 1 at Boulmer on 4th

(ERM) and 1 at Hauxley on 12th (HRS).

Golden Plcvers:
50 at Grindon on 4th (M), 200 at Longhoughton on 4th (LGM/ERM) and 150 at Newton on 1l.th
(BG). The latter 2 flocks contained a large proportion of the N. race.

Turnstone:
170 at St. Mary's on 24th (MH) and up to 50 at 5 other points on the coast.

Snipe:
150 at Gosforth Park on 3rd (HW) and 31 at Linton on 4th (E:M/1GM).

Jack Snipe:
1 on Holy Island on 24th (BL).

Woodcock:
Single passage birds in Wallsnd Park on 8th (JSB) and on Holy Island on 13th (Em1),

Curlew:
100 on Holy Island on l2th (ELM).

Whimbrel:
At Hauxley 1 N. on 19th and 1 N. on 22nd (HRS).

Black-tailed Godwit:
1 at Alnmouth on 18th (EN), 1 at Wallsend Swallow on 21st (JDMcE) and 1 at 3renkley o»
25th (MH).

Bar-tailed Godwit:
Only 20 remained on Fenham Flats by 1Cta (1GG).

Green Sandpipexrs:
The Whittle Dene bird was still present on 24th (BHT/BEP et al) and 1 on the Tyne at
Corbridge on 20th mey have been same bird (Mm).

Common Sandpiper:
First noted on N. Tyne at Chollerford on 10th (per RA) and on 13th, 2 at Wylam (1HA). 4
few were on most rivers by 17th/18th and the species had become well established throvan-
out area by 25th.

Redshank: .
Spring passage continued throushout most of month, largest flocks being noted at
Washington (mex. 130 on 8th), koss (85 on 12th), Alnmouth (100 on 18th) and Hauxley

(100 on 24th).

Spotted Redshanks:
1 at Holywell on 15th (MN).

Purple Sandpiper:
Still 150 - 200 on the St. Mary's area on 20th/21st (B & ME/EH). Up to 25 at seversl
other points on coast.

4. /Dunlin



Dunlin:
300 at Ross on 12th (EmM) and smaller flocks noted at many other coastal points. 1
inland at Grindon on 28th (LGM).

Sanderling:
90 at St. Mary's on 20th (RH) was by far largest flock reported.

Ruff:
% male at Washington on 27th/28th (RN/JEP/BU).

Lesser-Hack Back Guli:

Spring passage continued throughout month both overland and at coast. 200 per hour at
Annstead on 3rd suggested & pesk about that time (BRS et al) whilst Scandinavian birds
were noted at Hauxley (1 on 24th and 3 on 25th).

Common Gull:

Spring passage reached a peak early in month with 1000 at Widdrington, 800 at Amble and
1000 at Longhirst on 3rd (BG/EHM), 500 at Cresswell on 4th and 3 - 4000 at Derwent on
8th (MR).

Glaucous Gull:
1 at Hauxley on 4th (HRS) and 1 at innstead on 3rd - 11th (BRS).

Little Gull:
In adult on Holy Island on 25th (BL).

/Mediterranean Guil:
1 reported off Hoss on 17th (HW) but no notes received. /

Kittiweke:
N. passage noted off Hauxley on 4th and 22nd (up to 300 per hour) and off Whitley Bay ¢n
28th (1000 per hour).

Black Tern:
1 at St. Mary's on 28th eventually flew off N. (EH).

'Commic! Tern:
7 N. off St. Mary's on 28th was the first and only record (RH).

Little Tern:
1 at Holy Island on 24th (BL).

Sandwich Tern:

First noted on 1lth with 2N. off Newton (BG) and 15N. off Havxley (IIiS)., Became
increasingly common thereafter passing N. at 40 per hour off Hauxley on 20th and at
60 per hour on 22nd (HKS).

Auks (sp):

Moving N. at 200 per hour on 4th (HHS).

Stock Dove:
Noted, probably breeding, at Wallsend Park, Benton and Denton 3urn.

Cuckoo:
Only 2 records; 1 at Ravensworth on 25th (LJM) end 1 at Derwent on 30th,

Barn Owl:
Noted at Eazrsdon, Harnfordham and South Shields.

Little Owl:
Noted at Brenkley.

Tavny Owl:
1 zirived from E. at South Shields at mid-day on 9th (Rai).

- /iong—eaxed Owl
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Long-eared Owl:
Noted at Gosforth, Ponteland (breeding) and Holy Island (1 on 24th),

Sheort-eared Owl:

1 - 3 noted at several points between Holy Island and Washington Ponds until 18th. Further
inland, records from Alwinton, Blanchland, Brenkley and Ponteland probably involved
breeding birds.

Kingfisher:

—_———————

Only reported from Witton-le-Wear (MR).

Green Woodpecker:
Heard in Hulne Park and at Stocksfield.

Great Spotted Woodpecker:
Noted at Gosforth, Stocksfield, Bolam and Hulne Park.

Wryneck:
. passage bird at Bamburgh on 24th (BRS).

Shore Lark:
Still 3 st Whitburn on 13th (3U).

Swallow:

The first was at Holywell on 14th (43}) followed by 1 at Washington on 15th (RN) and L ab
Hauxley on 16th (ERS). 3By l7th/18th small numbers were present in several areas, mainty
near coast. 4 heavy movement took place on 25th when 70 per hour weTe noted moving .
at Newton (FC), 100 were at Hallington (MiS/ELS) and 50 at Whittle Dene (THA/JSB).

House Martin:

The first, were 2 at Hexham on 17th (BG) followed by 2 at Felton and 1 at Bamburgh on
18th. During the subsequent week, records were received from many areas as far apart -s
Colt Creg, Hartley and Wallsend Swallow.

Sand Martin:

Late in arriving. First noted on 12th with 2 at Gosforth Park (BG) and severel atb
Stocksfield (BL) but it was not un¥il sftoer 18th that they were reported with any degrac
of regularity.

Raven:
A pair in the Border Forest on 21st but no nest could be found. Inother pocx year tow
this epecies.

Marsh Tit:
Reported from Bolam and Howick Dene.

Fieldfare:

Fre-emigration flocks were noted all over the ares, mainly inland, until late in the mond' ..
The largest were 150 at Whittle Dene on 1st, 200 at Whitley Chapel on 7th (MR), 400 at
Kirkwhelpington on 3rd (IK/RO), 100 at Matfen on 5th (BEP), 700 at Bardon Mill on 17ik =
100 at Bellingham on 28th (IGM). 1000 on Holy Island on 24th (8L), 170 at Hauxley on

o6th (HRS), 500 at Cressw.ll on 26th (JEP) and 140 at Swallow Ponds, Wallsend (LIM) vod
29th had probably all been forced down during adverse weather conditions.

Song Thrush:
% distinct influx was noted on 24th with meny on Holy Island and more than is usual at
Tynemouth and Marsden (BL/KGD/R4).

Hedwing:
Up to 20 at 10 different localities between Bth and 24th. A species that is not often
seen during April.

Ring Ouzel:
Passage birds at Hauxley (1 on 9th/10th), Holy Island (2 on 14th, 3 on 24th and 4 on 251
g /Bamhurgh



(2 on 23rd), North Seaton (1 on 27th) and Killingworth (2 on 28th).

Blackbird:

Passage was most obvious on Holy Tsland with 20 - 50 on severel dates between 13th - 24th
RA/EEM). 4ilso 50 trapped at Heauxley during month, mainly between 3rd - 19th. The nest box
in Kenton is again being used this year (MiS/ELS).

Wheatear:

Passage through coastal areas seemed to reach a peak on 22nd - 25th with 150 on Holy
Island (BL), 25 at Bamburgh (BiS) and 20 at Hauxley. Birds were not as plentiful as
usuzal inland, even at end of month.

Stonechat:
7m urmsual record of 1 inland at Hexham on 14th and 27th February (AJR). 1 at St. Mary's
on 24th (KGD).

Whinchat:

A very early bird near Hepple on 12th (per ERM), 1 at Hauxley on 16th (HES) and
between 21st - 25th up to 10 were noted at Holy Island, Bamburgh, Hauxley, St. Mary's,
Washington and Denton Burn.

Redstart:

The first was at Holywell on 21st (kH) followed by 1 at Bamburgh on oond (BRS). DBetween
24th - 27th up to 10 were noted at Holy Island, Bamburgh, Hauxley, Whitley Bay, Marsden,
Slaley, Whittle Dene and Newburn.

Black Redstart:
1 in Priors Park, Tynemouth on 24th (KGD).

Robin:

Comstal influxes were noted at Hauxley on 9th - 1lth and at Holy Island, Bamburgh and
Hauxley on 24th/25th. Average numbers were 10 - 15 on each occasion and most were prou-
ably Continentals.

Grasshopper Warbler:

An early record of 1 at Stocksfield on 13th (per BRM) followed by singles at Prestwick
Carr on 20th (ERM) and Capheaton on 22nd (cMA). An influx occurred on 2%rd - 25th when
up to 4 were noted at Bamburgh, Hauxley and Druridge.

Sedge Warbler:
Only observed at 3 localities; 2 on Holy Island on 24th (3L), 1 2t Bamburgh on 25th (7Re
and 1 - 2 at Gosforth Park between 27th - 30th (EM/3G).

Blackcap:
First reported on 24th when 2 on Holy Island (BL). Next day 1 at Damburgh and 2 at

Ravensworth (LJM). Only other record was 1 in Holywell Deme on 30th (RH),

Garden Warbler:
Only 1 record; 1 at Hauxley on 19th (HRS).

Whitethroat:
Also only 1 record; & male at Hauxley on 23rd - 25th (HRS).

Lesser Whitethroat:
A very early bird singing at Hartford on 10th (AB1). A4ll other records were at the COZ5L
between 23%3rd - 25th with 3 on Holy Islend, %3 at Hauxley and 1 at Bamburgh.

Willow Warblex:

Tiret moted nt Priors Park, Tynemouth with 1 - 3 on 8th/9th (KGD/MH) by 1lth 3 werc at
Hexham (4Jk) end on 14th singles were on Holy Island (EKM) and at Gosforth Park (3a).
Thereafter numbers steadily increased with a distinct influx on 18th 2nd again on 22nd -
25th. in 'acredula' (N. race) was trepped at Hauxley on 139th.

- /Chiffchaff



CHIFFCHAFE:

First noted at Dipton (1 on 11th) and Ravensworth (1 on 12th}. (BL/LJM). On 16th, 1 at
South Shields (Ra) and after 18th they were noted at Hulne Park, Ravensworth, Hexham,
Heddon and Gosforth Park. ‘ :

Goldcrest:

Small scale passage through coastal areas wes noted on most days between 3rd and 25th. 25
at Howick on Ath (ERM), 12 at Hauxley on 10th - 12th (HiS) and 12 at Bamburgh on 17th -
18th (BRS) were largest counts.

Pied Flycatcher:
1 ot Damburgh on 17th/18th (BRS) was the first. Only other records were 3 on Holy Island
on 24th/25th and 1 at Hauxley on 25th (HRS).

Meadow Pipit:
n incroase noted in Hauxley on 9th (HkS).

Tree Pipit:
The first were 2 at Bamburgh on 22nd (BRS) with 5 there on 24th. On 25th, 1 at Dipton
(JSB) and 1 at Whittle Dene (AJR). 1 at St. Mary's on 29th was the only other record.

White Wegtail:
On 18th, 1 at Holy Island (ERM), 2 at Cresswell and 1 at Alnmouth (k). On 22nd, 3 at
Amnstead (BKS) and on 29th, 1 at Swallow Ponds, Wallsend (LIM) .

Grey Wagtail:
Noted at Sheepwash, Hulne Park, Langleeford and Hextford.

Yellcw Wegtails

5 on the Farnes on 14th (IK/RO) were first. On 17th, 1 at Kielder (3L) end on 19th, 1 at
Hedstone (HRS). After 21st a steady increase was noted throughout area with 12 at Whittl:
Dene on 25th (AJk) being the largest gathering.

Great Grey Shrike:

Several records between 6th - 11th suggested a smell influx. 1 at Whitley Bay on 6th
(JDMcE), when 3 were on the Farnes (per BKS), 1 at Bamburgh on 7th until 18th (BRS), 1
at Beadnell and 1 at Cornhill on 8th (per ERM), 1 at Heuxley on 10th (ERS) and 1 at Ee.ol
from 9th - 1lth (IK/&0).

Waxwing:
T at Tynemouth on Tth/8th (KGD/MH), 3 at Whitburn on 12th (per TU) and 1 on Farnes on :7lu
(BRS).

Hawfinch:
1 at Hartford on 5th/6th (per ABl).

Goldfinch:
Noted at Sunderland, Denton Burn, Washington, Tynemouth, Hauxley, Hallington, and Alwinto:

Siskin:
2 necr Ryton on 5th (J & RMeC), 150 at Dipton on 1lth (JEP), 20 at Stocksfield on 13th
(1H4). On 18th, 10 at Budle Bay, 15 at Bamburgh and 6 at Hulne Park (E:M/RA). 1 at

Hauxley on 21st (HRS).

Twite:
Tp to 25 at Hauxley on 8 days between 3rd and 2lst (ERS). * 2 on Holy Islend on 24th (BL).

Crossbill:
L pair in Kielder on 9th (3L).

Brambling:

Botwoen 2lst - 29th, singles were noted at Tynemouth (KGD), St. Mary's (AJR), Hauxley
(HKS) with 2 on Holy Island (2L). Only 1 record outside this period when 1 was at
Wallington on 3rd (BEP) 8. /Corn Bunting



Corn Bunting:
Noted on Holy Island, at Chevington, Holywell, Shiremoor and Ponteland.

Lapland Bunting:
> on Holy Island on 13th (ERM).
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A1l May records to: Bryan Galloway, 115 Southway, S. W Denton, Newcastle NE 15 THD
by 9th June please.

ANNUAL REPORT

This year the Annual Report will take the form of an illustrated summary of the birds
seen during 1970. 3000 copies are being printed by a local publisher, and entitled
"Birds in Northumbria™ it will be on sale to the general public in most bockshops by tie
end of Junec at the latest, at 50p per copy. #ll members who have paid a subgcripiiorn
of £1 (i.e. 25p towards the [nmual Report) will be able to obtain a copy from the Club
for a further 12%p (2s. 6d) so do not rush off to your nearest hookshop and boy a cupy.
Please tell your friends, however, as it is nost important that this new vanture is &
success.

VOLUNTEER KEQUIRED

A volunteer is required (preferably from the coast area) to duplicate the Tyneside Bird
Club's Monthly Bulletin. Please contact Dryan Galloway.

FIELD TRIPS

FARNE ISLANDS - SUNDAY, 13 JUNE 1971

There are still places available on this trip which will lecave Seahouses at 10.&,.1m.
Transport from the Hancock Museum to Seahouses will be by private car and lifts can be
arranged for those needing them. Bookings must be made before lst June, 1971.

BaSS ROCK - SUNDAY 11TH JULY, 1971

The date of this trip hes now been confirmed. Mr. Marr is now operating a new larger
boat so we do not have to limit numbers to 24. The btoat will leave North Berwick at
12.30.p.m. and return at 5.30.p.m. Transport to North Berwick will be by private car anc
1ifts cen be arranged if you let me know., Price will be 16s. 0d. (80p). Dockings please
before Monday, 2lst June 1971 to Eric Meek, 5 Elm Road, Cheviot View, Ponteland,
Newcastle upon Tyne.



¢ P v £ e -
avaalld 1 J Y T, -
T : RS i3
1 i -
' 5 '
{ vt ifir
i - - LS
= o nla L
oo
4
L J
- i

—_—
Lol
'

R | .
A -
aed f__ -
i
r N
el o« v:
L& .
.
sa'w
g
I L
‘
v oele oYL
i . ¥
} LA
Tt
Ladid
1wl
oy
RS
» < HEW 323
o .
e
4 B 4
TR
i .4

.

R Pm T E R wpiien ol e

inaiigull brafagad
o i F Eoslinl viok =0 <

' '.i-’,}i()'lflz,;fii’u'ift)' 40 Tall

» BIIR
noesmenh JMoL U
aog ‘:;{{.'-.-.\. ..".

1u\-l.l Jar 4

‘\,b‘} R
cohigaE o o

ool .8 L

G &)
am i’ .D N
rt’\:‘d"‘a_f_' [rety 3 - o

N plT AL ...“ ol

..l't'}

5

L
gosmholl WM
froeaill .9
Ilaginsit W

TESN ol

¢ g2lrrnl W8
o1 L T - HIrIang:
Cdi VAWas A 30T BLIoost skl LA
sasolg aml G
! ‘ < Y U f_ WA
s ing 10 o L ABriiogy onld
d aus aotgon SOOE LOTEL
i Titw 52 "s‘:'r-:'mrri;r-r:.
gagp 80 Jda swonl ol da
R WL < i
f . PRSI R R
1s '_.‘ 3 T
TOEL HANG L Tedy ) P U iipet
gt st le Lrbtellog
\ - aCiaIsT q
: . LLide wim TN

bl 26 ; Foeol dmogsasal
I .S - Trlldal SAofT LRI o
L ! R S sl K Ted
T F T o Ob ow.oe ssul

A9 2 il - o

Fox Bris o, .08 W51

Yo (=A%

i 3 ) B o

SHipe ¢ e Fell ogabooM s
o kT PRI A

o8BI oglr aftatinwg




TYNESIDE BIRD CLUSB

M.Y 1971 BULLETIN

SUMMAKY

May was a very settled month as high pressure areas over Scandinavia and N. Furope dom-
inated the weather.

With the exception of only a few days, winds were from an Easterly quarter, sometimes
cool, sometimes warm and it was during these cooler, more cloudy spells that the most
interesting species were seen.

From 1lst - 9th Summer visitors continued to arrive, including Northern Willow Warblers,
but the Easterly winds also brought a Garganey, Little Gulls, 2 Hoopoes, and a Wryneck.

With high pressure over the Nurth Sea on l2th/13th an Osprey and a Bluethroat were seon
and a Marsh Harrier turned up on 14th but with the exception of scme late Whooper Swan

on 16th it was not until 23%rd, durin- S.E. winds and rain, that the remaining - e L
were found. Holy Island produced Thrush Nightingale, Red-breasted Flycatcher and Grc; -
headed Wagteil and during the subsequent week both Honey Buzzard and another Marsh Harrian
were seen elsewhere in the county.

The more interesting breeding species included 19 pairs of Merlin, Corncrake, Turtle Tove,
Kingfisher, Lesser Wnitethroat and Hawfinch, and at long last Common Whitethroats seem o
be returning to their former status.

CLASSIFIED LIST

Diver (sp):-

2 off Hauxley on 8th were probably Red-throated (HES).

Great Crested Grebe:
Reported from Catcleugh (5 pairs), Seaton Burn (3), Hallington (2), Whittle Dene (1) aud
Gosforth Park (1) for most of month.

Little Grebe:
Well established on many waters.

Menx Shearwoter:
9 N. off St. Mary's on 23rd (MH).

Cormorant:
Tp to / attracted to Wallsend Swallow Pond during month (iBL/GU et al).

Heron:-
2 of Northumberlend's largest colonies each contained about 25 pairs. 3Budle Bay attracted
5 on 8th (BuS) and 1 - 2 noted from other waters.

Mallard:
40 in Dudle Bay on 22nd (BRS) was largest count. 3By 28th ducklings were noted at
Wolsingham, Derwent and Whittle Dene (J & iMcC/hN).

Garganey:
& drake at Whittle Dene on 8th (JSB) and a pair at Cresswell on 26th (MH).

Wigecn:
Up to 7 at each of Grindon, Gosforth Park and Judle Day until 22nd.

Pintail:
i peir in Budle lay on 8th and 22nd (BRs). /Shoveler
1.



1-‘9, .

Shoveler:
% pairs at each of Gosforth Park (3G) and Washington (JEP/5U) during month. 4 drakes at
Cresswell on 11th (BEP) and 2 in Druridge Bay on 12th (GU).

Scaup:
A drake in Budle Bay on 9th and 14th (BES).

Tufted Duck:
The largest reported flocks were 31 at Washington on 9th (JEP) and 30 at Gosforth on Tth
(BG).

Pochard: .
Up to 10 in Gosforth Park until 10th (BG/EEM). 1 at Whittle Dene on 22nd i)

Goldeneye:
5> at Hartburn on 2nd (GU), 2 at Whittle Dene until 9th (JSB/J & HMcC) and 6 at Derweu’ "n
ond (RN) reducing to 3 by 20tn (BU).

long-tailed Duck:
4 at Bamburgh on 8th and still 1 in Budle Bay on 14th (RS).

Eider:
245+ drakes, no ducks, off Bamburgh on 29th (MH).

Red-breasted Merganser:
3 off Holy Island on 22nd (EiM).

Goosander:
10 young accompanied by 2 adults at Redesmouth on 29th (BiM).

Shelduck:

80 in sudle Bay on 2nd (BES) and 25 at Cresswell on 1lth (3EP). Unusual records invelised
1 at/Blaydon Pond on lst (BL), 1 at Hexham on 12th (Mi) and Washington (2).,on -22nd /2527
(JEP/BU).

Grey Lag Goose:
> at Cresswell Pond until 8th (BG/EWM et al).

Barnacle Goose:
1 at Sweethope Lough on 29th.

Canada Goose:

% pairs hatched a total of 10 young at Hallingston (RG WB/EL). 29/30 adults and 6 young &
Sweethope on 29th.

Whooper Swan:
5 at Cresswell Pond until 16th (DL/MH/aJi/GU et al).

Sparrow EHawk:
Passage birds noted at Hauxley (1 on 2nd) and Bamburgh (1 on 2nd and 1 on 30th). Noted
inland at Slaggyford, Durham and Chillinghan.

Honey Buzzard:
1 flying E. over Ellingham on 30th made off N.E. towards Seshouses. Full notes obtained
(D).

Marsh Harrier:
Single female or immatures were noted at Washington on 14th (per JEP/BU) and at Stanhope
Burn near Blanchland on 29th (J & EMcC).

Osprey:
1 near Derwent Reservoir on 1l2th (per TU) was watched carrying a fish over the A68,

2. /Merlin



Merlin:
19 breeding pairs located in Northumberland (EiM).

Kestrel:
14 nests found in Kielder area (EiM), 1 nest at Swinburne (WFL.), 3 nests at Kavensworth
(LJM) and 1 nest in Sunderland (BU).

Water Hail:
Heard calling in Gosforth Park on 2nd and Tth (BG) and at Whittle Dene on 28th (ATR)s

Corncreake:
T at Anick, Hexham on 12th (Mi).

Coot:
9 - 11 passage birds at Whittle Dene until 22nd (Jsi).

Ringed Plover:
175 in Budle Bay on 15th (BiS) and flock of 64 on Holy Island on 22nd (ERM). Mostwere
probably Northern birds.

Little Ringed Plover:
1 at Cresswell on 26th (MH).

Grey Plover:
Tp to 9 in Budle Bay until 15th (BL8). 2 on Holy Island on 22nd (EM).

Golden Plover:
Noted in breeding areas at Wannies, Simonsides, Planchland end Kielder (ERM).

Turnstone:
Sti11 common on Holy Islend on 22nd (ERM).

Woodcock:
Breeding at Dipton, Slaley, Prestwick Carr, Kielder, Grasslees burn, and Havensworth.
(13G/EL1/LIM) .

Curlew:
32 in Budle Bay on l4th (BiS).

Whimbrel:

Passage noted between 5th and 31st with 2 over Gosforth (BL), 1 N. at Cresswell, 2 N, at
Boulmer (EIM), 1 at slnmouth (¥H), 1 at Bamburgh (358), 1 at Washington (JEP) and 5 ou
Holy Island (ERM).

Dlack-tailed Godwit:
1 at Washington until 12th (HN/JEP) and what was judged to be a different bird there cn
oond - 25th (JEP/BU). 1 S. at Joulmer on Jth (ERM) and 1 at Cresswell on 11lth (BEP).

Bar-tailed Godwit:
/4 in Dudle Bay on lst (BHS).

Wood Sandpiper:
1 at Wallsend Swallow on 24th and 2 at Cresswell on o6th (MH).

Spotted Redshank:
T ot Budle Bay on lst (BRS) and up to 3 at Washington until Tth (RN/JEP et al).

Greenshank:
T in Budle Bay on lst/2nd (BiS), 1 at Otterburn on 19th (431) and at Washington 1 from
17th - 28th with 2 there on 20th (iN/JEP/BU).

/Knot
3.



Little Stint:
2 at Cresswell on 20th was most unusual (BEP).

Dunlin:
%00 in Budle Bay on 15th (BiS).

Sanderling:
8 at Hauxley on 8th (HRS) and 3 in Budle Bay on 15th (3ES).

Glaucous Gull:
8 at Hauxley on 8th (HRS) and 3 in Budle Bay on 15th (IRS).

Glaucous Gull:
1 at annstead until 15th (BRS), 1 at St. Mary's/Seaton Sluice on 3rd (RH) and 1 at
Washington on 3rd and 23rd (JEP).

Little Gull:
On 8th, 1 at Newton (FC) and 1 found oiled, later died, at Seaburn (BU). On 1lth, 2 =%
Cresswell (JAG/BEP) and on 27th, 3 S. off St. Mary's (MH).

Common Tern:
1 at Whittle Dene on 8th (JSB).

Arctic Tern:
1 off Ross on 31lst was only record but no doubt present on Farnes well before this.

Roseate Tern:
1 at Alnmouth on 14th (RH) was the first.

Little Tern:
Noted in Budle Bay (4 on 3th) and Holy Island (2 on 22nd).

Auks:(sp):
42 3. off St. Mary's in 30 mins. on 27th.

Turtle Dove:

3 in the Budle Bay area on 8th/9th and 1 at Bamburgh on 9th (BRS).
Cuckoo:

Quite common and widespread after first few days of month.

Barn Owl:
Nesting in North Shields and at Kielder (ﬂBl/ERM).

Tawny Owl:
Noted at Gosforth Park, Wallington and Holywell.

Long-eared Owls
Noted &t Budle Bay, Ponteland and Wark Forest, the latter two with nests (BLS/ERM).

Short-eared Owl:
3 at Washington on 1st (JEP) and on 8th, 1 at Holywell (GU) and 2 at Bamburgh (3kS).
Records from Ponteland, Blanchland, Derwent and Allanheads all involved breeding birds.

Swift:
First noted over Wylam (uJR) and Blaydon (BL) on lst. Decame increasingly common after
Tth over most breeding areas.

Kingfisher:
Noted at Hexham/Corbridge (2 pairs), Durham (1 pair), Witton le Wear and Alnmouth. The
latter being a new area in recent years.

Hoopoe:
1 at Morpeth on 2nd (per ERM) and 1 at Alnmouth early in month (per IHA).

4 /Creen Woodpecker



Green Woodpecker:
Noted at Swinhoe and near alwinton.

Great Spotted Woodpecker:
Noted at Gosforth, Bolam, Wylam and Colt Crag.

Wryneck:
1 trapped and ringed at Bamburgh on lst (BRS).

Hooded Crow:
1 at Bamburgh on 2nd (BkS).

Marsh Tit:
Noted at Howick, near Alwinton, Gosforth Park and Stannington (BG/ERM/MLH)a

Willow Tits
Noted in Castle Eden Dene and Gosforth Park.

Nuthatch:
Noted at Wallington and in Hulne Park.

Fieldfare:

Still some sizeable flocks present early in month with 120 at Kirkwhelpington on 2nd
(ElM) and 50 ncar Rothbury same day (BEP). 30 at Prestwick Carr on 4th and still 1 on
Holy Island on 23rd (ERM).

Redwing:
1 at Bamburgh on 8th and 16th (ZRS).

Ring Ouzel:
Breeding at Frosterley, Sipton, Sinderhope, Blanchland, Kielder, Alwinton, Wannies. 4
passage bird at Bamburgh on 15th (BHS).

Blackbirds
4 young fledged from Kenton nest box (MRS/ELS).

Stonechat:
Feir at Bamburgh on 1lst (BiS).

Whinchat:
4 suggestion of coastal passage at Alnmouth and Hauxley on 14th/15th (RH/HHS)Q

hedstart:
Passage birds at Hauxley (1 on 8th, 1 on 2%rd), Cresswell (1 on 8th) and Holy Island (1
on 23rd).

Thrush Nightingsle:
Full noted obt.ined of 1 on Holy Island on 23rd (Ei/JAG). This is the 3rd Northumberland
record.

Red-spotted Bluethroat:
4 male at Hauxley on 13th (HRS) - the third Spring in 4 years to have been noted in
Northumberland.

Grasshopper Warbler:
Widespread by end of first week.

Sedge Warbler:
A slight influx noted in coastal areas on 9th, l.th and 16th. 1 retrapped at Hauxley on
9th had been ringed as an adult there in 1965 (HRS).

/Blackcap
5e



Blackcap:
By mid-month up to 6 noted from Gosforth, Heddon, Hartford, Holywell and Deamish, 1 - 3

passage birds at Hauxley, Bamburgh and Holy Island between 2nd - 31ste.

Garden Warblexr:
Noted at Gosforth, Hartford, Alnwick after 7th. Passage birds at Bamburgh (2 on 16th),
Boulmer (1 on 9th), Hauxley (1 on 3lst) and Whitley Bay (1 on 24th).

Whitethroat:

Although rather late in arriving, not being well reported on until after 8th, numbers seen
to be returning to their pre 1969 status.

Lesser Whitethroat:

Between lst - 9th mainly single birds were seen at Bamburgh, Holy Island, Dudle Bay,
Hauxley, Cresswell and Bolam. 3By 22nd about /4 pairs were in breeding territories in the
Damburgh aree (BRS et al).

Willow Warbler:

Between 1st - 9th passage noted at Bamburgh (up to 30), Hauxley (up to 6) and Holywell
Dene (up to 40) involved & large number of Northern birds. 1 of the race 'acredula' was
seen in Howick Dene on 9th (ERM).

Chiffchaff:
Single passage birds at Sunderland on 1lst (BU), and at Bamburgh, Hauxley and Howick on 9th

Wocd Warbler:

First noted on 5th - 7th when 1 was singing in Gosforth Park (BG/ERM). On 9th, 2 at
Stocksfield (JSB) and 1 in allendale (BEP). On 15th, 1 at Bamburgh (BLS) and next day 2+
in ?ulne Park, Alnwick (GU). Further records from Harbottle and Tarset after 22nd (HEPJ
ERM).

Spotted Flycatcher:
First noted on 8th when 1 was in Holywell Dene (GU). Next day 1 in Howick Dene (E#M) and
by 15th widespread throughout arca.

Pied Flycatcher:

Became established in breeding arcas at Dipton, Allendalc, Corbridge, Wallington and
Stocksfield during first week. Passage birds noted at Sunderland (4 on 1st), Bamburczh (1
on 1st and 2 on 16th) and Whitley Bay (1 on 24th), 1 in Gosforth Park on 2nd and another
there on 8th - an unusual locality (DL).

Red-breasted Flycatcher:
Recorded in Northumberland for the third time in past 4 Springs with 1, a female, on Holy
Island on 23rd (ERM/JAG).

Tree Pipit:
Well established in breeding arcas after about 9th. Passage was particularly conspicuous
at Damburgh with 10 on 1lst, 8 on 2nd and 14 on 8th (ZWS).

White Wagtail:
3 at .nnstead on lst (BRS).

Grey Wagtail:
Noted at Wallington, Upper Coquetdale and Boulmer.

Yellow Wagtail: _
Noted at .nnstead, Cresswell, Washington, Stanhope, Wallsend and Coquetdale.

Grey-headed Wagtail: }
4 male on Holy Island on 22nd /23rd (JAG/EHM).

Waxwings
. very late bird in Budle Bay on 8th (BLS).
/Hawfinch
6.



Hawfinch:
Again noted at Hartford, witha pair there on 20th (JEJ). An unusual record of 1 at
Budle Bay on 1st (BRS).

Sigkins
Breeding in Border Forests and at Stanhope (EHM/LGM/J & RMcC).

Ledpoll:

Moving N, at Bamburgh on 15th and 1 trapped wore a French King EBES).

Crossbill:

24 in Kielder Forest on 29th suggested a successful breeding season (ERM), 1 ia
Redesdale Forest on 31st (LGM).

LIST OF CONTRIBUTOLS:

I. H, irmstrong. J. E. Jones. R, Osbornec.

W. Brady. We ..o Kelly. J. L. Parfitt.

J. M. Bayldon. I. Kerr, B. E. Prater.

J. S. Bath. B. Little. 4o J. Hichards.

e Blackett. D. Lamb, M. Richardson.

F. Colley. E. Lobley. N. F, Lobson.

B, Gallowsy. L. G. McFarlane. M. R & E. L. Smith.
R. Grey. J & R McCutcheon, P. H. Stewart.

Je e Ginnever, E. R. Meck, 3., Unwin.

M. L. Hassall. L. J. Milton. G. Upton.

M. Hodgson. R. Norman. H., Wilson.

K, Higson. M. Nattrass. Hauxley and Damburgh hHinging Stations.

411 June records tc Bryan Galloway, 115 Southwsy, S. W. Denton, Newcastle NE 15 7 RD hy
9th July please.

ANNUAL REPORT 3

As detailed in upril Bulletin 'Birds in Northumbria' (50p) is now available. Members
who have paid £1 subscription please send a 123p postal order to Bryan Galloway and a
copy will be sent by return. Those who have subscribed 15s 0d. need to send 37%p-

VOLUNTEER still required to take over duplication of the Monthly Bulletin. Contact
bryan Galloway as soon as possible.
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PTYNESIDE BIRD CLUSB

JUNE 1971 BULLETIN

ANNUAL REPORT f

As detailed in April/May Bulletins 'Birds in Northumbrigf is available to all Club Members

at 124p. Any member who has not yet received a copy please send the 125p to
Bryan Galloway.

SUMMARY

Despite the rather cocl showery weather in June, breeding success Seems to have been high
in meny species, although waders have had better years.

Sea bird movements were quite prominent on geverel dates particularly easrly in the month,
when during N - NE winds, Manx Shearwaters, Fulmers, Lesser Black-Backs, Kittiwakes and
Auks were 211 noted in unusual numbers.

Out of season records were very much in evidence with some interesting wader counts or
TFerhem Flats on 12th and a few records of each of Goldeneye, Red Breasted Merganser and
Wigeon.

The most interesting records, however, involved a Ring-tail Harrier at the coast, 2
Ospreys, Little Ringed Plover, Black Tern, Black Guillemot and Hoopoe.

Barly July has been quite spectacular in that a Snciable Plover remained at Quston Adrnor®
for slmost a weck but as far as I know it was last seen on 1llth. There are less than 10
records for the British Isles.

CLASSTFIED LIST

Great Crested Grebe:
Single pairs were noted at Colt Crag, Whittle Dene, Gosforth Park and Hoselaw Loch whilst
at Hallington a pair and 2 young were seen on 27th.

Menx Shearwater:
Noted moving N. on 7 days between 3rd - 30th. B8N. off 5t. Mary's on 6th (M) and 20 N, orf
Seaton Sluice/Whitburn on 20th (BG/PW/WBO) were largest counts.

Fulmar:
Two heavy movements noted; BO/hr. N, off Whitburn on 3rd (BU) and up to BOO/hr. N. off
St., Mary's and Hauxley on 6th (MH/HRS).

Gannet:
Mov}ng N. at 30/hr. off Hauxley on 6th (MS) and at 25/hr. off Seaton Sluice on 20th
(BG/HW) .

Cormorant:
L cathering of 105 at the N, end of Koss Links on 12th (LOM/JH).

Herons

67 pullii ringed from 3 of Northumberland's largest heronries during month. Small parties
noted at many scattered localities. Perhaps the most interesting records involved 7 on
Fenham Flats/Budle Bay on 12th (LGM/JH) and 1 N. off Whitburn on 26th (WBC).

Mallards
it least 60 young hatched at Wallsend Swallow (MH et al). Other breeding records came
from Bywell (1 brood), Wnittle Dene (2 proods), N. Tyne and Coquet Valleys.

Teals
Froods noted on N. Tyne and River Coquet (ERM/BG).

1. /Gadweall



Gadwall:
Pair at Grindon on Sth (LGM).

Wigeons
June records are unusuel but 7 in Budle Bay on 12th (LGM/JH) and 11 N. off Seaton Sluice
on 20th (BG).

Shoveler:
Noted at Newton Pool and Grindon (WAK/LGM).

Tufted Ducks

On 27th, 60 at Hoselaw Loch (MN/CW) and 20 at Wnittle Dene (JSB). 3 drakes on Harbottle
Lough on 20th (BEP).

Pochard:
42 at Hoselaw Loch on 27th and young were again reared at Pallinsburn (v /cw) .

Goldeneye: ‘
Unusual records of 1 at Whittle Dene on 5th (JSB) and 1 at Hallington on 27th (J & ..

Common Scotexrs:
Moving N. off Whitburn on 26th (20) and 30th (62) (W30).

Eider:
Gatherings of adult drakes were noted in .imble Harbour (100 on 6th) end at Ross (220 on 12tn)
(HRS /LCM).

Red Breested Merganser:
Tnusual numpers noted for June. Off Whitburn 1 N. on 16th, 2S. on 18th, 4 N. on 20th
end 3 N. on 30th (WBO) end off Holy Island 7 N. on 12th (CMa).

Goosander:
Bred successfully on Rivers Coquet, N. & S. Tynes and River Allen. Non-breeders noted
at Bywell (6 on 20th) and Amble (1 on 20th).

Shelduck:
106 adults on Budle Bay/Fenham Flats on 12th (LGM/JH) and 4 S. off Whitburn on 15th (WD)
4 brood of 10 ducklings on sea off Boulmer on 20th (IK/RO).

Grey Geese (sp):
16 E. over Sidwood on N. Tyne on 5th (J & RMcC).

Grey Lag Goose:
1 at Sweethope on 27th (J & RMcC).

Snow _Goose:
A flock of 8 N. off Wnitburn on 24th must have been escapes from captivity.

Canada Goose:
2% young reared in the Sweethope, Hallington, Colt Crag group (J & BMcC et al).

Buzzard:
1 in College Valley on 5th (HW).

Harrier (sp):

A femalc flying S. over Hauxley on lst was almost certainly a Montagu's (HRS).

Osprey:
% ot Kielder on %rd (ERM) and 1 sumiering in the Hallington/Whittle Dene/Derwent areas
THA).

Merlin



Merlins
3] young ringed from 13 nests in the area during ronth. It is possible that lo pairs
successfully reared young.

Kestrel:
5> mests found in the Border Forests alone this year (ERM).

Coot:
112 on Yetholm Loch on 27th (MN/CW}.

Lapwing:
Flocking first noted on 17th with 20 at each of Kielder and Sweethope (ERM). By 26th, 200
at Grindon (LGM).

Ringed Plover:

Coastal breeding confirmed at Heuxlay (1 pair), Druridge Bay (2 pairs) and Ross Linke
(13 pairs) (LGM/JH). 1 found dead at Whitburn late in May had been ringed at Seahousec
as a juvenile in iugust 1963 (BU).

Little Ringed Plover:
Breeding confirmed at only 1 locality - a reverine site in the S. of Northumberland.

Grey Plover:
An unusual gathering of 80 on Fenham Flats on 12th - all in winter plumage (LGM/JZ).

Geolden FPlovers:
Breeding noted on Hexhemshire Common and the Simonsides (BEP/BG).

Turnstone:
5 at Hauxley on 6th (HRS).

Curlew:

55 on Fenhem Flets on 12th (LGM/JH), On 17th, 10 W. over Holywell (MH), on 18th, 17

on the Farnes and on 19th, 16 at Falstone (ERM). On 30th, 44 N. and 10 S. off Whitbura
(wWB0).

Bar-tailed Godwit:
120, mostly in Winter plumage, on Fenhem Flats on 12th (LGM/JH).

Wood Sandpiper:
1 at Washington on 17th (MH).

Enot:
1 at Hauxley on 6th (HRS) and 4 on Fenham Flats on 12th (LaM/JH).

Dunlin:
55 on Fenhem Flats on 12th (LGM/JH).

Sanderling:
1 at Hauxley on 6th (HRS) and 6 at Ross on 12th (LGM/JH).

Arctic Skua:
Singles N. off Whitburn on %rd and 15th and 4 S. there on 3Cth (WBO).

Lesser Black-Back Gull:
An unusnpal N. movement of adults over Hauxley on 5th, flocks of up to 20 being involved
(HRS) .

Glauccous Gulls
1 at Bmbleton on 26th (BG/DL).

Little Gull:
in immature at Cresswell on 2nd (ERM/BEP).
/Kittiweke
3\:



Kittiwakes:
Moving N. at 200/hr, at Whitburn on 3rd (BU) and at 400/hr. at St. Mary's/Hauzley on Cti
(MH/HRS). B

Black Tern:
1 at Whittle Dene on 13%th (JSB).

Common Tern:
14 flew NE over Wark Forest on 6th (BU) and 1 at Hoselaw Loch on 27th (Mv/cwW).

Little Tern:

4 nests found at a mainland site. Birds also noted at 2 other localities in the H. of
Northumberland.

Auks
100/hr. N. off Hauxley cn 6th (HRS).

Black Guillemct:
1 flew S. off Whitburn on 30th (WBO).

Barn Owl:
Successful nesting noted ot Kielder and at Killingworth. Broocds of 6 and 5 respectivaly
were reared., Also suspected nesting in Westerhope, South Shields and Washington ancss.

Short-eared Owl: _

8 young in a nest in Wark Forest was indicative of the adequate supply of voles this
year. 6 other pairs found in Border Forcsts and 1 on Holy Island on 3rd may have been
breeding (ERM/J & KMcC).

Swift:
During squally conditions 500 flew S. in 20 minutes at Embleton on 26tk (BG).

Kingfishers:
Suspected breeding on the Tyne at Hexham (MR).

Hoopoes
1 in the Hauxley area early in month was seen by several local people (HRS) .

Green Woodpecker:
Hoted in Plessey Woods and at Dipton.

Great Spotted Woodpecker:
Noted at Dipton and in Hulne Park.

Great Tit/Blue Tit:
8 Groat Tits and 2 Blue Tits were reared from same nest box at Stocksfield in a year thzv
has been very good for both species, particulerly Great Tit (ERM).

Marsh Tits
Noted in Irthing Valley and at Stocksfield.

Long-tailed Tit:
Moted at Bywell and in the illen Valley.

Fieldfare:
% late bird in Holy Island area on 2nd (J & RMcC).

Stonechat:
Successful nesting noted at Chevington and Hauxley (HRS).

Redstart:
Noted nesting at up to 1200 feet in the Kielder area where breeding success has been

excellent. /Reed Warbler
4.



Reed Warbler:
% peir in Gosforth Park cn 2nd and 13th (LGM/JH/1) .

Chiffchaff:
12 singing nmales counted in Hulne Park, onc of the most favoured localities of this
species in the area.

Wood Warblers:
Common ogain in the .llen Valley. 4also noted near Elsdon, Devils Water, Dipton, Kie der
and Stocksfield.

Spotted Flycatcher:
A late passage bird on Holy Islend on Qnd/Brﬁ (J & HMcC).

Pied Flycatcher:
8 pairs on the River Wrmsback between Meldon - Mitford, 4 pairs at Tarset, 5 paiws et
Redesmouth and 32 peirs on Dipton/Merch burns (EIH).

Siskinse
Quite coumon in Kielder Forest this year (BERI).

Liedpoll:
Nested successfully in Wallsend Park - a new area.

Bullfinch:
Continues to increase in Kielder Forest.

Crosshills
Partics of 3 and 4 noted in the Werk Forest on 6th and 19th (DU/ERM).

LIST OF CONTRIDBUTORS

C. M, sdanson I. Kerr B. E. Prater

T. H. .rostrong D, Lamb 1. Richardson

J. 5. Booth L. G. lcFarlanc 3. Unwin

B. Galloway J & lt. McCutcheon G. Upton

J. Hargrave E. R. Meek H. Wilson

M. Hodgson M. Nettrass Hauxley Hinging Station
Wo 4. Kelly i, Oshorne Whitburn B3ird Observatory.

411 records for July to bryan Galloway, 115 Southway, S, W. Denton, Newcastle 5 by
8th [ugust 1971 pleasc.

&B. Wo.TCHING FuCILITIES

In adition tc the Seaton Sluice watch tower to which nembers can obtain entry by
purchasing a key for 12%p (contect I. H. armstrong), Whitburn Point 3ird Observasory
is now in operation and anyone interested in using it please contact B. Unwin,

2 Albyn Gardens, Sunderland.
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TYNESIDE BIRD CLUB

JULY 1971 BULLETIN

SUMMARY

As mentioned in the June Bulletin the highlight of July was the appearance of a Sociable
Flover at Ouston Airpart on 6th where it remained until 12th,. It was seen.by several
members but others were less fortunate.

There were two interesting periods during the month, the first occurring between 16th -
18th as sea birds were moving N. offshore., Shearwaters and Skuas were noted in numbexs
and Gannets were particularly prominent. During this same period an Osprey was watched
fishing over Fenham Flats and a few deys afterwards a Long-tailed Skua was seen on con:
secutive days off Whitburn.

The second period commenced on 23rd and continued until 26th and involved mainly wadersf
although some sea birds were again prominent. Little Stint and Curlew Sandpiper were tn=
most interesting species but Turnstones, Knot and Purple Sandpiper were also obviougly
arriving,

The more interesting breeding records included Great Crested Grebes, Corncrake, Little
Ringed Plover and Lesser Whitethroat whilst a Hobby, seen early in the month, might hove
been breeding in the area.

The bad weather in mid-August brought unprecedented numbers of Sootj Shearwaters cloce
inshore and over 120 were counted moving N. off Hauxley on 1l4th with smaller number§
further down the coast. More detailed information will appear in the August Bulletin.

CLASSIFIED LIST

Diver (sp): ,
Noted off Whitburn; 2N, on 10th, 1 N, on 13th and 1 S. on 23rd (WBO) and off Seaton
Sluice; 1 S. on 12th and 1 S, on 25th (B & ME).

Great Crested Grebe: !

Breeding was confirmed for the first time on record at Gosforth Park where a pair hatched
2 young. Young were also noted at Hallington (2) and Seaton Burn (1) whilst breeding wis
suspected at Catcleugh, Colt Crag and Whittle Dene.

At the coast, 1 was on the sea off Hauxley on 2/th (HES).

Little Grebe:
Breeding birds present at many waters, mainly in the S,E. 'Singles at Whittle Dene from
Tth -~ 19th and at Cresswell from 20th - 25th may have been on passage.

Manx Shearwater:

Recorded mainly moving N, on 13 days during month. Whitburn provided the largest counts
although between 16th - 18th g heavy passage was noted all along the coastline. Maximum
counts were 70 N. in 2 hours on 16th, 95 N. in 10 hours on 17th and 50 N. in l%-hours on
18th (WBO/HRS/JEP/R4/GU et al). 22 N. in % hour off Hauxley on.24th.suggested further
heavy passage. 1 N. off Whitburn on 16th was thought to bé a 'Balearic' (per 1U).

Sooty Shearwater:
On 18th 1 N. off Whitburn (nA/RiK) and 3 off Cresswell (JEP).

Fulmar:
58 ledges occupied at the Cullernose Point colony on 3rd (LGM)., Light N. passage noted
at Hauxley on 18th and 24th, /Cannet

1.



Garmet: e
N. paseage was noted 5 days, being particularly heavy on 18th when up to 300 were ndied
off Hauxley, Croaawell, Seston Sluice and Whitburn.

Heron:

Up to 4 noted at several waters as far inland as Hallington, particularly after 20th.
Concentrations of 5 at Fenham Flats on 18th (TGR) and 9 at Cresswell on 29th (BEP) were
the largest reported.

Mallard:
30 at Capheaton on 19th was largest gathering reported (CMA).

Teal:
Up to 7 noted at Holywell, Hauxley .and Whittle Dene.

Gadwalls
1 at Holywell Ponds on 30th (CED).

Wigeon: 7
it Gosforth Park 1 on Tth and 26th and 3/4 on 28th (ILGM/GD).

Shoveler: :

Successful breeding noted at Holywell (5 young) and Washington (CED/RA). DBy end of month
23 were at Washington (ki/BU/ et al). Grindon and Whittle Dene each had up to 4 birds
(CMA/LGM/JISB).

Scaup: o
Early records involved 1 S. off Whitburn on 10th (W30), 2 N, at Hauxley on 18th (HRS) and
a drake at Cresswell from 25thw to 29th (ERM/BEP/GU). ‘

Tufted Duck:

Successful breeding noted at Holywell (35 young), Whittle Dene (18 young), Bolam (9 yorng.
Pawston (25 young), Gosforth Park (2 broods) and Aillenheads (2 broods), 83 at Whittle

Dene by 28th (IHA et al) was an unusually large gathering., 3 N. off Seaton Sluice on lat
(B & ME) and 5 on Tyne at Corbridge on 10th (MR) were in unusual localities.

Pochard: : .
« brood hatched at Gosforth Park (JH/IGM). 32 at Hoselaw on 29th were unusual (CMi) and
up to 11 were present at Whittle Dene for most of month (IHA/JSB). Also noted at
Capheaton, Colt Crag, Hallington, Bothal, Holywell, S. Linton.

Velvet Scoter: .
Off Whitburn 1 S. on 2nd, 2 N. on 3rd, 4 N. on 5th and 3 N. on 17th (WBO). Off Seaton
Sluice 1 N. on 3rd (GU). .

Common Scoter:
Noted off Hauxley, St. Mary's-and Seaton Sluice but Whitburn provided the largest numbers
with 212 N. and 35 S. on 4th, 109 N. on 5th, 200 N. on 10th and 183 N. on 23rd (wB0)-.

Eider:
Mainland nesting confirmed at Foxton, Seaton Point, Boulmer, Howick, Dunstanburgh,
Embleton and Hoss (LGM/BG).

Red-breasted Merganser: y
10 off Newton on 4th (IK/RO) and on 5th 14 N. and 8°S, off Whitburn (WBO). Up to 5 noted
on 8 other dates during month, mainly off Whitburn.

Googander:
The first flying young were noted on N. Tyne on 24th (ERM). 2 at Whitfield Lough on 4th
were considered as being unusual (LGM/RN).

Shelduck: :

Bred at Cresswell, Seaton Point, Budle Bay and Fenham Flats., 20 flew E. down Tyne

Valley at Healey on 5th (BL). On 10th 2 S. off each of Whitburn and Seaton Sluice
5 (3 & ME)



(]

B & ME) and on 19th 3 N. off Whitburn (W30).

Grey Lag Goose:
1 at Sweethope on 6th (CMa).

C gse:
28 at §§§EE§bpe on 6th was largest count in that area (CMA et al).

Buzzard:
2 in Kielder Area on Tth (per ERM).

Sparrow Hawk:
Continues to increase as a breeding species as confirmed by a record of 4 pairs rearing

young within a small area in 3. Northumberland.

Osprey:
1 was seen at Fenham Flats on 18th by TGR who wrote "12.30.pem. - high water - came £

below 5 Herons to Low Moor - back N. up to Granary Point harrled by 2 Sandwich Terns -
returned to Low Moor still being harried - took fish on 3rd drive, flying off inland t»
eat it." What a sight it must have beenl

Hobby:
1 watched hunting and feeding in a 5. Northumberland locality on 2nd (BL).

Merlin:
A final total of 23 occupied sites were located, 3/ young being ringed from 17 nests
nests yielded broods of 5 young (ERM).

Kestrel:
Records suggest that they have had a very successful nesting season.

Corncrake:
Singles noted at Catton (Allendale) and Whickhope (N. Tyne) during the Summer (BL).

Coot:
200 at Seaton Burn on 19th (LGM) and 160 at Holywell on 28th (EEM).

Oystercatcher:

Coastal flocking became more conspicuous as month progressed with up to 65 at Budle T+,
Heuxley, Cresswell, Seaton Sluice and St., Mary's by 25th. 4n inland passage bird ot
Whittle Dene on 4th and 17th (IHA). '

Sociable Plover:

1 at Ouston Airport between 6th - 12th was first record for Northumberland., It was
first seen by Flt. Sgt. Mouncey at about 9.a.m. on Tuesday 6th and identification was
confirmed by IHA and PY later that day. although it was not seen on 8th and 9th it hac
returned by weekend, providing a few observers with excellent views. It was last seen
on the afterncon of 12th.

Lapwing:
500 at OQuston Airport on 7th/8th (IHA/BG), 450 at Grindon on 6th (CMi) and 300+ at

Bellingham on 24th (EEM) were largest flocks reported,

Ringed Plover:
Overland passage suggested by 1 at Grindon on 17th (LGM) and up to 4 at Washington

between 24th - 28th (ERIM/BU),

Little Ringed Plover:

A pair at a new site in N. Durham on 24th (RHP/PY) 4 pair still present on river nest
site in S. Northumberland where they first reared young in 1970. (Mi). 1 at
Washington from 11th - 27th (Ri/RIK/JEP).

Grey Plover:
30 at Holy Island on 31st (IK/RO).

3 /Golden Plover



Golden Plover: '
150 at Ouston sirport on Tth, 8th and 20th (IH./BEP). 100 at Grindon on 17th (IGM), 50u
at Whittle Dene on 24th (JSB) and 200 on Fenham Flats by 31st (TGR) .

Turnstone: 5500 A8 Yot
Seemed to increase after 23rd when St. Mary's provided a maX. count of 84 by 27th (BG/CU).
Up to 20 also noted at Bamburgh, Hauxley and Cresswell,

Common Snipes
20 at Washington on 24th (BU).

Curlew:
150 on the Coquet at Holystone on 4th (BG) and 90 in Budle Bay by 17th (cw).

Whimbrel: - '

1 S. off Whitburn on 6th and became regular over most coastal points after 15th. 12:at
Fenham Flats on 17th was largest count but Whitburn regularly recorded up to 6. 1 was as
far inland as Whittle Dene on 3lst (JSB).

Bar-tailed Godwit:
%OO - 150 in Lindisfarne Reserve between 17th - 30th (IK/hO/CW). 1 off Hauxley on 15%i
GU) L] . .

Green Sandpiper:

5 ot Whittle Dene after Tth (IH. et al) and 2 on Tyne at Corbridge on 10th'and 17th cou.d
have been the same birds (BEP/MR). 1 at Washington from 5th - 26th (JEP/HW), 1 at Bea
on 2%3rd (IK/RO) and 1 at Cresswell on 3lst (HV).

Wood Sandpipexr:
1 at Was%ington on 4th (JEP) and 26th (HW), 1 at Hauxley on 24th (HKS), 1 at Holywell c.
23rd (HW).

Common Sandpiper:

in early passage bird at Holywell on ond (CED) and heard calling over Newczstle on OGL
(8G). Plentiful on Tyne at Corbridge by 10th (MR) and thereafter small numbers on
passage at many waters, mainly near coast. 7 at Whittle Dene on 24th (BEP) and 6 =t
Lynemouth on 25th (ERM) with up to 4 at several other localities suggested a peak about
this time.

Redshank:
550 in Budle Bay on 17th (CW), 55 at Washington on l4th (JEP) and 40 - 50 at Creszwell
on 25th - 28th (EM/GU). :

Spotted Kedshanks:
Only 1 record; 1 in Budle Bay on 17th (cw).

Greenshank: ; ‘
1 at Holywell on 4th and 30th (CED), 1 - 2 at Washington from 12th - 31st (JEP et
4 in Budle Bay on 17th (CW) and 1 at Chevington on 30th (ERM).

b,

]

Knote
in apparent influx on 25th with 18 at Beal, 12 at Cresswell Pond, and 15 at 5te Mary's
(IK/ERM/BEP/BG). 411 were in breeding plumage.

Purple Sandpiper:
15 at St. Mary's on 23rd and 25th (BG/GU).

Little Stint:
% fow unusually early records with 1 in Budle Bay on 17th (CW) and up to 4 at Washington
between 24th - 27th (Ri/RAK/JEP/HW).

Dunlin:
5 at Newton on 4th end 4 at Holywell on 9th with 25 at Cresswell nest day (IK/RO/GU).
Thereafter up to 40 at typical localities near coast such at Lynemouth, Beal,

Washington etce.

4 /Curlew Sandpiper



Curlew Sandpiper:
Le Little Stint two wwmsually early records with 1 at Washington on 24th (JEP/HW) and 1 -
at Cresswell on 25th - 27th (FRM/HW/BEP).

Ruff:

An early bird at Holywell on 2nd (CED), and another at Washington on 3rd (HW)., 1 at
Cresswell on 20th/21st (ERM/BEP), and up to 6 at Washington between 24th - 30th (rA/
R.K/JEP et al).

Arctic Skuas

More plentiful offshore than they have been for some ycars. Whitburn provided the most
comprehensive data where they were seen on almost every day. 25 S. there on 5th and

18 N. on 17th were largest counts but Cresswell Bay was no less fruitful with 20 there
on 18th/l9th. Up to 10 off most other coastal points.

Great Skua:

1 N. off Whitburn on 2nd and 2 N. on 13th (WBO). 4 werc seen therc on 17th but on 18th
7 were off Cresswell (JDMcE) and 1 off Seaton Sluice (BG) with 2 N. off Whitburn (Ra)s
On 19th, 20th and 23rd singles were again seen off Whitburn, all moving N.

Pomarine Skua:
2 were off Cresswell on 18th (JEP).

Long-tailed Skuas
an adult was seen off Whitburn on 20th/2lst (W30).

Lesser Dlack-backed Gull:
A pair were present at Whitfield Lough on 4th (LGM/RN).

Herring Gull:
A few peirs were apparently holding territory on the roof tops in Newcastle during month.
(1GM).

Common Gull:
3 pairs present at Whitfield Lough on 4th at least 1 with a nest (LGM). Return passagc
was suggested by 300 off Crag Point on Tth and a few in N. Tyne Valley by 18th (ERM)..

Little Gull:
1 at Washington on 2lst (JEP) and an adult flew S. off Whitburn on 23rd (W30).

Kittiwake:

The Newcastle Quayside Warchouse thet has provided a nest site for several pairs during
past few Summers was demolished early in the year. The colony established itself on the
Gateshead side of the river however, and by end of month there were 15 occupied nesvus.

Common Tern:

Continues to be recorded with increasing regularity inland. Washington, of course,
attracts the largest numbers with a max. of 200+. There on 24th (JEP et al), but 30
were at Stekeford on 25th (LGM), and up to 8 were often noted at Wallsend Swallow,
Holywell, S. Linton, Ellington, Bothal and Whittle Dene.

arctic Tern:
5 inland at Whitley Bay Quarry Pond on 28th were most unusual (JDMcE) .

Little Tern:
1 at Holy Island on 26th (IK/RO). Passage birds noted at Whitburn (1 N. on 17th and 1 S.
on 18th) and at St. Mary's (3 S. on 3lst).

Sandwich Tern:
A heavy S. movement at Hauxley on 24th with up to 300 per hour (HRS).

Guillemot:
Steady N. Movement on 18th with flocks of up to 20 being noted off Hauxley (HES et al).

5 /Black Guillemot



Black Guillemot:
1 N, off Whitbura on 22na (WBO).

Cuckoo:
4 Jjuv. being fed by a cock Reed Bunting at Hauxley on 24th (HRS).

Short-cared Owl:
6 in Gilsland area on 10th (BU) confirms comments made on a good breeding season in June
Bulletin,

Nightjar:
At least 1 pair in Dipton area this Summer (per ERM).

Swift:
ippears to have been particularly numerous this year.
Kingfisher:

Continues to increase slowly with pairs reported from Corbridge (1), N. Tyne (at least
2), Coguet (2), Wansbeck (1).

Green Woodpecker:
Noted at Wallington and Beamish.

owallows g
The Chevington roost attracted well over 500 on 30th (ERM).

House Martin:
28 nests were counted on cliffs at Cullernose on 3rd (r.eM).

Sand Martin:
50+ passage birds at Bothal on 25th (EHM).

Marsh Tit:
Noted at Beamish (RMP).

Nuthatch:
igain seen at Wallington (GU).

Blackbird:
an albino fledgling scen in Whitley Bay on 24th (B & ME).

Redstart: :
4n early coastal passage bird at Hauxley on 24th (HRS).

Heed Warbler:
3 birds singing in Gosforth Park on 7th and again on 30th (LGM et al).

Sedge Warbler:
sgain Chevington Burn has attracted large numbers with at least 300 there on 30th (ERM).

Lesser Whitethroat:
4An early passage bird at Hauxley on 25th (HES). 1 near Cresswell on 29th may have been
breeding and also noted at Redesmouth and Mounces on N. Tyne (ERM/JDP).

Willow Warbler:
15 in Hauxley area on 24th was first indication of return iutumn passage (HRS).

Pied Flycatcher:
160 pullus hatched by the 32 pairs in the Dipton Ares (ERM).

Pied Wagtail:
A nest with 4 young found in fork of an elm tree on 24th - an unusual site (ERM).

/Goldfinch
6.



toldfinchs: :
Continues +o inerease, being very widespread and locally common this ycar.

Siskin:
A species that is also inercasing, pavticularly in N. Tyne Valley (ERM).

Crossbill:
4 at Plashetts on 3rd (ERM).

LIST OF CONTRIBUTORS:

C, M. Adamson.

B. Adams,

I. H, irmstrong. J. K, Jefferey. R. M., Palmer. P. Yeoman.
R. Aitkinson. I, Kerr, J. D. Parrack. Hauxley R.S.
J. 5. Booth. B. Little. Js B. Perfitt. Whitburn B.C.
W. Brady. E., Lobley. B, B. Prater.

G. Duncan. L. G. McFarlane. T. G. Ramsey.

B & M Etherington. J. D. McElwee. M. Richardson.

C. Douglas. B. He Meek, B. Unwin.

B. Galloway. M. Nattrass. G. Upton.

J. Hargrave. R. Norman. C. Ward.

R, Higson. R. Osborne. H. Wilson.

411 records for iugust to Bryan Galloway, 115 Southway, S. W. Denton, Newcastle
NE 15 7 RD by 8th September please.

FIELD QUTING TO LOW HuUXLEY RINGING STATION - 26TH SEPTEMBER 1971

The prime aim of this trip is to show the working of the Station. It is therefore ideal
for beginners or for those who have never seen bird ringing. The Station is very small
and it is intended to stagger the visits so that overcrowding does not occur. Those
interested please contact John Ginnever, c/o Eric Meck, 5 Elm Road, Cheviot View,
Ponteland, before 8th September stating approximate time when they could come. It is
not intended to organise transport but a map will be supplied if required. a4 visitors
fee of 10p per person will be charged and the visit should last about 1 hour.

BTO ATL.S PROJECT AND ROCK PIPIT SURVEY
Would all members who have not submitted records for these 2 projects please let me have
them as soon as possible. Thank you.

(8gd.) Geoff. Macfarlane
26 Fox and Hounds Road
Fenhan

Newcestle upon Tyne.
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?PTYNESIDE BIRD CLUB

AUGUST 1971 BULLETIN

SUMMARY

lugust was undoubtedly a month for sea birds and waders particularly Shearwaters, Skuas
and Ruff but at the beginning of the month Black Terns and Little Gulls were prominent as
high pressure and light casterlies prevailed over Denmark and N, Germany.

Low pressure moving E. from S. of Ireland on 13th/14th brought strong E. winds and rain and
sea birds were moving close inshore. Sooty Shearwaters were noted in unprecedented
numbers moving N. together with Menx, Gannets, Fulmars and Common Scoter whilst Arctic
Skuas were moving S. More Black Terns were seen and the first of the large flocks of Ruff
eppeared, On 18th a Frigate Bird (sp) was seen and on 20th a Barred Warbler, but as NE
winds strengthened, with a low pressure centre over the S. North Sea on 21st, more Sooty
Shearwaters were moving with 1 Great Shearwater. Ruff continucd to arrive but by 24th
with high pressure over Scandinavia, light easterlies prevailing and low cloud over the
coast a light fzll of migrants occurred. Red-backed Shrike, Wryneck and Pied Flycatchers
were involved and even as the wind veered S. and then to SW on 26th/27th more Black Terns
arrived and another Barred Warbler.

Westerlies prevailed during the last few days but & third Barred Warbler was trapped and =
few Fieldfares arrived.

CLASSIFIED LIST

Diver (sp):-
Up to 4 unidentified Divers noted off Hauxley, Seaton Sluice and Whitburn, mainly moving
N. after 15th, although 1 S. off Whitburn on 4th.

Black-throated Divers
T N, off St. Mary's on 22nd (JDP).

Red-throated Diver:
Singles N. off .mnstead on 15th, Whitburn on 22nd and Ste. Mery's on 22nd and 29th.

Greut Crested Grebe:

Breceding birds were still present on a1l the waters mentioned in July until well into
iugust. In addition 6 were at Derwent on 16th (CM..) end I remained at Whittlc Dene until
at least 15th (MR et al). at coast 1 off Ross on lst (JH/LGM) and 1 off Holy Island on
p1st (J & RMcC). 4lso 2 at Hartburn in late Jdugust (JpP).

Red-necked Grebe:
1 off Secaton Sluice on 6th (HW).

Slavonian Grebes
T on sea OFF Whitburn on 30th/3lst (WBO) was still in Summer plumage.

Little Grebe:
Many waters held up to 6 including Whittle Dene, for most of month but 11 were at
Washington on 3lst (BEP et 1) and 20 at Hartburn on 15th (JEP).

Manx Shearwater:

Noted on 9 different days mainly moving N. with e pronounced N. passage between 13th and
15th. .nnstead, Hauxley, Seaton Sluice znd Whitburn all noted the movement with up to 40
per day, although Cresswell recorded 13 N. in only half-an-hour on l4th.

Great Shearwater:
Full noted submitted on 1 flying N. off St. Mary's at 300 yards rangec on 21st (JDP).

Sooty Shearwater:

Noted in unprecedented numbers moving N all along coast after 13th. 4 N. off St.

Mary's (JTP) on 13th heralded the first phase and next day 116 passed Hauxley ;p 4% hours
YHRS)

1.



(HES) and 15 passed Cresswell in only & hour (BG/ERM). ./mnstead, Scaton sluics and
Whitburn also witnessed the movement., By 15th the rate had decreased to only 2 - 3 per
hour but on 21st/22nd, 36 N. off Whitburn with smaller numbers off innstead and St. Mary's.
Only 2 birds were seen to fly S. during the above periods. Other records were 1 N. off
Whitburn on 2%rd and 3 N. there on 25th (WBO).

Fulmar:
Moving N. in numbers on 6 days between 12th and 22nd with a peak of 150 per hour on 14th,
Hauxley, Whitburn and Seaton-Sluice/St. Mary's all noted the movement.

Gannet: ‘ .

Noted moving N. on many days with peaks on 13th - 15th and 20th - 22nd., .nnstead noted
the largest numbers with 500 per hour on 15th and 1700 in .2 hours on 22nd (BRS) but
Hauxley, Seaton Sluice and Whitburn also all provided some large counts. During the above
periods less than 10 per day were noted flying S.

Frigate Bird (sp):
. full description has been submitted on what seems to have been a possible Magnificent
Frigate Bird flying N. off Whitburn on 18th (WB0). 6 observers saw the bird.

Heron:

Many records of parties of up to 5 birds from all over the area, Fenhan Flats/ﬁudle Day
attracted 8 - 10 between lst and 28th whilst Cresswell Ponds had a maximum of 12 cn 18th
(B&ME et al). . flock of 7 flying inland over Seaton Sluice on 29th suggested general
immigration about that time (iB1/HW/KW).

Mallard:

100 a% Capheaton on 21st, 130 at Whittle Dene on 28th (J & EMcC) and 214 in Budle Bay on
30th (BRS). _ _ :

Teal:

300+ at Bshott on 30th (MH/JEO/KGD) was an unusually high count for time of year, although
an influx was generally noted towards end of month with up to 60 at Fenham Flats, Budle
Bay, Cresswell, Washington and Whittle Dene, During the N. movement of sea birds on 13th -
15th and 21st - 23rd up to 60 per day were noted flying N. off Whitburn, St. Mary's,
Hauxley and .nnstead. :

Garganey:
2 at Washington on 26th (JEP) and 1 at Hauxley on 27th (HRS).

Wigeon:

1 at Wallsend Swallow on Tth (BG) and on 15th 21 at Hartburn (JEP) and 4 N. off /nnstcad
(BRS). Between 2lst - 31lst small numbers moving N. off Hauxley, Seaton Sluice and
Whitburn with a max. of 52 passing Hauxley on 23rd. From 24th - 30th, 150 on Fenham
Flats (BG/B & ME).

Pintail:
1 in Budle Bay on 1st (JH/LGM) and 3 there on 30th (BRS). 1 at Hauxley on Tth and 15 N,
there on 14th (HRS). 3 at Newton on 22nd (IK/O) and 1 at Whittle Dene on 27th (BG).

Shoveler:
Present at Washington all month with a max. of 35 on 8th (R./R/K). Up to 7 at Grindon,

Seaton Burn, Whittle Dene and Holywell whilst offshore 2 N, off Hauxley on 4th and 2 S.
off Bamburgh on 26th.

Scaup:
1 at Cresswell on 6th/7th and 23rd (BG/ERM/GU). 4 N. off innstead on 15th (BES) and off
Whitburn 1 N. on 15th and 4 N. on 17th (W30).

Tufted Duck:

Breeding confirmed at Harbottle Lough (ERM). Whittle Dene attrected the lergest numbers
by far with at least 70 there all month and a max. of 90 on 2lst (J & RMcC et al). 40 at
Colt Crag on 8th and 25 at Swectiope on same'day (B & ME).

/Pocharad
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« Pochard:
12 at Holywell on 15th (CED) and 27 at Derwent on 25th (ci1.). Up to 6 noted at Capheaten,
Whittle Dene and Seaton Burn.

Goldeneye:
in carly record of 1 at Hallington on 8th (J & RMcC). 4lso 1 N. off Whitburn on 18th

(WB0), 1 N. off St. Mery's on 22nd (JDP) and 1 ncar ashington on 29th (BMn).

Long-tailed Duck:
In carly record of 1 N. off Hauxley on 3lst (HRS).

Velvet Scoter:

Singles off Whitburn on 1lst, Tth, 15th and 21st and 2 there on 14th (WB0)., 2 off Seaton
3luice on lst (uB1/HW) with 1 on 15th (ERM) and 1 on 22nd (JpP). Off Hauxley 1 on 13th,
3 on 14th and 1 on 15th (HRS). 3 off Cresswell on 15th (JEP) and 2 at Beal on 29th
(IX/k0). Most were flying N.

Common Scoter:

Some large counts as flocks moved N. on many days. 13th - 15th saw a total of 524 N. off
Whitburn (W30) with smaller numbers off St. Mary's/Seaton Sluice, Hauxley and annstead.
Off these same points at least 603 passed N. between 18th - 24th (3 % ME/JDP/GU et al).

Fider:
600 off Birling Carrs on 30th (LGM/EN) and 200 off Hauxley on 29th (HES).

Red-breasted Merganser:
Presont off Hoss all month with 50 there on 28th (JH/LGM). Whitburn noted 8 N. between
1st - 18th.

Goosander:
Still on the rivers until late in .ugust although only a few noted. 0ff Hauxley 7 N. on
15th and 10 N. on 30th (HkS).

Shelducks:

2% on Lindisfarne Nature Rescrve on lst increased to 50+ by end of month (BG/LGM). Off-
shore passage noted on 5 days with peaks of 12 N. off St. Mary's on 15th (JDP) and 16 N.
of f Whitburn on 21st (WBO). 12 N. over Wallsend Swallow on 25th (1GM) and 4 at Washington
on 30tn/31$t (BU et al) suggested some overland passege.

Grey Geese (sp):
3 N. off whitburn on 18th (WBO).

Snow Geese:
2 jgults on Fenham Flats between 24th - 30th were no doubt escapes from captivity (B & ME/
BG/LGM) .

Canade Goose:
In addition to the Colt Crag/Hallington flock (38 on 8th), a flock of 19 passed 5. over
Seaton Sluice (4Bl et al) end Tynemouth (JDMcE) on 29th.

Bugzzard (sp):

1 in the Hexham area on 18th and 21st (iJR/per MES) end 1 over North Shields on 24th and
27th (JSS).

Sperrow Hawk:

Breeding reported from Slaley, Northumberland Loughs, isydon. Single birds noted on sev-
eral occasions during month at Hauxley, Bamburgh, Beal, Fenhan Flats, Pegswood and
Prestwick Carr.

Osprey:
The N. Tyne Summer resident again noted on 22nd near Falstone (MES/ELS).

/Hobby
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Hobby:
Full notes submitted on 1 that was seen at Holywell Ponds on 10th and 15th '(CED/MN).

Percerine:
1 seen at Holywell on 15th (B & ME).

Merlins

In addition to the breeding records mentioned in July, a further pair reared young in the
Border Forests (BL). Singles at Grinden on 1lst (IH.) and at Redesmouth on 22nd (MRS/ELS)
were probably locally bred. 1 - 2 on Holy Island hetween 21st - 29th (BG/J & RMGC/IK).

Kestrel:
A pair successfully reared young in Durham Cathedral (EN). Up to 5 at each of Holy Island,

Coquet Estuary, Hauxley and Seaton Sluice suggested a general S. movement. In fact, 1 5.
well out over sea off Whitburn on 3lst.

Water Rail:
1 at Beal on 3rd (IK/RO).

Coot:

Max. counts were 310 at Seaton Burn on 26th (MRS), 130 at Holywell on 18th (GU), 186 at
Broomlee on 21st (LGM) and 100 at Capheaton on 21st (BEP). TUp to 35 at Whittle Dene
included 5 breeding pairs (IH.: et al).

Oystercatcher:
100 at Cresswell on 10th (CM.), 78 off Whitburn (all N.) on 15th (WB0). Overland passage

was suggested Ly singles over Wallsend Swallow and Denton Burn on Tth (BG) and at
Prestwick Carr on 14th (ERM).

Lapwing:

Some large flocks throughout month. Max. gatherings were at Ouston (1200 on 22nd), Pegsw o
(1000 on 15th}, Blagdon (900 on 16th), Ponteland (800 on 2nd - 5th), Budle Bay (600 on 1lst).
Up to 500 at many other localities.

Ringed Plover:

42 gt Lioss on lst (LGM/JH) and c40 at St. Mary's on 10th/11th (B & ME). ® slso during this
period ¢35 in Hauxley area. Inland records involved -up to 11 at Washington between 10th -
14th (BU) and up to 6 at Whittle Dene between 15th - 30th (MR et al).

Little Ringed Plover:
Still present at N.W. Durham site until 5th (RMP/PY). 2 scen at Seaton Burn on 6th (MES),
1 at Washington on 8th (RA/R/K) with 3 there on 25th (JEP) and 1 therc on 27th (RMP).

Grey Plover:
10 on Fenham Flats on lst increasing to 31 by 28th (JH/LGM). Singles at .lnmouth on 12th
(ERM) and Whitburn on 22nd (LN).

Golden Plover:

Largest flocks noted were 2000 at Chevington on 10th (HES) and &t Ouston on 27th (3G).
900 - 1000 were in the Fenham Flats area for most of month (BG/LGM). TUp to 350 at
suitable localities as far inland as Housesteads.

Turnstone:

No more than 80 seen together on any part of coast, 7T feeding around fleod water inland
near Hartley on 15th (KGD/MH).

Snipe:
4 suggestion of an influx after 20th with up to 80 at Pegswood, 60 at Prestwick Carr and
35 at Whittle Dene. Smaller flocking noted elsewhere.

Curlew:
350+ in Dudle Bay on 1st (JH/LGM), 100+ on Fenham Flats on 24th (BG) and 50+ on Jarrow
Slake on 10th (MH).

JWhimbrel
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Whimbrels

Noted on most days mainly moving S. Largest numbers involved 17 on Fenham Flats and 20 5.
over Holy Island on Tth (TGR) with 14 over Druridge same day (LGM). 20 S. over Cramlington
on 4th (GU), whilst at Hauxley 13 S. on 12th, 34 N. on 23rd, 18 N. on 29th and 24 present on
30th (HRS).

Black-tailed Godwit:

Off Whitburn 2 N. on 3rd, 1 N. on 9th and 1 N. on 31st (wB0). 1 at Fenham Flats on 24th
(8G), 1 on Holy Island on 29th (IK/RO) and 1 at Newsham on 30th (JDP). 1 at Grindon Lough
on 10th (RG/EL) was of particular interest. ' '

Bar-tailed Godwits:
it least 500 on Fenham Flats by 24th (BG). Small nunbers moving N. off Whitburn, Seaton
Sluice and Hauxley throughout month. 1 at Washington Ponds on 25th (JEP).

Green Sandpiper:
Up to 3 noted at 16 localities during month possibly involving a total of 25 individuals
and seen as far inland as Colt Crag. 5 weres seen together st Washington on Tth (114).

Wood Sandpiper:

Noted at 9 localities between 4th - 28th involving about 16 individuals. 3 at Wlashington
(the farthest inland) on 14th (BU) and 3 §. over Tynemouth on 23rd (JDP) were most seen
together.

Common Sandpiper:

Most had left breeding areas by mid month but migration proceeded throughout month being
noted at most waters. 12 at slnmouth on 30th (LGM) #znd 9 (2 mex.) at “hittle Dene on 15th
(MR) were largest gatherings.

Hedshank:
600 in Budle Bay on 8th (JH/LGM), 300+ on Jarrow Sleke on 10th (MH) and 100 at Alnmouth on
30th (LGM) were largest gatherings. '

Spotted Redshank:

1 - % noted ot 9 localities as far apart as Fenham Flats, Washington and Colt Crag prob-
ably involving a total of 17 birds. .. suggestion of distinct influxes on 14th/15th and
egain aftcr 26th.

Greenshank:

4 very good month with parties of up to 5 noted at about 20 localities as widely spaced as
Beal, Whitburn and Colt Crag. Max. numbers involved 9 - 11 on Fenham Flats between 5th -
30th (IK/B & ME/BG), 6 in Budle Bay on 15th (BRS), 10 at Washington on 2lst (5B1/HW) end 12
at Prestwick Carr on 24th (MRS/ELS/J & EMcC).

Knot:

On 1st, 60 in Budle Bay (LGM/Bii), 25 at .mble (KN), and 30 off Whitburn (W30). On 4th,
75 S at Whitburn and on 13%3th, 33 S. at Hauxley.

Purple Sandpiper:
n unusuul record of 1 at Washington Ponds on 14th (IiU). 2 at Hauxley on 15th (Hi3).

Little Stint:
1 ot Cresswell on 1lst (BN), 3 at Washington on 3rd (Hu/E_K/JEP), and 1 near Barsdon on 16th
(JDP) and 17th (KW).

Dunlin:

400 - 600 in Budle Bay between 1lst - 28th (LGM et al) and 500 on Fenham Flats on 30th

(B & MBE). Washington Ponds attracted & max. 'of 40 on 13th (3U). Smaller numbers at other
inland localities.

Curlew Sandpipers

On lst, 1 at Cresswell (until 4th), and 1 at /ilnmouth (KIN/BEP). .t Weshington 2 - 5
between 3rd - 6th (HW et al). On 15th and 17th, 12 on flood water near Hartley (KW et al)
and on 28th, 2 in Budle Bay (LGM).

/Senderling
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Sanderlings: s
25 at Ross on 1st and 28th (LGM), 30 - 60 at Hauxley between 4th - 9th and still 24" on
29th (HES).

Ruff:

Tn incredible month with perhaps unprecedented nuibers involved. Although a few had been
noted beforehand, the influx secmed to occur after 14th and continued until 26th/27th.
Flood water attracted most numbers with 35 at Bamburgh on 15th (BRS), 22 near Hertley by
17th (KW et al), 30 at Boldon Flats on 17th (LGG/R.K/RC), 40+ at Prestwick Carr on 20th
(MRS) increasing to a max. of 70 by 26th (BG) and a nax. of 41 at Pegswood on 25th (BL/BEP) .
The permanent waters were not devoid however with 80 at Cresswell (BL) and 40 at S. Linton
on 15th (EKM), 30 - 32 at Swallow on 24th - 26th (BEP/MN) and 28 at Washington by 30th (nU
et al). Most birds had moved on however by 3lst. Such gsizeable flocks have not buen seen
in Northumberland/N. Durham since 1963.

arctic Skuas

i very good iAutumn for this species with many (including a very high percentage of adults)
off shore. Movements were often obscured by parties operating 'to amd fro' chasing Terns
and Kittiwakes and it was not unususl to see at least 50 during the course of a dey off
Hauxley/Seaton Sluice/St. Mary's and Whitburn. . S. pessage was obvious on 1/th however,
and Whitburn recorded 106 in 10 hours (WB0). The 22nd/23rd brought a preferential M.
passage with 216 off Whitburn and 166 off St. Mary's (JDP) and on 29th, 127 passed 3. off
Seaton Sluice (iB1/KW/HW). Such numbers have not been reported since 1966.

Great Skuas

Noted on 11 days off 6 points between Holy Island and Whitburn. DMost werc moving N. and on
14th/15th, 25 N. off .nnstcad (3xS), 12 N. off Hauxley (HRS) and 8 N. off Seaton Sluice
(M3/MH/JDP). On 21st/22nd 15 N, off .nnstead, 15 N. off St. Mary's and 10 N. off Whitburn.

Pomarine Skuas

Off /mnstead 2 N. on 14th and 1 S. on 26th (BiS). Off Newton 1 on 30th (B & I'E), off
Cresswell 1 on 15th (JEP), off St. Mary's/Seaton Sluice 5 N. on 20th, 6 N, on 22nd, 3 N,
on 24th, 1 S. on 27th and 2 on 29th (.Bl/JDP/HW et al). Off Whitburn 1 N. on 3lst (WB0).

Long-tailed Skua:
n adult N. off Whitburn on 3rd (WBO) and &n immature flew S. off St. Mary's on 24th (JoP).

Greater Black-backed Gull: :
4000 in Chevington/Hadstone area on 6th (HRS) and 150 per hour N. off Whitburn on 15th (Wn0)

Herring Gull:
2500 in Chevington areca on 6th (HES) and 1500 on 10th. Pair with newly fledged young near
Grey's Monument, Newc.stle on 4th (LGM) - see note in July Bulletin.

Little Gull:

.t Holywell Ponds single juveniles present on 3rd - 6th (CED/BG/BEP) with 2 adults on 6th,
1 on 8th and 1 on 24th (BEP/KW). 4t Wallsend Swallow & sub adult on 3rd and Tth (BG/3E) .
in adult at Boldon Flats on 17th (LGG) and off Whitburn 2 N. on 15th, 1 S. on 18th and 3 N.
on 20th (WBO).

Kittiwake:

Some heavy movements noted particularly during the sea bird passage of 14th/15th when up
to 2500 per hour N. off Hauxley and up to 1400 per hour N. off Vhitburn. also 2000 N. in
two hours off Cresswell on 4th (GU). 2000 roosting in Coguet Estuary on 23rd (HLS).

Black Tern:
“n unusual number of records. .t Holywell 2 on 2nd, 1 from 10th - 17th and 1 on 25th (CED
BEP/MN). 4t Whittle Dene 2 on 5th and 2 on 25th (IHA/J & RMcC). On 14th/15th 1 N.
innstead (BES), 1 at Hauxley, 1 at Cresswell (BL) and 1 at Whitburn. 2 N. off imnstead on
21st (BRS) and between 25th - 30th 3 in Bothal/S. Linton arca (RN/BEP), 1 - 2 at
washington (BU/RMP et al), 1 - 2 at Killingworth (FC), 1 at Ellington (BEP) and 1 off
Seaton Sluice (4B1/HW).

/Common Tern
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fommon Tern: :

Inland records were very much a featurc with up to 210 at Washington (R./R.K/DU et al),
100 at Jarrow Slake on 10th (MH) and up to 11 at Holywell, Swallow and S. Linton. On 21st
6 at ?hi?tle Dene (IHA/J & KMcC) and on 26th 3 passed '/, very high over Prestwick Carr at
dusk (3G). ‘

Arctic Tern:

Of 70 'Commics' feeding near Newcastle Swing Bridge on 19th, most were .rctics (BL) = it
most unusual sighting as .iretics rarely stray inland but possible a result of -the wreck of
sprats that occurred in sugust.

Roseate Tern:

25, mainly adults, calling excitedly as they fed around South Shields Pier on 30th (3G).
igain the abundance of sprats or the presence of large numbers of Skuas may have been the
cause.

Little Tern:
6 off Cresswell on lst (GU) end 3 S. off Hauxley on 2nd (HRS).

Cuckoo:
L late bird at Prestwick Carr on 24th (J & McC).

Barn Owl:
Further successful breeding reported from Burradon (FC). Singles noted at Ellington and
Seaton Burn.

Short-cared Owl:
Between 5th - 29th, 9 single birds ncted at localities as far apart as BDeal, Killingworth,
Holywell and Derwent.

Swift:
A gencral exodus of breeding birds noted between 25th - 29th.

Kingfisher: '
Noted at Hexham, Molecsdon, Morpeth, Bellingham and Coquet Istuary.

Wrynecks:
1 at Marsden on 24th following a light fall of Continental migrants (wno).

Swallow:
1000+ at the Chevington Burn roost on 4th (IIkS). Moving S. steadily on 24th (3BG).

House Martin:
. smell colony located under the old Coquet Road Bridge at Warkworth (LGH). 4 pure white
bird seen near Morpeth on Sth (3 & ME).

Great Tit/Blue Tit:
More then usual noted at Hauxley for liugust (HES).

Coal Tit:
1 in an unusual locality at Denton Burn on 8th (BC—) and. 1 trapped at Hauxley - again
vnusual - on 30th (HRS).

Marsh Tit:
Noted at DBellinghem and Prestwick Carr.

Willow Tit:
Noted at Prestwick Carr, Hauxley, Denton Burn and Washington.

Tuthatch:
Noted at Huggerston - a new locality (IK/HO) end near Hexhen (aJR).

/Treecreeper
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Treecreesper:
Singles noted at Hauxley on lst and 11th (HitS) and at Bamburgh on 21st (BRS).

Fieldfare:
Barly records of 1 on Holy Island on 29th (JKJ/IK). 1 at West Denton on 30th (IK/RO) and
2 over Hauxley on 31st (HRS).

Wheatear:
Up to 15 at several coastal points after 24th when 1 was secen to arrive at Seaton Sluice
from far out to sea (GU et al).

Stonechat:
An unusual inland record of one, a juvenile, at Seaton Burn on 17th and 26th (MRS). Pair
at Bamburgh on 30th (BRS).

Whinchat:
A suggestion of a slight influx on 24th.

Redstart:
Still in brecding areas until late in month (ERM/GEC). Early migrants at Hauxley on 15th,
21st and 27th and at Budle Bay on 15th.

Blackcap:
Single passage birds at Bamburgh on 1lst and 26th and at Hauxley on 8th, 15th, 27th and 30th.

Barred Warbler:
Singles juveniles trapped at Hauxley on 20th and 29th (HRS) and at Bamburgh on 26th (BRS).

Garden Warbler:

Passage birds at Hauxley (1 on 10th, 1 on 15th), Bamburgh (1 on 26th) and Tynemouth (3 on
23rd ),

Lesser Whitethroat:
Singles at Hauxley on 2nd, 18th, 29th and 30th (HRS), at HolY Island on 21st (J & RMcC) at
St. Mary's on 23rd (JKJ) and at Denton Burn on 15th (BG).

Willow Warbler:

20+ in Hauxley area on 8th - 10th was the heaviest fall reported but moving through most
areas throughout month.

Goldcrest:
Up to 5 at Hauxley after 15th, up to 3 at Bamburgh after 26th and 6 on Holy Island on 29th

(IK/K0).

Spotted Flycatcher:
4 nest with young, inside a hanging lantern in a church lytchgate at Hexham on 2nd (AJR).

Pied Flycatcher:

Singles at Blaydon on 8th (BL), Seaton Sluice and Hauxley on 14th/15th (CMA/HRS), Tynemouth
on 18th (KGD/MH) and Holy Island on 19th (CED). After a light fall on 23rd /24th up to 4
noted at Berwick, Bamburgh, Hauxley, Holy Island, Whitley Bay, Tynemouth and Seaton Sluice,
?nd 15)- 20 in Mursden area (MDO). On 27th, 1 at Killingworth - -some 6 miles inland

JDMcE ) «

Meadow Pipit:
Steady passage after 12th noted ..t Cresswell and Hauxley.

Tree Pipit:
1 at Denton Burn on 15th (BG) and 2 at Hauxley on 30th (IRS).

Rocl Pipit:
2 of what were thought to be 'Scandanavian' birds st St. Mary's on 18th (JDP).
/Pied Wagtail
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Pied Wegtail:

An infinx noked ot ITauxley on 2371d (Iﬂ{b‘).
Grey VWastails

Records suggest a good breeding yoar.

Yellow Wagtail:
L steady S. passage noted throughout month with concentrations of 20 - 50 noted at
Holywell, Wallsend Swallow, Grindon, Whittle Dene #nd Washington.

ied-backed Shrike:
"m adult mole seen near Colt Crag sarly in month (per BG) was particularly unusual and &n
immature bird at Marsden from 24th - 3lst (WBO).

Hawfinch:

Singles noted at Morpeth (EB) and Felton (JEO/MH).

Goldfinch: _
Flocks of up to 20 in many areas confirming that they are steadily increasing as & breeding

apecles.

Biskin:
25+ near Tarset on N. Tyne on 22nd (MRS/ELS).

List of Contributors:

R. ndanms. R. Grey. R, M. Palmer.

C. M. adanson. L. G. Glass. J. D. Parrack.

R. atkinson. M. Hodgson. J. E. Perfitt.

D. L. illan. J. Hargrave. B. E. Prater.

I. H. armstrong. J. K. Jefferey. T. G. Ramsey.

M. Dell. I. Kerr. &e J. Richerds.

E. Bird. B. Little. M. Richardson.

he Dlackett. E. Lobley. J. S. Spence.

B. Crabbe. B. Martin. M. R and B. L. Smith.

F. Colley. E. R. Meek. B. Unwin.

G. E. Clayton. L. G. MacFarlane. G. Upton.

G. Duncan. J & R. McCutcheon.K. Walton.

C. B. Douglas. J. D. McElwee. H., Wilson.

K. G. Dures. M. Nattrass. P. Yeousn.

B & M. Etherington. J. E. Orton. Hauxley & Bamburgh Ringing Stations.
B. Galloways R. Osborne. Whitburn Bird Observatory.

411 September records to 3. Galloway, 115 Southway, Noewcastle upon Tync NE15 7D by
8 October 1971 please.

R.S.P.B. FILM SHOWS

The tollowing R.S.P.B. film shows will take place in Northumberland shortly:-

Wednesday, 6th October, City Hall, Newcastle at T.30.pem.

Thursday, Tth October, Northumberland Hall, .ilnwick at Te30.pele

Friday, 8th October, Morpeth Grammar School, Morpeth at T+30.pom.

Seturday, 9th October, Queen Elizabeth Grammar Schonl, Hexham at 7«30.p.m. with the Tyne-
side Bird Club

Monday, 1llth October, Secondary Modern School, Bellingham at 7.30.p.m.

4t all these shows the two new R.S.P.B. films "Kites are Flying" and "The Lonely Level" will
be shown, and copies of our ncw bock "Birds in Northumbria™ will be on sale.

sdmigsion prices for all shows will be adults 30p, children 20 p.
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PYNESIDE BIRD CLUB

SEPTEMBER 1971 BULLETIN
SUMMARY

September was a very settled and dry month resulting in only 2 small falls of Continental
migrants. :

During the first week waders moved steadily through but in a short period of south east-
erly winds with increasing cloud cover between 8th - 12th Herons, a Hobby, a Wryneck,-2
Redwings, a White Spotted Bluethroat, an Icterine, Pied Flycatchers and a Red-backed Shrike
all arrived. Ducks also became very numerous about this time.

It was not really until 20th, or even 25th/26th, that a second small scale errival of
migrants was noted with Mistle Thrush, Fieldfare, Redwing, Robin, Barried Warbler, Picd
Yiyecatcher and Lapland Bunting being the most prominent species although Sooty Shearwatcrs
were moving N, in large numbers and a large flock of Pochard was located.

Other unusual and interesting records included Flamingo, Long-tailed Skuas and possible
Cory's Shearwaters.

Generally, a rather disappointing month.,
CLASSIFIED LIST

Diver (sp): :
Between 5th - 29th up to 5 noted off Boulmer, Hauxley, Cresswell, Sezton Sluice and Whit-
burn (HRS/W30/KW).

Black-throated Diver:
1 N, off Seaton Sluice on 24th (KW).

Great Northern Diver:
2 N. off St. Mary's on 11th (JDP).

Red-throated Diver:

Between 1lth - 24th up to 3 noted off .nnstead, St. Mary's and Cresswell - all flying N.
(BKS/JDP/KW) .

Great Crested Grebe:

Breeding birds and juveniles still present at Hallington, Seaton Burn and Gosforth until
at least mid-month. 2 N, off Seaton Sluice on 24th (KW).

Red-necked Grebe:

1 N. off Cresswell on 22nd (KW),

Slavonisn Grebe:

1 still on the sea off Whitburn on 2nd (Vi0).

Black-necked Grebe:
1, moulting into Winter plumage, at Grindon on 30th sugust’ (AJR).

Little Grebe:

4 significant build up in numbers with max. of 27 at Holywell on S5th (MN et al) and at
least 36 on Northumbrian Loughs on 11th (LGM). 13 &t Washington on 16th and up to 10 at
several other waters including 2 on the River Wensbeck at Sheepwash after 20th (LGM) and
5 on the River Tyne ut Prudhoe on 30th (AJR).

Manx Shearwater:

Noted on 10 dates between S5th - 26th off several points between RBamburgh and Whitburn.
6 N. off Whitburn on 15th was rost on any vile day.

/Sooty Shearwater
l.



Sooty Shearwater:

Botweon 11lth — 15th up to 6 per day, mainly N. off innstead (BRS), St. Mary's (3EP/JDP)
and Whitburn (WBO). The latter also recorded 2 N. on 24th and 1 N. on 27th but on 26th
yet another heavy movement was noted off Hauxley with 150 N. in 3 hours (HRS) .

Shearwater (sp):
Large brown and white Shearwaters, possibly Cory's, were noted off S5t. Mery's on 10th
(IS) end 11th (1.N and 1.S) (JDP) and off innstead on 1lth (1.W)(BRS).

Fulmar:
23N in 4 hours off St. Mary's on 11th (JDP) was the only movement reported.

Gannet:
Noted moving N. in numbers off Holy Island, Hauxley and St. Mary'!s between 6th - 27th and
varying between 40/nr (27th) and 200/hr (8th).

Cormorant:
Quite prgminent off tuch of coast during month and on 5th, 2 arrived from W. at Whittle
Dene (CW).

Shags
39N. in 2 hours off St. Mary's on 1lth (JDP).

/Chilean Flamingo:
1 N. at .nnstead on 18th and probably same bird frequented Fenhan Flats throughout
September (BRS/per LBl)._7

Heron:

Up to 4 at many localities throughout month, even well inland. Immigration/passage was
suggested at beginning of month with 6 at Cresswell and 8 at :ilnmouth on 4th (LaM), A4 °S.W
over each of Bedlington and Alnmouth ‘on 11th (J & KMcC) when 1 was in Marsden Quarry (LeG/
FGG), 13 in Budle Bay on 12th (CW) and 4 S.W. over St. Mary's on 17th (JDP). \"Still 7 at
Cresswell on 26th (LGM).

Mallaxrd:

Some large counts for September with up to 700 at Colt Crag after 12th (RG/EL et al), 600
at Gosforth Park on 19th (BG et al), 340 on Northumbrian Loughs after 5th (LGM) and 200+
at Capheaton on Sth (ERM et al).

Teal:
330 in Budle Bay by 12th (LGM/RN) and 100 in Gosforth Park on 19th/20th (BG/EEM). 90 at
Grindon on 25th (AJR) and smaller numbers at many other waters. Coastal passage suggested

between 4th - Tth and 24th - 26th with up to 70 per day N. off Hauxley, Seaton Sluice and
Whitburn.

Gargeneys
2 or 3 at Gosforth Park on 11th (CW).

Gadwall:
4 (2 pairs) in Gosforth Park on 19th (BG) and a dreke at Grindon on 25th (LoM).

Wigeon:

The usual September off shore N. passage was noted on 8 dates between 6th - 28th with peaks
of 164 on 15th (Whitburn) and 124 on 28th RSt Mary's). 500 in Budle Bay by 21st (KW et
al), 188 on Northumbrian Loughs on 11th (LGM) and 100+ in Gosforth Park by 30th (o),

300+ on Holy Island Lough on 26th (MH).

Pintail:
1 in Gosforth Park on 19th with 3 there by 30th (BG/GU).

Shoveler:
Gosforth Park provided lergest gathering with 120 on 11th and 19th/20th (BG/CW) and an

interesting count of 33 at Grinden on 25th (AJR). TUp to 9 at Washington during month and
noted also at Capheaton (1), and Holy Island (3).

2e

/Scaup



Scaup:
2 at Whittle Denc on Tth (MH).

Tufted Duck:
0200 ab Colt Crag after 11th (AJR/HG et al) and ¢l00 at Hartburn on Sth (B & ME et 2l Vs
43 et Whittle Dene on 4th/5th when 30 at Capheaton.

Pocheard:

Some interesting high counts for time of year. 51 on Northumbrian Loughs on 1lth and by
25th 109 on Greenlee (LGM), 45 at Capheaton on 5th (EHM) and after 11th, 30 - 40 at
Gosforth Park (BG/GU/CW). 24 at Whittle Denc on 24th (AJK). Off Hauxley 1S. on 26th (HRS).

Goldeneye:
4 at Greenlec on 25th (LGM) and 1 at Cresswell on 26th (IK).

Long-tailed Duck:
2 N. off Hauxley on 6th (HRS).

Velvet Scoter:
5 N. off Cresswell on 12th and 8 N. off Seaton Sluice on 24th (KW).

Common Scoter: ;
Noted, mainly moving N., on 17 days between 4th - 29th with a peek on 14th - 18th with
100 N. off Holy Island (.uJR), 403 N. off Whitburn and 250 N. off Hauxley. ' :

Eider: ;
420+ on Fenham Flats on 27th (MI) and 150 off Hauxley most of month (HKS).

Red-breasted Merganser:
3 N. off Whitburn cn 1l4th and between 21st - 26th 1 - 2 noted off Budle, Cresswell,
Alnmouth end Hauxley.

Shelducks:
Only 30 juveniles on Fenham Flats on Sth (BL). 4 at Washington on 1st (BU), and off
Whitburn 8 S. on Tth and L. N on 26th (WB30).

Grey Lag Gooses
1 at Colt Crag on 24th and 30th (CaM/4JR).

Canada Goose:
i maxe. of 62 in Hallington .rea on 12th (HG/EL et al). 1 at Cresswell cn 5th (BEP/BL) and
TN, there on 22nd (KW).

Buzzard:
1 in alwin Valley on 12th (BEP) and 1 near Belford on 13th (per 4iBl).

Sparrow Hawk:
Possible immigrents werc noted at Hauxloy (1 on 4th), Cresswell (1 on 4th) end St. Mary's
(1 on 23rd). Noted inland at iAlwinton, Belford, Bolam, lAshington, Broomhill and Gosforth,

Merlin:

A suggestion of an influx/passage egrly in month with 1 at Hauxley on 2nd, 1 at Cresswell
on Ath (IK), 2 at Alnmouth on 1lth (J & RMcC) when 1 at easch of .mble and Whitburn, and 1
at Tynemouth on 12th (MH). 1 at ashington on 24th (J.G).

Hobby:
.. falcon, probably of this species, at Broomhill on &th (JAG).

Kestrel:
Prominent at coast early in month with as meny as 9 at Hauxley on 4th and 4 on Holy Island
on 12th (EEM).
/Coot
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Coot:
Mex. counts were 200+ at Holywell on 5th (MH), 300 at Broomlee on 11th (LGM), and 350 at
Seaton Burn on 29th (CMa).

Oystarcatcher.
60 N. off Dunstanburgh on 25th (EEM) was largest flock reported.

Lapwings:
1000 at Holywell on 12th (GU), 500 &t Whittle Dene on 5th (J & RMcC) and 500 at washlngton

~on 9th - 16th (BU) Up to 300 at 4 other localities in first 5 days, including Derwenthaugh
and Ryton, both in Tyme Valley. '

Ringed Plover:

Largest flocks noted on 4th (96 at Hauxley) and 11th (79 at .lnmouth) with 26 at St. Mary's
on 6th,

Grey Plover:
Between 11th - 26th, 1 - 6 at 5 coastal points between Boulmer and St. Mary's.

Golden Plover:

Largest gatherings werc 500 at Hauxley on 4th, 500 at Whittle Dene on 5th (J & RMcC), BOO
in Budle Bay on 10th/12th (1GM et .al)i 1000 at Boulmer on 19th and 1000 on Fenham Flats on
29th (CMa). -

Turnstones

54 roosting on Cresswell Pond on 14th (BEP) and 7 at Washington Pond on 9th (BU). Hauxley
max. was 120 on 4th (HRS).

Snipe:z -
Largest flocks noted in first 10 days with 50 at Washington on lst and Tth (BU) and also at
Prestwick Carr on 8th (EEM)., 40 at Whittle Dene on Sth (CW),

Jack Snipe:
T near Heuxley on 24th (aJR).

Curlew:
200+ at Newton on 5th (IK).

Whimbrel:
Between 1lst - 19th up to 7 per day noted off 7 coastal points between Budle Buy and
Whitburn 1 N. over Hauxley on 26th was the last.

Black-tailed Godwit:

1 in Budle Bey on 5th and 12th (JH/LGM), at Cresswell on 18th (LGM/GU) and 1 at Newton
on 19th (IK).

Ber-tailed Godwit:

4t least 1500 at Holy Island by 12th ‘(per E&Iﬂ 20 S. off Whitburn on 2nd (¥W30O) and 1 - 3
at several points S. of Boulmcr between 1st - 14th. '

Green Sandpiper:
Between lst - 13th singles noted st Bamburgh, Cresswell, Holywell, ‘Bersdon and Whittle
Dene with 2 at Derwenthaugh on %rd (LJM et al).

Common Sandpiper:
Still prominent at coast during first week when 7 at slnmouth on 4th was largest gathering.
Still 1 at Whitburn on 26th (WB0). :

Redshank:
On 4th, 100+ at Hauxley and 150 in Coquet Bstuary (iRS) and on 1lth/12th 100 at Crasswell
198 at .mble, 135 at ilnmouth and 300 in Budle Bay (J & RMcC/CW).

4 /Spotted Redshenk
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1 =2t Cvecswell on 4th with 2 on [th (ter/BEPJ, 1 at Washington on 1st = 11th with 2 on 13t
%CMA/BU[EW), 1 at Chevington -on 18tk (IS) and 1 in Budle Bay on 11th/12th with 2 on 2lst
KW et 2l).

Greenshsnlis
Between lst - 19th, 1 - 3 at meny lccalities mainly coastal but 8 at Washington on 4th
(™ et el). Still 4 in Budle Bay on 21st (KW) and 2 at .dnmouth on 26th (LGM et al).

Knot: .

Purple Sendpiper:
Only 2 records; 3% - 5 at Seaton Sluice/St. Mary's on 5th/6th (KW) and 5 at Hauxley on 26th
(HES) .

Little Stint:

T at St. Mary's on 8th (MH) and 1 et Hartley on 1lth (P & ID).

Dunlin:
71 at Alnmouth on 11th (J & HMcC) was lergest count. Up to 4 -at Whittle Dene until 7th.

Curlew Sandpiper:
4 on Holy Island on 27th (MH).

Sanderling:
Only reported from Heuxley with a max. of 83 on 4th (HKS) .

Ruffs

Continued to be prominent and widesprcad until 18th with a max. of 29 at Washington on lst
(BU/RMP et 2l1), 15 at .lnmouth on 4th (LGM/RN) and 12 at St. Mary's on 6th. Up to 8 at
many other localities as far inland as Whittle Denc. 4 on a traffic island at Newcastle
Aiirport on 3rd was most unusual (LJM).

arctic Skua:
Still plentiful with lergest counts noted off Seaton Sluice (80 on 5th), St. Mary's
(53 N. on 11th) and Cresswell (23 on 22nd).

Great Skuas
Between lst - 25th, 1 - 3 off innstead, Cresswell, Seaton Sluice/Tynemouth and Whitburn
mainly flying N.

Pomcrine Skuat
on 1st, 1 N. Whitburn (W#0), on Tth, 1 S. St. Mery's (JDP), on 1lth, 1 N. .nnstcad and 1 &
imble (BRS/J & RMcC), on 13th, 3 S. alnmouth and on 1l4th, 1 N. Holy Island (AJR).

Long-tailed Skua:
1 N. off Tynemcuth on lst at range of only 30' (KW) and 1 N. off Whitburn on 26th (WBO).

Greater Black-backed Gull:
500+ near Blyth on 15th (MH) and 100 at Hauxley on 18th (IktS).

Lesser Black-backed Gull:
Still 1 well inlend near Sharperton (R. Coquet) on 12th (BEP) and 1 at Werkworth on 26th
(HES) .

Glaucous Gulls
a third year at Hauxley on 6th/Tth (HES) and a first y.ar at .nnstead on 1lth with a third
yeer there on 18th (BRS).

Little Gull:
On 11th, 1 at Cresswell (J & RMcC) and 2 W. at immstead (BES).
/Kittiwake
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Kittiwake:
On Z3c.. 1000/hr. N. off Dunstanburgh (ERM) and Hauxley (HiS). 1600 roosting on Coquet
Estuary oa 11th (J & RMcC). i

Black Tern:

1 - 2 o% iinshington between lst - 9th (BU et al), 3 at Seaton Sluice on 5th (KW), 2 at
Bothal or Tth (BEP) and 1 N. off Hauxley on 8th (HRS).

Up o 40 at Newcastle Quayside on 3rd /4th (MI/BL), 110+ at Washington on 4th (RMP) end
between 20th - 23rd flocks of up to 30 heading off inland from St. Mary's in a S.W.
direction on 4 consecutive evenings (JDP).

Coumizic Tern:

TSl Uaprds

5 off Seaton Sluice on 5th and 2 off S5t. Mary's on 6th (KW).

Sendwich Tern:
4 sudacr cocmease after 18th/19th and still 5 off Whitburn on 29th (W30).

Auks (sp):
On 26th up to 300/hr moving N. off Hauxley (HES).

Cuckoo:
% late bird at Druridge on 11th (J & RbcC).

Little Owl:
Noted in Kibblesworth on 18th (LJM).

Long-gered Owl:
1 near fmbla on: 18th (HRS).

Short-cared Owl: _
T at Hauxley on 5th (HHS) and 1 at Stenhope on 6th (J & RMcC).

Nightjar:
Known to have bred in Kyloe Weods this Summer (per ERM).

Swift:
Still a few present during first week but late birds noted at Bamburgh (18th), Holy
Island (19th), St. Mary's (23rd) and Stannington (25th).

Kingfigher: :
& pair on Betton Burn near Wooler (per JDP) end 1 at .lnmouth on 19th (CIM.).

Wryneck:
1 on Holy Island on 12th (I3Mn/Eid/MN et al).

Swallow: ' .
4 heavy S. movement noted at Hauxley and Imridge on 4th (HRS/LGM). Still a few present on
25th/26th,

House Martin:
Moving S. with Swallows on 4th and next day a gathering of c400 at Ryton (J & RMcC et al).

Jay:
Noted at Gesforth, Bolam and Cresswell.

Great Tit:
1 at Holy Island on 28th and small passage noted at Bamburgh and Hauxley.

Blue Tit:
Up to 35 per day at Bamburgh and up to 22 per day &t Hauxley during month suggesting some-
movement.
/Coal Tit
6.



':-f v amunler between 18th - 26th (HRS).

NS0 Lehington and Beamish (RMP).

Wiliosw Tiue
o' oo a4 veshington and Gosforth (BU/BG).

Lovs-fuilen Tats

Noted . Hoctiiope Velley, Wooler (PK).

Nuthzteb:

Not.. -i “ailington (ME).

Treecreeper:

2 &t ©oomewel on 10th (BRS) and 1 at Hauxley on 26th (HRS) suggesting passage.

Mistle Thrush:
i wnczually large flock of 50 at Kibblesworth on 1lth (LJM) and on 25th, 15 at Cresswell
(CW) snd 9 at Hauxley (HRS) with 10 in Whitley 3ay on 26th (FC).

Fieldfers:
On 20th, 10 in Cheviots (RMP) on 24th, 2 &t Colt Crag (AJR) on 27th, 2 on Holy Island (}H)
and on 29th, 1 at Gateshead (RMP).

Song Thrush:
in arrival of 150 at Holy Island on 14th (4LJE) and on 25th/26th, 20 at Cresswell (CV),

cuxlic (HRS) and 80 on Holy Island (MH).

3 8 e T
15 =477
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Redwing:

in early reovrd of 2 at Tynemouth on 11th (KGD). On 24th, 4 over Cramlington (BMn), on
26th, 40 on Holy Islend (MH) and on 30th, 3 over Stanley (RMP).

Blackbird:
Jm early arrival on 14th/15th with 80 on Holy Island (4JK) and 80 in Morsden area and on
26th, with 100+ on Holy Island (MH).

Wheatear:
17 on Holy Island on 12th was largest concentration (LGM). 3 at Samburgh on 18th all
belonged to Greenland Race (BRS).

Stonechat:
On 21st/22nd 1 at Bamburgh and 1 at Cresswell (KW).

Whincheat:
Prominent at coast on 10th/11th with 22 at Bamburgh (BKS) and 15 at South Shields (oM )

Redstert:
| few arrived on coast between 9th - 12th but no more than 4 at any one locality. On
18th, 1 at Bemburgh and 2 at Hauxley and on 27th, 4 on Holy Island (vH).

Blue Throat:
in adult male of white spotted form seen very close et Marsden Quarry on 11th (CML/FGG).

Hobins
A distinct arrivel on 25th/26th with 10 at Cresswell (CW) and 20 in Whitley Cemetery arca
(Fec).

Sedze Warbler:
Tast noted on &th with 2 in Gosforth Park (MRS).

/Icterine Warbler
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Icterine Warblexn:
1 trapped at Bamburgh on 10th (BRs).

Blackecap:
Coastel passage evident between 1lst - 21lst with 1 - 2 almost daily at Holy Island,
Bamburgh, Hauxley and Whitley Bay.

Barred Warbler: v
At Hauxley singles trapped on 3rd and 19th (HRS). 1 at Marsden Quarry on 1lth (1GG/FGG)
and 1 on Holy Island on 26th (MS).

Garden Werbler:
1 - 4 at Bamburgh, Hauxley and Marsden/Whitburn on 1llth, 18th/l9th,and 28th,

Whitethroat:
Detween 3rd - 11th, 1 - 2 at each of Bamburgh, Hauxley and Tynemouth. 8till Yat Hauxley
on 18th. )

Lesser Whitethroat:

1 at Fenhcm-le-Moor on 5th (BL).

Willow Warbler:

No records after 18th and only light passage noted.

Chiffchaff:
On 184h/19th 1 at Hauxley and 1 at Denton Burn (BG). On 27th/28th possibly 6 on Holy
Island (MH).

Goldcrest:
Coastal passage suggested by 6 at Bemburgh on 10th and 20th, up to 12 at Hauxley through-
out month and 4 at Scuth Shields on 15th (LGG et al).

Spotted Flycatcher:
Very light passage noted (1 - 4) noted all along cosst until 23rd,

Pied Flycatcher:

Distinctive arrivals noted between 9th - 12th with up to 8 at localities all along coast
between Holy Island and Marsden and again on 26th/27th when Holy Island attracted the mos?
with 10+ (MH et al) with 5 at Hauxley (HRS).

Meadow Pipit:
On 8th, 100 at Hauxley and 150 at St. Mary's (MH). On 26th/27th distinctive influxes
noted at Holy Island and Hauxley. On 18th, 80 at Wallsend Swallow (cu).

Tree Pipit:
9 on Holy Island on 14th (uJR).

Pied Wagtail:
% roost of 150 at Derwenthaugh on 3rd (LJM).

Grey Wagteil: ' :
‘way from breeding areas singles noted at Bamburgh (12th - 20th) and Seaton Sluice (5k ).

Yellow Wagtail:
Tast moted on 19th when 1 at Hauxley (HRS).

Red-backed Shrike:
in immature in Tynenouth on Brd/ﬂth and an adult fenmale on 8th/9th,(KGD/MH).

Goldfinch:
Some large flocks in allendale aree in nid-month with as many as 60 - 80 together (JiG).

/Siskin
gL



Siskin:
5> at Denton Burn on 16th (BG) and 7 at Halleypike on 25th (LGM).

Linnet:
300 on Holy Island on 26th - 29th and 400 at Hauxley by end of month (HRs). Still
fledglings in a late nest at Kibblesworth on 1lth (LIM).

I B
Brambling:

3 carly birds at Holy Island on 2Tth (M),

Lapland Bunting:
7n early record of 1 on Holy Island on 27th (MH).

LIST OF CONTRIBUTOKS:

C. M., ndamson. M. Henry. R. M, Palner.

e Blackett. M. Hodgson. J. D. Parrack.

T, K. Birkhead. J. Hargrave. 3. E. Pratcr.

W. Brady. I. Kerr, 4ie Je Richards.

F. Colley. P. Kelly. M, Skilleter.

P & I. Davidson. B. Little. M. R & E. L. Snith.

J. P. Deacon. E. Lobley. R. C. Tayloxr.

X. G. Dures. E. M. Lindsey. B, Unwin.

B & M., Etherington. B. Martin. G. Upteon.

B. Gelloway. B. R. Meek. K. Welton.

k., Grey. L. G. Maclarlanc. C. Ward.

F. G. Grey. J & R. McCutcheon. Hauxley and Bamburgh Ringing Stations.
L. G. Glass. J. D. McElwece. Whitburn Zird Observatory.
J. L. Ginnever. M. Nattrass.

411 October records to Brysn Gallowsy, 115 Scuthway, S. . Denton, Newcastle upon Tyne,
NE15 7 ED by 8 November please.

CLUB MEETING, THUKSDAY 11TH NOVEMDER 1971:

Guest speaker will be Mr. I. Willey on tintarctica! after spending 2 yesrs there recently.
His colour slides are really excellent. 7.30.p.m. prompt. Newc.stle University Medicel

School (opposite RVI main entrance).
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SemDyYyNESIDE BIRD CLUS

OCTOBER 1971 BULLETIN

SUMMARY
The two most significant periods of the month were 15th/16th and 23rd /28th.

On both occasions large scale arrivals of Continental Thrushes (sp) were recorded and
coincided with High air Pressure becoming established over S. Scandinavia.

Unfortunately arrivals of small migrants were virtually absent and the month was rather
disappointing in this respect, although the last week in the month saw the appearance of
wintering Shore Larks and Twite, and 2 Water Pipits were seen on Holy Island.

Seabirds were alsc moving on 25th/28th particularly Divers, Goldeneye and Mergansers and
the first Brent Geese were recorded moving off-shore at that time. Short-eared Owls
gseemed to suddenly increase after 23rd and an unusually large roose was located at Wallsc
Swallow.

During the first few days of the month Mallard, Teal and Wigeon were unusually plentiful
end by end of month Wigeon numbers secm to have reached last years record max, for Fenhar
Flats. '

Other interesting records included a few Gadwall,. 3 records of Phalaropes, & possible
Yellow Breasted Bunting and 3 'exotics', Snow Goose, Mandarin and Flamingo.

CLASSIFIED LIST

Diver (sp)

Unidentifiecd divers were regularly reported throughout month particularly from well
watched Hauxley and Yhitburn. 3Between 25th - 28th, when they appeared to be most restleco
35 § and 10 S off Whitburn (WBO et al).

Grezt Northern Diver:
On 24%h, 1 on sea off Seaton Sluice (BG/KW/H/) and off Whitburn 1 N. each day on 26th
and 28th (W30).

Red-throated Diver:

13 off Alnmouth on 24th (LGM/MN) and on 31st, 25 off Cresswell (GU). Between 24th -
31st, 1 on Cresswell Pond (MH/BEP/EHM). Up to 6 also noted off St. Mary's, mainly N.
between 4th - 16th (JDP).

Great Crested Grebe:

On 9th and again on 27th/28th 1 at Holy Island (KW/HW/TH). On 10th, 1 off Birling Carrs
(LGM/EN). On 25th, 1 off Seaton Sluice (JKJ) emA on 27th, 1 off Whitburn (Wi0). Inland:
1 at Gosforth from 10th - 18th (BG/GU), 1 at Hallington on 23rd (LGM/RY) end 2 at Colt
Crag on 17th - 23rd (LG/EL/WS).

lied-necked Grebe:
T at Holy Island on 9th (HW/KW) and again on 28th (TH) with 2 on 3lst (1G11/uN). 1 at
Bemburgh on 17th (LGM/®N).

Slavonian Grebe:
Between 23rd - 3lst, 1 or 2 scen regularly off Holy Island (TH/GU et al). On 30th, 2
off St. Mery's (JP/GU) and on 3lst, 1 off Bamburgh (HLII).

Little Grebe:

At least 15 at Holywell on 1%th (CED) and 14 at Broomlee on 16th. Up to 6 at the large
regervoirs at Derwent and Colt Crug between 20th - 27th suggested overland passage
(LGM/kN). Still on many waters at end of month.

Manx Shearwater:
1 N. off Heuxley on 12th (HiS) and 2 W. off St. Mary's on 16th (CU).

/Sooty Shearwater
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Sooty Shearwater:
3 N, off Hauxley on 13th (Hiis).

Fulmer:
1 off Farnes on 31st (ERM) was only record.

Gennet:
A fow moving N. off Seaton Sluice on 10th and 23 off Bamburgh on 30th (AB1 /1)

Cormorants:
On 23rd when 20 flew S. off Hauxley (HKRS), 1 arrived at Whittle Dene (Paul ID et al).

derons

Up to 4 noted from many localities but immigration was suggested by 3 W over Seaton Sluice
on 17th (B & ME/ ABl et al) with 5 there on 31st (107) and 9 on Farnes on same day (Eidf).

7 near sothsl on 8th (LGM) were also unusual.

Flamingo:
1 flying NBover Ked kow on 3rd was probably the bird scen last month in the N, of
Northumberland (BG).

Mallard:

Some large concentrations for so early in Winter, coinciding with eerly arrival of Wigeon
on Fenham Fletse Between 11th - 25th, 300 - 650 in Gosforth Park (BG/GU et al),'on 16th
530 on the Northumbrian Loughs (LGM), on 9th and 20th, 420 on Derwent (EN), on 16th, 300
at Capheaton (CMA) and on 23rd, 430 at Colt Crag (LGM). 100 - 200 =t Vhittle Dene most
of month (J & HMcC et al). Offshore, 200 off Seaton Sluice on 24th (AB1 et al) and 350
off Bamburgh on 3lst (JMB/CL).

Teal:

Agein numbers were unusually high for October. On 3rd, 400 at Holborn Moss (CW) and 300 i
Budle Bay (LGM/JH), between loth - 17th, 120 - 180 at Holywell Ponds (CED), between 10th -
24th, 250 - 300 at Gosforth (BG et al) and on 9th, 166 at Derwent (RN on 3leky HE oL
Farnes (EiM).

Gadwalls
Up to 4 (2 pairs) =t Gosforth from 10th - 3lst (BGAMH/GU et al). A female on Toly Islend
from 13th - 3lst (JMB/B & TH et al). 1 at Holywell on 16th CIP

Wigeon:

At lesst 10,000 at Fenham Flats on 3rd had increased to 20,000 by 31lst (BEG/LGM/ERM et &al).
Unusually early for such large numberst Elsewhere 400 - 450 at Broomlee Lough on 16th -
30th (LGM), 115 at Derwent on 9th (i) and 50 - 70 at Gosforth from 2nd - 31st (KW et al).
A few moving N. on several days with 100 H. off Waitburn on 26th being largest count.

Pintail:

82 at Holburn Moss on 17th (LGH/MN/CW) shows that this species is continuing to increasc
as o Winter visitor to the N. of Worthumberland. Also up to 30 noted on Fenham Flats aftex
2rd (BG/EHM) and 20 in Budle Bay by 31st (EM). 6 at Gosforth on 10th increased to 12 -
14 by 25th (BG/MH/GU et &1). 1 at Derwent on 27th (kN).

Shoveler:

Un to 80 at Gosforth Purk during month decreasing to 23 by 27th (MES/BG et al)., 10 at
Seaton Burn on 10th (CW), 7 at Grindon on 30th (AJk), 4 at Holywell on 3lst (J & RMcC), 2
at Holy Island on 2nd, 1 at Ryal on 16th (CMs) and 1 N. off Heuxley on 26th (HKHS) .

Mandarin:
A drake ot Holburn Moss on 17th (LGM/RIT).

Scaup:

0 N, over Fenhem Flats on 3rd (BG/EK) and 20 off Alnmouth on 26th (ELII) when 3 N. off
Woitburn (W3G). Singles noted in imble on 2nd (Hits), off Hauxley on 10th/12%h, ‘ak
Washington on 16th (RN), at Derwent on 2Uth (K¥) and at Alnmouth on 24th (LGM/MN).

/Tufted Duck
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Tufted Duck: Z
89 on the Northumbrian Loughs on 16th (LGM) was largest count but 69 £t Hallington on 23rd
and 45 =t Holywell on 17th and 30th (CED). TUp to 40 on 5 other waters.

Pochard:

94 in Northumbrian Loughs irea on 16th/17th (LGM/LJM). TUp to 50 at Gosforth for most of
month (BG/MH/GU et al) and Holywell showed a mex. of 60 on 16th (GU/CED). 37 at
Capheaton on 23rd (LGH), 30 at Vhittle Dene on 17th (LJM), =nd 40 ot Derwent -on 9th and
14th (HY/RG et al). 20 S at St. Mary's on 16th (np).

Goldeneye: i _

on 3rd, 10 at Fenham Flats (LGM/JH), on 10th, 2 at Holywell increasing to 5 on'13th (CED),
on 13th, 22 N. at Hauxley (HkS) with 8 at Chevington next day (RT/TKB). By 16th they
appeared quite widespread and during subsequent week up to 9 were noted on many waters witl
25 at Derwent on 23rd (MII). Betwsen 25th - 28th a total of 155 . off Hauxley and
Whitburn whilst 75 were on sea off Alnmouth on 26th (EIQ/HRS/VBO).

Long-tailed Duck:

On 12th, 1 S off Hauxley (ERS), on 16ti, 1 at amble (J & KMcC), on 25th, 18 'S 'off Holy
Islend and 6 there next day (3 & TH). Also 4 N. off Whitburn on 25th (WB0) and 3 S off
Bamburgh on 31st (LGIi). :

Velvet Scoter: - -
Off St. Mary's 3 N. on 4th, 2 N. on 13th and 2 F. on 1l6th (JDP). Off Whitburn 2 N. on
16th (JDP). Off Whitburn 2 N. on 25th, and 7 N. and 1 S. on 26th (WB0).

Common Scoter:

76 N. off Whitburn on 25th end 110 there on 26th (WB0). 20 off Chevington on ldth (TiB/LT
and up to 10 off 3 other points. .in snusuel inland record of a female at Derwent on 27th
(1),

Eider:
2 count of 207 at Amble on 16th (J & RMcC).

Red-breasted Merganscr: g

On 3rd and again on 24th, 60 - .70 off koss. On the latter occasion all were in one flock
and only 4 adult drakes were apparent (LGM/PK). Up to 10 were regulorly seem in this area
throughout month whilst further S they were only numerous in a movement on 25th/26th when
a total of 31 W. off Hauxley/Whitburn.

Gocsander:

A quiet month for this species. 2 at “ark on 5th, 3 at Whittle Dene on 23rda (P & ID/HW)
when 8 at Derwent (BL/MH), 1 N at Heuxley on 24th (ilus), 1 at ktal on 29th (CL) and 10 at
Greenlee on 30th (LGM).

Shelduck:

Only 12 on Fenham Flats on 3rd had increased to 106 by 29th (SG/EBM). The Bulle Bay flock
incressed from 15 on 3rd to 91 by 17th and 140 by 3lst (LGI). TUp to 5 per day noted moving
offshore, mainly ¥. off Hauxley, St. Mary's Wnitburn on 16th, 25th, 28th and 30th.

Grey Geese (sp):
?5 W. over Wooler on 3rd JKJ) when 35 S over Hexham (EL) and 100 S over Woddhorn on 11th
per BL).

Grey Lag Goose:

On *rd, 1 on Fenham Flats (BG/ERM) and 1 § off Seaton Sluice (B & ME), On 17th, 60 =70
at Holburn loss/Fenham Flats (LGM/PK) when 57 at Hallington (RG/W3/EL).  On 25th, 40 at
Millfiela (CL) and on 26th, 114 at Fontburn and at least 300 at Holburn Moss (oMA).

Pink-footed Gooses
1 in Budle Day on 17th (LGM/IN).

/Snow Goose



Snow _Goose:
1 still at Fenham Flats on 3rd and 17th (LGM/JH).

Brent Goose: ; J ; ;
OFf Wnhitburn 7 Y. on 25th and 35 N on 26th (WBO). 5 on Fenham Flits on 28th were all 'pale
breasted! (TH) end 1 at Seahouses on 31lst (BL).

Barnacle Goose: ) :

An interesting correlation was noted on 10th when 14 passed 8. off Newton,- Amble and Secton
Sluice only to return N and land on Cresswell Pond. Later.on same day 1 was on Holy

Islsnd und = further 24 came in over Seaton gluice. 1 was still on Cresswell Pond on 1lth

and on 16th, 28 S at Seaton Sluice. On 23rd, 1 at Whittle Dene.

Canada Goose:
A max. of 52 at Hallington on 23rd (LGM/RG et al).

Whooper owan:

Pirst noted on 2nd when 1 at Washington (k). By 9th, 15 at Holy Island (KW) and 11 et
Broomlee (EiM). On 12th, 76 at Holy Island (c), where they increased to 200 by 25th

(Td et al); and 5 'S over Hyton (J & RMcC). Tae Holywell birds were first noted on 13th
when 11 were seen (CED) and by 31st, 46 were present (J & RMeC et al). On 14th, 2 at
Derwent (HC et al) and by 16th, 52 were et Droomlee Lough with as nany.as 88 there by 30th
(1G11). 4fter 17th smell flocks were widespread throughout area.

Bewick's Dwan:
On 23rd, 2 at Wing tes (LGM/RN/CW) end 3 at Derwent (vH).

Mute Swan:
Getherings of up to 13 ot Killingworth (FC) rnd 9 at Broomlee.

Buzzard:
T in allendnle on lst snd 5th (KG/EL). On 2nd, 4 in Kyloe Hills (CL) end 1 ot Motergnte
(ID). On 8th, 1 in Plessey Woods (LGM) #nd during first weck 1 at Alwinton (BL).

Sparrow Hawk:
neported from 12 widely scattered localities. Singles at hamburgh on 3rd, 27th end 30th
(31S) end ~t Craster on 9th (KW) may have been on passage. I

Peregrine:

1 &t Killingworth on 27th (JDMcE) end remains of Partridge were found closec to a perch.
Single falcons S off Seaton Sluice on 3rd (B & ME/HW) end off Whitburn on 4th mey have
been Peregrines.

Merlin: :
1 &t Whitburn on 4th (WB0), 1 «t Holy Islond on 12th (cW) 1 =t Seaton Sluice on 20th (mw)
and 1 ¢t Holywell on 23rd (CiD).

Kestrel:
Considered by & number of observers to be very cormon throughout area in October (LGM/MN/
LIM et al). ' :

Water Keail:
1 found donad &t Heuxley on 17th (HRS), 2 - 3 calling in Gosforth Prrk on 24th <nd 31st
(3G) end 1 .t Fenhom 1411 on 29th (ERM).

Coot: P

430 at Seaton Burn on 10th (CW) increasing to 550 by 24th (GU). 540 st Broomlec on 16th
increased to 610 by 30th (LGM). On 23rd, 76 =t Hertburn and 84 &b Sweethope while 70
were ot Holywell for most of month (LGM/CED).

Qystercatcher:
Counts of 750 on Black Law, Holy Islend on 3rd, (LGM/JH) 100 at Cresswell on 4th (LJM)
and mex. 200 at St. Mery's on 23rd (B & ME).

/Lﬁpwing:
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Lapwing:
Only 2 counts received; 1000+ in Budle Bay on 3rd (LGH/JH) and 610 at Derwent Reservoir
on 9th (&N).

hinged Plover:
78 at Hoss on 3rd (LGM/JH).

Grey Plover:
70 on Fenhem Flats on 3rd (LGM/JH). On Tth, 2 N. at St. Mary's (JDP), on 10th, 1 on

Coquet Estuary (JIHS) end on 14th, 1 .t Chevington (TEB/RT).

Golden Plover:

Max. counts were 2000 in Budle Bay on 9th (KW et &1)., 1000 et Whittle Dene all month
(JSB et al), 700 «t Druridge on 17th (3EP), 400 on Fenhenm Fluts on 31lst (LGM/JH), 350
in Allendale on 19th (RG et al) and 240 on Holy Island on 31st (JMB).

Turnstones:
Gatherings of up to 75 from all along coast.

Common Snipe:

94 &t Whittle Dene on 3rd (Js3), 80 -t Cresswell on 9th (Exdf) and 62 at Derwenthaugh on
River Tyne on 17th (LJM). That many of these sre immigrants is suggested by singles
arriving from the E. «t Hauxley, St. Mary's and Farnes betwecn 12th - 3lst.

Jack Snipe:
1 at Warkworth on 10th (LGM/TH), 1 at Alnmouth on 24th (ERM) and 1 at innstead on 27th

(B&S).

Woodcock:
Singles in Wellsend on 13th and 27th (JS3), on Holy Island on 26th/27th/30th (B & TH), end
at Bamburgh on 27th (3its).

Curlew:
250 in Budle Bay on 3rd was by far largest count (LGM/JH).

Black-tailed Godwit:
1 in budle Bay on 6th and 10th (LJM/CL) and 3 there on 3lst (B & ME).

Ber-tailed Godwit:
200+ on Fenham Fleots on 31lst (LGM).

Green SandpipeX:
At least 1 at Whittle Dene all month but 4 there on 26th (WGJ et 81). A late, or winter-
ing bird, at Alnmouth on 25th (ERM).

Redshank: ‘
600+ on Fenhen Flots on 3rd (Edi/3G) and next day 80 at Cresswell (LJM). On l6yh, 154 at
Amble and 130 at .lnmouth (J & 1McC). 76 at St. Mury's on 24th (JDMcE).

Spotted Hedshank:
1 on Fenham Flats on 3rd (BG/EXM/LGM) and 3 in Budle Bay on 30th (BxS).

Greenshank:

Several rother late records. 9 on Fenham Flats on 3rd with 1 there on 17th and 31lst
(LGM/EIM). 6 on Holy Islend on 3rd (GU) could have béen different birds. 4 on Budle Bay
on 30th (4B1/LS), 1 at Bothal on 2nd (BEP) and 1 et Alnmouth on 17th and 24th (LaM/JH).

Knot:
500+ on Fenhan Flats on 23rd (GU) and 250 at St. Mary's on 31st (BG).

Purple Sandpiper:
On 3lst, 50 at Bamburgh (LGM/IN/CW) and 60 at St. Mery's (BG).

/Dunlin
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Dunlin:
1000+ on Fenham Flats on 3rd (BG) and 3lst (B & ME)., Up to 100 at fmble and alnmouth
(J & iMcC). 3 at Whittle Denc on 23rd and 1 at Grindon on 30th (LGM).

Sanderling:
T4 at S5t. Mary's by end of month (3 & ME et al). Elsewhere no more then 30,

Ruff:

On 2nd, 1 on Holy Islond with 3 there on 3rd and 1 remaining until 31st (7 & RMCC/TH/CW et
al) while 6 were in Budle Bay, 1 remaining until 30th. alsc on 2nd, 5 at Washington (KW)
end next day 1 at Heuxley (HRS). On 16th, 5 on Coquet Estuory (J & RMcC), on 23rd, 1 at
Whittle Dene (KW) and on 30th, 1 at Washington (k).

Grey Phalarope:

T in suble Harbour on 2lst (HRS). One on sea 5 miles off Holy Island on 6th was probably
e Grey whilst 3, resting briefly on sea off Senton Sluice on 24th (KVW) were also not
specifically identified.

arctic Skuas
Up to 6 ncted elmost daily off many points throughout menth.

Great Skua:

On 3rd, 1 N. off Dunsterburgh (IK) and 1 S off Secton Sluice (4B1/HV). On 9th, 3 S. off
St. Mory's (JDP). On 16th, 1 S. off Scaton Sluice (KW). On 24th, 1 et Tynemouth (3P)
and at Whitburn 4 on 25th and 1 N. on 28th (WB0).

Pomerine Skua:
T S. off St. Mery's on 16th (EiM) end 1 M. off Whitburn on 24th (3U).

Great Black-backed Gull:
An interesting observation of 1 being pulled under water off Seaton Sluice during month

(HW) .

Lesser Black-backed Gull:
T fow scattered records with last being 1 at Grecnlee Lough on 30th and 2 in Budle Bay on
31t (LGH et al).

Herring Gull:
A gathering of 1000 adults near Emblcton on 17th (LGM/EH),

Common Gull:
Concentrations of 300 - 500 at .lnmouth between 16th - 26th (ELM) and 1000 at Whittle
Dene on 23rd (LGM).

Glzucous Gull:

On 17th, 1 off Seaton Sluice (Abl et a2l), on 18th, 2 N. off 5t. Mury's with 1 K. there
on 21st (JDP), on 24th 1 S. at 3irling Carrs and on 3lst, 1 at innste«d (BRS). 4 most
unusucl record of 1 at Whittle Dene on 23%rd (KW). s1l but that on 17th were immatures.

Little Gull:
1 2t Holywell on 16th (JP), 1 ¥. off Holy Island on 28th (B & TH) and 2 S at Seuton Sluice
on 30th (JP).

Kittiwake:
120/hr N, off Hauxley on 13th (iiS).

'Commic' Terns:
4 few strasilers reported throughout month and still 1 off Whitburn on 31lst.

Roseate Tern:
5 very lete birds off Whitley Bay on 30th (JP).

Sendwich Tern:
9 records for October with 1 off Cresswell on 3lst being lest (BEP et al).

g /Little Tern



Little Tern:
Late rccords of 2 off Tynemouth on 2nd (Mr & ELS) and 1 off Seeton Sluice on 17ta (K.

Auks (sp):
Southerly movements noted on 17th off Seaton Sluice (c40) and off Holy Island on 28th
(48 S. in 5 nminutes). : :

Little suk:
Singles off Seaton Sluice on 16th, 17th and 3lst (V).

Stock Dove:
Flock of 40 near Bardon Mill on 30th (LGM).

Ccllared Dove:
&4 young bird still in a nest at Benton on 31st (FC) and flocks of 150 at Holywell on 27th
(per BL).

Barn Owl:

Noted at Radcliffe, Hauxley, North Shields and Walkergate. 1 on Holy Island on 31st (CL)
invites speculation as to its origin. 4s lute as 14th, 3 young ond 2 ¢ggs were in a nest
in Sunderlsnd. Only 1 young remained on 28th but because of excessive disturbance by
builders it was removed &nd is now being cared for (BU).

Little Owl:
Noted at Killingworth (JDMcE).

Short-eared Owl:

Except for 2 at St. Mary's on 9th (JDP) and 5 at Wallsend Swallow on 16th (BEP) all

records occurred after 23rd with singles at Holy Island, Fenham Mill, ‘mble, Hauxley,
Cresswell, Holywell, Killingworth and Marsden., Most werc probably immigrants. Unconfirmed
reports have been reccived of a roost of 16 at Wallsend Swallow late in month.

Swift:
Sinslo late birds at Seston Sluice on 9th (JP) and 1 at Hauxley on 12th (HLES).

Kingiisher:
Singles noted at Whittle Dene on 23rd (P & ID/HW) and at Hallington at ¢nd of month (per
BG) .

Green Woodpecker:
Noted &t Kyloe end in College Valley (CL).

Great Spotted Woodpecker:
Noted =t Ford and .keld (CL) and at Wallington (IK).

Skylark: -

Coastal passage noted on several days but particularly noticeable efter 25th when up to 100
?n Holy Island (TH), several hundred 5 at Hauxley (iLis) end a few hundred N. off “hitburn
WB0). -

Shore Lark:
On 24%th, 1 at Seaton Sluice (JKJ) and 3 at Whitburn where 9 were present by 3lst (xv/JP).

Swallows

Still sidespread until sbout 23rd with & steady S. passagc on 17th. Still 2 at Hothbury
on 28th, 2 on Holy Islend on 29th (CL) and 1 S at Fenhen Flats on 3lst (B & ME) when 1
at Marsden (JP).

House Martin:
Still 1 at Whitburn on 31st (JP).

Jooded Crow:
T - 2 on Holy Island on 28th - 3lst (ERM/TI).

/Great Tit
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Great Tits
1 - 2 on Holy Island from 17th - 3lst (LGM et al).

Dlue Tit:

Prominent in unusuel coastal localities all month with up to 12 on Holy Island (B & TH/JMB)
up to 35 at Bamburgh (BES), up to 30 at Hauxley (HRS) end 3 in from E at Whitburn on 25th
(WBO).

Coal Tit:
Tp to 2 at Heuxley until 17th (His), 6 at Bamburgh on 24th (BiS) and 1 at Denton Burn on
ond (BG) were in unusual localities.

Iong-tailed Tit: .
7 at Damburgh on 30th were unusual (BRS).

Nuthatch:
Noted ot Wallington (B & ME/BEP) near Acomb (BG), and near Whickham (P & ID).

Wren:
Considered to be unusually abundent on Holy Island after 13th (3 & TH/CLO).

Migtle Thrush:
1 - 2 on Holy Island on 23rd - 27th (per JDP).

Fieldf.re/Redwing:

The heaviest errivals were noted on 15th/16th at Holy Island and Holywell (C¥/3G) (mainly
Redwings) and on 16th large numbers of Fieldfares moving 8. in illendale (4d%); and on
2%rd when thousands (nainly Fieldfares) were arriving all along coastline between Berwick
and Whitburn, Fieldfures were also noted moving S. in large numbers over central
Northumberlend between 23rd - 26th (LGM/BGAM et al).

Ring Ouzel:

3 on Holy Island on 15th (CW) and 2 there between 23rd - 2bth (per JDP).

Song Thrush:
Ve cormon in Holywell Dene on 16th (BG).

Bleckbird:

arrivals were most conspicuous on 3rd (150 in Whitley Cemctery) on 13th (400 on Holy
Islend), on 23rd (several hundred all along coast), and between 27th - 29th (prominent
on Holy Island, at Hauxley and at Gosforth Park). ‘

Wheatear:
-8till & few present carly in month even as far inlend es Housesteads (Tth). Singles still
at Hauxley on 235rd and 29th and on Holy Island on 23rd.

Stonechat:
1 - 2 noted at Bumburgh, Beadnell, Lynemouth and Hauxley.

Redstart:
Alzobe bird at Whitley Cemetery on 24th (JDP).

Black Redstart:
% male on Holy Island on 29th (EHM/CL/TH).

Robin:
Suggestions of small scale arrivals ot Craster and Hauxley on 2nd/3rd and on Holy Island
on 13th (IK/CW et al).

Blackcap:

Up to 3 noted at typical coastal points between Holy Island and Tynemouth between 2nd -
12th and 23%rd - 30th. Totul of 5 different birds trapped near Ponteland on 12th, 20th and
29th/50tn provided an interesting correlation with coastal movements (WGJ).

/Garden Warbler
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Garden Warbler:
Late birds at Hauxley on 2nd and on Holy Island on 12th (CW).

Lesser wiltethroat:
on 13th, 1 at Hauxley and 1 on Holy Island (HRS/CW).

Willow/Chiff: -
Unidentified birds noted at Watergate on 2nd (P & ID), at Whitley Cemetery on Ath (EiM)
and on Holy Islend on 23rd, 25th and 29th (B & TH/CL). '

Chiffchaff: _

Singles at Blaydon on 9th, at Hauxley on 12th, at Morpeth on 24th and at Bellingham-on
25th (BL/HRS). 1 on Farnes on 3lst was thought to belong to one of the N or E races
(ERM/JHA). - R i

Goldcrest: el . :
= distinot influx noted at Holy Island (B & TH), at dauxley (HuS) and at Bamburgh' (BRS)
on 26th/27th with 30 - 40 at each locality. : :

Pied Flycatcher:
& late bird on Holy Island on 27th (per JDP).

Dunnock:
o influx of 20 on Holy Island on 13th (CW).

Water Pipit: :
> watoned Feeding with other pipits on Holy Island on 26th (B & TH).

Pied Wagbail:
Flock of 40 in Blyth Cemectery on 17th (3G).

Groey Wegteils '
Witespread with singles noted as fur apart as Holy Island (3ra), Wallsend Park (211 tionth),
Newcastle City Centre (15th end 26th) and nesr Stanley (all month). :

Storling: : c
i, few arriving from E at St. Mary's on 16th (3G/EXI) and at Holy Island on 31t (LGM)+ -+
Rsost of 30,000 near Seshouses on 26th (Chs)

Goldfinch:
Wiacspread, with 30 near Cambo on 17th (BEP) being lurgest flock.

Twite:

Prouises to be another good Winter with 24 on Hoss Links on 24th (LJR), 9 at Alnmouth on
25th (ExM), 4 at Bamburgh and 12 in Budle Bzy on 30th (BRS) and 20 on Holy Island 29th -
31st (MB/CL/per JDP). '

Brambling:

First noted on 13th with singles on Holy Island (MH) end ot Hauxley (#i5).  On 15th, 1 at
Killingworth (JDMGE) and thereafter up to 3 at widely scattered localities between Holy
Island, Wallington and Lynemouth. 20 on Ioly Tsland on 23%rd (TH) was largest reported
influx.

Yellow-breasted Bunting:
Wnat might h.ve been a bird of this species was secn at Vhitburn on 3rd (MS).

Snow Bunting:

1 at whitburn on 3rd (118) and after 16th up to 5 noted at Lloss, Banburgh, ilnmouth,
Hauxley end Seaton Sluice. By 31st, 25 at Scahouses (JEd). 2 well inland at Wingates
on 23rd (LGM).

/House Sparrow
9.



House bparrow:
Consting S. ot Heuxley on 24th (HRS).

Tree Sparrows
"1 least 40 ot Killingworth on 15th (JDMcE) and quite common at Hauxley on 25th - 27th
(HES).

511 Noveunber records to Bryan Galloway, 115 Southway, S W Denton, Newecastle upon Tyne
NE15 7RD by 8th December 1971 pleases

LIST OF CONTRIBUTOLS:

C. M. andamson. W. G. Johnson. J.. Do Parrack.

ie DBlackett. J. K. Jefferey. B. E. Prater.

T. k. Birkhead. I. Kerr. J. Phillips.

W. Brady. P. Kelly. A. J. Richards.

J. M. Bayldon. ; B. Little. M., Skilleter.

F. Colley. E. Lobley. M. R & E. L. Snith.

P & 1 Davidson. C. Lowe. R, C. Taylor.

K. G, Dures. E. R. Meek. 3. Unwin.

B & M Btherington. L. G. MacFarlane. G. Upton.

B. Galloway. J & H. McCutcheon. K. %Walton.

R. Grey. L. J. Milton. H, Wilson.

M. Henry. J. D. McElwee. . C. -Ward,

J. Hargrave. M. Nattrass. Hauxley and Bamburgh Kinging
J. Hind. R. Norman. Stetions.

M. L., Hasszll. ‘ D5 Park. Whitburn Bird Observatory.
B & T, Hallam, H. M., Palmer.

CLUB MEETING, THUsSDAY 9TH DECEMBER 1971:

Mr Brian Little will be guest spesker and will present an illustrated lecture on some of
the bird life in austria and Turkey. 7.30.p.m. prompt. Newcastle University Medical
School (opposite RVI main entrance).

SOLWLY THIP:

It hes been decided to postpone this trip until late February or early March because of
increasing difficulty in being able to sec Barnacle Geesc on Caerlaveroch Reserve, also
hours of day light will be longer and Pink Feet will be in large numbers in late
February. Details will ‘appear in the Deécember Dulletin.

MEMBERSHIP:
411 annual subscriptions (£1.50p) aré now overdue.  Jny outstanding, should be sent to

J. Orton, 25 Lindale .venue, Whickham, Newcastle upen tyne otherwise this will be the
last bulletin sent to non-paid up members.



TYNESIDE BIRD CLUSB.

WOVEMBER 1971 BULLETIN.
SUMMARY ..

November was a month of predominantly W, NW, or N winds as a series
of depressions tracked E. across the N. Atlantic, and in a few cases
N. England. It was during the latter conditions, between 6th -
13th that movements were most apparent with sea birds, mainly
Goldeneye moving offshore, Jack Snipe and Woodcock arriving with a
few Thrushes and the first of the Waxwings.

The remainder of the month was rather indifferent but very stormy
conditions on 21st made accurate counting of waterfowl, during The
Club outing, almost impossible. The results have not as yet been
fully analysed but the tabulated data will be published with the
December Bulletin. -

Records of special interest during the month included Black
Necked Grebe, Storm Petrel, large concentration of Grey Lags, an
inland Brent Goose, large numbers of Whooper Swans, an inland
Grey Plover, three Phalaropes, an Iceland Gull, Little Auks,
Short Eared Owls, Waxwings and Twite.

CLASSIFIED LIST.

Diver (sp):
A distinct movement N. on 13th/14th when a total of 29 were
noted off Seaton Sluice (HW/XW).

Black Throated Diver:
On 13th/14th 3 N. off Seaton Sluice (XW) -

Great Northern Diver:

On 6th 1 N. off &t. Mary's (JDP), on 13th 1 N. of Annstead (BRS),
on 20th 1 off Bamburgh (HW/KW) and on 21lst 2 off Holy Island
(BG/AJR et. al).

Red Throated Diver:
Wost significant movement outisde 13th/14th occurred on 6th/7th
when 12 N. off St. Mary's (JDP).

Great Crested Grebe:
5 at Colt Crag on 14th (RG/WB/EL) and 2lst.

Red Necked Grebe:
5 N. off 8%. Mary's on 10th (JDP) and 1 off Holy Island on 21st
(BG/AJR).

Slavonian Grebe:
1 off Holy Island on 7th (RCT/TRB) and 3 in the Skate Road off
Ross on 27th (GU).

Black Necked Grebe;
T on the Tyne at Tynemouth on 28th (NJP).

Little Grebe:

T decrease since October being noted on only 5 lakes/ponds and
5 yivers. 5 on the Tyne between Corbridge - Hexham was largest
concentration. At the coast 1 off Holy Island on 2lst CBG?AJR
et. al) and 1 in Amble Harbour on 28th (MLH).

/Storm Petrel.



Storm Petrel:
On 14th (approx.) 1 brought in alive on board a ship at North
Shields but died 2 days later. (per MH).

Manx Shearwater:
T rather late bird N. off Seaton Sluice on 2lst (KW) .

Sooty Shearwater:
Tnother late record with 1 N. off Seaton Sluice on 14th (HW).

Gannet:

Only o record; an immature off Bamburgh on 14th flying S. (MLH).

Cormorant:

Seems 1o be occurring with increasing regularity inland with 1 at
Holywell on 12th (BEP) and 4 there on 28th (CED), and 1 at
Sweethope on 21lst (IHA). Also noted on the Tweed as far upstream
as Kelso and on the Tyne as far up as Corbridge. ‘Also 1 flew
over Gosforth Park on 14th (ERM). 84 passed N. off Whitburn on
the evening of 6th making for the roost on Marsden Rock (BU).

Shag:
92 N. off Bamburgh on 27%h (GU) and an unusual record of 1 over
Holywell Ponds on 14th (CED).

Heron:

Sti1l widespread in small numbers. Derwent, 12 on 10th (RN).
Greenlee, 12 on 21st (RA/LGM) and Coquet Estuary, 6 on 27th (MN)
attracted the largest numbers.

Mallard:

Wax. counts in excess of 200 were as follows; at Swinhoe 300 on
14th (MH), at Holywell 250 on 12th and 20th (BMn/MN), at Gosforth
650 on 24th (ERM%, at Colt Crag 800 on 1l4th (RG/WB/EL) at Capheaton
400 on 13th (CMA) at Whittle Dene 450 on 21lst (IHA et. al) and at
Derwent 500 on 18th (RG/WB/EL). Roosting flocks on the sea were
noted off Budle (300 at end of month) and Seaburn (160 on 17th).

Teal:

700 at Gosforth on 1lst and still 300 there on 15th was by far the
largest gathering (GU) although 200+ were at Holburn Moss on 28th
(ILGNM/RN). 145 were.on Holy Island on 28th (LGM/RN), 100+ at

Colt Crag on 13th (GU) and 70-80 were noted at Washington on 6th
(RN) and at Holywell on 20th and 27th (CED).

Gadwall:

Still 4 at Gosforth Park until 8th (LGM/GU) although 1 female had
been replaced by a male. On 21lst 1 at Broomlee (LGM) and 2 at
Oresswell (per BU) whilst on 26th 1 on Holy Island (JMB) .

Wigeon:

Totimates of up to 9000 (on 14th) received from Fenham Flats areca
(MLE/BG/GU). Up to 443 at Broomlee Tough on 13th and 21s% (LGM)
whilst Derwent had attracted 228 by 10th (RN). Max. at Gosforth
was 100 on 1st (GU) and 56 at Hallington on 14th (RG/WB/EL). Up
to 40 noted at several other waters. Off Seaton Sluice 113 N.

on 13%h with another 80 on the sea (KW)

Pintall:

T/ on Sudle Bay on 13th (BRS) and c.30 at Holburn Moss on 28th
(LGI/RN) . Present at Gosforth Park all month with a max. of 8 on
14th {ERM et. al). At Washington 1 on 2nd (PK), at Druridge

1 on 14th (RN) and at Swinhoe 1 on 14th (MLH).

_ o - /Shoveler.



Shoveler:

Max.  of 50 at Gosforth on 14th (ERIM) and still 24 5a P, B
Hoselaw, just over N.W. Bordcr, ol 21st. (M§/CW). On 13th 1 at
Capheaton (CMA) and 1 at Derwent (J.& R. McC), -on 14th 6 on the
cen off St. Mary's (BG) and on 28th 2 at Shield on the Wall.

Scaup:
*f Seaton Sluice/St. Mary's, 36 N. on 6th, 14 N. on 7th, 1 N. on
13th and 2 N. on 21lst (JDP/LGM/KW). In addition 4 N. off Whitburn

on 9th (WBO).

Tufted Duck: :

Only 4 counts in excess of 50; 65 at Holywell on 20th (CED), 61
at Sweethope on 21st when 137 at Whittle Dene (IHA) and 75 at
Gosforth on 27th (LGM).

Pochard:

Counts in excess of 25 were noted on 13th with 50 at.Capheaton
(GU) and 36 at Derwent - also.on 10th - (RN/J.&R.McC), 26 at
Holywell on 20th was max. there for November (CED).

Goldeneye: , ' -
Tost conspicuous during offshere passage, when on 6 days between
6th-13th a total of 627 countcd N. off Alnmouth/Seaton Sluice/
St. Mary's/Whitburn, with a pcak of 222 on 10th (JDP/LGM/KW/WBO
et. al). Also 40 N. on 21st (GU/KW). MNost significant inland
concentrations also occurred during this same period with 12 at
Gosforih on T7th (LGM), 24 at Derwent on 10th (RN), 13 .at Whittle
Dene on 11th (BMn) and on 13th, 10-20 at each of Hartburn,
Capheaton, Hallington and Colt Crag (¢U). Also 35 over Belsay
on 28th (ERM). :

Long Tailed Duck: _
Promincn), during offshore passage between 6th-10th when 26 N..off-
St. Mery's/Whitburn (JDP/WBO). On Tth 1 off Alnmouth (BG/ERM)

and by 13th 40 off Bamburgh (BRS) with 12 off Holy Island on 218t
(BG/AJR). - On 21st 3 N. off Scaton Sluice (GU/KW/HW). ' A very
interesting inland record of 2 on the R. Till near BEtal on 6th/7th
(per CJL). '

Velvet. Scoter:

On 7th up to 5, mainly N., off St. Mary's, Seaton Sluice and
Whitburn. On 21lst 5 N. off Seaton Sluice (GU/KW) and on 27th 2
off Ross (GU).

Common Scoter: ‘ ) ‘
Only reported off Cresswell (10 on 28th) and off St. Mary's
(11 on 7th). ;8 :

Bider:
Max. concentration was 300 on Black Law, Holy Island on 21lst
(BG/AJR et. al).

Red Breasted Merganser:

30 off Foiy Island on 21st (BG/AJR et. al) whilst 7 N. off Seaton
Sluice on 2lst (XKW) was largest count S. of Bamburgh. A rare
inland occurrence was that of a female at Gosforth Park between
8th-27th being joined by a male on 17th (GU/MW et. ke dos

Googander:

77 ot Grocnlee on 21st (IGHM) was largest flock but 40 noted at
Birgham, R. Tweed on same day (ERM) when 18 at Derwent (RN),
Outside this period 14 at Colt Crag on 13th (GU), 17 at Hexham on
14th (LGM) and 19 on R.Till near Ford on 19th (CJL). A female at
Cosforth on 7th (LGM/MN) was unusual whilst a male was on Cresswell
Pond on 21st (per BU). /Shelduck.

-3=



Shelduck: _ .
300+ on the Lindisfarne Reserve after 2lst (BG/IK/GU. et. &l). Return
assage after moult was suggested by 1 at Derwent 2nd - 21st

RG/RN et. al), 5 N. off Cresswell on 6th and 6 N. off Seaton
Sluice on 13th (XKW), 3 at Whittle Dene on 1lth (BMn), and 1 at
Whittle Dene on 21st (IHA et. al).

Grey Lag Goose: !

Two large counts, 1100 at Sprouston on 21st, and 1240 at Holburn
Moss on 28th may have involved the same birds (CW/LGM/MN/RN et. al).
Largest counts away from this area were 100 at Hartburn on 13th

and 28th (per ERM) and 88 at Colt Crag on 13th/14th (RG/GU et. al).
Up to 25 at many other widely scattered localities.

White Fronted Goose:
T at Holywell Ponds on 13th (MJP).

Pink Footed Goose:
On 14th 3 N. over Bamburgh (BRS) and 6.S. over Ellington (RN) .

Brent Goose:

8 . off 5%t. Mary's on 10th (JDP) and by l4th 60 on Fenham Flats
where they increased to 250 by 2lst (MLH/BG). Still 250 there on
28th (IGM). A dark breasted bird at Holywell Ponds from 20th
until end of month (CED/CST/MN et. al).

Canada Goose:
50+ at Colt Crag on 13th/l4th (RG/WB/EL et. al).

Mute Swan:
185+ in Berwick Harbour on 21st (ERM).

Whooper Swan:

190 at Holy Island on 6th (RA/RAK) increased to 225 by 28th
(CIJL/IGM/GU et. al). At Holywell 44 on .6th, 80 on l4th and 100

by 28th (CED/MN/BMn et. al). At Broomlee Lough 91-99 between Tth -
21st (ILGM et. al), On the R. Tweed on 21st, A8 at Wark and 88 at:
Sprouston (ERM/MN). 23 at Bolam on 19th but many record of smaller
parties throughout area.

Bewicks Swans:
5 at Derwent on 13th (J.&R.McC) and 1 at Holywell on 28th (CED/
BMn/MN) .

Buzzard:

Singles at Holburn on 14th and 21s%t (CJL) North Shields.on 14th and
17th (JSS), 2 near Rowlands Gill on 18th' (per BU) and 1 on
Newcastle Town Moor on 26th (per Gell)e.

Sparrow Hawk:
13 records of singles from widely scattered localities.

Hen Harrier:
T fomale or immature near Thropton on 13th (per BU).

Peregrine:
Singles at North Shields on Tth (JSS) and near Barsdon on 14th
(JDP) could have been same bird.

Merlin:
T ot Beal on 6th (RA/RAK) whilst on 21lst 1 in Budle Bay (BG) and
1 at Washington (MS).

L ira ' /Water Rail.



Water Rail: _
" On 13%h 1 at Bamburgh (BRS) and next day 1 neor Lowick-(GJL). On

045 1 ot Holywell (CED) and on 24th-29th 1 at Gosforth Park
ERM/GU) .

Goot:

T nost counts were; 600 at Broomlee Tough on 13th and 2lst (EGM),
£6D at Seaton Burn on 1lth (BMn), 100 at Wallsend Swallow on 14th
(Eai), 100 at Sweethope on 21s% (IHA) and 75 at Holywell on 20th

(cip). In Derwick Harbour, 15 on 2lst (ERM).

Lapwings :
On et 300 at Holywell (MN), on 5th 2000 at Whittle Dene and
common all alors Nvne Valley from Heddon to Bardon Mill (BG) and on
14tk TOO ~t 56, Mary's.

Grey Flover:

v . reccord away. from Fenham Flats and that being a very
intercstint gingle bird at Whittle Dene on 1l4th (IHA/JSB) .

Golden Plover).

On un Bog 2t Rauxley (VMRS) and 400 at Redesnouth (per BU). On
%3th 300 at Settlingstones (LGM) and on 5th 1000 at Whittle Dene
BG) .

Snipe:
o concentrations in excess of 30.

Jack Snipe:

T ot Alnmonth on Tth (BG/ERM) when 1 was shot at Coldwell (per RA),
1 at Whititle Dene on 1l4th (JSB), 1 on Coguet Estuary on 27th
(MN/CW) and on 28th 1 on Holy Island (LGH) and 2 at Seaton

Delaval (MH).

Woodcock:
Tn nronorent influx on 7th when singles were at Hauxley, Druridge
ith whilst further singles at Wallsend, Callercoats and

nemo

stween 11th-19th suggested continued arrival. After
several records from well inland.

nenouth

&

Bar Talled Godwit:
T Teast 1000 passed N. over Holy Island causeway to roost as the
tide came in on 21lst (BG/AJR et. al).

Green Sandpiper:
% T Thitile Done all month (IHA et. 2l) and 1 near Ford on 16th
CIE ],

C

&

Redshank:

h intcrosting count of 90 at Washington on 13th (RN) .

T

jole

ctted Redshank:
T ~% uile Bay on 13th/14th and probably same bird at Monks House
on 26%n (BRS).

I3
oty

Tooaot Bstuary on 2lst and 28th (J.&R.McC/JAG).

1007 =% St. Mary's by 14th (BG).

Purvle Scndpiper: -

Torgest individual gathering was 100 at St. Mary's on l4th (BG).

A most unusual inland record of 1 at Holywell during a N.E. gale

on 21lst (CED).
: -5- /Dunlin.



Dunlin: . oy
Iway from Lindisfarne max. count was 400 on Coguet Estuary on 27th

(Mv/CW) .

Sanderling:
37 at St. Mary's on 10th (JDP) when 55 at Cullercoats (MH/MNC) and
150+ in Budle Bay on 14th (MH).

Rufi:
A late bird at Whittle Dene’ on 14th (LGM).

Grey Phalarope:

T at Amble on I4th (JAG) may have been an adult. A phalarope
reported as Red Necked (MNC) on the Tyne at Tynemouth on 19th is
being considered by the Rarities Committee. Also a phalarope (sp.)
N. at Seaton Sluice on 13th (NJP).

Arctic Skua:
On 6th 1 S. off Cresswell (KW) and 2 S. off St. Mary's (JDP). Also
5 off Seaton Sluice on 13th (XW).

Lesser Black Backed Gull: ‘
Only 1 record; 1 at Whitburn on 17th (BU).

Glaucous Gull:

3 irmatures N. at St. Mary's on 9th (JDP), 1 adult at Hauxley on
%1st)(BEP) and 3 immatures at North Shields Fish Quay on 28th ;
NJP).

Iceland Gull:
A 2nd year bird at North Shields Fish Quay on 27th (RN).

Little Gull:
2 Juvs. at St. Mary's on 9th (JDP).

'Cormic' Tern:
1 off Tynemouth on 5th (NJP) and next day 1 off Alnmouth (GU).

Auks (sp): ,
Moving N. at 200/hr off St. Mary's on 6th (JDP). Most were
Guillemots but some Puffins were noted.

Little Auk:
0ff St. Mary's 16 N. on 6th, 2 N. on 8th, and 27 N. on 10th (JDP).
Also 1 N. off Whitburn on 6th (BU).

Collared Dove:
The pullus reported last month in a nest at Benton fledged on 1lth
(FC). 65 in Holywell Dene on 12th (BEP/BMn).

Short Eared Owl:

The roost at Swallow Ponds, Wallsend, contained 18 birds on 23rd but
as many as 20+ could have been present on one occasion (JDMcE/CST
e, al{. Up to 4 on Coquet Estuary between 14th - 28th (JAG) and

1 - 2 at Bamburgh, Killingworth and Derwent during month.

Little Owl:
Noted at Gosforth on 19th (IK).

Kingfisher:

1 at Whittle Dene on 1l4th and 28th (JSB et. al), 1 on the Wansbeck at
Bothal on 14th (per JAG), 1 at Corbridge on 14th (LGM) and 1 near
Acomb on 28th (J.&R,McC).

e 1 /Great Spotted Woodpecker.



Great Spotted Woodpecker:
Woted neer Fenton and in College Valley (CJL).

Skylark: ;
Kgguggestion of coastal passage at Holy Island and Hauxley on 6th
(RA/HRS). ,

Swallow: ,
L very late bird at Cullercoats on 16th (MNG) .

Hooded Crow:
On 13th 1 at Bamburgh (BRS), on 26th 1 at Craster (JMB) and on 28th 2
at Beal (CJL). iy

Great Tit/Blue Tit:
Several mixed parties along the shore of Fenham Flats at Beal on 6th
and 2 Great Tit on Holy Island on 26th (RA/JMB).

Mash Tit:
Up to 4 at Belsay during month (ERM).

Tong Tailed Tit: ; [+
12 on S. sidc of Budle Bay on 27th (IK) may have been part of a
coastal nmovement.

Fieldfare:
Flocks of 100-500 at Washington, Linton, Budle Bay, Holy Island and
Wooler between 6th-27th. - (

Redwing: .
Some large flocks in the Tyne Valley on 5th (BG) and 7th (per BU).

Blackbird: ' -
Tight imiigration noted at Holy Island (100) and Hauxley (flocks of up
to 25 passing W.) on 6th/T7th.

Wheatear:
A late bird at St. Mary's on 13th (NJP).

Stonechat: ;
& very interesting record of 3 at Derwent Reservoir on 10th (RN) .

Blackcap: ‘
On lst 1 near Ponteland (WGJ), on 15th and 25th 1 at Corbridge, on 20th

1 at Budle Bay (HW/KW) and on 28th 2 at Morpeth (per BL).

Willow Warbler: d
L very late record of 1 at Whittle Dene on 1l4th (IHA/JSB).

Chiffchaff:
T on Holy Island on 26th and 28th (JMB/CJL).

Grey VWagtail: ;
0f the many records of mainly single birds 1 near Newcastle Civic
Centre on 9th was the most interesting (LGM et. al).

Waxwing:

A small scale invasion was heralded by 1 at Benton (FC) and 20 at |
Kielder on 12%h (per BU). On 13th 19 were at Bamburgh (BRS) and 9 at
Capheaton (GU; whilst by 16th 18 were at Milbourne (WGJ). .On 20th 150
flew over Stakeford and during next few days up to 30 were regularly
noted in that area (per JiG). Cn 2lst 20 were at Ford (CJL) and by 28th
40 were seen in Ponteland (per BG). Up to 10 noted at several widely
scattered areas.

-1 - /Great Grey Shrike.



Great Grey Shrike: ; ! e
T on Budle Bay on 20th (HW/KW) and next day 1 at Tonghoughton (IMB =

Starling:
Small parties arriving frorm the E. on 6th at Holy Island (RA) and only
5000 roosting in Newcastle City centre on Tth.

Siskin:
17 in Gosforth Park on 27th (IGM) and a few at each of Ford and
Belsay during nonth.

Tinnet: 197 v) '
400 at Hauxley on 6th (HRS).

Twite:

75 on Coquet Estuary on 14th (RN) increased to 97 by 28th (JAG/MN).

18 on Holy Island on 26th (JMB), 5 at each of Whittle Dene on 21lst (IHA)
and St. Mary's on 14th (BG) and singles at Bamburgh and Budle Bay on
14th and 20th respectively. :

Crossbill:

9 in Budle Bay on 14th (BRS).

Brambling:
7 near Stocksfield on 17th was largest flock.

Lapland Bunting: L
T N. at Wwhitburn on 14th (BU).

Snow Bunting:

50 at Holywell on 14th’ (MN/GU), '35 at Ress on 27th (GU) and 21 at
South Shields on 24th (BRN) were largest flocks. Up to 10 at several
othcr points on coast between Holy Island and Tynemouth.

Trec Sparrow: 1 : ]
50 at Alnmouth on 7th (BG) and 60 at Fenham Le Mocr on 27th (GU).

List of Contributors:

C.M. Adanson. W.G. Johnson. J.D. Parrack.
I.H. Arnstrong. . I. o KeTrs - B.E. Prater.
T.R. Birkhead. P. Kelly. Ned v PHLELTI DE.
W. Brady. E. Lobley. A.d. Richards.
J.M. Bayldon. "' C.J. Lowe. M. Skilleter.
F. Colley. Bordttle. J .S« Spence.
M.N. Coates. B. Martin. R.C. Payler.
C.E. Douglas. E.R. Meek. C.S. Townsend.
K.G. Dures. . . ' L.G. McFarlane. B. Unwin,

B. Galloway. J. & R. McCutcheon. G. Upton.

R. Grey. J.D. McElwee. K. Watton.
J.A. Ginnever. M. Nattrass. H.: Wilson

M.L. Hassall. R. Nornan. C. Ward.
Hauxley and Bamburgh Ringing Stations. M.R. Wishart.

Whitburn Bird Observatory.

A1l December records to Bryan Galloway, 115 Sbuthway, S.W. Denton,
Newcastle upon Tyne, NE15 7RD, by 8th January, 1972, at the latest
please.

Field Meetings. - .

The following outings are proposed:-

Tweed Valley : 16th January.
Derwent Floods, Yorkshire. 6th February.
Wildfowl Count. S 20th February.
S.W. Scotland. 5th March.

B



Anycne interested should please contact; John Ginnever, 230 Ashington
Drive, Stakeford, Choppington, Northunberland, by 8th January.

ANWUAL DINNER:

I+ is proposed to hold the Dinner at the 'Three Mile Inn', Gosforth,
on 2Rth February. All applications to John Ginnever as soon as
possible.

CONDUCT BY MEMBERS AT WHITTLE DENE:

Complaints have bcen received from Later Board officials that sone
T.B.C. members have been creating excessive disturbance at Whittle
Dene. All nenbers are reminded that the privilege of being allowed
access to all Water Board Property, in fact any Private Property,
rmust be respected at all times and disturbance completely avoided.
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TYNESIDE BIRD CLUSB.

DECEMBER 1971 BULLETIN.
SUMMARY .

December was quite a mild month and with the exception of a N.

movement of Divers on 12th, an apparent peak in Lapwing numbers between
4th-19th and a light northerly passage of seabirds between 27th-30th
during N.E. winds with a High Pressure centre to the N. of Britain,
little of interest appeared to be on the move. Shelducks were the most
interesting species involved during the latter period but 2 species of
Shearwater and 2 species of Skua were also noted.

In fact it was very much a month of out of season records with 5
species of Wader involved, a Chiffchaff and a lingering of moderate
numbers of Shoveler. Sea birds were also conspicuous inland,
particularly Cormorants, with Slavonian Grebe, Red Throated Diver,
TLong Tailed Duck and Brent Goose also involved.

The large herds of Whooper Swans remained throughout the month
although there was a suggestion of a fall off in numbers during the
latter half.

2 Mediterranean Gulls were the pride of the rarities but other
unusual records included Black Necked Grebe, more Waxwings, Great
Grey Shrikes and Crossbills.

CLASSIFIED LIST,

Black Throated Diver:
5 off Ross on 5%h (per BL) and 1 N. off Seaton Sluice on 12th (KwW).

Great Northern Diver:
3 off Ross on 5th (per BL) and 1 off Seaton Sluice on 1lth (MH) .

Red Throated Diver:

A heavy movement M. off Seaton Sluice on 12th involved 51 in 4% hrs.
(HW/XW). Also noted to a lesser extent off Whitburn. 14 off Cresswell
on 18th (HW) and 5 N. and 12 S. off Seaton Sluice on 27th (XKW). Up

to 8 per day noted on 9 other days at several points between

Bamburgh and Whitburn. Although many were reported as Diver (8p.9
most were probably of this species. A slightly oiled bird on the

R. Tyne at Newburn between 25th-30th (ERM/J .&R .McC/IHA).

Red Necked Grebe: ;
2 off Holy Island on 5th (ERM) and 1 off Ross on 19th (IGM) .

Slavonian Grebe:
7 off Ross on 5th (per BL) and an oiled bird inland on the R. Wear at
Durham between 8th-29th (RN/BU).

Black Necked Grebe:
1 off Ross on 5th (per BL).

Little Grebe:

1-72 noted at Whittle Dene, Holywell and Ryton whilst there were 6
records of 1-2 on the Rivers Coquet (Thropton), Long Nanny Burn
(Beadnell), Wansbeck (Shecepwash), Tyne (Ryton and Ovingham) and
Wear (Chester-le-Street.

Manx Shearwater:
Very late records of 1 S. off St. Marys on 27th (per MH) and 2 N.
there on 30th (MH).
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Sooty Shearwater:
Again a late record of 2 N. off Hauxley on 3lst (ERM) .

Fulmar:

T off St. Marys on 2nd (MRW), a few off Bamburgh on 4th (CJL), 3 at
Marsden on 14th (MRW) and off Seaton Sluice 2 S. on 19th and 1 S. on
26th (KW).

Gannet: .
O0ff Bamburgh 1 N. on 19th (IK), off Seaton Sluice 7 on 19th and 5 on
20th (KW) and off Whitburn 3 N. on 29th and 2 N. on 30th (WBO).

Cormorant:

& month when perhaps more were recorded inland than ever before. The
R. Tyne at Blaydon regularly attracted 15-16 and birds were seen
flighting to and from this area at several places along the course of
the River, and 4 were as far upstream as Wylam on 13th (AJR et.al).
Hallington attracted a max. of 6 on 4th (LGM et.al) with still 2

there on 27th. On 12th 1 at each of Colt Crag (BG) and Holywell, where
1 was also present on 26th (CED), 2-3 at Swallow Ponds most of month
(ERM/GU et.al), 1 at Whittle Dene on 27th (MR) and 1 E. over
Washington on 30th (RN).

Heron:

Derwent Res. attracted a max. of 11 on 4th (KW) and 9 were in

Harwood Forest on 12th (IGM). Up to 4 from widely scattered localities
throughout month.

Mallard:

Some large gatherings with max. counts as follows:-—

500 Gosforth (4th), 560 Colt Crag (12th), 520 Hoselaw (19th),

500 (Holburn Moss (27th), 500 Sweethope (29th), 4-500 Capheaton (11th),
537 Derwent (5th), 300 Hallington (12th), 300 Whittle Dene (12th),

and roosting flocks offshore contained up to 250 off Cresswell, up to
400 off St. Marys and 150 off Sunderland during month. Up to 200

at many other waters.

Teal:.

Targest flocks were noted at:Gosforth, max. 200 on 4th (GUY): Holburn
Moss, 300 on 27th (IGM); Derwent, 65 on 5th (J.&R.McC); and Grindon,
60 on 11th (IGM). Up to 50 noted at 7 other waters.

Wigeon.

3200 on 28th was max. count received from Fenham Flats area (AJR).
With exception of 80 off Hartley on 19th (GU) all other records were
from inland where counts in excess of 50 were max. 250 on Northumbrian
Loughs on 11th (IGM), 248 at Derwent on 5th (J.&R.McC), 120 at Hoselaw
on 19th (MN), 82 at Hallington on 12th (RG/WB/EL) and 60 at Holywell
on 5th (MN).

Pintail:
5.5 at Gosforth for most of month with a max. of 5 on 11th (ABI et.al).
4 at Holburn Moss on 27th (LGM/RN).

Shoveler:

Still 70 at Gosforth on 1lth (HW% - a remarkable count for time of
year. 40 at Hoselaw on 19th (M) and 17-28 at Seaton Burn between
15th-25th (LJM/IGM/IK). 1 roosting on sea off St. Marys with Mallard
between 11th-19th (GEC/MH/GU et.al).

Scaup:

17 N. off Whitburn on 9th (RN) and 5 N. there on 27th (WBO). 3 N. off
Seaton Sluice on 28th (BG). On 5th 1 on Newton Pond (IK) and on 17th
2 at Holywell (M.He).
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Tufted Duck:

Tew ponds held in excess of 30. Max. counts were 64 at Hartburn on
12th (J. & R.McC), 60 at Holywell on 5th (MN) and 44 at Seaton Burn
on 25th (LGM).

Pochard:

The vrisual situation existed whereby numbers almost equalled thosge
of Tufted. Counts in excess of 20 were 41 at Grindon on 4th (AJR),
max. 32 at Hallington on 27th (BG), max. 32 at Holywell on 23rd
(GU. et.al), and 31 at Derwent on 5th (J. & R.McC).

Goldencye:

Double figures were noted at the following; max. 12 Hartburn on 4th
(LGM/RN), 11 at Capheaton on 1lth (CMA), max. 19 at Whittle Dene

on 12th (ERM et.al), max. 32 on Northumbrian Loughs on 24th (LGM) and
17 at Derwent on 28th (AJR). 20 N. off Whitburn on 9th (RN).

Long Teiled Duck:

M. in Holy Island/Ross area was 60 on 5th (per BL). 1 S. off
Whithurn on each of 11th and 12th (WBO). A female or immature inland
at Colt Crag on 5th and 12th (B. & HT/BG).

Velvet Scoter:
T at Nowton by the Sea on 27th (WAK) and off Whitburn 4 N. on 29th
and 2 N. on 2 N. on 31lst (WBO).

Common Scoter:
Only records were 20 off Alnmouth on 5th (LGM/JH), and 41 N. off
Whitburn between 23rd-31lst (WBO).

Red Breasted Merganser:

An unusual inlend record of a male at Hallington on 14th November
(RG/WB/EL). 9 off Holy Island on 27th was largest December
concentration by far although 5N. off Whitburn on 29th (LGM/WBO) .

Goosander:

Double figures occurred; on the Tweed at Cornhill (14 on 19th),
max. 16 at Colt Crag on 12th (RG/WB/EL), 15 at Hallington between
4th-27th (ILGM/BG et.al), 14 at Greenlee on 1llth (LGM), 12 on Tyne
ot Prudhoe on 1l4th (AJR), 20 at Derwent on 5th (J.&R.McC), and 10
at Fontburn on 4th (LGM/RN). The more unusual records consisted of
1 at Holywell on 18th (ID), 1 at Holburn Moss on 27th (ILGM) and

1 N. off Seaton Sluice on 28th (BG).

Shelduck:

& distinct N. movement between 27th-30th when a total of at least
‘73 were noted off Hauxley, Seaton Sluice and Whitburn (ERS/HW/KW/
WRO). Only 8 S. Evidence of overland passage was confirmed by 2
on Northumbrian Toughs on 24th and 2 at Whittle Dene on 27th
(LGM/MR). Max. in Budle Bay was 162 on 19th (LGM et.al).

Grey Lag Goose:

450 at Sprouston on 19th (MN/CW) and 500 in the Buckton/Belford areca
rmest of month (per ABI). 78 at Hallington on 12th and 2 still there on
27th (BG/J.&R.McC) and 6 at Whittle Dene on 12th. On 6th 42 N.

over Ashington (JAG).

Pink Footed Goose:
5 on Holy Island on 27th (per BL).

Brent Goose:

Sti1l c.250 on Fenham Flats all month and 60 in Budle Bay on 27th
(AJR et.al). The single dark breasted bird was last seen at
Holywell on 18th (CED et.al).
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Canada Goose:
c.60 in Colt Crag/Hallington area all month (B&/RG et.al).

Mute Swan:
160+ in Berwick Harbour on 13th and 20 in Amble Harbour on 18th
(CJL/J .&R.McC).

WWhooper Swan:
Wumbers still high early in the month but a rapid fall off commenced
just before Christmas. 200 on Fenham Flats on 19th (ERM) had fallen
to only 36 by 28th (AJR). The Holywell flock still contained 90-99
birds until 18th (incl. 22 juvs.) but had decreased to 44 by 28th
(MH/CED/MN et.al). The numbers in the Northumbrian Loughs area were
uite static with 101 there on 11th (LGM) and still 92 there
%Grindon) on 20th (RG/EL). Elsewhere 66 at Cornhill on 19th (Mmy/cw),
27 in Bolam/Caphcaton area until at least 11th (CMA et.al) and 13 at
Wingates on 4th (LGM/RN) and 6th, 13 at Catcleugh on 19th (WAK) .
Up to 10 at 4 other localities including 7 W. over Harwood Forest on
12th (LGM).

Bewicks Swan:
5 at cach of Holywell on 18th (P.&ID), Cresswell on 27th (GU) and
Derwent on 29th (P.&ID).

Buzzard:
T over Prestwick Carr on 11lth (BERM/CJL).

Sparrow Hawk:
Singles birds noted at 11 widely scattered localities.

Hen Harrier:
T fomals or immature bird near Alnwick on 27th (MS).

Peregrine:
On 19th singles noted at ecach of Togston (per BL) and Holywell
Dene (MN/RN%.

Merlin:
Singles noted at Belford, Bamburgh, Budle Bay, Warkworth, Scaton
Sluice, Wallsend Swallow and Gosforth with 1-2 in Fenham Flats area.

Black Grouse:
Noted ot Harwood Forest, Haltwhistle, Rothbury and Sweethope.

Red Legged Partridge:
1 shot near Backworth on 26th (per MH).

Water Rail:

Troscnt in Gosforth Park all month (GU c¢t.al). 1 killed by dog near
?ord)on 9th, 1 at Bamburgh on 11lth (CJL) and 1 at Alnmouth on 30th
BRM) .

Coot:

Most significant counts were c¢.500 at Seaton Burn 11th-25th
(LJM/IGM et.al), ¢.230 at Broomlee on 1llth and 24th (IGM); 85-‘at
Uallsend Swallow on 13th (ERM), 70 at Holywell most of month (CED/
GU) and 50 at Sweethope on 12th (J.&R.MCC{.

Lapwing:

The largest flocks were noted between 4th-19th. 1000 at Washington
on 4th (PX) and at Borwick Hill on 1lth (ERM). At least 700 at
Holywell on 12th (CED/MN), at Bothal on llth (RN) and at Seaton Burn
on 15th (LJM). 500 at Whittle Dene on 5th (JSB) 400 at Ford on 6th
(CJL) and 500 at Newcastle Airport on 17th (LJM) 400 at Causey Park
on 19th (IGM).
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Ringed Plover:
51 at Alnmouth on 5th (LGM/JH).

Grey Plover:
3 at Hauxley on 5th (HRS) and 12 at Ross on 19th (ILGM).

Golden Plover:

1000 at Druridge on 18th (BEP), 250 at Whittle Dene on 5th (JSB),
500 at Grindon on 24th (IGM), 150 at Swallow on 13th (ERM) and near
Hepple on 19th (WAK), 100 near Haltwhistle on 18th (ILGM).

Turnstone:
Over 300 at St. Marys on 18th (MH) and 29th (BG).

Common _Snipc: .
30 at Hal in-ton on 4th (LGM) and at Derwenthaugh on 18th were
largest reported gatherings (LJM).

Jack Snipe:
T af CGroscwell on -12th (MH) and at Alnmouth con 30th (ERM).

Woodcock:
Up to 5 noted at Melkridge, Gosforth Park, Prestwick Carr and
Ravensworth. "

Curlew:

100 at Fenham Flats on S5th (ERM), 68 at Holystone, R. Coguet on 5th
(BEP) with 100 near Hepple on 31st (LGM) may have been- from sane
concentration.

Black Tailed Godwit: : .
Again a winter bird at Fenhan Flats:on 5th and . 27th (ERM/MS).

Bar Tailed Godwit:
1 trapped on Holy Island in November had becn ringed in Norway
(per BL). ' _

Green Sandpiper:
T ot Uhittle Dene all month (IHA/JSB et.al).

Redshank:
53 at Washington on 12th (BU).

Spotted Redshank: : '
T at Monks House Pool, Seahouses on 5th (per BL).

Greenshank: j il
T ot Alnmouth on 5th (MRW) and 1 on Fenhanm Flats on 19th (MRV) .

Knot: '

7T Toast 5000 on Fenhan Flats on 28th (AJR) and the Seaton Sluice/
St. Marys flock contained at least 1000 birds during month (KW et.al)
700 in Budle Bay on 19th (ILGM).

Purple Sandpiper:
Up to 20 noted at South Shields, Amble and St. Marys.

DPunliin:
c.1200 on Fenham Flats on 28th (AJR), 265 in Amble Harbour on 18th
(J.&R.McC) and 180 on Cresswell Pond on 12th . (ERM). . .

Sanderling:
Only 1 record - 30 at Hauxley on 5th (HRS).
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Rt
I at Monks House Pool, Seahouses on 4th (CJL) and still 1 thcre on
12th (MHe).

Arctic Skua:
Very late records of 1-2 off Seaton Sluice between 27th-30th (HW/KI).

Great Skua:
Single late birds N. off Scaton Sluice on 27th (KN) and off Whitburn
on 30th (WBO).

Great Black Backed Gull:
Moving N. at 200/hr. off St. Marys on 28th (MH).

Common Gull:
Moving N. at 250/hr. off St. Marys on 28th (MH).

Glaucous Gulls:

T-2 at Nocrth Shields between 5th-13th (NJP et. al) and 1 at Wallsend
on 20th (HW). -1 'N. off Annstead on.4th (CJL) and 1 N..off Seaton
Sluice on 28th (BG).

Tittle Gull:
1 S. off Seaton Sluice on 19th KW).

Mediterranean Gull:

Records received, without notes, of an adult at North Shields on
5th (NJP) and 2 following a plough with Black Headed.Gulls near
Belford on 30th (WO).

Black Headed Gull:
I roost on the sea at St. Marys increased from 3500 on 4th (BG/MH)
to 5000 by 1llth.

Kittiwake:
T00 roosting in Amble Harbour on 5th (HRS).

Little Auk: i

Off Whitburn 1 N. on 11lth, 10/N,+tondd@2thy1l S:iyon 30th. znad=1rNe-on
31st (WBO). Off Seaton Sluice 1 S. on 19th, 3 N. on 28th, 2 N. on
29th, 2 N. on 30th (HW/KW).

Auks ( SD)..
250 N. in only % hour off Whitburn on 9th (RN).

Guillenot:
1 on the Tync at North Shields on 31st (PK).

Wood Pigeon:
Filocks of at least 1000 near Stamfordham on 16th (MH) and at
Kibblesworth on 19th (TLJM).

Barn Owl:
Noted at Kibhlesworth, Killingworth and Hauxley.

Little Owl:
Noted at Cnllerton (IK/RO)

Long Eared Owl:

1 on Holy Island on -5thi{(per ‘BL) and 1l at Marsdcn on 12th (WB0O) both
of which may have been late immigrants. Singles at the traditicnal
roosts at Prestwick Carr and Gosforth Park on 11th and 13th
respectively (ERM).
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Short Eared Owl:

Many records, with 9 at Killingworth on 10th (J.D.McE) and 5 at
Amble on 12th (GU) being largest concentrations.  Only 3-4 noted at
Wallsend Swallow throughout month and up to 3 noted at many other
widely srattered localities including Harwood Forest (KH et.al).

Kingfisher:

Continues to occur in unusual localities confirming a good breeding
season in 1971. 1 at Gosforth Park on 4th and 6th (GU) and 1 at’
Tyneriouth during month (per BG).

Green Woodpecker:
Noted at Ford.

Great Spotted Woodpecker:
Woted in Bownont Valley, Ford, Hallington, Melkridge, Bardon Mill,
Haydon Bridge and U. Coquetdale.

Shore TLark:
1T at whitburn on 11th (WBO).

Hooded Crow:
2 ot Beal on 18th (CJL) and 1 at Buckton on 29th (WO0).

Titmice (sp). 19
Flocks consisting of Great, Blue, Coal and Long Tailed continue to be
prominent with 2 Coal Tits even appearing in the centre of

Sunderland on 24th/25th (BU et.al).

Nuthatch:
T at wallington on 26th (IK/RO).

Treecreeper:
Conspicuous in the large flocks of Titrnice during the month.

Fieldfare: '
Flocks up to 200 noted at Harwood. Forest, Belford, Bellingham,
Bolam, Netherwitton and Colt Crag.

Redwing: _ ;
Only report was of 30+ at Washington on 9th (RN) .

Stonechat:
1-2 noted at the usual coastal localities of Bamburgh (4th),
Llnmouth (5th), Hauxley (30th), Lynemouth (15th).

Chiffchaff:
A wintering bird at Fenham Mill on 5th (ERM) .

Meadow Pipit:

Notification has just been received of a bird recovered in Italy
after having been ringed at St. Marys Island -in ‘September 1971,
Almost identical to a recovery of this species in 1970 ringed also
at St. Marys.

Rock Pipit:
Noticeably cormon at -St. Marys .all month with at least 4Q there on
18th (MH/MRW et.al). ‘

Grey Vagtail: - ' : ,
Widespread records of single birds with 1 at Seaton Sluice on 5th
being the most unusual. ;

-7 - ' /Waxwing.



Waxwing:

Continues to be well reported, particularly until about 20th. TUp to
90 in the Buckton area nost of ronth (WO et.al) with closeby flocks
of 50 at. Beal on 18th (CJL) and 20 at Fenham Le Moor on lst (per BU),
Up to 47 were scen in the Stocksfield area while as many as 100 were
at Heddon on 10th (per BL) 35 at Belsay on 5th (per BL) and 20 at
Cramlington on 12th and 14th (GU) were other flocks in excess of 14.

Great Grey Shrike: :
T at Dlashetts on 18th (JMB) and 1 at Corbridge on 23rd (MR).

Starling:
A huge roost of perhaps 3 million in grounds of Lambton Castle (LJM).

Greenfinch:
% large flock of at least 1000 at Norham on 18th (MRW).

Goldfinch:
30 in Gosforth Park on 1lth (KW) and 20 at Plashetts on 29th (ERM)
were largest reported flocks.

Siskin:
I foew at Ford most of rmonth (CJL) and 5 S. at Whitburn on 12th (BU).

Twite:
The Coquet Estuary flock fell from 80 on 5th to 43 on 30th
(LGM/ERM/GU) .

Redpoll: '
?100%8 of 60 at Falstone on 29th (ERM) and 20 at Gosforth on 25th
LGM).

Crossbill:
15 in Harwood Forest early in month increased to 52 by 12th
(RA/IGM/KH) .

Chaffinch:
Flock of at least 150 at Brenkly on 12th (MH)

Brambling:

100 at Stannington on 6th (per BL) and 50+ near Whickham between
22nd-31st (ID). Snall flocks also noted at Buckton and Sharperton.
(WO/BEP).

Yellowharmer: ~
Roost of at least 100 near Wallsend Swallow on 12th (MH).

Lapland Bunting:
1 on Holy Island on 5th (per BL).

Snow Bunting:

60 at Crcsswell on 12th (MH) was largest flock but 20 at Hauxley

on 5th (HRS), 25 at Bamburgh on 4th %CJL)'and 15 at Whitburn most of
month (WBO).

List of Contributors:

.M. Adamson, I.H, Armstrong, R. Adams, W. Brady, J.S3. Booth, W. Brady,
J.M. Bayldon, A. Blackett, G.E. Clayton, P. & I. Davidson, C.E. Douglas,
B. Galloway, R. Grey, G.A. Ginnever, M. Hodgson, J. Hargrave,

K. Hutton, M. Henry, P. Kelly, W..A. Kelly, L Kerr, E. Lobley, C.J. Lowe,
B. Little, E.R. Meek, L.G. McPFarlane, J. & R. McCutcheon, J.D. Elwee,"
L.J. Milton, M. Nattrass, R. Norman, W. Ord, R. Osborme, B.E. Prater,
N.J. Phillips, A.J. Richards, M. Richardson, M. Skilleter, J.S5. Spence,
B. & W. Tilbrook, B. Unwin, G. Upton, K. Walton, C. Ward, H. Wilson,
M.R. Wishart, Hauxley Ringing Station and Whitburn Bird Observatory.




TYNESIDE BIRD CLUB
Wildfowl Count — 23ist November, 1971.

This was the fourth wildfowl count organised by the Club since
February 1970. Unfortunately the elements were far from ideal on
the count date with gale force notherly winds bringing blizzards and
storms. Virtually all inland waters were frozen to a greater or
lesser degree. Those wildfowl present were difficult to count due
to the adverse weather conditions, especially at Lindisfarne
Reserve and elsewhere along the coast, and results should be
considered with caution as undoubtedly birds will have been missed.

Nevertheless it has been possible to prepare a comprehensive
table showing the results of the count and it is satisfying to note
that virtually all the important waters were covered. Kimmer TLough,
Hisehope Reservoir, Linn Heads, Little Swinburn, Waskerley
Reservoir and Burnhope Reservoir were not covered but as most of
these localities are in high, open areas it is probably that the
weather made them untenable to all but a few birds. Regretably only
the short length of the River Tweed between Sprouston and Wark could
be covered and it would be helpful if in future counts someone could
undertake to cover the remaining stretch from Wark to Berwick and
also count Holburn Moss and Swinhoe Lakes, which were likewise
uncovered. Cowey Sike and Smiddyshaw Reservoirs each drew a blank.

Not mentioned in the table due to lack of space are the
following species and localities:-

Diver (Spp) - 1 off Hauxley.

Great N. Diver - 2 gt ILindisfarne Reserve.
Red N. Grebe - 1M i "
Great C. Grebe - 2 at Colt Crag.

Tweed Estuary - 185 + Mute Swans.
Pawston Lake - 18 Mallard

Capheaton - 15+ Mallard.

Havannah - c¢30 Mallard. 2 Teal.
Killingworth - 10 Mute Swans.

4 Mallard. 2 Goosander.
11 Mallard. 8 Goldeneye.

1 Goldeneye. 2 Goosander.
5 Mallard. 12 Teal.

Bardon Mill (river)
Hexhan (river)
Tunstall Reservoir
Washington Ponds

Purely as a matter of interest the total of each species shown
in the table for the November 1970 count is indicated in brackets

at the end of each line, although a comparison is not really
meaningful,

The Pield Secretary and recorder would like to thank all
members who took part, especially in view of the atrocious weather
conditions on the count day.
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Lindisfarne Reserve

Beadnell=Alnmouth
H Alnmouth-Amble

T

Amble-Tynemouth

R. Tweed (Sproucton
to Wark)

Hoselaw Loch
Yetholm Loch

Wingates/Font &
Rothley Lakes

~ Hartburn
Bolam
Ashington Area
Holywell Ponds
Swallow Ponds
Seaton Burn
Gosforth Park
Whittle Dene

— Hallington
Colt Crag
Sweethope Lough

Park Dam/Shiel-on-
the-Wall

Hinds Shield.
Grindon Lough
Broomlee Lough

Crag/Halleypike
Loughs.

Greenlee Lough
Brasside Ponds

n Derwent Reservoir
Totals (including

those not shown
o in table).
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