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TYNESIDE llllill CLUJ:l 

.IANJL,RY 1971 

SUMMiJtY 

,;m interesting nonth in which the appearance of a Cr ane and t he continued stay of the 
Ivory Gull were the most exciting events. 

Because of the postal strike the Met . Office weather charts were not available for con­

sultation but i t di d not seem to be cold weather th~t was r esponsi bl e for ~~ apperent 

movement of Li ttle Gr ebes , Bewicks Swans , Coots , Lapwings , Golden Plover, and Snipe 
be tween 9th and 17th, and it was also on 9th that the Crane was first saen . 

A light influx of Short- eared Ovlls \YaS noted t owards end of mont h and on 31st unusual 
numbers of Fulmars and Gannets \ver e moving off -shore . 

Duck numbers \vere r emarkably high , particul arly Mallard , TeE_l r:md Tufted Duck ann Gm· f-:J.'l,lJ 

Park held a lmost 1800 waterfowl towar ds end of month. 

Three r ecords of Smew in the same month cc•uL1 be unpr ecedented , particul arly when 3 .Jl:i.·,: ~; 

f ound t ogether , and Br ent Geese r eached their \.finter m<1Xir;nm. at Faille.m Flc;ts in mid-no.r~~ . 

Other inter esting speci es incluc'!ed Black-necked Grebe, Bittern, Spotted Hedshank , Grea t 
Grey Shrike and of course Waxwings and Twite . 

The February bulletin should appear within a short time and will include ~esults of the 

'waterfowl ' count conducted on 21st. 

CLJJ.SSIFIED LIST 

Great Northern Diver: -
1 or 2 off Hoss on lst (LGt1) , l off Holy Isl and on 3r d and 31st (R:/EnM et al) and l ol'f 
Cress\vell on lOth (EBM) . 

Red-throated Diver:-
Between l and 5 off Ber wi ck , l.J.nmouth, Cresswell , Sea ton Sluice and '-·'hi tbur n during nont:1 . 

Great Crested Grebe :-
Off Alnmouth 3 on 2nd (LGM) and 1 on 16th/17th. Off Seaton Sl uice 1 on 7th and 16th 
(B&ME) . 

Red -necked Greoe:-
5 off Holy Island on 31st (R./R.-.K) . 

Black-necked Grebe :-
1 on sea between ~mnstead anJ Bec.cnell on 3rd (r1LH) . 

Little Grebe:-
3 of the 5 r ecords were of birds on rivers \vi th 1 on the \vans beck , Morpeth, and l on t~"' 

Aln , J~lnmouth , on 17th and 6 on the Tyne between Corbridge and Hexham on 23r d (EEH/LGM). 
Others wer e of singles at Broomlee and Whittle Dene en 16th. 

Fulmar:-
Moving N. at 100/hr. off wbitburn -on 31st (BU) . 

Gannet:-
A singl e bird off Aoble on 16th and ?.n unusually heavy ElOvement noted on 31st when !~0 flew 
N. off· Seaton Sluice (LGM). 

Heron:-
Many r ecor ds of up t o 4 from inle~d and at t he coast . 7 was the largest party, at Derwent 
on 9th (lili) . =1= 
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Bittern:-
A single bird again noted at Holywell Ponds on 23rd and 31st, ( CED) f or third success i ,~(: 

\</inter. 

Cormorant:-
Recorded as far up the liiver Tyne as Blaydon on 7th (IK) and 12 on Tweed a t Berwick on 32'·:l 

(ERM) . 

Mallard :-
Still large numbers present with ;naxima at each wet er a s f ollows: - 1000 a t Gosfortb. ::_. .-.-: k 

on 24th and 29th (FC/BG), 1000 at Colt Crag on 17th (RGjwB/EL), 595 at Derwent on 9th ; ~:-~:~ 

400 at Whittle Dene on 2nd ( J & R..l\1cC/AJH), 350 at Holywell on lst ( C]ill)) , 300 ~t H.:>'3elcH c:u 

17th (MN/CW) and 200 off Cresswell on lOth (~1) . Up t o 150 at me~y other wat ers . 

Teal:-
Concentrations in excess of 60 wer e as f ollows:- 300 - 500 in Gosfor th Park on 2.1t r.. · ,2SH·'· 

(FC/BG), 225 at Colt Cr ag on 24th ( .. i.JR), 150 in Budle Bey on 9th and 24th (nns) and l.Ci, ; 

each of Holy Island , Cresswell end CapheRton between lOth - 17th. 

Gadwall:-
2 a t Killingworth on 18th (JDMcE). 

Wigeon:-
900 in the Fenham Fle ts/Budle BP.y area on 23r d was largest gathering reported (BH.S) , - --- ~ :· 

some lnrge inland flocks, with a max. of 267 ?.t Der \-1ent on 31st (RN/HG e t al), max. J...: I 
a t Whittle Dene on 2nd (il.JR) , 150 at Hoselaw on 17th (MN/CH), mnx. 130 at Holywell on L -~ 

and lOO a t Gosforth on 29th (Fe) . 

Pinteil: -
Budl e Bay where they were present most of month, containec'\ a ma.x . of 35 on 23rd (BnS~ . 

Elsewher e 2 a t Cres swel l on lOth (ErtM), 1 at Grindon on 16th (LGM) and 2 at Holywell on 

17th (CED). 

Sh£_veler:-
3 records . 
31st (WGJ). 

2 P.t Caphea t on on 17th ( CM.t~) , 2 a t Gosforth on 29th (FC) and 1 at Grind on o ~. 

Scaup:-
2 - 4 in ilmble Harbour be tween 9th and 23r d ( J & RMcC et al) • Elsewher e 1 at Cr essw::: -~_: G:J 

lOth (ERM), 1 a t Secton Sluice on 24th (LGM) and 1 inl en d at Gosforth on 24th (BG) . 

Tufted Duck:-
28 3 at Whittle Dene on 3rd ( LGM) was by far le.rgest concentration. 80 A.t Gosforth Pc.:~k 

on 29th (Fe) , max. 65 at HolY\'TCll on 7th (B & ME) and 57 at Hc.rtburn on 17th wer e onl y 

other flocks in excess of 50 . 

Pochar d :-
The largest counts wer e 60 et Ho sel ew on 17th (MN/C~i ) , 40 at Gosforth on 29th (Fe) and j~ 

at Derwent on 9th (HN) . 

Goldeneye :-
The River Tweed produced highest concentration with 65 nt Berwick on 3rd (ERM) . 30 ~·Je_,.., 

at Broomlee on 16th (LGM) , 19 at Derwent on 9th (l{N) , max:. 18 E!.t 1•Jhi ttle Dene on l Otr.. 

(J & ill1cC) and 15 a t Caphedon on 17th (CM.n.). Up t o 12 noted at many othe r water s . 

Long- tai l ed Duck:-
Max. of 8 off :Oamturgh on 2t1th ( BltS) and 6 off Holy Island on 31s t (RA/RSK). 

Vel vet Scoter:-
1 off Ross on 23r d ( BHS ) was only r ecor d . 

Common Scoter: -
Hax . of 55 off Bamburgh on 23rd (BRS). 

=2= /Red- breasted Mer ganser 



Red-breasted Herganser :-
Up to 5 noted off Holy Island, :i3amburgh and St . I<1ury ' s during month . 

Goosander:-
Ma:x . counts were 41 at Derwent on 9th (HN) , 3') at \fuittl e Dene on lOth (J & RMcC) , 2'1 a:~ 
Greenlee on 9th (LGM) , 24 e.t Colt Cr ag on 24th (.tiJit ) and 17 on Tyne near Hexhf'JU on 3r d e~d 
23rd . Up to 10 noted at several other vTPt ers including lti ver Aln at li.lnmouth. 

Smew:-
Pr esent at Whittle Dene a.ll month with max . of 3 (all 'redhead s ' ) between 2C:.:;h - 30t h 
(LGM/Ct-L et al). 11 'redhead ' was Rlso a t Greenlee on 16th and =~ drake v.· t~c i.;1 Bu:He B;._y 
next day (LGM) . 

She l duc:;..:-
Budl e Bay/Fenham Flats contained a max. of 512 on 17th (LGN) . l at Hol ywell Pond aad :; 
off Seaton Sluice on 7th were unusual (B & ME). 

Grey Lag Goose:-
65 at Hosel aw Loch on 17th (MN/CW) and a max. of 56 on Budl e Bay on 24th/25th (BHS) . ·LTi­

to 56 in the Grind on area f or most of mont h (LGHj\.ifGJ) and l at Alnmouth on lOth (EBK) . 

Pink-foot ed Gocse:-
46 in Budle Bay on 17th (LGM). 

Brent Goose: -
400 on Fenham Flats f or most of month with a max. of 800 - 1000 on 15th (BH e t nl). 

l"rute Swan:-
On 3rd, 60 a t; Beal and 4 3 at Ber\.,rick (ERJ.1) . 

Whooper Swen:-
The largest numbers were pres ent at beginning of month. On 3rd , max . 
Island area and 76 in Coldstream - Nor hnm ar ea and it was on l st that 
Hol y\·Jell. On 9th, 38 wer e on the Northumber l e..nd Loughs in the west . 
29th (CA) was only other count in excess of 15. 

Bewicks Swan:-

71 on the Hol y 
a max . of 39 was ~c 
21 at Lint on on 

Mor e r ecords t han is usual . 
House , See.houses (r1LH/BRS) , 
(BHS) . Between 9th - 24th, 
at Hol ywell Ponds (CED) . 

On lst, 5 on Fenham Fla ts (LGM) , on 9th/l Oth, 5 at Monks 
on 15th, 2 on Holy Island (BM) end on 24th, 7 in Budl e Bey 
7 in Cr esswell - Linton area (C}U./J & RMcC/E11M) and on 9t~ , 15 

Sparr ow IIawk:-
Singl es r eported f r om 1Hnmout·1, Ponteland and Havanneh. 

Hen Harrier:-
A male i n Kie l der Forest on 24th (EHM). 

Merlin: -
Singles in Holy IslP.nd, Fenhe.rn Flats , Ross and Bud le Bay areas and also at J'.lnmouth and 
Cresswell between lst - 24th. 

Red Gr ouse : -
Very common on .Lll endale f ells early in month (EIU1) . 

Common Crane:-
A single , str gng- flying bird provided many observers with excellent vi ews as it remained 
in fields to S. of ~lnmouth from 9th until at least 23rd (EP~ et al ) . 

\vater Rail: -
l at Fenham Mill on lst \-las onl y r ecord (LGM). 

=3= /Coot 
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Coot:-
Max. counts \ver e , at Holywell 65 on 17th anu 23r d ( CED) and a t Brooml ee 56 on 16th (.:.:~;:r:.: ; . 

More unusual r ecords involved 10 i n Berwick Harbour on 3rd (Ei-a-1) , 13 in Budle Bay on l7 tn. 

(ICM), 1 at Holy Islcmd causevray on 15th, 25 in Amble Harbour on 9th (J & HMcC) and 9 o:u 

Quarry Pond , Whitley Bay on same day (JDMcE) . Very f ew in Bol am/Capheaton area s on 17·th 

(CK\) . 

Lapwing:-
Some le.rge flocks , with 1000 at Whittle Dene on lOth and 17th and at Holywell on 29th 

(JSB/FC). 1500 at Holy I s l and on 15th (BM) and 600 at Pegswood on 17th (Ei~) . 

Grey Plover: -
3 at each of Cresswell on l Oth and at Hauxley on 17th (ERM). 1 at Ross on l Oth (MLH1~J). 

Golden Plover: -
1000-1200 a t Whittl e Dene between lOth - 17th (JSl3/J & RMcC e t al) , 150 at Fenher1 Le ,,_,,).-, r 

on lOth and 200 at Hauxley on 17th (MLH/DL) . 

Curl ew:-
55 at Holy Island on 3rd \vas largest r eported flock (ElU1). 

v!oodcock: -
1 a t Holywell Ponds on 1st (CED) . 

Common Snipe:-
An appar ent influx noted at Holywell on 16t h \vi th at l east 55 present ( C:©) and 45 e.t 

Alnmouth next day (BG). 

J ack Sni pe : -
On 17th, l i n Bud l e Bay (LGM) a.'1d 2 at Alnmouth (EI'.M). 

Gr een Sandpi per:-
1 at Whittle Dene all month (LGM/J & RMcC et al). 

Spotted Redshank:-
1 agai n s een in Seahouses/Budle Bay area on 9th and 17th (BRS/LGM). 

Knot : -
At l east 1000 ut St. }1e.ry' s by 29th (J3 & ME). On 9th , 250 on Coque t Island (ERI-1) and 90 

in Amble Harbour (J & RMcC) and on 31st, 60 at Newton (R.A/ HiJC). 

Sanderling: -
60 a t \~itburn on 31st was a'1 unusual number for tha t ar ea (BU) . 

Ivory Gull: -
The i mmature , fir st r eported in December was still present at mouth of Tyne on 23I'd . 

Glaucous Gull:-
1 - 2 at Amble until 9th and on the latter , 1 at Holywe ll (LGI-:jJ & RMcC/CED) . 

Short-ear ed Owl: -
Up t o 4 in Killingworth ar ea during month with peak on 29th (FC/JDHcE) . 2 - 3 at Link'~l 

on 29th ( CMli.) and s i ngl e s at Holy Island , iUnmouth, Hauxley and Hol ywell Ponds betwt:ell 

lOth - 25th. 1 at Norham on 3rd . 

Kingfisher: -
1 at Hexham on 23rd (LG:r-1) . 

Skyla rk: -
Flock of lOO on Holy I sland on 3rd (Eln1) . 

Hooded Crow: -
1 a t hoss on 1st (LGM) . 

=4= /Marsh Tit 



Marsh Tit: -
Reported from Norham and Morpeth. 

Stonechat:-
2 at Birling Cexrs on 2nd (LGM) . 

Grey Wagtail: -
1 - 2 noted at Morpeth , \Yhittle Dene and Hex_~am duri ng month. 

'Y/axwing: -
Smell flocks still present, with 12 et Westerhope on 1st (IK) , 8 at Clar a Val e on 11th 

(J 1 RMcC) , 7 in Durham City on 21st (JJ.G) and singl es at i.nnstend , Pont el and , South 

Shiel ds and Sunderland . 

Gr eat Grey Shrike: -
1 near Belsay on 9th (WGJ) . 

Siskin:-
A f l ock of 50 in Al lendal e , near Sinderhope , on 28th (HG/WD/EL) and 8 at Bolam on lH::-~ 

( CMit) . 

Tv1i te: -
40 on Holy Island on 3rd (EID1), 30 at .illlble on 9th ( J & BMcC) and 6 at J,lnmouth on lO·i;~: 

(EHM). 

Redpoll :-
50 near Dilston on 23rd (LGM) . 

Brambling:-
16 at .·cy-don, Nr . Corbridge on 3rd was largest reported flock (RG/EL) . 

Snow Bunting: -
65 at Whi tburn on 30th (RN) was l ar gest flock but 34 at Killingworth on 13th (JDHcE) a.t.d 

20 at Peter lee on 20th ( Ji~G). Up to 14 also noted at Ho ss, Jl.lnmouth and North Sea ton, 

Tree Sparrow: -
Flock of 150 at .:\nnstead on 3rd (HLH) . 

LIST OF CONTRIBUTORS: -
R • .lidams . 
c. M. Ad e.rnson. 
R. ll.tkinson. 
H. Brady . 
J. S. Booth. 
F . Colley. 
c. E. Douglas. 
B. Galloway. 
J. •le Ginnever . 
R. Gray. 
M. L. Hassall. 
w. G. Johnson. 
I . Kerr . 

D. LPnb . 
E. Lobley. 
B. Marshall. 
J. D. McEh,ree. 
L. G. McFarlane. 
J & R McCutcheon . 
E. R. Meek . 
M. Nattrass . 
R. Norman. 
it . J . Richar d s . 
M. R. & E. L. Smith. 
B. Unwin. 

Heuxley and Bemburgh Hi nging Stations . 

All r ecor ds for March (and any remaining for January and February) to Bryan Galloway , 

115 Southway, S. \.f. Denton, Newcastle upon Tyne NE 15 7 RD by 8th Lpril 1971 at the lates -­

pl ease . 

NEXT CLUB 1-'IEETING: -
Please note that as the Annual General Meeting of the Club is conbined with the Dilli>er 

this year the next Club Meeting in the Medical School Lecture Theatre will be on 

Thursday , 13th Hay, 1971 at 7 . 15 . p.m. We hope to have Dr. David Bellamy from Durhan 

University as our speaker on that evening. 

=5= 
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FIELD TRIP TO HOLY ISL1~ 

SUNDAY, 18TH APRIL , 1971 

A Field Meeting will be held on Holy Island on this dat e . The tides allow a crossing 
after 11.30.a.m. and we will meet in the village square at 12 noon. Will all those 
wishing t o attend write to E. H. NEEK, 5 ELM ROAD, CHEVIOT VIEW, PO:t-i"TELliliD . Transport 
will be by car and anyone needine a lift should indicat e this in their l etter . 

B.T.O. ATLAS:-

The B.T.O. Ornithologic~l Atlas Project is now entering the fourth of its five years . 
At the end of three seasons about 91 per cent of the 10 Km. squares in England, 85 per 
cent of those in Wales and 66 per cent of those in the Republic of Ireland r~ve been we~l 
covered. However 59 per cent of those on Northern Irel~1d and 66 per cent of those i~ 
Scotland ar e still virtually untouched and much \v-ork r emains to be done there. Club :r:.,-,r -­
bers who intend visiting other parts of the country during the Summer are reminded t~l :-J.t -­
tremendous amount of information can be collected (and indeed, has been collected) f~0~ 
casual visits to unfamiliar l ocalities • . Any person r equiring infor na.tion on the pro jc :. 
should contact me at the next Club Neeting. 

Turning now to our local contribution to the project , it is very encour?~ing to recor j t~r! 

of a total of 70 10 Km. squares in Northumberland additional information to 68 of ti10~~ 
squares was obtained in 1970. The number of squares with over 50 species recorded nov, 
stands at 54 - but there is still much work to be done and offers t o cover specific ~~c2~ 
or assist on a casual basis are still r equired for this coming breeding season. All 
interested members should see me at the Club M8eting. 

( Sgd) . Geoff Ma.cfarlane . 

PROPOSED ROCK PIPIT SURVEY:-

Owing to u misunderstanding in the size of maps to be incorporated in the Club's Breed i!1~ 

Survey Report 1967 - 68 publication has had t o be postponed although by the time this 
article appears, more encouraging news should be to hand . However one of the results o/ 
the Survey was the absence of confirmed breeding of the Rock Pipit on the NorthumbcrlanC 
Coastline. 

In order to investigate the matter more thoroughly it is proposed to carry out a s pecific 
enquiry into the breeding status of the Rock Pipit in Northumberle~d and if possible , in~~ 

North Durham, during 1971. 

The criteria for determining breeding will be those adopted in the B. T.O. Atlas Project 
but the Survey is primaril y aimed at assessing numbers of breeding (and if possible non­
breeding) pairs and observers are invited to cover specific stretches of the coastli.:1e . 
Full details will be given at t he next Club Meeting and ell interestcld members should 
contact me then or at home (28 FOX AND HOUNDS HO.cll, F'Elli'F.u"iH, NEtvCl1STLE UPON TYNE 5 TEL. 
36089) . The project will, if necessary, be extended into 1972. 

(Sgd .) Geoff. Macfarlane . 

I SEE SEP 1\llATE SHEET 
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FEBRUARY 1971 BULLETIN 

SUMMAHY 

C L U B 

February was comparatively oild and such settled conditions were pr obably responsible for 

the earl y disappearance of many Divers and some of the wintering flocks of surface feed~ng 

ducks. Diving ducks, probably on return passage through the area, showed a si[pnificant 

increase between llth - 14th, particularly Goldeneye and Goosander, and inland Shelducks 

were probably on return passage westward after completing their moult. 

Waders also appeared to be moving after mid- month, particularly Lapwings , Gol den Plover 

and Curlew, and by 21st small numbers of Thrushes and Skylarks seemed to be ~igrating. 

The second Club waterfowl count of the Winter was conducted on 21st and some interes~ing 

results were obtained, particularly in the Tweed Valley. The detailed results are 

summarised in a. separate table at the end of the report . 

Ivory Gull, Bittern, 4 Smew, Greenshank and 50 - 60 Twite were amongst the more unusual 

sightings in a rather quiet month. 

CLASSIFIED LIST 

Great Northern Diver : 
l off Holy Island on 13th (J & RMcC), l N. off Whitburn on 20th (BU) and l off Alnmouth on 

21st (MH/KGD) . 

Red-throated Diver: 
l - 3 off each of Hauxley, Sea ton Sluice and Whitburn during month. 

Red -necked Grebe: 
l off Ross Links on 21st (BG et al) . 

Slavonian Grebe: 
6 off B.oss Links on 21st (BG et al) and 2 off Bambur gh on 28th (IK). 

Black-necked Grebe: 
2 at Wi tton Le Wear on 14th (l'IR). 

Little Grebe : 
Singles at Alnnouth, Holywell, Brasside and J)erwent and 5 - 6 on the Tyne at Hexham duri'.~e 

month. 

Cormorant: 
2 as far up River Tyne as Wylam on 3r d (DLA) and 6 at Carham, on the Tweed , on 21st. 7 - G 

at Wallsend Swallow Ponds on 30th/21st was most unusual. 

Heron:-
Meny records of up to 4 from widely scattered localities . 

Bittern: 
l at Holywell Ponds until at least 25th (CED/MH) and 2 may hnve been present on 6th 

(per CED). 

Mallard: 
A significant r eduction since last month with maximum counts as follows: - 600 at Denvent 

on 14th (BG), 300 in Bud le Bay on 6th (BHS), 250 at 1•1hi ttle Dene on 7th QIH.J.) and also 

in Druridge Bay on 27th (BMn), 200 off St . Mary's on 4th and 22nd (D & ME) and in 

Gosf orth Park on 20th (ERM), 155 at Holy-'t1ell on 6th ( CED) and 119 off Sunderland on 23rd 

(BU) . Up to lOO at me.ny other waters . (See also separate table for 21st) . The 2 \vhi te 

birds at Colt Crag in December 1970 were again seen at S\veethope on 13th (RN). 

l. 
/Teel 
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Teal: 
A similar reduction noted. 70 at Linton on 28th (BN) was largest flock r 8ported but 40 -
60 were noted at Grindon, Gosforth ~d Holywell. (See also separate table for 21st). 

Wigeon: 
The expected decline was not so obvious with 1500 - 1600 still in Budle Bay between 6th -
20th (BitS), 250 at Derwent on 18th (HG/EL), 123 at Grindon on 20th (J & H McC) and lOO at 
Holywell on 6th (CED) and 300 just over the border at Hoselaw on 14th (Ant). (Also see 
table for 21st). 

Pintail: 
Outside 21st (see table) only record was of 3 in Budle Day on 6th (BRS). 

Shoveler: 
Single pairs at S. Linton on 14th (EHM) and at Gosforth on 20th (IRA) and 5 at Hosel aw on 
14th (An1). (:uso refer to table for 21st). 

Scaup: 
A pair in 1{mble harbour on 7th and female remaining until 28th (J & RMcC et al). l a t 
Middleton Hall on 6th (JMD). 

Tufted Duck: 
Still some sizeable flocks pr esent althoueh none greater than that of lOO at Holywell on 
3rd (B & ME). Other counts in excess of 50 were 60 at Hartburn on llth - 13th (tU~ et a l ) 
and 60 at Gosforth on 27th (Fe). See a lso table for 21st. 

Pochard : 
Little change since January although lOO were at Gosforth on 27th (FC). Counts in exceas 
of 25 were received froo Capheaton (45 on 14th) and Holywell (30 on 15th and 28th) as '<v .l' 
as Gosforth. iffi unusual recor d of a drake in J~ble Harbour on 7th (J & RMcC et al). ~ee 
also table for 21st. 

Goldeneye: 
Outside 21st (see table) l argest gatherings were; 30 at Derwent on 14th (BG), 28 at 
Broomlee on 13th (LGM) and 20 at each of ~fuittle Dene and Hartburn on the same day ( P~T) , 
and 12 a t Capheaton on 14th (ERM). Up to 10 at m2ny other wa ters, including a few off­
shore. 

Long-tailed Duck: 
On 21st, 20 off Ross (BG et al) and 2 off Hauxley (HI~S). 

Red-breasted Herganser: 
2 - 6 in iUnmouth and Holy Island areas during month but see t able for 21st. .im unusual 
r ecord of l, a dr c:.ke , at Derwent Reservoir on l tlth (BG) - see also 1970. 

Goosander: 
Traditionally the best month of the year f or flocking on the rivers, ponds and r eservoir3, 
Maximum counts were 50 at Derwent on 14th (BG), 41 at Whittle Dene on llth (B & ME), 25 
at Wingates on 14th (LGM/EHM), 12 on the ~Un at .:unmouth on 28th (lli1"), 15 at Greenlee on 
6th (LGM), and 10 on Tyne at Prudhoe on l Oth (AJR). Up to 9 at several other waters 
including 5 N. off Alnmouth on 7th (BG/ERM). See also table for 21st. 

Smew: 
3 were again at \~ittle Dene, this time for most of month, although on 7th, 4 were seen 
together and all 'redheads' (PK et a l ). The 'redhead' that was on the Northumbrian LougLP 
f or most of month (LGM) may have t emporarily j oined the resident 3 at ~fuittle Dene on (th 
Also l at Witton Le Wear on 14th (MR). 

Shel duck: 
~~way from Fenham Flat s/Budle Bay area , interesting records 
(2 on 2nd), Sweethope (2 on 11th) and Derwent (5 on 27th). 
off Whitburn on 20th end 9 N. there on 27th, were probably 
moult . 

2. 

were received from Grindon 
These, together with 5 S. 

on return migration aft er 

/Gr ey Geese 
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Grey Geese: 
An unidentified flock of 30 or more was at Grindon on 22nd (RG/W".B/EL). 

Grey Lag Goose: 
On 12th, 60 - 70 fl ew NW over Newcastle (nG/MR & ELS) , on 13th/ 14th, 50 were at 
Hallington (RN et al) and the Dudl e Day flock r emained a t 65 for most of month. See a l so 
table f or 21st. 

Drent Goose : 
55 at Holy Island on 7th (LGM et al) and 3 still pr esent on 21st (ERM). 

Barnacle Goose: 
Again l at Colt Crag vri th 41 Canada's on 21s t (MR et al). 

Whooper Swan: 
An increase since late January as birds begin to r eturn N. Max. count~ were ; at Fenham 
Flats 30 on 22nd (ERM), on Holy Island 28 on 13th (J & RMcC), in the Cr esswell urea 17 cu 
7th (nMn) , at Ashington 21 on 28th (ID1M), at Holywell 29 on 28th (CED) , at Wingates 20 
on 14th with 17 at Capheaton on same day, (EHM/LGM) and at Grinrton 32 on 28th (Mit) . Up t o 
12 noted at several other waters but also r efer to separ at e table . 

Bewick' s Swan: 
3 at Holywell on 9th (BMn), and 2 in the Hauxley a.rea betvmen 14th - 28th (HRS). 

Sparrow Hawk: 
l - 2 noted at Cresswell, Holywell, Gosf orth, Hexham and Norham during month . 

Merlin: 
l in the Warkworth/iunmouth areas on 7th (J & RMcC) and l at Chollerford on 21st (LGM 
et al) . 

Black Grouse: 
12 males f ound in Redesdale on 26th (EHM). 

\vater Rail : 
l at Bamburgh on 20th was only r ecor d . 

Coot: 
im increase since January with a me~ . of 80 at Holywell on 21st (CED). Also 122 at 
Droomlee on 6th (LGM) and 200 at Seaton Burn on 27th (FC). See also table for 21st. 

OyS:Er Catcher: 
Le.rgest counts r eceived were on 2lst/22nd with lOO at each of 13amburgh and St . Mary ' s and 
200 in Dudle Bay. 3 passage bir ds wer e at Derwent on 27th (RN) and many wer e back at 
their breeding gr ounds in Tweed Basi n by 21st (EitM) . 

Lapwing: 
Further presence of very l arge flocks suggested heavy passage , with 2000 at Whittl e Dene 
on ll th (n & ME) , 1500 in Bud le Bay on 6th ( BitS) and at Holywell on 25th (MH) , lOO at 
Wark on Tweed on 21st (EI~1) and 700 e.t Dirtley on 12th (l{N) . On 25th visible migration 
was noted over Kielder area (ERM) . 

Grey Plover: 
c30 on Fenhan Fl ats on 21st (DG et al) and . l - 4 at Amble after 14th (ERS) ~ 400 

Gol den Plover: 
Probably moving with Lapwings during month. 2000 at Whittle Dene on llth (n & ME) , 4CO 
at Druridge on 28th (RN) and 300 in Budle Bay and on Holy Island on 20th/21st (BRS/ BG) . 

Snipe : 
Some sizeable concentrations suggested early passage with 74 at Seahouses on 7th (LGM et 
al), 70 (the max . ) at Ho l ywell on 25th (rm) , 40 at Hauxley on 24th (fitS) and 35 at Eshott 
on 21st (MH) . Up to 20 at several other vraters . 

3 
/ J ack Snipe 



Jack Snipe: 
1 at Damburgh on 6th (DRS) and 1 at Holywell on 7th (MH) . 

Curlew: 
1Uso moving N. t owar d end of month. Holy Island record ed l ar gest numbers with at least 
400 moving over Island t owar ds Goswick at dusk on 21st (DG e t al ). 

Green SandJ:i_per: 
1 at Whittle Dene all month (IHA/LGM et al). 

Bar-tailed Godwit: 
At least 1000 at Fenham Flats on 21st (nG et al). 

Red shank: 
Another species that has increased since January as birds move N. again. Cr esswell 
r ecorded larges t concentration with 60 - 70 on 7th (BG/ERM) but smal l er flocks wer e not ed 
at Holywell, St. Mary's , 1\mble and Alnmouth. 

Greenshank: 
1 again seen at ~lnmouth on 7th (BG/ERM) . 

Knot: 
The St. Mary's flo ck reached a peak of 1000 on 4th (D & ME) . f~so a f ew thousand on 
Fenham Flats on 21st (BG et al) and 150 - 200 at Bamburgh and iUnmouth during month. 

Purple Sandpiper: 
At l east lOO at St. Mary ' s on 22nd (B & ME) . 

Dunlin: 
Up t o 300 noted at Whitburn , St . Mary ' s , Hauxley, lllilbl e and ,Unmouth during month Hi th 
several thousand on Fenhem Flats on 21st . 

Sander ling: 
50 at Seabur n on 15th (RA) , 40 at St . Mary ' s on 22nd (I3 & ME) and also at i..Jhi t burn on 2}cr1 
(BU). 

Gulls : 
l~ huge roost of perhaps 1000 ,000 on Fenham Fl ats on 21st (DG/ETIM). 

Ivory Gull : 
The North Shields bir d was last r epor ted on 20th (KGD~lli) . 

Common Gull: 
1500 at \.,riddrington on 28th (EHM). 

Gl aucous Gull : 
Singles immatures noted at North Shields, Chevingt on , Hauxley and Amble during month. ~­

adult and an i mmature were together at Seahouses on 20th (DHS) . 

Icel and Gull: 
A second year at North Shie l ds on 13th (!>'!H) . 

Short-ear ed Owl : 
1 - 2 at Holywell from 4th - 7th (MH/B & ME) , 1 - 3 at Killingworth from 15t h - 24th 
(JDMcE), and 1 at Hauxley on 21st (HRS) . 

Great Spotted Woodpecker: 
Noted at Bol am, Hallington and Kielder. 

Green \v'oodpecker : 
Noted at Kielder . 

Skylark: 
Moving N. over sea in small flocks at B~burgh and Ross on 21st (DG e t al). 

4· / Raven 



• 
Raven: 
Noted at Halleypike and in Cheviots (LGH/EBM et al). 

Fieldfare : 
A movement suggested between 20th - 28th with 50 at Damburgh, 30 on Holy I s l and and 40 at 
Seaton Delaval. 

Song Thrush: 
30 on Holy Island on 21st (DG). 

Red wing: 
20 on Holy IslaDd on 21st (BG). 

Stonechat: 
2- 3 in Cresswell area during month (BHn). 

Grey ivagtail: 
Singles at Washington, Wallsend and \~ittle Dene during month. 

Waxwing: 
Still a few present. 7 at Denton Burn on 4th (JSB), 3 a t Cramlington on 7th (BMn), 1 ·-•·!; 
Killingworth on 6th (FC) and 2 in Darras Hall most of month (per :i3G) . 

Great Grey Shrike : 
Still 2 in Holywell Dene until 7th (MN et al ) and 1 at Plashett s on 25th (Ef<M) . SinGl es 
over the Bor der i n Tweed Valley on 14th and 21st. 

Goldfinch: 
Noted at \llallsend (1) and Tynemouth (4) . 

Si skin: 
5 a t Middleton Hall on 6t h (JMD). 

Twite: 
At Holy Island most of mont h with nax . of 50 - 60 on 7t11 (LGM et a1) . 3 at Wal 1send 
Swallow on 18th (MH). 

Brambling: 
At l eas t 30 at Wa1lingt on on 5th and 12 at Bol am on 16th (IK/RO). 

Yellow Hammer:-
Over 100 at \-lallsend Swallow after 18th (r,m). 

Snow Bunting: 
c100 at Whi t burn on 20th/21st (BU) and 40 at South Shields on 15th (R1\). 12 at Ross on 
21st (DG et a1 ) . 

LIS'r OF CONTRimJTrOHS 

I. H •. Armstrong. 
R. Adams. 
D. L. Allan. 
w. 13rady. 
J . M. Dayldon. 
J . S. Booth. 
F. Colley. 
K. G. Dures . 
C. E. Douglas . 
13 & M. Etherington . 
B. Gallowe.y . 
R. Gray. 
M. Hodgson. 

P. Kelly. 
I. Kerr. 
E. Lobley. 
n. Hartin . 
J. D. McElwee . 
L. G. McFarlane. 
J & R. McCutcheon. 
E. R. Meek. 
r'I. Nattrass. 
R. Norman. 
H. Osborne . 
A. J . Ri chards . 
M. Ri chard son. 

M. H. & E. L. Smith. 
G. Upton. 
B. Unwin. 
Bamburgh & Hauxley Ringing 
Stations . 

All r ecords f or April to Dr y an Galloway, 115 Southw8.y, S. "J.! . Den t on , Newcas t1e upon Tyne 
NE 15 7 RD by 9t h May 1971 please. 



•• • • . · . 



Tyneside Bird Club 

Wildfovll Count - 21s t !ebruary, 1971 

Again most of the important waters in Northumberland and North Durhain were 

covered but it is to be r egretted tha t such waters as Capheaton and Bol am Lakes 
and Lilburn Pond could not be covered. Less effective cover of the coastline 
was a lso a pity but t hese disappointments were l argely offset by the very 
cons iderable coverage of the River Tweed that was managed together with records 
from the River Tyne a t Hexham and Blaydon. 

Wildfowl numbers generally were disappointingly low presumably as a result 

of the mi.ld \·leather with Mallard, \oli geon , Eider and Common Scoter numbers wel l 
bel0\-1 normal. On the other hand heal t hy numbers of Tufte d Duck , Goldeneye , 
Goosander and Grey Lag Geese Here recorded. 

Species omitted from the table because of l ack of space \'lere as follows: -

Slavonian Grebe (6) Red Necked Grebe (1) and Pintail (6) 
fa rne Reserve. Gadwall (1) at Grindon Lough. 

all from Lindis-

The waters tha t drew a blank Here Tunstall , Hisehope , Havannah , Linn Heads, 
Little Swinburn and Cowey Sike. Killingworth had 4 Mute Swans , Waskerley 8 
Goosander, Smiddyshaw 2 Mall ard and Burnhope 5 Goosander . 

Few Clubs can boast such comprehensive cover age of the waters in a County the 

s ize of Northumberland (with North Durham as well) and it would be of obvious 

ornithologi cal importance to be able to make these counts a r egul ar f eature ever y 

year. A further November count should certainly be attempted. 

As a final comment the fi eld secretar y and r ecorder would like to thank all 
those members who took part . 
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I DIVERS - - 1 4 2 1 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 8 

LITTLE GREBE - - - - - - 2 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 5-6 - 1 1 9-10 

HAIJ..ARD - 35 - 270 130 201 202 40 - 100 24 3 40 19 90 30 18 65 100 2 15 6 4 10 23 8 276 1756 

TEAL - 8 - - - - - - - - - - 200 4o 40 1 - 25 - - 25 - - - 15 - 7 365 

V.IIGEON - 13)0 - 104 8 - 6 350 - - - - - 6 5 - - 40 20 - 80 26 - - - - 196 2041 

SHOVELE-~ - - - - - - - - - - - - - 1 - - - 1 - - 1 - - - - - - 3 

POClL\RD - - - - - - - - - - 46 4 - 10 6 - 23 75 - 1 21 15 - - 1 22 9 233 

TUFTED DUCK - - - - - - - - 70 - 40 12 - 57 65 24 19 48 - 2 17 30 - - 6 28 5 428 \ 

EIDER - 93 12 163 38 1 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 307 

CO . SCOTER - 20 - 4 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 24 

LONG T. DUCK - 20 - 2 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 22 

GOLDENEYE 27 1 - - - - 192 15 12 - 5 - - 2 2 - - - 14 - - 31 - 12 - - 9 337 

SMEW - - - - - - - 1 - - - - - - - - - - 3 - - 1 - - - - - 5 

R.B. MERGAr.BER 1 21 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 22 

GOOSANDER - - - - - - 60 - - 15 - 4 - - - - - - 19 - - 2 2 3 - - 35 172 

SHELDUCK - 350 - - - 1 - - - - - - - 7 - - - - - - - - - - - - 2 360 

GREYLAG GOOSE - 67 - - - - 500 560 - - - - - - - - - - - 1 - - - - - - - 1127 

MUTE Sv/AN . 109 15 - 11 - - 6o - - - - - - 14 2 4 2 2 - 3 - 5 1 - 4 - - 234 

\>/HOOFER SWAN 29 6 - - 114 - - - 9 19 - 17 27 2 - - - - 29 - - - - - - 255 I 

- -
BEWI CKS SWAN - - - 3 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 3 

COOT 6o 6 - - - - 41 - - - 50 - - 55 80 40 350 21 - 15 19 141 8 - 61 60 30 1041 

MOORHEN - - - - - - - - - - - - - 28 50 55 3 13 - - - - - 1 10 - - 160 I 
I 
! 
,I 
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M..RCH 1971 BULLETIN 

SUMMllRY 

~though the month was gener ally mild , sever al periods of northerly winds del ayed the 
arrival of the early Summer visitors end by end of month only Ring Ouzel and 'Y.heatear had 
been recorded , although 2 Arctic Skuas on 29th wer e r emarkably early. Lesser Black Ba0ks 
were also noted , with increasing frequency, after 7th. 

Migration of wildfowl and waders seemed t o proceed throughout month with no r eally disti r1 ~ · 

peaks , but Grebes seemed to increase inlP..nd after about 14th with a peak during l ast f eH 
days. 

Thrushes, Waxwings and Bramblings, the latter in larger numbers than have been seen ell 
Winter, moved steadily through , with \vaxwings showing an increase after 21st. Two SisJ.<"".r" 
flocks me.y also have been part of a la.rge scale movement through the area on their lvfty 'c.:> 

the Continent. 

Other interesting r ecords included 2 Mediterranean Gulls, 3 Shor e Larks, 2 Greet Grey 
Shrikes, and t he Holy Island Twites. 

Early .1\.pril has seen the appearance of a f ew mor e Great Grey Shrikes and 2 LP.pland Dun~.·.!: ,,; .. 
and by 17th Garganey, Sandwich Tern, all 3 hirundines, Hillow Warbler, Chiffchaff anu 
Redstart had all been r ecorded . More about these next month . 

CL.II.SSIFIED LIST 

13l ack-throated Diver: 
1 N. off Whitburn on 16th (nu) . 

Gr eat Northern Diver : 
1 off Holy Island on 28th (EHM/LGM). 

Red-throated Diver: 
At least 12 off Alnmouth on 13th (J ~ RMcC). 

Great Crested Grebe : 
On the sea, 7 off ;Unmouth on 13th (J & H.McC) anj 1 off Seaton Sluice on 7th (HW) . InJ >:>rd 

r ecor ds involved 3 at Catcleugh on 23rd (CMJi) and on 27th, 1 a t Seaton Burn (IK/HO) ar.J 1 

at Gosforth Park (HW). 

Red-necked Grebe: 
1 off Holy I sland on 28th (EIDvi/LGM). 

Black- necked Gr ebe: 
1 in Gosforth Park on 27th (mv) . 

Little Grebe: 
Reported from 10 waters after 14th. 8 at Grindon on 27th was largest concentration. (Ht 
et al). 

Fulmar: 
7 ledges occupied at a quarry near Ford on 28th (ER}f/LGM). A blue phase N. at Whitburn 
on 20th (nu). 

Cormorant: 
Inland records involved 8 - 9 at Hallsend Swallow for most of month (JDMcE et al) and 2 
at Seaton Burn on 27th (IK/RO). 8 wer e also on Cresswell Pond on several occasions end 

f eeding birds on Tweed wer e seen as far as 16 miles inland at Carham (LGM). At coast 1 a 
steady N. f!lovement was noted off Whitburn between 1st - 20th in flocks of up t o 29 (BU) . 

1. 
/Shag 



~: 
2 at Wall send SwallovT on 16th vTere most unusual ( JDl'icE) . 

Her on: 
ll records of l - 3 birds , most of which were probabl y on passage . ~ col ony in centro.l 

Northumberland contained about 25 pairs on 30th. 

Mallard : 
Numbers continued to decline . 120 at Ho l ywell on 14th (CED) and 105 at Der went on 13th 

(RN) wer e by far l argest flocks reported . 

Teal: 
Spring passage was most conspicuous at Washington where 75 - 90 were pr esent from 6th -

14th (BU/rtN et al) . Holywell , Grindon and Holy Island wer e amongst some of the 10 other 

waters t hat held up to 45 between 14th - 22nd . 

Gadwall : 
Single birds were at Gosfor th on 7th (BG) and at Grindon on 21st (ERM) . 

Wigeon: 
Spring passage , involving birds returnine N., was conspicuous at many waters . Bud l e .~L::·.:r 

of course still held 1100 on 7th (BRS) vrhen 320 were at Hoselaw in the N."il. (LG!-1/Nl\1) 1r .. i. 

Grind on held up t o 180 for most of month ( IIL.i/RG et al) and Den1ent lOO - 115 (RN/HG 0 +-; • ) 

90 off St. Marys on 8th (:B & 11lE ) and up to 55 at Holywell in mid -month (CED) were fu::'+;)u_· 

examples of larger gatherings . 

Pintail: 
Spring Passage was suggested by records of l at Ilolywell on 13th - 21st (CED et al), 2 - ·. 

at Washington between 14th - 23rd (RN/PK/BU) and 5 on Hol y Island on 28th (Elli~/LGM) . 

Shoveler: 
An influx aft er about 13th, being most notable at Holywell wher e 4 - 8 were noted on sev-· 

eral dat es until 26th ( CED/BG/B & ME) . Up to 3 also noted at Gosforth , Havannah, 

Washington and Gr indon. At Hoselaw in the N.W. 6 on 7th and ll on 23rd (LGM/MN/CMl\) . 

Scaup: 
On 7th, l at Berwick (LGM) and 5 N. off 1illnstead (BRS). 

Tufted Duck: 
60 - 70 were l argest concentrations , being noted at Gosforth on 7th and 22nd (BG/S~1), 

Dol am on 6th (IK) , Hose law on 7th (MN/1Gr1) , Holywell on 14th ( CED) , Northumberland l v':.:_;:;.­

on 13th (LGM) and Capheaton on 30th (EI{M). 

Pochard : 
Largest counts were 107 at Hoselaw (LGI1/MN), 60 at Gosforth (BG) , 50 at Dolam (IIC) ar/! 

50 at Ilartburn ( JSB) all on 6th/7th. Holy.vell he1:1 largest nur:.1bers of all other watc:r:~l 

with 29 - 34 between 6th - lt~ th ( CED et al) . 

Goldeneye: 
Again Tweedmouth held l ar gest number s with 220 there on 7th (LGM/NN) but further up t~.1 ~ 

river 35 were at Coldstream/Carham and 19 were at Hoselaw on same day. Elsewhere , 3Z · 

36 on the Northumberland Loughs between 13th - 27th, max. 18 at 11/hi ttle Dene on 6th (. iJG 

et al) , 16 at Capheaton on 30th (EBM) , 14 at Hartburn on 30th and 13 at Alnnouth on 1 ~ ~ .~1 

(IHA) with smaller numbers at many other \vaters. 

Long- tailed Duck: 
20 off Dambur gh on 7th was only r ecord (RN) . 

Conmon Scoter : 
103 off Bamburgh on 7th (lUf) and a small flock off Alnmouth (DG) wer e only r ecords . . 

Hed-breasted Mer ganser : 
31 off Holy Island on 28th (EHM/LGM) was by far l argest concentration. 

Newton (1 en 14th - 21st) and lunmouth (7 on 13th) . 

2 

Also noted off 

/Goosander 
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Goosander : 
39 at Derwent on 13th v1as lareest gathering (RN) but on 7th, 30 wer e on 'l\,•8ed at 
Col dstream/Car ham (LGMjMN). Double figures were also not ed at 14hittle Dene, ll on 2nd , 
and Wingat es , 12 on 30th (ERM) but up to 7 were noted at sever al of the other usual 
localities. 

Smew: 
Last noted at Whittle Dene on 7th when l only was present (BG/J & RMcC) . 

Shelduck: 
Budl e Tiay hel d 150 on 7th (lli~), and on 13th a total of 18 were in Alnmouth/fillble harbours 
(J & RMcC) . 2 at Washingt on on 6th (RN) and 2 at Gosfor th Park on 20t h (MU) sugsested 
l at e overland passage . Also 3 S. off Sent on Sluice on 29th (SJH) . 

Grey Lag Goose : 
The largest flocks were just over the Bor der in N.W. with 285 at Spronston and 101 at 
Hoselaw on 7th (LGM/MN) . The Budl e Bay flock r educed from 70 on 7th t o 41 by 21st (3~c 
et al). Elsewhere 24 were at Hart burn on 12th ( CM.il.) and 60 at Hallingt on on 14th (RG/W"'.J 
EL). 

Br ent Goose : 
Still 60 in Holy Island area on 7th (HN) . 

Canc,da Goose : 
2 pairs at Hallington on 14th (RGf~~/EL) was only record. 

Mute Swan: 
92 at Tweedmouth on 7th (LGM/MN) and 14 at ~~ble on 13th (J & ~lcC) were lar~est counts, 

vlhooper S\van: 
Some interesting counts as return passage continued . The largest flocks were noted at 
Spronston, 38 on 7th (LGM/MN); Holywell, 21 - 22 f rom 13th - 21st (CED et al); 
Capheaton, 17 on 14th (C~); Grindon, 33 - 35 from 9th - 21st (RG/GU e t al); Hartburn , 
28 - 45 from 7th - 30th (JSD/ER}I et al). Many records of parti es of up t o 10. 

Bewick ' s Swan: 
3 near Budle Bay on 7th ( lill) and 1 at Ballburgh on 20t h/21st (BRS) . Grindon held ~ betwc..--:-:: 
14th - 21st (ERMfivGJ) . 

Sparr m.,r Hawk : 
Noted at Bamburgh (l on 7th) , Pont eland , Gosforth and Slaley. 

Per egr ine : 
A f alcon at Killingworth on 1st may have been of this species (JDMcE). 

Merlin: 
Singles in Holywell Dene on 13th (H ... ) , and Holy Island on 28th (LGr-1/ERM) . 

Water Rail: 
Sever al at Gosforth (BG et el) ru1d l near Bel say (WGJ) t owards end of month. 

l'ioorhen: 
14 in Budle Bay on 7th (BRS) may have been part of a movement . 

Coot: 
55 on Tweed Estuary on 7th (LGM/M}r) 80 at Holywell on 6th (CED) , 91 at Br ooml ee on 13th 
(LGH) and 150 at Seaton Durn on 29th (Elllvl) . Up to 40 many other lakes and ponds . 

Oystercatcher: 
Overland passage was sugges t ed by 2 - 4 at Whittle Dene between 6th - 27th (IHA/JSD/ BG), l 
at Grind on on 14th ( J & lll1cC) , 1 - 2 at ~Iolywell between 20th - 26th ( CED) , 3 at DerwE.nt 
on 28th ( J & hllcC) and 1 at Sea ton Burn on 29th (EHM) . 41 at 1illlble on 13th was largest 
coastal gathering . 

3. / Ringed Pl o•rer 



Ringed Pl over : 
An i nland pass ege bird at Hol ywell on 13th/14th (CED) . 

.,. . .. ·' 

Gr ey Pl over : 
5 at Bambur gh on 7th (IIC) and 30 on Hol y I sle.nd on 28th (ERM/LGM) . 

Turns t one : 
Larges t f l ock was 70 on Holy Isl and on 28th (ERM) . 

J ack Sni pe : 
1 a t Ross on 14th (LGH) . 

Woodcock: 
An unusual r ecor d of 1, pr obably on passage , at Ki llingwor t h on 17th (JDMcE). Not ed in 

breedi ng areas at Prestwick Carr and Belsuy . 

Curlew: 
Over 600 in Hol y Island/Budl e Bay area on 7th , lOO a t Derwent on 13t h (RN) and lOO at 
Gr indon between 9t h - 15th (LGM et al). 

Bar- tail ed Godwi t : 
20 at Holy Isl and on 28t h (EHN) and 5 at Nev1t on on 21st (ABl e t al) . 

Gr een Sandpiper : 
The Whittle Dene bird was pr esent t hr oughout month (MR et al ) and l , possibl y t he same. 
near Cor br idge on 7th . Also l nee~ Wool er on 28t h Febr uary (JKJ) . 

Red shank : 
Passage was suggested by lOO at Hauxl ey on 6th (HRS) , 129 at .Al nmouth/iuuble on 13th 
(J & RMcC) , 70 at Holywell on 21s t (vG) , 150 at Washi ngt on on 25th (B1l e t al) and l OO vn 
Holy Island on 28th (Elli11) . Smal l er numbers as f ar inland as Gr i ndon . 

Knot : 
600 - 700 at St . Mary ' s f or most of month (BG/B & }ffi) was by f ar l argest r eport ed gathdr · 

ing . 

Pur pl e Sandpiper: 
200 at St . l1ary' s en 8th vms a very l arge gathering (B & ME) . Smaller number s , usu«ll v 
l ess than 10 at several other poi nts on coast . 

Dunlin: 
At l east 1000 still in Holy I sland area on 28th (ERM) . 246 at Ambl e on 13t h (J & RMcC) 
was only other l arge count . Holywell at t r ac t ed l - 5 be tween 6th - 13th (CED) . 

Ar ctic Skua : 
An unusual r ecor d on 2 S. of f Senton Sluice on 29th (S~{) . 

Lesser Bl ack- Backed Gull : 
6 r ecor ds of l - 2 birds , mainly moving N. at l ocalities as far apart as Budl e Bay ~1d 
Gr eenlee Lough between 7th - 27th . 

Common Gull : 
250 at Whittle Dene on 28t h (I1R) . 

Glaucous Gull : 
Singles off lJillstead on 7th and 21st (DRS ) and off .tinoout h on 13th (J & ~IcC ) . 

Medi t er r anean Gull : 
fill adult on Holy Island on 14th and 28th (LGM/ID{M et al ) . 
via ~l f ollowing a pl ough ?.t Delford between l st - lOth . 
as the metal r ing , was noted . 

Also a r i nged bird r epor "ttoc"! 
A yellow col our r i ng , as wei l 

/Collar ed Dove 
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Coll ared Dove : 
Seen at Haydon Bri dge , a new area, on 13th (LGM) . 

Barn Owl : 
Noted at }lilbour ne (WGJ) . 

Long- eared Owl : 
A t ired bird in Hol ywell Dene on 14th (nG) . 

Short- ear ed Owl : 
Wallsend Swallow attracted 4 between 16th and 30th (JDMcE) . 1 - 2 also not ed at PreshJil:~' 

Carr , Havannah , Killingworth , IL-,l ywell and Budle Bay during month. 

Shore Lark: 
Still 3 at \Vhi tburn on 6th (RN) . 

Gr een Woodpecker: 
Noted at Redesmout h . 

Great Spotted Woodpecker : 
Noted at Ovingt on , Stocksfielc , Sl?~ey and Dipton Mill . 

Raven: 
A pair at a nest site in Cheviot s . 

Hooded Crow: 
l at Benton on 23rd (KGD) . 

Marsh Ti t: 
Noted at I3elsay. 

Wi llow Tit : 
Quite plenti ful at PrGstwick Carr toward end of month. 

Long- tailed ~,!._i: 

Half completed nest at Corbridge on 28th (1-ffi) . 

Fieldfare : 
The usual pre-emi5~ation gather ings were noted i nland , with 200 near Egl ingham on 12th 

( CMA) , 110 at Milbourne 15th - 31st (vlGJ) , 120 at Wingat es on 30th (EliM ) and 150 at Wool e:.. 

on 28th (JKJ). Up t o 80 at several other localit i es . 

Song Thrush: 
Light influx noted at Pri ors Park, Tynemouth on 30th (JGD). 

Red\ving: 
25 at Ba.mbur gh on 21st ( llitS) and 4 at Wallsend Swallow on 26th (MRS) wer e only site 

records but they \.,rer e heard emigrat ing on 2 successi ve nights near end of month (BG). 

Ring Ouzel : 
3 in College Vall ey on 28t h (LGM/~1) wer e fir st of Sprine . 

Wheatear : 
1 at Tynemouth on 30th (KGD) was f irst and only r ecor d. 

Stonechat: 
3 at Chevington on 6th (HRS) . 

Grey Wagtail: 
AS many as 7 i n Gosforth Park on 1st wer e unusual (HW) . Singles also noted at Chevir\;;to~·, 

and HolY\.,rell on 6th - 13th. 

/Waxwing 

5. 



Waxwing: 
2 at Westerhope on 6th (IK/RO) but after 21st , 1 - 2 not ed from Mil bourne , Heddo~ , 

Whitley Bay and Sunderland, suggested r e turn passage . 

Great Gr ey Shrike : 
1 at \o/ooler on 28t h February (JKJ) and 1 in Holywell Dene en 28t h (MN). 

Hawfinch: 
1 at Staward on 30th (Mtl ). 

Greenfinch : 
Flock of 300 at Ellington on 6th (LQ1). 

Goldfinch: 
Noted at Killingworth (6) and Stonehaugh (10 ). 

Si skin: 
2 large flocks not ed. 60 at Cor bridge on 6th (MR ) and 100 at Stocksfield on 14th r educi:'J, -' 

to 40 by 21st (nu~/J & RMcC). 

Twite: 
Still 20 - 25 on Holy Isle~d on 7th (RN). 

Cross bill: 
1 - 2 at each of Stocksfield , Halley Pike and Wurk between 13th - 27th (IHA/J &. HMcC/1C-f1) _, 

Chaffinch: 
~\n early nest, almost complet ed , at Redesmouth on 20th (WGJ). 

Brambling: 
On 7th, 60 at i3olam (J & liMcC), on 13th, 40 at Walling-t on ( l1R & E1S) aYid 10 at Hol y.vell 

(RJ..) and on 11th, 12 at Milbourne (\vGJ). 

Snow Bunting: 
20 at Whi tburn on 6th (RN), 2 at Boulmer on 13th (IIL1) and 4 at H.0ly Island on 28th ( :!!:l~v: 

IGM). 
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TYNE SIDE B I RD 

APRIL 1971 BULLETIN 

SUMMARY 

C L U 13 

A very mixed month with a combination of early and late arrivals . With high pressure t o 

the N. off the Country and a low pressure centre over France , moderate ~ winds brought a 

heavy movement of Fulmars, Lesser Black-Backs and Common Gulls on 3rd/4th. .~ the hig~ 

transferred E. into Scandinavia and the low slov1ly r eceded into the Bay of lliscay, \v:~l<d s 

became more Easterly and with l ow cloud cover between 6th - 9th a fe\v Gr eat Gr ey Shrik ns 

made landfall and the first \.Jillow Warblers and Ga.rganey v1er e s een. The weather beca..ne 

more settl ed during the next fe\·1 days as a Hibh centre was l ocated over Dri ta.in but heavy 

c l oud cover over N. France was probably r esponsi ble for the arri val of only a 1ew S~liller 

visitors . 

A ridge of high pressure acc~... ·,panied by cJ earing skies ext ended N. from France on 17th and 

a few more Summer migr ants a..-::cived including an Osprey but it was not until after 20"t!1 

that the bulk arrived under B1Ililar but warmer conditions . By 23rd the same High cenr..!" e 

h ad transferred NE to Scandinavia and with SE winds t r aversing almost t he whole of ce:. r : ·:1 

and N Europe many continental migrants made landfall on E. coast of :i:iri tain . Mos t of n ,e 

r egular Summer mi grants were involved but t he more interesting species included anothe;: 

Osprey, Red-footed Falcon, Crane, Little Gull, Wryneck, Black Redstart and a few Lesse~ 

Whi tethroats. The month terminat ed with a Bl ack Tern on 28th and a l ate flock of Darn.,.c _;_e 

Geese on 29th but Common Whitethroats and Garden Warblers had s till to arrive . 

CLASSIFIED LIST 

GTeat Nortt cTn Di ver: 
In Holy I sland area l on /fth and 14th anJ. 3 on 25th (R..:'./ '.l:'...K/EilM) . 

Diver (sp) : 
l - 3 off several coastal point s all month . 

Cre sswell be tween lOth - 12th ( illf/ GU et al) . 

Gre at Crest ed Gr ebe : 

23 of f Alnmouth on lOth (Ei~l) anJ 5 - 8 o~f 

:t-lost birds were i dent ified as ~q_.~-~!-g:_~~~e§ .• 

Inland records involved single bi r d s at Gosforth until 26th (BG/DEP e t al) . vlhittle D:,ne 

on lOth (JSB) , Hallington on 22nd/ 2ilth (CrU/BHT) and North-umberlend Lough s on 9t h r .. ml ~8th. 

Up t o 3 were noted at Catcleugh, 2 wo;:r e at Dr assi.::e on 9th and 2 at Sea ton Burn rm l6·.,h 

(JEP/IK). Offshore , l off Farnes on llth (J1 & HE) and l off Holy Isla.nd on 25th (~IL) . 

Red - necked Grebe : 
l off Holy Isl and from l /f th - 25th (Elti•I et al) and 10 off Bambureh on ll th ( BHS). 

Sl avoni an Grebe: 
l off Holy Isl and on 9th (IK/RO) . 

Little Grebe : 
Breeding birds well establ ished on at l east 14 waters , and passage through t he area w~;.s 

suggest ed by a peak of 7 at Washington on 14th f alling to nil by 28th. Grindon Lough had 

attr acted 10 by 26th (J & RMcC et al). 

Fulmar : 
A very heavy N. movement off Hauxley on t1th r eaching a peak of about 500 per hour (Iffi3) . 

Gannet: 
Smal l numbers noted moving N. off Hauxl ey on 5 days between 3r d - 21st (IDeS). 

Cormor ant : 
Up to 6 were again feed ing at \1/allsend Swallow Pond for most of month (LJM et al). 

Heron: ---
Passage was suggested by a. number of r ecord s of mainly single bi::::-d s from Holy I s l anrl , 

Howi ck, Cresswel l and \o./ashinc t on between 4th and 22nd . ~~ a t t he l n tter on 8 t h ( JJt:f) vTas 

the l ar gest gr oup away from the inland f e ed ing haunts of breeding bird s. 
/Jiiallnrd 



Mallard: 
Derwent Res ervoir with 80 on 3r d (RN) and Cresswell with 70 on 13th (GU) were the only 

aress that held in excess of 25 during month. 

Teal: 
Counts in excess of 40 wer e made at Holy Island on 4th (40+), Grindon on 9th (c40) , 

Washingt on on 8th (85) and Ellington on 18th (40+) . 

Garge.ney: 
A pair at Washingt on from 6th - 9th (JEP) and l - 3 pairs at Gosforth f~om 9th - 12th 

(BG/HW). At Hauxley , a f emP.le on 12th e..nd a pe.ir on each of 18th and 22nd (IffiS). . 

Gadwall: 
A suggestion of Spring passage with 5 records. 1 at Derwent en 3r d (RN), 1 at Newton 0n 

lOth (CHA) . 2 at Witton-le- wee.:r on 18th (MR), 2 at Holy Island on 25th (DL) and 1 at 

Grindon on 26th - 28th (J & RMcC/LGM) . 

\>/igeon: 
Still 122 at Grindon on 8th (LGM et al) and during l ast week of month small parties v1-.:-n: 

lingering at sever a l of the r egular Winter haunts. 

Pintail: 
Holy Island Lough attracted up to 6 between 3r d and 25th (Rli./Riil</MR et al). 1 at Lintf.'-:­

on lOth was the only other r ecord (I&) . 

Shovel er: 
Noted from 12 waters tlainly nec.r coast , the 2 exceptions being Hall ington ( 2 on 22nd) ·~x:i' 

Grindon (up to 3 most of month). Seven, on Holy Isl and on 25th, was largest gather ing. 

Most of the r ecor ds were probably of passage birds . 

Tufted Duck: 
27 at Grindon on 9th (J & RMcC), 40 at Holywell on l Oth (GU) and 72 at Caphee.ton on 22:/1 

( CHA) \vere by f ar largest counts , although many wabrs still held small parties at end of 

month. 

Pochard: 
Only r eported from Hallington, Gosforth, Bothnl and Swallow and counts did not exc.ecd :::..5. 

Gcl deneye : 
Present on most water s , even during latt€r :t.J.lf of month and an aggregate of 112 on H 1e 

Nor thumberland Loughs on 8th (LG!-1) . O+;hs:L' cou.'1.~S in excess of 10 wer e r ecPi ·h:::'l f:c0J.1 

Derwent (16 on 3rd), Whittl e Dene (15 en l Oth tind still 11 on 25th) and Deal (20 on l2t~~. 

Long- tail ed Duck: 
.An unusual ?..nd interesting r ecord of 1 i nl<md at Whitl ey Bey Quarry on 26th ( JDMcE). 

De.mbu~gh/Holy I sland area was responsible for all the other r ecords and a max . of 30 

\·las noted ther e on 12th (EHM/LGM et al ) . Still 8 present on 25th. 

Comr.10n Seot er: -------
Up to 12 noted off Ne\vton, Alnmouth and Hauxley between 3r d - 22nd (ERM et al) . 

Red-breasted Merganser: 
Noted off sever al points between Holy Island and Sea t on Sluice but Cresswell, with a L'·".~~ . 

of 16 on 12th (GU), provided largest gathering . 

Goosander: 
28 at Derwent on 3rd (RN) and 12 at Bywell on 9th (DG) . Hartburn , Hallington and Colt 

Cr e.g each hel d 1 - 4 birds but by mid- ;nonth most r ecords were of small pa;,:tie s [tt the 

breeding ar eas on the Tyne and Coquet. A pair with 5 young at Kielder on 17th wa8 n 

r emarkably early date (DL). 

SmevJ: 
Fer!!ale still at Broomlee Lough on 8th (LGt-1) . 

2. 
/Sheldt' r:k 



Shelduck: 
Budle Bay had a max. of 100 on 3rd (BRS) . Other recognised haunts contained more than 

the breeding populations with 10 at Ne-v1ton on 12th (Eill<I), 16 at H.mxley on 11th (ffi(S) , 
and 16 - 21 at Cresswell between 9th - 22nd (RN et al) . Inland recor ds involved 3 at 

Whittle Dene on 5th (BEP), 1 at Bl aydon on 27th (BL) and l at Droomlee on 28th (LGM;~~I) . 

Grey Lag Goose: 
A flock of 300 at Hartburn on 4th is unusual for time of year (JEP) . In Dudle Bay/Fenh~~ 

Flats ar ea 69 on 3rd had declined to 50 by lOth. (llRS/IF_t ... et al) . l at Holy Island o.n 

18th (LGH) and 1 at Holywell on 22nd (13 t~ ME). 

Pink-footed Goose : 
A solitary bird at Hauxley on 25th (HHS). 

Brent Goose : 
2 late parties on Fenham Flats with 9 dark-breasted there on 16th and 9 pale- breQsteG 2~ 

23rd (per JMl3) . 

Barnacle Goose : 
Flock of 68 N. over Holy Island on 29th (per ~~). 

Canada Goose : 
5 pair s in Sweethope , Hallington , Cf:· l t Crag area (RG/\f.i3/EL et al) . 

Mute Swan: 
54 at Berwick on 12th (EHN) and 20 at Jinble on lOth - 16th (Hi\S) . 2 swimDling liT . off 

St . Marys on 9th (MHS/ELS) maJe an ~~usual site . 

Whooper Swe: : 
Aagnificent decrease since March. 
largest flock . 3 - G i n '.;ress~v.a ll 
et al) were only other records . 

33 at Hartburn on ,';f:'.., (JEP/J & .i.l1cC) was by fnr 
area be tween 9th - 18th and 3 at :i 't:;<~l on 4th ( E:t N/f0 

Buzzard : 
1 at Hepple on 12th (per Eill1). 

Sparrow Hawk: 
Reported from Falstone , Bellingham, ::.'elsfl.y , Horsley , Stocksfiel d , Mol esdon and l.f2.e~iu:-:.-:>L 

Osprey: 
Two records; l at Falstone on 17th an:: 1 near Etal on 25th (131) . 

Merlin: 
l at Bamburgh on 17th (BRS ) was only record . 

Red-footed Falcon: 
A female remained in Backhouse Park , Sunderle.nd from 24th until 29th. Many obser vers 

obtained excellent views at close range as it feel both on the vling and on the [rr ow.d , ~:.n:~ 

also whilst it rested in the lower branche s of the trees . Thi~ s eems to be the thi~i 

r ecord for Co . Durham (c . I3rigG's/RA/R..'J{/BU et al) . 

Kestrel: 
Early nesting was noted near Pontelnnd when 2 pairs each had 4 eggs by 20th (Efu~) . 

Black Grouse: 
Leeks wer e l ocated in Kielder (9 cocks on 7th) and Ah1in Valley (3 cocks on 25th (m-:F) . 

Crane : 
l was seen and filmed on Holy Island on 24th (per E..11.I'1) . 

\·later Rail: 
l at Bamburgh on 4th (BRS) and hec1Xd calling in Gosforth Park on several occas ions (11G) . 

3 
/ Coat 



Coot: 
Continued passage, probably involving emigrating birds, was suggested by r ecords in 

unusual localities; l on the sea at Seat on Sluice on 9th (GU), 8 Rt ~Vhittle Dene en lOth 

and 25th (IHA/JSD) and l killed on a main rosd near Gosforth on llth (1'J3l/HW). 40 at 

Holywell on lOth ( GU) and 50 at Capheaton on 22nd ( C?11 .. ) were lareest counts from the typic-· 

al haunts. 

Oystercatcher: 
200 at Hoss on 12th (EltM) and 70 at St . Mary's on 21st (B & ~lli). 

Grey Plover: 
Fenham Flats/Ross held at least 160 on 12th/13th (EI<M/LGM). Elsewher e l at Boulmer on 4t~ 

(ERM) and l at Hauxley on 12th (HHS). 

Golden Plover: 
50 at Grindon on 4th (MH), 200 at Longhoughton on 4th (LGH/EHM) and 150 at Newton on L th 

(BG). The latter 2 flocks c;;.:ltained a l a:>?ge proportion of the N. rn.ce. 

Turns tone: 
170 at St. Mary's on 24th (MH) end up t o 50 a t 5 other points on the coast. 

Snipe: 
150 at Gosforth Park on 3rd (HW) and 31 at Linton on .:;th (:&?M/LGM) . 

Jack Snipe: 
l on Holy Island on 24th (BL). 

Wood cock: 
Single pas&~ge birds in Wallsnd Park on 8th (JSB) and on Holy Island on 13t h (ERPI) . 

Curlew: 
lOO on Holy Island on 12th (EltM). 

Whimbrel: 
At Hauxley l N. on 19th end l N. on 22nd (HRS) . 

Black-tailed God\vi t: 
l at JUnmouth on 18th (RN), l at Wa~.1 send Swallow on 21st (JDMcE) and l a t :!3r enkley ll.·' 

25th (MH). 

Bar-tailed Godwit: 
Only 20 remained on Fenham Flats by l [ th (LGG) . 

Green Sandpiper: 
The Whittle Dene bird was still present on 24th (nm/JJEP et al) and l on t he Tyne at 

Corbridge on 20th nay huve been same bir~ (~ll1 ) . 

Common Sandpiper: 
First noted on N. Tyne at Chollerford on lOth (per RJ~) and on 13th, 2 at vzylam (IHj) . ~ 

f ew \oJere on most rivers by 17th/18th and t he species had become well established throt·e:b~ 

out area by 25th. 

Red shp..nk: 
Spring passage continued throughout most of month, la~gest flocks being not ed at 

v/ashingt on (max. 130 on 8th) , Hoss (85 on 12th), ~U.nnouth (lOO on 18th) and H·mxley 

(lOO on 24th). 

Spot t ed Redsbank: 
l at Holywell on 15th (MN) . 

Purple Sandpiper : 
St ill 150 - 200 on the St . Hary ' s area on 20t h/21st (B & M£;/EH) . Up to 25 at sav.:;ral 

other points on coast . 

4· fou!1lin 
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Dunlin: 
300 at Ross on 12th (El~) and small er flocks noted at many other coastal points. l 
inland at Grindon on 28th (LGM). 

Sander ling: 
90 at St . Mary ' s on 20th (HH) was by far largest flock reported . 

Ruff: 
A male at Washington on 27th/28th (HN/JEP/BU) . 

Lesser- tlack Back Gull: 
Spring passage continued throue,"hout month both overland and at coast . 200 per nour at 
Annstead on 3rd suggested a peak about that tine (BHS et al) \vhilst Scandinavia.n bird ::: 
wer e noted at Hauxley (l on 24th and 3 on 25th) . 

Common Gull : 
Spring passage r eached a. peal' early in month with 1000 et \oliddrington , 800 at i\IIlble an:l 
1000 at Longhirst on 3rd (BG/Ehl<I), 500 a.t Cresswell on 4th and 3 - 4000 at Deni'cnt on 
8th (MR). 

Glaucous Gull: 
l at Hauxley on 4th (HRS) and l at ;umstead on 3rd - ll th (m~s) . 

Little Gull: 
fill adult on Holy Island on 25th (BL) . 

/Mediterranean G~~l : 
l reported off He ss on 17th (H:Vl) but no notes received ."J 
Kittiwake: 
N. passage noted off HauxJey on 4th and 22nd (up t o 300 per hour) and off \:lhi tlP.~' B2y (·n 

28th (1000 per hour) . 

Bl ack Tern : 
l at St . Mary ' s on 28th eventually flew off N. (l{H) . 

1 Commic 1 Tern: 
7 N. off St . Mary ' s on 28th was the first and only r8cord (RH) . 

Little Tern: 
1 at Holy Island on 24th (BL). 

Sandwich Tern: 
Fi rst noted on llth with 2N. off Nev1ton (TIG) am} l 5N. off Hauxley (liltS) . Became 
increasingly common thereafter passing N. e.t 40 per hour off Hauxley on 20th and e.t 
60 per hour on 22nd (HHS) . 

Auks (sp): 
Moving N. at 200 per hour on 4th (illtS) . 

Stock Dove : 
Noted , probably breeding , at Wallsend Park , Benton and Denton TIUrn. 

Cuckoo : 
Only 2 records; 1 at Ravensworth on 25th (1~~) end l at Derwent on 30th. 

Barn 0\vl : 
Noted at Ee.rsdon , Harnfordham and South Shiel ds . 

Little Owl : 
Noted ut Br enkley. 

Tawn_y_Q~l : 

l a:cri ved from E. a t South Shields at wi.d - day on 9th (lLl) . 

5. /Lonr.:;-ear ed Owl 
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Long- eared Ov1l: 
Noted at Gosfor th , Ponteland (br eeding ) and Holy Island (l on 24th). 

Short- eared Owl : 
l - 3 no t ed at s everal points be tween Holy Isl and and Washington Ponds until 18th. Furth&! 

inland, recor ds from lliwinton , Blanchland , 3renkl ey and Ponteland probably invol ved 

breeding birds . 

Kingfisher: 
Only reported from Witton-le - Wear (MIT{). 

Green Woodpecker: 
Heard in Hulne Park and at Stocksfield . 

Great Spotted Woodpecker : 
Noted at Gosforth, Stocksfield, Bolam e~d Hulne Park. 

Wr yneck: 
;, passage bird at Bamburgh on 24th (:i3RS) . 

Shore Lark: 
Still 3 at Whi tbur n on 13th CJU) . 

Swallow: 
The first was at Holywell on 14th (Ail ) followed by l at \lashingt on on 15th (i:\N) and :1. 2.:, 

Hauxl ey on 16th (HRS) . By 17th/18th small numbers \vere present in s ev eral areas , m&.:Lr>.:: y­

near coast . A h83VY movement t ook place on 25th when 70 per hour were noted moving N< 

at Newton (Fe), 100 were at Hallington (MJ.(S/ELS) and 50 at \-Jhittlo Dene (IHA/JS:J) . 

House Martin: 
The first, were 2 at :aexh am on 17th ( ~G) follov1ed by 2 at Pel ton and l at Bamburp-,h on 

18th. During the subsequent week, r ecords we r e r eceived from many areas as far apart 'J3 

Colt Crag, Hartley and Wal lsend Swallow. 

Sand }lartin: 
Late in arriving . First noted on 12th with 2 at Gosforth Park (BG) and s ever ::>.l at 

Stocksfield (BL) but it was not un-!;il afh:r 18th that they \·Jere reported \vi th ~J.Y deg:·~.-·G 

of ret,'Ulari ty . 

Raven: 
A pair in the Border Forest on 21st but no nest could 'ue f ound . .tJlOther poo:c year !":·:.· 

this species . 

Marsh Tit: 
Repor t ed f r om Bolam and Howick Dene . 

Fie l dfar e : 
Pre- emigrati on flocks were noted all ovor the area, mainly inland , until late in t he 1.:01·. ~ · .. 

The largest were 150 at Whittle Dene on 1st, 200 at Whitley Chapel on 7th (}ffi) , 400 2t 

Kirkwhelpi ngton on 3rd (IK/RO), l OO at Matfen on 5th (DEP) , 700 at DRrdon Mill on lit !: ~.;; · · 

100 at Bellingham on 28th (LGM) . 1000 on Holy Island on 24th (:aL) , 170 at Hauxley o:1 

26th (ims) , 500 at Cressw;,ll on 26th (JEP) and l t;O at Swallow Ponds, WalJ.send (LJM) '.!.: ~.:! 

29th had probably all been forced down during adverse weathe r concitions . 

Song Thrush: 
A distinct influx was noted on 24th with many on Ifuly Isl~nd and more th~~ is usu a l at 

Tynemouth and Marsden (BL/KGDjiL:,). 

Red wing: 
Up t o 20 at 10 different localities between 8th and 24th . A speci es t hat is not often 

seen during i1pril. 

Ring Ouzel : 
Passage birds a t Hauxley (1 on 9th/l Oth) , Holy Isla."Ylcl (2 on 1-f-th, 3 on 2t)th and •i on ~5t: · 

/Daru"!-lurgh 
6. 
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(2 on 23rd) , North Seaton (l on 27th) ann Killingworth (2 on 28th) . 

Blackbird : 
Passage was most obvious on Holy Island with 20 - 50 on several dates between 13th - 24th 

RJ.jEI~) . ~lso 50 trapped at Hauxley during month , mainly between 3rd - 19th. The nest bo=~ 

in Kenton is again being used this year (MRS/ELS) . 

Wheatear: 
Passage through coastal areas seemed to reach a peak 

I sland (BL) , 25 at Tiaoburgh (BRS) &~d 20 at Hauxley. 

usual i nl and , even at end of month . 

Stonechat : 

on 22nd - 25t h with 150 on Holy 
Birds were not as plentiful as 

An unusual record of l inland at Hexham on 14th and 27th February (AJR) . l at St . Mary: s 

on 24th (KGD) . 

Whinchat : 
A ver y early bird near Hepple on 12th (per ERM). 1 at Hauxley on 16th (rnts) and 

between 21st - 25th up to 10 were noted at Holy Island, Damburgh, Hauxl ey, St . Mary' s, 

Washi ngton and Denton Burn . 

Redstart: 
The f irst was at Holyv1ell on 21st (HH) followed by l at Be.mburgh on 22nd (DTIS). DetwcE:;:1 

24th - 27th up to 10 were noted at Holy Island , Bamburgh, Hauxley, Whit l ey Bay, Marsden~ 

Slaley, Whi ttle Dene and Newburn . 

Black Redstart: 
l in Priors Park, Tynemouth on 24th (KGD). 

Robin: 
Coastal influxes were noted at Hauxley on 9th - llth and at Holy Isl~1d , B~aburgh and 

Hauxley on 24th/25th . AverRge numbers \vere 10 - 15 on each occasion and most were pro'~ ­

ably Continentals . 

Grasshopper Warbler: 
Jm early record of l at Stocksfield on 13th (per ERN) follo\ved by singles at Prestwick 

Carr on 20th (Eh.~) and Capheaton on 22nd ( CI1A) . .An influx occurred on 23rd - 25th whe1 : 

up to 4 were noted at Bamburgh , Hauxley and Druridge . 

Sedge Warbler : 
Only observed at 3 loca.li ties; 2 on Holy Island on 24th (::31) , l ut llamburgh on 25t~l (: ~1F 

and l - 2 at Gosforth Park betHeen 27th - 30th (Elil1/I3G). 

Blackcap : 
First reported on 2:}th when 2 on Holy Island ( DL) . Next day l at Dambureh and 2 at 

Ravensworth (LJM) . Only other r ecord was l in H0lYHell Dene on 30th (R~). 

Garden \varbler: 
Only l record; l at Hauxley on 19th (Hi:I.S). 

\-lhi tethroa t : 
iUso only 1 r ecord ; a male at Hauxley on 23rd - 25th (HRS) . 

Lesser \Vhi tethroat: 
ll. very ear ly bird singi ng at Ha.rtford on lOth (ABl) . /J.l other records were at the c.o.;:s ·~ 

between 23rd - 25th with 3 on Holy Island, 3 at Hauxley and l at Bambur gh . 

Willow Warbl er : 
Fir st noted at Priors Park , Tynemouth with 1 - 3 on 8th/9th (KGD/MH) by ll t h 3 v1er o e.t 

Hexhem (AJll) and on 14th singl es wer e on Holy Island (EltM) and at Gosforth Park (llG). 

Thereafter numbers steadily increased with a distinct influx on 18th and again on 22nd -

25th. J\n ' acredulc: ' (N. race ) vn~s trapped at Hauxley on 19th . 

7. 
/Chiffcha.ff 
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CHIFFCHAF'F: 
First noted at Dipton (l on llth) a~d Ravensworth (l on 12th) . (BL/LJM). On 16th, l et 

South Shi elds (RA) and after 18th they '"er e noted a t Hulne Park, Ravens,.,rorth, Hexham, 

Heddon and Gosforth Park. 

Gold crest : 

. . ( 

Small scal e passage through coastal areas was noted on most days between 3rd and 25th. 25 

at Howick on 4th (Eill1), 12 a t Hauxley on lOth - 12th (IDtS) and 12 at Damburgh on 17th -

18th (BRS) were largest counts. 

Pied Flycatcher: 
l at Bamburgh on 17th/18th (illiS) was the first . Only other r ecor ds were 3 on Holy Island 

on 24th/25th and 1 at Hauxley on 25th (HRS). 

Meadow Pipit: 
An increase noted in Hauxley on 9th (HltS). 

Tree Pipit: 
The first were 2 at Bal!lburgh on 22nd ( :;:ms) with 5 there on 24th . On 25th, 1 at Di pton 

(JSB) and l at Whittle Dene (AJR). l at St. Mary's on 29th was the only other r ecor d. 

White Wr~gtail: 
On 18th, l at Holy Isl~nd (EllM), 2 at Cresswell and 1 at Alnmouth (rtN). On 22nd, 3 at 

Annstead (13hS) and on 29th, 1 at Swallaw Ponds, \vallsend (LJM) . 

Grey Wagtail: 
Noted at Sheepwash, Hulne Park, L~~gleeford and Hertford. 

Yellow \ve.gtail : 
2 on the Farnes on 14th (IK/RO) were first. On 17th, l at Kiel der ( 3L) end on 19th, l at 

Had stone (HRS). After 21st a steady increase vTas noted throughout area with 12 at Whi i;tl: 

Dene on 25th (A~ti) being the largest gathering . 

Great Gr ey Shrike: 
Several r ecords between 6th - 11th suggested a smal l influx. 1 at Whitley Bay on 6th 

(JDMcE), when 3 were on the Farnes (per BhS) , 1 at 13arnburgh on 7th until 18th (JJl\S), l 

at J3E:adnell and l at Cornhill on 8th (pGl.' EHM) , l at Hauxley on l Oth (HRS) arH1 l at Ii! .. . l 

from 9th - ll th ( IK/HO) • 

Waxwing: 
l at Tynemouth on 7th/8th (KGD/MH), 3 at \<lhitburn on 12th (per :OU) and l on F~1rnes on · ;· : ... 

(131-tS). 

Hawfinch: 
1 at Hartford on 5th/6th (per ABl) . 

Goldfinch: 
Noted at Sunderland, Denton Burn, Washington, Tynemouth, Hauxley, Hallingt on , and Alwinto': 

Si skin: 
2 n~ Ryton on 5th (J & ~fuC) , 150 at Dipton on 11th (JEP), 20 at Stocksfield on 13th 

(IRA). On 18th, 10 at Bud le Day, 15 at Bamburgh ·and 6 at Hulne Park (Eiill/RA). l at 

Hauxley on 21st (Hl1S) . 

Twite: 
Up to 25 at Hauxley on 8 days between 3rd and 21st (HRS) . · 2 on Holy Island on 24th (:2-.L) . 

Cross bill : 
A pair in Kiel der on 9th (.JL). 

Brambling: 
Between 21st - 29th , singl es were noted at Tynemouth (KGD), St. Mary ' s (AJR), Hnuxley 

(IfltS) with 2 on Holy I s land (131). Only 1 r ecord outside this period when l was at 

Wallingt on on 3rd (REP) 8 . /Corn Bunting 



' " . ~· .•. 
Corn Bunting: 
Noted on Holy Isl and, at Chevington, ~;lywell , Shiremoor and Pontel and . 

Lnpland Bunting: 
2 on Holy Island on 13th (ERM). 
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~l May r ecords t o : 
by 9th June please • 

Ilryan Galloway, 115 Southway, S. W venton , Newcastle NE 15 7RD 

.ANNUAL RE P ORT 

This year the Annual Report ~Till take the form of an illust r ated summary of the bird8 

seen during 1970. 3000 copies are being printed by a local publisher, and entitled 

''Birds in Northumbria 11 it will be on sal e t o t he gener al public in most bookshops b~{ t ; .e 

end of June at the lat est , at 50p per copy. Jul members who have paid a sul.:::::::rip~i o! 

of £1 (i. e . 25p tO\'iards the I'ill.nual Iteport) will be abl e t o obtain a copy fr~)m the Clul.J 

f or a further l 2!p (2s. 6d) so do not r ush off t o your nearest bookshop and bey a CJPY· 

Please tell your friends , however, as it is most important t hat this ne~' vnntul ·e is :.~ 

success . 

VOLUNTEER REQUIRED 

A volunteer is r equired (preferably from the coast area) t o duplicate the Tynesi de Bir 0 

Club ' s Monthly Bulletin. Pl ease contact Bryan Galloway . 

FIELD TRIPS 

Fll.RNE ISLANDS - SUND.l.Y, 13 JUNE 1971 

Ther e ar e still pl aces available on t his tri p which will l eave Seahouses nt lO .. a,m. 

Transport from the Ha.."Ylcock Museum to Seahouses will be by privc:t e car and lifts can be 

arranged f or those needing them. Bookings must be made before l st June , 1971 . 

D1illS ROCK - SUND~Y 11TH JULY, 1971 

The da.t o of t his trip has now been confirmed . Mr . :Harr is now operf:ting a new l ar ger 

boat so we do not have to limit numbers to 24 . The boat will l eave North Ber wick at 

12. 30. p. m. and r eturn a t 5. 30 . p.m. Transport to North Berv1ick will be by private car e.;.1c 

l i ft s CGJ1 be arranged if you l et me kncn'l , Pr i ce l'lill be 16s . Od, ( 80p) . Bookings pleas~ 

before Monday, 21st June 1971 to Eric Heek , 5 Elm Road , Cheviot Vie'", Ponteland , 

Newcas t l e upon Tyne . 
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TYNES I DE BIRD C L UB 

M.i.Y 1971 BULLETIN 

smvJM..illiY 

May was a very settled month as high pressure areas over Scandinavia end N. Europe dom­

i nated the weather. 

\Vi th the exception of only a few days, vrinds were from an Easterly quarter, sometimes 

cool, sometimes warm and it was during these coo l er , nore cloudy spells that the most 

i n teresti ng species wer e seen . 

From lst - 9th Summer visitors continued to arrive , includ ing Northern \'lillow Harble;i7S, 

but the Easterly winds also brought a Garg~Dey , Little Gulls, 2 Hoopoes , anrl a Wryneck. 

With hi~h pr essure over the Nvrth Sea on 12th/13th an Osprey and a Dluethroat were see1 

and a Marsh Harrier tur ned up on 14th but \vi th the exception of s ome l a t e Whooper SviCO.l ·_~ 

on 16th it was not until 23rd , durinr· S . E. vrinds anrl rc;,in , that the r emaining ' r a::-i•.--- . 

were found . Holy Island produced Thrush Nightin(;ale , Hed- breasted Flycatcher and G:!.·q · 

headed Wagtail and durine the subsequent week both Honey ~Juzzard and another Marsh Har:r.:!.• _ _._. 

wer e seen elsewher e in the county. 

The more interesting br~eding species included 19 pairs of Merlin, Corncrru{e, T~rtle r.)va, 

Kingfisher , Lesser vJhi tethroat and Hawfinch, and et long last Common Whi t ethroats seeM "!.o'J 

be returning to their former status. 

CLASSIFIED LIST 

Diver ( s12,) : -
2 off Hauxley on 8th were pr obably Hed-throated (IIRS). 

Great Crested Grebe : 
Heported from Catcleugh ( 5 pairs) , Sea ton :Jurn ( 3), Halline ton ( 2), Whittle Dene ( 1) cu•rl 

Gosforth Park (l) for most of month . 

Little Grel>e : 
\:Jell established on many waters. 

Manx Shearwater: 
9 N. off St. Mary's on 23rd (MH) . 

Cormorant : 
Up to :; attracted to Wallsenj Swallow rond during nonth (1w ljGU et al) . 

Heron: -
2 of Northumberland ' s largest colonies each contained about 25 pairs . J udle Ray attracted 

5 on 8th (D1tS) and l - 2 noted from other wu.ters . 

Mallard: 
40 in :i3udl e :i3ay on 22nd (JJ.itS) was larc;est count . By 28th ducklings were noted at 
Wolsingham, Derwent and Whittle :Uene ( J t:c lfll1cC/i.tN) . 

Garganey: 
A drake at Whittle Dene on 8th ( JSJ3) and a pair nt Cresswell on 26th (MH). 

Wigeon : 
Up to 7 at each of Grind on, Gocforth Park and :3udl e JJay until 22nd . 

Pintail : 
'" pair in :Judle :)ay on 8th and 22nd (:iJW:>) . /Shovel e r 

l. 



Shoveler: 
3 pairs at each of Gosforth Park ( l3G) and Washington (JEP/J:m) during month. 1 drakes <>.t 

Cre sswel l on llth (BEP) and 2 in Druridge J3ny on 12th (GU). 

Scaup: 
A drake in :Budle Bay on 9th and 14th ( :;ms) . 

Tufted Duck : 
The largest repor t ed flocks were 31 at \Vashintiton on 9th (JEP) and 30 ut Gosforth on 7th 

(BG) . 

Pochard: 
Up to 10 in Gosforth Park until lOth ( DG/Eill'I). l at \mi ttle Dene on 22nd ( JS:J ). 

Goldeneye: 
2 at Hartburn on 2nd (GU) , 2 at \Vhittle Dene until 9th (JSJ3/J t-c RMcC) anr1 6 at Derweu:; -1n 

2nd (RN) reduci ng to 3 by 20tn (DU) . 

Long- tailed Duck: 
4 at Dambur gh on 8th and still l in J3udle :!Jay on 14th ( ~3H!:3) . 

Eider: 
245+ drakes , no ducks , off ~amburgh on 29th (MH) . 

Red- breasted Merganser: 
3 off Holy Island on 22nd (EUM) . 

Goosander: 
10 youn{S accompanied by 2 adults at Re'1.b:Jmouth on 29th (EHI1) . 

Shelduck: 
80 in :Judle j}ay on 2nd (BRS) and 25 at Cresswell on 11th C1EP) . Unusual r ecords invc: J- ~J 

l at Blaydon Pond on lst (llL), l at Hexham on 12th (MH) and Washington (2) on 22nd/2.5 ~. 1 

( JEP/BU). 

Grey Lag Goose: 
2 at Cresswell Pond until 8th (DG/El~ et al) . 

Barnacle Goose: 
l at Sweethope Lough on 29th . 

Canada Goose : 
3 pairs hatched a total of 10 youn{S at Hallington (RG/W:B/EL) . 29/30 adults and 6 young e­

Sweethope on 29th. 

Whooper Swan: 
5 at Cresswell Pond until 16th (DL/MH/ .. ~J1t/GU et al) . 

Sparrow Hawk: 
Passage birds noted at Hauxley (l on 2nd) and ~3arnbureh (l on 2nd and l on 30th). Noteii 

inland at Slaggyford , Durham anil Chi l] .inc;ham. 

Honey Buzzard : 
l flying E. over Ellingham on 30th made off N.E. towards Seahouses . Full notes obtained 

( .nm) • 

Marsh Harrier: 
Single female or immatures were noted at '~ashington on 14th (per JEP/BU) and at Stanhope 

Burn near Blanchland on 29th (J & RMcC) . 

Osprey: 
l near Derwent Hesc rvoir on 12th (per DU) was watched carrying a fish over the A68 . 

2 . /Merlin 
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Merli n: 
19 br eeding pairs located in Northunberl and (El{M) . 

Kestr el : 
14 nests found i n Kiel der area (Eltl'-1) , 1 nest at Swinbur ne (NFlt) , 3 nests at Havensworth 

(LJM) and 1 nest i n Sunderl and (nu) . 

Wat er Rail: 
Heard calling i n Gosf orth Park on 2nd and 7th (DG) and at \Vhi ttl e Dene on 28th ( .. ~JI,) . 

Cor ncr ake : 
1 at lmi ck, He:xhrun on 12th (!11() . 

Coot: 
9 - 11 passage bi rds at \.1/hi ttl e Dene until 22nd (JS~5) . 

Rinr.;ed Pl over : 
175 i n Bud l e Bay on 15th (Bh:H) and flock of 6tl on Holy Island on 22nd (EHM) . :Host.~~,_ 

pr obably Nor thern bir ds . 

Little Ri nged Plover : 
1 at Cr es swell on 26th (:t-lli) . 

Gr ey Plover: 
Up to 9 in Bud le Bay until 15th (:i31i.S) . 2 on Holy Island on 22nd (Ehl1) . 

Golden Plover : 
Noted in bTeeding areas at Wannies , Simonsides , }~lanchland and Ki el der (EID1) . 

Turns t one : 
Still coTimon on Holy Isl~d on 22nd (Elfr1) . 

Woodcock: 
Breeding at Dipton , Slaley , Prestwick Carr , Kielde£ , Grasslees Burn, and }(avensworth. 

(DG/EF<M/LJ11) . 

Curlew: 
32 in Budle Bay on 14th (Bh8) . 

Whimbrel: 
Passage noted between 5th and 31st with 2 over Gosforth (DL) , 1 N. at Cresswell , 2 N. at 

Boulmer (Elill) , 1 at ~ilnmouth (HH) , 1 at Dai!Iburgh (J liS) , 1 at Hashington (JEP) and 5 m~ 

Holy Island (Ei{M) . 

Dlack- tai led Godwi t : 
1 at Washington until 12th (llli/JEP) and what was judged to be a different bird ther e on 

22nd - 25th (JEP/DU) . l S. at :.loulmer on 9th (El111) and l at Cressv1ell on 11th (i..lEP) . 

Bar- tailed Godwi t : 
4 in Dudle Bay on l st ( !3l~S) . 

Wood Sandpiper : 
1 at \>lallsend Swallow on 24th and 2 at Cresswell on 26th (MH) . 

Spotted Hed shank : 
1 at Budle Day on l st (BRS) and up t o 3 at Washington unti l 7th ( ill~/JEP et al). 

Grecnshank: 
1 in Budle Day on 1st/2nd (:rms) , 1 at Otterburn on 19th (A:Jl) and at \Jashington 1 from 

17th - 28th with 2 there on 20th (l&/JEP/BU) . 

/Knot 

3· 



Little Stint: 
3 at Cresswell on 20th was most unusual (nEP). 

Dunlin: 
300 i n Dud l e Day on 15th (Bl(S) . 

Sander ling: 
8 at Hauxley on 8th (HRS) and 3 in Budl e Day on 15th ( JHS). 

Glaucous Gull : 
8 at Hauxley on 8th (IffiS) and 3 in ::~ud le J3ay on 15th (TIRS). 

Gl aucous Gull: 
1 at .. illns t ead until 15th (HtiS), 1 at St. Nary ' s/Seaton Sluice on 3r d (RH) and 1 at 
Washi nr;ton on 3rd and 23rd ( JEP). 

Little Gull : 
On 8th, 1 at Newton (FC) and 1 f ound oiled , later di ed , at Seaburn (DU) . On 11th, 2 .::.-~ 
Cresswell (JAG/BEP) and on 27th, 3 S. off St . Hary's (:tviH) . 

Common Tern: 
1 at Whittle Dene on 8t h ( J SD) . 

Arctic Tern: 
1 off Hoss on 31st was only r ecord but no doubt pr esent on Farnes well before this . 

Roseat e Tern: 
1 at iunmouth on 14th (RH) was the first . 

Little Tern: 
Noted in Budle J3ay ( t~ on 8th) and Holy Island (2 on 22nd) . 

1mk s : ( .§.£) : 
42 S. off St. Mary's in 30 mins . on 27th. 

Turtle Dove : 

3 in the Budle Bay area on 8th/9th and 1 at Bamburgh on 9th (BRS) . 

Cuckoo: 
Quite common and widespr ead af ter first f ew days of month. 

Barn Owl: 
Nesting in North Shields and at Kielder (ADl/Eill'I). 

Tawny Owl : 
Noted at Gosforth Park, 'vallington and Ho l ywell. 

Long- ear ed Owl: 
Noted at :Budle l3ay , Pont e l and and Hark Forest, the l atter two with nes t s (BhS/EP11). 

Short-ea.red Owl: 
3 at Washington on 1st (JEP) and on 8th , 1 at Holywell (GU) and 2 at Bamburgh (DHS) . 
Records f r om Ponteland , Bla.nchla.nd , Derwent and Allanheads all involved br eeding birds . 

Swift: 
Firs t noted over \~lam (l.~t) and Bl aydon (BL) on 1st . Became increasingly common af t er 
7th over most br eeding ar eas. 

Kingfi sher: 
Noted at Hexham/Corbridge (2 pairs) , Durham (1 pair) , \vitt on le Wear and Alnmouth . The 
l atter being a new area in r ecent years. 

Hoopoe: 
1 at Morpeth on 2nd (per ERM) and 1 at Alnmouth early in month (per IHli). 

' 

4-
/Gr een Woodpecker 
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Green Woodpecker : 
Noted at Swinhoe and near Alwinton. 

Great Spotted Woodpecker: 
Noted at Gosforth, Bolam, Wylam and Colt Crag . 

Wryneck: 
l trapped and ringed at Bamburgh on lst (BR0) . 

Hooded Crow: 
l at j1amburgh on 2nd (:J.H8) . 

Marsh Tit : 
Noted at Howick, near Alwinton, Gcsforth Park and Stannington (BG/EilM/MLII) . 

vlillow Tit: 
Noted in Castle Eden Dene and Gosforth Park. 

Nuthatch: 
· Noted a t Wallington and in Hulne Park . 

Fieldfar e : 
Still some sizeable flocks pr esent early in month with 120 at Kirkwhelpi ngton on 2nd 
(El~) and 50 near Rothbury same day (BEP). 30 at Prestwick Carr on 4th and sti~l l on 
Holy Island on 23r d (~1). 

Red wing: 
l at Bamburgh on 8th and 16th (DRS ). 

Hing Ouzel: 
Br eeding at Frosterley, Sipton , Sinderhope , I3lanchland , Kie lder, .uwinton , Wannies . 
passage bir d at Bamburgh on 15th (BHS) . 

Blackbird: 
4 young fled ged from Kenton nes t box (MRS/ELS) . 

Stonechat : 
Pair at Bambur gh on lst ( B~S) . 

Whinchat: 
A suggesti on of coastal passage at ..:Unmouth and Hauxloy on 1<1th/15th (RH/HHS). 

Redstart: 
Passage birds at Hauxl ey (l on 8th, l on 23rd) , Cr esswell (l on 8th) and Holy IsJ.end (l 
on 23r d ). 

Thrush Nightingale : 
Full noted obLined of l on Holy Island on 23rd (E11MjJAG) . This is the 3rd Northu..l!lberle..nd 
r ecord . 

Red- spotted Bluethroat: 
A male at Hauxley on 13th (HRS) - the thir d Spring in 4 years to have been noted in 
Northumberland. 

Grasshopper \varbler: 
Widespread by end of first week. 

Sedge Warbler: 
A slight influx noted in coastal areas on 9th , l ~~th and 16th . l r etrapped at Hauxley on 
9th had been rinced as an adult ther e in 1965 (HRS). 

/Blackcap 



Blackcap: 
By mid-month up to 6 noted from Gosforth, Heddon, Hartfor d , Holywell and Dea1ish. 1 - 3 

passage birds at Hauxley, Bamourgh and Holy Island be t\veen 2nd - 31st . 

Garden Warbler: 
Noted at Gosforth, Hartford, 1Unwick after 7th. Passage birds at Dambur gh (2 on 16th), 

Boulmer (1 on 9th), Hauxley (1 on 31st) and Whitley Bay (1 on 24t h) . 

Whi tethroat: 
1Uthough r ather l ate in arriving, not being well r epor ted on unt i l after 8t h, nuMbers seem 

to be returning t o their pr e 1969 status . 

Lesser i.Jhi tethroat: 
Between 1st -9th mainly single birds wer e seen at Bamburgh , Holy Island , nudle Day , 
Hauxley, Cresswell and Bolam. By 22nd about 4 pairs wer e in breeding · territo~ies in th€ 
Damburgh area (BRS et al). 

Willow Warbler: 
Between 1st - 9th passage not ed at Bamburgh (up t o 30) , Hauxl ey (up t o 6) and Hnlywel l 

Dene (up t o 10) involved a large number of Northern birds . l of the r ace ' acredula ' wns 

seen in Howick Dene on 9th (Elllvi) . 

Chiffchaff: 
Singl e passage birds a t Sunderland on 1st (BU), and a t Damburgh , Hnuxley and Howick on 9th 

vlood \o/ar bler : 
First noted on 5th - 7th when 1 was singing in Gosfort h Park (BG/ERM) . On 9th , 2 at 
Stocksfield (JSB) and 1 in .ulendalt:; (BEP). On 15th, 1 at Bamburgh (BitS) and next day 2+ 

in Hulne Pa.::::k, Alnwick ( GU). Further r ecords from Harbottle and Tarset after 22nd (DEP/ 
Ell!<I) . · 

Spotted Flycatcher: 
First noted on 8th when l was in Holywell Dene ( GU) . Next day 1 in Ho wick Deno (El-d1) ~d 

by 15th widespr ead throughout area. 

Pi ed Flycatcher : 
Became established in br eeding areas at Dipton , 1Ul endalG, Corbridge , vlallingt on and 
Stocksfiel d during first week . Passage birds noted a t Sunderland (1 on 1st) , Banbureh (1 
on lst and 2 on 16th) and Wnitl ey Bay (1 on 24th) ; l in Gosforth Park on 2nd and another 

there on 8th - an unusual locality (DL). 

Red- breasted Flyc&tcher : 
Recorded in Northumberland f or the third time in past 4 Spr ings wi th l , a femal e , on Holy 

Island on 23rd (EHM/J;iG) . 

TrEJe Pipit : 
\vell established in br eed ing ar0as after about 9th. Passage \vas particularly conspicuous 

at Damburgh with 10 on 1st , 8 on 2nd and ll~ on Ot h (mm) . 

White Wagt ail: 
3 at .mnstead on 1st (BR::; ) . 

Grey Wagtail: 
Noted at Wallington, Upper Coquetdale and Doulmer. 

Yellow Wagtail : 
Noted at i..nnstead , Cresswell , Washington, Stanhope , i</allsend and Coquetdale . 

Grey-headed \.Jagt ail : 
1~ mal e on Holy Island on 22nd/23rd ( JJl.G/EHM). 

1-!axwing: 
.~ very l ate bir d in Bud l e Bay on 8th ( llitS) . 

/Hawfinch 
6. 



Hawfinch: 
.Again noted at Hartford , witha pair ther e on 20th ( JEJ). .An unusur-.:.1 record of 1 e.t 
Dudle Day on lst (:ans) . 

Siskin: 
Br~eding in D0 r der For ests and at Stanhope (ERM/LGM/J & RMcC). 

Red poll: 
Moving N. at i3ambur gh on 15th and 1 trapped wor e a :F'rench Ring (21hS ) . 

"' 
Crossbill: 
24 in Kiel der For est on 29th suggested a successful br eeding senson (Eim) . 1 .: .. "l 
Redesdal e Forest on 31st (LGH). 

LIST OF CONTRI:JUTOltS: 
I. H. l1.rmstrong . J. E. J ones . H. Os borne . 
w. Br ady . \:1. .u.o Kelly. J. E • Parfi t t . 
J. M. 13ayldon. I. Kerr. B. E. Prater. 
J. s. Bath . B. Little . "1. • J. Ri chnrds. 
.b. . Bl acket t . D. Lamb. M. £ci char dson. 
F. Colley. E. Lobl ey. N. F. Hobson. 
"' .o . Gallo,>~ay. L. G. McFarlane . M. R cc E. L • Smith. 
R. Grey. J cc H McCutcheon . P. H. Stewart. 
J. lt . Ginnever. E. H. r1eek. D. Unwin. 
N. L. Hassall. L. J. JV"lil t on . G. Up ton. 
M. Hodgson. R. Normo.n . H. \Vilson. 
R. Higson . M. Nattrass. Hauxley and Damburgh Ringing Stations . 

i.ll June r ecords t o Bryan Galloway, 115 Southway, S. W. Denton, Newcastle NE 15 7 Bil hy 
9th July pl ease . 

li.NNUi.J., REPORT: 
As de t ailed in ..:i.pril }3ulle tin ' Birds in Northumbria ' (50p) is now availalll e . Ne~~e_rs 
who have paid £1 subscription please send a l~p posta l order t o Bryan Galloway and a 
copy will be sent by return. Those who have subscribed l5s Od. need t o send 37iP -

VOLUNTEER still r equired t o take over duplication of the Monthly Bulletin . Contact 
Bryan Galloway as soon as possible . 
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TYNESIDE :S I R D C L U B 

JUNE 1971 BULLETIN 

.ANNUAL REPORT f 

As detailed in Aprilft1ay Bulletins 'Birds in NorthumbriJ( is available to all Club Members 

at 12-t.P. lmy member who has not yet r eceived a copy pl ease send the 12-~p t o 

Bryan Galloway. 

SUMMARY 

Despite the rather cool showery weather in June , breening success seems to have been high 

in many 3pecies, although waders have had better years . 

Sea bird movements were quite prominent on sever al dates particularly early in the mon~h , 

when during N - NE winds, Manx Shea.rwaters , Fulmars, Lesser Black- Backs , Ki-Gth•a.1<.as ant) 

Auks were all noted in unusual numbers. 

Out of season records were very ~C~uch in evidence \.,ri th sooe inter esting wader counts 01: 

Fenham Flats on 12th and a few recor ds of each of Goldeneye , Red Br easted Merganser and 

Wigeon. 

The most interesting r ecords , however, involv~d a Rin~-tail Harrier at th~ coast , 2 

Ospreys , Little Ringed Plover, Bl ack Tern, Black Guillemot and Hoopoe. 

Early July has been quite spectacular in that a Sociable Plover remained at Ouston .iir~cr~ 

f or almost a week but as far as I know it was las t seen on 11th . Ther e are l ess t hm1 10 

r ecords for the British I sl es . 

CLASSIFIED LIST 

Great Crested Grebe: 
Singl e pairs were noted at Colt Crag, Whittle Dene , Gosforth Park and Hoselaw Loch whiJst 

at Hallingt on a pair and 2 young wer e seen on 27th. 

Manx Shearwat er: 
Noted moving N. on 7 days between 3rrl - 30th. 8N. off St . Mary ' s on 6th (MH) and 20 N. 'J:.'f 

Seaton Sluice jwhitburn on 20th (BG/EVT/WBO) wer e l 8xgest counts . 

Fulmar: 
Two heavy movements noted ; 80/hr. N. j ff Whitburn on 3rd (BU) and up t o 300/hr. N. off 

St . Mary ' s and Hauxley on 6th (~lli/HRS) . 

Gannet: 
Moving N. at 30/hr. off Hauxley on 6th ( lEtS) e.nd at 25/hr . of f Seaton Sluice on 20th 

(BG/IDv). 

Cormor ant: 
1~ gathering of 105 et the N. end of Ross Links on 12th (LGH/JH) . 

Heron: 
67 pullii ringed from 3 of Northumberland 's l ar gest heronries during month. Small parti0s 

noted et many scattered l ocalities . Perhaps the most interesting r ecords involved 7 on 

Fenham Flats/~udle Be~ on 12th (L~I/JH) &ill 1 N. off ¥lliitburn on 26th (WBO) . 

Mallard : 
.~t least 60 young hatched at \vallsend s,.,rallow (MH et al) . Other breeding r ecords came 

from Bywcll (1 brood) , Whittle Dene (2 broods ), N. Tyne and Coquet Valleys . 

Teal : 
Broods not ed on N. Tyne and River Coquet (E!a1/TIG) . 

1 . 
/ Gad,.,rall 
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Gadwall: 
Pair at Grindon on 5th (LGM). 

Wigeon: 
June records are unusual but 7 in Dudle Day on 12th (LGM/~i) and 11 N. off Seaton Sluice 
on 20th (BG). 

Shoveler: 
Noted at Newton Pool and Grindon (W~\K/LGM). 

Tufted Duck: 
On 27th, 60 at Hoselaw Loch (MN/CW) and 20 at \Vhi ttle Dene ( JSD) . 3 drakes on He.rbot-GJe 
Lough on 20th (DEP). 

Pochard : 
42 at Hoselaw Loch on 27th and young were 8eain reared at Pallinsburn (}ffi/CW) . 

Goldeneye: 
Unusual records of 1 at Whittle Dene on 5th (JSD) and 1 at Halli ngton on 27th (J & Il};,:j, 

Common Scoter: 
Moving N. off Whitburn on 26th (20) and 30th (62) (vmo). 

Eider: 
Gatherings of adult drakes \vere noted in ... ir.lble Harbour (lOO on 6th) and at Ross (2~0 o~ 

(ill-tSjLGM) . 

Red Br easted Merganser : 
Unusual nurn"'.:lers noted for June . Off Whitburn 1 N. on 16th, 2S. on 18th, 4 N. on 20th 
and 3 N. on 30th (\me) and off Holy Is~and 7 N. on 12th (CMA) . 

Goosander : 
Bred successfully on Rivers Coquet , N. & S. Tynes and River l~len . Non-br eeder s noted 
at Bywell (6 on 20th) and Ambl e (1 on 20th) . 

Shel duck: 
106 adults on Dudle Bay/Fenham Flats on 12th (LGM/JH) and 4 S. off \~.itburn on 15th (~30) 
A br ood of 10 ducklings on sea off Boulmer on 20th (IK/RO) . 

Grey Geese ( sp) : 
16 E. over Sidwood on N. Tyne on 5th (J & RMcC) . 

Grey Lag Goose : 
1 at Sweethope on 27th (J & fu~cC) . 

Snow Goose : 
A flock of 8 N. off Wnitburn on 24th must have been escapes from captivity. 

Canada Goose : 
23 young reared in the Sweethope , Hallington, Colt Crag.group (J & P~cC et al) . 

Buzzard: 
l in College Valley on 5th (H\v). 

Harr ier ( sp) : 
A f emale flying S. over Hauxley on 1st was almost certainl y a Nontagu ' s (HRS) . 

Osprey: 
l at Kielder on 3r d (ERM) and 1 swm1ering in the Hallington/Whittle Dene/Derwent areas 
(IRA) • 

/Herlin 
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Merlin: 
31 young ringed from 13 nests in the area during r:onth. It is possible t!!e,t lo r e.irs 

successfully r eared young. 

Kestr el: 
22 nests f ound in the Border Forests alone this ye~r (MtM) . 

Coot: 
112 on Yethol m Loch on 27th (MN/CW) . 

Lapwing: 
Flocking first noted on 17th with 20 at each of Ki elder and Sweethope (ERM) . By 26th, 2C.'G 

at Gr indon (LGM). 

Ringed Plover: 
Coasta l breeding confirmed at He.uxlay (1 pair) , Druri dge Bay (2 pairs) and Ross Li11.1:e 

(13 pairs) (LGI'1/JH) . 1 found dead at vJhi tburn late in Hay h ad been ringed ut Sen.!1ou.;e~ 

as a juvenile in .t~ugust 1963 (nu) . 

Little Rin;::;ed Plover: 
Breedi ng confirmed at only 1 locality - a r everine site in the S. of NorthTh~berJe.nd. 

Grey Plover: 
An unusual gathering of 80 on l!'enham Flats on 12th - all i n winter plumage (LG11/J!.i:) . 

Gol den Pl over : 
Breeding noted on HeL~~shire Common and the Simonsides (BEP/BG) . 

Turns tone: 
5 at Hauxley on 6th (Has) . 

Curlew: 
65 on Fenham Flats on 12th (LGM/JH) . On 17th, 10 vl. over Ho l Y'vell (MH) , on 18th, 17 

on the Farnes and on 19th, 16 at Falstono (EP~) . On 30th, 44 N. and 10 S. off ~nitb~~-! 

(WBO) • 

Bar-tailed Godwit : 
120, mostly in Winter pl umage , on Fenham Flats on 12th (LGM/JH) . 

Wood Sandpiper: 
1 at \.J"ashington on 17th (MH) . 

Knot: 
l at Hauxley on 6th (HRS) and 4 on Fenham Fl ats on 12th (LGM/JH) . 

Dunlin : 
25 on Fenham Flats on 12th (LGH/JH) . 

Sander ling: 
1 at Hauxley on 6th (HRS) and 6 at Ross on 12th (LGM/JH) . 

Arctic Skua: 
Singles N. off Whitburn on 3rd and 15th and 4 S. there on 30th (WBO) . 

Lesser Bl ack- Back Gul l : 
An unusual N. movement of adults over Hauxley on 5th , flocks of up t o 20 being i nvolved 

(HHS) . 

Glaucous Gull : 
l at Embl eton on 26th (BG/DL). 

Little Gull : 
An immature at Cresswell on 2nd (ERM/BEP). 

/Ki ttivJake 
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Ki ttiv~ake: 
Moving N. at 200/hr. at W'ni tburn on 3rd (BU) and at 400 jrr . at St . iYf..ary' s/Hau.,:ley on G !iJ 

(r4H/HRS). 

Black Tern: 
1 at ~fuittle Dene on 13th (JSI3). 

Common Tern: 
14 flew NE over Wark Forest on 6th (BU) and 1 at Hoselaw Loch on 27th (MN/CH). 

Little Tern: 
4 nests found at a mainland site . Birds also noted at 2 other l ocalities in t he N. of 
Northumberland. 

Auk: 
100/hr . N. off Hauxley on 6th (HRS) . 

13lack Guillemot: 
1 f lew S. off \4hitburn on 30th (\fBO) . 

Barn Owl: 
Successful nesting noted c.:.t Kielder and at Killingworth. Broods of 6 and 5 r.es:;;><:t~ti veJ ~~ 

were reared . .lUso suspected nesting in \..J'esterhope, South Shields and \olashingtor. a:;:·::--:-.:; . 

Short- ear ed Owl: 
8 young in a nest in Wark Forest was indicative of the adequate supply of vol es thi8 
year . 6 other pairs found in Border For~sts and 1 on Holy Island on 3rd raay have b8cn 
breeding (ERM/J & ltMcC) . 

Swift : 
During squally conditions 500 fl ewS. in 20 minutes at Emblet on on 26th (BG) . 

Kingfisher: 
Suspected breeding on the Tyne at Hexham (MR) . 

!ioopoe : 
1 in the Hauxley area early in month was seen by several l ocal people (H11S) . 

GrGen \..J'oodpecker : 
Noted in Plessey Hoods and at Dipton. 

Great Spotted Woodpecker : 
Noted at Dipton and in Hulne Park. 

Grea t Tit/Blue Tit: 
8 Great Tits and 2 Blue Tits '"er e r ear ed from sawe nest box at Stocksfield in a year t}~s.·c 

has been very good for both species , par ticularly Gr~ct Tit (ERM). 

Harsh Tit: 
Noted in IrthingValley and at Stocksfield. 

long- tailed Tit : 
Noted at ByHell and in the .i:J.len Valley. 

Fieldfare : 
n l at e bird in Holy Island area on 2nd (J & RMcC) . 

Stonechat: 
Successful nesting noted at Chevingt on anj Hauxley (HRS) . 

g~dst§_X't : 
Noted nesting at up to 1200 feet in the Kie lder area wher e breeding success has been 
excellent . /Reed \<larbl er 
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Reed Warbl er: 
1~ pair in Gosforth Pe.rk on 2nd cmd 13th (LGH/.TII/ffil) . 

Chiffchaff: 
12 singing unl e s counted i n Huln~ Park , on e of the nost f avoured l ocal itie s of t h is 

speci e s in the a r ea. 

Wood Warbl er : 
Comnon vgain in the " . .J.len Val l ey . ,,}so no t ed ne~1r ElsrJ.on , Devils \oJatcr, Di pton , Kielde:r: 

and Stocksfie l d . 

Spotted Flycut cher: 
A l~te passage bir d on Holy I sltmd on 2nd/3rd (J ~ hMcC) . 

Pied Flycatcher: 
8 pairs on the Hi ver 1;[[~nsbnck batvmen }1el c1on - Ni tforrl , 1 pairs A.t Ta r set , 5 p::1i:;~s ~i· 

Redesr2outh and 32 pairs on Dij)t on/Harch burns (EHM) . 

Siskin: 
Quite cor.lwon i n Ki elder For e st this year (ERH) . 

liedpoll: 
Nested succe ssfully in ~-lallsend Park - a n ew ar ea . 

Dull finch: 
Continu6s t o increase in Kielder For est. 

Cross bill: 
Partie s of 3 and 4 noted i n t he Wark Forest on 6th a.'1d 19th ( I3U/Ehl1) . 

LIST OF C01~liiDUTORS 

c. H . .:.da.Llson I . Kerr ::13 . E . Prater 

I. H. --rnstron5 D. Lamb H. Hi char d s on 

J. s. Booth L. G. HcFa rlanu ]3 , Unwin 

n. Galloway J (-_ h . NcCutcheon G. Up ton 

J . Hnr gr ave E. H. Meek H. 1-Jilson 

N. Hodgson M. Na ttr ass Hauxley Hi nging StP.tion 

w. .th Ke lly n. Osi)orne \llhi tburn j3ir r1 Observa tory. 

;,11 r e cor ds for July t o I.iryan Galloway , 115 Southwf\y, S . \v, Den ton , Newcastle 5 by 

8 th .~u~st 1971 p l e ase . 

In a ' d i tion t o thf] Seat on Sluice watch t ower t o which FIE::mbe rs can obtain entr y b~/ 

pur chasing a key f or 1 2-~p (contact I. II • • .rmstr ong ) , \-Jhitburn Point Di r d Obst.:rvaco.ry 

is now in oper ation and anyone interes t ed in u s ing it pl eas e contact J.l . Umvin , 

2 ll.lbyn Gar dens , Sunderland . 
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TYNESIDE BIRD CLUB 

JULY 1971 BULLETIN 

SUMMARY 

As mentioned in the June Bulletin the highlight of July was the appearance of a Sociable 
Plo~er a~ Ouston Airport on 6th wher e it r emained until 12th • . It was seen by sever al 
members but others were l ess fortunat e. 

There were two inter esting periods during the month, the first occurring between l 6th -
18th as sea birds were moving N. offshore . Shearwaters and Skuas were noted in numbeJ:s 
and Gannets wer e particularly prominent . During this same period an Osprey was watched 
fishing over Fenham Flats and a few days after war.os a Long-tailed Skua was seen on co:1· 
secutive days off Whitburn. 

The second period commenced on 23rd and continued until 26th and involv~d mainly wadeTs. 
although some sea birds wer e again prominent . Little Stint and Curlew Sandpiper were 1<•B 
most interesting species but Turnstones, Knot and Purple Sandpiper were also obvio~sly 
arriving. 

The more inter esting breeding r ecor ds included Grea~ Crested Gr ebes, Corncrake, Little 
Ringed Plover and Lesser Whitethroat whilst a Hobby, seen earl y in the month, might h~v9 
been breed ing in the area. 

The bad weather in mid-August br ought unprecedented numbers of Sooty Shearwater s clo~e 
inshore and over 120 were counted moving N. of f Hauxl ey on 14th with smaller numbers 
further down the coast . More detailed information will appear in the August Dulletin. 

CLASSIFIED LIST 

Diver (sp) : 
Noted off \~itburn ; 2N. on lOth, 1 N. on 13th and l s. on 23r d (WDO) ana off Seaton 
Slui ce; 1 S. on 12th and l S. on 25th (B & ME) . 

Great Crested Grebe: 
Dreeding was confirmed for the first time on r ecord at Gosforth Park where a pair hatch·~cl 2 young. Young were al so noted at Hallington (2) and Seaton Burn ( l ) whils t breeding , ... ,\;-; 
suspect ed at Catcleugh, Colt Crag and Whittle Dene . . . . 
At the coast, l was on the sea off Hauxley on 24th (HRS) . 

Littl e Grebe : 
Dreeding birds present at many waters , mainly in the S. E. •Singles at \Yhittle Dene frot~ 
7th - 19th and at Cresswell from 20th - 25th may have been on passage . 

Manx Shearwater : 
Recorued mainly moving N. on 13 days during month. Whitburn provided the l argest counts 
although between 16th - 18th a heavy passage ';/as noted all along the coastline . Ma.ximill!l 
counts were 70 N. in 2 hours on 16th, 95 N. in 10 hours on 17th and 50 N. in li hours on 
18th (~nO/HRS/JEP/RA/GU et al ). 22 N. in ! hour off Hauxley on 24th suggest ed further 
heavy passage . 1 N. off i~i tburif on 16th was t.tJ,ought to be a ' Halearic' (per DU). 

Sooty Shearwater: 
On 18th 1 N. off Whitburn (nA/RAK) and 3 off Cresswell (JEP). 

Fulmar : 
58 l edges occupied at the Cullernose Point colony on )rd (~1) . 
at Hauxley on 18th and 24th. 

t • 
l . 

Light N. passage noted 

/Gannet 



GFLnnet: 
"N:-J::,ar:once was noted 5 days , being JlM:t.i..;ularly heavy on 16th when up to 300 were noi..ecl' 
off HanY.J c:>y, c·~-<1Q'"'Wel1 . Sc.<>-f ·'-'"' ~q_njcc and Whitburn. 

Heron: 
Up to If noted at several waters as far inland as Hallington, particularly after 20th. 
Concentrations of 5 at Fenham Flats on 18th (TGR) and 9 at Cresswell on 29th (BEP) were 
the largest reported. 

Mallard: 
~0 at Capheaton on 19th was largest gathering reported (CMA). 

Teal: 
Up to 7 noted at Hol ywell , Hauxley and Hhittle Dene. · 

Gad wall: 
1 at Holywell Ponds on 30th (CED). 

Wigeon: 
At Gosforth Park 1 on 7th and 26th and 3/4 on 28th (LGM/GD). 

Shoveler: 
Successful breeding noted at Holywell (5 young) and 1.Jashington ( CED/RA) . Dy end of IP0Iith 
23 were at Washington (RA/DU/ et al). Grindon and \Vhittle Dene each had up to :l birds 
( CMA/LGM/ JSB) • 

Scaup: 
Early records involved 1 S. off \Vhitburn on lOth (H::.30), 2 N. at Hauxley on 18th (I-IRS) ar, j 

a drake at Cresswell from 25th q:> to 29th (ERM/BEP/GU) . 

Tufted Duck: 
Successful breeding noted at Holywell (35 young), \fui ttle Dene (18 young), Do lam (9 YGl'n:s-; . 
Pawston (25 young), Gosforth Park (2 broods) and L~lenheads (2 broods) , 83 at Whitt~e 
Dene by 28th (IH.i. et al) was an unusually large gathering . 3 N. off Sea t on Sluice on ls t 
(13 & ME) and 5 on Tyne at Corbridge on lOth (MR) wer e in unusual localities . 

Pochard: 
1~ brood hatched at Gosforth Park ( JH/LGM). 32 at Hoselaw on 29th wer e unusual ( CK:..) c.nc: 
up to 11 were present at \Vhi ttle Dene for most of nonth (I~i./JSB ) . Also noted at 
Capheaton, Colt Crag, Hallington, Bothal, Holywell , S. Linton. 

Velvet Seater: 
Off Whitburn 1 S. on 2nd, 2 N. on 3rd, 4 N. on 5th and 3 N. on 17th (WBO) . Off Seaton 
Sluice 1 N. on 3rd (GU). 

Common Seater : 
Noted off Hauxley, St. Nary ' s . and Sea ton Sluice hut \Vhi tburn provided the l argest numbers 
with 212 N. and 35 S. on 4th, 109 N. on 5th , 200 N. on lOth and 183 N. on 23rd (WBO). 

Eider: 
Mainland nesting confirmed at Foxton, Seaton Point , Boulmer, Howick, Dunstanburgh, 
Embleton and !toss (LGH/BG). 

Red - breasted Merganser : 
10 off Newton on ..tth (IK/RO) and on 5th 14 N. and 8 S. off Whitburn (W'BO ) . Up to 5 no ·i:;ed 
on 8 other dates during month , nainly off ¥lliitburn. 

Goosander: 
The first flying young were noted on N. Tyne on 24th (ERH). 2 at \-lhitfiel d Lough on 4th 
were consider ed as be ing unusual (LGH/RN) . 

Shelduck: 
Br ed at Cresswell, Seaton Point , Dudl e Bay and Fenham Flats . 20 flew E. down Tyne 
Valley at Healey on 5th (BL) . On lOth 2 S. off each of Whitburn and Seaton Sluice 

(13 & ME) 
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B & ME) and on 19t h 3 N. off Whi tburn (WJO) . 

Grey LM Goose : 
1 at Sweethope ~ 6th (~). 

ceese 52o~: 
28 at Sweet ope on 6th was largest oount in that area (CMA et al). 

Buzzard: 
2 in Kielder Area on 7th {per ERM). 

Sparrow Hawk: 
Continues to increase aa a breeding species as confirmed by a r ecor d of 4 pairs r earinb 
young within a small area in S. NorthUillberland. 

Osprey: 
1 was seen at Fenham Flats on 18th by TGR who wrot e "12. 30. p. m. - high water - came E. 
bel ow 5 Herons to Low Moor - back N. up t o Gr anary Poi nt harried by 2 Sandwich Terns -
r eturned to Low Moor s till being harri ed - t ook f ish on 3r d dr ive , f l yine off i nltmcl t· ' 
eat it." What a sight it !!lUSt have been ~ 

Hobby: 
1 watched hunting ~d f eeding i n a S. Northumberland locali ty on 2nd (BL) . 

Merlin: 
A f i nal t otal of 23 occupi ed si t ea wer e located , 3"l young being r inged from 17 nest ::::. 
nests yiel ded broods of 5 young (ERM). 

Kestr el: 
Recor ds suggest that t hey have had a very successf ul nesting season. 

Corncr ake : 
Singl es noted at Catton (iUl endale) and Whickhope (N. Tyne) during the Summer (TIL) . 

Coat : 
200 at Sea ton Burn on 19th (Lill-1) and 160 at Holywell on 28th (EEM) . 

Oystercatcher: 
Coastal f l ocking became mor e conspicuous as month pr ogr essed wi th up t o 65 at Buclt T _, 
Hauxl ey , Cr esswell, Seaton Sluice and St . Mary ' s by 25th. ~ln inland passage bird a t 
Whittle Dene on 4th and 17th (I~l) . 

Sociable Pl over: 
1 at Ouston llirport between 6t h - 12th was first r ecord for Northumberland . :~t 1<1 -:~s 
first seGn by Fl t . Sgt . Mouncey at about 9 . a . m. on Tuesday 6th and identificati on ;;ras 
confir med by IHA and PY later that day. .nlthough it was not s een on 8t h and 9t h i t. r1af. 
r e turned by weekend , pr oviding a f ew observers with excellent views . It was l ast seen 
on the afternoon of 12th. 

Lapwing: 
500 at Ouston J..irpor t on 7th/8th (IIU./BG) , :l50 at Grindon on 6th ( 011/.) and 300+ at 
B0llingham on 2tith (ERM) wer e largest flocks r eported . 

Ringed Pl over : 
Over land passage suggested by 1 at Grindon on 17th (LGM) and up t o 4 at Washingt on 
between 24th - 28th (ERM/BU) . 

Little Ringed Plover : 
A pair at a new site in N. Durham on 24th (Rl1P/PY) . i~ pair still 
sit e in S. Northumberland wher e t hey firs t r ear ed young in 1970 . 
v/ashington from 11th - 27th ( R..~,/RJK/JEP). 

Grey Pl over : 
30 at Holy Island on 31st (IK/RO) . 

3-

present on r i. ve'J: nest 
(MR) . 1 at 
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C'..olden Plover: , 

Eo af Ous-ton 1...irport on 7th, 8th and 20th (IIL/::3EP). 100 at Grindon on 17th (LG~\1); 5k' 

at Whittle Dene ~ ?.4th (3SB) and 200 on Fenham Flats by 31st (TGR). 

Turns tone: 
Seemed to increase after 23rd when St. Mary's provided a max. count of 84 by 27th - (nG/GU). 

Up to 20 also noted at Bamburgh, Hauxley and Cresswell. 

Common Snipe: 
20 et Washington on 24th (BU). 

l · J V 

Curlew: 
150 on the Coquet at Holystone on 4th (BG) and 90 in Budlc Bay by 17th (cw). 

Whimbrel: 
1 S. off Whitburn on 6th and became regular over most coasta l points aft8r ·l5th. 12 ~t 

Fenham Flats on 17th was largest count but Whitburn r egularly r ecorded up to 6. 1 was RS 

far inland as Whittle Dene on 31st (JSB). 
-· 

Bar-tailed Godwit: 
100 - 150 in Lindisfarne Reserve between 17th - 30th (IK/1<0/C\o/). 1 off Hauxley on 15t~:.. 

(GU). 

Green Sandpiper: 
2 at l~hlttle Dene after 7th (TILi. et al) and 2 on Tyne at Corbridge on lOth and 17th c.-,u:.d 

have been the same birds (BEP/MR). 1 at lvashington from 5th- 26th (JEPjHw), 1 at Be.~~ 

on 23rd (IK/RO) and 1 at Cresswell on 31st (IDv). 

Wood Sandpiper: 
1 at Washington on 4th (JEP) and 26th (HW), l at Hauxley on 24th (IffiS), 1 at Holywt:ll c. . 

23rd (ID!). 

Common Sandpiper: 
i:..n early passage bird at Holywell on 2nd ( CED) and heard calling over Newcastle or. 9 r.:: 

(BG). Plentiful on Tyne at Corbridge by l Oth (MR) and ther eaft er small numbers v!' 

passage at many waters, mainly near coast. 7 at Whittle Dene on 24th (BEP) and 6 :!:t 

Lynemouth on 25th (ERM) with up to 4 at sever al other localities suggested a peak a Jo·lt 

t his time. 

Red shank: 
250 in Dud l e Bay on 17th ( CW), 55 at Washington on 14th ( JEP) and 40 - 50 at CreR~•vell 

on 25th - 28th (Elil-1/GU). 

Spotted Redshank: 
Only 1 record ; 1 in Bud l e Bay on 17th ( C\-1). 

Greenshank: 
l at Holywell on 4th and 30th ( CED), 1 - 2 at \vaohington from 12th - 31st ( JEP e.t aJ ) , 

4 in Budl8 Bay on 17th (CW) and 1 at Chevington on 30th (ERM). 

Knot: 
ill1 apparent influx on 25th with 18 at Beal, 12 at Cresswell Pond , and 15 at St . lfuo:,.ry ' s 

(IK/ERM/BEP/BG). 1Ul were in breeding plumage . 

Purple Sandpiper: 
12 at St. Mary ' s on 23r d and 25th (BG/GU). 

Little Stint: 
A f ew unusually early r ecords with 1 in Bud l e Bay on 17th ( Cvl) and up to 4 at \lashi ngt0n 

between 24th - 27th (R;1/RAK/JEPjHw) . 

Dunlin: 
2 at Newton on 4th and 
Thereafter up to 40 at 
Washingt on etc. 

4 at Holywell on 9th with 25 at Cresswell nest day (IK/RO/GU) . 

typical localities near coast such at Lynemouth, Beal, 

/Curlew Sandpiper 



Cur;tew __ Sl¥.l..QQipcr: 
As Little Stint twu wmP.nA1l.y early rt~cords with 1 at '~ashington on 24th (JEP/IDv) and 1 -· 

at Cresswell on 25th - 27th (.F.RN/ffi-1/BEP) . 

Ruff: 
An early bird at Holywell on 2nd (CED), and another at Washington on 3rd (H\v). 
Cresswell on 20th/21st (ERM/BEP), and up to 6 at Hashington between 24th - 30th 
&J</ Jb'P et al). 

lircti c Skua: 

1 at 
(Ril/ 

More plenti ful offshore than they have been for sooe years. \·lhitburn provided the most 
comprehensi ve data where they were seen on almost every day. 25 S. there on 5th and 
18 N. on 17th were largest counts but Cresswell Day was no less fruitful with 20 ther e 
on 18th/19th. Up to 10 off most other coastal points . 

Great Skua: 
1 N. off vlhitburn on 2nd and 2 N. on 13th (WBO) . 4 wer e seen ther e on 17th but on 18th 
7 wt~re off Cr esswell (JDMcE) and 1 off Seaton Sl uice (BG) with 2 N. off \Vhitburn (hh) . 
On 19th, 20th and 23r d singles were again seen off Whitburn, al l moving N. 

Pomarine Skua: 
2 wer e off Cresswell on 18th (JEP). 

Long- tail ed Skua: 
lm adult was seen off ~fuitburn on 20th/21st (WTIO) . 

Lesser Black- backed Gull: 
A pair were present at Whitfield Lough on 4th (LGM/RN). 

Herring Gull : 
A f ew pairs wer e apparently holding territory on the roof t ops in Newcastle during month. 
(LGH) . 

Common Gull : 
3 pairs pr Gsent at Whitfiel d Lough on 4th at l eas t 1 with a nes t (LGM) . Return pnssngu 
was suggested by 300 off Crag Point on 7th and a f ew in N. Tyne Valley by 18th ( E~I). 

Li ttle Gull: 
1 at Washington on 21st ( JEP) and an adult flew S. off \fui tburn on 23rd (\V-10). 

Kitti wake : 
The Newcastle Quayside Warehouse thct has provi ded a nest site f or sever al pnirs durin5 
past few Summers was demolished early in the year. The colony established itself on t he 
Gateshead side of the river however , and by end of nonth there wer e 15 occupied nests. 

Common Tern: 
Continues to be r ecorded with incr easing r egularity inland . Washingt on , of course , 
attracts the l argest numbers ,.,i th a max . of 200+. There on 24th (JEP et al) , but 30 
wer e at Stakeford on 25th (LGM) , and up to 8 were oft en noted at \vallsend Swallow, 
Holywell , S. Linton, Ellington, Bothal and Whittle Dene . 

i..rctic Tern: 
5 inland at Whitl ey Bay Quarry Pond on 28th were most unusual (JDMcE). 

Littl e Tern: 
l at Holy Island on 26th (IK/RO) . Passage bi r ds noted at vlhitburn (l N. on 17th and l S. 
on 18th) and at St . Mary's (3 S. on 31st) . 

Sandwich Tern: 
A heavy S. movement at Hauxl cy on 24th with up to 300 per hour (IffiS). 

Guillemot : 
Steady N. Movement on 18th with flocks of up to 20 being noted off Hauxley ( IIRS et al) . 

/Black Guillemot 



.. 
Black Guillemot: 
lN:- offWhi"tburn on 22nd (WOO). 

Cuckoo: 
A juv. being fed by a cock Reed Bunting at Hauxley on 24th (HRS). 

Short-eared Owl: 
6 in Gilsland area on lOth (J}U) confirms comments made on a good breeding season in June 
Bulletin • 

. Nightjar: 
At least 1 pair in Dipton area this Summer (per ERM). 

Swift: 
Appears to have been particularly numer ous this year. 
Kingfisher: 
Continues to increase slowly with pairs r eported from Cqrbridge (1), N. Tyne ( at least 
2), Coquet (2), Wansbeck (1). 

Green Woodpecker: 
Noted at Wallington and Deamish. 

Swallow: 
The Chevington r oost attracted well over 500 on 30th (EHM). 

House Martin: 
28 nests were counted on cliffs at Cullernose on 3rd (LGM). 

Sand Martin: 
50+ passage birds at Dothal on 25th (Efril1). 

Marsh Tit: 
Noted at Beamish (RMP). 

Nuthatch: 
~\gain seen at Wallington (GU). 

Blackbird: 
i ill albino fledgling seen in Whitley Day on 24th (B l.f. l1E). 

Redstart: 
1\n early coastal passage bird at Hauxley on 24th (HRS). 

Reed Warbler: 
3 birds singing in Gosforth Park on 7th and again on 30th (LGM et al) . 

Sedge \'iarbler: 
.Again Chevington Burn hns attracted large numbers \vi th at l eas t 300 ther e on 30th (EI~). 

Lesser Whi tethroat: 
An early passage bird at Hauxley on 25th (HI·{S). l near Cresswell on 29th may have been 
breeding and also noted at Redesnouth and Mounces on N. Tyne (ERM/JDP) . 

\ifillow Warbler: 
15 in Hauxley area on 24th was first indicati on of r eturn t.utumn passage (HRS) . 

Pied Flycatcher : 
160 pullus hatched by the 32 pairs in the Dipton 1~ea (ERM). 

Pied Wagtail : 
A nest with 4 young f ound in f ork of an e lm tree on 24t h - an unusual sit e (EITM). 

/Goldfinch 
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• 
filll nfinch: 
COntinu(.~ 1:n in£'_w ,rw<> , b Ring very widespread end locally connon this year . 

Siskin: 
A species that i.R alSt:> .i~rooRinp,. rm:tj_cula:rly in N. Tyne Valley (ERM) . 

Cross bill: 
4 at Plashetts on 3rd (~1) . 

LIST OF CONTRIBUTORS: 

c • M. Ml.amson. 
.R. ;i.dams . 
I. H. . Armstrong. J. K. J efferey . R • M. Pnlmer . P. Yeoman . 
R. 1J..tkinson. I. Kerr. J . D. Parrack. Hauxley R.S. 
J. s. Booth. ]3 . Little . J. E. Perfitt . Whitburn B. O. 
w. Brady. E. Lobley. n. E. Prater . 
G. Duncan. L. G. McFarlane . T. G. Ramsey . 
D & M Etheringt on. J . D. 1-icEl wee . M. Richard son . 
c. DQuglas . E. H. Meek . n. Umrin. 
B. Galloway. M. Nattrass . G. Up ton. 
J . Hargrave . R. Norman. c. Ward . 
R. Higson. R. Osborne . H. 1.:/ilson. 

All records for ~ugust to Bryen Galloway, 115 Southway, s. 'Ill . Den ton, Newcastle 
NE 15 7 RD by 8th September please. 

FIELD OUTING TO LOW llil.UXLEY RINGING ST11TION - 26TH SEPTEMEER 1971 

The prime aim of this trip is t o show the working of the Station. It is ther efore ideRl 
for beginners or for those who have never seen bird ringing . The Station is very small 
and it is intended to stagger the visits so that overcrowding does not occur . Those 
inter ested please contact John Ginnever, c/o Eric Meek, 5 Elm Road , Cheviot View, 
Ponteland, befor e 8th September stating approximate time when they could come . I t i s 
not intended to organise t r ansport but a map \.,rill be supplied if r equired . ~~ vi si t ors 
f ee of lOp per person will be char ged and the visit should last about 1 hour. 

DTO ~TL~ PROJECT AND ROCK PI PIT SURVEY 
Would all member s who have not submitted r ecords f or these 2 projects please l e t me have 
them as soon as possi ble . Thank you. 

(Sgd . ) Geoff. Macfarlane 
28 Fox and Hounds Road 
Fenham 
Newcastle upon Tyne . 
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T Y N E S I D E B I H D 

AUGUST 1971 BULLETIN 

SDMM.i'J1Y 

C L U B 

August was undoubtedly a month f or sea birds and waders pnrticularly Sheerwaters, Skuas 

and Ruff but at the beginning of the month Black Terns and Little Gulls were prominent as 

high pressure and light east erlies prevailed over Denmark and N. Germany. 

Low pressure moving E. from S. of Ireland on 13th/14th brought strong E. '"inds and r ain nnd 

sea birds were moving close inshore. Sooty Shearwaters were noted in unprecedented 

numbers moving N. together with Manx, Gannets, Fulme~s and Common Seater whilst .~ctic 

Skuas were moving S. More Black Terns were s een and the first of the large flocks of Ruff 

appeared . On 18th a Frigate Bird (sp) '"as seen and on 20th a Barred Warbler, but as NE 

winds str engthened , with a l ow pressure centre over the s. North Sea on 21st , more Sooty 

Shearwaters wer e moving with 1 Great Shcarwa t er . Ruff continued t o arrive but by 2.1th 

with high pressure over Scandinavia, light eas t erlies pr evailing and l ow cloud over the 

coast a light f all of migrants occurred. Red -backed Shrike , Uryneck ?nd Pied Flycatchers 

were involved and even as the wind veer ed S. and then to SVT on 26th/27th L'lor e J3l ack T~rnB 

arrived and another Barred \farbler. 

Westerlies pr(;vailed durine; the l ast f ew days but a third Barr ed Warbler was trl!: ped and ::-. 

f ew Fiel df Qr es arrived . 

CL..:lSSIFI ED LIST 

Diver (sp):-
Up to 4 unidentified Divers noted off Hauxley, Scaton Sluice and Whitburn, nainly moving 

N. aftE:.r 15th, although l S. off \Vhi tburn on 4th. 

Black-throated Div8r+ 
l N. off St . Mary ' s on 22nd (JDP). 

Red-throated Di ver: 
Singles N. off .illnstead on 15th, Whitburn on 22nd and St. Mary's on 22nd and 29th. 

Great Crested Grebe: 
Breeding birds wer e still present on all the wat ers mentioned in July until well into 

!tUgust . In addition 6 were at Dervtent on 16th (CM.,) and I r emained at 14hi ttlc Dene until 

at least 15th (MR e t al) . lit coas t l off Ross on 1st (JH/LGM) and 1 off Hol y Island on 

21st (J & RMcC). :uso 2 at H~rrtburn in late August (JDP). 

Red- necked Grebe: 
1 off See:~ton Sluice on 6th (H1·l). 

Slavonian Grebe: 
l on sea off \~itburn on 30th/31st (\lliO) wns still in Sumoer plumage . 

Little Grebe : 
Many wat ers he l d up to 6 including Whittle Dene , f or most of month but 11 wer e at 

Washingt on on 31st (BEP et al) and 20 et Hartburn on 15th (JEP). 

Manx Shea.rwat er: 
Not ed on 9 different days oainly moving N. with a pronounced N. passage beh.,een 13th ond 

15th. .,rmstead , Hauxley , Sea t on Sluice c.nd Hhi tburn all noted the movement with up t o ·10 

p£r day , although Cresswell r ecorded 13 N. in only half-an-hour on 14th. 

Gr eat Shearwat er : 
Full noted submitted on l flying N. off St. ?-1ary's at 300 yards rang<.: on 21st (JDP). 

Sooty Shearwater: 
Noted in unprecedented number s moving N. all along coast after 13th. 4 N. off St. 

Hary's (J])P) on 13th heralded the first phose and next day 116 passed Hauxley in 4! hours 
/)Hl.\S) 
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(llliS) and 15 passed Cresswell in only i hour (BG/EHM). . nnstead , Sea t on ;:2t-· j_-Jo_, Lnd 
Whitburn also witnessed the mov~ment . By 15th the rate h~d decreased to only 2 - 3 per 
hour but on 2lst/22nd , 36 N. off Whi tburn with sonller nunbers off .tumstcBd and St . Mary' s. 
Only 2 birds were seen to fly S. during the above periods. Other r ecords were l N. off 
Whitburn on 23rd and 3 N. there on 25th (wno) . 

Fulmar: 
Moving N. in numbers on 6 days between 12th and 22nd with a peak of 150 per hour on 14th . 
Hauxley, \.Jhi tbur n and Senton Sluice/St . t-fury' s all noted the movement . 

Gannet: 
Noted moving N. on many days with peaks on 13th - 15th and 20th - 22nd. ~nnstecd noted 
the largest numbers with 500 per hour on 15th and 1700 in 2 hours on 22nd (BUS) but 
Hauxley, Sec:. ton Sluice and \·Jhi tburn also all provided some large counts. During the above 
periods less than 10 per day wore noted flying S. 

Frigate Bird (sp): 
~full description has been submitted on what seems to have been a possible Magnificent 
Frigate Bir d flying N. off \.Jhitburn on 18th (WBO) . ' 6 observers saw the bird . 

Heron: 
Many records of parties of up to 5 birds from all over the ar ea. Fenham Flats/~unle ney 
attracted 8 - 10 between lst and 28th whilst Cresswell Ponds had a me~imum of 12 en 18th 
(B & ME et al) . .~ flock of 7 flying inland over Seaton Sluice on 29th suggested gcnernl 
inunigration about that time (;un/HWjK\v) . 

Mallard: 
100 at Capheaton on 21st, 130 at ~~ittle Dene on 28th (J & RMcC) and 21~ in Budle Bay on 
30th (DRS). 

Teal: 

• 

300+ at Eshott on 30th (MH/JEO/KGD) was an unusually high count for time of year , although 
an influx was generally noted towards end of month with up to 60 at Fenham Flats, Budlo 
Bay, Cresswell, \vashington and Whittle DE::ne . During the N. movement of sea birds on 13th -
15th and 21st - 23r d up to 60 per day wer e noted flying N. off '.Jhi tburn, ::it . Mnry ' s , 
Hauxley and _.nnstead. 

Garganey: 
2 at Washington on 26th (JEP) and 1 at Hauxley on 27th (HRS) . 

\vigeon: 
l nt ~.•lallsend Swallow on 7th (BG) and on 15th 21 at Hartburn (JEP) and 4 N. off "innstcad 
(BRS) . Between 21st - 31st small nUI:lbers moving N. off Hauxl ey, Seat on Sluice and 
Whi tburn with a max . of 52 passing Hauxley on 23rd . Froo 2t)th - 30th, 150 on Fenham 
Flats (DG/B & ME). 

Pintail: 
l in Budle Dny on lst (JH/LGM) and 3 there on 30th (DHS) . l at Huuxley on 7th and 15 N. 
there on 14th (HRS). 3 at Newton on 22nd (IK/rtO) and l at \fuittle Dene on 27th (BG) . 

Shoveler: 
Present at Washington all r:Jonth with a oax . of 35 on 8th (R •• jR.:.K) . Up t o 7 at Grindon, 
Seaton Burn , Whittle Dene and Hol yHcll ,.,rhilst offshore 2 N. off He.uxley on 4th and 2 S. 
off Bamburgh on 26th. 

Scaup: 
l at Cresswell on 6th/7th and 23rd (J3G/Em1/GU) . 4 N. off _\nnstead on 15th (BitS) and off 
Whitburn 1 N. on 15th and 4 N. on 17th (WJ30). 

Tufted Duck: 
Br eeding confirmed at Harbottle Lough (EF<l-1) . \>Jhi ttle Dcne A.ttr acted the le.rges t nuabers 
by fur with at l east 70 there all month and u max . of 90 on 21st ( J & ill1cC et al). 40 at 
Colt Crag on 8th e.nd 25 at Sweot :10pe on same oay (B (c NE) . 

/Pochard 
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Pochard: 
12 at Holywell on 15th ( CED) and 27 at Derwent on 25th ( Cl-t. ) . Up t o 6 noted at Caphenk!l, 

Whittle Dene and Seaton Burn. 

Goldeneye: 
.L.n early r ecor d of 1 at Hallington on 8th (J & HMcC ) . .~:..lso 1 N. off Whi tburn on 18th 

(WBO), 1 N. off St. l1ary ' s on 22nd (JDP) and 1 near .~:..shinfo·ton on 29th (BMn) . 

Long-tailed Duck: 
fill early r ecor d of 1 N. off Hauxley on 31st (HRS). 

Velve t Scoter: 
Singl es off \~itburn on 1st , 7th , 15th and 21st and 2 ther e on 14th (wno) . 2 of f Seaton 

:3luice on 1st (.1131/HW) with 1 on 15th (EBM) nnd 1 on 22nd (JDP) . Off Hauxley 1 on 13th, 

3 on 14th and 1 on 15th (HRS) . 3 off Cr esswell on 15th (JEP) and 2 at Benl on 29th 

(IK/RO). Most were flying N. 

Common Seater: 
Some large counts as flocks moved N. on na.ny days . 13th - 15th saw a totd of 52/l N. off 

Whi tburn (W30) with smaller nunber s off St. :Hary' s/Seaton Sluice , Hauxl ey cmd ;umstead . 

Off these sane poi nts ut l east 603 passed N. between 18th - 24th (3 & I1E/JDP/GU et al) . 

Ei der: 
600 off Birling Carrs on 30th (LGM/RN) and 200 off H~uxley on 29th (HHS). 

Red- breasted Merganser: 
Present off Ross all nonth with 50 there on 28th (JH/LGM). Whitburn noted 8 N. between 

1st - 18th. 

Goosander: 
Still on the river s until l at e in .. ugust although only a few noted . Off Hauxley 7 N. on 

15th and 10 N. on 30th (Hhs) . 

Shelduck: 
23 on Lindisfarne Nature Res~rve on 1st increased to 50+ by end of month (BG/LGM) . Off­

shor e passage noted on 5 da.ys with peaks of 12 N. off St . Mnr y ' s on 15th (JDP) and 16 N. 

off Whi tburn on 21st (w:no) . 12 N. over Wallsend S\'iallow on 25th (LGM) and 4 at Washington 

on 30t.d/3l st (BU et al ) suggested some overland passage . 

Grey Geese ( sp) : 
3 N. off \~i t burn on 18th (\·IDO) . 

Snow Geese: 
2 adults on Fenham Flats between 24th - 30th \vor e no doubt escapes from captivity (:::3 & l·1E/ 
BG/LGN) . 

Canada Goose: 
In additi on to the Colt Crag/Hallingt on flock (38 on 8th) , a flock of 19 passed S. over 

Seaton Sluice ( ~illl e t al) and Tynenouth ( JDMcE) on 29th . 

Buzzard (sp): 
1 in the Hexham urea on 18th and 21st (.~JR/per :r.ms) and 1 over North Shields on 24th nnct 

27th (JSS) . 

Sparr O\v Hawk: 
Breeding r eported from Slaley , Northunberla~d uJughs , ~ydon . Singl e birds noted on sev­

er al occasi ons during month at Hauxley, Bamburgh , Deal , Fenham Fl ats , Pegswood end 

Prestwick Carr. 

Osprey: 
The N. Tyne Sunmer r esident again noted on 22nd near Fnlstone (IV;ORS/ELS) . 

/Hobby 
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Hobby: • 
Full no t e s submitted on 1 that was seen at Ho lywell Ponds on l Oth and 15th (C~/~frT) . 

Per eP-r.ine: 
--~--

1 seen a t Holywell on 15th (B ~; HE). 

J'lierlin: 
In addition t o the breeding r ecords mentioned in July, a further pair r ear ed young in the 
Border Forests (DL). Singles at Grindon on 1st (TIL~) and at Redesmouth on 22nd (MRS/ELS ) 
wer e probably locally bred . 1 - 2 on Holy Island between 21st - 29th (BG/J & RMcC/IK). 

Kestrel: 
A pair successfully reared young in Durham Ca thedral (RN). Up t o 5 at each of Holy Island , 
Coquet Estuary, Hauxley and Seaton Sluice sugges ted a gener al S. movement. In fact, 1 S. 
\>Tell out over sea off \Vhi tburn on 31st. 

\vater H.ail : 
1 nt Beal on 3rd (IK/RO) . 

J -

Coot: 
Max. counts were 310 at Seaton Burn on 26th (MRS), 130 at Holywell on 18th (GU), 186 at 
Broomlee on 21st (LGN) and 100 <:-! t Capheaton on 21st (:JEP). Up to 35 at i!Jhi ttle Dene 
included 5 breeding pairs (IH;~ e t al ). 

Oystercatcher: 
lOO at Cresswell on lOth ( c:rL), 78 off '•lhi tburn (all N.) on 15th (\i30). Overland pass age 
was suggested uy SL~gles over Wallsend Swallow and Denton nurn on 7th (BG) and at 
Prestwick Carr on 14th (ERH). 

Lapwing: 
Some large flocks throughout month. Max. gatherings wer e a t Ouston (1200 on 22nd), Pegsw od 
(1000 on 15th), Elagdon (900 on 16th), Ponteland (800 on 2nd - 5th), Budle Bay ( 600 on 1st). 
Up to 500 at many other l ocalities. 

Ringed Plover: 
42 at Hoss on lst (LGr1/JH) and c40 at St. Hary' s on lOth/ll th ( 13 fc ME). b.l so during t his 
period c35 in Hauxley ar ea. Inland r ecords involved up to 11 at Hashington between l Oth -
14th (I3U) and up t o 6 <et \<Jhittle Dene betvmen 15th - 30th (MR et al). 

Little Ringed Plover: 
Still present at N.1,J. Durha.I!l site until 5th (RJ'tlP/PY). 2 seen at Seaton Burn on 6th (MHS) , 
1 at Washingt on on 8th (R~l/R •. J<:) with 3 ther e on 25th (JEP) and 1 there on 27th (m1P). 

Grt.:y Plover: 
10 on Fenham Fl~ts on 1st increasing t o 31 by 28th (~B/LGM). Singl es a t ~1lnmouth on 12th 
(ERM) and Whi tburn on 22nd (Ii.N) . 

Gol den Plover: 
Larges t flocks noted were 2000 at Chevingt on on lOth (llliS) and at Ouston on 27th (BG). 
900 - 1000 wer e in the Fenham Fl<<ts area f or oost of oonth (DG/LGM). Up t o 350 at 
suitable l ocalities as f etr inland e..s Housestea.ds . 

Turns tone: 
No more than 80 seen t ogether on any part of coast. 7 f eeding ar ound f l ood wa ter inland 
near Hartley on 15th (KGDjMH). 

Snipe : 
;. suggestion of an i nflux after 20th with up t o 80 at Pegswood , 60 at Pr estwick Carr and 
35 at Whittle Dene . Smaller flocking noted el sewher e . 

Curlew: 
350+ in Dudle Bay on lst (JH/LGr1I) , 100+ on li'enhao Flats on 24th (BG) and 50+ on Jarrow 
Slake on lOth (I1H). 

j\<Jhimbre l 



.whimbrel: 
Noted on nest days mainly moving S. Ldr gest nunbers involved 17 on FenhaB Fl~ts and 20 S. 
over Holy Island on 7th (TGR) with 1~ over Druridge senc day (LGM) . 20 S. over Crnmlington 
on 4th (GU), whilst at Hauxley 13 S. on 12th, 34 N. on 23rd , 18 N. on 29th and 21 pr esent on 
30th (HRS). 

Black- tailed Godwit: 
Off Whitburn 2 N. on 3rd , 1 N. on 9th and 1 N. on 31st (¥ffi0) . 1 nt Fenham Fl ats on 24th 
(BG), 1 on Holy Island on 29th (IK/HO) and l · at Nowshen on 30th (JDP). 1 at Grindon LouGh 
on lOth (RG/EL) was of particular inter est . 

Bar-tailed Godwit: 
•• t l east 500 on Fenha.D Fluts by 2.1th (DG) . Small nunbers moving N. off Whi t burn , Seat on 
Sluice and Hauxley throughout month. 1 at \;ashington Ponds on 25th (JEP) . 

Green Sandpiper: 
Up to 3 noted at 16 l ocalities during month possibly involving a t ot a l of 25 individual s 
and seen as far inl and as Colt Crag. 5 "'er e seen t ogether at Washingt on on 7th (IN) . 

Hood Sandpiper: 
No t ed at 9 localities betwl:en 4th - 28th involving nbout 16 individuals . 3 at l.Tashingt on 
(the f arthest inland) on 14th (nu) and 3 S. over Tynemouth on 23rd (JDP) were most seen 
t ogether . 

Common Sandpiper : 
Most had l oft breeding ar eas by nid month but migra tion pr oceeded throughout month being 
noted at mos t wat ers . 12 at J·.lnnouth on 30th (LGH) Rnd 9 (a max . ) at ':lhittle Dene on 15th 
(MR) were larg~st gatherings . 

Red shank: 
600 in :Oudle Bay on 8th (JH/LGM) , 300+ on Jarrow Slake on lOth (HH) and l OO at .-'J.nmouth on 
30th (LGM) wer e l ar gest gatherings . 

Spot t ed Redshank: 
1 - 3 noted ~t 9 l ocalities as f ar apart as Fenham Fl~ts , Washingt on and Colt Crag prob­
ably involving a total of 17 birds . .• suggestion of distinct i nfluxes on 14th/15th and 
again after 26th . 

Grcenshank: 
"• very good month with parties of up t o 5 notecl at about 20 l ocalities as widely spaced as 
Beal, Mli tburn and Colt Crag. Mnx. nuubers involved 9 - ll on Fenham Fl d t s between 5th -
30th (IK/B & ME/BG) , 6 in i3uul e Bay on 15th (:BRS) , 10 at \vashingt on on 21st (: . .Bl/H1:!) and 1 2 
at Pr es twick Carr on 2tith (1'1HS/ELS/J f~ R11cC) . 

Knot: 
On l st, 60 in I3udh: :Bay (LGI'-1/ lm:-i ) , 25 at "nbl e (lili) , and 30 off \Vhitburn (\.[J30 ) . 
75 S a t vlhitbur n and on 13th, 33 S. at Hauxley . 

Purple Sandpiper : 

On 4t h , 

1\n unusuul recor d of 1 at \.fashingt on Ponds on 14th (JsU) . 2 at Hauxley on 15th (HhS). 

Little Stint: 
1 at Cr esswell on l s t (HN), 3 ut \.fashingt on on 3r d (lL/.R..K/JJ:."'P) , and 1 near E.::trsdon on 16th 
(JDP) and 17th (KW) . 

Dunlin: 
400 - 600 in Budle Bay be tween l st - 28th (LG!1 et <<1) and 500 on Fenhan FlHts on 30th 
(!3 & hE) , Washington Ponds attracted c: max . of 40 on 13th ( 3U) . Smaller nuobers at oth.;r 
inland localities . 

Curlew Sandpiper: 
On 1st , 1 at Cresswell (until 4th) , and 1 at J.lnnouth (RN/BEP) . ~i.t 'lashington 2 - 5 
bet\veen 3rd - 6th (Hlv et al). On l)ti1 and 17th, 12 on flood weter near Hartlcy (K\., et al ) 

and on 2Uth , 2 in Hudle Be~ ( L~I) . 

/Sander l ing 
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Sander ling: 
25 at Ross on 1st and 28th (LGI>1), 30 - 60 at Hauxley butween '1th - 9th and still 2tl on 

29th (HHS). 

Ruff: 
lin incredible month vli th perhaps unprecedented nm1bers involved . il.l though a few had been 

noted 'beforehand , the influx seemed to occur after lt1,th nnd continued until 26th/27th. 

Flood water a ttracted most numbers with 35 at BaMburgh on 15th (BRS) , 22 near Hartley by 

17th (K\v et al) , 30 at ~oldon Fl Gts on 17th (LGG/R.X/RC) , 40+ at Prestwick Carr on 20th 

(rtlRS) increasi ng to a max . of 70 by 26t h (IG-) and a nax. of tll at Pegswood on 25th (BL/BEP). 

The permanent waters were not devoid hov1ever with 80 at Cresswell (BL) and 40 at S. Linton 

on 15th (ERM), 30 - 32 at Swallow on 24th - 26th (BEP~~) and 28 at Washington by 30th (~U 

et al ) . Most bir ds had moved on however by 31st . Such sizeable flocks have not b~en s een 

in Northumberland/N. Durham since 1963. 

iJXctic Skua: 
1~ very good ilutumn for this species with nany (including a very high percentage of adults) 

off shore. Movements were often obscured by parties operating ' to and fro ' chasing Terns 

and Kittiwakes and it was not unusua l to see at l east 50 during the course of a day off 

Hauxley/Seaton Sluice/St . Mary ' s and Whi tburn . ":. S. passRge v1as obvious on l t, th hO\oJever, 

and \'Jhi tburn recorded 106 in 10 hours (1mO). The 22nd/23rd brought a prefe r entia l N. 

passage with 216 off Whitburn and 166 off St . }fury' s (JDP) and on 29th , 1 27 passed 0 . off 

Seaton Sluice (;~1/K\v/~N). Such numbers have not been report ed since 1966 . 

Great Skua: 
Noted on 11 days off 6 points between Holy Islant1 and \~lhi tburn. Most \oJerc..: movine N. and on 

14th/15th, 25 N. off .~stead (3rtS) , 12 N. off Hauxley (HRS) and 8 N. off Seaton Sluice 

(MB/t:lH/JDP). On 2lst/22nd 15 N. off ;,nnstead , 15 N. off St. Nary's and 10 N. off Whitburn. 

Pomarine Skuey: 
Off 1m1stead 2 N. on ltlth and 1 S. on 26th ( :3.H.S) . Off Newton 1 on 30th ( 13 & FE), off 

Cresswell 1 on 15th (JEP), off St . Mary's/SeRton Sluice 5 N. on 20th , 6 N. on 22nd , 3 N. 

on 24th, 1 S . on 27th and 2 on 29th ( Jilll/JDP/ID.J et al). Off \,lhitburn 1 N. on 31st (wro). 

Long- tailed Skua: 
"m adult N. off \.Jhitburn on 3rd ( ~·lilO) and an immature fl ewS . off St. Mary' s on 24th (JDP). 

Greater Bl ack- backed Gull: 
4000 in Chevington/Hadstone area on 6th (HRS ) and 150 per hour N. off \.Jhitburn on 15th (vJJO ) 

Herring Gull: 
2500 in Chevington area on 6th (HRS) and 1500 on lOth. Pair with newly fledged young neH 

Grey's Monument , Newc. stl e on 4th (LGM) - s ee note in July :3ulletin. 

Little Gull: 
llt Holywell Ponds single juvenile s present on 3rd - 6th (CED/BG/BE1)) with 2 adults on 6th , 

1 on 8th and 1 on 24th (BEP/K\v) . ,,t Vlallsend Swallow n sub adult on 3rct and 7th (DG/3:C:C') .. 

An adult a t Boldon Fla ts on 17th (LGG) and off 1•lhitburn 2 N. on 15th, 1 S . on 18th and 3 N. 

on 20th (WBO) . 

Kittiwake: 
Some heavy movements noted particularly during the sea bird passage of 14th/15th when up 

to 2500 per hour N. off Hauxley and up to 1400 per hour N. off 1·.1hitburn. JUso 2000 N. in 

t\oJO hours off Cresswell on 4th ( GU) . 2000 r oosting in Coquet Estuary on 23rd (HHS) . 

:Slack Tern: 
fm unusual number of records . -~t Holywell 2 on 2nd , 1 fro:r.1 lOth - 17th and 1 on 25th ( CED :' 

BEP/MN) •• 1.t h'hittle Dene 2 on 5th and 2 on 25th (IHil/J & RMcC) . On 14th/ 15th 1 N • 

.Lillnstead (:BRS), 1 at Hauxl ey , 1 at Cresswell ( DL ) and 1 at 1.Vhitburn. 2 N. off iumstead 0::'1. 

21st ( DRS) and between 25th - 30th 3 in Dotha l/S. Linton are a (HN/BEP), 1 - 2 at 

\-/ashington (EU/RMP et al), l- 2 at Killingworth (FC), l at Ellington ( 3EP) and l off 

Sea t on Sluice ( J.J3ljmv) . 
/Common Tern 
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f:ol!lmon Tern: 
Inland r ecor ds wer e very much a f Gaturc with up t o 210 at Hashington (H,JH,,KjBU et al) , 

l OO at Jarrmv Slake on lOth (HH) and up to ll at Ho l ywell , S1vallow and S . Linton . On 21st 

6 at 1,</hi ttle Dene (IIL'l./J & Imcc) and on 26th 3 passed ''· ve ry high over Pr estwick Carr a t 

dusk (DG). 

Jlrctic Tern: 
Of 70 'Commics ' f eeding near Newcastl e Swing Bridge on 19th , most were .xctics (nL) . " 

most unusual sighting as _:.rctics r ar t; ly stray inland but possibl e a r e sult of -the wreck of 

sprat s that occurred in 1.ugust. 

Roseate Te rn: 
25 , mainly adults, calling excitedly as they f ed ar ound South Shields Pier on 30th (DG) • 

. :'!gain the abundance of spr ats or the presence of l arge nun!Jers of Skuas mr~y have been the 

cause . 

Little Tern: 
6 off Cr esswell on lst (GU) and 3 S . off Hauxl ey on 2nd (HHS) . 

Cuckoo : 
A l a t e bird a t Prestwick Carr on 24th (J & llMcC). 

Barn Owl: 
Further successful breeding r eported from Durradon (Fe) . Singles noted at El linbton and 

Seaton Burn. 

Short- eared Owl: 
Between 5th - 29th , 9 single birds noted at l ocalities as far apart as Deal , Killingworth, 

Holywell and Derwent . 

Swift: 
il. gener al exodus of breeding birds noted behmen 25th - 29th . 

Kingfisher : 
Noted at Rexhan , Moloodon , Morpeth , Bcllingham anct Coqu et Estuary. 

Wryneck: 
1 at Marsden on 24th follo-...Ting a light f all of Continental migrants ( WDO) . 

Swallow: 
1000+ at the Chevington Burn r oost on l}th (Hi-tS) . Moving S. steadily on 24t h ( i3G) . 

House Hartin: 
1'.. small colony l ocated unde r the ol d Coquet Road :'1ric1ge at \<Tark\vorth (LGH) . ,\. pure whit e 

bird seen near Horpeth on 5th (3 ~= !1-lE) . 

Great Tit/Blue Tit : 
More than usua l noted a t Hauxley f or ;~ugust (IllS) . 

Coal Tit: 
1 in an unusU<..ll l ocality at Denton Burn on 8th (pG) apd 1 trapped at IIauxley - again 

unusua l - on 30th (HRS) . 

Marsh Tit: 
Noted at ]lellinghan and Prestwick Carr. 

v/illow Tit : 
Noted at Prestwick Carr, Hauxley, Den ton Burn and \-Jashington. 

Nuthatch: 
Not ed at Hc.ggerston - a new locality (IK/RO) and near Hexham (A.JR) . 

/Tree creeper 
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Treecreeper~ 
Singl es noted at Hauxley on lst and ll th (ID.iS) and at :3amburgh on 21st (mm) . 

Fieldfare : 
Early r ecor ds of l on Holy Island on 29th (JKJ/IK). l at \1/est Denton on 30th (IK/RO) and 
2 over Hauxley on 31st (HRS) . 

Wheatear: 
Up to 15 at several co~stal points after 24th when 1 was seen t o arrive at Seaton Sluicb 
from f ar out to sea (GU et al) . 

Stonechat: 
1\n unusual inland record of ono, a juvenile , at Seat on Burn on 17th and 26th (MHS). Pair 
at Bamburgh on 30th (BHS) . 

Whinchat: 
A suggestion of a slight influx on 24th . 

Redstart: 
Still in breuding areas until l ate in month (EB}1/GEC) . Early migrants at Hauxlby on 15th, 
21st and 27th and at Budle Bay on 15th. 

Bl ackcap: 
Singl e passage bir ds at Bamburgh on 1st and 26th and at Hauxley on 8th, 15th, 27th and 30th. 

Barred War bler: 
Singl es juveniles trapped at Hauxley on 20th and 29th (HRS) and at 3anburgh on 26th (BRS) . 
Garden \var bler: 
Passage birds at Hauxley (1 on lOth, 1 on 15th), Bambur gh (l on 26th) and Tynemouth (3 on 
23r d ) . 

Lesser White throat: 
Singles at Hauxley on 2nd, 18th, 29th and 30th (:HHS), at Ho lY Island on 21st (J & RMcC) at 
St. Mary's on 23r d (~KJ) and at Denton Burn on 15th (BG) . 

Willow Warbler : 
20+ in Hauxley area on 8th - lOth was the heaviest fall r eported but noving through most 
areas throughout month. 

Golc1 C'~:£~S t: 
Up t o 5 a t Hauxley after 15th, up to 3 at Bambur~~ after 26th and 6 on Holy Island on 29th 
(IK/I{O) . 

Spotted Flycatcher: 
A nest with young , inside a hanging lantern in a church lytchgate at Hexham on 2nd (.<JR). 

Pied Flycatcher: 
Singles .at Bl aydon on 8th (j3L) , Seaton Sluice nnd Hauxley on 14th/15th (CM.ll/rms), Tyne!aouth 
on 18th (KGD/MH) and Holy Isl and on 19th ( CED). After a light fall on 23rd/2'lth up to 11 

noted ut Berwick, Bamburgh , Hauxley , HOly Island , Whitley Bay, Tynemouth and Seaton Sluice, 
and 15 - 20 in Mursden ar ea (w.:JO). On 27th, l a t Killingworth - somE: 6 miles i nland 
(JDHcE) . 

Meadow Pi pit : 
Steady passage after 12th not ed ,.t Cresswell and Hauxley . 

Tree Pipit: 
l at Denton Burn on 15th (BG) and 2 at IIauxley on 30th ( Iill.S). 

Rock Pipit: 
2 of vlhc-.t wer e thought t o be 'Scandanavian' birds Dt St. Mary ' s on 18th (JDP). 

/Pied \/agtdl 
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Pied Vc~tail: 
~m - infl;n~ n~l:o(l n t ITC\ll_V} Py nn 2}r<1 (rms) . 

Grc;y Ha;:;tail: 
Records SUGgest a good breeding year . 

x~.J.J.ow 1.1/agtai l: 
A st.;;ady S. pass:>...ge noted throughout Donth \vi th concentra tions of 20 - 50 noted at 

Holywcll, \o/all send Swallow, Grindon , Whi ttlc Dene 2nd \/ashinJ;ton . 

rted - backed Shrike: 
J,n adult nclc seen near Colt Cr~'e eurly in month (per BG) was pdrticularly unusual and u.n 

innature bird at l·1ar sden fro:r1 21th - 31st (lil30). 

Hawfinch: 
Singles noted at Morpeth (EB) and Felton (JEO/MH) . 

Goldfinch : 
Flocks of up to 20 in many areas confiroing that they are steadily increasing GS c breedin:­

species. 

Si skin: 
25+ ne <tr Tarset on N. Tyne on 22nd (MHS/ELS). 

Lis t of Contributors : 

R. J,d aos . R. Grey. n. r1. Palmer . 
c. 11 • • :~.d aDs on. L. G. Glass . J. D. Parrack . 
R • ... tkinson. M. Hodgson. J. E • Perfitt . 
D. L. • tllan. J. Ho.rgrave . B. E. Prater . 
I. H. ~Jms trong . J . K. J effer ey. T. G. Hru:tsey. 
H. Dell . I. Kerr. "'~· J . liich?.rds . 
E. Bird . D. Little . r1. Richard son. 
i h Blackett. E. Lobley. J. s. Spence . 
B. Crnbbe . B. Martin. N. R and E. L. Smith. 

F. Colley. E. H. Meek . B. Umvin . 
G. E. Clayton. L. G. 1'1acFarlane . G. Upton . 
G. Dun~o.n. J & R. NcCutchGon . K. Halton. 
c. E. Douglas. J. D. McElwee . H. i'iilson . 
K. G. Dures . M. Nattrass . P. Ycomcm. 
n & l'l · Etheringt on. J. E. Or ton. Hauxley & naoourgh Ringing St ations . 

D. Gu.lluvmy. R. Osborne . Whitburn Bird Observat or y. 

All Septer:~.ber records t o 3 . Galloway, ll5 Southway , Newcustle upon Tyne NE15 7Iill by 

8 October 1971 pl ease . 

R.S.P. B. FILM SHOWS 

The f0l lowing R.S .P.B. film shows will take place in Northunb0rland shortly: ­

Wednc-sday , 6th OctobE.:r , City Hall, Newcastle <~t 7. 30. p.m. 
Thursday, 7th October, Northuobe:;rland Hall, 1i.lnwick at 7.30 . p . m. 
Friday, 8th October , :t-1orpeth GraiiDar School, Nor pcth at 7.30.p. m. 
Saturday , 9th OctobEr, Queen Elizabeth G:ranuuar School, Hcxhan at 7. 30. p . I!l. with the Tyne­

side :3ird Club 
Monday, llth October , Secondary MoGern School, Dellingl~ at 7.30 . p . m. 

l~t all these shows the two new H.S .P . ll . films "Kite s are Flying" and "The Lone ly Level " wi ::.._:_ 

be shown, and copi es of our now book 11Dir d s in Northm1brin" will be on sale . 

:1doission prices f or all shows will be udul ts 30p , childr en 20 p . 
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SEPTEMBER 1971 BULIEriN 

SUMMI.RY 

Sept ember was a very settled and dry month resulting in onl y 2 snall falls of Continental 
migrants. 

During the first week waders moved stead ily through but in a short period of south east­
erly winds with increasing cloud cover between 8th - 12th Herons , a Hobby, a I·Jryneck, -2 
Redwings, a White Spotted Bluethroat , en Icterine , Pied Flyca tchers and a Red-backed Shrike 
all arrived. Ducks also became very numerous about thi s time. 

It was not r eally until 20th, or even 25th/26th, that a s e cond s~all sca l e errival of 
migrants was noted with Mistle Thrush, Fieldfar e , Hedwi ng , Robin , Barried Warble r, Pi~d 
l!'.ty~"' nt.~he-c and Lapland Bunting b e ing the ~ost prol:linent specie s although Sooty Shean mt er s 
w&r e !:loving N. in large numbers and a l a r ge flock of Pochurd wns l oc a t ed . 

Other unusual and interesting r e cor ds included Fl runingo , Long- tailed Skuas Lmd pos s ible 
Cory' s Shear ,...,aters. 

Gt:nerally , a rather disappointing I!lonth. 

CLilSSIFIED LIST 

Diver (sp): 
Between 5th - 29th up to 5 noted off Boulmer, Hauxley, Cresswell, Set! ton Sluice and 1fui t­
burn ( HRS /WJJO jK\of) • 

Bla~throated Diver: 
l N. off Seaton Sluic e on 24th (10-·1) . 

Great Northern Dive r: 
2 N. off St . Mary's on llth (JDP) . 

Red-throated Div&r: 
Between ll th - 24th up to 3 notod off .l.nnstead, St . :Hary' s and Cr essHdl - all flying N. 
(BhS/ JDP jKl,r). 

Greet Cr8sted Grebe: 
Breeding birds and juv8nil e s still pn;sent a t Halling t on, Seat on Durn and Gosf orth until 
a t h :ast mid-nonth. 2 N. off Senton Sluice on 2~~th (JO..'). 

Rect - necked Grebe : 
.l N. o-ff Cresswe ll on 22nd (10-1). 

Slavoni an Grebe : 
l still on the s e a off Whi tburn on 2nd (1·!.i30). ·-

Black-necked Grebe : 
l, QOUlting into 1;Jj_.nt·~r plumage , at Grindon 0 11 30th u.Ugust c .~JR) . 

Little Gr&be : 
Jl. significant build up in numbers with oax. of 27 at Hol ywel l on 5th (:r.-IN &t a l) anJ a t 
l eas t 36 on NorthUI!lbrlan Loughs on llth (LGM) . 13 a t Washi ng t on on 16th and up t o 10 et 
s eve ral other wat er s including 2 on the River Wansb(:; ck at Sh<:epwash after 20th (1Gr·1) en9 
3 on the Rive r 'l"'yne ut Prudhoe on 30th (AJR) . 

Manx Shearwat er: 

Noted on 10 dat8s bE::tween 5th - 26th off s eve r a l r0i.nt-R b u twcN1 Rn.mhnr gh an d \Vhi tburn. 
6 N. off \,'hitburn on J 5th wa..c: no~:+. <m Pny on<-) cl ay . 

l. 
/Soot y Shonrwat er 



Sooty Shearwater: 
Between llth- 15th up to 6 per day, mainly N. off l-mnstead (DRS) , St. Nary ' s (3EP/JDP 1 

and Whitburn (~~0). The latter also r ecorded 2 N. on 2~ th and l N. on 27th but on 26th 

yet anoth8r heavy movement was noted off Hauxley with 150 N. in 3 hours (IU1S) . 

Shearwate r (sp): 
Large brown and white Shear waters, possibly Gory's, wer e not ed off St . Mcry's on lOth 

(IS) and llth (l .N and l.S) (JDP) and off JU1nstead on llth (l.N) (BRS) . 

Fulmar: 
43N in 4 hours off St . Mary's on llth (JDP) was the only MoveMent r eported . 

Gannet: 
Noted moving N. in nuobers off Holy Island, Hauxl ey and St . Mary's be tween 6th - 27th and 

varying between 40/hr (27th) and 200/hr (8th). 

Cormorant: 
Q,uite prominent off nuch of coast during month and on 5th, 2 arrived f r om W. a t \Vhit tle 

Dene (CH). 

Shug: 
39N. in 2 hours off St . ~~y' s on 11th (JDP). 

CChilean Flamin6o: 
l N. at .innstead on 18th and probably same bird frequented Fenhan Flats throughout 

Sept&mber (BRS/per ;,Bl) .J 
Heron : 
Up t o 4 at many l ocalities throughout nonth, even well i nland . Irnmigr ati on/passaF,e w~s 

suggested at beginning of month with 6 at Cresswell and 8 at ~lnmouth on 4th (LGM) , ~ S.'v 

over each of Dedlingt on and 1Unmouth on llth (J & RMc C) when l was in MBrsden Q,uarry (LGG/ 

FGG), 13 in Budle Bay on 12th (C\.J) and 4 S. 1v. over St . Mary's on 17th (JDP) . Still 7 at 

Cresswell on 26th (LGM) . 

Mallard: 
Some l ar ge counts f or September with up t o 700 at Colt Crag after 12th (RG/EL et al ) , 600 

at Gosf orth Park on 19th (BG et al), 3~0 on Northumbrian Loughs after 5th (LGM) and 200+ 

at Capheat on on 5th (EhM et al). 

Teal: 
330 in Budl e Bay by 12th (LGI-1/RN) and 100 in Gosf orth Pork on 19th/20th (BG/ERM) . 90 2-t 

Grindon on 25th (.i.Jl<.) and smaller numbers at many oth<::r wa t er s . Coastal po.ssage suggested 

between 4th - 7th and 21th - 26th with up t o 70 per day N. off Hauxley, Scuton Sluice and 

Whitburn. 

Garganey: 
2 or 3 at Gosforth Park on ll th ( C\v). 

Gadwall: 
4 (2 pairs) in Gosforth Park on 19th (BG) and a drake a t Grindon on 25th (LGM) . 

Wigeon: 
The usual Sept ember off shor e N. passagG was noted on 8 dates between 6th - 28th with pE:H1ks 

of 164 on 15th (Whitburn) ' and 124 on 28th (St. Mary' s ) . 500 i n Budl e Bay by 21st (KW et 

al) , 188 on Northumbricm Loughs on 11th (LGN) and 100+ in Gosforth Park by 30th (GU) . 

300+ on Holy Island Lough on 26th (MH) . 

Pintail: 
1 in Gosforth Park on 19th with 3 ther e by 30th (BG/GU). 

Shoveler: 
Gosforth Park provided l argest gathering with 120 on llth end 19th/20th (BG/C~) and an 

inter esting count of 33 at Gr ind<'n on 25th (.iJR) . Up t o 9 at Washington during month und 

noted also at Capheaton ( 1), and Holy Island ( 3) . /Scaup 
2 . 
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Scaup: 
2 at Whittle Dene on 7th (MH) . 

Tufted Duck: 
c200 a t Col t Crag after 11th (;1JRjRG e t a l ) and cl OO a t Hn.r tbur n on 5th (D & :HE et a l ) . 

43 at Whittl e Dene on 4th/5th when 30 _at Capheaton . 

Pochard : 
Some i nter e sting high counts f or time of year . 51 on Northumbr i an Lough s on 11th and hy 

25th 109 on Gr eenl ee (1~1) , 45 at Capheat on on 5t h (EHM ) and aft er 11t h, 30 - 40 at 

Gosforth Par k (BG/GU/Ctv') . 24 at 1Vhittle Dene on 2t1th ( ..:~J'.rt) . Off Hauxley lS. on 26th (HRS) . 

Goldeneye : 
4 at Greenl ec on 25th (LGM) and 1 at Cr esswel l on 26th (IK) . 

Long- tailed Duck : 
2 N. off Hauxley on 6t h (m~s). 

Velvet Scoter : 
2 N. off Cr esswell on 12th and 8 N. of f Seaton Sl uice on 24th (~if) . 

Common Seater: 
Noted , mainly ooving N. , on 17 days b<.:tv1een 4th - 29th with a peak on 14th - 18th with 

100 N. off Holy Isl and (_1JH) , 403 N. of f 'Vhi tbur n and 250 N. 0ff Hauxlcy. 

Eider: 
420+ on Fenham Fl ats on 27th Cr'·lli) and 150 off Hauxley r1ost of ~1onth (IlliS) . 

Red - breasted Merganser : 
3 N. off tVhi tburn on 14th e.nd between 21st - 26th 1 - 2 notec1 off ~dlc , CrcsS\·.rell , 

Alnmouth and Hauxley. 

Shelduck: 
Only 30 juvenil es on Fenhc~ Flats on 5th (31). 4 at WashinGton on 1st (nu) , and off 

\Vhitburn 8 S . on 7th and L. N on 26t h (WBO) . 

Gr ey Lag Goose : 
1 at Colt Crag on 24th and 30th ( C;:Jti/AJH) . 

Canada Goose : 
~~ maxo of 62 in Hallington .;.rea on 12t h (li.G/EL et a l) . 1 at Cresswcll on 5th (BEP /JJL) and 

7N. there on 22nd (I0.o/) . 

Buzzard : 
l in ;~,vin Valley on 12th (BEP) and l near Belford on 13th (per iJ3l ) . 

Sparr ow Hawk: 
Possible immigrants were noted nt Hauxley (l ~n 4th) , Cresswe ll (l on ~th) 8nd St . Mary ' s 

(1 on 23rd) . Noted inland at JUwinton , Belford , Dolam, Ji.shington , J3r oomhill and Gosf or-vh. 

Herlin : 
,\ suggestion of an influx/passage early i n month v1i th l at Hauxley on 2nd , l at Cresswell 

on .1th (IK) , 2 at Alnoe>uth on 11th (J & RMcC) when 1 at each of .'.nble r:lnrl Whi tburn, and 1 

at Tyneoouth on 12th (Iv1H) . l at i.l.Shingt on on 24th (J~.G) . 

Hobby : 
i... falcon , probably of this species , at Br oormill on 8th (JJG) . 

Kestre l : 
Prooinent at coast early in r1onth Hith as mony as 9 at Hauxley on tl th nnd 4 on Holy Island 

on 12th (EHM) . 
/Coot 



Coat: 
Max. counts wer e 200+ at Holywell on 5th (MH), 300 at Dr oomlee on 11th (~1), and 350 at 
Seaton Burn on 29th (CMn). 

Oystercatch~=£.: 
60 N. off Dunstanburgh on 25th (ERM) was larges t flock reported . • I I 

Lap,.Ting: _ 
1000 at HolyWell on 12th (GU) , 500 ,at Whittle Dene on 5th (J & RMcC) and 500 at Washington 
on 9th - 16th (BU). Up to 300 at 4 other i ocalities in first 5 days , including Derwenthaugh 
and Ryton, both in Tyne Valley. 

Ringed Plover: 
Lar gest flocks noted on 4th (96 at Hauxl ey) and ll th (79 at :J.nmouth) with 26 at St. 1-iary ' s 
on 6th . 

Gr ey Plover: 
Between llth- 26th, l- 6 at 5 coastal points be t,.,reen Boull'!ler and St . Hary's. 

Golden Plover: 
Largest gatherings wero 500 at Hauxley on t}th, 500 at \olhittle Done on 5th (J & ill'IcC ), 800 
in DudlG Bay on 10th/12th (LGM et al) , 1000 at Boulmer on 19th and 1000 on Fcnham Fl nts on 
29th ( C!-L). 

• t 

Turns t one : 
54 r oosting on Cress\oTell Pond on 14th (BEP) and 7 nt Washingt on Pond on 9th (nu) . Hauxloy 
max. was 120 on l)th (HHS). 

Snipe: 
Largest flocks not ed in firs t 10 days with 50 at 1,>/o.shi ngt on on l s t and 7th (BU) and also at 
Prestwick Carr on 8th (EHM) . 40 at l\lhi t tle Dene on 5th ( C1•J) . 

J ack Snipe: 
l near He.uxley' on 24th (.1JR). 

Curlew: 
200+ at Newton on 5th ( IK). .. 
Whimbrel : 
Be tween 1st - 19th up to 7 p0r day noted off 7 coastal points be tween Budle Dc!y and 
Whitburn l N. over Hauxley on 26th was the l ast. 

Bl ack-tailed Godwit: 
1 in Budl e Bay on 5th and 12th (~I/LGM) , l a t Crosuwell on 18th (LGM/GU) and l nt Newton 
on 19th (I K) . 

Bex -tail ed Godwit : , 
At l east 1500 at Holy Island by 12th (per ERM). 20 S. off I..Jhi tburn on 2nd ( '-'1.30) ond l - 3 
at several points S. of Boul ner between lst - 14th. 

Green Sandpiper: 
Between l st - 13th singl es not od ut ~amburgh, Cre sswell , Holywell , E~rsdon and Whittle 
Dene with 2 at Derwenthaugh on 3rd (LJM e t al) . 

Common Sandpiper: 
Still pr ominent at coast during first week ~hen 1 at 1Unmouth on 4th was largest gathering. 
Still 1 at Whitburn on 26th (wno) . 

Hedshank: 
On 4th, 100+ at Hauxley and 150 in Coquet Estuary (IlliS) and on 11th/12th lOO at Cresswe1l, 
198 at ~.mble , 135 at ,i.lnnouth and 300 in Budle Bay (J & R..l\1:cC/C\v). 

/Spotted Rodshnnk 

• 
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Spf)+.tof1 n<.'ilet.h~· 

:i. a t C<'';sswell on ·1th with 2 0 {1 '(th (L!3'1/.B.!!..l') , J At W!lnh.ins ton on 1st - 11th \vith 2 on ~Jt_. 

(CM..l./BU,.iJ:<_W), 1 at Chcvlngtnx1 \ •n 1Rtll (liltS) and 1 in Huclle Bny on 11th/12th with 2 on 21st 

(KW et c}.) . 

G:r-~::en c h.b:: · ~ ; 

Between 1st - 19th, 1 - 3 at r:J.any l c calitiGs r:Jainly coastal but 8 at \>/ashington on !Jth 

(l~P et el). Still 4 in Budle Day on 21st (K\v) and 2 nt ,~nmouth on 26th (LGM et nl) . 

Knot: 
69-~·t Hauxiey on 26th we.s l nrgest flock . 

Purple Se.ndpiper: 
Onl.y 2 :z:-ecvrds ; 3 - 5 at Seaton Sluice/St . Nary' s on 5th/6th (KH) and 5 a t Hnuxley on 26th 

(Iffis) . 

Little S~~.j..pt: 

1 at s~ . M~ry's on 8th (MH) and 1 a t Hartlcy on 11th (P & ID). 

Dunlin: --·--.. 
71 at Alnmouth on 11th (J & RMcC) was li'.rgcst count . Up to 4 a t Whittle Dene until 7th. 

Curlew Sandpiper: 
4 on Holy Island on 27th (MH) . 

Sander ling: 
Only r eported from Hauxley \vi th a oax . of 83 on 4th (llliS) . 

Ruff: 
Continued to be prominent and widespr cfld until 18th Hi th R max . of 29 n t vlashingt on on lst 

(BU/RMP e t al) , 1 5 at . ilnnouth nn 4th (LGM/RN) and 12 a t St . Mnry' s on 6th. Up t o 8 nt 

many other l ocalitibs as far inland as ~~ittle DcnG . 4 on a traffic islan~ at Ne wcastle 

;~irport on 3rd was most unusual (LJM). 

,;rctic Skua: 
Still plentiful with l ar gest counts noted off Seat on Sluice (80 on 5th) , St . Mnry' s 

(53 N. on 11th) and Cresswell (23 on 22nd) . 

Great Skua: 
Be tween 1st - 25th, 1 - 3 off lJmStead , Cre sS\ve ll , Se?.. ton Sluice/Tynemouth and Whi tburn 

mainly flying N. 

Porm:rine Skua: 
On 1st, 1 N. Whitburn (WJO) , on 7th, 1 S. St . Hary' s (JDP) , on 11th, 1 N. ll.nnstund tmd 1 S . 

::nble (DHS/J u RMcC), on 13th, 3 S •• ~nmouth nnd on l <ith , 1 N. Holy Island (.~JR). 

Long- tailed Skua: 
1 N. off Tynemcuth on 1s t at range of only 30' (K\v) ancl 1 N. off Whi tburn on 26th (vmo). 

Great er Black- backed Gull: 
500+ near Dlyth on 15th (l.rn:) anr1 lOO nt HauxlQy on 18 th (llllS) . 

Less er Black- ba cked Gull: 
Still 1 well inl and near Shar perton (R . Coque t) on 12th ( JJEP) and l at WE".rkworth on 26th 

(:fiRS) . 

Glaucous Gull: 
a third y ear at Hauxley on 6th/7th ( lffi8 ) and a first y~.. ar a t :umstead on 11th with a thirc~ 

yee.r th8r e on 18th (BRS) . 

Little Gull: 
On 11th, 1 at Cresswell (J & RMcC) and 2 n. at i..nnstoad (3RS) . 

/Ki tti,vake 



Kittiwake : 
Ol1 2_-,c·::. . 1000/hr . N. n££ Dtms:tanburgh ( ERM) and Hauxloy (lfi(S) . 1 600 r oosting on Coquet 

EstuaTy ·' ::1 11th ( J & HMcC). 

Black Te::n: 
1 - 2 e.-i:. Fn.shington between 1st - 9th (BU E:t a l ), 3 a t Seat on Sl u i c e on 5th (KW), 2 a t 

Bc J. ~:al cr. lth (BEP) and 1 N. off Hauxley on 8th (HRS). .. 
CO!.:J..::.i.c Tern: 
Up··-~:_;-46-at· Ne\oJca s tle Quaysi de on 3rd/ 4th (MH/131), llO+ a t 1.Jashington on 4th (RMP) and 

be·~·,., -:8!1 20th - 23rd flocks of up t o 30 h eading off inl 8nd from St. Ha.ry' s in a S . \v. 
dir€ction on 4 c onsecutive evenings (JDP). 

Lit·~;I..; · ,,__,·_·.~ 

5 off Seaton Sluice on 5th and 2 off St . Mary ' s on 6th (10•1) . 

Saif£~!-!-.c_tl _Tgrn: 
A suda~: .. u;:;ceast: aft e r 18th/19th and still 5 off Whi tburn on 29th (\f.!~O ). 

Au!<s (sp): 
On 26th up to 300/hr moving H. off Haux~ey (HRS) . 

Cuckoo_: 
•1. l ate bird ctt Druridge on ll th ( J & lll'icC) . 

Littl e Owl: 
Noted in Kibbl esworth on 18th (~) . 

Long- e2r ed Owl : 
1 ne:ar !:.Illble on 18th (HRS) . 

Short - ec!red Owl: 
1 at Hauxley on 5th (IlliS) and 1 at Stanhope on 6th ( J f.c RMcC). 

Night,j ar: 
Kno\-ln to have bred in Kyloe \voods this Summer (pe r ERM) . 

Swi ft : 
Still a f ew pr esent durinG first week but l nt e birds noted at Bamburgh ( 18th), Holy 

Island ( 19th) , St . }~ry ' s ( 23r d ) en d Stannington (25th) . 

Kingfisher : 
11. pair on Betton Burn near Wool ur ( pt.r JDP) and 1 nt • .lnnouth on 19th (CH"'.) . 

Wryne ck: 
1 on Holy Island on 12th (TIMn/El~l/MN e t al) . 

Swallow: 

: 

A h eavy 8. movement no t ed a t Hauxley end Dnri dge on 4th (HHS/LGM) . Still a fe~ pr esent on 

25th/26th. 

House Ma.rtin: 
Moving S . with Swa llows on 4th and next day a gathering of c100 a t hyton (J cc RMcC e t a~). 

Jay: 
Noted at Gosforth , Tiolam and Cresswell. 

Gre2. t Tit : 
1 a t Holy Isl and on 28th and small passage no t ed a t Banburgh and Hauxley. 

Blue Tit : 
Up to 35 per day at Bamburgh and up to 22 per day a t Hauxley during month sug~esting somA 

movement . 
/Coal Ti t 
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l ·- ·.~:-_-:.:;.:_~_, ~ .. - be tween 18th - 26th ( HRS) . 

Na:-st-. :;--:. ~: __ . ... _ .. ___ - ... 
U.::--:;.:- · .-. . - ~ ·. s!::i.nr..;ton and 13camish (RMP) . 

\oJiJ. 1 ; ·,,r •fj ',; 

No:~~ ,,-'; 'Jsshington and Go sforth (DU/BG) . 

Nu th~~ t :;): ~ 
No·s .. ~ __ :., ;c,Jlingt on (ME) . 

Tr~~~-~~~I.= 
2 c-.~ · ---- .· -.·.~ l. on lOth ( JJiiS ) and l a t Hauxley on 26th (HRS) suggesting pa.ssaee . 

Mi_stle Th~~sh : 
11:.~ .. _._:-,-_: :;.)Ally large flock of 50 at Kibblesworth on ll th (LJM) and on 25th, 15 et Cre sswell 

( C\~) and 9 e.t Hauxley (HHS) with 10 in vJhi t ley lay on 26th (FC) . 

Fieldfr;:.rs : 
On 20th , 10 in Cheviots (~~) on 24th, 2 e t Colt CrnG (Ant) on 27th , 2 on Holy Island (I1H) 
2nd on 29 th, l at Gateshead (RMP). 

Song Thrush : 
im arrival of 150 at Holy Island on ltlt h (1· .. JIL) and on 25th/26th, 20 at Cressv1ell ( C1·!) , 

1~- ~~~ Fr::uxl~- -- (!IRS) and 80 on Holy IslFlild (MH) . 

Red wing: 
im early r "o.;rrl of 2 a t Tynemouth on llth (KGD) . On 21lth , 4 over Cramlinr;tcn (l3Mn) , en 

26th, ,~o on Hol y I slrmd (MH) f!nd on 30th , 3 over Stanl ey (illfP) . 

Bl e.cKbird : 
,\n early arrival on 14th/15th wi th 80 on Holy Island (A.T.tt) and 80 in N<~rsden 1ITea and on 

26th, with 100+ on Holy Island (r-1H ) . 

Whe atear: 
17 on Holy Island on 12th was l argost concentration (LGM) . 3 r.t :3runburgh on 18th a.ll 

belonged t~ Greenl and Race ( DRS ) . 

Stone chat : 
On 2lst/22nd l at Damburgh and l at CreSS\vCll (KH) . 

Whinchat : 
Prominent at coast on 10th/11th with 22 e.t !3runburgh (Bli.S) and 15 at South Shields (m·L) 

Redst art : 
~few arrived on coast be tween 9th - 12th but no more th~ill 4 at any one l ocality . On 

18th, l at 13a.nbur gh and 2 at Hauxley and on 27th, 4 on Holy Island (MH). 

Blue Throat: 
1.n adult male of white spotted f or m seen v ery clo sE. et Narsde n Quarry cm 11th ( CI-L/FGG) . 

Rob in: 
~ distinct arri val on 25th/26th with 10 at Cresswell (cw) and 20 in Whitley CcQetery a~~a 

(Fe) . 

Sedge War bler: 
Last noted on bth with 2 in Gosforth Park (I1RS) . 

/Icterine v/arbler 



Icterine Warbl eT.: ----- ---
1 t r apped at :Baoburgh on l Oth (DW::l) . 

Bl ackcap: 
Coastal passage evi dent between l st - 21s t with l - 2 almost daily at Holy I sland , 

Bamburgh, Hauxley and \fui tloy Bay. 

Barr ed War bler: 
At Hauxley s ingl es trapped on 3rd and 19th (IlliS) . l at Nar sden Quarry on llth (LGG/FGG) 

and l on Holy Isl?~d on 26t h (MS ) . 

Gar den We.rbler: 
l - 4 a t Bamburgh , Hauxley and Marsdenjwhitburn on l lth, 18th/19th and 28th. 

Whi tethroat : 
Bet ween 3rd - llth , l - 2 at each of B~~burgh , Hauxley and Tynemouth. Still l at Hauxlcy 
on 18th. 

Lesser \vni t ethrout : 
l nt Fenhcn- le-Hoor on 5th (BL). 
Willow \>la.r bl er : 
No records af ter 18th end only light pns sage noted . 

Chif f chp.ff: 
On 18th/19th l at Hauxl cy and l at Denton Burn (13G) . On 27th/28th possibly 6 on Holy 

Isl and (11H) . 

Gold cr est : 
Coastal passage suggested by 6 at Brunburgh on lOth ru1d 20th , up t o 12 at Hauxlcy through-­

out month and '1 at South Shields on 15th (LGG et al) . 

Spotted Flycatcher: 
Very l i ght passage not ed (l - 4) noted all alon~ coest until 23rd. 

Pied Flycatcher: 
Di stinctive arrival s not ed between 9th - 12th with up t o 8 at l ocal iti es nll ~lone const 

between Hol y Islan<'l and Marsden and a~ain on 26th/27th when Hol y Island attracted tl1e r.::Js·'; 

with 10+ (MH et al ) with 5 at Hauxlcy (BRS) . 

Meadow Pi pit : 
On 8th , l OO at Hauxl ey and 150 at St . Mary' s (MH). On 26th/27th diBtinctive inf luxes 
noted at Holy Island and Hauxlcy. On 18th , 80 at Wallsend Swallow (GU) . 

Tr.::e Pipit: 
9 on Holy Island on 14th (.~:..JR) . 

Pi ed '..Vagtai~: 

A r oos t of 150 at Derwenthaugh on 3r<'l (L~I). 

Grey vlagtail : 
::.way from breeding areas singles not ed ut Bal!lburgh (12th - 20th) and Seat on Sluice (5·tl~) , 

Yellow \-lagtail : 
Last not ed on 19th v1hen l at Hauxley (HH.S) . 

Red - backed Shrike : 
An i mmature in Tynenouth on 3rd/4th and an adult f enale on 8th/9th (KGD/1~) . 

Goldfinch: 
Some l ar ge flocks in nllendal e area in Did -month with as I!lany as 60 - 80 t ogether (J~G). 

/Si skin 
e. 



Si skin: 
2 at Denton Durn on 16th (DG) and 7 a t Hnlleypike ~m 25th (Lmi) . 

Lin."let : 
300 on Holy Island on 26th - 29th o.nd 400 at Hauxley by end of Llonth (HHS) . Still 

fl edglings in a lc:~te nest at KibbleS\vorth on 11th (LJM) . 

Tir2.!!lbl_?.:_~: 

3 early birds &t Holy Island on 27th (mr). 

Lapl~.t? Bunting: 
~ill early r ecor d of l on Holy Island on 27th (I1H) . 

LIST OF CONTRIJ3UTOHS : 

c. M • .. damson. M. Henry. H. M. Po.lrwr . 

J.~· Bl ackett. M. Hodgson . J. D. Parrnck. 

T. R. Birkhead . J. Har gr ave . :::3 . E. Prator . 

w. Dra<'1y. I. Kerr. 1~. J. Hichar ns . 

F . Colley. P . Kelly. M. SkilletE-r. 
p & I. Davidson. 13 . Little . M. R f;c E. L. Smith. 

J . P. Deacon. E. Lobl ey . 11 . c. Tayl or. 

K. G. Dures . E. M. Lindsey. 13 . Unwin . 
13 & M. Etheringt on. B. Martin. G. Upt on . 

B. Ge.lloHay. E. R. :Hee:k. K. ih:.l ton . 
R. Gr ey . L. G. t1acFnrl ane . c. 1vnr d . 
F. G. Grey . J t~ R. McCutcheon . Hauxley and J3arnburgh Hi nging Stat ions. 

L. G. Glass . J. D. NcElwee . \>lhi tburn ~ird Observat or y . 

J . 1 .. Ginn&ver. !1. Nattrass . 

All October r ecor ds t o Bryan Gallow~w , 115 Southway, S . 1-r. Denton, Newcastle upnn Tyn8 , 

1~15 7 P~ by 8 Novenber pl ease . 

CLUB MEETING, THU'rt~.mll.Y 11TH NOVEt1l:l1.!lli 1971: 

Guest speaker will be Mr . I. "tvill ey on ' i.ntarcticn ' E:<.ft er spendine; 2 ye r:.rs there recerot; l~r , 

His colour slides ar e r eally excellent . 7.30. p . m. prompt . Newc.stl e University JV~· Jc'l::..-:- ,· 1 

School (opposite RVI oain entrance) . 
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T Y N E S I D E B I R D C L U j3 

OCTOBEh 1971 BULLETIN 

SUMMiJ.lY 

The two most significant periods of the month wer e 15th/16th and 23rd/28th. 

On both occasions l or ge scale arrivals of Continental Thrushes (sp) wer e r ecorded and 

coincided with High .lir Pre ssure becoming e stabl ished over a . acandinavia . 

Unfortunat e ly arrivals of small mib~ants wer e virtually absent and the month was r athe r 

disappointing in this respect , although t he last week in the month s aw the appear ance of 

wintering Shore Larks and Twi t e , and 2 vlater Pi pits wer e seen on Holy Islan(1, 

SeaJJirds \vcre also moving on 25th/28th particularly Div ers , Goldeneye and r:Iergans er s ann 

the first Brent ~ese wer e r ecor ded moving off- shore at that time . Short- earGd Owl s 

s eemed to suddenly incre ase after 23r d and an unusually l urge r oose was locatej a t 1·/all<-H­

Swallow . 

During the fir st f ew days of the month NallE!ru , Teal and •,ri geon w8r e unusually plentiful 

and by end of month \1Jigeon number s seGm to have r eachE.:d last ye,'..r s r e cord max . f or Fenhar 

Flats . 

Other inter esting r ecords included a f ew Gadwall , 3 r e cor ds of Pha laropes , a possible 

Yellow Br easted Bunting and 3 ' exotics ' , Snow Goose , Mandarin and Flamin£~0 . 

CLASSIFIED LIS'I' 

Diver (sp) 
Unidentified diver s w<.:r e r egularly r eported throughout mont h particul<·rly from vJell 

watched Hauxl t!y and 1·/hi tburn. Bt.hlet.m 25t h - 28th , when they appe[tr\:,)c1 t o be most n :s t h ::: 

35 N and 10 S off Whi t burn ( 1:fBQ e t al) . 

Gr eo..t Northern Diver: 
On 24th, l on s ea off Sea t on Sluice (BG/KVI/H/) and of f Hhi tburn l N. e ach day on 26t h 

and 28th ( ',·G30). 

Red - throated Diver: 
13 off Alnraouth on 24th (LGI1/MN) and on 

31st , l on Cr ess\vell Pond (HH/BEP/Eiu1) . 

between 4th - 16th (JDP ) . 

31s t , 25 off Cresswell (GU) . Between 24th ­

Up to 6 also noted off St . r1f~ry ' s , mainly N. 

Great Crested Grebe: 

On 9th and again on 27th/28th l at Holy I sland (K}l/illv/TH) . 

(LG!-1/lili) . On 25th , 1 off See. ton Sluice ( JKJ) :...n:1 on 27th , 

1 at Gosforth from lOth - 18 th ( J3G/GU) , 1 a t Hallint;ton on 

Cr ag on 17th - 23r d (HG/EL/HB) . 

lled- neckt,d Gr el.Jo: 

On l Ot h , 1 off Birling Carrs 
1 off Hhi tburn (lv:BO) . I n l and: 

23r<'l ( LGNjlm) ~21d 2 at Colt 

l at Holy Island on 9 t h (IDPI/KH) and again on 28th (Tli) \vi th 2 on 31st ( LGTij.ttN) . 1 nt 

Bamburgh on 17th ( LGN/i.lli) . 

Slavonian Grebe: 
Bet ween 2 3rd - 3ls t , 1 or 2 seen r egulc.rly off Holy I sland ( TH/GU e t al ) . On 30th , 2 

off St. Mary's (JP/GU) anr1 on 31st , 1 off Bar.1burgh ( B~Jvi) . 

Litth: Grebe : 

At l east 15 a t Hol ywoll on 13th ( CED) and 14 at :8r oomlce on 16th. Up to 6 at the large 

r eservoirs at Derwent and Colt Cr~~g buhv0en 20th - 27th suggested overland passab'e 

(LGM/1&) . Still on many v12.ter s A.t end of month . 

Manx: Shearwa ter: 
1 N. off Hauxley on 12th (H1LS ) und 2 N. off St . r~2..ry ' s on 16th (GU) . 

/ Soo t y Shearwater 
1. 



Sooty Shearwater: 
3 N. off Hauxley on 13th (J:irt; l). 

(I 

Fulmar: 
l off Farne s on 31st (EB}1) wa s only r ecord . 

Ga.nm:t: 
A few movinG N. off Sea ton Sl uice on lOth and 23 of f Bambur gh on 30th (A13l/lN). 

Cor morant: 
On 23rd when 20 flewS . off Hauxlcy (Hltb) , l arrived at '.Jhitth Dene (Paul ID e t a l) . 

Heron: 
Up t o 4 noted from many localities but i DL1i grat ion w~s suggested by 3 W over Seaton Sluic~ 

on 17th (B &. ME/ ABl e t a l) with 5 ther e on 31st (10.!) and 9 on FRrne s on same Cl ay (Ehl'I) . 

7 near ~5othal on 8th (LGN) wer e also unusual. 

Flamingo: 
l flying NEover hed how on 3rcl was probably the bird s een l c:s t r:1onth in the ~r . of 

Northur!lberland (BG) . 

Mallar d : 
s~ilile l i~rge concentr a tions for so early in '\>!inte r , coinciding with early arrival of ifi geon 

on Fenham Flds . lle t\.1een ll t h - 25th, 300 - 650 in Gosforth Park (BG/GU e t el) , on 16th 

530 on the Northumbrian Loughs (LGM) , on 9th and 20th, 420 on Derwcnt (RN) , on 16th, 300 

at Capheaton ( CM..t.) and on 23rd , 430 at Colt Crag (LGM) . l OO - 200 e.t ~·,'hi ttle Dene r!lost 

of month (J & HMcC e t a l ) . Offshore , 200 off Se~ton Sluice on 24 t h ( ADl e t ~l) and 350 

off Bamburgh on 31st (JMB/CL) . 

Teal: 
Again numbbrs \ver e unusu a lly h ibh f or October . On 3r d , 400 at Holbor n Ho s s ( Clv) Mri 300 i 

Bud l e Bay (LGH/JH) , betv1eon lo t h - 17th, 120 - 180 at Holywell Ponds ( CED) , b e twe'-'n l Oth -

24t h , 250 - 300 at Gosforth (BG e t a l) and on 9 th, 1 66 nt Durwent ( 1~I) . On 31st , 50 of f 

Farnes (EhM) . 

Ge.d wall: 
Up t o 4 ( 2 pairs ) e t Gosfo rth from lOth - 31s t (BG/MH/GU e t a l ) . .!'. femal e on Holy I slan(l 

from 1 3th - 31s t ( Jl\IDj B & TH e t al ) . l a t HolyH..:-ll on 16th (JP). 

Wigeon: 
At l eF.s t 10 , 000 ~t Fenham Fl~t s on 3rd had incr eased to 20 , 000 by 31st (BG/LGM/Efaf e t a l ) . 

Unusua lly e.:.trly for such l ar ge number s l J~l sewhere 400 - 450 at Br ooml ee Lough on 16t h -

30th (LGH) , ll5 a t Derwent on 9th (.till) nncl 50 - 70 n.t Gosforth from 2nd - 31st (K\T e t s l) . 

A f ew mov i ng N. on sever <tl d£:y s \'iith lOO N. off 1i.1itlmrn on 26th bei ng l a r gest count . 

Pintai l: 
82 nt Holburn Moss on 17th (LGl"I/MN/ CW) s hows t ha t this species i s continui ng to incr ease 

a s a Hinter vi si t or to th~ N. of IJorthuoberluncl . } . .lso up t o 30 no t ed on Fenhrun FL:ts c:.f t e r 

3rd (BG/ ERM) and 20 in 3udl e :i3ay by 31s t ( El1M). 6 at Gos f orth on l Oth increas ed t o 12 -

14 by 25th (BG/HH/GU et e l) . 1 a t De rwent on 27th (:till) . 

Shove l er: 
Up t o 80 a t Gosfor th P<.:r k during month decr ea s ing t o 23 by 27th (MHS/ l3G e t C'.l) . 10 a t 

Seaton bu r n on l Oth (cw), 7 at Grindon on 30t h (AJll) , 4 a t Holywull on 31st (J & BNcC) , 2 

at Holy Is l and on 2nd , 1 at Ryal on 16th (C11.~ ) and l N. off Hauxl ey on 26th (HltS) . 

l'1andarin : 
A drake <~ t Hol burn Moss on 17th ( LGH/ltn ) . 

Scaup: 
10 N. over Fenhan Fl .. ts on 3rd (13G/Elti c) and 20 off ~1lnmouth on 26t h ( El\1.1) wh en 3 N. off 

w.1it'..Jur n (1-.00) . Sint;le s noted in .f.Jilble on 2n~ (H.i.t0) , off Hauxley on 10th/ 1 2th , at 

Washington on 16t h (l\N ) , a t DerHent on 2Uth ( i:ili) cm~ a t Alnmou th on 24t h (LGM/MN) . 

/ Tuf t ed Du ck 
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Tufted Duck: 
89 on the Northumbrian Loughs on 16th (LG:t<I) wns l argest count but 69 et Hallington on 23rd 

and 45 ~t Holywell on 17th and 30th (CED) . Up to 40 on 5 o the r wa t e rs. 

Pochard : 
94 in No rthumbrian Loughs .IU'ca on 16th/ 17th (LGl·i/LJ1'1) . Up to 50 nt Gosforth for mos t of 

month (DG/MH/GU e t a l) and Holywcll shOived ~1 mo.x. of 60 on 16th (GU/CED) , 37 at 

Caphee.ton on 23rd (LGH) , 30 at Uhi ttle DenE:: on 17th (LJM) , c-md 40 a t Derwent on 9th and 

14t h (lmjnG et nl) . 20 S a t St . Mnry ' s on 16th (DP). 

Goldeneye: 
On 3rd , 10 at Fenham Fl a ts (LGH/JH) , on l Oth , 2 at Ho lywell increasing to 5 on 13th (CED) , 

on 13th, 2~ N. at Hauxley (Hh0) with 8 a t Chev i n&t on next day (RT/Tlffi ) . By 16th t hey 

appee.red quite \videspreed and during sub.s\o:quent week up to 9 w&r e not0d on many \vaters wi ti 

25 a t Dt-nvent on 23rd (iiiii) . Betw<;en 2)th - 28th <l totd of 155 N. off Hauxley e:mC! 

Whi t turn whibt 75 w~re on sea off :Unnonth on 26th (Eitl'I/1-mS/HBO) . 

Long-t~iled Duck : 
On 12th, 1 S off Hauxley (lm::>) , on 16t :! , 1 a t ;illlbl c (J & hlic C) , on 25t h , 18 S off Holy 

I slf.tnd c-md 6 ther e next day (:;3 & TB) . Also 4 N. off lfui t burn on 25th (HBO) anu 3 S off 

Damburgh :m 31st (LG1:.) . 

Vt: l vet ScotE.:r : 
Off St . Hary ' s 3 U. on 4th , 2 N. on 13th nnd 2 1'~ . on 16th (JDP ). Off Whitburn 2 N. on 

16th (JDP) . Off i:Jhitbur n 2 N. on 25th, and 7 N. and 1 S . on 26th (1·JBO ) . 

Common Scotcr: 
76 N. off \Vhitburn on 25th 2.11d 110 there on 26th (HI-lO) . 20 off Chevingt on on 14th (Ti.mj nrr · 

and up to 10 of f 3 other points . .\11 unusunl inl and record of a f emal e. Elt Der\vE:mt on 27th 

(lili) . 

Eider : 
A count of 207 at kmble on 1 6th (J & HMcC) . 

Hed- breasted Me rganse r: 
On 3rd and again on 24t h , 60 - 70 off Hoss . On the l att e r occasi on e.ll we r e in one f lock 

and only 4 a.dul t d rakes W8re appnrent (LGN/PK) . Up to 10 \vera r egul::lrly S€em in this area 

thr ougi1out r.~onth whilHt further S they wer e only nurnurous in a roove:t:lent on 25th/26th when 

a tota l of 31 N. off H~uxleyfi.hitburn . 

Gocsander: 
A quie t month for t his speci es . 2 a t '!e.rk on 5th , 3 at \ihi ttlc Dem: on 23rd (P & ID/IM) 

when 8 at Derwent (DL/NH) , 1 N at Hauxley on 24th (ili.LS) , 1 ut l!:t a l on 29th (CL) and 10 at 

Gr eenlee on 30th (LGM) . 

Sh&l duck : 
Only 12 on F enham Fl a ts on 3r d h <:d incr;.; ased t o 106 by 29th ( J G/EJ:(H) . The ~3u·~ l e Bay flock 

increused f rom 1 5 on 3r d to 91 by 17th anct 140 t y 31st (LGl1) . Up to 5 pur d<w noted movin£' 

offshor e , mainly N. off Hauxley , St . Mary• s "li1i tburn on 16th, 25th , 28th and 30t h . 

Grey Geese ( s p ): 
45 W. over Wool..:r on 3rd JKJ) whun 35 S over Hexham (EL) and lOO S over Woddhorn on 11th 

(per BL) . 

Grey Lag Goose : 
On 3r d , 1 on FenhaD F l ds ( 13G/EW·1) ann 1 S off Sea ton Sluice (B cG 11E). On 17th , 60 - 70 

at Holburn hoss/Fenham Flats (LGN/PK) wh en 57 a t Halling t on ( RGf~r ;jEL) . On 25th , 40 a t 

Millf ield (CL) and on 26th, 114 at Fontburn and at l eas t 300 a t Holbur n Moss (C~\) . 

Pink-footed Goo~e : 

1 in J3udle llay on 1 7th (LGM/lili) . /Snow Goose 
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Snow Goose: 
1 still at FenhalJl Flats on 3rd e.nd 17th (LGH/.Jli) . 

I3rent Goose : 
Off \Vhi t uurn 7 No on 25th nnd 35 N on 26th (1:/BO) o 5 on Fenhnm FL ts on 28th wer e ?..11 ' pah 

breasted' (TH) end 1 ut Seahouse s on 31st ( BL). 
I, 

Jk.rnacle Goose: 
An interesting correlation wus noted on lOth when 14 passed S . off Newton, Amble and Seciton 

Sluice only to return N ru1d l and on Cresswell Pond . Late r on same day 1 was on Holy 

Isl:.nd and a further 24 came in over Se~ton Sluice . 1 was s t ill on Cre sswell Pond on 11th 

and on 16th, 28 S et Sea ton Sluicb On 23r d , 1 fl..t 'Vhi ttle Done . - . 
Canada Goose: 
A max . of 52 a t Hallington on 23r c1 (LGM/RG et al). 

Whoopcr Swan: 
First noted on 2m1 when 1 a t '>lanhington (10 !) . By 9th, 15 at Holy Island (10v) and 11 a t 

13r,)omlee (Ef.M) o On 12th, 76 at Holy I slcnd ( C1·l) , wher e they incr c as(;d t o 200 by 25th 

(Tl-I e t a l ) ; and 5 S over Rjton (J & ill'IcC). Th e lio·l Y'.,re ll hirds vTt:re first ' notc.d on 13th 

when 11 were seen (CED) and 1Jy 31st , 46 were pres~nt (J & RMcC e t nl) . On 14th , 2 a t 

Derwent (liG e t al) and by 16t h , 52 wen: C' t JJroomh.c Lough \·li th as many as 88 thbre by 30th 

(LGJ:i) . Jifter 17th smdl flocks were v1idespr ead throughout area. 

lle,.,rick' s Swan: 
On 23rd , 2 at iJJing tes ( LGM/lili/CW) Pnd 3 Pt Derwent (r1H). 

:t-1ute Sw~n : 

Gdherings of up to 13 r:t Killinf>io/'Orth (Fe) -md 9 n.t 3roomlee . 

I3uzz<:rd: 
1 in i~llendr·.le on 1st and 5th (hG/EL) . On 2nct , 4 i n Kylo c Hills (CL) ~nd 1 :-· t 1•/r t e r g:·' t e 

(ID) . On 8th , 1 in Plessey Hoods (LGM) P.nd during first week 1 n t 1-J.winton (:!'3L) . 

Spe:rrow Hnwk: 
lieportE.-d froL'l 12 widely scattered l oc nli tie s . Si ng l e s r> t . >nnburgh on 3rd , 27th nnd 30th 

(BitS) end r•.t Crr~ster on 9th (10<!) mfly h:we b een on pass11ge . 

Per egrine : 
1 <::t Kill int5'Worth on 27th ( Jnl1cE) e.nd remc.~ins of PHrtri dge were f ound close t o c>. perch. 

Single f e.lcons S off Senton Sluice on 3rd ( B 1.~ ME/IDv) f'nd off \>Jhi tburn on 4th mc~Y h[,ve 

been Per egrine s . 

Merlin: 
l £:t Whit burn on 4th ( 1.f.JO) , 1 :.t Holy Isl,md on 12th ( C\1) 1 At Seaton Sluic.~ on 20th (ID-V) 

and 1 ,-t Holywell on 23rd ( C:L:D) o 

Ke s trel : 
Consider t:d by e. number of observL. rs t o be very cor:.1L1on throughout c r ee in Octobe r (LGH/ .NN/ 

LJrll et Al ) • 

\<later B.r-.il: 
1 f ound donc1 r.t IIt,uxley on 17th (lil-t::>) , 2 - 3 callint; in Gosfor th Pr rk on ·24th :·'nd 31st 

(DG) en d 1 ,_t l!' enh,.:m l'lill on 29th (EHM) . 

Coot: 
430 a t Ser-.ton :durn on lOth (C\v) increasing to ':) 50 by 24th (GU) . 

increased to 610 by 30th (LGN) . On 23r d , 76 <. t Hc::rtburn and 84 

we-r e <~t Holywell f or oo,; t of nontb (LG111/CE'D) . 

540 r. t Droomlec on 16th 
a t S\oJ'e ethope while 70 

Oys t erca.tcher: 
Counts of 750 on B1nck Lnw, Ho l y Islend on 3rd , (LG:r-1/JH) 100 nt Cre sswe ll on 4th (LJ:r-1) 

and me.x . 200 c: t St. M[\ry ' s on 23rd ( :D & HE) . 
/LApwing : 



Lapwing: 
Only 2 counts r eceived; 1000+ in ~udle Bay on 3rd (LG1~/JH) ~d 610 at Derwent Reservoir 

on 9th cmn . 
Ringed Plover: 
78 a t .J:ioss on 3rd (LGN/JH) . 

Gr ey Plover: 
70 on Fenhan Fl a t s on 3rd (LGM/ JH) . On 7th , 2 N. ~t St . Mcry ' s (JDP), on lOth , 1 on 
Coquet Estuary (Hno) end on 14th , 1 .. t Chcvington (Tl{i3/RT) . 

Go l den Pl over : 
Mnx . counts were 2000 in Bud l e :3ay on 9th (KJ.J et nl). 1000 e t 1:/hi ttl c Done nll month 
(JSl3 e t al) , 700 tt t Druridge on 17th (DEP) , ttQO on Fenhe.m Fl,~ts on 31st (LGN/JH), 350 

in .a.llendnl e on 19th (RG e t a l) e.nJ 240 on Holy Island on 31st (JHB) . 

Turnstones: 
G<it her ing s of up to 75 from all nl onb co c:st . 

Comnon Snipe : 
94 r:.t ~v'hittlG Denu on 3rd (JS:J) , 80 -: t Cresswdl on 9th (Elu•i) and 62 nt Dc:rwenthaugh on 

River Tyne on 17th (LJM) . Tha t P.Jany of thos e r.r e i nni gr ?..nts is sugges t<..:d by singles 

arriving from the E . r. t Hauxley , St . N<:ry ' s and Farm:s between 12th - 31st. 

J e.ck Snipe: 
1 at \·/arkworth on lOth (LGH/TH) , 1 ,· t .Al nnouth ' >n 24th (Enl-1) end 1 a t ~.nnstec.d on 27th 
(BitS) . 

Woodcock: 
Singl es in Wc..llsend on 13th and 27th (JS~1) , on Holy Isl.:md on 26th/27th/30th (13 & TH) , Pnd 

at :Jamburgh on 27th ( ~ito ) . 

Curl ew: 
250 in Budl ~:: Day on 3r d \va.s by ftir l nrg<.:s t count (LGI'1/ JH) . 

Black- tailed God\vi t: 
l in lmdlo ~r:y on 6t h and lOth (LJM/CL) nncl 3 th~,; rc on 31st ( 13 & :t-1E) . 

Bar- t ailed Godwit : 
300+ on Fenham Fl<.:ts on 31st (Lm-1) . 

Green Sandpiper: 
At l east l a t '..Vhittlo DEm(:; all month but 4 ther e on 26th ( v!GJ e t a l) . A l,~tv , or winter ­

i ng bi r d , at .llnmouth on 25th (EPJ·~I) . 

Hed shan.l<: 
600+ on Fcnh2D Fl •. ts on 3rd (Ed:T/l3G) ?..ncl next day 80 at Cresswell (LJM) . On l 6yh , 154 nt 

lwlbh: a.nc1 130 at . .J.nmouth (J & !il>'IcC) . 76 Et St . I'bry ' s on 2tlth (JDMcE) . 

Spotted Hed shank : 
l on Fenhrun Fl nts on 3rd (BG/EHM/LG:t-1) and 3 in :J3uclle :Jay on 30th (l3.t~S) . 

Greenshank : 
Sever al r c..the r l ate recor ds . 9 on Fenho.m Fl1~ts on 3r cl with l there on 17th <·md 31st 

(LGH/Elm) . 6 on Holy Isl c.ncl on 3rd ( GU) could have btJen diffe rent bird s . 4 on Bud l e BCly 

on 30th ( iwl/LS) , 1 d :OOtha l on 2nd ( :i3E.P) and 1 nt AUnmouth on 17th nnc1 24th (Lm1/JH) . 

Knot : 
500+ on F E:.nhar.l l<,la t s on 23r d ( GU) md 250 at St . r1nry ' s on 31st (13G) . 

Purple Sandpiper: 
On 3l t5t , 50 a t Brunnurgh (LGM/ItN/CW) and 60 a t St . Hr~ry ' s ( 13G) . 

/Dunlin 
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Dunlin : 
1000+ on Fenham Fl ats on 3r d (BG) and 31st (D & NE) . Up to lOO u.t J.mbl 8 :m~ Hllliilouth 

( J &:, hMcC). 3 at \·Jhi ttl e Dene on 23rd and 1 at Grind on on 30th ( LGM) . 

Sander ling: 
74 at St . N.:,ry' s by encl of month (n & ME et al). Else\vher e no more th<.m 30, 

Ruff: 
On 2nd , 1 on Holy Isl<.:nd with 3 there on 3r d and 1 remni ning until 31st ( J & ill1cC/TH/CVl et 

al ) vJhile 6 were i n i!uc.He Be.y, 1 r emaining until 30th . ll.l so on 2ric1 , 5 nt \·lashington (KH) 

and n ext day 1 at Hauxley (HRS) . On 16th , 5 on Coquet Estuary (J & HMcC) , on 23rd , 1 nt 

Whi ttlo Dene (K'Ii) [;:.Ild on 30th, 1 nt Washington (hN) . 

Gr ey Phalarope: 
1 in 1'.1!1ble He.rbour on 21st (HRS) . One on sea 5 niles off Holy Islcmd on 6th \vas probably 

a Gr ey whi l s t 3, resting briefly on sea off ~e;·,ton Sluice on 24th (KH) werG also no t 

specifically identified • 

.drctic Skue: 
Up to 6 noted a lmost daily off nany points throughout nonth. 

Gr e At Sku2.: 
On 3rd , 1 N. off Dunstunburgh (IK) ancl 1 S off Se<. ton Sluice (l:Jl/HH). On 9th , 3 S . off 

~t . :n. ~ry ' s (JDP) . On 16th, 1 S . off Sc:uton ~luice (K1¥) . On 24th , 1 et Tyneoouth (JP) 
and at Whitburn 4 on 25th and 1 N. on 28th (wno ). 

PomE.r ino Skua : 
1 S. ofi St . H<..ry ' s on 16th (El~) and 1 N. off Whit1mrn on 24th (i3U) . 

Grea t Bla ck- backed Gull: 
An interestine observation of 1 being pulled und er \va t e:r off Scaton Sluice c1uring month 

(h'~v) . 

Lesser Black- b acked Gull: 
..<i fc\v sc ~-:ttered records with last being 1 at Grecnloe Lough on 30th ancl '2 in J3uljle 1~ay on 

31st (LG:t:i et al) . 

IIerring Gull: 
A g<-;.thering of 1000 adults near Er:lblc ton on 17th (LGN/MT). 

Connon Gull : 
Concentrations of 300 - 500 a t .J.noouth bdvreen 16th - 26th (El-iM) Md 1000 Rt 1:lhi tt1e 

Dene on 23rd (LGM) . 

Glaucous Gull: 
On 17th, 1 off Se2.t on Sluice (.\bl et 2.1) , on 18th, 2 N. off St . M .. ry's with 1 N. t her e 

on 21st (JDP) , on 24th 1 S . a t :Jirling Carrs and on 31st , 1 a t lillnsk"d (mm) . A nost 

unusw:.l record of 1 at l·lhi ttle D8ne on 23rc1 (I0..r) . "~11 but t hat on 17th were irrrr;w.ture s . 

Little Gull: 
1 c:, t Holywell on 16th (JP) , 1 N. off Holy Islcnd on 28th ( :i3 & TH) Etnd 2 S at Seu.t on Sluice 

on 30th (JP) . 

Ki ttiwcl<e : 
120/hr N. off Ikuxley on 13th ( lll-<.S) . 

' Commic ' Tern: 
A few stra~~.;lers r epor t ed throughout oonth and still 1 off Whi t burn on 31st . 

Roseate Tern: 
2 very l l'·.te b irds off 'Vhi tley Ray on 30th (JP) . 

Sandwich Ter!l: 
9 r e cords for Octob<.r with 1 off Cre sswall on 31st be ing l P.st (DEP e t e.l) . 

6. 
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• 
Little Tern: 
Lc:te r ecords of 2 off Tyn~mouth on 2nd (Mli & EL0) ;ffid 1 off 0ec.ton Sluice on l7tn U::< . 

J\.uks (sp) : 
Southerly movements noted on 17th off Seaton Sluice (c40) and off Holy Islnnd on 28th 

(48 S. in 5 minutes). 

Little 1~uk: 

Singles off Se<~ ton Sluice ;,n 16th, 17th and 31st (KH) . 

Stock Dove: 
Flock of 40 near Bardon Hill on 30th (LGN) . 

Collc:-1r ed Dove : 
h young bird still in a nes t a t B~nton on 31st (FC) and flocks of 150 a t Holywell on 27th 

(per BL) . 

Barn Owl: 
Noted at Radcliffe , Hauxley, North Sh i el ds and ''/alker gat e . 1 on Holy Ishmd on 31st (CL) 

invite s speculation as t o its origin. ~s l <tt e a s l Ath, 3 young and 2 eggs wer e in a nes t 

in Sunderlund. Only 1 young r enained on 28th but because of excessiv~ disturbance uy 

builders it vms r emoved <illd is now be ing cD.r ed f or (BU). 

Littlo Owl : 
Noted at Killingworth (JDMcE) . 

Short- &ared Owl: 
Excc-pt for 2 at St . Mary ' s on 9th (JDP) and 5 at \1allsend S\vallow on 16th (:!3EP) nll 

r e cor ds occurrecl after 23rd with singles at Holy I s l hlnd , Fenham Mill, _":Jnble , Rauxley , 

Cresswell, Ho lywell, Killingworth and Narsden. I-ios t \vore probably i mmigrants • . Unconfir med 

r eports hav~ be~n r e c eived of a roost of 16 at Walls~nd Swallow l~te in nonth . 

Swift: 
Sin{!J.o l a t e birds at Se£\t on Sluice on 9th (JP) and 1 ,~t Hauxley on 12th ( HH0) . 

Kint:;.f .isht:r : 
Singles noted at lihi ttle Done on 23rd ( P t : ID/HW) and a t Hallingt on at und of month (per 

BG) . 

Gre~n Hoodpe cker : 
Noted a t Kylo e dnd in College Valley (CL) . 

Great Spotted \·/oodpeckvr : 
Not ed at For d and .ke l d (CL) and at Wallingt on (IK). 

Skylark: 
Coastal passagu noted on s everal days but purticula rly noticeabl e ~fter 25th when up t o lOO 

on Holy Island (TH) , s evernl hundr ed S r-tt Hauxley (iL.·,:.:; ) vncl a f ew hundr ed N. of f '.'hitburn 

(WBO) . 

Shore Le.rk: 
On 24th , 1 a t Senton Sluice (JKJ) and 3 nt ~fuitburn where 9 wer e present by 31st (!&/JP). 

Swallow: 
Still s idespread until Gbout 23rd with a steady S. passage on 17th. Still 2 ~t Rot hbury 

on 28th , 2 on Holy Island on 29th (CL) nnd 1 S a t Fenhrrl Fla t s on 31st ( B & ME) when l 

a t Marsden (JP). 

House Har tin: 
Still l e.t 1-lhitburn on 31st (JP) . 

Hooded CrOiv: 
l - 2 on Holy Island on 28t h - 31st ( EI:tl-1/T~{ ) . 

/ Gr eat Tit 
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Great Tit: 
1 - 2 on Holy I sland from 17th - 31st (LGM e t al) . 

Blue Ti t: 
Pr ominent i n unusual constnl l ocalit ies all month with up t o 12 on Holy Island (B & TH/JHB) 

up to 35 at Damburgh (BRS) , up t o 30 at Hauxley (HHS) end 3 i n from E at \Yhitburn on 25th 

(WBO) . 

Coal Tit: 
Up t c 2 at Hauxl ey until 17th (ID(~) ) , 6 at Bamburgh on 24th (BhS) and 1 a t Denton Burn on 

2nd (BG) were in unusual localities . 

Long- t ailed Tit: 
7 at Bc.mbur{;h on 30th wer e unusual (BHS). 

Nuth<.<tch: 
Noted ~-.t \'lallington (B & l·iE/DMP ) ne~u Aconb (BG) , end nec:r WhickhAm (P & ID) . 

Wren : 
Considered t o be unusually abundent on Holy Isl and e.fter 13th (3 & TH/CLO) . 

Mistle Thrush: 
1- 2 on Hnly Islend on 23rd - 27th (per JDP) . 

Fiel df .r e /Redwing: 
The heaviest errivcls were noted on 15th/16th at Holy Is l anrl. and Holywell ( C'I/BG) (mainly 

H.,dwint;s) and on 16th l e.rge nunbers of Fieldfa.res moving S. in /.llenclde (.1-1Jli); r.mcl on 

23rd when t housands (nainly Fiel dfnres) wer e nrrivi ng all al ong coastline b~tween Berwick 

and Whi tburn , Fiel df..tr es wer o also noted Lioving S. in l ar ge numbers over central 

Northumberlc:nd between 23r d - 26th (LGM/l3G/l1H et al) . 

liing Ouzel: 
3 on Holy Island on 15th ( C'>l) and 2 there between 23rd - 25th (per JDP ) . 

Son;; Thrush: 
Ve1:~ common in Holywell Dene on 16th (J3G) . 

DL·~ckbird: 

~rivals Wt r e most conspicuous on 3rd (150 in Whitley Cemet ery) on 13th (400 on Holy 

Island ) , on 23rd (several hundred all along coast) , and betwben 27th- 29th (prominent 

on Holy Island , at Hauxl ey and a t Gosforth Park) . 

Whbat ear : 
·Still a few present early in month even as i ar inlhnc'l e.s Housesteads (7th) . Singles still 

at Hauxley on 23r d and 29th and on Holy Island on 23rd . 

Stonechct: 
1 - 2 noted at Bumlmrgh, Beadn0ll , LyneBouth and Hauxlcy . 

Redstar t: 
1: ... 1ate bird at ifui tley Cemetery on 24th ( JDP ) . 

Black hedstnrt: 
1~ mul e on Boly Island on 29th (Ei<N/CL/TH) . 

Robin: 
Suggesti ons of small scale arrivals e-.t Craster and Ho.uxl ey on 2nd/3rd nnu on Holy Is l nnc1 

on 13th (IK/C1:l e t al) . 

Blackcap: 
Up to 3 noted at typical coastal points behwen H':ly Island and Tynemouth bctw·een 2nr1 -

12th and 23rd - 30th. Tot<tl of 5 dif f erent birds trapped near Pontel nnd on 12th, 20th and 

29th/30th pr ovided an interesting correlation with coastal nov~ments (WGJ) . 

/Garden 1:/arbl er 
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Gar den v/arbl e r : 
La t e birds nt Hauxley on 2nd w 1d on H~ly Island on 12th (CW) . 

Lebse~ ~1~tethroat : 

un --i3th, l at Hauxley and l on H()ly Island (HRS/CW) . 

Willow/Chiff: 
Unidentified birds not ed a t Hat orge.t e on 2nd (P & I~) , a t Whi tley Cemetery on 4th (Eiavi) 

and on Holy Island on 23rd , 25th and 29th ( j3 & TH/CL) . 
'J 

Chiff chaff : 
Singles at Blaydon on 9th, at Hauxley on 12th, at Morpeth on 24th and At Be-llingha.m on 

25th (DL/HltS) . l on Farnes on 31st vias thought t o be~ong t o one i1f t he N or E r ace s 

( EHN/ JTid ) • 0 •• 

Goldcr &s t : . 
;~. distinct influx noted a t Holy Island (B & TH), at Hauxley (IDtS) and a t :Bnnburgh· (TillS) 

on 26th/27th with 30 - 40 a t each l oc ality . 

Pi ed Flyc~:.tchGr: 

.ri l a t e bird on Holy Island on 27th (per JTIP). 

Dunnock: 
•ill influx of 20 on l·h ly Island on 13th ( C1:l) . 

1:Jat e r Pi pit : 
2 watched feed in~ with other pipits on Holy Island q~ 26t h (D & TH) . 

Pitd '-'/agt a il: 
Flock of 40 in Blyth Cemetery on 17th (~G) . 

. .. 

Grc.:y Wagtail : 
Wi~espread with singl es no t ed c.s f ur apart as Holy Island (3rd ) , \vnJ_lsi::nd Purk (uil6onth), 

Newca8tl e City Centre ( 15th and 26th ) and necr StPnley ' (al l month) . 

Sh:.:rlin::·: 
iJ. fG'·~-ru;-riv ing f r om E at 0t . hary ' s on 16th (3G/EBH) 1l!1(1 e.t H0ly Islenc1 on 3l~t (LGM-) •

1 
...!.! 

lkost of 30 , 000 near Senhouses on 26th (Cl1I ... ) . . : 
Goldfinch: 
Widespread , with 30 neur Cambo on 17th ( BEP) bein~ l a r ges t flock. 

... .. 

Twitt: : 
Pr ouises t o be another &ood Winter with 24 on Jioss Links on 21\ t h (..JH) , 9 at Alnmouth· on-

25th (E!il-1) , 4 a t Bamburgh and 12 in }3udl e l3ay on 30th ( i3HS ) . a:'1d 20 on Holy I sland 29th -

31st ( J11ID/CL/per JDP) . 
- · ' " * \.r ... 

Br ambling: 
First noted on 13th with singl es on Holy Islanr1 (MH) an~ r:t Hauxl ey (Iffi~ j) . On 15th , 1 a t 

Killingworth (JDMcE) and thereafter up t o 3 a t wide ly scatte r ed loc~lities between Hol y 

I s l c,nd , Wallingt ()n and Lyner:10uth . 20 on Holy Isl<m~ on 23rd (TH) HC.S l a r gest r eported 

influx. 

Ye llow- brGasted Tiunting: 
"~.\That might h, ve bet::n a bird of this specie s wc,.s seen a t \:lhitburn on 3rd (HS) . 

Sn\JW JJunti ng: 
1 c:.t Whitburn on 3rd (ns) and after 16th up to 5 noted 2t Hoss , Bmnburgh , 1~lnmouth , 

Hauxley cmd Seaton 0luic&. By 31st , 25 at Soahouse s (JH(1) . 2 well i nland a t vlingdes 

on 23rd (LG11) . 
/House Sparrow 



Housc; Sparrow: 
Coasting S. a t IIauxley on 24th (IDlti) . 

Tree Sparrm-1: 
~t least 40 at Killin6~orth on 15th (JDMcE) and quite comnon ut Hauxley on 25th - 27th 

(IlliS). 

i".ll Noveuber r ecords to :Bryan Galloway, ll5 South\oJay, S "~>l Denton , Nm·rcas tle u pon Tyne 

NE15 7RD by 8th Decembe r 1971 pl ease . 
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vfuitburn nird Observatory. 

1~ Brian Littl8 will be gue st spec~er and wi ll pr esent an illustrated l 8cture on some of 

the bird life in ... l.ustria and Turkey . 7 . 30. p . m. prnn:;:>t . Nevrcastle Unive r sity Medica l 

School ( opposi t e HVI main entrance ). 

SOLW1.Y THIP: 

It h <-'.S b uen deci ded t o postpone this trip until late February or early Mr...rch bE:cnuse of 

increasing difficulty in ueing ab l e to see Barnacle Geese on Caerl~veroch Reserve . lllso 

hours of day light will be longer and Pink Feet \vill be in large numbers in l a t a 

February. Details will appenr i n the De cEmber 13ulletin. 

MEMl3ERSHIP: 

lUl annual subscriptions (£1.50p ) are now ov l-r du c; . /.ny outstanding , should be sent t o 

J. Orton, 25 Lindale .~venue, \fuicldlaL'l , Newcastle upon tyne o therwise this will be the 

last bulle tin sent to non- paid up menbers • 
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T Y N E S I D E B I R D C L U B. 

NOVEAffiER 1971 BULLETIN. 

SUMMARY. 

November was a month of predominantly W, NW, or N winds as a series 

of depressions tracked E. across the N. Atlantic, and in a few cases 

N. England. It was during the latter conditions, between 6th -

13th that movements wer~ost apparent with sea birds, mainly 

Goldeneye moving offshore, Jack Sni pe and Woodcock arriving with a 

few Thrushes and the first of the Waxwings . 

The remainder of the month was rather indifferent but very stormy 

conditions on 21st made accurate counting of water fowl, during The 

Club outing, almost impossible. The results have not as yet been 

fully analysed but the tabulated data will be published with the 

December Bulletin. 

Records of special interest during the month included Bl ack 

Necked Grebe, Storm Petrel, large concentration of Grey Lags, an 

inland Br ent Goose, large numbers of Whooper Swans, an inland 

Grey Plover, three Phalaropes, an Iceland Gull, Little Auks, 

Short Eared Owls, Waxwings and Twite . 

CLASSIFIED LIST. 

Diver (sp).: 
A distinct movement N. on 13th/14th when a t otal of 29 were 
noted off Seaton Sluice (HW/KW). 

Black Throated Diver: 
On 13th/14th 3 N. off Seaton Sluice (KW). 

Great Northern Diver: 
On 6th 1 N. off St. Mary's (JDP), on 13th 1 N. of Annstead (BRS ), 

on ?.Oth 1 off Bamburgh (HW/KW) and on 21st 2 off Holy Island 
(BG-/ AJR et. al) . 

Red Throated Diver: 
Most significant movement outisde 13th/14th occurr ed on 6th/7th 

when 12 N. off St. Mary 's (JDP). 

Great Crested Grebe: 
2 at Colt Crag on 14th (RG/Vffi/EL) and 21st. 

Red Necked Grebe: 
2 N. off St. Mary 's on lOth (JDP) and 1 off Holy Island on 21st 

(BG/ AJR) . 

Slav.onian Grebe: 
1 off Holy Island on 7th (RCT/TRB) and 3 in the Skate Road of f 
Ross on 27th (GU). 

Black Necked Grebe : 
1 on the Tyne at Tynemouth on 28th (NJP). 

Little Grebe: 
A decrease since October being noted on only 5 lakes/ponds and 

2 rivers . 5 on the Tyne between Corbridge - Hexham was lar&est 

concentration. At the coast 1 off Holy I sland on 21st tBG/AJR 

et. a l) and 1 in Amble Harbour on 28th (MLR). 

/Storm Petrel. 



...... 

Storm Petrel: 
On 14th (approx.) l brought in alive on board a ship at North 

Shields but died 2 days later. (per MH). 

Manx Shearwater: 
A rather late bird N. off Seaton Sluice on 21st (KW). 

Sooty Shearwater: 
Another late record with 1 N. off Seaton Sluice on 14th (IDV). 

Gannet: 
Only J ·r ecord; an immature off Bamburgh on 14th flying S. (MLH). 

Cormorant: 
Seems to be occurring with increasing regularity inland with l at 

Holywell on 12th (BEP) and 4 there on 28th (CED), and l at 

Sweethope on 21st ( ItL~ ). Also noted on the Tweed as far upstream 

as Kel so and on the Tyne a s far up as Corbridge. ·Also l flew 

over Gosforth Park on 14th (ERM). 84 passed N. off Whitburn on 

the evening of 6th making for the roost on Marsden Rock (BU). 

Shag: 
92 N. off Bamburgh on 27~h (GU) and an unusual record of l over 

Holywell Ponds on 14th (CED). 

Heron: 
Still widespread in small numbers. Derwent, 12 on lOth (RN). 

Greenlee , 12 on 21st (RA/LGM) and Coquet Estuary, 6 on 27th (~f) 

attracted the largest numbers. 

Mallard: 
Max. counts in excess of 200 were as follows ; at Swinhoe 300 on 

14th (MH), at Holywell 250 on 12th and 20th (BMn/MN), a t Gosforth 

650 on 24th (ERM), at Colt Crag 800 on 14th (RG/WB/EL) at Capheaton 

400 on 13th (CMA) a t Whittle Dene 450 oh 21st (IHA et. al) and at 

Derwent 500 on 18th (RG/Vffi/EL). Roosting flocks on the sea were 

noted off Budle (300 at end of month) and Seaburn (160 on 17th). 

Teal: 
400 at Gosforth on lst and still 300 there on 15th was by far the ' 

l argest gathering (GU) although 200+ were at Holburn Moss on 28th 

(LGM/RN). 145 were on Holy Island on 28th (LGM/RN), 100+ at 

Colt Crag on 13th (GU) and 70-80 were noted at Washington on 6th 

(RN) and at Holywell on 20th and 27th (CED). 

Gadwall: 
Still 4 at Gosforth Park until 8th (LGM/GU) although l female had 

been replaced by a male. On 21st l at Broomlee (LGM) and 2 at 

Cresswell (per BU) whilst on 26th l on Holy Island (JMB). 

Wigeon: 
Estimates of up to 9000 ( on 14th) received from Fenham Flats area 

(MLH/BG/GU). Up to 443 at Broomlee Lough on 13th and 21st (LGM) 

whilst Derwent had attracted 228 by lOth (RN). Max. a t Gosforth 

was lOO on lst (GU) and 56 at Hallington on 14th (RG/WB/EL). Up 

to !J.O noted at several other waters. Off Seaton Sluice 113 N. 

on 13th with another 80 on the s ea (KVl) 

Pintnil: 
l tf' rm·· ·.Judle Bay on 13th (BRS) and c. 30 at Holburn Moss on 28th 

(Lm~_/R)J ). Present a t Gosforth Park all month with a max. of 8 on 

14th (ERM et . al). At Washington l on 2nd (PK), at Druridge 

l on 14th (RN) and at Swinhoe l on 14th (MLH). 

- 2 -
/Shoveler. 
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Shoveler: . 
Max. of 50 at Gosforth on 14th (.ERI!I) ancl stilJ_ 2-~ ~-1 ~'; -V • , _, ~ 

Hoselaw, just over N.W. Border, on 21st (Eill/CW) . On 13th 1 a t 

Capheaton · (C~~) and 1 at Derwent (J.& R. McC), on 14th 6 on the 

sea off St. 11ary 's (BG) and on 28th 2 at Shi eld on the Vfall. 

Scaup : 
Off Seaton Sluice/St. Mary' s, 36 N. on 6th, 14 N. on 7th, 1 N. on 

13th and 2 N. on 21st (JDP/LGM/KW). In addition 4 N. off Whitburn 

on 9th (WBO). 
. . -

Tufted Duck: 
Only 4 counts in excess of 50; 65 at Holywell on 20th (CED), 61 

at Sweethope on 21st when 137 at Whittl e Dene (IHA) and 75 at 

Gosforth on 27th (LGM). 

Pochard: 
Counts in excess of 25 were noted on 13th with 50 at Capheaton 

(GU) and 36 at Derwent - also on lOth- (RN/J.&R.McC), 26 at 

Holywell on 20th was max . t .:1ere for November ( CED). 

Goldene~ . . 
Most conspicuous during o=fshore passage, when on 6 days between 

6th-13th a total of 627 countod N. off Alnmouth/Seaton Sluice/ 

St. ]:1ary ' s/\lhi tburn, with a .PGak: of 222 on lOth (•JDP/LGM/KV{/WBO 

et. a l). Also 40 N. on 21s t (GU/KW) . Most s i gni ficant inland 

concentr ations also occurred during this s ame period with 12 at 

Gosfo~th on 7th (LGM), 24 at Derwent on lOth (RN) , 13 at Whittle 

Dene on 11th (BMn) end on 13th, 10-20 at each of. Hartburn, 

Capheaton, Hallington and Colt Crag (GU). Also 35 over Bel s ay 
on 28th (ERM). 

~~ng Ta~led Duck: . 
Promi no:r_;, during offshore passage between 6th-10th when 26 N. off 

St. J\ia:ry; s/Whi tburn ( JDP /WBO). On 7th 1 off Alnmouth (BG/ERM) 

and by 13th 40 off Bambuxgh (BRS) wi th 12 off Holy I sland on 21st 

(BG/ AJR) . On 21st 3 N. off Seaton Sluice (GU/KW/Hrl) . A very 

interesting inland record of 2 on the R. Till near Etal on 6th/7th 

(per CJL). 

Velvet Scoter: 
On 7th up to 5, mainly N., off St. Mary's, Seaton Sluice and 

Whitburn. On 21st 5 N. off Sea t on Sluice (GU/KW) and on 27th -2 

off Ross (GU). 

Conunon Sc oter.: 
Onl y r eport ed off Cresswell (10 on 28th) and off St . Mary's 
(11 on 7th ) . 

Eider: 
Max . concentration was 300 on Black Law, Holy Island on 21st 

(BG/AJR et. al). 

Red Breast ed Merganser : 
30 off Ec i y Island on 21st (BG/AJR et . a l) whilst 7 N. off Seat on 

Sluice on 21st (~a) was larges t count s. of Bamburgh . A rare 

i nland occurrence was that of a female a t Gosforth Park between 

8th-27th being j oined by a male on 17th (GU/~IT1 et . al). 

Goosander: 
44 ~t Gr8Gnl ee on 21st (LGM) wa s largest flock but 40 not ed at 

Birgham, R. Tweed on s ame day (ERM) when 18 a t D~rwent (RN) . 

Outs i de this period 14 at Colt Crag on 13th (GU), 17 a t Hexham on 

14th (LGM) and 19 on R.Til l near For d on 19t h ( CJL) . A f emal e a t 

Gosforth on 7th (LGM/MN) was unusual whilst a ~ale was on Cresswell 

Pond on 21st (per BU) . 
- 3-

/Shelduck. 
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Shelduck: . 
300+ on the Lindisfarne Reserve after 21st (BG/IK/~U et . 21). Ret~rn ~ 

~assage after moult was· suggested by 1 at Derwent 2nd - 21st 
(RG/RN et. al), 5 N~ off Oresswell on 6th and 6 N. off Seaton 
Sluice on 13th (KW), 3 at Whittle Dene on 11th (BMn1), ·and l ~at 

Whittle Dene on 21st (IRA et. al). · 

Grey Lag Goose: · 
Two large counts, 1100 at Sprouston on 21st, and 1240 at Holburn 
Moss on 28th may have involved the same birds (CW/LGM/MN/RN et. al). 
Largest counts away from this area were lOO at Hartburn on 13th 
and 28th (per ERM) and 88 at Colt Crag on 13th/14th (RG/GU et. al). 
Up to 25 at many other widely scattered localities. 

White Fronted Goose: 
l at Holywell Ponds on 13th (NJP). 

Pink Footed Goose: 
On 14th 3 N. over Bamburgh (BRS) and 6 S. over Ellington (RN). 

"" ·' .. 
. . . 

Brent Goose: 
8 N. off St. Mary's on lOth (JDP) and by 14th 60 on Fenham Flats 
where they increased to 250 by 21st (MLH/BG). Still 250 there on 
28th (LGM). A dark breasted bird a t Holywell Ponds from 20th 
until end of month (CED/CST/MN et. al). 

Canada Goose: 
50+ _at Co~t Crag on 13th/14th (RG/Vffi/EL et. al). 

Mute Swan: 
185+ in Berwick Harbour on 21st (ERM). 

Whooper Swan: 
190 at Holy Island on 6th (RA/RAK) increased to 225 by 28th 
(CJL/LGM/GU et. al). At Holywell 44 on .6th, 80 on 14th and lOO 
by 28th (CED/MN/BMn et. al). At Broomlee Lough 91-99 between 7th-
21st (LGM et. al). On the R. Tweed on 21st, 48 at Vlark and 88 at · 
Sprouston (ERM/MN). 23 at Bolam on 19th but many r ecord of smaller 
parties throughout area. 

Bewicks Swan: 
5 a t Derwent on 13th (J.&R.McC) and 1 at Holywell on 28th (CED/ 
BMn/MN). 

Buzzard: 
Singles a t Holburn on 14th and 21st (CJL) North Shields on 14th and 
17th (JSS), 2 near Rowlands Gill on 18th (per BU) and l on 
Newcastle Town Moor on 26th (per G.U) •. 

Sparrow Hawk: 
13 records of singles from widely scattered localities. 

Hen Harrier: 
A f emal e or immature near Thropton on 13th (per BU). 

Peregrine: 
Singles at North Shields on 7th (JSS) and near Earsdon on 14th 
(JDP) could have been · same bird. 

Merlin: 
l a t Beal on 6th (RA/RAK) whilst on 21st 1 in Budle Bay (BG ) and --
1 a t Wasnington (MS). 

- 4 - / Wat er Rail. 



vlater Rail: 
On 13th 1 a t Bamburgh (BRS) and next day 1 near Lowick ( CJL) . 

20~1! 1 c.t Holywell ( CED) and on 24th-29th 1 at Gosforth Park 

( -r.n •·T /•:]" ) 
..J...j -~·-·.· ~. • 

Coot.: 

011 

Lc:~·G;G'st counts were ; 600 a t Broomlee Lough on 13th and 21st (LGM) , 

46J at Seaton Burn on 11th (BMn), 100 a t · uallsend Swallow on 14th 

(E,-< n), lOO :-1t Sweet hope on 21st (IHA) and 75 at Holywell on 20th 

( c.:.:;:D) ' T l'l ]3r wi ck Hl-iXb0ur ' 15 on 21st (ERM). 

La P_\'I._ i. .. ~ F._ ~-
On :Ls ·~ 300 at. Holywcll (NIN ), on 5th 2000 a t Whittle Dene and 

cor::rrnon all alonr, :.y-'.lr:; Va lley fr om Heddon t o Bardon Mill (BG) and on 

14th 700 ~t St . ~ary ' s . 

Grev F1 cver: 
or;T.y ·;_ ..::-ecord away froo Fenham Fla ts and that being a v ery 

intGl.'e.::ti:Ll~ sj_ngle bird at Whittle Dene on 14th (IHA/JSB). 

Gold~r _ Plo'--<.?Eh 
On ':-' -~11 ~(\) ?.t E·~mxJ.c y (BRS) and 400 at Redesraouth (per BU) . On 

13t ". 30~: at Settlings tones (LGM) and on 5th 1000 at Whittle Dene 

(BG) . 

Snipe : 
No concentrations in excess of 30 . 

J a ck Snipe: 
1 a t Alnmonth on 7th (BG/ERM) when 1 wa s shot at Col dwell (per RA), 

1 a t ~hittle Dene on 14th (JSB), 1 on Coquet Estuary on 27th 

( MN/CW) and on 28th 1 on Holy Island (LGM) and 2 a t Seaton 

Delaval (HH). 

rlo ocl8ock: 
An ··:~-:;·~;:-::irsr; t influx on 7t h when singl es were at Hauxl ey, J)ruridge 

a:1d ·.i'1,·ncDn1.ith whilst f'...rrther s ingl es at Wallsend , Cullerc oat s and 

'I·ynar.-.outh LY-; twcen 11th-19th suggested continued arriva l. After 

t h i s per.i.ocl sev er a l r ecor ds from well i nland . 

Bar Tai l ed Godwit : 
At ·l c::as t fOOO passed N. over Hol y Island causeway to roost as the 

tide came in on 21st (BG/AJR et . a l). 

Grs:en Sand:2_i12er: 
1 .r.t V/hittle Dene all month (IHA e t . a l) and 1 near F ord on 16th 

( C.JL) . 

Rsdshnnk : 
An -l'?ltar~~sting count of 90 at Ylashington on 13th (RN). 

Sp\~~c~ Ra dsh ank : 
1 r t Ju0~~ Bay on 13th/14th and probably same bird a t Monks House 

on 2St~ ( 3RS ). 

Grcc ~, r-~ ~.nk: 
1--~'i . .- ·i: ,)·;::-_;-[~t Estuary on 21st and 28th (J .&R . McC/JAG). 

K. .. '!.Ct: 
lo-~T~.J:; St . Mary' s by 14th (BG) . 

Purvl~~c~~iper : 
Largest individual gathering wa s lOO a t St . Mary ' s on 14th ( BG). 

A most unusua l inland r e cord of 1 a t Holywell during a N.E. gal e 

on 21st ( CED) . 
- 5- /Dunlin. 



Dunlin: 
Away from Lindis.f0rne max . count was 100 on Coquet Estuary on 27th 
om;cw). 
Sanderling: 
97 a t St. Mary 's on lOth (JDP) when 55 a t Cullercoats (MH/MNC) and 
150+ in Budle Bay on 14th (MH). 

Ruff: 
A l at e bird a t Whittle Dene on 11th (LGM). 

Grey Phalarope: 
1 a t Amble on 14th (JAG) may have been an adult. A phalarope 
L'Pported as Red Necked (MNC) on the Tyne a t Tynemouth on 19th i s 
being considered by the Rarities Co~ittee. Also a phalarope (sp .) 
N. a t Seat on Sluice on 13th (NJP) . 

. A.rctic Skua : 
On 6th 1 S. off ·cresswell (~V) and 2 s. off St . Mary ' s (JDP) . Also 
5 off Seat on Sluice on 13th (KW). 

Lesser Black Backed Gull: 
Only 1 record; 1 at Whitburn on 17th (BU ). 

Glaucous Gull: 
3 i mmatures N. a t St. Mary ' s on 9th (JDP), 1 adult at Hauxley on 
21st (BEP) and 3 imma tures a t North Shi el ds Fish Quay on 28th 
(NJP). 

Iceland Gull: 
A 2nd year bird a t North Shie lds Fish Quay on 27th (RN) . 

Littl e Gull: 
2 juvs . a t St. Mary ' s on 9th (JDP) . 

'Cornmic ' Tern: 
1 off Tynemouth on 5th (NJP) and next day 1 off Alnnouth (GU). 

Auks ( sp): 
Moving N. a t 200/hr off St. Mary's on 6th (JDP). Most wer e 
Guille~ots but so~e Puffins wer e noted . 

Little Auk: 
Off St. Mary ' s 16 N. on 6th, 2 N. on 8th, and 27 N. on l Oth (JDP) . 
Also 1 N. off Whitburn on 6th (BU). 

Collared Dove : 
The pullus reported l ast n onth in a nest at Benton f l edged on 11th 
(FC). 65 i n Holywell Dene on 12th (BEP/BMn). 

Short Eared Owl: 
The roost a t Swall ow Ponds , gallsend , contained 18 birds on 23rd but 
as many as 20+ could have been present on one occasion (JDMcE/CST 
et. al). Up to 4 on Coque t Estuary between 14t h - 28th (JAG) and 
1 - 2 a t Ba.r.1burgh , Killingworth and Derwent during o rmth. 

Little Owl : 
Not ed at Gosforth on 19th ( I K) . 

Kingfisher: 
1 a t Whittle Denc on 14th and 28th (JSB et . al), 1 on t he rlansbeck a t 
Bothal on 14th ( per JAG), l a t Corbridge on 14th (LGM) and l near 
Acomb on 28th (J. &R , McC ) . 

- 6 - /Great Spotted Woodpecker . 



Great Spotted Woodpecker: 
Noted neaT Fenton and in College ~Valley (CJL). 

c • 

SkY:lro.-1\:: 
A-suggestion of coastal pas·sage a t Holy Island and Hauxley on 6th 
(RA/HRS) . 

Swallow: 
A very l a t e bird a t Cullercoats on 16th (MNC). • 'T 

Hooded Crow: 
On 13th 1 a t Banburgh (BRS), on 26th 1 a t Craster (JMB) and on 28th 2 
a t Beal ( CJL) . 

Great Tit/Blue Tit: 
Sever al nixed parties al ong the shor e of Fenh~ Flats at Beal on 6th 
and a Great Tit on Hol y Island on 26th (RA/J}!B) . 

r 

Mash Tit: 
Up t o 4 a t Belsay during month (ERM). 

Long Tailed Tit : . 
12 on S . s i de of Budl e BQy on 27th (IK) nay have been part of a 
coastal movement . 

Fieldfare : 
Flocks of 100- 500 a t Washington, Linton, Budle Bay, Holy Island and 
Wooler between 6t h- 27th. 

Redwing: 
So~e l arge flocks in the Tyne Va lley on 5th (BG) ~d 7th ( per BU) . 

Bl ackbird: 
Light i ooi gr a tion not ed a t Holy I s l and (lOO) and Hnuxley (flocks of up 
to 25 passing W. ) on 6th/7th. 

Wheat ear: 
A l a t e bird a t St . Mary's on 13th (NJP). 

Stonechat: 
A very inter esting record of 3 at Der went Res ervoir on lOth (RN). 

Bl ackcap: 
On lst 1 near Pont eland (WGJ), on 15th and 25th 1 a t Corbridge, on 20tp . 
1 a t Budle Bay ( HW/~J) and on 28th 2 a t Morpeth ( per BL). 

Willow 11arbler: 
A ver y late r ecord of 1 a t Y/hi t tle Dene on 14th (IHA/JSB) . 

Chiffchaff: • I 

1 on Holy Island on 26th and 28th (JMB/CJL). 1 ° I • ... • l 

Grey i7agtai ·l: 
Of t he ~1any records of oainly s ingl e birds 1 near Newcastle Civic 
Centre on 9th was the mos t inter esting (LGM et. al). 

. . 

rraxwi ng : 
A soal l scal e invasi on was her a l ded by 1 at Benton (FC) and 20 at 
Kiel der on l 2tb ( per BU). On 13th 19 were a t B~burgh (BRS) and 9 a t 
Ca pheaton ( GU ) whilst by 16th 18 wer e a t Milbou:ene (WGJ). On 20th 150 
f l ew over St~kcford and durin6 next f ew days up t o 30 wer e regul arl y 
not ed in tha t 8Iea (per ..T ;,G j • Cn 2ls t 20 were a t For d ( CJL) and by 28th 
40 were seen in Pontel FLnd (pe:c :OG ). Up to 10 noted at severa l widely 
s cattered areas . 

- 7 - /Great Grey Shri ke . 



Great Gre~ Shrike: 
L. on Budle Bay on 20th (HW/KW) and ne~ day 1 ~t Lon~houghton (J~ffi ~ . 

Starling: 
Small parties arriving fron the E •. on 6th at Holy Island (RA) and only 
5000 r oosting in Newcastl e City centre on 7th. 

Siskin: 
12 in Gosforth Park on 27th (~GM) and ~ f ew at each of Ford and 
Belsay during D(mth. 

Linnet: 
400 at Hauxley on 6th (Ims). 

Twite: 
45 on Coquet Estunry on 14th (RN) increased t ·o 97 by 28th (JAG/MN). 
18 on Holy Island on 26th (.JMB), 5 at each of Whittle Dene on 21st (IRA) 
and St. Mary's on 14th (BG) and singl es a t B~burgh and Budle Bay on 
14th and 20th respectively. 

Crossbill: 
9 in Budle Bay on 14th (BRS). 

Brambling: 
7 near Sto·cksfield on 17th was largest flock. 

Lapland Bunting:_ . 
1 N. at 17hi tburn on 14th (BU). 

' I 

Snow Bunting: 
50 a t Holywell on 14th: (]ffi/GU), 35 a t Ross on 27th (GU) and 21 a t · 
South Shields on 24th (RN) wer e largest flocks. Up to 10 a t several 
other points on coast between Holy Island and Tynemouth. 

Jree Sparrow: 
50 at Alrmouth on 7th (BG) and 60 a t Fenhan Le Moor on 27th (GU). 

List of Contributors: ! 

C.M. Adanson . W.G. J ohnson. 
I.H. Arostrong . I. Kerr. 
T.R. Birkhead. P. Kelly. 
W. Brady. E. Lobley. 
J . M. Bayldon . r C.J. Lowe. 
F. Colley. B. Little. 
M.N . Coates. B. Uartin. 
C.E . Douglas . E.R. Meek. 
K. G. Dures. L.G. McFarlane . 

J It' 

J.D. Parrack. 
B.E. Pra t er. 
N.J . Phillips. 
A.J. Richards. 
M. Skille t er. 
J . S. Spence . 
R.C. To.ylor. 
C.S. Townsend. 
B. Unwin. 

B. Galloway. J. & R. :McCutcheon. G. Upton. 
R. Grey . J.D. McElwee. 
J . A. Ginnever. M. Nattrass . 
M.L. Hassall. R. Norman. 
Hauxley and B~burgh Ringing Stations . 
l:fhi tburn Bird Ob's ervatory. 

K. r/att on. 
H. Wilson 
C. \7ard . 
M. R. Wishar.t. 

All De cember records t o Bryan Galloway, 115 Southway, S. \1. Denton, 
Newcastle upon Tyne , NE15 7RD, by 8th J anuary, 1972, a t the l a test 
pleas e . 

~eld Me·etings:. . . 

The f ollowing ou~ings are propos ed:- .. 

Tweed Va lley 
Derwent Floods , Yor kshir e . 
\7ildfowl Count. 
s. w. s·cotland. 

- 8-

16th J anuary. 
6th February. 

20th February . 
5th March. 



Anyone inter ested should please c ~ntact; J ohn Ginnever, 230 Ashington 

Dr:Lvc , Stakcford, Choppington, Northunberland, by 8th January. 

ANNUL.L DI NNER: 

I t is pro posed t o hold the Dinner c.t the 1 Three Ifile Inn 1 , Gosforth, 

o~ 24th February. All applications t o J ohn Ginnever as s oon as 
possible . 

CONDUCT BY MEM:B:CRS AT WHI TTLE DENE: 

Conplaints have bscn received fr or.1 \l.o.ter Board officials that s one 

T.3.C . menbers have been creating excessive disturbance a t Whittle 
Dene . All oenbers are r eninded that the privilege of be ing allowed 

access t o all vat er Board Property, in f act any Private Property, 
oust be r espe cted at all tines and disturbance conpletely avoi ded. 

- 9 -
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T Y. N...E-..§J D_E B I R D C L U B. 

DECEMBER 1971 BULLETIK . 

SUMMARY. 

December was quite a mild month and with the exception of a N. 
movement of Divers on 12th, an apparent peak in Lapwing numbers between 
4th-19th and a light northerly passage of seabirds between 27th-30th 
during N.E. winds with a High Pressure centre to the N. of Britain, 
l ittl e of interest appeared to be on the move . Shelducks were the most 
interesting species involved during the l atter period but 2 species of 
Shearwater and 2 species of Skua were also noted. 

In fact it was very much a month of out of season records with 5 
species of Wader involved, a Chiffchaff and a l i ngering of moderate 
numbers of Shoveler. Sea birds were also con~picuous i nland, 
particularly ·cormorants, with Slavonian Grebe , Red Throated Diver , 
Long Tailed Duck and Brent Goose al so involved. 

The large herds of Whooper Swans remained throughout the month 
although there was a suggestion of a fall off in numbers during the 
latter half. 

2 Mediterranean Gulls were the pride of the rarities but other 
unusual records included Black Necked Gr ebe, more Waxwings, Great 
Grey Shrikes and Crossbills. 

,9LASSIFIED LIST. 

Black Throated Diver: 
2 off Ross on 5th (per BL). and 1 N. off Seaton Sluice on 12th (KW) . 

Great Northern Diver: 
3 off Ross on 5th (per BL) and 1 off Seaton Sluice on 11th (~rn). 

Red Throated Diver: 
A heav¥ movement N. off Seaton Sluice on 12th involved 51 in 4~ hrs. 
(HW/KW). Also noted to a lesser extent off Whitburn. 14 off Cresswell 
on 18th (HW) and 5 N. and 12 s. off Seaton Sluice on 27th (I~/) . Up 
to 8 per day noted on 9 other days at, several points between 
Bamburgh and Whitburn. Although many were reported as Diver (Sp . ) 
most were probabl y of this species. A slightly oiled bird on the 
R. Tyne at Newburn between 25th- 30th (ERM/J.&R.McC/IHA). 

Red Necked Grebe: 
2 off Holy Island on 5th (ERM) and 1 off Ross on 19th (LGM). 

Slavonian Grebe: 
7 off Ross on 5th (per BL) and an oiled bird i nl and on the R. Wear at 
Durham between 8th-29th (RN/BU) . 

Black Necked Grebe: 
1 off Ross on 5th (per BL). 

Little Grebe: 
1-2 noted at Whittle Dene, Holywell and Ryton whilst there were 6 
r ecords of 1- 2 on the Rivers Coquet (Thropton), Long Nanny Burn 
(Beadnell) , Wansbeck (Sheepwash), Tyne (Ryton and Ovingham) and 
Wear (Chester-le- Street . 

Manx Shearwater: 
Very late records of 1 s. off St. Marys on 27th (per MH) and 2 N. 
ther e on 30th (MH). 

- 1 - /Sooty Shearwater. 



Sooty Shear~a~er: 
Again a l ate record of 2 N. off Hauxley on 31st (ERM). 

Fulmar: 
1 off St. Marys on 2nd (MRW), a few off Bamburgh on 4th (CJL), 3 at 
Marsden on 14th (MRW) and off Seaton Sluice 2 s. on 19th and 1 S. on 
26th (KW). 

Gannet: 
Off Bamburgh 1 N. on 19th (IK), off Seaton Sluice 7 on 19th and 5 on 
20th (~V) _and off Whitburn 3 N. on 29th and 2 N. on 30th (WBO). 

Cormorant·: 
A month when perhaps more were recorded inland than ever before. The 
R. Tyne at Blaydon regularly attracted 15-16 and birds were s een 
flighting to a nd from this area at several places along the course of 
the River, and 4 were as far upstre&~ as Wylam on 13th (AJR et. al). 
Hallington attracted a max. of 6 on 4th (LGM et.al) with still 2 
there on 27th. On 12th 1 at each of Colt Cra g (BG) and Holywell, where 
1 was also present on 26th (CED), 2- 3 at Swallow Ponds most of month 
(~RM/GU et.al), 1 at Whittle Dene on 27th (MR) and 1 E. over 
Washington on 30th (RN). 

Heron: 
Derwent Res. attracted a max. 
Harwood Forest on 12th (LGM). 
throughout month . 

Mallard: 

of 11 on 4th (IIT/) and 9 wer e in 
Up to 4 from widely scat t er ed localities 

Some large gatherings with max. counts as f ollows : -
500 Gosforth (4th), 560 Colt Crag (12th), 520 Hoselaw (19th), . 
500 (Holburn Moss (27th), 500 Sweethope (29th), 4- 500 Capheaton (11th) , 
537 Derwent (5th), 300 Hallington (12th), 300 Whittle Dene (12th ) , 
and roosting flocks offshore contained up to 250 off Cresswell, up to 
400 off St. Marys and 150 off Sunderland during month. Up t o 200 
a t many other wat ers. 

Teal: 
Largest flocks were noted at Gosforth, max . 200 on 4th (GU) ; Holburn 
Moss , 300 on 27th (LGM) ; Derwent, 65 on 5th (J.&R.McC) ; and Grindon , 
60 on 11th (LGM) • . Up to 50 noted at 7 other waters. 

Wigeon. 
3200 on 28th was max. count r eceived from Fenham Flats area (AJR). 
With exception of 80 off Hartley on 19th (GU) all other r e cords wer e 
from inland wher e counts in excess of 50 wer e max. 250 on Northumbrian 
Loughs on 11th (LGM), 248 a t Der went on 5th (J .&R.McC), 120 a t Hos el aw 
on 19th (MN) , 82 a t Hallington on 12th (RG/WB/EL) and 60 a t Holywell 
on 5th (MN). 

Pintail : 
2-5 at Gosforth for most of month with a max. of 5 on 11th (ABI et. al). 
4 at Holburn Moss on 27th (LGM/RN). 

Shovel er: 
Still 70 a t Gosforth on 11th (IDV) - a r emarkable count for t i me of 
year . 40 a t Hosel aw on 19th (MN ) and 17-28 at Seat on Burn bet ween 
15th-25th (LJM/LGM/IK). 1 roosting on s ea off St. Marys wi th Mallard 
between 11th-19th (GEC/MH/GU et. al). 

Scaup: 
17 N. of f Whitburn on 9th (RN) and 5 N. t her e on 27t h (vmo)·. 3 N. off 
Seat on Sluice on 28th (BG). On 5th 1 on Newt on Pond (IK) and on 17th 
2 at Holywell (M. He ). 

- 2 - /Tuf t ed Duck. 
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Tufted Duck: 
Few ponds held i n excess of 30 . Max. counts were 64 at Hartburn on 
12th (J. & R. Mc C), 60 at Hol ywell on 5th (NN) and 44 at Seaton Burn 
on 25th (LGM). 

Pochard: 
The unusual situation existed whereby numbers almost equalled those 
of Tufted . Counts in excess of 20 were 41 at Grindon on 4th (AJR), 
max . 32 a t Hallington on 27th (BG), max. 32 at Holywell on 23rd 
(GU . et .al), and 31 at Derwent on 5th (J. & R. HcC) . 

Goldeneve: 
Double figures were noted at the f ollowing; max. 12 Hartburn on 4th 
(LGM/RN), 11 at Ca:pheaton on 11th (CMA), max. 19 at Whittl e Dene 
on 12th (ERM et . al), max . 32 on Northumbrian Loughs on 24th (LGM) and 
17 at Derwent on 28th (AJR). 20 N. off Whitburn on 9th (RN). 

Long Ta iled Duck: 
I\Ic;.x~- .:l_n-l-:o ly Island/Ross area was 60 on 5th (per BL) . 1 S. off 
rlhitburn on each of 11th and 12th (HBO) . A female or i r-lt.'Tlature inland 
at Colt Crag on 5th and 12th (B. & HT/BG) . 

Velvet Scoter: 
1 at Newton by the Sea on 27th ( ~1AK) and off Whi tburn 4 N. on 29th 
and 2 N. on 2 N. on 31st (WBO). 

Common Scoter: 
Only records were 20 off Alnmouth on 5th (LGM/JH), and 41 N. off 
~hitburn between 23rd-3lst ( VffiO) . 

fi§d Breasted Merganser: 
An unusual inland r ecord of a male at Hallington on 14th Novemb0r 
(RG/WB/EL) . 9 off Holy Island on 27th was largest De.cember 
concentration by :far although 5N. off Whitburn on 29th (LGM/WBO). 

Goosander : 
Double fi gures occurred; on the Tweed at Cornhill (14 on 19th) , 
max. 16 a t Colt Crag on · l2th (RG/WB/EL), 15 a t Hallington between 
4th-27th (LGM/BG et . al){ 14 a t Greenlee on 11th (LGM), 12 on Tyne 
at Prudhoe on 14th (AJRJ, 20 at Derwent on 5th (J.&R .McC) , and 10 
at Fontburn on 4th (LGM/RN). The more unusual records c onsisted of 
l at Holywell on 18th (ID), 1 a t Holburn Moss on 27th (LGM) and 
1 N. off Seaton Sluice on 28th (BG) . 

Shelduck: 
A distinct N. movement between 27th- 30th when a total of at least 
'13 were noted off Hauxley, Seat on Sluice and Vlhi tburn (HRS/H'il/Krl/ 
WBO). Only 8 S. Evidence of overland passage was confirmed by 2 
on Northumbrian Loughs on 24th and 2 a t Whittle Dene on 27th 
(LGM/MR) . Max. in Budle Bay was 162 on 19th (LGM et . a l). 

Grey Lag Goose : 
450 at Sprouston on 19th (MN/CW) and 500 in the Buckton/Belford area 
most of month (per ABI). 78 at Hallington on 12th and 2 still there on 
27th (BG/J . &R .McC) and 6 a t Whittle Dene on 12th. On 6th 42 N. 
over Ashington (JAG) . 

Pink Footed Goose : 
2 on Holy Isiand on 27th ( per BL). 

Br ent Goose : 
Still c.250 on Fenham Flats all month and 60 in Budl e Bay on 27th 
(AJR et . al) . The s ingl e dark breast ed bird was l ast seen a t 
Holywell on 18th (CED et . al) . 

- 3 - /Canada Goose . 



Canada Goose: 
c.6o in Colt Crag/Hallington area all month (BG/RG et. al). 

Mute Swan: 
160+ in Ber wi ck Harbour on 13th and 20 in Ambl e Harbour on 18th 
(CJL/J .&R.McC) . 

Whooper Swan : 
Numbers still high early in the month but a rapid fall off co~~enced 

jus t befor e Christmas. 200 on Fenham Fla ts on 19th (ERM ) had f allen 

t o onl y 36 by 28th (AJR). The Holywell flock still contained 90- 99 
birds until 18th (incl. 22 juvs.) but had decreased to 44 by 28th 
(NIH/CED/M.N et . Rl). The numbers in the Northumbri an Loughs area were 

~uite static with 101 ther e on 11th (LGM) and still 92 ther e 
(Grindon) on 30th (RG/EL). Elsewhere 66 at Cornhill on 19th ( MN/CW), 

27 in Bolam/Caphcaton area until at l east 11th (CMA et . al) and 13 a t 
Wingates on 4th (Lm.'I/RN) and 6th, 13 at Catc l eugh on 19th ( WAK) . 
Up to 10 at 4 other l ocalities including 7 w. over Harwood Forest on 

12th (LGM) . 

Bewicks Swan: 
2 at each of Holywell on 18th (P.&ID), Cresswell on 27th (GU) and 
Derwent on 29th (P .&ID). 

Buzzard: 
1 over Prestwi ck Carron 11th (ERM/CJL). 

Sparrow Hawk: 
Singl es birds noted at 11 widely scattered l ocaliti es. 

Hen Harri er: 
A f emal e or i mmature bird near Alnwi ck on 27t h (MS) . 

Peregrine : 
On 12th singles noted a t each of Togston (per BL) and Holywell 
Dene (MN/RN) . 

Merlin : 
Singl es not ed at Belford, Bamburgh, Budle Bay , narlavorth, Scat on 
Sluice, wallsend Swallow and Gosforth with 1-2 in Fenham Flats area. 

Bl ack Grouse: 
Noted at Harwood Forest , H~ltwhistle , Rothbury and Swec thope . 

Red Legged Partridge : 
1 shot near Ba ckworth on 26th (per :MH). 

Water Rail: 
Present i n Gosforth Park all month (GU ct . al ). 1 killed by dog near 

Ford on 9th, 1 a t Bamhurgh on 11th (CJL) and 1 at Alnmouth on 30th 

(ERM). 

Coot : 
Most significant counts were c .500 a t Seaton Burn 11th-25th 
(LJ-M/LGM ct . a l), c.230 at Br oonl ee on 11th and 24th (LGM), 85 at 
i1allsend Swallow on 13th (ERM), 70 at Hol¥Well most of month (CED/ 
GU) and 50 a t Sweethope on 12th (J . &R . Mc C). 

Lapwi_gK!_ 
The lar~est flocks were noted between 4th-19th. 1000 a t Uashingt on 

on 4th (PK) and at Borwick Hill on 11th (ERM). At least 700 a t 
Holywell on 12th (CED/MN ), at Bothal on 11th (RN) and at Se~t on Burn 

on 15th (LJM). 500 at Uhittle Dene on· 5th (JSB) 400 at Ford on 6th 
(CJL) and 500 a t Newcastl e Airport on 17th (LJM) 400 a t Causey Park 
on 19th (LGM) . 

- 4 - /Ringed Plover. 



Ringed Plover: 
51 at Alnmouth on 5th (LGM/ JH). 

Grey Plove:r;: 
3 a t Hauxley on 5th (HRS) and 12 at Ross on 19th (LGM) . 

Golden Plover: 
1000 at Druridge on 18th (BEP), 250 at Whittle Dene on 5th (JSB), 

200 a t Grindon on 24th (LGM), 150 a t Swallow on 13th (ERM) and near 

Hepple on 19th (WAK), lOO near Haltwhistle on 18th (LGM) . 

Turnstone: 
Over 300 at St . rflarys on 18th (HH ) and 29th ( BG). 

Co:omon SniJ2.~_:_ 
30 a t Hallln~t on on 4th (LGM) and a t Derwenth~ugh on 18th were 

largest repor-~e d gather i ngs (LJlO . 

Jack Snipe : 
l at Cres swell on 12th (NH) and at Alnl!louth on 30th (ERM) . 

Woodcock: 
Up to 5 noted a t Melkridge , Gosforth Park, Prestwick Carr and 
Ravensworth. 

Curlew: 
lOO at Fenham Flats on 5th (ERM), 68 a t Holystone, R. Coquet on 5th 

(BEP) with lOO near Heppl e on 31st (LGM) may have been· fr om same 

concentrati on . 

Black Tailed Godwit : 
Again a winter bird at Fenhao Flats on 5th and 27th (ERM/MS). 

Bar Tailed Godwit : 
1 trapped on Holy I sland in November had been ringed i n Norway 
(per BL) . 

G:r:?en Sandpiper: 
l at \"/hi ttle De ne all no nth ( IHA/ JSB et . al) . 

Redshank : 
53 at washington on 12th (BU). 

. . \. 

Spotted Redshank: 
1 a t Monks House Pool, Seahouses on 5th (per BL). 

Greenshank: 
l a t Alnmouth on 5th (MR\l) and 1 on Fenhar.1 Flats on 19th ( IV!RW) . 

Knot: 
At l east 5000 on Fenh~ Flats on 28th (AJR) and the Seat on S~uice/ 

St . Marys flock contained a t l east 1000 birds duri ng nonth ( K\1 et. al) 

700 in Budle Bay on 19th (LGM). 

Purple Snndp~~r~ 
Up t o 20 noted at South Shi elds, AQble and St. Marys . ' 
Dunlin: 
c .l200 on Fcnham Flats on 28th (AJR) , 265 in Amble Harbour on 18th 

(J. &R . Mc C) and 18p on Cres swell Pond on 12th . (ERM). . 

Sander l ing: 
Onl y 1 record- 30 a t Hauxl ey on 5th (HRS). 

. , 
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Ru;ff: 
4 at Monks House Pool, Seahouses on 4th (CJL) and still l the;r e on 
12th (MHe) . 

Arctic Skua: 
Very l ate r ecords of l-2 off Seaton Sluice between 27th- 30th (HW/Kfi) . 

Great Skua: 
Single l ate birds N. off Seat on Slui ce on 27th (KW) and off \i'hi tburr.L 
on 30th (VIBO). 

Great Black Backed Gull: 
Moving N. at 200/lir: off St. Marys on 28th (lVIH). 

Common Gull: 
Moving N. at 250/hr. off St. Marys on 28th (ME). 

Glaucous G·all : 
1-2 ut Ncrt.t1Shields between 5th-13th (NJP et . a l ) and l at ~allsend 
on 20th ( !1'.1) . · l N . off Annstead on 4th (CJL) and l N. off Seaton · 
Sluice on 28th (BG). 

Litt le Gull : 
l S . off Seaton Sluice on 19th ~7) . 

Mediterranean Gull: 
Records received, without notes, 'of an adult at North Shiel ds on 
5th (NJP) and 2 f ollowing a plough with Bl ack Headed. Gulls near 
Belf ord on 30th (WO). 

Bl ack Headed Gull: 
A r oost on the sea at St. r.iarys increased from 3500 on 4th ( BG/~.lli) 
t 0 5000 by 11th. 

Kittiwake: 
lOO roosting in Aoble Harbour on 5th (HRS) . 

Little Auk : 
Off r!hitburn 1 N. on 11th, 10 N. on 12th, l S . on 30th and l N. on 
31st (WBO). Off Seat on Sluice l s . on 19th, 3 N. on 28th, 2 N. on 
29th, 2 N. on 30th (HW/KW). 

Auks ( sp ) •. 
250 N. i n only~ hour off Whitburn on 9th (RN). 

Guillenot: 
l on the Tyno at North Shields on 31st (PK). 

flood Pigeon:. 
Flocks of at least 1000 near Stanfordhan on 16th (r.'IH) and at 
Kibblesworth on 19th (LJM). 

Barn Owl: 
Noted at Kibblesworth, Killingworth and Hauxl ey. 

Little Owl: 
Noted at Callerton (IK/RO) . 

Long Eared Owl: 
1 on Holy I s land on 5th ( per BL) and 1 at Marsden on 12th (WBO) both 
of which may have been lat e i~~igrants. Singles at the traditional 
roosts at Prestwick Carr and Gosforth Park on 11th and 13th 
r espe ctivel y (ERM). 

- . 6 - /Short Eared Owl . 
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Short Ear ed Owl: 
Many r ecords, with 9 at Killingwor:th on lOth (J.D. McE) and 5 a t 
Amble on 12th (GU) being largest concentrations. Only 3-4 noted at 
Wallsend Swallow throughout ~onth and up to 3 noted at many other 
widoly s~atterea. lQ~alities including Harwood For est (KH et. al). 

Kingfisher: 
Continues t o occur in unusual localities confirning a good breeding . 
seas on in 1971. 1 at Gosforth Park on 4th and 6th (GU) and 1 at . 
Tynenouth during nonth (per BG). · 

Green Uoodpecker: 
Not ed a t Ford. L 

Great Spotted Woodpecker : 
Noted in Bovmont Valley , Ford , Hallingt on, Melkridge , Bardon Mill, 
Haydon Bridge and U. Coquetdale. 

Shore Lark: 
1 at Whi tburn on 11th (WBO). 

Hooded Crow: 
2 at Beal on 18th (CJL) and 1 a t Buckt on on 29th (WO). 

Titr.J.ice (sp). 

'• .. 
.1 

Flocks consi sting of Great, Blue , Coal and Long Tailed continue to be 
prominent with 2 Coal Tits even appe?xing in the centr e of 
Sunderland on 24th/25th (BU et. al). 

Nuthatch: 
1 at Uallington on 26th (IK/RO). 

Treecreeper : 
Conspicuous in the l argo flo cks of Ti t r.1ice during the r.10nth. 

Fieldfare : 
Flocks up to 200 noted at Harwood For est , Belford, Bellingh&~ , 

Bolan, Nether witton and Colt· Crag. 

Redwing: 
Only r.eport was of 30+ a t Washingt on on 9th (RN). · 

Stonechat : 
1-2 not ed a t the usual coastal localit i es of Bamburgh (4th) , 
Alnmouth (5th), Hauxley ( 30th), Lynemouth (15th). 

Chiffchaff: 
A wi ntering bird at Fenham Mill on 5th (ERM). 

Meadow Pipit: 
Notificati on has just been received of a bird r e cover ed i n Ita ly 
aft er having been ringed at St. Marys I sland ·in Septenber 1971. 
Almost identica l t o a r ecovery of t his species i n 1970 ringed also 
at St. r~arys. 

Rock Pipit: 
Noti ceably cor.J.Don at St . Marys all nonth with at l east 40 there on 
18th (MH/r.m.w et . al). 

Grey ',-:agtail: 
Widespread r ecords of single birds with 1 a t Seatoh Sluice on 5th 
being the oost unusual. 

- 7 - /\1axwing . 
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"Waxwing: 
Continues to be well reported, particularly unt il a bcut 20th . Up t o 
90 in the 'Buckton area nost of month (W'O et . al) with closeby flocks 
of 50 at Beal on 18th (CJL) and 20 at Fenham Le Moor on 1st (per DU), 
Up to 47 were s een in the Stocksfield area while as many as 100 were 
at Heddon on lOth (per BL) 35 at Belsay on 5th (per BL) and 20 at 
Craolington on 12th and 14th (GU) were other flocks in excess of 14. 

Great Grey Shrike: 
1 at Plashetts on 18th (JrdB) and 1 at Corbridge on 23rd (MR). 

Starling: _ 
A huge roost of perhaps~ nillion in grounds of Laobton Castle (LJM), 

Greenfinch: 
A large flock of at l east 1000 at Norhaa on 18th (MRW). 

Goldfinch: 
30 in Gosforth Park on 11th (I\W) and 20 at Pl ashetts on 29th (ERM) 
were largest r eported flocks. 

Siskin: 
A few at Ford most of nonth (CJL) and 5 S. at IThitburn on 12th (BU) . 

Twite : 
The Coquet Estuc~Y flock f ell from 80 on 5th to 43 on 30th 
(LGM/ERI~VGU). 

Redpoll: 
Flocks of 60 at Fal stone on 29th (ERM) and 20 at Gosforth on 25th 
(LGM) . 

Crossbill: 
15 in Harwood Forest early in nonth increased t o 52 by 12th 
(RA/LGr.1/KH). . 

Chaffinch: 
Flock of-at l east 150 at ·nrenkly on 12th ( ~rn) 

BraYJbling: 
100 at Stannington on 6th (per BL) and 50+ near ~hickham between 
22nd-3lst ( ID). Snall flocks also noted at Buckton and Sharperton. 
(WO/BEP). 

Yell owhaomer: 
Roost of a t least 100 near ~allsend Swall ow on 12th (1rn). 

Lapland Bunting: 
1 on Holy Island on 5th (per BL). 

Snow Bunting: 
bO at Cresswell on 12th (1lli) was largest flock but 20 at Hauxley 
on 5th (HRS), 25 at Banburgh on 4th (CJL) and _l5 a t Vlhitburn I'lost of 
month ( WBO) • 

List of Contributors: 

C.M. Adanson, I.H. Arnstrong, R. Adans, vl . Brady,. J.S . Booth, W. Brady, 
J.M. Bayldon, A. Blackett , G. E. Clayton, P. & I . Davidso.q, C.E. Douglas, 
B. Galloway, R. Grey, G. A. Ginnevcr, M. Hodgson, J. !Iargrave , 
K. Hutton, M. Henry, P . Kelly, W. A. Kelly , L Kerr, E. Lobley, C.J. Lowe , 
B. Lit tle, E.R. Meek, L.G . McFarlane , J. & R. McCutcheon, J.D. Elwee , · 
L.J. Milton, M. Nattrass , R. Nor nan, W. Ord, R. Osborne, B.E. Prater, 
N.J. Phillips, A. J . Richards , M. Richnrdson, M. Skill eter, J.S . Spence, 
B. & w. Tilbrook, B. Unwin, G. Upton, K. Wal ton, C. Ward, H. Wilson, 
M. R. Vlishart, Hauxl ey Ringing Station and Vfhi tburn Bird Observatory. 
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TYNESIDE BIRD CLUB 

Wild~owl Count - 21st November, 1971. 

This was the ~ourth wild~owl count organised by the Club since 

February 1970. U~ortunately the elements were far from ideal on 

the count date with gale ~orce notherly winds bringing blizzards and 

storms. Virtually all inland waters were frozen to a greater or 

lesser degree. Those wildfowl present were difficult to count due 

to the adverse weather conditions, especially at Lindisfarne 

Reserve and elsewhere along the coast, and results should be 

considered with caution as undoubtedly birds will have been missed. 

Nevertheless it has been possible to prepare a comprehensive 

table showing the results of the count and it is satisfying to note 

that virtually all the i mportant wat ers were covered . Ki~~er Lough, 

Hisehope Reservoir , Linn Heads, Little Swinburn, Waskerley 

Reservoir and Burnhope Reservoir were not covered but as most of 

these localities are in high, open areas it is probably that the 

weather made them untenable to all but a few birds . Regretably onl y 

the short l ength of the River Tweed between Sprouston and vrark could 

be covered and it would be hel pful if in future counts someone could 

undertake to cover the remaining stretch from Wark to Berwick and 

also count Holburn Moss and Swinhoe Lakes, which were likewise 

uncovered . Cowey Si ke and Smiddyshaw Reservoirs each drew a blank. 

Not mentioned in t he table due to lack of space are the 

following species and localities: -

Diver (Spp) 
Great N. Diver 
Red N. Grebe 
Great c. Grebe 

Tweed Estuary 
Pawston Lake 
Capheaton 
Havannah 
Killingworth 
Bardon Mill (river) -
He.xha1;1 (river) 
Tunstall Reservoir 
Washington Ponds 

1 off Hauxley . 
2 at Lindisfarne Reserve . 
1 11 : l 1! 

2 at Colt Crag . 

185 + Mute Swans. 
18 Mallard 
15+ Mall ard . 
c30 Mallard. 2 Teal. 
10 Mute Swans . 

4 Mallard. 2 Goosander . 
11 Mallard. 8 Goldeneye. 

1 Goldeneye . 2 Goosander . 
5 Mallard. 12 Teal. 

Purely as a matter of interest the total of each speci es shown 

in the table for the November 1970 count is indicated in brackets 

at the end of each line, although a comparison is not really 

meaningful. 

The Field Secretary and recorder would like to thank all 

members who took part, especially in view of the atrocious weather 

conditions on the count day. 
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~ ·a :'lj ~ b:J Q (/) Q ~~ Q t-l 0 tx:l r.3 t-cl (/) t-cl ::iEl Q r.3 ~ t-l 
0 0 ::s li li p- 0 0 0 0 1-'· ~ 0 p- 1-'· 1-'· ~ CD ~ 1-'· 
0 0 0 c+ CD CD CD 0 CO P. 1-' ~ § p. ~ () 0 ~ Otl p. \l) 1-' c+ 
li c+ 0 CD p c..q 1-' m li p. Otl CD c+ p- <I c+ <D ~ 1-' 1-' c+ p- Id c+ p. 

~ OtlW CD 0 li CD ~ CD ~ 0 ~ ~ 1-' 
CD CD (/) t-l ~ ~ . ~ r.3 ~ p. 1-' 1-'· ~ 1-' CD 
1:3 li ~ Q ~ () p. CD . p. CD 1-' 1-' p. 

~ 0 Otl p;- CD m c..q (/) tj li Q 
(/) 0 li CD CD tj () ~ li 
~ m Q li ~ 0 () <D 
~ <D 0 () c+ p;- o' p 0 p;- CD \..n CD 
1-' [\) m w li w 0 
\..n \..n CD 1-' [\) 1-' 0 ~ 

_p,. Lindisfarne Reserve 0 \..n 0 0 CO [\) [\) 0 [\) 0 1-' 
+ w () 

Beadnell-Alnmouth 1\) l.Jj 1-' 0 1-' \J1 ~ 

~ 
w 

\..n 
1-' 1-' Al nmouth-.Ainble [\) [\) 1-' 

\..n 1-' .Amble-Tynemouth 1-' 1-' 1-' --l \..n 

~ 
R. Tweed (Sprou:::ton ~ 0 [\) _p,. 

w 0 to Wark) 
w 

\...'1 w \..n 
Hose law Loch w 1-' VI 0 0 

[\) 

1-' 0'\ N Yetholm Loch 1\.) N (') (') 

N Wingates/Font & --l ..p.. 
Rothley Lake s 

1-' 
0 w 1-' 1-' CO Hart burn 5j? \..n \..n 0 0 _p,. _p,. 0 1-' 

+ + _p,. N 
0 w ..p.. 0'\ Bolam + 

\..n \..n 
1-' 
--l .Ashington .Area 

() () () () () () ..p.. --l .:....J N ~ 
() 

0 \..n 0\ \.J1 te'> v1 -e Holywell Ponds 
() a () () 
N N ~ Swallow Ponds \..n \.J1 N \..n 0 

E. 1-' () 

Seaton Burn 0'\ \.J1 1-' ..p.. 0 
0 () () 

~ ~ Gosforth Park 
CO 0 

1-' .a Whittle Dene 
1-' 1-' w w 1-' w \.J1 
\..n --l N \.J1 0 

[\) ..p.. 1-' 
1-' Ballington 

\.0 \.J1 N \.0 0 

5) ~ Colt Crag 
N 0'\ 0 

() 0'\ ..p.. Sweethope Lough 1-' w 1-' 
B N 1-' 

Park Dam/Shiel-on-1-' N 
0 0'\ the- Wall 

w Hinds Shield. N N 0 

\.J1 CO 1-' Grindon Lough w N \.J1 N 1-' 1-' 

0'\ w () 

Broomlee Lough 0 w <» ..p.. 

0 _p,. CO \.J1 ..p.. 0 1-' 0 

w Crag/Halleypike 
1-' --l \.0 1-' N w Loughs. 

_p,. 1-' N Greenlee Lough w ..p.. N 1-' 0 

--l 
0'\ 0 w N N Bras side Ponds 

1-' N 
1-' 1-' 1-' N 1-' 1-' 0 Derwent Reservoir --l 1-' CO ..p.. 0 CO ..p.. w ..p.. N 

1-' 1-' \..n N Totals (including 
\.J1 ..p.. N N 1-' w \.J1 w --l N N those not shown -l --l \.J1 N \.J1 0 1-' \.0 w --l 1-' CO 1-' CO --l CO ~ --l 

[\) NN \..n 1-' ..p.. N N N \..n w N --l w --l w N N 1-' 0'\ N 0'\ in t abl e ) • 
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