TYNESIDE BIRD CLUB

January 1975

Summar
Yet another mild January with westerly winds associated.with apprvac hing
depressions from the mid-Atlantic dominating the weather.

The highlight of the month was the unusual number of reports of Blackcaps, first
mentioned in December, 1974. To date, they have heen seen at seventeen different
places this winter involving at least 35 individuals. Other out of season species
involved Spotted Redshank, Greenshank, Ruff, Lesser Black-backed Gull and Black
Redstart whilst early nesting of both Misile Thrush and Blackbird was observed.

Some very large flocks of Lapwing and Golden Plover were noted early in the month
when Greylag Geese appeared to be restless whilst the more unusual species
involved Smew, Iceland Gull, Bearded Tit, Hawfinch and Little Bunting.

Classified IList

Black~throated Diver. o
1N off Seaton Sluice on 1st.(KW) and 1 on R.Wansbeck estuary on 26th. (M&JIN).

Great Northern Diver.
Off Seaton Sluice 2N on 5the, 1N on 11th., and 1S on 26th. (KW). Off Bamburgh 1S on

12th. and 1 on 21st.(BRS).

Red-throated Diver/Diver (sp.).

Off Seaton Sluice 11N on 4th. and 18N on 11the (KW). At least 30 in Druridge Bay
on 29th, (MSH) and 20 off Almmouth on 2nd. (NJP). Inland at Whittle Dene 1
unidentified diver present on 18th.(per BL).

Great Crested Grebe,
2 off Ross on 12th.(BG et al). TInland 2 at Colt Crag on 19th.(LGM/BM), 1 at
Gosforth on 19th. and 26th.(BG/CED) and 1 at Whittle Dene on 26th. (JSB).

Red-necked Grebe.
3 off Ross on 12th.(BG et al) and 1 off Holy Island same day (BL).

Slavonian Grebe,
3 off Ross on 12th.(BG et al).

Little Grebe. ’
1-2 noted at Whittle Dene, Hartburn, Durham, Grindon, Killingworth, Warkworth and
Washington.

Fulmar,
Heavy S passage noted off Seaton Sluice on 12th.(124) and 25th.(142).

Gannet. ' 4
Unusual numbers for the time of year with 54N on 12th. off Seaton Sluice and 208

there on 25th.(KW). Off Ross at least 15S on 12th. (BG).

Cormorant,

Prominent offshore in St.Mary's area with 45 there on 3rd,(AJm et al). Inland up
to 19 on R.Tyne between Prudhoe and Wylam (per BL), up to 12 in Washington Refuge
area (WWR) and up to 4 at Hallington/Whittle Dene (MRS/AWJI/LGM/JSB).

Heron,
Up to 5 noted at several locations inland and coastal,

White Pelican. '
The Warkworth bird still present on 6th. (WAK),

Flamingo,
1 at the Long Nanny on 24th.(JCB)Aand 1 at Beal on 12th.(BG et al). Obvious escapes!

Mallard. '

A large gathering on the ice at Gosforth on 19th. of at least 800 (BG). Elsewhere
counts of 200-400 at Whittle Dene, Budle Bay, Holywell, Colt Crag and Druridge Bay,
especially during mid month.

Teal,
300 at Gosforth on 19th. and 200 in Budle Bay on 12th.(BG). Elsewhere only 25-50

reported from Broomlee, Grindon, Whittle Dene, Powburn, Holywell and Blaydon.
-1 /Wigeon




Wigeon.

Several thousands in Budle Bay on 12th.(BG et al). 200-250 at each of Derwent and
Grindon (AWJ/MRS/LGM/RG) all month and 20-50 at Whittle Dene and Gosforth.
Pintail, ’ ) &

1 at Holywell on 4th.(M&JN) and 1 at Washington Refuge all month (WWR),

Shoveler, :

20 at Gosforth on 15th.(EH) but more widely distributed than is normal with up to
8 at -Capheaton, Colt Crag, Holywell and Washington. '

§_qau9- . '
The ratio of records of 4 on freshwater to 1 on the sea was unusual. Inland 1 at

Greenlee on 4th,(LGM) was especially unusual with singles at Holywell on 5th, and
16th. (CED/AJm) and at Cresswell Pond on 29th. (MSH et al). 1N off Seaton Sluice on
Ath. (KW).

Tufted Duck,

Largest flock was at Gosforth with 140 there on Tth.(AdJm et al). Elsewhere largest
counts were 80 on Northumbrian Loughs on 11th.(LGM), 60 at Colt Crag on on 18th,
(EH) and 52 at Capheaton with 48 at Sweethope both on 19th.(LGM).

Pochard.
60 at Gosforth on Tthe (Adm) was by far the largest eount. Elsewhere up to 20 at
Holywell, Hartburn, Rayburn Lake and Northumbrisan Loughs (MN/LGM),

Goldeneye,

Largest counts were 30 on Northumbrian Loughs on 4th.(LGM), 34 at Capheaton on 19th,.
(LGM), 20 at Wark/Tweed on 12th. (MSH) ané 33 at Whittle Dene on 21st.(NJP)., Birds
commuting between Holywell and Seaton Sluice resulted in regular counts of 20-24

at each locality (KW/MGC et al). ’

Long-tailed Duck, ‘
20 off Ross on 12th.(BG) with 1-2 off Holy Island and Seahouses,

Common Scoter. i
Flock of 200-300 off Ross all month and 45 off Alnmouth on 2nd. 30N off Seaton
Sluice on 18th.(KW) and 1 found dead on R.Wansbeck at Morpeth on 2nd.(per BL).

Red-breasted NMerganser,
20-30 off Ross most of the month with 8 off Alnmouth on 2nd, 1-2 noted at Holy
Island and Seaton Sluice.

Goosander, :

The largest numbers were noted in the Gosforth/Seaton Burn area with up to 15
present on each water. It is probable that because of their close proximity only
15 individuals were involved (AHB/ETN/JRN/GSR et al). Elsewhere 1-10 were noted at
Carham, Greenlee, Colt Crag, Whittle Dene, Langley, Derwent, Riding Mill, Hartburn,
Hallington and Washington (on R.Wear) with 6NE over Newcastle on 27th, (NJP).

Smew,
A female or immature at Whittle Dene on 18th. (EH),

Shelduck,
Total of 16N off Seaton Sluice/St.Mary's on three dates (MSH/KW). 150 in Budle Bay

on 14th,(RNC) and 5 at each of Boulmer and Amble on 26th.(CMA/ERM). 1 at Greenlee
on 11th. (LGM) suggested overland passage. :

Greylag Goose,

Between 1st.-5th. six flocks varying in size from 5-40 noted moving in 'all
directions' over Seaton Sluice and Blyth (EH/MN/KW). Between 10th.~19th. counts of
118 at Whittle Dene, 13 at Colt Crag, up to 47 at Grindon and 8 at Hallington,

White~fronted Goose.
8 at Grindon on 19th,. (AJW/MRS).

Pink-footed Goose.

5> at Carham on Tweed on 6th, (ETN/JRN), 1 at Cresswell 4the18th.(PD et al), 1 at
Washington all the month with 3 present on 7th.  (WWR).

Brent Goose,
100 on Fenham Flats on 12the (BRG).
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Egyptian Goose.
1 at Hallington on 19th.(LGM/BM) and 1 at Washington all the month (WWR) .,

Canada Goose.
1 at Holywell on 1st. and probably the same bird at Gosforth on 12th., and 19th.
(GSR/BG). Maximum 74 at Colt Crag on 19th.(LGM/BM/IK).

Mute Swan,
Vaximum at Amble of 31 on 2nd. (NJP).

Whooper Swah. v

#ith the exception of the Northumbrian Loughs where no more than 21 were seeh, all
other favourite areas still held large numbers with at least 130 at Holywell in
mid month (per CED),108 in the Ellington/Cresswell area on 11th. (per BL), 90 on
Tindisfarne Reserve on 12th.(BG) and 50 on the Tweed at Carham on 6th. Up to 20
occurred at widely scattered locations such as Langley, Rayburn Lake, Hartburn,
Whittle Dene and Middleton (near Bolam)e

BeWick's Swan. ‘ ;
T near Seaton Delaval on 2nd.(MSH) and 12 on Holy Island on 12th. (BL).

Buzzard.
1 at Washington on 14the (WWR) .

Sparrowhawk. :
Continues to be well and widely reported. As early as 26th., a known breeding site
was found to be re-occupied (BL)s

Hen Harrier.
1 at Slaley on 23rd.(per BL).

Peregrine.
1 at Budle Bay on 2nd.(WAK).

Merlin.
Singles noted at Fenham Flats, Budle Bay and Callerton with 1~-2 at Washington.

Water Rail.,
About 8-10 birds calling from reeds at Gosforth on 19th,(BG).

Cootae

% deorease at Seaton Burn — the most attractive water in the area - to about 60-~70
all the month (AJm). Also 78 at Brasside by the end of the month (DLS). On 28th./
29th. 200 at Wallsend Swallow and 120 at Blaydon (NJP).

'Oystercatcher.
St.Wary 's attracted a maximum of 102 on 24th.(KGD).

Lapwing.

Some very large flocks in the coastal area to the S of Seahouses on 1st. totalling
at least 12000 (JCB) with several thousands at Whittle Dene on the same day (BG)«
1500 at Drurige on 29th.{(MSH) and 500-1000 at Budle Bay, Seaton Burn, Stamfordham,
Chollerford and Hexham. On 20th. a flock flew into a high voltage supply cable in
the Cambo area and 8 were killed (per BL).

Ringed Plover.
51 between Howick/Beadnell on 26th.(JCB).

Grey Plover,
High tide roost attracted 400 at Budle on 12th.(BG).

Golden Plover.

A few thousands at Whittle Dene on 1st.(BG) and still 1000 there by 27th. (AJR/WAK
et al)e At Budle 2000 on 12th.(BG) and at least 1000 at Monks House on 4th. (WSC)
with up to 350 at Grindon, Plenmeller, Seghill, Stamfordham and Druridge., 10 in
breeding territory at Otterburn on 26th.(JCD).

Turnstone. _
X maximum at St.Mary's of 100 on 3rd.(AJm) and 98 Howick/Beadnell on 26th.(JCB).

Common Snipes.
Up to 35 at Newton, Washington and Blaydon during the month.
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Curlew.
500 in Budle Bay on 12th.(BG et al), 113 Howick/Beadnell on 26th.(JCB), 70 at Monks
House on 21st.(MSH) and a maximum at St.Mary's of 45 by the end of the month., %7

Bar-tailed Godwit.,
A few thousands in Budle Bay on 12th.(BG).

Redshank.
200 at Washington on 25th.(JEP) and a maximum at St.Mary's of 142 on 31st.(KGD),

Spotted Redshank.,
1 at Budle Bay on 12th.(BG).

Greenshank, ; ;
1 at Holy Island on 12th.(BL).

Knot, 7

The St.Mary's flock of 1200-1500 is now travelling about one mile inland to feed in
stubble fields near Earsdon at high tide (CED/KGD/WAK/MSH/TW et al). A few
thousands at Budle on 12th.(BG).

Purple Sandpiper, )
Up to 100 noted in Bamburgh area, 71 Howick,/Beadnell on 26th.(JCB) and up to 20 at
Amble (ERM/IK/BRS).,

Dunlin.
Several thousands at Budle high tide roost on 12th. (BG)s At Washington a maximum
of 450,and at St.Mary's no more than 150, '

Sanderling.
70 at St.Mary's on 3rd. (Adm).

Ruff,
A winter bird at Washington on 3rd.(JEP),

Gulls.(sp.).

Several thousands at Druridge on 29th. consisting mainly of Herring and Common
whilst a high tide roost at Budle on 12th. composed of Common and Black-headed (MSH/
BG). N movement at Whitburn on 25th. involved 2000/ hr. (NJP).

Great Black—baokedbGull.
700 at Blaydon on 5th.(BG) and 100 near Blyth on 1st.(MSH).

Lesser Black-backed Gull.
8ingles at Seaton Sluice on 7th. and at Amble on 19th. were each judged to be of the
Scandinavian race (JEF).

Glaucous Gull,

Many sightings in the SE corner of Northumberland probably involved birds from the
group of 4 (including 1 adult) that frequented North Shields Fish Quay (MSH/KW/RH/
EC et 'al). 2 at Cresswell on 12th. (JEP) and more unusual was the appearance of 1
inland at Seaton Burn on 19th.(IK).

Iceland Gull.

An immature noted in Tynemouth/Seaton Sluice/St.Mary's/North Shields area throughout
the month (XGD/MSH/MGC).

Black-headed Gull.

The St.Mary's roost had attracted at least 2000 by 5th.(MSH),

Kittiwake,
200/hr.S at SteMary's on 15th.(MSH) and 1000/hr.N at Whitburn on 25th. (NJP),

Little Auk.
1 found dead well inland at Stamfordham on 4th, (HT).

Wood Pigeon,

Large flocks again reported especially in coastal districts with 1000 near Embleton
on 6th.(JCB), 2000 at each of Seghill and Washington on 2nd. and 7th. respectively
(KGD/WWR) and 100S over Almmouth on 2nd, (NJP),

Barn Owl,
Noted at Brunton, Lynemouth, West Monkseaton, Holywell Dene and Washington,
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Iittle Owl,
Noted at Washington and Stamfordham.

Long~eared Owl,
Two roosts in the Backworth area throughout the month contained a total of at least
12 birds(CED/WAK/JEF/PW), A Pinnish ringed bird was killed by car at Beadnell on

8th,
Short-eared Owl,
Up to 10 in the Alwin Valley, Upper Coquetdale during month (ERM) with 1—3 at Amble,
Derwent, Brunton, Holywell St.Mary's and Washington. e B "1

~ . & \
Kingfisher,- .
Noted at Mitford and Crawcrook.

Marsh Tit. :
Noted at Devil's Water, Harthope Burn, Stocksfield.

Willow Tit.
Noted at Gosforth, Killingworth, Derwent and Gateshead.

Long-tailed Tit,.
Flocks of up to 20 at Ryton, Gateshead, Blaydon and Gosforth,

Bearded Tit.
A male seen at Newton Pool an 8th., was thought  to have been present during
December 1974 (JCB).

Nuthatch,
Noted at Hamsterley Mill, Durham and Dipton Burn.

Dipper.
Noted in full song at Devil's Water on 19th.(ERM).

Mistle Thrush.
A pair feeding nestlings at Blaydon on 31st.(KW).

Pieldfare.
Flocks of up to 250 at Greenlee, Stamfordham, Fontburn, Bradford and Stannington.

Redwing, . ,
Largest: flock was of 200 at Kiln Pitt Hill on 19th.(WAK) with many parties of up

to 50 in Hexhamshire 19th.-26th.(AJR).

Blackbird,.
An early nest containing two eggs at Guide Post on 12th.{per BL).

Stonechat, ‘
1-2 at Whitburn, Tynemouth, Seaton Sluice with up to 4 at Cresswell. Inland pairs
at each of Cramlington and Havannah (near Dinnington).

Black Redstart.
1 at Whitburn on 18th, (PG).

Blackcaps,
Continues to be well reported with 1=-2 at Craster, Morpeth, Hepscott W,Monkseaton,

Whickham, Blaydon, Winlaton Mill, Stocksfield and Corbridge. 3 noted at Cresswell
and up to 4 frequented a garden at Hartford., Since the beginning of December they
have been noted in 17 different localities.

Grey Wagtail.

Urban records of singles at Newcastle Polytechnic most of month (RH) and 1 at West
Denton on 20th, (IK). :

Waxwing,

Some sizeable flocks still present with 60 at Morpeth on 9th,.(BL), 42 at Gosforth
on 6th,(RNC), 20-30 at Ashington, Westerhope and Stocksfield until mid month.
Several reports of 1-10 birds.

*

Great Grey Shrike.

1 at Blaydon most of the month (RH/EC/KW et al) where it took two House Sparrows
on two occasions., Singles near Backworth on 5th.(JEF), Washington on 3rd.-5th.
(JEP), Holburn Moss on 1st. and at Hartburn on 11th.(per BL).
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Hawfinchs . :
Between 20th.-31st. 1 at Choppington, 2 at Stocksfield and up to 7 in the Wylam area
(EB/NJP/ perBL).

Siskin. 3
30 at Ryton on 6th. reduced to 3 on 28th.(XKW). Up to 15:in Riding Mill/Stocksfield
areas near the end of the month (ID/RH/NJP et al).

Crosshill.
1 at Hamsterley Mill on 10th.(EP).

Chaffinche.
Flock of at least 300 near Heddon on 19th.(MNC) and 150 near Hexham on 23rd.(RG/WB/

Brambling,. EL)

50 at Durham on 3rd.(DLS), 30 at Stocksfield on 18th,(per BL) and small numbers
near Hexham, Crawcrook and Mitford.

Yellowhammer.
Roost of 40 at Holywell Dene on 15th. (MSH),

Corn Bunting,.
Roost of 100 plus near Bamburgh on 20th.(BRS), Singles singing on 2nd. .at Holywell
and at Ross (WAK).

Little Bunting. )
The Washington bird first noted in September 1974 was still present on 2nd.(JEP et

Lapland Bunting. alle.
1 at St.Mary's an 1st, (KW),
Snow Buntinge :
Flocks of 30-60 at Whitburn, Seaton Sluice (moving S), Cresswell, Long Namny,
Druridge and Washington. 1 on Cheviot on 19th, (PD).
Tree Sparrow. '
100 near Durham most of month (DLS) and up to 70 in Earsdon area early in month
: - (WAK/PW),
LIST OF CONTRIBUTORSw ;
C.M.Adamson W.SeCraster E.Hawdon - B.Iittle J.DsParrack
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W.Brady I.Davidson M.S.Hodgson L. G.Macfarlane G.S.Rushbrooke
JeS.Booth P.Davidson R.Higson JeD.McElwee A.Je.Richards
E. Bagshaw J.P.Deacon A, James E.R.Meek ReA.Silk
A.H.Banks C.E.Douglas Je.K.Jefferey B.Mecrow D.L.Sowerbutts
M. GeChadwick K.G.Dures AeW, Jones L.J.Milton M.R.Smith
E.Culwick J.E.Fergusson  I.Kerr M.& J.Nattrass H.Tegner
D.B.Charlton B.Galloway W.A.Kelly E.Te&J.R. Norris K.Walton
R.N.Coates P.Gill E.Lobley J. Park P.Weighill
M.N.Coates R. Grey E.MeLindsay J.E.Perfitt C.F.Watson

Washington W.R.  Bamburgh R.S.
CLUB NEWS & NOTES )

Meeting, Thursday 13th.March will be 'Members'® Night's Several contributors from
within the club will speak or show slides of their particular birdwatching activity.
If any other members wish to take part, they should contact John Ginnever a.sS.a.pe

Field Trip, Sunday 30th.March.
Coach trip/Walk: Falstone to Kielder
Meet Baxter's Tynemouth 7.30am
" Hancock Museum 8. 00am Cost: £1.00
Bookings, queries or cheques to: Keith Walton, 51 Beachcroft Ave, Tynemouth,
Tel; N/S 70631

COMPETITION Thanks to the generosity of one of our members, the committee is
organising an essay competition for young people in the 12-16 yrs. age group. A1l
schools in the area are being contacted but club members will obtain further details
in the next bulletin,
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Summary

The mild weather continued and the month was dominated also by another unusual
feature - fog. Wintering wildfowl and waders declined as the month progressed
although passage was noted as some species returned to inland breeding sites,

Out of season species were well reported although some could have been early spring
returns involving, for example, Black-tailed Godwit, Common Sandpiper, Ruff, Lesser
Black-backed Gull, Ring Ouzel, Chiffchaff and, of course, Blackcap.

O0f the birds of prey, a Rough-legged Buzzard was most interesting while the Blaydon
Great Grey Shrike continues to oblige observers with very close views,

Crossbills seemed plentiful and active in display and song in the Border Forests
throughout the month.

Redwings were noted emigrating early in the month and gatherings of Fieldfare and
Waxwings also could have been moving North and East.
Classified List

Black-throated Diver.
1 off Seaton Sluice on 22nd. (XKW).

Red-throated Diver/Diver (sp.).
Unusually, the only reports were up to 6 off Ros§ after 22nd. (JEF/3G) and ¢ at

Druridge on 22nd.(KB).

Great Crested Grebe.,

A steady return to inland waters with 1-2 at Gosforth, Seaton Burn, Whittle Dene,
Hallington, Colt Crag and Brasside mainly after mid month, Offshore 1 at Alnmouth
on 8th.(ETN/JRN).

Red-necked Grebe.
1-2 off Ross/Bamburgh 8th.=23rd. (MGC/MH/BG). 1 off Howick on 23rd. (MN).

Slavonian Grebe,
1 off Holy Island on 19th.~21st. (VW) .

Little Grebe,
1-3 noted at seven different waters as far inland as Whittle Dene.

Fulmar,
Prominent prospecting nest sites in NE of county all month with one pair inland near

Gannet., Holburn (MW).

25 noted off Holy Island on 8th.(MW).

Cormorant, ‘
Up to 5 on Tyne at Heddon, 2°at Wallsend Swe (EAS/JDNCE/ AIR) » ApDTOX4 250 roosting on
Heron, Marsdon Rock all month({7THW)

Several reports of up to 4 inland and at the coast with 15 on the R.Tweed at Yarrow
Slake on 1st.(ETN/JRN).

White Pelican.
The Warkworth bird still present on 24th. (MSH/BH).

Chilean Flamingo,.
1.inland at Wallsend Swallow 3rd.-28th. and 1 at Lindasfarne on 21st.

Mallard. -

400 at Colt Crag on 2nd. was largest concentration (J&RMcC). 250 were at Whittle
Dene on 15th, (JSB) with 100-~135 noted at Northumbrian Loughs, Howick (on the seal
and Gosforth Park.

Teal. ,
90 at Prestwick Carr on 8th.(ERM), 150 at Budle Bay on 23rd.(BG) and up to 54 at
Grindon during month (LGM). 571 at Blaydon, ,
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Wigecn,

500 at Budle on 23rd.(BG), up to 350 at Grindon peaking on 27th. (RG/WB/LGM)., On
15th. at least 200 al Derwent (CMA) with 100 on Holy Island on 19th. and 100 at
Bradford (near Bamburgh) on 23rd.(MW). Up to 60 at Colt Crag, Whittle Dene, Bolam
and Walbottle,

5 at Holburn on 5th, (M¥) with 1-2 at Bradford, Holywell and Colt Crag,

Shoveler.

Up to 6 noted at Gosforth, Holywell, Colt Crag, Grindon and Broomlee with 2 on the
sea off Seaton Sluice on 15th, (KW).

SCaup.
Off Seaton Sluice 2N on 9th. and 28 on 15th. (KW), 1 off Ross on 22nd, (MGC) and 1
at Cresswell on 23rd.(J&RMcC/ERM),

Tufted Duck,

Largest flock was of 130 at Seaton Burn on 1st,(BH) with 80 at Gosforth on 24th,
(AdJm) and 88 on Northumbrian Loughs on 2nd. and 15th, (LGM). 50 at Capheaton on 9th,
(M&JIN) with up to 30 on several other waters.

Pochard,

Up to 25 noted on waters such as Seaton Burn, Gosforth, Holywell, Capheaton and
Colt Crag with up to 39 at Grindon and 41 at Blaydon on 15th. (LJM). Off Seaton
Sluice 4S on 15th. (KW),

Goldeneye.,
About 200 on Tweed at Yarrow Slake on 1st.(ETN/JRN) with parties of up to 10 between
Carham/Wark on same day. 34 at Broomlee on 2nd, (LGM) and 31 at Whittle Dene on

28th. (JEF). 30 off Seaton Sluice after 9th, (KW) and up to0,15 on many other waters.,

Long—-tailed Duck.
Maximum of 20 off Ross on 22nd, (MGC).

Velvet Scoter,
Off Seaton Sluice 1N and 2S on 9th.(KW).

Common Scoter,
Up to 400 in Ross area during month (MW) with 22 off Seaton Sluice on 22nd. (KW) .

Red-breasted Merganser,
At least 50 off Ross on 23rd,.(BG) and 23 off Almmouth same day (J&RMcC). 1~5 noted
off Holy Island, Howick and Seaton Sluice.

Goosander,

Well reported but no large concentrations. 11 counted at Tunstall Res. on 3rd., 27
at Greenlee on 15th. (LGM), 23 on Tweed near Norham on 8the (CMA) and up to 16 seen
in the Gosforth/Seaton Burn area (AJm/TW). Up to 12 on many other waters.

Shelduck.

200-300 at Budle on 18th.-23rd.(RNC/BG). Off Seaton Sluiee 8N on 9th. and 5N and
5S on 15th. (KW). 8 at Cresswell on 9th. (ERM). Singles inland at Heddon on Tyne on
8th. (EAS), at Seaton Burn on 13th,(AJdm) and at Whittle Dene on 15th.(JSB) were
probably migrating N or W.

Greylag Geoose,

#ell reported, 300-400 in Bradford area most of month (WsSC/MW) and 300 at Carham
on 1st, (ETN/JRN). At Crindon max. of 88 by end of month (RG/WB/LGM et al), 46 at
Colt Crag on 2nd. (J&RMcC), 33 at Hallington on 16th, (ERM) and 24 at Prestwielk Carr
on 15th, were probably connected with the flock of 39 seen flying SE over Ponteland
on 27th.(LSS/AJ), :

White~fronted Goose.
2 over Holywell on 15th, (JEF) were probably the same birds as those at Cresswell on
22nd./23rd. (ERM). ILatter were identified as belonging to the Eurasian race.
Pink-footed Goose,
5 §t Grindon on 15th, (LGM) increased to 7 on 19th. (ERM), 1-2 at Middleton, Cresswell
B¥ent~ GSose. and Ross.
Up to 37 at Fenham Flats all month (MW et sy
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Canada Goose,
Up to 46 in Hallington/Sweethope/Colt Crag area.

Egyptian Goose,.
1 with Canada Geese in Hallington/Colt Crag area.

Mute Swan.
18 at Beal on 19th.(MW) and 17 at Amble on 23rd.(J&RMcC).

Whooper Swane.

Declining, 125 in Wark/Norham area on 1st.(ETN/JRN), 100 at Fenham Flats on 8th.
when 20 at Budle (MN). 80 at Holywell on 21st.(JEF), 44 pp.Middleton on 2nd.(ERM),
33 at Grindon on 15th.(LGM) and up to 25 at locations such as Prestwick Carr,

Bywell and Bradford.s 2 were killed at Burradon on 8th. when they flew into overhead

Rough-legged Buzzard. cables (AG).
1 at Wolsingham on 18th, (THW) and 1 in Kielder Forest on 25th., had been present for
about two weeks (ERM)., '

Sparrowhawk.
1-2 noted at 11 different and varied localities.

Peregrine.
Singles noted at Ryton, Hepburn and Cheviot (KW/BL).

Merlin,
Up to 3 in Blaydon area during month (KW) with singles at Hallington, Hielder,

Holy Island and Kenton.

Kestrel,
1 roosting on the floodlights at SteJames 'Park most of month (AJR).

Coot,
100 at Seaton Burn on 19th.(4Jdm) and 65 at Brasside on 23rd.(DLS).

Oystercatcher,

200 at Budle on 23rd.(BG). Passage/return to inland sites suggested by 3 at Carham
on 7th., 2 at Whittle Dene on 15th., 2 at Hexham on 17th. and up to 20 at Grindon
Lough, peaking on 28th,

La EWiZﬁ °

Some large flocks still apparent with 2000 at Whittle Dene on 1st.(EP), 1500 at

Tranwell on 15th.(MSH), 1000 at Seaton Burn on 13th. (AJm) and 500-800 at Budle,

Blyth, Holywell, Chollerford and Grindon, Light W movement over Northumbrian Loughs
on 2nd, (LGM).

Ringed Plover,
35 at Newton on 4th.(MW) and display noted in Druridge Bay on 5th.(RW). 1 at

Newton on 17th. was wearing a yellow colour ring (MW),

Grey Plovers.
200 at Goswick on 15the(per BL) and 50 at Budle on 23rd.(BG). 4 at Amble on 23rd.

Golden Plover, (J&RMCC)
Up to 800 at Monks House, Seahouses (MW). 100-300 at Holy Island, Tranwell, Hadston
and Grindon. Noted at breeding territory at Redesdale on 25th.(ERM).

Common Snipe,
30 at Prestwick Carr on 8th.(ERM).

Jack Snipe.
1 at Blaydon on 15th, (LJM),

Curlew,
300 at Newton on 23rd.(IK), 200 at Budle on 23rd. (BG), up to 75 at Monks House (MW)
and 40-50 at Amble and St. Mary's (J&RMcE/BG). A few had returned to moorland areas

Black-tailed Godwit. after 15th,
1 at Budle Bay on 23rd.(BG).

Bar-tailed Godwit.
200 at Budle Bay on 23rd.(BG).

Green Sandpiper.

1 at War%Xﬁﬁgh on 1st,(JPD/EML), 1 at Kirkley Hall on 5th.(AHB) and 3 at Seaton Burn

on 24th, -3 - /Common Sandpiper, 3 3




Common Sandpiper,

1 at Warkworth on 4th.(MW) and 8th.,(JPD/EML) has possibly wintered in the area.
Spotted Redshank,

1 in Budle Bay all month (BG/EH et al).

Greenshani,
1-2 at Warkworth/Amble/Alnmouth all month (J&RMcC/RW) probably included the single
seen there on 19th. January (JEF). 2 at Goswick on 15th. (BL).

Knot,
500 at Seahouses on 11th,(MW).

Purple Ssrdpiper,

50 at Seahouses on 11th. and 200 at Bamburgh on 23rd.(BG/MW).

Dunlin,

At least 1000 in Budle on 23rd.(BG) and 250 at Boulmer on the same day.

Senderling,

100 at Whitburn on 11th.(THW) reduced to 50 by 22nd.(DLS). 32 at Holy Island on Sth,

Ruff, (W) o
1 at Monks House on 6th.,(MW) may have wintered.

Lesser Black-backed Gull,
1 at Prudhoe on 6%th.(AJR), 2 at Annstead on 22nd. and 2 at Budle on 23rd.(BG).

Common Gull.
Large roosts of 8000 at Druridge during month (ERM/JAG) and 2000 at Budle on 23rd.

Glaucons Gull, Ty
An immature in North Shields Fish Quay/St.Mary's/Seaton Sluice area 1st.-18th. An
immature at Amble on 23rd, (J&RMcC).

TIceland Gull,

e rrom—r e ot

An immature at Seaton Sluice on 15th./16th. (EH/JP/KW).

Little Culi.

P

An immature S at Seaton Sluice on 9th. (KW).

Black~headed Gull,
Roost of a¢ least 1000 at Budle on 23rd.(BG). 400 at Newton Pool on the same day.
(IX).

Kittiyaket
1 at Blaydon Pond on 14th, (MH),

Wood Pigeon,

1000 at Szaton Burn on 13th., 1500 at Holywell on 19th. (Adm). Among large numbers
at Gosfortvh Park on 23rd. there were 4 who, while still alive, appeared to be
sugfering from poisoning (BB).

Barn Owl,
Noted at Monks House, Tritlington, Wark, Cramlington and Horton Grange.

Little Owl,

o i rm——r

Noted at Kirxley, Shiremoor and Heaton Park.

Long-cared Owl.
1 calling av Ulgham on 10th.(per BL) and 1 roosting near Backworth on 19th.(JEF).

Short-cares Owle
5 at Fenham Flats on 10th. when 3 roosting at Bebside (per BL)e 4 at Wallsend
Swallow on 14th.(MH/AKI) and singles at Holywell, Killingworth and Monks House.

Kingfisher,
Singles at Gosforth, Ponteland and Warkworth.

Green Wooduzcker.
2 at Stocksiield and also noted displaying at Hartford.

Sky. Lork,
Flock of at least 200 at Hadston on 16th. (MSH).
Ravern.

of eiéht sites so far checked only one shows signs of being occupied.
-4 - /Jackdaw



Jackdaw,
Flock of 500 near Warenford on 23rd.(WAK).

Marsh Tit.
Noted in small numbers at Devils Water (EC), Bolam (WAK) and Howick (ERM).

Willow Tit.
Noted at Wark/Tyne (AG) and Holywell Dene (MSH).

Nuthatch,
1=2 at Bolam and Hamsterley Mill (WAK/EP). Indications of a spread downstream from

Durham City (DLS).

Dipper. .
Noted at Bothal Woods on 28th., only four miles from coas?t (JEF). Noted in song at

Thropton on 7th.(MSH),
Fieldfares
Suggestions of a commencement of pre-emigration flocking with 700 at Kirkley on 15th.

(MSH), 500 on N.Tyne on 22nd.(AG), 350 at Walbottle on 15th.(AJdJn) and 250 at Rothby
on 2nd. (ERM)

RedWingn
Noted moving E over Wylam at mid month suggesting emigration (per BB) with flocks of

up to 100 at Hamsterley on 9th. and 19th., Kirkley and Allenbanks on 15th, and
moving E over Heddon during last week (EAS et al).

Ring Ouzel.

A remarkably early (or wintering?) record of 1, possibly 2, near Chillingham on 23rd.
(WAK) .

Stonechat.

Prominent in coastal areas with at least 6 at Budle and 9 at Newton/Dunstanburgh on
23rd.(BG/MH)., Also noted at Amble, Warkworth, Howick, Druridge and Whitburn and
inland at Ashington, Morpeth, Cramlington, Blaydon and Seaton Burn,

Black Redstart.
1 still present at Whitburn on 22nd.(DLS).

Blackcag.

The increlible secries of sightings continues with up to 7 in Blaydon/Ryton area (KW),
a pair at West Monkseaton, 1 at Preston and 1-2 at Hexham, Corbridge, Stocksfield,
Morpeth and Hepscott. Singing males were heard at two of the localities!

Chiffchaff.

Not to be outnumbered by the Blackcap, singles were at Wallington on 2nd.(BM),
Morpeth on 7th.(per BL), Seaton Sluice on 9th.(KW) and at Linton, Bedlington and
Denton Burn between 24th.-28th.(BG per BL).

Grey Wagtail,
Noted at Warkworth, Jesmond Dene, Bardon Mill, Holywell Dene and Blaydon.

Waxwing,

Flocks continued to be reported with 60-90 at Slaley 6th.~10th.(CJ), 70 at Hexham on
%th.(RG/WB) when 80 at Ryton (KW), 35 at Stocksfield on 25th. (J&RMcC) and 30 at
Wallsend Swallow on 14th. (AKI). Up to 12 noted at Broomley, Morpeth, Acomb, Blaydon
Great Grey Shrike. i
The Blaydon bird that was seen all month was watched chasing a Blue Tit on 9th.(MH/
JMG et al). 1 at Killingworth on 10th, (per BL).

Hawfinch.

2 at Hexham on 19th.(per BL).

Greenfinch,

Flock of 300 at Holywell Dene on 9th. (MSH).

Goldfinch.

Flock of 62 at Anmitsford on 26th. (BM).

Siskin.

gbout twelve pairs at Horsley on 26th, (JEF), 8 at Ryton during month (KW) and 5 at
ont Reservoir on 2nd. (ERM).

Linnet.
50 at Druridge on on 23rd.(ERM) -5 - ' /Redpoll



Redpoll.
150 at Tunstall on 18th. (THW).,

Crossbill,

5 at Halleypike on 2nd. 6 at Wark Forest on 15th. when song and display was
observed (LGM). 50-60 at Kielder on 18th. where a female had been seen carrying
nesting material early in month (per BL). 1 singing at Redesdale on 25th. (ERM)
where they are "very common this year",

Brambling,
20 at each of Slaley and Stocksfield on 2nd./3rd.(BL/TIM). 100 at Hesleyside on
22nd,. (AG) and 1-2 at Bellingham and Mitford,

Corn Bunting.
50-60 at Ryton most of month (KW).

Reed Bunting.
c«300 roosting at Blaydon on 15th. (LJM).

Lapland Bunting.
3N at Druridge on 23rd.(JAG/ERM).

Snow Bunting.,
80 at South Shields on 22nd. and 25-40 at Ross, Cheviot and Long Nanny. 1-10 at
Seahouses, Boulmer, Cresswell, Kielderhead and Whitburn.

Tree Sparrow,
100 at Durham most of month (DLS).
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All March records to Bryan Galloway, 115 Southway, Newcastle Upon Tyne,NE15 7RD,
These must be sent in BEFORE APRIL 9th. please, as he will no longer be at that
address after that date, This also applies to members sending SsA.E. for supplies
of record cards.

CLUB NEWS & NOTES

As Spring migration gets under way among the birds and Bird Recorders, please note
a local movement in the case of our chairman. His new address is nearer Prestwick
Carr! J.A.GINNEVER, 32 THE CREST, DINNINGTON GREEN, DINNINGTON, NEWCASTLE/TYNE.

CLUB MEETING, Thursday, 10th.April, 7, 15pm

For the last meeting of the Spring we welcome ARTHUR GILPIN to speak on 'Birding
from the Borders to Shetland'. As a nationally known illustrator and bird
photographer (Leeds University made him an honorary M.Sce. for his photography); as
a Council member of the R.S.P.B. and Yorkshire Naturalists' Trust, his many years!'
experience and slides should provide us with a memorable talk which you are urged
not to misse NOTE: 7.15pm START due to new University regulations.

FIELD TRIP, Sunday, 13theApril
Coach trip/walk Fenham Mill - Ross. 4 miles.
Meet Baxter's, Tynemouth 7.30am
" Hancock Museum 8. 00am Cost: £1.10
Leader: Bryan Galloway

B.T.0. ROOKERY SURVEY 1975

It is encouraging to hear from Geoff. Macfarlane that, on.paper at least, 100%

coverage of Northumberland and Tyneside has been achieved, Assuming sickness or

other mishaps do not prevent volunteer observers from getting out in the field, it
fanly < s




B.T. 0, ROCKERY SURVEY continued

will be possible for the first time to determine accurately the total breeding
population of the Rook in our area, together with much ancillary data. Previously,
it hardly seemed possible to obtain such a coverage and Geoff and his team are to
be congratulated, Perhaps we shall hear the results of this March/April effort at

a future meeting.

FRIENDLY RELATICNS
The N.H.S. are engaged in a recruiting drive for members and we are pleased to i

assist them by enclosing details with this bulletin,

The ReS.P.B. ars bringing Dr. ERIC ENNION to Newcastle on 22nd. Aprils., His talk:
'An Artist in Northumbria' will be in the University Refectory Ballroom at 7.30pm.
Tickets (30p and 15p) from Windows. Dr. Ennion's work at Monks'House in the 19508
had a great influence on birdwatching in the county and much of the ringing now
carried out can be traced back directly to this influence,

COLOUR RINGING

To assist Neil Duncan of Durham University in his study of Herring Gulls nesting in
colonies in the North East, T.B.C. members are asked to keep a look out for colour
ringed birds of that species., Details are required -

a) Of ring colours and combinations, together with time
and place of observation.
b) Colour ringed birds actually in nesting colonies.
c) Locations of any colonies containing Herring and Lesser
Black-backed Gulls.
This information should be sent in the forst instance to:
Eric Meek, 7 Shaftoe Way, Dinnington, Newcastle upon Tyne.

CLUB ESSAY COMPETITION

The competition is open to all young people in the area, in the 12-16yrs. age Zroup.
The essay should be on an ornithological subject and based preferably on personal
research or observation (perhaps during the summer holidays). Closing date for
entries is September 30th. 1975. Purther information and entry forms should be
obtained from:

Mr. J,A.Ginnever, Monkseaton High Sche, .Seatonville Rd. Whitley Bay,

Although this notice is being circulated to all the schools in the area, we
naturally hope to see a strong entry from our own Jjunior members,
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TYNESIDE BIRD CLUB

March 1974

SUMMARY
March was undoubtedly the coldest month of the winter a2s unfamiliar N winds, often

gale force, dominated the weather, especially after mid month. Snow fell during
the last week of the month although 1t only persisted inland on high greound, The
much expected arrival of summer visitors in numbers was thus thwarted and, by the
end of the month, only Garganey, Whimbrel, Sandwich Tern, 4 Wheatears, a Ring
Ouzel and 2 White Wagtails had been reported.

Lesser Black-backed Gulls were more conspicuous, however, at a time when other
Gulls were also moving N, including Glaucous and Iceland. The strong N winds also
brought migrating Gannets close inshore, especially after 28th., with Kittiwakes
also moving in large numbers.

The traditional pre-—emigration build up of PFieldfares was witnessed from 23rd.
when Redwings were also in evidence and an interesting return passage of Waxwings
was also apparent,

Blackcaps, which have been a feature of the winter, seemed to decline during the
month, especially after 17th. -~ coincident with the onset of wintry conditions.

April has brought 2 reports of Osprey followed by a flush of migrants, especially
at the coast, during heavy rain but higher temperatures on 19th. More details
next month,

CLASSIFIED LIST

Black-throated Diver,
I at Cresswell Pond on 23rd. (per BL).

Great Northern Diver.
Off Seaton Sluice 1S5 on 2nd., 1N on 23rd. and 1N and 1S on 30th. (KW).

Red-threated Diver, .
More reports than in February with: off Seaton Sluice 23N and 155 on 22nd./23rd.
(KR) and 2535 from 28th. - 31st.(KW), 1-4 noted off Ross, Alnmouth, Seahouses and

Holy Island,

Great Crested Grebe,. i
1-2 noted at Gosforth, Seaton Burn, Catcleugh, Sweethope, Colt Crag, Greenlee and
Brasside with 3 at Hallington and up to 4 at Whittle Dene.

Red-necked Grehe,
1-2 in Bamburgh, and Ross grea on Sth. but, more unusually, 2 off Alnmouth on 30th.

(EC/RH)

Slavonian Grebe.
At least 20 off Ross on 8th, (EC/RH).

Little Grebe,
1-2 noted at eleven waters with 7 at Broomlee Lough on 15th.(LGM et al). Off Holy
Island 1 on 31st.(LGM).

Manx Shearwater,
A very early bird off Seaton Sluice on 22nd, (KW),

Gannet.,

A few movipg N after 16th, with her vy passage occurring 29th.=-31st. when 326N off
Seaton Sluice. Also small er numbers noted off Hauxley, Dunstanburgh, Alnmouth,
Seahouses and Bamburgh.

-1 - /Cormorant



Cormorant.
Up to 250 roosting on Marsden Rock (THW)», Inland up to 30 on R.Wear at Washington
(WWR) peaking on 16th., up to 4 at Wallsend Swallow (AC) and 1 at Hallington (LGM).

Shag,
A gathering of 77 off Holy Island on 31st,(LGM/AJR).

Heron,
1-2 noted at Wallsend, Killingworth and Mitford, also Holywell and further inland
at Colt Crag, near Targdet and at Edmondbyers.

Chilean Flamingo., ‘
Singles at each of Budle Bay and Wallsend Swallow all monthe

White Pelican,
The Warkworth bird was present all month.,

Mallard,

300 at Holywell on 4the (Adm) decreasing to 100 by 24th. Up to 200 noted at Whittle
Dene, especially before 15th., including 2 albino birds (JSB/ERM) 120 at Hallington
on 9the (ERM) but much smaller numbers elsewhere.

Teal-

Up to 93 at Grindon during month peaking on 28th. (LGM). 40-50 at each of Holy
Island (on31st.) and Washington (all month). Up to 25 at Gosforth, Whittle Dene
and near Earsdon,.

Garganey.
A pair near Seaton Burn on 31st. were the first of the spring (BL).

Wigeon, -
Max. at Grindon Lough of 240 on 23rd, (LGM/EAS/ERM) but only 100 left in Budle Bay
on 7th.(RNC)e Up to 40 noted at Whittle Dene, Gosforth, Linton and Cresswell.

Pintailo
1 at Holywell 1st.-4th.(AJm/PW); 1 on Holy Island on 31st.(AJR) when 2 were at
Washington, 1 having been present all the month,

Shoveler, :

Passage suggested with 12 (all drakes) at Holywell on 12th. (MGC/JEF) and 2-6 at
Gosforth, Seaton Burn, Whittle Dene, Wallsend, Grindon, Broomlee and Pallinsburn
between 15the~29th. Most reports were of drakes only.

Scaup.

A pair at Cresswell Pond 26the=31st. (MSH/J&RNMcC/RN)s 2N off Seaton Sluice on 31s9d,
(KR/KW)

Tufted Duck.

Largest counts were 80-90 on Northumbrian Loughs all month (LGM); 60-70 at Seaton

Burn on 2nd.(BH); 45-50 at Gosforth 13the~24th. (AJm) with up to 40 at Hazlerigg,

Holywell, Whittle Dene, Blaydon, Cresswell, Washington, Lilburn and Holy Island.

Pochard,

Most numerous at Gosforth where g max. of 60 was noted on 13the (AdJm) and still 35
on 24th. 32 at Grindon on 1st.(LGM) and 12 at Cresswell on 31st.(MSH)e Off Seaton
Sluice 1S on 8th, (KW) was unusual.

Goldenexe.

Some large gatherings as passsage progressed with maxe.counts ef 39 at Holywell on
2nd. (M&JIN); 43 at Northumbrian ILoughs on 1ste (LGM) though still 41 on 15the 3 31=33
at Whittle Dene 1ste=15the (JSB); 37 on the ReTyne at Heddon after 16the (BG/JSB/EAS)
and 10-20 at Hallington, Capheaton, Sweethope and off Seaton Sluice. Many pairs
were watched in courtship display, '

-2 = /Long~tailed Duck



Long~tailed Duck,
Only reports from Holy Island area were 2 on 23rd.(WAK) and 8 on 28th. (JDMcE),

2N Seaton Sluice on 31ste(XKW),.

Common Scoter.,
78 off Bamburgh an 28th. (JDMcE) and up to 35 off Seaton Sluice and Almmouth.

Mevements off Seaton Sluice involved 15N on 9th. and 22N and 358 on 23rd,

Red~breasted Merganser,
10 off Bamburgh on 28th. and off Seaton Sluice 1-2N on each of 25th., 30th,, 31st.

Goosander,
A further increase in the Seaton Burn/Gosforth flock to 21 by 22nde (RMD/JD/AJM et al)

with 12 still present en 31st. At least 20 at Colt Crag on 2nd.(EH); 10-11 on
Greenlee Lough 1ste.~15the (LGM) and 12 at Whittle Dene on 9th.(ERM), Well reported
in small groups on R.Tyne below Corbridge and 1-4 noted off Almmouth and Seaton .
Sluice with 21W over Newcastle on 10th.(BL)es A return to breeding sites was
apparent from 16the with 1~6 pairs at Bellingham, Ford, Hepple, Featherstone
Castle and Linhope,

Smew.
A female at Whittle Dene 9the~2%he (J3B/ERM).

Shelduck,

Max,of 170 reported at Budle Bay on 7th.(RNC) with 15 at Amble and 5 pairs at
Cresswell on 29th,(RN). Off Seaton Sluice 11N on 22nd. and 8N on 31st. with 1-2
on four other dates. 3 at Washington 1st.-9th., then 1 until 14th.(AT),.

Greylag Goose,

Up to 500 at each of Lowick and Budle Bay 29th.-31st.(RH/WIR). Maxima ef 180 at
Hallington on 16th.(WB/RG) and 90 at Grindon on 9th, (ERM) though still 80 at the
latter on 29th. (ETN/JRN). 80 at Broomlee on 15th. were probably the Grindon birds
(LGM). Up to 12 noted at Cresswell and 6 at Sweethope (JCD/D3C).

White-fronted Goose,
2 at Hallington on 9th.(ERM).

Pink-footed Goose.
Singles at Washington all month (WWR), Hallington on 9the (ERM) and Cresswell on

15th, (perBL),

Brent Goose,
Still 7 on Fenham Flats on 31ste (LGM/AJR).

Canada Goose,
65 in Colt Crag/Hallington/Sweethope area on 2nd.(EH/JP).

Mute Swans,

25 at Ellington on 28th, was unusual though only 8 at Amble on the same day suggesks
that they were probably from that area (JDMcE/RN). 6 at Wallsend Swallow increased
to 14 from 12th, (AC).

Whooper Swan, '

Still well reported. About 120 at Holywell on 2nd. (M&JN) reduced to 23 by 30th,
(ETN/JRN/JEF et al). Up to 32 at Grindon at a peak between 15the~28the (LGM et al).
As the return and passage progressed, flocks of 11-17 were noted grazing near -
Lucker, Shaftoe, Bywell and Bradford with 2 near Chatton. The 2 flightless birds
still reside at Wallsend Swallow,

Rough-legged Buzzard,
1 was seen at Blagdon on 16th, (per BL).

Sparrowhawk.
Widespread reports received,

-3 = /Goshawk



Goshawk.,
1 present at a locality in the SW pf Northumberland on 9th.

Hen Harrier,
A female near Slaggyford on 30th.(LGM) and 1 near Belford on 31st.(WAK).

Gyr Palcon.
1 at Howden on 13th./14the was wearing a 'jess' on one leg (KW).

Merlin,
1 at Washington on 5th. (WWR) and 1N at Seaton Sluice on 23rd, (KW). Well inland
singles noted at Halleypike, Slaggyford, Catton and Dargues.

Kestrel,
Widespread reports included a pair at a crag nest site as early as 2nd.(ERM et al).

Black Grouse,
Up to 12 cocks noted at Threestone Burn (per BL).

Red-legged Partridge.
Noted in Blagdon area as usual.

Coot,
100 at Seaton Burn most of month (AJm).

Oystercatcher,

60 at St.Mary's on 24th.(KR) and inland up to 44 noted in Bardon Mill area as
passage progressed (LGM/EAS). Also up to 9 at Grindon Lough with some pairs in
residence at inland breeding sites after mid month,

Lapwing, ;
Largest flocks were 400 at Stannington on 2nd,. (MSH) and 300 near Hartley on 5th.
(CMA).

Grey Plover,

150-180 at Budle Bay on 9th.(RW) with 1-4 at Seahouses, Alnmouth and Amble (EC/RH/
J&RMeZ)

Golden Plover,

Some interesting flocks as passage progressed with between 22nd.-30th., 2000 at

Longframlington, 800 at Stannington, 530 at Linton and 300 near Ilderton. Earlier

in the month flocks of 30~60 had been seen at Blanchland and Sweethope (JCD/ERM/RN/

EAS).

Turnstone,
Max. of 100 at St.Mary's on 8th.(BG).

Common Snipe,
Largest gathering was of 30 at Gosforth on 28th, (ETN/JRN).

Jagk Snipe,

1 at Holywell on 9th. (M&JIN); 1 at Seaton Burn on 16th. (IK) and up to 2, possibly
3 at Alnmouth 30the/31st« (EC/RH).

Woodcock,

An int?resting series of records between 22nd.-30th, probably involWed both birds
returning to breeding areas and passage birds as 1-3 were noted at Gosforth, Earsdon,
Blaydon, Stannington, Allendale, Slaggyford and Edmondbyers,

Curlew,.

Maxima of 48 at St.Mary's on 8th,(BG) and 30 at Holywell on 28th.(RN), 60 at
Grindon on 9th.(ERM) and 18 at Hallington on 16th. (WB/RG). Well established in
breeding territory near Bardon Mill on 23rd. (EAS).

Whimbrel.
Some unusually early reports, all of birds N at Seaton Sluice, with # on 8th., 1 on
22nde, 7 on 23rd, and 12 on 30th. (KR/JP/KW/HW),
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Bar-tailed Godwit, ‘ .
S5till at least 250 at Holy Island on 31st.(AJR), 1N at Seaton Sluice on 22nd. (KR).

Redshank, ’ '
80 at Washington on 28th, (WWR) and an unusual flock of 50 at Seaton Burn on 19th.

(AJm) was obviunusly on passage. Present in breeding areas near Brenkley ?n 1;th.
CMA).

Spotted Redshank.

The Budle Bay bird was present until at least 9th. (RW),

Greenshank,
1 at Alnmouth on 29th.(RN).

Knot,
Only report was of 40 in Budle Bay on 7th.(RNC),

Purple Sandpiper.
Maxe. in Seaton Sluice/St.Mary's area was 180 on 8th. (BG).

Sanderling.
120-161 at St.Mary's 7th.~24th, with a peak on 24th. (KR/PW/BG/TPMW).

Lesser Black-backed Gull.,

Singles at Colt Crag on 1st. and Blaydon on 2nd, (EC/RH/MH). 2 at each of Seaton
Burn on 13th. and 16th., and Grindon on 18th, (IK/WB/RG/AJm). Many reports 22nd.-
31st. as N passage progressed, even from as far inland as Allendale. Largest
flock was of 30 near Ulgham on 29th,(KR). Birds with very dark mantles were noted
at Gosforth (6 on 29th,) and on Alnwick Moor (4 on 31ste (JEF/AJR) .

Glaucous Gull.

During the strong N winds in the last week of the month a light passage was
suggested with possibly as many as 11 individuals being seen from Seaton Burn
between 22nd.-30th., On 29th. 5 were together at the sewage outlet and another 2N,
During the same period 1-3 were noted at nearby North Shields, Blyth and Holywell
and farther afield at Amble (KW/KR/JEF/ERM et al). Earlier in the month singles
were at Seahouses on 2nd.(IK) and at North Shields on 8th. (AJR). All were immatures,

Iceland Gull.

1 in the Seaton Sluice area all month until it was joined by another on 28th.(JEF/
JP/EH/KR et al). On 29th. 4, all immatures, were feeding together with 5 Glaucous
Gulls at the sewage outlet and providing a truly amazing, if not unprecedented,
Spectacle. However, only 1 remained on 30th. (KW) . Inland at Blaydon an adult was
seen on 23rd. and an immature appeared there on 26th. (MH).

Kittiwake,.

A heavy N movement off Seaton Sluice involved birds passrng at up to 800/hr. (ERM/
MSH/KW). Inland records involved singles at Washington and Blaydon on 14th. and
23rd. respectively,

Sandwich Tern.
The first and only sighting was of 1N off Seaton Sluice on 31st. (KW).

Stock Dove,
Noted at Holywell and Ross.

Barn Owl,

Noted at Brunton, Shankhouse and Ravensworth with 1 dead (cause unknown) at
- Stonehaugh.

Long-eared Owl.

Still roosting near :Badworth on 19th.(JEF). 1 found dead on road near Alnwick on

14th. (EC), Pair returned to 2 nest site near Slaley by 9the.(perBL). ]
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Short-eared Owl.

3 at Hartley on 1st. were possibly the same group seen in the Holywell area 4th.-
19the (EH/AJm/MN/EC)., 1 at Budle on 22nd.(WSC) and 1 at Seaton Sluice on 23rd.(KR/
KW)e 1 at Brunton on 30th, (AHB),

Kingfisher., -
The only record was of 1 near Wylam on 30th, (BG).

Green Woodpecker.
Noted at Langleeford, Swinhoe, Breamish Valley and Warkworth.

Great Spotted Woodpecker.
Noted at Powburn, Wooler, Harbottle, Ridley Mill, Stannington, Healey, Whitley Bay
and Hamsterley Mille.

Lesser Spotted Woodpecker,

A bird heard drumming at Hamsterley Mill on February 24th. was seen on March 5th,
(EP). Singles were noted visiting birdtables at Redesmouth and Barrasford during
month (perBL).

Skylark.
Still flock of at least 100 near Hallington on 9th. (ERM) when others had paired in
breeding areas.

Raven.,
Of the twenty-eight nest sites checked none was occupied although 2 were displaying
in the Cheviots on 16th. (WLR/ERM).

Hooded Crow.
Singles at Washington on 13the(AT), Morpeth 23rd. and 29th.(KR) and Amble on 26thy

(J&RMcC)
Rook,
Flock of 100 feeding amongst heather high on the moors on Hexham Common on 2nd,
' (LaM) .
Magpie,

A tired bird on open moorland on the R.Irthing on 23rd.(LGM) Flock of 17 at
Hallington on 15th. (AKI).

Marsh Tit.
Noted at Bolam.

Willow Tit,
Noted at Gosforth, Bolam and Broomley.

Long-tailed Tit,.
Small flocks still apparent early in month but by the end only pairs were reported.

Nuthatch,
e —————
1-2 noted at Bolam, Wallington and Hamsterley Mill.

Fieldfare,

Some large flocks involved in pre-emigration gatherings inland, especially from
23rd, with 1500 in Hexhamshire; 1000 at Stocksfield; 800 at Edlingham; 500 at
BRllingham and Palstone and up to 300 =t Stannington, Knowesgate, Wooler, Felton
Throckley, Otterburn and Alwinton, Earlier in the month 150 were at Lilburn on g
2nde when 300 were at Kirkwhelpington (WLR/ERM),

Song Thrush,
By 31st. 4 young had fledged from a nest at Whickham (Lam).

Redwd !E °

Steady bassage through Hamsterley Mill all month (EP) but numbers much less than
for.Fleldfare. Largest flocks were 50-100 at Stocksfield, Cambo, Benton,
Edlingham, Stannington and Newbrough, especially after 22nd.

/Ring Ouzel




Ri H.E OuZGl.
An early coastal migrant at St.Mary's on 16th.(KR).

Blackbirde.
Passage suggested by 40 near Slaley on 4th.(CJ) and 15 at Hauxley on 9th. (HRS).
An early nest in a pile of scaffolding at Gosforth on 13th. (RWM).

Wheatear,
First report was of 3 at Seaton Sluice on 23rd. (KW), Only other report was of 1
near Redesmouth on 27th.(per BL).

Stonechate. ‘
Singles noted inland at Wallsend Swallow, Elsdon and Washington with up to 4 at
Holywell .

Blackcap,

1=2 reported at Morpeth, Wallington, Hexham, Wylam, Ryton and Corbridge until 17th.
Only subsequent record was of 1 at Ryton on 25th. A pair at Hamsterley Mill f.
from a birdtable on chicken and cheese,

Chiffchaff,

At Cramlington, 1 on 9th, fed on aphids on rose bushes. It was present an many
subsequent dates (BM). Singles at Washington on 17th.(THW); Denton Burn on 22nd.
(BG) and Hauxley on 31st.(HRS).

Meadow Pipkte.
Passage suggested by a large flock at Hamsterley Mill on 23rd.(EP) and a light X
movement over Hauxley on 31st.(HRS).

White Wagtail.
2 with 6 Pied Wagtails at Boulmer on 28th.(IK).

Grey Wagtail,
Noted on breeding territory at Hamsterley Mill, Matfen, Hallington and Whittle
Dene. 1 still in urban habitat in Newcastle City Centre on 29th.(BG).

Waxwing.

Reports from 20 different localities suggested return passage throughout the month.
The largest flocks were of 25-30 at each of Stannington, Thropton, Hexham,
Ponteland, Slaley and Ilderton and birds were noted as far inland as Upper
Coquetdale and Simonburn.

Great Grey Shrike.
The Blaydon bird was present until at least 26th.(MH et al). Other singles noted
at Hepple on 14th.(perBL); Boldon on 29th. (JCD) and Ponteland on 31st.

Hawfinche
Up to 14 noted at Washington Refuge and Coxgreen during month (DLS/WWR). 1 near
Ladypark on 30th.(RH).

Greenfinch.
Roost of 500 at Ravensworth on 2nd. (LJM).

Goldfincha
TLargest flock was of 18 at Lowick on 30th.(WLR).

SiSkino

A few at each of Hamsterley Mill (EP), Jesmond Dene (ERH) and Edlingham (BG) after
23rd.

Crossbille

1 at Greenlee on 15the (LGM) and 2 near Halleypike on 28th.
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Brambling.
Noted only at Rothbury (1) and Haydon Bridge (*)) (WAK/LGM) .

Yellowhammer,
70 roosting at Kibblesworth on 9th. (LJM).

Lapland Bunting,

1 on Holy Island on 23rd, (WAK).

Snow Bunting,
Only reports were of 20 on Middlehope Moor, Weardale on 2nd.(WAK) and 4 near Blyth
on 9th. (M&JIN,

Tree Sparrow,
Flocks of 15 at Whitley Bay (JDMcE) and at Hazlerigg (RMD/JD).
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RECORDER = CHANGE OF ADDRESS
Please send all April reports to Bryan Galloway, 3 Grosvenor Court, Chapel Park,
Westerhope, Newcastle upon Tyne by May 9th. please.

CLUB NEWS & NOTES

Summer Recess.
Our next club meeting will be on Thursday, Sept. 11th. at 7.15pm.

Field Trip, Sunday, May 18tha

By car to Hulne Park nr. Alnwick. This will be led by Mike Hodgson, but members
wishing to go should contact Keith Dures at N/S 75928 for details ef arrangements,
Offers of spare seats in cars will be most welcome,

B.T. 0. ROOKERY SURVEY *.1975
It is probable that most members will have completed their field work by the end of
April. Completed record cards should be sent to the local organiser as soon as
possible. Any 10km. squares not covered completely should be indicated as these
mgy form the basis for a 'mini-survey' in 1976.

B.T.0. GREAT CRESTED GREBE CERNSUS 1995

The main census is to take place on 31st. May/1st. June, covering all waters where
there is g possibility of the birds breeding. The club's area has 40 potential
sites including the Border lochs, so that as many volunteers as possgible are
required, together with offers to collect more detailed breeding data. Again, the
local organiser is Geoff.Macfarlane, 31 Wreay Walk, Cramlington NE23 6LJ.

PLACE NAMES
It would assist both the recorder and readers eof less familiar place names could be
followed by an associated and familiar town, village or area when sending in your
reports. (e.g. 'Bradford nr. Bamburgh )
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- TYNESIDE BIRD CLUB
April 1975

SUMMARY
The weather was generally unfavourable for assisting the arrival of summer visitors

and, except for the last quarter, the month was cool and wet.

Heavy rain accompanied by strong E., winds on 18th./19th. as a depression moved
rapidly E., across Britain was the turning point in the month, during and after which
summer migrants became more conspicuous, although there had been some indication of
passage of some of the early passerines on 13th. Waders and gulls were also moving
about this time, especially Redshanks and Common Gulls. However, even by the end

of the month some species had still not appeared and others were still in

relatively small numbers.,

A random selection of the more interesting observations included a Diver movement
on 3rd. - 6the.; Smew present until 20th.; an exodus of Grey-lag Geese on about 13th.;

a Marsh Harrier on 25th.; 4 Ospreys and a continued passage of Waxwings.

May hag¢ produced some interesting observations including Pine Grosbeak on Holy Island,

Bluethroats, Wrynecks, Red-backed Shrike and Ortolan Buntings, but more details next

monthe

CLASSIFIED LIST-

Black~throated Diver.
1 off Alnmouth on 13th.(RH).

Red-throated Diver.

A d?stinct N movement on 3rd.-6th. with a total ef 54 counted off Hauxley/: Seaton

Sluice (HRS/KW/PW). Up to 4 off Ross, Holy Island and Alnmouth until at least 18th.
(BG/RH).

Great Crested Grebe,

Present at all those inland localities mentioned in March and a further single bird
was at Blaydon on 4th.(LJM). At Gosforth a pair was watched with 4 young from 21st,
(AJ?gig ?;H?l) and another adult was there also on 21st. Offshore 3~4 off Alnmouth
on . .

Red-necked Grebe,
Only report was of 1 off Holy Island on 13th.(JAG),

Slavonian Grebe,
At least ? off Recss on 13th.(BG et al) and at Washington Pond 1 was present from
22nd. until well into May (RGL/RH/DLS).

Little Grebe.
Up to 3 noted at eleven different waters as far inland as Grindon.

Fulmar,

A total of 18 pairs on three different inland sites near Belford on 20th. (WAK)
274 between Beadnell/Howick on 24th. (JB).

Cormorant,
Inland records involved up to 13 on the R.Wear (WWR) and 1-2 at Hallington, Seaton

Burn and Wallsend Swallow. At Wylam on the R.Tyne 3 were watched perched on trees
on 13th. At Marsden Rock 130 present on 7th. (THW),
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Heron,
Records near the coast involved 1-5 at Cresswell, Howick, Seaton Burn, Gesforth,
Holywell, Linton and Arcot Hall. In Upper Coquetdale three nests were located(JAG).

Flamingos
Singles noted at Budle Bay, Newsham and Wallsend Swallow during month.

Mallard,.
20 at Holywell on 30th, was largest flock reported, (CMA),

Teale.

54 at Grindon on 8th. increased to 92 next day following a hard frost (LGM). Still

41 present on 20th. Elsewhere 35 at Blaydon on 12th.(LJM), 50 at Linton on 13th,
(MSH).

Gadwall,

A pair at Holywell 15th.-27th.(CED/IK/JEF).

Wigeon,

The largest numbers were noted at Grindon, fluctuating between 35 and 300 between
5the-13th. (RGL/LGM/RN), Still a drake present on 2T7the (LGM)« Other counts included
140 at Derwent on 6th.(BL) and 25-30 in Cresswell area on 13th. (MSH). As well as
the Grindon record, a few also lingered at Gosforth where 2=-4 were present on
24th./25th. and at Whittle Dene 1 was still present on 26th. (JSB).

Pintail. ;
1 at Cresswell on 20th.(IK/ETN/JRN) and between 25th.-27th. 1=2 on Holy Island and
4 on Fenham Flats (KR/KW/TRP).

Shoveler,

Spring passage continued with small numbers on many waters where a few, no doubt, .
remain to breeds 12 drakes and 3 ducks at Holywell on 15th. was the largest
concentration (JEF), but up to 8 were noted at Cresswell, Gosforth, Seaton Burn,
Wallsend Swallow, Washington, Arcot Hall, Grindon, Capheaton, Monks House Pool and
Bradford (near Bamburgh), especially after mid month, Offshore records are unusual
but off Seaton Sluice 4N on 19th. and 1N on 26th. (KW).

Ruddy Dack.
The Gosforth Park bird re-appeared on 13th. and remained until at least 21st, (JEF/

AJm/BMe) .
Scaup.
Throughout the month 1-2 at Cresswell and 1 at Holywell., Off Seaton Sluice 2N on
6th.

Tufted Duck,
70 at Seaton Burn on 21st.(AJm) and 40-60 at Gosforth, Holywell, Northumbrian Loughs
as late as 26th. 20-30 at Cresswell, Whittle Dene, Arcot Hall and Blaydon.

Goldeneye,
Largest gatherings were of 26 at Whittle Dene on 12th.(JSB); 28 at Northumbrian

Loughs on 11th.(LGM) and 13 at Caistron(near Thropton) on 2nd.(THW), Towards the
end of the month still 1-4 at Whittle Dene, Hexham, Seaton Burn and Holy Island
after 24th,

Long~tailed Ducke

2N Seaton Sluice on 6th.(KW); up to 14 off Ross on 13th. (BG et al) and a pair off
Holy Island on 24th./25th.(XB).

Velvet Scoters.
About 10 off Berwick on 7th.(MRS) and 1 off Alrmouth on 13th.(RH).

Common Scoter,
20-30 off Ross and Alnmouth rest of month. 25N off Seaton Sluice on 5th./6th.

Eider, '
126 between Beadnell/Howick on 24th.(JB).
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Red-breasted Merganser.
15 off Berwick on T7th.(MRS); 20 off Ross on 13th.(BG et al) and 8N off Newton on

20th.(BG). 6 aff Alnmouth on 10th.(LGM)and 1-2 off Seaton Sluice until 22nd.

Goosander.,
Up to 10 in the Gosforth/Seaton Burn area until 18th. and still 1 at the latter on

on 25th. (AJm/ERM et al), Still 20 at Hallington on 10th. (MRS) and 5 at Greenlee

on 11th.(1LGM). 4 at Budle Bay on 12th.(WGJ). At the end of the month 6 pairs were
on the R.Tyne as far downstream as Prudhoe - Blaydon (per BL), whilst in more
traditional areas breeding pairs were seen in Upper Coquetdale and on the Carey Burn,

Smew,
The Whittle Dene female was last seen on 20th. (JSB) whilst a female, presumably the

same bird, was noted at Hallington on 11th.(JEF).

Shelduck.

200-300 on Lindisfarne Reserve on 13th.(BG et al). At Cresswell 28 on 20th,

obviously included passage birds (ETN/JRN). Off Seaton Sluice 1-3N and S on 5th.,

6th. and 19th.(KW). 1 at Arcot Hall on 26th. (Blin) and a pair at Washington 28th.—
30tha (WWR),

Greylag , Goose,

On 13th. 183 at Colt Crag (JCD); 50 at Grindon (LGM); 30 on Fenham PFlats and 350-

400 in Budle Bay (BG et al). On 2nd./3rd. 1W over Rothbury (ERM) and 12 at

Cresswell., No reports after 13th. when the Budle Bay birds were noted as being

particularly restless.

Brent Goose,
3 dark-bellied birds N off Alnmouth on 6th,.(RH).

Canada Goose,

Largest count in Colt Crag area was 20-25 on 11th, 1-2 in Cresswell/Ellington/South

Linton area most of month. 2 at Capheaton on 1st.(THW) and 2 at Brasside 19th.-30th.
(DLS).

Mute Swan.
An unusual concentration of 35 near Ellington on 9th. (JEF) with 26-28 on nearby
waters until 13th.(LGM/MSH/MN)., 14 at Wallsend Swallow on 1st.(PW).

Whooper Swan.,
Only reports were of 10-11 at Grindon 5th.-13th. (LGM/RGL/RN) but only 1 by 27th. (LGM).
9 in a field near Shaftoe Crags on 1st./2nd. ( ERM/THW).

Sparrowhawk, :
Well reported from inland. Singles at Ross on 13th. and at Alnmouth and Amble on
18th, may have been on passage.,

Hen Harrier,
A female in Wark Forewt on 13th.(ERM) and a female at Cresswell on 26th. was
probably of this species,

Marsh Harrier.
An adult male watched hunting over the reeds at Gosforth Park on 25th. (AHB) later
flew off SE.

Osgrex.

An interesting series of observations involved 1 at Washington on 12th.(WWR); 1 at
Holywell from 14th.~20th, (JEF/CED et al); 1 at Broomlee Lough on 27th.(DLSc.) and
an unconfirmed report of 1 at Bolam in mid month. :

Peregrine.

1 stooping at pigeons at Cresswell on one day (JKJ) - date not given,

Merlin, ‘
Away from breeding territory - more details in a future bulletin - 1 in Holy Island

area 10th.-13th. (MH/JAG),
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Kestrel.

An unusual sighting of 5 hunting with 5 Short-eared Owls near Carter Bar on 27the
(ERM).

Red Grouse.

Plentiful on Simonsides and on Allendale Moors.

Red-legged Partridge,
1 near Kirkley on 2nd.

COOt.

120 at Seaton Burn 0n 10th,(AJm) declined to 60 by 29th.(ERM/PW et al)e. 57 in
S.Linton area on 13th.(MSH) probably indicative of passage at that time. 2 diluted
specimens in residence on a pond near Wylam (CR/BG).

Oystercatcher,

100 at Ross on 13th.(BG) and 30 at Bardon Mill(well inland) on 8th. (LGM), 1-=3
passage birds at Washington and Whittle Dene after 23rd. Also 71 on the shore
Beadnell/Howick on 24th.(JB).

Grey Plover,
60 at Goswick on 10th.(MH) and at least 20 at Ross on 13th. (BG).

Golden Plover.

Between 8th.-20th. flocks of 100-400 noted in Allendale, near Falstone, .
Longframlington and Backworth were probably all birds of the northern race. On 27th.
many pairs were incubating eggs on the moors in Allendale (LGM),

Turnstone,

150 at St.Mary's on 23rd.(MGC) and 123 Beadnell-Howick on 24th.(JB).
Common Snipe.,

25 at Holywell on 4th,(MN) was largest flock reported.

Jack Snipe,
A late bird at Holywell from 24th.~29th. (CED/JEF/MN) .

Woodcock,
1 at Gosforth on 21st.(AJdm) and 2-4 roding at Plessey on 27th. (KR et al)e

Curlew,

About 325 on Lindisfarne Reserve on 13the(BG et al) with 120 well inland at
Holystone on the R.Coquet on 10th,(JAG/ERM). 27 at Holywell on 4th.(MN) and eggs
found in Allendale at 1750 feet on 26th.(LGM).

Whimbrel.
Off Seaton Sluice birds passing N involved 2 on 19th. 3 on 23rd., 5 on 26th. (KW)
and 1 on 29th. (ERM),

Black-tailed Godwit.
15 at Seaton Sluice on 16th.(EH), a party of 7 at Newton Pool on 22nd.(WSC) when
1 was near Farsdon (PW) and 2 at Washington on 30th.(RGL).

Bar-tailed Godwit.
50 at Ross on 13th.(BG et al).

Green Sandpiper.
1 at Prudhoe Sewage Works on 3rd.(DMT).

Common Sandpiper.

First noted on 19th. when 1 was at Seaton Sluice (KW). ©Next day 5 at Bardon Mill
(LGM) and 1-2 at Hallington end on N.Tyne. Noted in a few more localities on 22nd./
23rd., but not really conspicuous in breeding areas until after 26th.
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Redshank,
An interesting correlation of records indicating heavy passage 18th,~20th., when

about 500N off Seaton Sluice (KW), 174 at Alnmouth (RH), 60 at Newton Pool (BG) and
138 at Monks House Pool (WGJ). On 13th. flock of 30 at S.ILinton was also unusual
(MSH). Pairs in breeding display in Arcot Hall area on 26th.(BM).

Spotted Redshank.,
1 in Budle Bay 13th.-16th.(JAG/RW); 1 at Cresswell 20th.-26th, (IK/ETN/JRN/JKJ) and
1 at Washington on 30th.(RGL).

Greenshank,
1 at Elwick on 13th.(ABI/BG); 3 at Cresswell on 23rd.(JKJ) and 1 at Prestwick Carp
on 24th, (ERM/JAG).

Knot.
Only record was of 20 at Hauxley on 19th.(HRS).

Purple Sandpiper.,
Only records were of 140 at St.Mary's on 23wd.(MGC) and 31 Beadnell/Howick on 24th,
(JB).

Dunlin,
Up to 105 at Cresswell (Max,on 13th,) and u i i

R . p to 210 at Washington (Max.on 26th,
Eggs located on Allendale NMoors at 1625 feet on 26th. (LGM). ( )

Sanderling.
30 at Ross on 13th. (BG et al) and 70 at St.Mary's on 23rd.(MGC).

Ruff. :
a party of 14 at Monks House Pool on 13th.(JAG) and 4 at Brenkley(near Blagdon) on
20th. (MSH),

Lesser Black-backed Gull.
Passage progressed as the month continued, being most noticeable on 20th. when a
flock of 80 in Budle Bay with a further 50 in a neartpy field and several W over the

area during the day.(BG).

Herring Gull.
Steady N passage off Hauxley on 4th. when 80 were counted in thirty minutes (HRS),

Common Gull,

Passage was noted on a small scale off Hauxley on 4th. when several N. Continued
movement was suggested when on 12th./13th. 300 on Newcastle Town Moor, 500 near
Seahouses and a total of 700-800 counted in roadside fields on N. journey from
Newcastle - Belford (BG/HRS). :

Glaucous Gull.,
Between 16th,-30th. an adult and an immature note? in NoShields/Seaton Sluice area
(WAK et al). oOn 19th. an immature at Cresswell (JCD).

Iceland Gulil.

An adult frequented Newcastle Quayside 7Tthe-12th. (RGL/JAG/CR) where at has been
observed at about this time during the last three/four years. Off Seaton Sluice an
immature on 5th./6th.(KR/KW); another at Alnmouth on 13th.(RH) and a third at Holy
Island on 22nd. (KB),

Black-headed Gull, )
A few on N passage off Hauxley on 4th.(HRS) and at the Linehiecls colony in Upper

Coquetdale about 4000 present on 28th.(JAG).

Sandwich Tern.
2N off Seaton Sluice on 5th./6th.(KW); 30-40, mainly N, off Ross on 13th.(BG et al)

and regular off most coastal points moving steadily N after 18th,
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Black Guillemot.
1 seen off Holy Island on 20th.(KB).

Kittiwake. :
Heavy N movement on 3rd. when 600/hr.counted off Seaton Sluice (PW).

Cuckoo,.
First noted near Stocksfield as early as 14th.(perBL) then none until 24th. when

1 at Cresswell.s By 29th./30th. they were noted at Hauxley, Chillingham and
Holystone.

Barn Owl.

Noted near Whittle Dene and at Westerhope (MR/RGL).

Little Owl.
" Noted near Stamfordham (EB).

Long-eared Owl.
Nest with five eggs near Greenlee Lough on 26th. (LGM),

Short-eared Owl,

Well reported. Away from the recognised breeding areas singles noted at six
localities, mainly coastal, all month., 2 on Blanchland Moor on 12th.(PD) and in
Border Forests five breeding sites located as well as a party of 5 hunting with
Kestrels near Carter Bar on 27th.(ERM et al).

Swallow,

A very early report of 1N off Seaton Sluice on 5the (KR/KW) then none until a single
over Gosforth Park on 16th.(BG). The main arrival commenced on 18th. and during
the next four days many reports involved mainly 1-2 moving steadily N throughout
area. By the end of the month concentrations of up to 30 were not unusual over
several waters as birds paused to feed and drink on their journey N,

House Martin.

The first was at Cramlington on 17th. (BM). Between 21st.-30th. a steady N movement
with Swallows was noted as birds were seen at Monkseaton, Seaton Burn, Morpeth,
Hartley, Budle Bay, Seahouses and Holy Island.

Sand Martin,

First noted on 15th. when 2 at Corbridge (MR). Between 18th.-22nd. a steady passage

was apparent with Swallows with the largest flock of 22 being noted at Smales on the
« Tyne on 20th, Became increasingly common towards the end of the month,

Swift,
Only reports were of 15 over West Denton on 25th.(IK) and 1 at Gosforth on 30th.

(per BL).
Kingfisher.

Noted at Haltwhistle, Wylam, Wallington and Blaydon (LGM/RGL/LJM).

Green Woodpecker.
Noted at Bywell, Hamsterley Mill, Dipton, Bolam and Howick, but more unusually at
Gosforth Park on 24th,

Great Spotted Woodpecker,
Well reported from widespread localities,

Carrion Crow.

A suggestion of a light N movement at St. Mary's on 18th.(JDP). 3till 18 roosting

at Gosforth on 23rd.(LGM) and by 27th. several pairs incubating eggs in Langleeford
area.

Jay.
Noted at Gosforth, Cresswell, Harwood Forest and Bolam,

March Tit.
Noted at Dipton, Dalton and Howick.
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Willow Tit,
Noted at Washington and Prestwick Carr.

Nuthatch,
Noted at Bolam, Hamsterley Mill, Beamish, Ryton and iuggleswick.,

Dipper.
Pair with fledged young at Carey Burn on 27th.(MSH).

Pieldfare.

Well reported as return passage progressed. Characteristic large gatherings :
included 1000 at Forestburngate on 2nd.(ERM); 500-700 at each of Alnwick, Belford,
and Whittle Dene on 20th; 40 in N.Tyne valley on 10th. and 100-150 at Holywell,
Hauxley, Eals, Kibblesworth and Whitley Chapel until about 20th, Small numbers
still apparent at the end of the month.

Redwing.
Heavy emigration to the E heard over Cullercoats 15th.=17th. (MSH)., With exception

of 200 at Dipton on 7th.(per BL), only other reports were of up to 15 at scattered
locatiens until the last at Tynemouth on 21st.

Ring Ouzel,
Singles at Seaton Sluice, St. Mary's, Holywell, Hauxley and Alnmouth during the
coastal 'fall' 18th.=20th. and anothér -on Holy Island on 24th. Comspicuous in
territory at inland haunts after 20th. and a nest found at Langleeford on 27th,

. (MSH et al).
Blackbird.
Emigration noted at Slaley on 1st./2nd. when 40 left overnight and on 19th. at
Tynemouth when 10 made off high to the NE., 30-40 passage birds grounded by adverse
weather near Alwinton on 10th.(ERM/JAG) and 20-30 at Hauxley on 19th. and 23rd.(HRS).

Wheatear.,

Not really apparent until after 10th. as small numbers returned to moorland haunts

and passage birds moved through coastal districts. Adverse weather on 18th./19th.

grounded many on coast and 20-30 were noted in St.Mary's -Blyth areas. By the end

of the month they were plentiful in the N.Cheviots, but apparently much scarcer in

Border Forests. At least 20 on Holy Island on 27th. indicated continued passage of
Northern birds,

Stonechat,

Birds in probable breeding sites were noted at Ingram (2 pairs), Longframlington,

Simonsides, Hexhamshire, Haltwhistle, Alnmouth-Amble (3 pairs) and Bamburgh (several
pairs).

Whinchat,

First noted at St.Mary's on 19th. when 2 present (PD)., On 20th, 1 at Chatton (WAK),

then between 25th.-27th. notel at Holywell, Warkworth, Elsdon, Otterburn and Carter
Bar.

Redstart.

2 at St.Mary's on 19th.(PD) and between 24th.-30th, 1-2 noted at Hartley, Bamburgh,

Hauxley, Cresswell and inland at Holystone.

Black Redstart. : ,

A few arrived at the coast during the 'fall' of migrants in mid month with 1 at
Seaton Sluice on 16th.-19th.(EH); 1-2 at St.Mary's 18th.-20th. (JDP/PD et al) and
singles at Blyth, Cresswell and Beadnell all on 19th. (CED/JKJ/WGJ). 1 on Holy Island
. : on 21st.

hobin:
Small numbers noted on coast during the passerine fall of 18th.-19th,

Grasshopper Warbler.
Between 26th.-30th. 1-2 heard at Ponteland, Blagdon and Alnmouth.

Sedge Warbler,
Only record was of 1 at Alnmouth 27th. and 30th. (RH).
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Blackcap. :
T at Stocksfield on 9th.(J&RMcC); 1 at Kenton on 13th.(MRS) and singles at

Wallington, Belsay and Holywell 20th.-25th, 1 in a garden at Hamsterley Mill all

Willow Warbler.

Well reported. A steady arrival was witnessed from 18th. following the first
report of 1 at Kielder on 13th. (ERM) as small numbers were grounded at the coast
during adverse weather. The main arrival in breeding areas took place on PA.8% . /
22nd. and by 24th, they were ‘'amazingly common' at Prestwick Carr. Passage
continued until the end of the month,

Chiffchaffs, :

Well reported though in only small numbers. 1 in sub-song at Denton on 14th. was

probably the same bird that was first seen in February (BG)e The first migrants

were seen on Holy Island where 2 were noted on 13th.(JAG). 1-2 at Tynemouth,

Whitley Bay, Hauxley during adverse weather on 18th./19th. and by 27th. small

numbers had returned to breeding areas. 2 passage birds on Holy Island 23rd.~25th.

(KB).

Wood Warbler.

Between 26th.-28th. 1-2 in breeding areas at Staward, Wallington and Consett (JDP/
- RGL/THW).

Goldcrest, .

A tire” migrant on Ross Links on 13th.(BG et al) and coastal falls on 19th. and

26th. involved 10-20 at each of Tynemouth, Hauxley, Blyth, Whitley Bay and Holy
Island.

Pied Flycatcher,

Iirst reported from Washington on 24th.(RGL) then another at Bolam on 27the(IoD ) .

No other reports.

Meadow Pipit.

Passage apparent throughout the month with flocks on Simonsides on 2nd. (ERM); 50

at Corbridge on 11th. and 70 at Whittle Bene on 17th.(MR). On 13th. a heavy

coasting movement was witnessed from Ross where up to 300 per hour were passing N,
(BG et al).

Tree Pipit.
2 at St. Mary's on 18th.(JDP) and 2 at Bolam on 27th.(JCD).

Water Pipit,.
1 in company of Wheatears at St. Mary's on 18th.(XR).

Pied Wagtail,
Roost of 100 at Blaydon on 12th.(LJM) and a few moving N with Pipits at Ross on

1?th.(BG et al), 20, probable passage birds, feeding in ploughed fields with
finches at Whickham on 30th, (LJM).

White Wagtail.

15 at Blaydon on 24th.(per BL) and 1=2 at Colt Crag, Holywell, S.Linton, Cresswell,
Almmouth and Holy Island, especially after 20th.

Yellow Wagtails

First note® on 19th./20th. when 4 at Holywell (KW et al) and 2 at Birtley (RH).
On 23rd. 1=3 at Tunstall and Barmston and between 24th.-30th. many reports of 1-4,
mainly in coastal districts, with 15 at Blaydon where a small roost had formed
with Pied Wagtails on 24th,

Ey_a.i{_Wingo

Return passage continued as msny reports were received from throughout the area,
The largest flock was of 50 at Morpeth on 20th.(per BL), with 30 at Winlaton on
6th. and 17 at Whittle Dene on 19th.(MR). Most records involved parties of up to
10 and birds were not uncommon in urban areas. A few still present at the end of
the month when 1 had fallen prey to a Sparrowhawk at Holystone on 30th.

Great Grey Shrike,.

1 at Kielder on 1st.(ERM) and 1 at Haﬁxie§ on 6th,(HRS). Between 16th.-20th,
singles at Hartley (EH/KW), Warenford (RW) and Blyth (JEF).
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Hawfinch.

A most unusual sighting of 3 at St. Mary's Island on 19th, diring the 'fall'® of
passerines in adverse weather conditions. All were apparently very tired. During
the same period singles were in unusual locations: at Brenkley on 14th.(ERM) and

at Linhope on 20th.(JAG).

Greenfinch,
A roost of 100 at Ponteland on Sth.(AKJT).

Siskin,
50 at Thrunton on 11th. (JAG/WAJT),

Linnet,
110N over Almmouth on 18th.(RH) and 70-80 on Holy Island on 21st.(KB). 80S over

Alnmouth on 30th.(EC).

Lesser Redpoll,.
50 at Thrunton on 11th. (JAG/WGJI), and 50 at Ilderton on 20th.(JAG). 20 at Tunstall

on 23rd, (THW).

Crossbill.,
Small numbers at Slaley, Allendale and Border Forests during month.

Chaffinch,
Flock of 60 at Ilderton on 20th. (JAG).

Brambling,
Several reports of up to 12 at locations such as Corbridge, Ilderton, Kielder,

Holywell and Morpeth until 23rd.

Reed Bunting.
Up to 400 roosting at Blaydon during month (LJM) was particularly unusual for the
time of year.

Snow Bunting,
Singles at Seaton Sluice on 6the. (KW) and at Amble on 10th. (LGM),

Tree Sparrow,
100 at Kibblesworth on 10th. and 60 at Holywell on 20th.(LJM/MSH).
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One species to one card, please - some members are entering several species on the
one card. For a supply of cards, please send a S.A.E. to Bryan Galloway.
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CLUB NEWS & NOTES

March Bulletin Erratum. Many of you will have noticed that this was dated '1974'
in error. Please alter the date on your copy to '1975'.

April Bulletin. This is rather later than usual because of the work being done
to complete the Annual County Bird Report.

'Birds in Northumbria 1974' is now virtually ready for the printers. An enormous
volume of records has been sifted by the editors and this edition promises to be
the most complete yet published.

Your committee has been working behind the scenes to ensure publication in a time
of very difficult economic conditions. Production costs have risen yet again,
but if all copies are sold, and this will depend on members' efforts, we will
break even again.

Finances. A Ways and Means sub-committee has been formed to investigate the
possibility of raising money to supplement our subscription income. Any
suggestions or ideas will be welcomed from members who should contact the
secretarye.

Seaton Sluice Watchtower. Interesting reports continue to flow in from the Sluice.
The roof of the tower has now been repaired; a new staircase and ceiling have been
installed and paint for the interior has been donated. New members who would like
to learn about seabird identification should visit the tower which usually has
some of our experts in residence, especially over the weekends. Keys are
available at 25p. plus postage from Keith Dures, 5 Bath Terrace, Tynemouth.

STOP PRESS

An application to North Tyneside Leisure and Amenities Committee for financial
aid in the form of a guarantee has been approved. This, however, does in no way
absolve us from making every effort to pay our own way.
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TYNESIDE BIRD CLUB
Nay 1975

SUMMARY
A cold and wet month that was highlighted by 2 periodse

Between 8th.-11th a depression moved rapidly W. to E, across Britain bringing low
cloud, rain and E to .NE winds. The result was the grounding of many continental
migrants, especially Willow Warblers, Wheatears and Whinchats but inevitably
including rarities such as Pine Grosbeak, Bluethroats, Wrynecks, Ortolan Bunting,
Grey Headed Wagtails and Icterine Warbler. The more unusual passerines continued
to appear.the month progressed as further Bluethroats and Red Backed Shrikes and a
Nightingale appeared whilst a Crane was seen on 16th,

Garganey were very much a feature of the month and some interesting wader
observations were made but the heavy rain of mid month adversely affected breeding
Black Headed Gulls and Cootss

The second interesting period occurred from about 22nd until the month's end when
strong NNE winds and low cloud at the coast resulted in some heavy movements of
seabirds close to the shore. Manx Shearwaters, Fulmars, Gannets, Kittiwakes and
Auks were all seen in large numbers and a large scale passage of Sandwich Terns
was also witnessed.

Some interesting observations were made on Common Terns migrating overland but as
the month closed there were still many summer visitors that were in too few numbers.

CLASSIFIED LIST
Great Northern Diver.
2 in breeding plumage off Chevington Burn on 17th.(BG).

Red Throated Diver.
Off Seaton Sluice 1N. on 3rd and 7Ne and 1S. on 5 dates between 23rd-=31st (KW)
Elsewhere 3N.off Holy Island on 11th(ERM) and 2 off Druridge on 17th(BG).

Geeat Crested Grebe,
Noted at Derwent,,Broomles, Sweethope, Gosforth, Greenlee, Washington and Brasside.
Only at Gosforth, however, have they been noted to hatch young.

Slavonian Grebe,
1 at Washington between 1st-15th(EH/THW et al).

Little Grebe,
Noted at Washington, Killingworth, Wallsend Swallow and Newton Pool.

Manx Shearwater,

Noted moving N, on several dates, especially between 21st-31st, when off Seaton
Sluice 893 were counted with 743 on 24th/25th., Also noted in smaller numbers off
Coquet Island, Hauxley, Dunstanburgh and St.Marys.

Fulmar,

Moving N, with Shearwaters on many dates especially on 8th, 14th, 22nd-25th with a

peak of 120/hr on 24th, DMNostcounts were made from Coquet Island(RG) and Seaton
Sluice(KW et.al). 1 was well inland flying E. over Whickhope in N.Tyne valley on

25th(ERM) .

Gannet,
Moving N. on several dates, but especially conspicuous off Seaton Sluice on 24th/
25th when 552 cofinted and again on 31st when 167 were noted(KW et.al).

Cormorant.
At leagt 170 on Marsden Rock on 11th(THW) and inland at Wallsend Swallow singles
present on 17th and 23rd(AC),

Heron,
Residing in parties of up to 5 alongside waters in S.E.Northumberland throughout

the month e.ge at Cresswell, Holywell, Wallsend, Killingworth and Gosforth.
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White Pelican,
Still at Warkworth on 7+th(MW).

Flami Z}go °

Still 1 on Fenham Flats on 13th(M¥) and on 17th 3 flew in from the E. at Seahouses
(JDM) o

Mallard.

10 pairs nesting at Wallsend Swallow(AC).

Garganey. . _
Well reported, Between 9th-11th 2 at Washington(AT/THW), 1 at Cresswell(BG) and

4 on Holy Island(JAG/ERM et.al). Between 13th-15th still 4 on Holy Island, with 3

remaining on 18th(MW/BL/RW), and 2 at Washington Refuge(WWR). From 16th-18th

2-4 near BEarsdon, 3 at Wallsend Swallow(AC/MN/JEF/MSH) and 1 in Washington area.

On 20th 1 at Newton Pool(JDM) and 4 at Holywell where 4 were still present on 31st
(MGC)

Gadwall,.

A pair at Gosforth 1st-23rd(JEF/AC/AJm et.al) 2 at Holywell on 5th(MN) and 2 on

Holy Island on 11th(ERM et.al).

Wigeone
1 at Cresswell on 3rd(ERM/JAG), 2N off Seaton Sluice on 24th(KW) and 3 near
Holywell on 30th(WAK),

Shoveler,

Up to 6 at Holy Island, Seaton Burn, Gosforth Park, Wallsend Swallow, Washington,
Newton, Broomlee and Grindon. Also noted as singles N, off Hauxley(18th) and at
Prestwick Carr, Cresswell and Brasside,

Scaup,

n unusual number of. reports for the time of year. At Cresswell 1-2 3rd-18th, at
Holywell 1-3 most of month, a drake at Holy Island on 17th, 6N. off Hauxley on 3rd,
3N, off Coquet dn 18themd off Seaton Sluice 1N on 14th and 2N. on 31st.

Tufted Duck.

Largest counts were 20-30 at Northumbrian Loughs, Whittle Dene and Radcliffe (near
Amble) between 10th-24th. Smaller numbers at Seaton Burn, Gosforth, Wallsend and

more surprisingly off Coquet Island where 1 on 4th, 2 on 6th, 10 on 17th and 2 on

20th, No definite reports of breeding,.

Pochard.
Only record was of 2 at Radcliffe on 17th(HRS).

Ruddy Duck,
Noted at Gosforth Park all month,

Goldeneye.
More reports than is usual for the time of year. On 3rd and 5th singles off Seaton

Sluice and at Holywell respectively. On 10th 3 at Broomlee and 3N. off Hauxley,
On 21st 1 at Seahouses and between 26th-30th singles at Washington and at Cresswell
(only on 30th).

Long Tailed Duck,
2N, off Hauxley on 3rd(HRS). A pair off Holy Island on 13th and 18th(BU eteal).
2N, off Seaton Sluice on 25th(KW), :

Velvet Scoter,
3Ne off St.Marys on 16th(JDP),

Common Scoter.
Small numbers moving offshore on many dates with peaks of 38 off Coquet on 13th(RG)

and 33 off Seaton Sluice on 31st(XKW).

Red Breasted Mergahser,
Off Seaton Sluice/St.Marys 1N, on 3rd,and 13N and 18 between 20th-26th. 4 off Holy

Island on 10th and 3 off Coquet on 20th.
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Goosander.

With the exception of 4N. off Holy Island on 11th(BL) all reports were of bird in
breeding areas at Derwent, Staward and Border Forestse 2 nests in the Border
Forests were on open cragse

Shelduck.
Pair in Washington area all month. Off Seaton Sluice 1N. on Jrd, 7S. 'on 25th -and 1
1N, on 31ste Still 80 in Budle Bay on 18th(RBU).

Grey Lag Goose. .
1 on Holy Island on 11th(ERM) and 5 near Earsdon 17th/18th( JEF/AC/WAK/MSH) »

Mute Swan.
40 at Holy Island on 17th(BL).

Whooper Swan.
A late individual at Grindon on 3rd/4th(LGM/KW).

Buzzard,
Singles at Dipton an 1st, Devil's Water on 19th and Breamish Valley on 25th(CJ/MSH),

Sparrowhawk,
Away from known breeding haunts singles at Lady Park, Gatehead on 11th(EC/RH) and
at Hauxley on 15th(HRS).

Marsh Harrier.
R female at Holywell on 1Gh(JEF/WAK).

Osprey.
One being mobbed by a Kestrel at Hulne Park on 21st(JEF).

Merlin.
At least 1 pair with eggs at a breeding site on 4the. One at Hauxley on 9th was
probably on passage(HRS).

Kestrel,
At least 1 pair incubating eggs on 3rd.

Red Legged Partridge.
Again noted in the Stannington area(WAK) .

Common Crane,
1 flew S, low over Monkseaton on 16th(JAG).

Coot,

30~40 at each of Grindon and Seaton Burn during month with young at the latter by
16th(Adm), Heavy rain in mid-month washed out all of the nests at Grindon(LGM).

Oystercatcher,

g;ngiﬁu?d passage was reflected in the numbers roosting on Coquet Island where 129
passa lg?reas?d to a peak of 90 mMth : then declining to 52 by 31st(BG), Single
ge birds inland at Derwent, Washington and Grindon until mid month,

Grey Plover.
Still ¢.50 at Lindisfarne Reseyve on 1

1th(MW) .
it e
Golden Plover.

St1i11 59 on Holy Island on 10th(JAG).

Turnstone.
700 at Seahouses on 9th(MW) and 108 at St.Marys on 14th(JDP)
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Whimbrel.

Well reported especially moving N. over coastal areas until about mid month., Off
Coquet Island 20N. between 3rd-15th(RG) and 25N, over Holy Island on 11th(JAG/ERM
et.al). Smaller numbers noted at other coastal locations with a suggestion of a
peak between 10th-15th. Further inland 2N, over Dinnington on 15th(ERM), 1W, over
Greenlee on 19th(LGM) and 1 at Seaton Burn on 22nd(JAG).

Black Tailed Godwit.
T at Washingbon 15t-16th(AT). On 10th singles at Holy Island(BL), St Marys(WAK)

and Holywell(MN). On 17th 2 at Holy Island(BL),2 at Newton(WSC) and on 18th 1 at
Monks House Pool(JDM). ‘ :

Bar Tailed Godwit.
Between 10th-18th, 2N. off Hauxley and 2 at Cresswell(HRS/BG).

Green Sandpipere.
1 at Gosforth on 15th(LGM),

Wood Sandpiper.
Between 9th-11th 1 at Tynemouth(MSH), 1 at Blyth(JEF) and 1-3 on Holy Island (ERM
et.al). Still 2 on Holy Island on 16th(RW),

Common Sandpiper.
Small numbers in coastal areas as passage progressed until about mid month,

Spotted Redshank,.
1 at Cresswell on 5th(RW) and singles at Washington 9th-11th and on 23rd{(AT/THW).

Greenshank,
Only report was of 1 at Washington 26th-30th(AT/THW),

Purple Sandpiper.

Some interesting gatherings on Coquet Island as passage progressed. 200-236 until
15th decreased to 97 by 20th and to 24 by 30th(RG), 120 on Holy Island on 10th(BL)
and 25 at Seahouses on 9th(MW),

Little Stint.
2 at Washington 30th-31st(AT/THW).

Dunlin.
Still large numbers on passage until about mid month with up to 60 on Coquet and
at Cresswell and up to 250 at Washington where 30 were still present on 30th,

Sanderling.

100 on Holy Island on 11th(LGM) decreasing to 10 by 13th(MW). ..Elsewhere 10 at
Hauxley on 8th, 21 on Coquet Island on 11th and 12 at Cresswell on 17th,

Ruff.

1 at Monk's House on 4th(IK), 1 at E.Boldon on 11th(THW), 1 at Wallsend Swallow
on 16th(MGC) and 1 at Washington on 22nd/23rd(AT).

Arctic Skua.,.

Between 22nd-25th 6N. off Seaton Sluice(KW et.al), 4N. off St.Marys(JDP)and 2N.
off Coquet Island(RG).

Great Skua.

Off Seaton Sluice/St.Marys 2N. on 10th(EH et.al), 2N. on 14th(JDP) and 14N.
between 24th-31st(KW et.al). Off Coquet singles N, on 8th and 26th(RG).

Greater Black Backed Gull,
Roost of up to 120, mainly immatures, on Coquet during month(RG).

Common Gull,

Continued passage indicated by roost of 140 off Coquet on 3rd but no more than 4
thereafter(RG).
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Glaucous Gull,
1-2 in North Shields/Earsdon/Seaton Sluice area until 26+th(MGC/MN/MSH/KW). 1 in
Hauxley/Coquet area until at least 22nd(HRS/RG). 4 ‘. Holy Island on 10th(JAG).

All were immatures.

Iceland Gull,
An immature at Seahouses on 17th(JAG).

Little Gull.,
One N. off Seaton Sluice on 22nd(KW) and an adult at Seaton Burn on 22th(BG).

Black Headed Gull, '
Noted nesting at Monks House Pool - a new locality? Many of the moorland colonies

suffered from the torrential rain of mid month and many nests were destroyed hy
flooding, especially at Grindon.

e

Kittiwake.
Steady N. passage off Hauxley on 3rd but heavier N, fovements occurred between
21st=31st when up to 1000/hr (peaks on 23rd/24th) were noted off Seaton Sluice/
St.Marys(KW/KR et.al)s On Coget Island the roost of non breeding birds increased
from 80 on 11th to 1000 after 19th(RG).

Common Tern,

2N, Seaton Sluice on 3rd(KW) then slowly increasing offshore antil 150 at Hauxley
by 25th(HRS et.al). Some interesting inland observations included up to 4 on the
Wear at Washington 9th~23rd(AT), 1N. during heavy rain at Cowgate on 14th, 1 at
Killingworth on 15th(BG/JMcE) and between 28th-20th 3E., over Wark Forest, 22N, low
over heather at Kielder(ERM/BL) and singles at Seaton Burn and Washington(BG/THW).

Argtic Tern,
Only report was of 1N,Seaton Sluice on 3rd(XW).

Roseate Tern.
4 at Embleton on 31st(JSB).

Little Tern., '
Off Seaton Sluice singles N, on 3rd and 30th(KW) with up to 9 in Holy Island area
after 10th(JAG/ERM et.al),

Sandwich Tern,
A heavy N, movement was recorded off Seaton Sluice between 22nd-31st (XKW et.al).

Auk (sp.).
Heavy N. passage off Seaton Sluice involved almost 5000 on 24th/25th, 617 on 26th

and 599 on 31st(KW/KR et.al).

Stock Dove.,
2, presumable passage birds, on Holy Island on 11th(ERM et.al).

Cuckoo,
Widespread reports though not apparently in very large numbers.

Barn Owl.
A nest with 4 young in Wark Forest on 4th conbained 20 Bhort tailed voles, 10 Shrews

and a wood mouse, (ERM/JAG).

Little Owl,
Breeding at Kirkley Hall and near Heddon on the Wall. Also a pair near Ponteland.

Tawny Owl.,
A nest found in Kielder Forest was on the ground in a Dutch Barn{ERM/JAG/BL).

Long Bared Owl.
Of 3 nests found in Ponteland area only 1 successfully hatched young(ERM),
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Short Eared Owl,

Noted in 6 localities in the Border Forests and also in Hexhamshire, Plenmeller
Common, Slaggyford, Allenheads and Sinderhope. Nearer the coast singles on Holy
Island on 11th and in Wallsend Swallow area most of month.

Swift,

A few reports during the first few days but a return to the colonies was not
apparent until after 13th, By 28th 100 were feeding near Seaton Burn and on 31st
70 were at Holywell,

Green Woodpecker,
Noted at Prestwick Carr, Rothley, Linhope, Belsay, Holystomne.

Great Spotted Woodpecker,
Noted at Happy Valley, Gosforth and Holystone,

Wryneck.
1 at Matfen 5th-8th(RW) whilst during a period of E., winds, cloud and rain between

8th-11th singles were on Coquet and Holy Islands with 5 in the Hauxley area(HRS/
RG/ERM et.al)., On 14th 3 were on Holy Island(per BL).

Swallow.,

50 at Holywell on 7th(MN) indicated passage whilst on 10th/11th a steady N.movement
was witnessed at Hauxley and Cresswell(HRS/BG). On 28th at least 150 were at
Seaton Burn with several roosting in the reeds(BG).

House Martin,

Steady build up in numbers as the month progressed with heavy passage suggested
during the last few days when 200-300 at Holywell and smaller numbers at Seaton
Burn and further inland at Beltingham.

Sand Martin.

Largest feeding flocks reported were in Secaton Burn area with 45 on 14th and 40 on
28th(BG/ERM)

Ravenn
near Alston on 3rd(LGM).

Carrion Crow,
Flock of 26 at Greenlee on 10th was unusual for the time of year(LGM).

Maggie.
A rare bird in Border Forests but found at 2 localities during late May(ERM).

Jay.

Continues to increase rapidly in Border Forests(ERM).

Nuthatche.
Pair in Hamsterley Mill area all month with a young bird visiting a 'fat basket' on
31st(EP). A pair breeding in a nest box at Gallowhill(per BL).

Fieldfare.

20 near Wooler on 4th(EP) and 15 on Holy Island on 10th(JAG). Still 1 on Coquet ~
Island on 14th(RG) and 1 on Holy Island on 18th(BU). Late in the month 1 singing
in the Cheviots(JAG) amd a pair in the N.Tyne valley{ERM).

Redwing.,
Late individuals on Coquet on 9th(RG) and at Whitley Bay on 18th (JER).

Ring Ousel.

Noted at the coast during the period 8th-15th (especially 10th/11th) when up to 20
on Holy Island (including a flock of 11), 5 in Hauxley area, and 1-2 at.Cresgwell,
Coquet, Tynemouth and Gateshead. Notably absent from many inland breeding sites.
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Wheatears,
Most plentiful on Holy Island during the 'fall’ of 8th-11th when about 200 were

estimated., Elsewhere 20 on Coquet, 15 at Hauxley and St.Marys, and 10.at Cresswell.
Up to 10 at many other points on the ccast. Some of the Holy Island birds were
probably of the Greenland Race as was 1 at Seaton Sluice on 20the

Stonechat.
Away from the conmst 6 peirs located on Kielderhead Moor(ERM) with others at

Edmondbyers(ALG) and Ingram(JAG).

Whinchat.

Noted in ILangleeford Valley on 4th(EP) but not really plentiful until after the
'coastal fall' of 9th-11th when 75 were on Holy Island(JAG) and 40 were in Hauxley
area(HRS).,

Redstart,

Over 50 on Holy Island during the 'fall' of 9th-10th(JAG) with up to 7 at other
points on the coast. Still singles on Coquet, at Hauxley and at Blyth 15th-17th,
Noted at several different inland breeding sites on 4th but not really plentiful
even at the end of the month.

Black Redstart.
Between 9th-11th 4 on Holy Island(ERM et.al) and 1 at Whitley Bay(JEF),

Nightingale,
1 on Inner Farne on 17th(per ERM).

Bluethroat,

During the 'fall' of 9th-11th 6 were on Holy Island(ERM et.al) and another wgs at
Hauxley(HRS), On 17th 1 was at Cresswell (ID) and on 29th 1 was on Coquet Island
(RG). The majority were males of the Red Spotted form.

Robin,

During the 'fall' of 9th-11th, 20-30 were on Holy Island(ERM) and up to 10 were at
Tynemouth, Hauxley, Coquet, Blyth and Whitley Bay(HRS/MSH/RG), All were distinctly
'grey' birds suggesting a continental origin.

Grasshopper Warbler,

Noted at 9 different localities as far apart as Alnmouth, Haltwhistle, Seahouses,
Riding Mill and Kielder Forest. 1 on Holy Island on 11th may have been part of the
'fall' of continental migrants.

Reed Warbler,
1 singing at Gosforth Park on 11th and 15th(BG/LGM) and 1 at Seaton Burn on 22nd

(JAG).

Sedge Warbler.

Not really conspicuous until mid month but numbers well down below normal,
especially at Gosforth Park.:

Icterine Warbler,
A bird almost certainly of this species on Holy Island on 10th(JAG).

Blacke ap.
Well.repo?ted from.a total of 15 different localit-eg although some sightings were
of birds involved in fall of 9th-11+th when 1-3 were on Holy Island, Hauxley, Coquet

and Tynemouth, Reports suggest that breeding numbers are mormal (eg. in Heddon
and Hexham areas),

Garden Warbler,
Only reports were of several singing at Acomb on 16th, Kirkley Hall on 18th and 1
on Coquet Island on 29th.

Whitethroat.,
Observations suggest that the numbers of breeding birds may at last be approaching
normal all over the area with the main arrival occurring about mid month,
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Lesser Whitethroat.

Well reported after the first at Washington on 2nd., 1-2 were in probable breeding
areas in Holywell Dene, Brasside, Cresswell, Wallsend, South Linton, Milbourne and
Rothbury. During the 'fall' of 9th-11th, 1-3 were on Holy Island and at Hauxley
with 1 still at the former on 17th/18th.

Willow Warbler,

During the 'fall' of continental migrants on 9th-11th at least 200 were on Holy
Island with 35 at Hauxley and 12 on Coquet Island., Up to 7 were noted on Coquet
between 13th-20th(RG/HRS/JAG et.al).

Chiffchaff, ,
4 at Hauxley during the 'fall' of 9th-11th(HRS). Noted in song at Beamish, Belsay
and Derwent,

Wood Warbler,
Noted in song at Dipton, Rothbury, Gosforth Park, Tunstall and Holystone, being
particularly conspicuous in the Tunstall area.

Goldcrest,
Single late passage bird on Coquet on 8th(RG).

Firecrest.
1 on Coquet Island on 17th/18th of April(RG).

Spotted Plycatcher,

Only & few reports, 1 at Hauxley on 10th(HRS), 1 at Gosforth Park on 11th(RGL/EH)
and another in Gosforth on 14th(BH), 1 at Kielder on 17th(EH) and 1 at Milbourne
on 20th(ERM), Also noted at Heddon(JSB) and N.Tyne Valley(ERM).

Pied Plycatcher.

7 singing males at Dipton on 3rd(BL) and 3 in Derwent Valley on 5th(THW). 1 at
Harbottle on 11th(WAK). During the 'fall' of continental migrants of 8th-11th, 25
on Holy Island(JAG), 5 at Hauxley(HRS) and 1-3 at Blyth, Tynemouth and North Shields.
S$ill 1 on Holy Island on 13th(MW) and 2 at Earsdon on 15th(JEF).

Tree Pipit.

In breeding territory 3 at Dipton on 3rd, 1 at Tarset on 4th and 1 at Gosforth on
11th(BL/ERM/AC), A%t the coast 50 on Holy Island on 10th(JAG) with 1-2 at Coquet,
Hauxley, Druridge, Newton and Chevington Burn between 9th-17th,

White Wagtail.
Between 3rd -11th singles at Cresswell, Holywell, Holy Island and St.lMaryse.

Yellow Wagtail,
Largest concentration was 30 at Cresswell on 3rd(ERM)., Reports suggest that numbers
in.  breeding areas are well below normal.

Blue Headed Wagtail.
1 at Holywell on 20th(JEF/WAK),

Grey Headed Wagtail.

On 10th 2 on Holy Island(JAG/BL) and on 11th 1 made a brief stop at Cresswell Pond
before continuing N, (BG).

Waxwing.

2 at West Woodburn on 4th(NFL), 2 at Newcastle on 6th(MGC) and 1 at Hauxley oy, 10tn
(HRS).

Red Backed Shrike,

Single Nales at Tynemouth on 15th(MN), Byrness (Redesdale) on 11th(WAK) and on
Coquet Island on 29th(RG). Also on Coquet a female was present 26th-30th(RG).

Hawfinch,
1-4 at Washington Refuge 4th-16th(WWR). 2 at Hartford on 4th(RB), and 1=2 at

Ladypark, Gateshead 11th-18th(RH).,
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Siskin.
Noted in breeding territory at Tunstall Reservoir, Sldky, Allendale and Border
Forests(ERM/BG/THW) .

Linnet, :
Steady N. movement over sea and dunes at Cresswell on 11th(BG) .

Pine Grosbeak.

A male on Holy Island on 11th/12th was very tame and afforded many observers with
very close views(R.Crabb, R.Alams, R.Atkinson. L.G.MacFarlane, E.R.Meek, B.Little
et.al),

Crogssbill.
Noted at Slaley, Border Forests and Rothbury. Parties included young of the year.

Brambling.
1 on Coquet on 8th(RG) and 2 on Holy Island on 10th/11th(BL/ERM).

Ortolan Bunting.
On Holy Island a male and female on 11th and 2 males an 12th(BL/ERM et.al).

Lapland Bunting.
1 on Holy Island on 11th(LGM/BL).

Reed Bunting,.

Very conspicuous during 'fall' of continental migrants of 8th-11th with 50 on Holy
Island(ERM), 40 in Hauxley area(HRS), many at Cresswell(BG) and smaller numbers

at Coquet, Blyth and Tynemouth.
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June Records/Record Cards.
A1l June reports to Bryan Galloway, 3 Grosvenor Court, Newcastle/Tyne NE5 1RX by
15th July please. S.0A.E. for record cards please.

CLUB NEWS & NOTES

Change of Treasurer.

After years of sterling service, Brian Martin regrets that he has to relinquish
the post of treasurer, This is due to multiplying domestic responsibilities. We
thank Brian and Ros. for all the work they have done, particularly in connection
with the bulletin, and wish them well with their current project.

John Day has offered to take over as treasurer, so that in future, members are
asked to address all moneys to him.

JOHN C. DAY, 2 STATION COTTAGES, STANNINGTON, NORTHUMBERLAND, TelsStan.445

Field Surveys,. .
Geoff.Macfarlane reports that the Rookery Survey has produced c.24000 nests wi?hln
the county so far. Any census forms still outstanding should be returned to him

as soon as possibles
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Field Surveys conte.
Before the network of observers is 'dismantled', we have been asked by the
University of Aberdeen if we are willing to assist them with a continuing survey

of the breeding success of the Rook, with a record of its seasonal distribution
in summer, autumn and winter.

This would only involve observers travelling a set route of 20-30 miles, and
counting the birds en route., This would be repeated during each of the three
seasons. Volunteers should apply to Geoff. for fuller information and for the
standard forms on which the returns are to be made.

Wildfowl Counts.

The Wildfowl Trust's counts within Northumberland have been hitherto coordinated
by Mike Bell. For domestic reasons (vide notes on treasurer) he is unable to
continue. The club in the shape of Geoff.Macfarlane has now taken over the

responsibility for this work. Again, any members who are interested should obtain
details from Geoff,
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TYNESIDE BIRD CLUB
June 1975

SUMMARY

Perhaps the most significant feature of the month was the weather. Blizzards and

N, gales during the first few days confused some late migrants, especially Swallows,
but a period of about three weeks of anticyclonic weather immediately after the
wintry conditions probably resulted in high breeding success in some ground nesting
birds, especially Oystercatchers and Common Sandpipers.

Throughout the month seabird movements were a feature and involved mainly Manx
Shearwaters, Gannets and Common Scoter, especially on 23h/29th when the first
Curlew were observed moving offshore with an increase in the number of Arctic Skuase.

Again, valuable information was collected on the breeding status of some birds of
prey, especially Merlin, and nest box studies of breeding Pied Flycatchers
continued.

Unusuals for the month included Sooty Shearwater, Goldeneye, Brent Goose, 2 Ospreys,
Purple Galllinule, dack Snipe, Golden Oriole, Hooded Crow, Redwing and Red=-backed
Shrike.

CLASSIFIED LIST
Black=-throated Diver,
1N off Seaton Sluice on 22nd(KW).

Red=-throated Diver. :
On five dates between 1st-~28th a total of 8N off Seaton Sluice(KW).

Great Crested Grebe,

2-3 at Whittle Dene all month(JSB et al.), probably 2 pairs at Brasside(DLS) and
single pairs at Catcleugh, Colt Crag and Sweethope. A single bird at Washington
1st-8th. Only the Catcleugh birds were seen accompanying young(3).

Little Grebe.
Noted at Holywell, Washington, Wallsend, Killingworth and Newton Pool.

Manx Shearwater.

Steady N passage recorded off Seaton Sluice on many dates, especially after 10th
with a total of 1435 counted on seventeen days(only 42S). Peaks were noted on 15th
(302) and 28th(256) with 100-150 on 1st, 22nd and 26th(XW/RGL et al.).

Sooty Shearwater.
An early record of 1N on 28th(KW) during a heavy passage of Manx.

Fulmar,
3 inland records between 3rd-8th when singles were at Burnhope Reservoir, over
Washington and over Hulne Park.

ggpnet.

Moving N on several dates, being most noticeable on 28th/29th when 449 counted. off
Seaton Sluice(KW) with 50 in one hour off Beadnell(ID).

Cormorant.

At least 42 nests (probably 50) on Marsden Rock(THW), 1 at Washington Refuge.all
month(WWR) .,

Mallard,

Largest flock was of 23 at Washington on 18th(PW). Up to 3 off Seaton Sluice and

Coquet Island an several dates(KW/RG).

Teal,
Noted in breeding areas at Smiddyshaw, Wolsingham and Upper Coquetdale. Between
1st-6th up to 6 off Seaton Sluice and Coquet Island,

- T = /Garganey



Garganey. .
Between 6th-9th 3 males and at least 1 female near Holywell., A pair at Holy Island

on 8th(JEF/WAK),

Wigeon.
An unusual number of records. Between 1st-24th single drakes at both Cresswell
and Gosforth with a pair at Cresswell on 1st(AC/ERM/LGM). Off Seaton Sluice

singles N on 22nd and 28th(K¥) and 6 off Coquet Island on 30th(RG).

Shoveler,

Noted at Gosforth(up to 5), Seaton Burn(2), Dinnington(1), near Earsdon(2),
Grindon(2), Greenlee(2) and Brasside(1), More unusual was the occurrence of 2 off
Coquet Island on 24th(RG).

Scaupe
A drake at Cresswell on 3rd(LGM) and it or another at Holywell between 3rd-30th
(JEF). Off Seaton Sluice 5N on 22nd with 4N on each of 28th and 29th(XW),

Tufted Duck.

28 at Holywell on 10th(CMA) and by 28th an increase to 33 at Whittle Dene(JSB).

3 off Coquet Island on 22nd(RG). Pair with 4 young at Linshiels on 15th(ERM/JAG).
Birds also noted at Gosforth, Grindon, Killingworth, Capheaton and Seaton Burn.

Pochard,
Noted only at Hartburn when 3 were seen on 28th(CMA).

Ruddy Duck.

The ‘area commuter' was noted at Holywell on several occasions between 3rd-30th
(JEF).

Goldeneve,
Late records of 2 at Whittle Dene on 1st(LGM) and 1 at Washington 1st-4th(AT).

Velvet Scoter.
Off Seaton Sluice singles N on 1st, 22nd and 28th with 6N on 24th(KW).

Common Scoter, _
Steady N passage all month with total of 843N(only 85S) on six dates with peaks of
211 on 21st and 238 on 28th(XW/RGL et al.). Off Coquet Island 145N on 22nd(RG).

Red-breasted Merganser.
Off Seaton Sluice 3N on 21st, 14N on 22nd, 12N on 28th and 3N on 29th(KW).

Goosander,

The only report of successful breeding was of a brood of 10 young at Bardon Mill on
28th(BH). 6 at Whitfield Lough on 29th(LGM) and single females at Burnhope and
Wolsingham early in the month.

Shelduck,

After 20th juveniles noted at Boulmer(25), Coquet Estuary(12) and Cresswell(11).
1-4 off Coquet Island after 15th and 15 off Seaton Sluice on 24th. ,

Brent Goose., _
A very late bird on the sea and later flying S near Berwick on 7th(MRS/ELS).

Canada Goose.

36-54 at Sweethope(LGM/CMA) most of month and 1 at Washington 4th-9th(WWR).
Migrating flocks involved 12NW over Heddon on 5th(JSB), 8 at Cresswell on 3rd(LGM)
and 10, almost certainly this species, at Whitfield Lough on 29th(per LGM).

Mute Swan,

20 at Amble on 1st(ERM) and 75 at Berwick on Tth(MRS/ELS). Young noted at Radcliffe
(7) and Bolam(2).

Common Buzzard.

1 at Slaley on 6th, 1 found dying at Alnmouth on 20th(per BL) and 1 in Rothbury
area on 22nd and 25th(WAK/JER)
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Sparrowhawk.
Well reported from widespread locations including 1 at Hauxley, on the coast, on

12the.
Osprey.
IN over Holywell on 21st(JEF) and 1 in the Bywell area from 25th until early July
Merlin,

Another intensive breeding study revealed that 29 pairs bred of which 23 were

successful in fledging young. 70 young were ringed from 21 nests giving an

average of 3.3 young per successful nest or 2.4 for all nests. Most nests were in

the Border Forests, in the SW Northumberland and in the Cheviots(ERM/BL/LGM/JAG et)
al

Kestrel,

Also the subject of continued breeding studies but the information will be

summarised next month,

Red-legged Partridge.
1 at Blagdon on 10th(ERM).

Water Rail.
Noted at Seaton Burn and Gosforth Park,

Purple Gallinule,

1 of the Furopean form was watched for fifteen minutes at Washington on 7th(AT) s
It may not be possible to establish whether it was an escapee from captivity or a
genuine vagrant, although it is more likely to be the former.

Coot.
Up to 100 2t Seaton Burn, especially after mid month, with 30-50 at Capheaton,
Grindon and Holywell,

Oystercatcher.

Roost of up to 41 at Coquet Island until 16th(RG)s A good breeding season was

reported in N,Tyne area(BL) and by 28th 25 had gathered at Bardon Mill on S.Tyne
(BH).

Lapwing.

Barly post breeding flocking produced 100 at Prestwick Carr on 11th(ERM), 140 at
Whittle Dene on 30th(RW) and 20-50 in Allendales, Bardon Mill and S.Cheviots after
about 20th.

Little Ringed Plover,
at Washington on 11th then 1 until end of the month(WWR) .

Golden Plover,
Continues to be well reported in breeding areas in SW Northumberland with a bird
still incubating 4 eggs at Windy Gyle on 22nd(LGM/BG/RGL).

Turnstone,
On Coquet Island all month with 20 on 1st decreasing to 8 by 12th then 21 on 16th
and fluctuating between 6 and 23 until end of month(RG). 2 at Boulmer on 21st(JSB).

Jack Snipe,

A most unusual report of 2 near Holystone on 8th(JAG) .

Woodcocks,
Reported roding at Hamsterley Mill(EP).

Curlew.
Movements observed at the end of the month when off Seaton Sluice 193N on 28th/
29th(KW), with 31 on Coquet Island on 22nd(RG) and 18 near Belsay on 26th(PW).

Whimbrel, :
On 28th/29th 7N and 3S over Seaton Sluice/Tynemouth areas(RGL/KW).

Black-tailed Godwit.
1 at Washington on 10th(AT). -3 = /green Sandpiper




Green Sandpiper.
1 near Kirkley on 20th(ERM) and 1 at Washington on 27th(WWR).

Common Sandpiper.

A good breeding season reported in N.Tyne Valley(BL). In more coastal situations

4 pairs possibly bred at Washington Refuge(WWVR) and another pair noted near Earsdon
(JEF).

Spotted Redshank,
1 at Wallsend Swallow on 11th(4C), 1 at Cresswell on 12th(JEF), 1 at Washington on
25th(AT) and 1N off Seaton Sluice on 28th(KW).

Greenshank,
1NW over Holywell on 18th(NGC).

Knot.

On Coquet Island 3 on 9th and 1 on 21st(RG). 1 on Longstone, Farne Islands on 21st
(JEF).

Purple Sandpiper.

8 on Coquet Island on 4th(RG),

Little Stint,. '
2 at Washington on 2nd/3rd(AT).

Dunlin.
Found as Merlin prey in Wark Forest(ERM/BL).

Sanderling.
3 on Coquet Island on 1st(RG).

Ruff.,
A pair at Wallsend Swallow on 1st(AC) and 1 at Washington on 10th/11th(AT).

Arctic Skua.
1=-2N off Seaton Sluice on seven dates with 21N on 28th(XW et al.) and 5N on 29th.

Great Skua.
Singles N off Seaton Sluice on 15th,22nd,26th,28th with 3N on 29th(KW et al.).

Great Black-backed Gull,
200 on Coquet by the end of the month(RG).

Lesser Black-backed Gull,

2 pairs nesting at Marsden(THW). 460 gathered on Coquet by 28th(RG). 100 immatures
at Fourstones on 14th when small numbers W through S.Tyne Valley all morning(LGM).

A few adults and immatures on several moorland locations throughout the month.

Glaucous Gull,
An immature near Earsdon on 5th(MGC) and an adult N off Seaton Sluice on 28th(KW).

Iittle Gull,
Single immatures at Seaton Burn on 16th(AJdm) and at Caistron, near Thropton on 22nd
(LGM) »

Black~-headed Gull.

A colony of 40 nests ncar Lanehead in Weardale may be a new site(THW). First
fledged young noted in Alwinton area on 25th(ERM et al,).

Kittiwake.
On Coquet Island roosts of 1350 on 22nd and 1500 on 28th(RG).

Black Tern.
2 near Morpeth on 9th(BL),

Common Tern. '
Inland report of 1 at Holywell on 21st and 24th(PW/WAK).
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Razorbill.
Up to 30 off Coquet on . twclve quLS(RG)

Guillemot.
Up to 75 off Coquet on several dates(RG).

Auk (spe)s
Heavy movements noted off Seaton Sluice on 1st(812N and 70S) and on 28th(272N and

1808),

Little Owl,
4 young on nest at Mitford(per ERM) and prey at a nest near Ponteland included a

House Martin!(ERM).

Tawny Owl.

Successful nesting noted at Holystone and Earsdon.

Long-eared Owl.
Nest with 4 eggs in S.Cheviots on 15th(ERM/JAG). There were strong indications
that this may have been a second brood.

Short-eared Owl, .
About 20 pairs noted in Border Torests(BL et al.).

Swift,

A part albino noted at Blaydon on 28th(PD) with most of the body plumage being
mottled with white.

Kingfisher. '

1 carrying food to probable nest on R.Blyth near Ponteland on 8th(MRS) - only
report of breeding.

Green Woodpecker,
Noted at Hulne Park, Harthope Burn, Beamish Valley, Fourstones and Hamsterley Mill.

Great Spotted Woodpecker,

Female bringing 1 young to bird table at Hamsterley Mill on 30th(EP). Nests noted
at Dyke Neuk, Angerton and Holystone,

Swallow,

Pair with newly hatched young at Eshott on 1st(per BL) when large numbers were
still migrating. TFor example, during the wintry conditions of 2nd/3rd confused
flocks were noted at Capheaton(400), Hartburn(100) and Sweethope(100)(LGM).

House Martin.
44 nests at Knarsdale viaduct, 23 at Bonnyrigg Hall(LGM) and 10 at Cowshill,
Weardale(THW) .

Golden Oriole,
A male at Smalesmouth, in the N,Tyne Valley, on 5th(per BL).

Raven,
1 at Chew Green on 4th(LGM), 2 near Slaggyford on 6th and 4 at Windy Gyle on 21st.

Hooded Crow, v
An unusual occurrence of 1 at Seahouses on 20th(FW/AA).

Nuthatch,
During first half of month up to 2, including a jugrenile, visiting a bird table
at Hamsterley Mill.

Pieldfare.
1 at Barsdon on 1st(JEF), 1 near Castleside on 16th(THW) and 1 found as Martin

prey near Rothbury on 29th(ERM)°

Redwing.
E late bird at Barsdon on Sth(JEF). s Bl & /Stonechat



Stonechat.

Inland reports included a pair with fledged young at Aid Crag on 29th with further
breeding pairs at Dipton and in N,Hexhamshire., Single males near Blaxter Quarry
and near Linshiels Lake.

Black Redstart.
Unusual reports of singles at Seaton Sluice on 16th(EH) and on Coquet on 30th(RG).

Grasshopper Warbler.
More reports received than in 1974 suggesting an improvement in the breeding status,
though still absent from some traditional sitese.

Reed Warbler,
1 singing at Gosforth Park on 3rd and 21st(LGM/PD).

Sedge Warbler.
a late migrant on Cogquect oni12th(RG).

Blackcap,

A late migrant on Coquet on 7th(RG). Considered to be more plentiful than ever in
N.Tyne Valley(BL).

Whitethroat,
Further evidence confirms that a significant recovery in status has been achieved
with, for example, at least 8 pairs in Prestwick Carr area.

Lesser Whitethroat.
1 carrying food at Brasside on 1st(DLS) and 1 singing on eight days at Washington
(WWR) .

Chiffchaff,
Noted at Hamsterley Mill, Bedlington and Belsay.

. Wood Warbler,

Noted at Mitford, Dlpton, Bedlington, Belsay, Rothley, Tarset, Belling and, more
unusually, in Gosforth Park where 3 were singing on 8th, with at least 1 on most
other days. A very good year!

Spotted Flycatcher.
Late single migrants on Coquet on 7th and 12th(RG).

Pied Flycatcher.

Pirst young hatched in Dipton area on 2nd. Away from this breeding stronghold, 3
pairs at Mitford and 1 near Hartburn., None noted at Belsay or Holystone both of
which are recognised sites.

Red~backed Shrike,
L male at Holywell on 5th(JPD/EML) when another was noted on the Farne Islands(per
BG).

Siskin.
Noted as commoner than ever in N,Tyne Valley and as plentiful in Allendale(BL/BG).

Crossbill,
4 at Slaley on 9th and many family parties in Border Forests during month(BL).
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GREAT CRESTED GREBE SURVEY 1975

Extensive coverage was obtained for B.T.0's survey of Great Crested Grebes.
As the census was of adult grebes and not just those at breeding stations, an
attempt was made to cover all waters in the district where birds could have
conceivably been presert, even if they were only transient individuals. In this
we were largely:successful with wisits being made to a total of 38 waters including
Hoselaw and Yetholm Lochs just over the border in Roxburghshire, the Hirsel in
Berwickshire and Blaydon and Washington Ponds in the former county of Durhanm.

Tables I and II show the results of the survey. A total of 15 grebes were
counted (with an estimated total of 18 birds which takes into account birds not
visible at the time of the count) at seven sites, all in Northumberland.* Of
these, successful breeding is known to have occurred at Gosforth Park (1 pair) and
Colt Crag (2 pairs), but low water levels at Hallington, Catcleugh and Derwent
Reservoirs appear to have prevented birds from breeding there this year. The
numbers recorded compare very favourably with the 1974 population in the area.

TABLE T
Waters where birds were recorded in 1975
Total no. Estimated no.
of Adults of Adults
Catcleugh Reservoir 2 4
Colt Crag Reservoir 4 4
Derwent Reservoir 2 2
Font Reservoir 1 1
Gosforth Park 2 2
Sweethope Lough 1 2
Whittle Dene Reservoirs 3 3
TABLE IT
Other waters covered in 1975
Blaydon Pond (Durham) Hallington Reservoirs
Broomlee Lough Hartburn Reservoir
Bolam Lake Hirsel (Berwickshire)
Byerhope Reservoir Holywell Pond
Caistron Gravel Pits Hoselaw Loch (Roxburgh)
Capheaton ILake Kimmer Lough
Coatenhill Reservoir Langley Dam
Cresswell Moss Linshiels Lough
Crag Lough , Newton Pool
Dodd Reservoir Pawston Lake
Doxford Hall Lake Rgyburn Lake (or Wingates)
Greenlee Lough Seaton Burn (or Big Waters)
Grindon Lough Swallow Pond
Haggerston Lake Unthank ILake
Halleypike Lough Washington Ponds (Durham)

Yetholm Loch (Roxburgh)

The first instance of confirmed breeding in Northumberland was at Hallington
Reservoirs in 1911 when Abel Chapman discovered a pair with a single younge. This
appears to have been an isolated occurrence and breeding was not recorded
subsequently until 1929 when a pair reared young at Capheaton. From then forward
attempted breeding became more frequent. if not regular and interspersed with years
when, apparently owing to low water levels during the summer, nesting was not
attempted or proved unsuccessful (e.g. 1945 - 1950). Since 1967 the number of
bre§d1ng pairs has increased significantly from the one or two pairs that had
typified the previous two decades with additional birds summering. Several new
waters have apparently been occupied recently (e.g. Gosforth Park, Whittle Dene
Reservoirs, Derwent Reservoir), but it is very difficult to identify previously
occupied sites from 0ld and not so old Ornithological Reports owing to the /cont.
*Unless specifically stated county nares refer to pre-April 1974 boundaries




continued/
reluctance of successive Recorders to name waters where breeding occurred.
It is interesting to remark on the fact that the last B.T.0. census of

Great Crested Grebes in 1965 recorded 'none' in Northumberland, but the
Ornithological Report for that year stated that three pairs bred!

The following table illustrates the breeding status of this species in the
county over the last 30 years according to Annual Reports.

1945 = 1 pair summered.

1946 - No records of breeding.
1947 = b N
1948 - 3 "

1949 - 1 pair summered at Hallington

1950 = BSingle pairs recorded at Catcleugh and Hallington but no proof
- of breeding.

1951 - 1 pair bred.

1952 - 1 pair bred (probably Hallington).
1953 = 1 pair bred and another present (probably) at Hallington.
1 pair bred (probably) at Colt Crag.

1954 = 1 pair attempted to breed at Hallington. 2 pairs present at
Colt Crage. 1 pair bred at Catcleugh,
1955 = 1 pair bred (probably) at Catcleugh.
1956 - No records of breeding 'though adult pairs were seen occasionally’.

1957 = 1 pair attempted to breed,

1958 - 1 pair bred.

1959 - 1 pair bred,

1960 -« 2 pairs summered.

1961 - 1 pair bred. Inconclusive evidence of breeding at second site,
1962 - 1 pair bred, second pair unsuccessful.

1963 - 2 pairs bred.

1964 = 1 pair bred,

1965 - 1 pair bred at Seaton Burn, 2 other pairs bred elsewhere.
1966 -~ 2 pairs bred.

1967 - 4 pairs bred and at least 3 pairs summered.

1968 - 3 pairs bred at two sites; birds present at another six sites

(including 7 birds at Catcleugh).
1969 - Birds bred at two sites. Up to 7 birds at Catcleugh.
1970 = 1 pair bred at Catcleugh (10 adults present at this site in June).

1971 - Birds bred at Hallington (1 pair), Gosforth Park (1 pair) and
Seaton Burn (1 pair). Suspected at Catcleugh (5 pairs), Colt Crag
and Whittle Dene.

1972 - 6 pairs bred at four sites (Catcleugh-3, Seaton Burn-1, Gosforth
Park-1) and breeding suspected at four others (including Broomlee
Lough, Colt Crag, Derwent Reservoir).

1973 - Birds bred at three sites (Hallington 1-2 pairs, Sweethope
Lough-1 pair, Gosforth Park-1 pair). 1-2 pairs present at four
other localities and 3 pairs at Catcleugh.

1974 = Single pairs bred at Whittle Dene, Seaton Burn, Hallington, Gosforth
Park and 7 birds at Catcleughe.

LIST OF CONTRIBUTORS
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Addendum
1970 = There was possible breeding at three other sites.



TYNESIDE BIRD CLUB
July 1975

SUMMARY
An anticyclone dominated the weather during the firet half of the month and

conditions were fine and warme. The second half was more unsettled, though still
warm with some thundersterms occurring.
Most breeding species continued to enjoy a successful season but seabird movements,

involving Manx Shearwaters, Common Scoter and some terns, and the commencement cf
the return of many of the merthern waders were the main features.

Of the passerines there were some interesting observations on Great Tit/Blue Tit
and Pied Plycatcher nests. Reed Warblers were noted in two areas and successful

nesting of Wryneck was suggested.

The more unusual species noted were Temminck's Stint, Sabine's.Gull and
Mediterranean Gulle.

August so far has produced another Temminck's Stint, Pectoral Sandpiper and Red=-
necked Phalarope.

CLASSIFIED LIST

Red-throated Diver.
Off Seaton Sluice singles N on 5th, 23rd and 26th(PD/KR/KW) .

Great.Cregted Grebe,

3 pairs with broods of 2, 2 and 3. young respectively at Colt Crag on 1st(RG/WB).

2 pairs at Whittle Dene all month with 2 juveniles present from 19th(JSB). 2 adults
at Catcleugh on 27th(LGM).

Slavonian Grebes
1 at Washington on 28th(EH/JP).

Little Grebe.
Successful nesting note” at Seaton Burn, Radcliffe and Havannah(BG/ERM) .

Manx Shearwater.
O0FF Seaton Sluice total of 504N and 525 during month with 361N on 4th(KW/KR) when
a flock was note” feeding offshore. '

Sooty Shearwater.
OFf Seaton Siuice 16N during month with 11N on 4th(KW).

Gannet,
Off Seaton Sluice 115N on 4th and 105N on 26th(KW).

Heron.

Up to 5 noted at Gosforth, Killingworth, Wallsend Swallow, Catcleugh and
Hemsterley Mill. Immigration was suggested during latter half of month with 28
off Cresswell on 21st(BU), 5 arriveing from the E at both Beaton Sluice and Whitley
Bay on 26th(XW et al.) and 1S off Coquet on 30th(RGo).

Cormorant.
About 160 on Marsden Rock on 7th(THW). 1 at Washington Refuge on 4th and 31st
Mallard, (WWR),

Flocks of 40-60 at Whittle Dene, Gosforth and Seaton Burn after 18th(JSB/AJ).

Teal.

3 broods noted in Holystone area early in month(BG/RGL). 21 at Grindon on 13th
(LGM) and offshore 12N and 1S off Seaton Sluice ornt5th where 10S on 22nd(XW/KR).

T

Nigeon,
Unusual.reports of 1 at Gosforth on 5th(LGM), 5 at Newton Pool ean 12th(IK) and 1
at Washington Refuge on 10th=15th(WWR).
gint&il.
off Coquet on 30th(RGo).
Shoveler,
1-7 at Washington, Seaton Burn and Holywell most of month with 35 at Holywell on

23rd(MN et al.). Offshore 2 at Coquet on 5th(RGo).
S ] /Scaup



Scaup.
At Cresswell Pond 1 on 2nd with 3 there 19th/20th(WAK/LGM/PD). 1 at Holywell on

315t (CED) and 1S Seaton Sluice on 22nd(KW).

Tufted Duck,

Early concentrations involved at least 100 at Colt Crag on 1st(RG/WB) with 40 still
there on 12th(LGM). Also on 12th 58 at each of Whittle Dene and Sweethope(LGM) and
by 19th 75 at Whittle Dene(JSB). 35 at Seaton Burn on 29th(AJ) and 6 off Coquet

on 5th(RGo)s 8=9 broods hatched at Holywell and 1 at each of Whittle Dene and
Derwent,

Ruddy Duck.,
Noted at Holywell on 1st{JEF),

Pochard,
During month 1-8 at Holywell, Washington, Radcliffe and Whittle Dene, 10 at
Gosforth on 20th/21st and 16 at Seaton Burn on 20th(AJ/IK).

Goldeneve.
Surprising reports of 6 at Colt Crag on 12th(LGM) and 1 at Washington on 18th(WWR).

Velvet Scoter.
0ff Seaton Sluice 2N on 10th, 9N on 12th, 4S on 14th and 3N on 16th(KW).

Common Scoter,

Heavy.passage off Seaton Sluice during month involved a total of 2192N and 122S.
Peaks of 291N on 5th, 284N on 20th and 139N on 26th(KW/KR et als)e. Smaller
numbers moving N off Coquet on six dates(RGo).

Fider.
400 off Hauxley on 22nd(HRS).

Red-breasted NMerganser,
Off Seaton Sluice 34N and 7S during month with 19N on 5th(KR/KW). Also 1 off
Coquet on 27th(RGo).,

Goosander,

Broods noted at Derwent Reservoir and S,Tyne at Melkridge. A female caught at the
latter on 12th had been ringed at nearby Bardon Mill in 1974(ERM).

Shelduck,
The commencement of moult migration was indicated by a count of 583 off Seaton

Sluice during month(RGL/KW) with 38 noted on 20th. Broods noted at Cresswell,
Monks House and Fenham Flats.

Greylag Goose,
S5NE over Cresswell and 2nd(WAK), 3S off Coquet on 3rd(RGo) and 5 at Sweethope on
12th(LGM).

Canada Goosexw
6 plus 4 young at Colt Crag on 12th when 58 at Sweethope(LGM) »

Mute Swan. .

A pair that hatched 7 young at Radcliffe walked them over one mile to Amble Harbour
as the pond dried up(HRS). 1 at Coquet most of month(RGo) 110 at Berwick on 23rd
Sparrowhawk, (Fc).
9 out of 11 pairs in a new study area reared a total of 25 young(ERM/JAG/WGJI).

A pait probably reared 3 young at Gosforth(BG/ABL) but 3 nests failed completely in
the Holystone area,

Kestrel,

Young reared at Hartford and Gosforth. A tired bird arrived from the E at
Cresswell on 21st(BU).

Black Grouse.
Several noted on Otterburn ranges on 11th(CED).,

Corncrake,

1 calling at Otterburn on 5th(perBG -G.A.Pyman) and another calling at Hexham on
Coot., 19th(per WB).
200-280 at Seaton Burn after 18th(AJ). 97 at Broomlee on 19th and 123 at Holywell on
Oystercatcher. 20th(LGM) .

Up to 80 roosting at Hauxley during month(HRS).
-2 - /Lapwing



Lapwing.

i Whittle Dene on 12th increased
Plocks increased as the month progressed. 500 at .
toogosO by 26th(JSB). 700 at Grindon on 12th and 500 at Melkridge on 26th(ERM/LGM).
100-300 at Broomloe, Greenlee, Shaftoe, RBellingham, Hallington, Cambo, Seaton Burn

and Washington.

Ringed Plovere. .
fﬁ%ﬁﬁd reports away from breeding strongholds involved up to 8 at Backworth and 3
at Washington.

Little Ringed Plover. .
An immature at Washington 12th-17th and 22nd(WWR).

Grey Plover.
1 on Coquet on 20th(RGo).

Golden Plover. .
Early flocking involved 50 at Fenham Flats on 6th(RGL), 20 at Whittle Dene after
19th(JSB), 200 in Allendale on 24th(RG/WB) and 38 at Cresswell on 26th(JPD/EML).

Turnstone.,

Up to 43 on Coquet until 23rd when 100 were counted. By 26th 226 were present
reducing to 144 by 30th(RGo). Small numbers at Seaton Sluice after 13th(EKW). Well
inland at Whittle Dene, 1 on 30th(JSB).

Curlew, : .

Off Seaton Sluice 146N and 483 during month with peaks of 46N on 5th and 40N on

25th/26th(KW). Off Coquet Island 44N on 19th(RGo) and 100 at Holy Island on 27th
M) o

Thimbrel. (201

Steady passage noted all month with total of 101N and 558 off Seaton Sluice(KW et

al.). Highest daily counts were 24N on 5th and 25N on 16th. Smaller numbers

noted all along the coast. The only inland reports were of 2S over Meldon on 8th
(ERM) and 1 at Heddon on 9th(JSB).

Black-tailed Godwit. v
7 at Fenham Mill on 6th(RGL) and 8N off Seaton Sluice on 14th(KW) .

Bar-tailed Godwit,

1 inland at Washington on 9th(AT), From 12th, 1-5N off Seaton Sluice on five dates
(KR/KW), 1-2 at Coquet and 8 at Holy Island.(RW).

Green Sandpiper,

1-2 at Washington from A4¢h(WWR), 1 at Gosforth on 13th(ABl) and on 20th; 2at %
Bothal and 2 at S.Linton(MN). ’

Wood Sandpiper.

A suggestion of some pa2ssage late in the month when, between 20th=-23rd, 1-2 at
Holywell, 1 over Whitley Bay and 1 near Backworth(CED).

Common Sandpiper,

More reports confirm that i has been a very successful breeding season.
Many records of birds on return passage with up to 4 at locations such as
Washington, Cresswell, Arcot Hall and Wallsend Swallow after 12th-an
4th a party of 16 had gethered at Holystone in Coquetdale,
in Seaton Sluice/St.Mary’'s area.

d as early as
On 22nd 24 were counted

Redshank,

Fluctuations on Coquet Island as month progressed were indicative of passage with
peaks of 75 on 20th and 42 on 30th(RGo)s Inland 12 at Arcot H211l on 31st(Bu).

Spotted Redshank,

Singles S off Seaton Sluice on 14th and 26th(KW).
Greenshank,

Well reported with at least 24 individuals from nine different locations. Largest

gatherings were at Washington(up to 6, especially from 28th), at Bothal(4 on 20th)
and Seaton Sluice(4S on 14th).

Knot.
Distinct passage noted from 12th with up to 44 per day, mainly S, at Seaton Sluice

and up to 60 on Coquet Island with a peak between 20th-24th(RGo/KR/KW), Elsewhere
6 at Cresswell on 19th(EH) and 22 at Holy Island on 28th(RW).

-3 - /Purple Sandpiper

1 at Washington on 28th(EH/JP).



Furple Sandpiper.
Noted almost daily on Coguet Island from 5th increasing from 3 to 17 by 9th, then
to 50 by 26th(RGo). Up to 12 at Seaton Sluice from 12th(XKR/XW).

Little Stint.
T noar Earsdon between 24th-28th(JEF) and 2 on Coquet on 30th(RGo).

Temminck's Stint,
1 near Earsdon on 31st remained there until well into August., It was an adult
bird in partial moult(JEF et al.).

Dunlin,

Steady return passage in small numbers noted throughout the month at the coast and
as far inland as the Irbhing Valley. Only on Coquet(max.36 On 28th) and at
Cresswell(max.26 on 26th) did numbers reach double figures.

Sanderling.
A Tew noted moving S at Seaton Sluice after 13th. On Coquet 1 on 17th, 15 on 28th
and 2 on 30th. At Cresswell 63 on 21st(KW/RGo/BU). :

Ruff,

Up to 5 at Washington during month(AT et al.). At Radcliffe, near Amble, 4 on 5th
increased to 10 by 10th(HRS). 1-2 noted at Seaton Sluice, Arcot Hall, Whittle
Dene, Coquet, Monks House, Cresswell and Hauxlev between 6th-31st.

Arctic Skua.

Numbers much lower than in recent years. At the intensively watched Seaton Sluice
only 24N and 138 during month(KW et al.). Only other reports were off singles at
Embleton(BU) and Coquet(RGo).

Great Skua,.
OFFf Seaton Sluice 9N and 2S5 during month(XW et al.) 1N off Cresswell on 19th(PD).

Great Black-backed Gull,
150 at Seaton Sluice on 31st(CMA).

Herring Gull.
600 at Seaton Sluice on 31st(CMA) and a part albino there on AL NEKR . etal Ve

Common Gull,

2 pairs hatched and probably reared young in NW Durham(AHB) .« Distinct passage
noted from 19th when they were moving w through Tyne Valley. & similar
observation was made on 26th(LGM), and on 27th/28th 400 near Rothley(ERM), 350 at
Seaton Sluice(CMA) and 50 at Sweethope(RGL). During this same period individuals
became apparent returning to scavenge over several regsidential areas in W Newcastle.

Glaucous Gull.
On Coquot Island an immature on 6th/7th was found dead later in the month(RGo).
Another N off Seaton Sluice on 20th(XW).

Little Gulle
Off Seaton Sluice 11N on 21st, 2N on 22nd and 1S on 24th(KW). On 31st 1 at
Holywell(CED). All were adults.

Sabine's Gull.
Ain immature bird was reported in the Seaton Sluice/Tynemouth area on a number of
occasions between T7th-30th(KR/KW/HTW et al.).

Mediterranean Gull,
An adult on Holy Island on S5th(BH).

Black Tern.
2N Seaton Sluice on 17th(KW).

‘vommic ' Tern.
Roosts of 200 on a pool at Hauxley on 5th(HRS) and up to 64 in Washington area
during month., Strong S movement off Seaton Sluice on 14th with 65 in thirty

minutes - mainly Common(ERM). 3 mobbing a Kestrel over Earsdon on 12th(XW) and 10
high over R.Tyne at Elswick on 3rd(BL).

Rosgeate Tern,
Off Seaton Sluice singles S on 14th and 15th and 3S on 25th(EH/ERM/KR).

Little Tern.
35 Seaton Sluice on 19th(KR). -4 = /Sandwich Tern




Sandwich Tern. g : :
Heavy S passage off Seaton Sluice on 14th. 396 were counted in thirty minutes

moving into thunderstorms(ERM). 40 roosting on Hauxley pool on 6th(HRS).

Guillemot,
Up to 14 off Coquet during month(RGo).

Razorbilla.
Up to 14 off Coquet during month (RGo).

Cuckoos,
Only report was of a juvenile at Holywell on 23rd(MN).

Barn Owl.
Young fledged from nests at Kirkley and Meldon. A young bird killed by a car at
Slaley on 22nd. Adults noted at Holywell and Chevington.

Little Owl,
2 young fledgzed from nest near Corbridge(BL).

Short-eared Owle.

Only report was of 1 at Cresswell on 26th(JPD/EML).

Swift,

Southerly passage noted on a number of occasions,especially 11th/12th and 20th-27th
at Craster(WSC), Seaton Sluice(XR), Team Valley and Cramlington(LGM).

Kingfisher.
1-2 noted at Gosforth Park, Hartford, Backworth, Washington, Prudhoe, Wooler and

:lkridge
Green Woodpecker. e s

Noted at Linhope, Middleton(near Wooler) and Hartford.

Great Spotted Woodpecker,
2 juveniles visiting bird tables at Hamsterley Mill during first week(EP).

Wryneck. ‘

A young bird found on a window-sill at Matfen on 15th suggested successful
breeding had occurred in the area(RW). 1 heard calling at Gosforth Park on 26th
(B&ME) «

Swallow,
Roost of 50 at Chevington Burn on 25th(ERM).

House Martin,.

37 nests noted in the Cramlington area(BM), 22 in the pumphouse at Catcleugh(LGM)
and 10 in the boathouse at Colt Crag(RG/WB)s At the last site most nests were
destroyed by human interference.

Sand Martin.
215 pairs in a colony at Melkridge and a 'large' colony at Corbridge(ERM/BL). Early
return passage was suggested by a gathering of up to 300 at Scaton Burn 18th-20th

Raven.
2 in N.Cheviots on 18th(ERM).

Great Tit/Blue Tit,
In Dipton/Stocksfield area there were 3 examples of each laying in the same nest:=-
.1) 3 Great Tits reared, Blue Tit's eggs did not hatch.
~1i) 1 Great Tit, 1 Blue Tit hatched but the Great Tit was deformed
and had to be destroyed.
iii) 6 Great Tit, 3 Blue Tit successfully reared. (BL)

Marsh Tit.
Noted at Ponteland(AKI).

Wheatear.
A juvenile well away from any known breeding area in West Newcastle on 4th(AKI).

Rlue Tit/Pied Flycatcher.

A nest at Dipton began with 5 P.F. eggs. Then B.T. built nest on top and laid 9
eggs with P.F. laying 1 ezg. 7 B.T. and 1 P.F. hatched and reared by Blue Tits(BL).

Stonechat,
Pair with at least 1 juvenile at Wingates on 5th(JSB). Pair at Cresswell Pond after
19th,
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Grasshopper Warblers.
"Reeling' at Whittle Dene and Ponteland.

Reed Warbler,
Adult at Chevington Burn on 25th in a likely breeding site. A second bird seen

there on 1st August(ERM/WGJ/BG). A family party at Gosforth Park on 13th(ABL).
Blackcap.

More reports of birds in good numbers, especially at Dipton and in Happy Valley,
near Middleton(BL/AXI). 1 in an area of young conifers, an unusual habitat
preference, at Wark Forest in mid month(ERM)., Pair at Hauxley on 31st(HRS).

Garden Warblers

——

In early wanderer at Hauxley on 31st(HRS).

Whitethroat.
Further evidence of an increase in population at Killingworth area(JDMcE).

Lesser Whitethroat,
1 singing at Washington Refuge 3rd-8th(WWR).

Willow Warbler.,
Early passage birds on Coquet Island on 15th, 28th and 29th(RGo).

Chiffchaff,
1 in a Gateshead suburban garden singing between 10th-12th(PD).

White Wagtail,
1 at Washington 2nd/3rd(AT).

Grey Wagtail,
1 at Waghington Refuge 25th-27th was unusual for the time of year(WWR).

Siskin.

Prequent in N.Tyne and in fAllendale, Singles at Linhope on 2nd(ERM) and at Tunstall
Reservoir on 1st(THV),

Linnet.

Flock of at least 60 at Seaton Burn on 24th(BM).

Redpoll,

More breeding in Holywell area than in any previous year(CED),

Crossbill.,
9 at Linhope on 2nd(ERM) and 2 pairs in Slaley area in mid month(BL).

Corn Bunting.
1 singing well inland at Gunnerton, near Barrasford, on 29th(RG/WB).
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A1l August reports to Bryan Gallowy, 3 Grosvenor Court, Westerhope, Newcastle upon
Tyne, NES 1RX by 9th September, please.

Please send S.A%E. for supply of record cards to Bryan Galloway.
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CLUB NEWS & NOTES

A1l 1975/76 subscriptions should be sent to JOHN DAY, 3 Station House, Stannington,
Nortiumberland, These remain unchanged - pt R S

Ordinary £2.50

Family £3,00
Junior £1.50

Although the club has been in recess for the last three months, committee work has
continued unabated. We feel that our time has been well spent, and club members
should derive additional benefits from our deliberations.

'Birds in Northumbria 1974', delivered with the bulletin, is of a quality which
reflects credit on all concerned with its production. The standard of text and
illustrations is probably the highest since the report was introduced in its
present form.

Appearance of the monthly bulletin has been, unfortunately, rather erratic owing to
holiday commitments of various members of the production .chain. For this, please
accept our apologies. Receipt of this bulletin on time shows that we are now back
on schedule.

Hand delivery by our gallant band of helpers has shown considerable saving in
postage, for which we are grateful. Owing to a change in work, Mr.Wilson has had
to give up Gateshead deliveries. A replecement to take over this area is urgently
required. Volunteers please contact the secretary.

Membership has continued to increase, and we welcome all old and new members to our
first meeting of the new season.

CLUB MEETING - Thursday, September 11th at 7.15»m

Tllustrated film talk by George Wall entitled 'Wings of the Wild'.

George, just back from five weeks in the Galapagos Islands, is one of that breed of
farmer/naturalists who escapes the depressing agricultural climate in S.W.Durhami by
filming birds. I don't know anything of his farming record, but as a film maker he
is excellent. His expertise is such that the National Trust commissioned him to
produce their Farne Islands film. You may also recall his appearances &n B.B.C.'s

'"Tooks Natural',

FIELD OUTING = Sunday, October 5th

Coach trip to HOLY ISLAND. Leader Tom Palmer.
Meet Baxter's Tynemouth. 8.90am
" Hancock Museum. 8.00am

Cost: £1.30 approx.

Bookings and cash to MIKE HODGSON, 30 Closefield Grove, Monkseaton, Whitley Bay.
Tels Whitley Bay 20511

Note Mike has taken over the duties of field secretary on a temporary basis from
Keith Walton pending election of the new committee in October,
Thanks Keith - Welcome Mike.,

Ao.G.M. = Thursday, October 9th.

Nominations for the committee should be sent to the chairman, using the attached
form (A) to arrive at least 24 hours before the A.G.M.

WAYS & MEANS

A film show held in conjunction with the Whitley Bay FeStival Committee netted £3.25.
The poor support for this event, arranged at short notice, was mainly owing to lack
of advance publicity, and the venue, Whitley Bay High School, which proved to be
somewhat ‘on the fringe'!,

Reference has already been made to the high quality of the illustrations in 'Birds
in Northumbria's With the generous cooperation of Jim Deacon, we are publishing
prints, suitable for framing, of 1) Merlin, 2) Long-eared Owl and 3) Garganey. (The

last especially drawn for the purpose.)

Each print, in a strictly limited edition, will be signed and numbered by the artist.
The cost id.'€1 per print, and in order to give club members the first opportunity
.
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of obtaining an example of Jim Deacon's work order form (B) is enclosed. In view
of the limited number available, orders will be dealt with on a'first come, first
served' basiss.

Earlier this year our approaches to the North Tyneside Leisure and Amenities
Committee resulted in a financial guarantee of £250 against possible loss on
publication of the annual report.

With a little luck, and especially if club members make an effort to sell
additional copies, 'Birds in Northumbria' promises to be self supporting again for
this year at leaste. In any event, we are most grateful to North Tyneside for
providing the 'cushion' which enables us to undertake publication.

WASHINGTON WILDFOWL REFUGE
By arrangement with the Wildfowl Trust, T.B.C. members may now become limited
members of the Trust with access to Washington only.for the reduced sum of £1+50,

As the daily entrance fee is 40p., four visits per annum will recoup your outlay.
The Refuge wildfowl collection includes virtually all those species to be seen wild
in Britain and is thus especially useful to our new or more inexperienced members.

The so-called 'wild area' of the refuge should prove of greater general interest,
Reports this year suggest that the three man-made ponds beside the Wear are
attracting as many wader species as the now defunct shallow pond at Barmston did
in the paste.

Apart from the excellent hide facilities, the Lodge building and shdp provide a
sheltered forum for birdwatchers in dispute over 'peep' identification!

In order to simplify administration, T.B.C. members wishing to take advantage of
this offer should complete form (C¢) so that the club can apply on your behalf for
block membership to coincide with our own financial year.

PINALLY The recorder says that 1975 appears to have been a successful year for
ground breeding species. Whispers reaching the secretary suggest that this might
also apply to T.B.C. members themselvess Congratulations to those concerneds In
the absence of requests for publication it would be invidious to publish an
incomplete list.



TYNESIDE BIRD CLUB
(A) 7.B.C. ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING - 9TH OCTOBER 1975
NOMINATION FOR CLUB COMMITTEE

NANIE D 006 pPpOOOOCO0OOOGOG0CCSOEDOSN

@0 0000@@a@ 080000000086 00a0

006060000098 000000000 468006860

PROPOSED BY o0 e 000aescec000 e
SECONDED BY o9 000006000000 000

Have nominees indicated acceptance? YES/NO

Please return this form by 7th October to
John Ginnever, 32 The Crest, Dinnington, Northumberland.

(B) SIGNED PRINTS_BY JIM DEACON

I wish to order the following prints at £1.00 each

Numbers required

11) MERLINOGGﬂ.‘.ﬂ.’.oo'......'..( )
2) LONG EARED O‘NL oooo-vo--oooon( )
3) PAIR OF GARGANEY eesecesssess( )

FTor which I enclose £ escocevcscces
NAME © 0 00 © 0 06 0 0 @0 000 000 Q000 POOCOEODOS SO0
[\. DDRESS ® 6 0686 0 00 0 @ 00 9 00 0600 @00 0800

#0060 9900000000000 000a0RO0 e

© 0 00009 0PE6 0000600600 QS B S Q OO

(Cheques should be made payable to the T.B.C.)

Please return this order form to
Keith Dures, 5 Bath Terrace, Tynemouth, Tyne & Wear.

() WASHINGTON WILDFOWL TRUST MEMBERSHIP

I wish to take advantage of the reduced subscription (£1.50)
offered to members of the T.B.C. and enclose £ ..sse00in payment,
NAME cecoasesnccescncsaavesnas

ADDRESS seveosacoscccassnonns

(Cheques should be made payable to the T.B.C.)

Please return completed form to
Keith Dures, 5 Bath Terrace, Tynemouth, Tyne & Wear.
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TYNESIDE BIRD CLUB
Auzust 1975

pieead B Rt LA S

SUMMARY

The first three weeks continued to be fine and warm during anticyclonic conditions
although on some occasions a sea mist developed resulting in very light 'falls' of
. Willow Warblers and Pied Flycatchers.

The final week was more unsettled, especially when a small depression moved into
the North Sea on 29th/30th and produced strong NE winds and heavy rain.

This last week was the most interesting period in the month with seabirds moving
offshore, including good counts of Shearwaters, some wildfowl and Skuase An influx
of Little Stints and Curlew Sandpipers commenced and both Lapwings and Golden Plover
were seen in large numbers. During the last two days 2 Laughing Gulls and a Buff-
breaste? Sandpiper appeared and a small influx of passerines included about 10
Barred Warblers, a Red-breasted Flycatcher and a Red-backed Shrike.

The other more interesting species of the month included Goshawk, Osprey,
2 Temminck's Stints, Pectoral Sandpiper and Red-necked Phalarope.

CLASSIFIED LIST

Diver.
Off Seaton Sluice, where all were identified as Red-throated, 6N and 2S5 between 17th

~-31st(KW). Elsewhere, singles off Chevington on 25th(BG) and off Hauxley on 31st

Great Crested Grebe. (HRS).
At Colt Crag 17 on 16th increased to at least 20 by 29th. On 22nd there were 15
adults and 5 immatires. This is probably the largest inland concentration on record
for Northumberland(RW et al.). 4 at Sweethope on 23rd(LGM) and 6 at Whittle Dene
all month(RW et al.). 1 at Seaton Burn on 7th and 15th(ERM/BM).

Little Grebe,

Well reported with birds on at least 16 different waters., Largest concentrations
were of 32 at Colt Crag on 23rd, including 7 different broods(LGM), 20-23 most of
month on Northumbrian Loughs, 17 at Washington on 22nd (AT) and 16 at Holywell most
of month(MN). Newly hatched young were noted at Holywell on 30th(AH).

Manx Shearwater, .

Off Seaton Sluice 202N and 20S on 8 dates with a peak of 81N on 30th when a
'‘Balearic’ was moted( ERM/KW et al.)s A large flock of Shearwaters on the sea about
3-4 miles off Lynemouth on 22nd were probably Manx(BG/RGL).

Sooty Shearmater,
66N off Seaton Sluice during the month with 16 on each of 17th and 30th and 10 on
31st(KW et al.).

Fulmar.
60/hr N off Hauxley on 17th and a steady N movement on 30th(HRS). A 'blue' phade
N off Hauxley on 26th.

Gannet.
Moving N on many dates with peaks off Seaton Sluice of 825 on 23rd, 539 on 25th and
369 on 17th when 40/hr N off Hauxley(XKW et al.).

Heron,

Noted at 14 different localities., Many birds were probably on passage. The more
interesting observations involved 9 at Warkworth on 31st(BG/ERM), 9 at Colt Crag on
23rd(LGM), 6,at Cresswell on 23rd(JPD/EML). 1 arrived from the E at Holy Island on
3rd(BM) and 18 over St.Mary's on 26th(BG/RGL).

Cormorant.
90 roosting off Holy Island on the Black Law on 17th(LGM).

Mallard. -

A noticeable build up in the month progressed with some moving N offshore. During
the last 8 days 225 at Holywell, 160 at Northumbrian Loughs, 150 near Bamburgh and
100 at cach of Whittle Dene, Colt Crag and near Kirkley. 50N off Seaton Sluice on
31St-

-] = /Teal
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Teal,

Concentrasions of up to 50 were not uncomman on many waters as far inland as
Grindon, especially after midmonth with 80 near Backworth on 25th. Northerly
offshore padsage was particularly conspicuous with 915 noted off Seaton Sluice
during month with peaks of 95 on 25th and 345 on 31st. Smaller numbers noted off
Cresswell and Hauxley.

Garganey.
1 near Kirkley on 4th(ERM), 2 at Holywell on 8th(MN), 1 at Cresswell on 17th(BG/RGL/

ERM) and at least 2 at Newton Pool on 24th(BG),

Wigeon.

2=4 on Northumbrian Loughs on 2nd (LGM) and 1 in Budle Bay on 8th(BU)., Became
increasingly regular after 14th and by 31st 22 on Northumbrian Loughs. Offshore
passage involved T4ON and 28S off Seaton Sluice with most occurring during the last
week when 130N on 30th and 327N on 31st(KW et al.). Smaller numbers noted off
Warkworth, Hauxley and Cresswell.

Pintail,
2 at each of Backworth on 3rd and Seaton Burn on T7Tth(BG/ERM). On 31st 3 at Grandon
(LGM) and 3N Hauxley(HRS),

Shovelery

Largest gatherings were 30-35 at Newton Pool(Bg) °R 24th, 29 at Seaton Burn on
24th(IK), 25 at Blaydon on 19th(P&ID), 16 at Colt Crag on 23rd(LAY) and 12 at
Holywell on 8th(MN). Up to 7 on 6 other waters and 1N off Hauxley on 31st.

Scaup.

A female at Colt Crag on 23rd(LGM).

Tufted Duck.

At Whittle Dene 65 on 3rd increased to 121 by 28th(JSB/AJ et al.). 80 at Holywell
on 14th(AJ), 79 at Sweethope and 55 at each of Hallington and Coly Crag on 23rd(LGM),
40 at Seaton Burn on 28th(AJ). Broods of young noted at Whittle Dene (1) and
Halleypike (2). Offshore records involved 1 off Hauxley on 5th and 12N and 1S off
Seaton Sluice on 4 dates after 14th.

Pochard,

20 on Northumbrian Loughs on 16th increased to 35 by 31st(LGM). 17 at Seaton Burn
on 24th(IK)s 2 at Arcot Hall on 7th when 8 at Gosforth, Thereafter up to 10 at 5
other waters, Offshore records involved 6N off Seaton Sluice on 30th and 1N
Warkworth on 30th,

Goldeneye, °

1S off Seaton Sluice on 16th(KW) 1 at Washington 20th-28th(AT), 3 at Colt Crag 23rd
(LGM).

Long-tailed Duck,

2N Hauxley on 31st(HRS).,

Velvet Scoter.
Singles N off Seaton Sluice and Hauxley on 17th(HRS/KW).

Common Scoter.,
Off Seaton Sluice 980N and 164S during month with peak of 170N on 30th/31st(KW),

Red~breasted llerganser,

40 off Ross on 17th(LGM) and off Seaton Sluice 4N on 17th and 1N on 31st(KW).
Goosander.,

20 at Bardon Mill on 10th(LGM) and 1 at Warkworth on 31st(HRS).

Shelduck.,

Continued moult migration resulted in up to 10 being noted off Seaton Sluice on 5
dates and 1 at Arcot Hall on 20th,

Egyptian Goose,
1 in Sweethope/Colt Crag area 16th/23d.

Canada Goose,
82 at Colt Crag on 22nd(RW)was largest count from that area. On 26th 2 arrived at

Cresswell from the E, 1 of which was ringed. Later the same day 2 near Backworth
were perhaps the same birds moving S(ERM).

Mute Swan,
3 cygnets at Bolam and 5 at Newton Pool.~ 2 - /Buzzard
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Buzzards
2 in Alwinton area on 24th(S4).

Sparrowhawk.
Of the many rcports of 1-2 birds 1 chasing a Turnstone over the sea at Craster on

21st was the most interesting. The Turnstone escaped!

Goshawk.
1 chasing pigeons over Blanchland on 27th(per BL).

Osprey.
1 at Hallington on 15th(RW) and possibly the same at Colt Crag on 27th(per RW).

Peregrine.
1 being mobbed by 5 Kestrels over R.Irthing in SW Northumberland on 25th(LGM).

Merline ‘
Dispersal from the hills and passage of N birds resulted in singles at Budle Bay,

Washington and Hallington after 14th with 2 near Backworth on 31ste.

Kestrel.,
13 along short stretch of R.Irthing in SW Northumberland on 25th(LGM), On 23rd 2

arrived from the E at Cresswell, 1 being mobbed by Kittiwakes(BG).

Corncrake,
Pair bred successfully in Hexhamshire(per BL) and an adult with 1 young at
Battleshiel in Upper Coquetdale in early hugust(per JCD).

Coot,
520 at Seaton Burn on 12th(AJ) reducing to 50 by 22nd then 180 on 28th, 200 at

Broomlee on 16th(LGM) and 250 there by 31st. 95 at Holywell on 24th.

Oystercatcher.

250 off Holy Island, on the Black Law on 17th(ILGM). On 25th/26th 150 at Budle Bay
(MsH) and 150 at St.Mary's(BG). 70-80 at Cresswell 23rd/24th, 90 at Hauxley on
7th and 42 at Warkworth on 31st,.

Lapwing,

2500 at the Long Nanny on 24th(BG) with 1500 at Whittle Dene on 23rd and at )
Druridse on 25th(BG/LGM). 500 near Benton on 20th(MSH) and 400-450 in Blaydon area
(MH) after mid month. Up to 300 at many other localities as far inland ag

Haltwhistle.

Ringed Plover,

180 at the Long Nanny on 24th(BG), 50 in Ross area on 8th and 17th(LGMBU), 40 at

Warkworth on 31st(BG) and 20 at St.Mary's 26th-30¢h(MSH), Inland up to 7 near

Backworth and at Washington most of month. 3 colour ringed birds noted at Ross on
17th(BU).

Little Ringed Plover,
At Washington an adult on 5th-7th and an immature 15th-28th(WWR).

Grey Plover.,
92 at Ross on 17th(LGM) and 21 in Budle Bay on 25th(MSH), 1-2 at Hauxley 24th-26th
(HRS) and 1 inland over Holywell Pond on 28th(BU).

Golden Plover,

Purlng f rst W?ek 430 in Budle Bay(BU) and 200 at Whittle Dene(JSB). An apparent
influx affer mid month with 2500 at Long Nanny on 24th(BG), 1500 at Whittle Dene
on 23rd(WAK), 1000 in Budle Bay on 28th and up to 600 in Hauxley/Druridge area.

On 31st 300 on Holy Island(IK) and 2 flocks, each of 500, arrived high from the MW
over Morpeth(BG),

Turnstone.

Between 5th-8th flocks of up to 12 in Seahouses/Bamburgh area(BU). 40 at Cresswell
17th inc. to 200 by 23rd. At St.Mary's up to 200 between 26th-30th(BG). An 2
unusual number of inland reports indicated overlahd passage with 1 at Washington on
5th(W#R), 5 at Hallington on 9th(JSB), 1 at Seaton Burn on 14th was later found
entangled in a fishing line on 20th but successfully released(iJ/ERM) and 1 at
Swalwell on 17th(MH),

Common Snipes,

Well reported in parties of up to 35 as migration progressed, being noted alongside
12 different wmatevs in coastal areas. Larfest numbers occurred at Ellington, Monkst
House, Holy Islfnd and Walbottle. -3 - /Curlew




Curlew,.

The largest concentrations occurred in the Ross/Budle area with at least 450 there
on 1° th(LGM). 55 were at the Lonz Nanny on 24th(BG) and 30 gathered at the
traditional inland haunt on the R.Coquet at Holystone on 10th(BG).

Whimbrel,

Small numbers noted all along the coast but from the intensively watched Seaton
Sluice 31N and 855 during month with 298 in a flock on 6th and 3885 on 15th(KW et al)
At Hauxley 34 noted during month mainly passing S.

Black-tailed Godwit,.
2 in Budle Bay on 6th(BU) and 1 at Wallsend Swallow on 21st(PD).,

Bar-tailed Godwit,.

700 at Ross on 17th(LGM) after 15 had been seen in Budle Bay on 8th(BU). 1-2 at

Bamburgh, Newton, Hauxley and Seaton Sluice between 2nd-16th but a small influx

was..suggested on 29th/30th when 9 were at Alnmouth, 5 at Warkworth and 18 at
St.Mary 's.

Green Sandpipers

Well reported throughout the month with at least 43 individuals involved at a total
of 16 lowalities. Most reports were of 1-3, but 4 were at each of Holystone - in
Upper Coquetdale(10th) and Backworth(9th) with up to 5 at Swalwell, Kirkley and
Wallsend Swallow and 6 at Washington(5th).

Wood Sandpiper.
A1l reports were between 5th-24th with 1-2 at Washington, Wallsend, Backworth,
Bwalwell, Cresswell and Monks'House. No more than 10 individuals were involved.

Common Sandpiper.

Widely reported in groups of up to 6, especially before 20th. The more interesting
reports involved a flock of 12 gaining height at dusk over Lynemouth on 5th before
making off S calling exeitedly(BG/RGL) and a2 party of 4 landing on a road in Whitley
Bay during heavy rain on 30th with some perchinz on garden walls!(CED).

Redshank.
A suzgestion of passage late in the month with 500 at Cresswell on 25th(MSH) and

410 at Warkworth on 31sh(BG/ERM et al.)

Spotted Redshank,

Very few reports. With the exception of 3 at Washington on 28th(LGM), all others
were of singles at Monks'House, Hauxley, Warkworth, Budle Bay, Cresswell, Holywell
and Seaton Sluice.

Greenshank,

Many reports of single birds though up to 3 were not uncommons, 13 at Holy Island
om 31st was unusually large flock(IK), whilst up to 8 were note” at Washington and
up to 4 at Colt Crage They are also attracted to river banks with 5 in a 6 mile
stretch of the R.Irthing o> 25th(LGM) and 1 at Holystone on R.Coquet on 10th,

Knot.
15 at Bambargh 12th and 16th(BS/ERM), 45 at Cresswell on 23rd and 30 at Warkworth
on 30th., = 1=7 noted at St.Mary's, Hauxley and Newton between 14th-30th,

Purple Sandpiper.
Only report was of 5 at Craster on 23rd(BH).

Little Stint,

Many reports during an influx that commenced with 1 at Ross on 8th(BU) followed by

1 at Monks'House on 13th(WAK)., By 18th 2 were at Cresswell(JNP/AH) where they
increased to 9 on 23rd and to 27 by 31st, including a flock of 19(ERM/MSH/BG et al.)
Another large gathering of 14 was located at Warkworth on 30th where 5-6 had been
present from 24th(JEF/HRS). Apart from 1-2 at Washington after 19th all other
sightings were made between 24th-31st with 1-6 on the coast at Newton, St.Mary's,
Lynemouth and inland at Backworth, Arcot Hall, Derwent Rese. and Grindon Lough.

Temminck's Stint.

The bird seen near Backworth in late July remained throughout August and completed
its moult into winter plumaze(JEF et al.). Another was at Monks'House Pool between
14th=-16th( ERM/WAK/BG) .

Pectoral Sandpiper.
1 was seen with Dunlin at Monks'House Pool on 2nd(WSC).
4 - /Dunlin




Dunlin,
700 at Ross on 8th increased to 1400. by 12th(BU), 50-100 were noted at Long Nanny,

Newton, Warkworth and Cresswell particularly late in the month when up to 200.
gathered at St.Mary's(BG et al.). Inland up to 10 were noted at Hamsterley Mlll,-
Whittle Dene and ‘rcot Hall, During June/July 21-22 pairs were found breeding in
Northumberland, 5 of which were at sites not recorded in 1973/1974.

Curlew Sandpiper.

1T at Washington on 11th(PD) heralded an influx which was most apparent from 24th.
Between 10-18 were at Warkworth and up to 8 were at Cresswell. 1-3 were at
Backworth, Hauxley and St.Mary's with 1 inland at Derwent Res. The largest number

occurred on 31st.

Sanderling. )
8 at Hzuxley on 3rd(HRS) increasing to 20 by 29th. 10 at Ross on 8th(BU) and 24 at
Chevington next day(BG) when 2 at Lyhemouth. At St.Mary's 10 on 26th increased to

30 by 31st(BG/EML/JPD).

Buff-breasted Sandpiper. .
On 31st 1 was watched at close range at Cresswell for about 5 minutes(MSH). This

is the fourth 1ecord for Northumberland. The same bird, or perhaps another, was
seen feeding with Golden Plover near Hadston, about 3 miles N, on 13th Septe(BL)e

Ruff.

Well reported though in fewer numbers than in recent years. The largest gatherings
were of 14 at Cresswell on 31st(MSH et al.) with up to 10 there, at Monks'House and
at Washington. 1-5 were not uncommon alongside waters as far inland as Grindon,
especially from mid month.

Red-necked Phalarope.
1 was watched both swimming and resting on the shore at Ross on 8th(BU).

Arctic Skua.

As usual most were reported from the intensively watched Seaton Sluice, although
very few were noted until after 15th. Monthly total was 271N and 258S with peaks
0f52S on 16th and 106N and 98S on 30th(KW et al.). Small numbers noted off
Cresswell, Hauxley, Bamburgh and Holy Island,

Great Skua.
Off Seaton Sluice 45N and 6S during month with peak of 29N on 31st(KW et al.).
Only other report was of 1 off Hauxley on 31st(HRS).

Pomarine Skua,.
On 4 days between 17th-31st inclusive 3N and 35 off Seaton Sluice.

Long~-tailed Skua,
Off Seaton Sluice ab adult N(XW) and an immature S on 30th(ERM/KW).

Great Black-backed Gull,
A flock of 300 adults at the Long Nanny nr.Beadnell on 24th(BG).

Lesser Black=~backed Gull,
A locally bred "amily party seen on Whitfield Moor on 10th(LGM).

Common Gull,

The 'July arrival' continued with 50 adults near Jesmond Dene on 2nd when small
numbers were goving W over WNorthumbrian Loughs/Wark Forest. By 21st 340 adults in
Whitley Bay(ERM/LGM/ERNM).

Lauzhing Gull,.

On 30th 2 first year birds were watched for some time as they rested on the beach

at Hauxley(BL/DPM), This is the first record for Northumberland and only the
seventh for Britain of this rare visitor from America.

Little Gull,

Off Seaton Sluice 25 on 3rd, 2S on 16th, 3N on 30th and 11N on 31st(KW et al.).
Included in the counts were 5 adults. Inland an adult at Holywell 1st-10th and 26th
and another at Wallsend Swallow 8th-22nd(CED/PD/AJ).

Kittiwake,
Flock of 500 resting on the shore at St.Mary's on 30th(MSH).

-5 - /Black Tern



Black Tern.
Between 13th~16th singles at Gosforth, Seaton Burn and St.Mary's. Between 23rd-
26th singles N off Hauxley, Cresswell and St.Mary's and, on 31st, 1 at Derwent Res.

Commic Tern,

Purther evidence indicating that overland passage is regular involved sightings of
25SW at dusk near Chemington on 1s5t(BG/ERM ) with 1-2 at Seaton Burn, Blaydon and
Holywell between 14th-26th, Washington Refuge attracted at least 30 most of the
month with a peak of 125 on Tth(WWR). At the coast 200 rested on the beach at
Chevington on 9th(BG) with steady N passage off Hauxley on 17th reversing to steady
S off Cresswell on 23rd,

Roseate Tern.
A few noted off Seaton Sluice and Hauxley during month.

Sandwich Tern,
100 rested on the beach at Chevington on 9th and steady S movement off Lynemouth
on 11th(BG).

Black Guillemot,
An adult in breeding plumage noted S off Newton on 14th(ERM) .

Turtle Doves
1 in Whitley Bay Cemetery on 8th and 1 at Seaton Sluice on 17th(KW).

Cuckoo.,
1 at Cresswell on 2nd(JPD/EML), 1 at Whitfield Lough on 10th, 1 on Holy Island on
15th(BL) and 31st(IK), 1 near Morpeth on 25th(BXME).

Barn Owl,
1 seen in Wallsend(PD) and at Druridge 3 young fledged from a nest 14th-16th(JNP).

Little Owl,
Only report was of 1 in Holywell/Seaton Sluice area in mid month(JEF).

Short~eared Owle.
1-2 at Wallsend Swallow from 8th(BB/AJ/PD), 1 near Kirkley on 17th(ERM) and 2 well
inland at Threestone Burn on 5th(JCD).

Swallow.

1 pair reared 3 broods totalling 13 young found near Riding Mill and in same o
general area 7 pairs reared broods of 6 young - a very good breeding season!

At Chevington 400 roosted on 1st decreasing to 100 by 6th(BG/ERM) whilst the roost
at Blaydon attracted 300 on 23rd-26th increasing to 500 by 31st(LJM). Passage was
observed on 23rd/24th when a flock of 120 were feeding low over sea near Newton
before moving off 3, at least 200 at Craster, 400 over Seaton Burn(included some
Sand Martins) and moving steadily S at Cresswell(BG/BH/IX). On 27th 300 at )
Bamburgh(MSH).

House Martin.
Approx. 30 nests at Colt Crag on 23rd(LGM).

Sand Martin.
Colony of 8/9 nests in sand dunes at Ross on 17th(LGM). 50 roosting with Swallows
at Blaydon on 23rd(LJM). 1 at Warkworth on 31st(BG/ERM).

Swifte

Large oopulations noted in Blaydon, Stocksfield and Prudhoe areas(BL/ERM). A
general departure from the nest sites was apparent from 9th with only 3 left at
Blaydon by 23rd(LJM). On 30th/31st 2-3 at Seaton Sluice and Holy Island{(KW/IK).

Kingfisher,
1-2 noted at Mitford, Riding Mill, Alwinton, Blaydon and Washington Refiige.

Green Woodpecker,
As is usual noted in College Valley and Harthope Valley.

Great Spotted Woodpecker.
1 visiting a bird table at Hamsterley Mill during first week(EP) and 2 juveniles
only at Holy Island on 31st(IK).

Marsh Tit,.
Noted near Mitford,

Mistle Thrush,.
Flocks of 15 in N.Shields from 15th(JS§) and 35NW nr. Ridipg NMill on 18th(BL).
- - /Piellfare
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Fieldfare,
5 early birds on Holy Island on 31st(IK).

Wheatear,
Small numbers in coastal districts all month with peaks of 20 at Craster on 23rd.

(BH) and 20 in St.Mary's area on 30th/31st(PD/MSH) when small numbers were
conspicuous at Holy Island, Hauxley and Tynemouth.

Stonechat,
Haltwhistle is yet another inland site where it was established that a pair bred

(LGM)s A pair stidl feading freshly fledged young at Cresswell on 17th(BG/ERM/RW/
Whinchat, , iy
2 distinct influx on 23rd/24th when 25 at Wallsend Swallow, 15 near Hauxley and 6

4t Holywell. - On 30th 6 arrived at Tynemouth after heavy rain.

Redstart.
A family of 6 at Craster on 23rd is a very late example of breeding if they had

been reared locally(BH) and further singles were noted in breeding habitat in the

Ponteland area on 27th(AKI) and on 30th(IK). Single migrants noted at Seaton

Sluice on 14th(JEF) and in both Blyth and Whitley Bay Cemeteries on 30th(ID/ERM/
CED).

Grasshopper Warbler,
1 singing near Ebchester on 7th(per BL).

Reed Warbler,
An adult was trapped at Chevington on 1st(HRS) whilst unstreaked acrocephalus

warblers, probably Reed, were noted at Hauxley(1 on 16th) and at Newton Pool(2-3 on
28th) (HRS/JEF/WAK).
Sedge Warbler.

At least 40 at Blaydon on 2nd(@&JM) with about 20 in Chevington area same day(BG/ERM)
Still feeding young at Bamburgh, Newton and Hauxley at end of month.

Blackcap.
Single migrant at Hauxley on 5th(HRS) with 1 at Hamsterley Mill on 9th and 17th(EP)

and 2 at Craster on 23rd(BH).

Barred Warbler, .

1 near Hauxley on 24th and an influx was suggested on 30th/31st when about 8 were
on Holy Island, including a party of 6(IK/KH), 2+were at Hauxley(HRS) and 1 was at
Seaton Sluice(BG/KW et als).

Garden Warbler.
Between, 27th-31st.1=3 migrants at Bamburgh Holy Island and Hauxleye.

‘"Whitethroat, ,
Still in evidence until-late in the month with 10 in Cresswell area on 29£h(IK).

Lesser Whitethroat,
1 at Blaydon on 17th(BL) and on 22nd 1 at Walbot*le(NH) and. 1.at Hurtley(PD)

Wood - Warbler,
About 15 singing males noted in leton area during summer(BL).

Spotted Flycatcher.
Noted to be scarce as a breeding species in some areas but common in others.

Pied Tlycatcher, ;
Steady passage in very small numbers through coastal areas from 6th with 1-4 at

many points, especially 30th/31sth

Red-breasted Flycatcher,
1 in Priors Park, Tynemouth on 30th/31st(AB/KGD),

Meadow Pipit,.
A bird still feeding young at Cresswell on 24th(MSH).

Tree Pipit,

A very good breeding season was observed in some areas(BL).

Pied Wagtail,
Steady passage was suggested by parties of 10-40 occurring at Monks 'House, Newton,
Cresswell, Lynemouth, Whitley Bay and inland at Kirkley between 16th-24th(BG/ERNM).
A roost at Blaydon built up from 100 $#n 9th to 300 by 26th(LJIM).

-7 - /White Wagtail




White Wagtail, y
An adult at Chevington on 2nd(BG).

Grey Wagtails
Away from breeding areas 1-2 at Washington, Denton and Swalwell.

Yellow Wagtaile
Roost of 200-300 at Blaydon ond=26th(LJIM) .

Red=-backed Shrikes
n immaturc on Holy Island on 31st(IK/KH).

Goldfinchse

A very successful breeding season with pairs rearing young in centre of Newcastle
Resultant large flocks were of 80 at Whitley Bay on 30th(BG) and 45 at Dinnington
on 26th(ERM). '

8iskine
Probably bred in Dipton/Slaley area(BL) as well as in more usual areas in the W,

Linnet,
300-400 in both Cresswell and Hauxley areas most of month with 100-120 at Bamburgh
on 17th and Kirkley on 20th,

Redpoll.
Targe flocks in Hemsterley Mill area.

Crossbill.
5 near Falstone on 3rd(LGM).

Chaffinche
A '1eucis§icj ?ird noted in a flock of 30 at Falstone on 18th(ERM) .

Omigaions . ' —

Willow Warbler. b 08

Conspicuous falls of migrants at Hauxley on 16th(20) and on 30th/31st at Whitley
Bay(JDMcE et als) and Holy Island(IK).
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All September records to Bryan Galloway, 3 Grosvenor Court, Westerhope, Newcastle
upon Tyne NE5 1RX by 9th Oct. pleases S<A.E. for supply of record cardse

Any correspondence relating %o Bulletin/Annual Report distribution, address changes
etc., should be sent to Keith Walton 51 Beachcroft Avenue, Tynemouth.

_CLUB NEWS & NOTES

Annual General meeting, Thursday, 9th October at 7.15pm .

Nominations for the committee should be sent to John Ginnever (preferably using the
forn g;%ached to the July bulletiq), to arrave at least 24 hours before the meeting.

We Took forward to a large attendance and hope that members will take the . 'v.™”

opportunity of voicing their opinions of the present state of the T.B.C. Without
‘feedback' and ideas from the general membership it is difficult for a committee to
know if the full potential of the club is being utilised.

ERIC BIRD has kindly agreed to be ‘on hand %o instruct and entertain you when the
election procedure has been completede Ertc's films, whether made locally or
abroad, are always excellent, as members who have seen them will know already.

-,

James Deacon, signed prints.
The limited edition of 50 copies.each,of three subjects, will be available at the
L - 8- /Club News & Notes cont,.




Club News & Notes cont/

club meeting. Response “rom within the club has been good, but copies of Merlin,
Long-eared Owl and Garganey are still available, It would help considerably if
members who intend to collect the prints already ordered could bring envelope or
wrapper to take 12%" x 101" prints.

Whitley Bay Sports Council,
Our application to join the orzanisation has been accepted and, as a result, we
hope to announce some interesting developments in the near future,

SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR 1975/76 are NOW DUE

TREASURERS REPORT & STATEMENT O ACCOUNTS

The pressures of inflation have continued to stretch the Club's financial resourcese.
In spite of this your committee feel able to announce that subscriptions will
remaln at their present levels for at least the next financial year.,

In the Treasurers Report presented to the 1974 Annual General Meeting it was stated
that the committee would explore every means of reducing costs and raising further
income, This policy has been pursued and the generous financial guarantee from the
North Tyneside Recreation Committee, who have pledged to underwrite any loss to the
Club in respect of 'Birds in Northumbria', is a most important development. The
distribution of the Bulletin by hand has proved very successful with approximately
100 Bulletins (half the monthly total) being distributed to members by this method.
The committee are extremely grateful to those who help with this scheme which has
saved the Club over £50 in postage during the nine months or so that it has been in
operation,  It-is hoped that during the coming year even more Bulletins will be

delivered in this way.

Encouraging-as these developments are, there is little doubt that the Club's
finances will be faced with Tfurther strain as costs continue to rise, e.g. the
forthcoming increase in postal charges will come into force right at the beginning
of the new finsncial year. For this reason your committee will continue to review
the Club's financial position at regular intervals throughout the year,

At the present time our greatest asset is the annual 'Birds in Northumbria'. Each
year the Club must sell between 300 and 400 copies, over and above those supplied
to members and to other organisationse. If each member can sell just one copy of

the report, the Club will be able to enter the year in a much healthier financial

popitiodn,

The following statement of accounts has been forwarded for auditing

to Gallon Lee & Co., Chartered Accountants.
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Receipts and Payments Account
Ist October 1974 to 30th September 1975

Cash in hand and at Bank - 1st October 1974 £ 53,10
Receipts §~ Membership subscriptions ’512400
Sales of 'Birds in Northumbria 1971 1,00
1972 10,90
1973 155.24
1974 1.70
Sale of Clulp badges 20,20
Bank interest 10.22
Wildfowl Trust Subscriptions 750
Advanced sale of J.Deacon prints 6,00
Sales of Breeding Subvey 3.35
Sundries 4.40 732451
£ 785,61

- Emm mwe s eme GEe G WEs o WY Gae G e Gme e ea GG GED G Gae e Gme  een G Gme  Gmm  Gmms  ewe  Gem e Gew e W wes e e e See ko emm oW

Payments := Production and distribution

of Bulletin 152,61
New record cards’~ 33+d5
Visiting speakers 28,00
Advanced booking : coach hire 26,10
Secretary's expenses 21,50
Typist and art work 1974 'Birds
in Northumbria' 20,00
Hire of RSPB films : 14480
Stationery : Great Crested Grebe
Survey B
Seaton Sluice Observatory expenses 6.00
Advertisement in 'Birds' : 5,00
Lecture Hall expenses 12.88
Sundries 3.79 :
- £ 331,14
Balance in hand 30th September 1975
Cash at Bank 372,72
Cash in hand 81.75
' £ 454.47

BeMartin & J.C.Day

Pl
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J{Y’;ESIDE BIRD CLUB

September 1975

SUMMARY :
Tn & month that was dominated initially by anticyclonic weather and then by an
airstrealr from a westerly quarter no large scale arrivals of continental migrants .

took place.

Between 1st-7th, Little 8tints and Curlew Sandpipers reached peak numbers while the
Temminck's Stint remained in the area. Teal, Wigeon and Arctic Skuas were '
conspicuous moving N, and 2 Sabine's Gulls were noted. Residual Barred Warblers
were on Holy Island where, during the next few days, a Red-backed Shrike was seen.
It was also during this mid month period that both Great Grey and Lesser Grey
Shrike ware.reporteds The weekend of 13th/14th produced a good movement of
Shearwaters and Great Skuas into strong N.N.W. winds. Also reported were another

Sabine's Gull, a Buff-breasted Sandpiper and 4 Dotterel. Hirundines were passing
S. in numbers most of the month, especially 20th/21st and 2 large Swallow roosts
were located,

During the last few days an assortment of interesting records included Barred and
Yellow~browed Warblers, the first Redwings, Snow Bunting, Whooper Swans and Geese
and an unusually larzge concentration of Goosanders.

CLASSIFIED LIST

Diver (sp.)

1 off Holy Island on 1st and between 7th-28th up to 9 per day of f Hauxley and
Seaton Sluice. On 28th about 20 off Cresswell. Some were identified as . = -

Red=-throated.

Great Northern Diver,
3 off St.Mary's on 4th(EP) and 6 off Cresswell on 28th(KW).

Great Crested Grebe.

Well reported. Colt Crag continued to attract largest numbers with 15 therc on 1s%t
(RW) relucing to 5-6 after 11th,y Up to 6 at Whittle Dene during month(EAS et al.)
with 1-2 at Hallington, Tunstall and Smiddyshaw. Offshore 2N Hauxley on 14th, 1N
Dianstanburgh on 21st and 1N S8eaton Sluice on 27th.

Little Grebe.

30 at Colt Crag on 10th(MR) and 24 at Northumbrian Loughs on 13th(ILGM). 10 at
Cresswell Pond on 27th(BG) and up to 6 at Holywell, Westerhope, Wallington, T
Hallington, Hazelrigg, Whittle Dene and Tunstall.

Manx Shearwater.,
OFff Seaton Sluice a total of 60N between 7th-28th with peak on 13th/14th of 47(KW

et ale)s Smaller numbers noted off Hauxley, Bamburgh and St.Mary's.

Sooty Shearwater.
Noted off Cresswell(ID), St.Mary's(BG) and Seaton Sluice(BG/KW) wifh counts at the

latter involving 5N on 7th, 18N on 13th, 6N on 14th and 1N on 27th.

Fulmar,
Off Hauxley 40/hr N on 2nd and 60/hr N on 7th(HRS)., Off Seaton Sluice 20N on 13th
(BG) and 415 on 27th(KW). ' -

Gannet,

Heavy passage N noted on several dates, especially in first 3.. hours after dawn.
On 7th 912 off Seaton Sluice with 535 off Hauxley in 1% hours. On 14th 1200N off
Seaton Sluice. Smaller numbers noted off Holy Island.

Cormorant,

200~300 roosting on Marsden Rock during first part of month(THW). Southerly passage
was apparent off Seaton Sluice on 12th when 35S and off Hauxley on 14th when 255

and on 28th when small parties passed S, 22 on Jarrow Slake on 12th(BE), 1-4 at
Washington all month(WWR) and 1 at Coly Crag on 17th(CMA).

Shag,
A suggestion of S passage off Hauxley on 14th(HRS).
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Heron. 5
Largest gathering was of 7 at Hallinzton on 17th(CMA), Birds arriving from the E
at the coast involved 4 at Warkworth on 3rd(BG), 1 at Newton on 13th(KR), and 3 at
St.Mary's on 21st(JD¥cE). Up to 5 noted at eleven other localities inland and at

the coast.
Pelican,
Still present at Warkworth(JRN),

FPlamingo.

1 at Cresswell on 20th(AD) - an escape!

Malldrd,

Targest counts were 272 at Northumbrian Loughs on 27th(LGM), 250 at Holywell on 8th
(CED), 180 at Whittle Dene on 21st(AJR), 100 near Kirkley on 9th(ERM) and 140 at
Pawston on 28th(LGM)., Offshore passage involved 72N and 27S off Seaton Sluice
during month(KW et al.) »

Teal,

Well reported as return passage progressed. Inland concentrations included 120 at
Holywell on 28th(CED), 120 near Kirkley on 9th(ERM), 95 at Colt Crag on 10th(MR),
80 9t Gringog on 27th(LGW) and 60 at Tont Reservoir on 21st. Offshore passage was
hea¥y with a total of 759N and 131S off Seaton Sluilce during month with similar
numbers off Hauxley. The peak took place on 7th with 372Nwith only 29S.

Garganey.
1 in wing moult at Cresswell on 2nd(BG) and 1-2 at Washington on 9th/10th(AT).

Gadwall,
A pair at Cresswell on 6th(KH/LGM).

Wigeon.

During a steady return passage the largest numbers were seen moving N offshore, At
Seaton Sluice 736N and 176S during month, with peaks on 7th(280N), 20th(143N and
1508) and 27th(108N). Up to 10 were on many waters during first half of month but
largest concentration was noted on Northumbrian Loughs with 64 on 13th and 170 on

Pintail. 27th(LGM) .

On 7th 7S off Seaton Sluice(KW) and 1N off Hauxley(HRS). 6n 13th 8N Seaton Sluice
(BG) and on 27th 3 at Shield on the Wall(LGM).

Shovelers

largest counts were at Gosforth Park where 37 were noted on 21st(LGM) with 16 at
nearby Seaton Burnm on 6th(ERM). 13 at Grindon on 27th/28th(LGM/AJR) and singles at
Cresswell, Capheaton and off Hauxley between 1st-14th.

Scaup.
A drake at Monks House on 15th(CM%).

Tufted Duck, \
72 at Whittle Dene on 6th(EAS) was largest reported gathering. Up to 40 at Gosforth
and Northumbrian Loughs.

Pochard, ,

The usual mid September passage was illustrated by 85-87 at Northumbrian Loughs 13th
and 27th(LGM) and 45 at Gosforth on 21st(LGM/AJdm). Between 8th-24th 1-3 at Whittle
Dene, Holywell, Coldrife and Seaton Sluice.

Goldeneye,
T at Cresswell on 2nd(BG), 1 at Colt Crag on 10th(MR) and 1 at Grindon on 28th(AJR) .

Longz~tailed Ducks
1 off Cresswell on 6th(PD) and off Seaton Sluice/SteMary's 4N on 12th and 3N on 20th
' (BG/KW) .

Velvet Scoter,
Between 13th-20th 3N off Hauxley and 9N off Seaton Sluice.

Common Scoter, -
Off Seaton Sluice during month 222N and 11S(KW et al.)

Red-breasted Merganser.
3 in Budle Bay 12th-16th(AJm) and off Seaton Sluice 2 on 14th and 4S8 on 20th(XKW).
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Ggosander. t]
The largest gatherings occurred at Tunstall with 37 on 1st increasing to 8% by 29th
(THW). Between 8th~-28th up to 9 at Derwent, Grindon, Colt Crag, Bardon Mill, and,

Warden.

Shelducko.
Small numbers associated with moult migrationiinvolved 1-3 off Hauxley, Seaton

Sluice, at Monks House and near Backworth between 6th-28th,

Grey Geese (sp.)
293 off Seaton Sluice on 28th(RGL/KW).

Greylag Goose.
A pale bird with a white neck and head off Hauxley on 14th(HRS) At Hosclaw, .just

over the Scottish border, 14 on 14th(WILR) and 400 present by 28th(LGM et al.)

Egyptian Goose,
1 at Colt Crag on 10th(MR) and 1 at Washington Refuge 16th-30th(WWR).,

Canada Goose,
150 at Colt Craz on 2nd(RG/WB) is probablt largest concentration in that area. 1. at

Newton on 28th(KW),

Whooper Swan,
Pirst noted on 27th when 4 at Holy Island(WiK)., Next day 16 at Holy Island(LGM et

al.) and 5 at Cresswell(BG/B&ME/RW/KW).  All were adults,

Buzzard,
Singles at Gosforth Park on 1st(EH/JP) and at Whittle Dene on 8th(AKI). 2 at

Blanchland on 17th(per BL).

Sparrowhawk.
1-2 noted at Craster, Hauxley, Wooler, Falstone, Ponteland, Holywell, Kirkley,
Pauperhaugh and Bardon Mill,

Peregrine,
2 in Cheviots on 10th(JKJ) and 1 near Elsdon on 24th(per BL).

Merlin.
Singles at Washington on 11th(WWR), Backworth on 12th(BG), Haughton Common on 27th
(LGM) and near Alnmouth on 28th(WAK). !

Kestrel,
Well reported throughout area in ‘parties' of up to 6. 1 arrived from E at Hauxley

Black Grouse, on 20th,

Noted as usual on Otterburn ranges.

Coot,.
300 at Seaton Burn on 6th(ERM) and at Broomlee ILouch 300-310 on 13th and 27th(LGM) .
On 14th 110-120 at cach of Wingates(RGL) and Holywell(CmD)

Oystercatcher.,

180 at St.Mary's on 12th(BG).

Lapwing.

Only reported flocks were 800 at Embleton on 12th(BE) and 2000 at Druridge on 28th

Ringed Plover, (KW/BLME) .

94 at the Long Nanny on 7th(LGM). = 40-45 at Hauxley on Tth-11th(HRS) and up to 20
at Jarrow Slake 12th-14th(BE). .

Grey Plover,

Up to 3 at Barwick, Hauxley, Budle Bay, Cresswell, Newton, Seaton Sluice and St.
Mary's after 12th. Inland reports ivolved 6 over Washinzton on 15th with 1 there
16th-28th(WVR/MMcC), 1 at Arcot Hall on 20th and 1 at Hazelrigg on 24th(BM).

Golden Plover.

Some large flocks. 1000 in Druridge area on 13th(BG/ERM) increased to 3000 by 28th.
(BM/KW et al.)s. 1500 in Budle Bay on 8th=-16th(AJm), at Embleton on 12th(BE) and at
Hadston on 14th(HRS)., 1000 at Long Nanny on 7th(LGM) and at Jarrow Slake on 12th
(BE)e Up to 500 at Boulmer; Benton, Blyth, N.Sunderland, Holy Island and Whittle

Dotterel. Dens.
A very rare occurrence in the county of 4, an adult and 3 immatures, nr.Hauxley on
-3 ~ .14th(HRS)

Turnstone



Turnstone.
An inland occurrence of 1 at Hazlerigg on 10th(BY).

Common Snipes,

70 at each of Walbottle on 28th(MH) and Washington all month(WWR). Up to 20 at many

other suitable waters with probable immigrants noted at Hauxley and St.Mary's on '
20th.

Woodcock,
Only report was 1 at Washington on 7th(WWR).

Curlews.
80-100 in Newton area 7th and 13th(RGL/LGM).

Whimbrel,
1-6 at Fenham Flats, Warkworth, Hauxley, Tynemouth and Seaton Sluice during month
with a flock of 60S off Seaton Sluice on 7Tth(KW et al.) E

Black~tailed Godwit.
2 at Ste.Mary's on Ath(EH).

Bar-tailed Godwit.

Botween Ath-28th up to 7 in Seaton Sluice/St.Mary's area(KW/EAS et als). During
same period 813 at Budle Bay, Hauxley, Warkworth and Jarrow Slake., Inland a very
tired or sick individual at Seaton Burn on 6th(ERM).

Green Sandpiper.
Apart from 1-3 at Washington on eight dates and 2 near Backworth on 7th(CFW/BM) all
other reports were of singles at Warkworth, Arcot Hall, Colt Crag, Font Res. and

4 . Swalwell.
Wood Sandpiper.
Only reports were of 1 at Monks House on Tth(WAK) and 2 at Blaydon on 16th(LJM).

Common Sandpiper.
Reported only at Cresswell, Chevington and Warkworth until 15th,

Redshank.,
200 at Jarrow Slake on 12th(BE) and 105 at Washington on 19th(WWR).

Spotted Redshank,

6 at Washington on 1st(AY and 10 on Budle Bay on 6th(CED). All other reports of
singles at Cresswell, Hauxley, Warkworth, Monks House, Berwick and Washington
Refuge between 1st-30th,. ‘

Greenshank.
Up to 6 at Washington daily(WWR). Elsewhere 1-2 at Beal, Hauxley, Seaton Sluice,
Backworth, Colt Crag and Grindon between 2nd-20th.

Knot,
1 at Cresswell Pond on 13th(ERM) and up to 100 at Hauxley between 6th-12th(HRS).

Buff-breasted Sandpiper.

As reported last month 1 was seen with Golden Plover near Hauxley on 13th(BL), and
another was watched near St.Mary's, both on the shore and on the golf course, on
20th(JSB)s These are the TiFth-dnd sixth records for Northumberland.

Iittle Stint.

Unusual numbers continued to be regorfied until about 16th. 19 were at Cresswell

on 1st/2nd(ERM/BG) with 14 there on 6th. 11 were at Washington on 1st/2nd(AT) and
én 7thc 13 at Holy Island, 8 at Monks House(LGM) and 7 at Warkworth(HRS). Thereafter
numbers declined with 1-5 at Newton, Hauxley, Ellington, Backworth, Tynemouth and
SteMary's as well as at the previously mentioned localities., 2 at St.Mary's on
24th was latest report(JD).

Temminck's Stint.

The Backworth bird, first seen in late July, was last noted on 6th(ERM). It is
possible that one that appeared at Washington Refuge on 6th, remaihning until 9th,
was the same individual (THW/AT et al.)

Dunlin,

Away from Lindisfarne 150 at Hauxley on 11th was largest concentration,” Inland 1-6
at Washibngton and Whittle Dene durirz month.
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Curlew Sandpiper.

Passage continued in unusually larze numbers, especially between 1st-8th, Targest
numbers noted on 6th when 20 at Warkworth(HRS) and 21 at Cresswell(BG). Still 12.at
Warkworth on 8th.:and 5-6 at Hauxley on 11th-13th(HRS). 1-4 also noted at Holy
Island, Monks House, Boulmer, Chevington, Ellington, St.Mary's, Washington and
Ryton between 1st-14th. A late bird at: Hauxley on 30th(HRS),

Sanderling.
Between 2nd~14th 35-50 at Hauxley(HRS) and up to 30( at St.Mary's(BG/EH et al.)

Ruff.,
Steady passage in small numbers throughout month with up to 8- at many localities as
far inland as Whittle Dene. A peak was suggested on 28th when 21 were at Ellington

(RW) and 12 at Washington(MMcC).

Arctic Skua.,
Largest numbers noted off the intensively watched Seaton Sluice and Hauxley. .The

former produced totals:of 292N and 97S with peaks of 117N on 7th, 70N on 13th and
79N on 27th with 50S on 14th(KW et al.)

Great Skua,
Largest numbers noted off Seaton Sluice with totals of 44N and 6S, 21 of which flew
N on 13th(KW et al.). Also noted off Newton, Hauxley and Cresswella

Great Black-hacked Gull.,
On 12th 2000 at Jarrow Slake and 1000 nr.Embleton(BE). 350 at Seaton Silmiice on
: 26th(CMA) .

Glaucous Gull,
Singles at fmble on 7th, Hauxley on 13th and Blyth on 16th(HRS/ERM). All were
first year birds.

Little Gull. '

Off Seaton Sluice 3N on 13th and. on four dates between 20th-28th TN and 6S.  Off
Hauxley singles dn 7th, 10th and 13th with 1 at Holywell on 28th(NJW). :Only 4
immatures were reported,

Black=headed Gull,
At least 300 at St.Mary's on 7th(MSH).

Sabine's Gull, .
Three sightings of this rare neatréticivisibor,.all off Hauxley.. 2N on 7th included
an immature, and 1N on 13th(HRS).

Kittiwake,

Heavy N passage noted in first 2-3 hours after dawn off Hauxley on 7th, 13th and
14th. Counts involved up to 1800 per hour(HRS).

Black Tern.

J at.Seaton Burn(BM/CFW) on 7th and between 8th-30th 1 at Holywell(CED et al.) 1 at
Washington 14th-26th(BN/AT et al.) and off Seaton Sluice 1N on 13th, 2N on 16th and’
1N on 27th(KW/EH/ERM et al.).

'Commic' Tern,

208 off Hauxley on 13th(HRS) and inland 20 at Jarrow Slake on 12th(BE), 1 at Colt
Crag on 10th(MR) and up to 5 at Washington(WWR) until 24th.

Roseate Tern,

2 off Hauxley on 8th(HRS).

Sandwich Tern,

Late reports of 2 at Cresswell on 27th(BG) and 3 off Hauxley on 28th(HRS). 1 inland
at Washington on 22nd(Wwr). ’

Auk (sp,)

Largest movement involved 53N in 1 hour off Hauxley on 14th(HRS).

Cuckoo,
Late individuals on Holy Island 1st-11th(KH/JKJ et al.) and at Hauxley on 12th(HRS).

Barn Owl,
During breeding season a pair reared 2 broods near Wark( per BL).

Long-eared Owy,
An early imm3{grant at Hauxley on 20th when it was seen to arrive from the E(HRS).
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Short-eared Owl,
Between 3rd-26th 1-2 at Hauxley, Seaton Burn, Wallsend Swallow, Monkseaton and
Washington.

Swifte.
Between 6th=13th 1-2 at Cresswell, Whitley Bay, Tynemouth, Jesmond and Watergate.
Late individuals over West Newcastle on 20th(MH) and at Hauxley on 21st(HRS).

Kingfisher,
1-2 noted at Jesmond Dene, Blaydon, Prudhoe, Blyth, Bothal, Mitford and Colt Crag.

Great Spotted Woodpecker.

Noted at Belsamy, Ponteland and Washington. 2 on Holy Island 1st-3rd(KH/MH/AKI et
al.), 1 at Cresswell on Ath(PD) and 1W over Team Valley, Gateshead on 24bh(LGM)
were possible migrantse.

Skz Lark,
Small numbers S over Hauxley on six dates between 4th-30th(HRS). 600 on Holy

Island on 25th(IK).

Swallow,

A roost of 5000 at Blaydon between 1st-20th decreased to only 20 by 28th(LJM). At
Seaton Burn 1000 roosting on 9th decreased to 100 by 17th(IK)., At Hauxley steady

S passage of up to 200 a day until a very heavy S movement was noted on 20th/21st
during a period of stronzg SW winds and fine, warm weather., Still a few passing on
28th(HRS). The movement of 20th/21st was also witnessed over Newcastle; continuing
in reduced numbers on 22nd., Young fledged from a nest near Riding Mill during

last few days of month,

House Martin,

Still present at the end of the month when 9 occupied nests were counted on the
Royal Border Bridge at Berwick(LGM et al.). Between 4th-6th, 50 at Dipton(BL),
many at Ponteland(AKI), 400S at Warkworth(HRS) and 'hundreds' at Whitley Bay/ St.
Mary's(EP) indicated passage. Conspicuous moving S with Swallows on 20th/21st(HRS)

Sand Martin,
Small numbers movirg S with other Hirundines even as late as 21st. On 14th flock
of15 feeding at Ellington(BG/RGL) and a late individual at Holywell 22nd-30th (JEF

Great Tit. . oetraly)
A coastal occurrence at Hauxley on 20th/21st when other tits were in evidence(HRS).

Blue Tit,
Conspicuous at the coast on 27th/28th when 25 at Hauxley and 8 in Blyth Cem.(HRS/

Marsh Tit. ERM) »

12at ‘Chaster on Tth({IK),

Coal Tit,
Coastal occurrence, possibly immigrants,uivolved 1 at Hauxley on 16th and 3 there
on 28th with 1 remaining on 30th(HRS). At Priors Park, Tynemouth 1 on 30th(MSH).

Long~tailed Tit.
2 with other tits at the coast at Hauxley on 28th(HRS).

Wren,
InfItg noted at Hauxley on 28th(HRS).

Misile Thrush,
On 21st flocks of 20 at Plashetts, 12 at Shaftoe and 26 at Sweethope(DBC/JCD).,

Fieldfare,
Early reports continued with up to 7 on Holy Island 1st-8th(KH/AKI/RGL), 20 at Colt
Crag on 17th(CMA) and 20 at Falstone on 21st(MRS/ELS).

R?dwinz.
First and only report was of 2 at Hauxley on 28th(HRS).

Blackbird,
Influx at Hauxley of 20 on 30th(HRS).
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Wheatear,
Meny reports, mainly of small numbers, at the coast throughout month. 14 on Holy
Island on 1st(KH) when 4 at Cresswell were thought to be Greenland birds(per BL).
Another of this race was seen at Blyth on 25th(TRM). Peak passage was suggested
between 7th-13th when 10-20 were at Boulmer, Hauxley, Newton and St.Mary's. Inland
birds were noted at Westerhope and Slaley before 20th.

Stonechat,
Present at many localities on the coast between Holy Island and St.Mary's., Also

noted at Wallsend,

Whinchat.

Largest 'gathering' was of 15 at Whittle Dene on 10th(BDG)s At the coast passage
was steady with several reports of up to 6 throughout the month. Still a juvenile
inland at Walbottle on 28th(MH).

Redstart.
Only a handful of records. 1 at Cresswell on 1st and singles at Hauxley on 11th,
13th and 14th. Another at Cresswell on 21st.and 1 at Tynemouth on 30th(JKJ/HRS/MSH)

Robin, :
Influx at Hauxley on 27th with peak numbers present on 30th when 20-30 were noted

Sedge Warbler. (HRS).

Some unusually late reports. They were especially plentiful at Blaydon with 50
early in the month(LJM), Elsewhere 1-3 noted at seven different localities until
12th. 1 at Hauxley on 14th(HRS), 1 at Backworth on 15th(TG),Blaydon on 17th(LJM)
and 2, the last, at Holywell on 19th(JEF).

Blackecap.
Only reported at Hauxley where 1-2 were present on six dates between 3rd-28th(HRS).

Barred Warbler,
3 on Holy Island on 1st and still 1 present on 7th(KH/LGM). 1 at Warkworth on 6th
and 1 at Hauxley on 27th(HRS).

Garden Warbler.
Only reported at H=uuxley vhere singles were present on 3rd, 7th, 8th and 12th(HRS).

Whitethroat,
Noted only at Hauxley with 4 on 6th/7th and singles 12th, 20th and 28th(HRS)

Willow Warbler,

12 on Holy Island on 1st where 2 were in full song on 2nd(KH). Up to 5 at Hauxley
7th-10th when 1 trapped showed characters of the N race ‘'acredula's A straggler at
Hauxley 28th-30th(HRS).

Chiffchaff,
Singles in song on Holy Island on 1st(MH) and at Blaydon on 13th(BL).

Yellow—-browed Warbler.
1 at Hauxley on 30th heralded an unusually large October influx(HRS)...details dn
October bulletine.

Goldcrest,
10 at Hauxley from 6th until an influx on 27th=30th brought 25 to Hauxley, and up to
10 at Blyth and Whitley Cemeteries, Priors Park and Whitley Bay Quarry.

Spotted Flycatcher, : '
Still apparent in breeding territory at Kirkley, Blaydon, Stocksfield, Falstone and
Killingworth until -22nd. A migrant in Blyth Cemetery on 28th(CED).

Pied Flycatcher.
Very light coastal passage with 1-3 at Holy Island, Craster, Hauxley, Newton and
Cresswell between 1st-13th, On 30th singles at Hauxley and Priors Park, Tynemouth.

Dunnock,
At Hauxley influxes of 10 on 12th and again 28th-30th(HRS).

Meadow Pipit.
S passage noted over the coast between 4th-21st, beinsg particularly heavy on 10th
and 19th=-21st when up to 500/hr. were counted at Hauxley and Tynemouth(HRS/KW/MSH/

Tree Pipit, . D
Only reports were of 1 at Hauxley on 8th and 12 on Holy Island on 25th(HRS/IX).
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Rock Pipite

15 at St.Mary's on 30th(MSH).

Pied Wagtail,

Roost of 400 at Blaydon 15th-30th(LJM). Conspicuous at Hauxley all month,
indicating steady passage, with 12-20 daily, especially movinz S on POTHHRE) P IAE
Cresswell 30S on 7th(BG) and influx of 10 in Blyth Cemetery on 17th(ERM).

White Wagtail.
1 at Chevington on 6th(LGM) and 2 at Newton on 13th(KR).

Grey Wagtail.,
Away from breeding areas 1-2 at Coquet Est., Hauxley, Seaton Sluice, Whitley Bay
Quarry and Derwenthaugh.

Yellow Wagtail.

Most were noted at Blaydon where a roost attracted 200 until 10th with 30 still
present on 17th(LJM). 1-2 noted at many localities inland and at the coast until
17the A straggler at Hauxley on 20th.

Great Grey Shrike,
A very early - bird watched for long periods at Newton by the Sea on 13th(RGL/TRP/KR)

Lesser Grey Shrike,
A adult found dead at Elwick, near Belford, on 20th had been dead for about a week
(DOC), This is only the third record for Northumberland.

Red~backed Shrike.
A female noted on Holy Island between 8th-11th(RGL/JKJ).

Starling,
7000 roosting near Belford on 13th(WLR).

Goldfingh.

Many reports of flocks of up to 55 with some S coastal passage noted in Druridge

area,
Siskin,
1 in full song at Corbridge on 4th(ID), 20 at Craster on 14th(WSC) and on 1ith and
a mixed flock of 5iskin/Redpoll at Stocksfield totalled 40 birds,

Linnet.
Up to 400 in Hauxley area, especially in mid month and 200 at Ponteland on 29th
Redpoll. (HRS/LSS).

Large numbers in Hamsterley Mill area all month(EP).

Bullfinch.
I in unusual eurroundings at Hauxley on 28th(HRS).

Reed Bunting,
Light passage suggested at Hauxley on 28th(HRS).

Snow Bunting.,
FBarly reports of 7 at Hadston.on 20th(HRS) and 1 on Holy Island on 28th(LGM).
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A1l October records to B.Gallowgy, 3 Grosvenor Ct.Chapel Park,Westerhope,Newcastle
NE5 1RX, by 9th Nov.,please. S<A.E, please for supply of record cards.
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"Any correspondence relatinz to Bulletin distribution/chanzse of address &c. to

Keith Walton, 51 Beachcroft Ave., Tynemouth.

CLUB NEWS & NOTES
At the October meeting the followinz members were elected to serve on the committee:

John Ginnever -~ Chairman
Keith Dures - Secretary
John Day - Treasurer
Brian Galloway - Recorder
Geoff. Macfarlane, Brian Martin, Mike Hodgson, Tom Palmer, James Deacon

Club Meeting Thursday, 13th November at 7.15pm.
New members are particularly welcome to this meeting, the programme for which is
at the time of writing not yvet finalised as it is dependent on the weather.

Field Trip Sunday, 23rd November to Seafield, . Prestonpans and Aberlady Bay.

Bus departs Hancock Museum 8. 00am
Baxter's,Tynemouth 8,20am Cost £1.25
A1l bookings and cash to:
Mike Hodgson, 30 Closefield Grove, Monkseaton. (Tel W.Bay 20511)

Some of the club experts will be on this trip to help with identification of the
large numbers of waders, srebes and duck.;(particularly Scaup and Long-tailed)
which we can guarantee will be present.

CONGRATULATIONS to Brian ILittle on his election to the B.T.0. Rarities Committeec.
The club is indeed fortunate to now have members on both Rarities and Ringing and
Mizration Committees,
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#TYNESIDE BIRD CLUB
., October 1975

SUMMLRY :

Apart from the first four days when depressions crogsed the country, the weather
was predominantly anticyclonic and, as a result, unusually dry and sunny with-light-
winds prevailinz on meny dates from an Easterly quarter.

With hizh pressure firmly established over the continent, conditions were ideal
for passerine immigration from Europe and further East.

As was to be expected thrushes and Bramblings were noted arriving in large numbers,
especially between 18th-25th when: low cloud hindered their progress.

However, birds had been arriving in numbers since 9th and it was during the next
few days that an unprecedented arrival of Yellow-browed Warblers was witnessed
with at least 18 individuals beinz involved. At the same time Barred Warblers and
Red-breasted Flycatchers were secen and on 15th a Rustic Bunting appeared.
Goldcrests were in good numbers on the coast and a Firecrest w-s found on 22nd
when the third Richard's Pipit of the month was discovered. Another rare pipit,

a Red-throated, had been seen on 19th. Other well travelled vigitors to be
reported during this period were an 'Eastern' Stonechat, Mealy Redpolls, 'Northern'
Bullfinches, Waxwingzs and both Long and Short-cared Owls.

Sea bird movements were rarély heavy but Little Auk, 4 Sabine's Gulls and a
Mediterranean Gull were reported,

Wildfowl numbers were, as usual, well documented with geese being particularly
noticeable, especially the Brent Goose that was seen wearinz a Canadian neck-ring.
Towards the end of the month a Smew was located,

By 31st the European hizgh declined, admitting ‘Atlantic depressions again over the
British Isles.

Concluding, I would like to conzratulate all contributors in helpinz to make
Octobher 1975 a record month - 82 individual contributors plus 3 Zroup efforts and
over 700 record ccrds submitteds A lot of work on my part, but the resuit. is a
very comprehensive summary of ormithological events in the Area.

CLASSITIED LIST

Great Northern Diver.

A1l reports between 11th-22nd when 2 off Holy Island(NRG), 3N off Seaton Sluice
and 1S(ICD/KR/KW) and 1S off St.lMary's(lSH).

Red-throated Diver/Diver (sp.)
Noted on most dates all nalonz the coast with up to 5 $n Holy Island, Bamburgh,
Hauxley and Chevington areas. Particularly prominent’off Seaton Sluice on 11th
when 21N and 3S(SR/KW et al.).

Great Crested Grebe.

Noted at most breedinz sites throushout month with up to 6 at WThittle Dene where
some 'display' was noted between a winter plumage bird and one in breeding dress
(EAS/JSB)e - 3=5 at Colt Crag on 18th{KB), 2 at Gosforth all month and 1 at Seaton
Burh 12th-31st(BH/AJm et al.). 1 on sea off Seaton Sluice on 15th(KW).

Red-neccked Grebe,
Off Holy Island 1 on 11th/12th, 2 on 18th and 3 on 22nd(AJR).

Slavonian Grebe,
Between 18th-26th up to 5 present in Holy Island harbour(PD/MGC/KR et al.).

Little Grebe.
Only reported from Colt Crag, Whittle Dene, Northumbrian Loughs, W-shington and
Tunstall. 12 at Northumbrian -Louzhs on 13th was largest concentration.

Yanx Shearwater. '
Noted only on 11th when 7N off Seaton Sluice(K?) and 1N off Hauxley(HRS).

Fulmar.,
2 on cliffs near Craster on 17th was the only record(WsC).
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Gannet.

Still numerous off Holy Island, especially moving S, on 5th-7th(CMA/BU),  Small %
numbers (uy to 15) off many cther points until at least 25th. On 26th an adult
was found entangled in strinz on Holy Island. ''he string was removed and the bird

swam slowly out to sea(RMD/JD).

Cormorant. _
Inland reports involved up to 7 on R.Wear at Washinzton and 1-2 at Wallsend

Swallow, Colt Cragz, Whittle Dene and Hallinzton, with 1 flying W up the Tyne at
Newcastle.

Shag.

Away from Lindisfarne the largest gathering was of 17 off Hauxley on 11th(HRS).
A rare inland occurrence of 1 at Tunstall Reservoir on 16th/17th(THW).

White Pelican.
Still in residence at Warkworth.

Heron,
Many reports of up to 7, beinz particularly noticeable on Coquet Estuary, Budle
Bay 2nd at Holy Island.

VMallard, ;

Well reported, even from moorland terrain. Larzest gatherinzs noted at Holvwell
(350-450 from 14th-21st), Colt Crag (450 on 28th), Whittle Dene (257 on 25th),
Northumbrian Louzhs (224 on 25th), Derwent (215 on 20th). Up to 100 on many other
waters but'several hundreds - possibly thousands' in Budle Bay on 19th(WLR). An
all white bird at Whittle Dene on 25th and at Grindon Lough the next day(EAS).
Only indication of offshore passage was of 39N on 11th(KW) off.Seaton Sluice.

Teal,

Largest gatherings noted near Kirkley(300 on 3rd), Seaton Burn (120 on 10th) and
Budle Bay (200 on 11th/12th). .Up to 60 noted at many other waters with 80 at
Holywell on 12th. Offshore records involved 20N off each of Seaton Sluice/Hauxley
on 11th with 65 off Hauxley on 19th,

Gadwall,

2 at Seaton Burn ou 20th(AJ) and 3 at Gosforth Park on 29th.

Wizeon.

Became increasingly common inland as the month progressed, the largest gatherings
occurring on Northumbrian Loughs (345 on 13th), Derwent (170 on 11th) and
Capheaton (larze numbers on 4th). At Iindisfarne 10,500 were counted on 23rd(AJR)
whilst offshore passaze was most apparent on 19th when 849N off Seaton Sluice/
Hauxley., Up to 60 noted on many other waters.

Pintail,
1 at Grindon on 13th(LGM) and 1 at Holywell on 14th(AJm). On 24th 2S off Seaton
Sluice(PD/NJM).

Shoveler.

Most plentiful in the Gosforth Park/Seaton Burn area where respective max.counts
were 30 on 20th and 66 on 15th(BM/AJ et al.). OCrindon Lough attracted max.of 23
on 25th(LGM et al.) and 36 were just over the NV Border at Hoselaw on 26th. Up to
7 noted at Colt Crag, Whittle Dene, Capheaton and Wallsend Swallow.,

Scaup.

1-2 at Lindisfarne, Monks House and Seaton Sluice after 4th. On 11th 8 at

Lindisfarne, where 9 were noted on 20th, and 9S off Hauxley. Fresh water reports

involved 2 at Holywell on 12th with 1 there on 25th(SR) and 1 at Derwent on 20th (RN}
. \

Tufted Duck.

Largest flock was of 70 at Gosforth onr20th(AJ) althouzh Jjust over NW Border 200
were at Hoselaw on 18th(WIR). Up to 50 on many other waters althouzh a female on
Tynemouth Park lake on 13th was particularly notévorthy.

Pochard.
Continued passaze brouzht 200 to Hoselaw on 18th(WLR) with 100 at Gosforth on 20th
(AdJm)s 55 on Northumbrian Louzhs 13th-25th(LGY) with up to 25 on many other waters.

’J‘. t . u e " = . . . - - N o
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GoTdénéye.

Ory 10th 25 Hauxley and 6 off Cresswell(BG). Thereafter became increasingly common
with up to © on several watecrc., On 19th/20th 21 at imbls and 20 on Derwent (J&RMcC/
RN) and by 25th 13 'on Northumbrian Louhs. Offshore 23N off Seaton Sluice on 11th
Lona-tailed Duck. (KR )%
Well reported. The most unusual occurrence was that of an immature female on
Tynemouth Park lake on 9th. It was ot first thought to be either sick, exhausted,
injured or even an escapee, beins approachable to within a few inches, but it fed
and flew freely. It was secn almost daily until 28th althousgh it did disappear for
a few days about mid month. On several occnsions 1t was seen being 'hotly pursued'
by radio controlled model boats! It must be concluded that the bird was in fact

truly wild(K¥W et al.). On 10th another was seen on fresh water at Seaton Burn
(BM) and by 12th 10 had been reported N off Seaton Sluice/St.fary's with 25 off
Holy Island. During remainder of month up to 5 noted off several coastal points

including 1 on the estuary at imble on 24th/25th(EC/RN).

Velvet Scoter, .
Off Seaton Sluicze 2N on 3rd, 6N on 11th and 6N on 19th(KW et al.). From 14th 1-2
noted off St.Mary's, Hauxley and Eoly Island, A rare occurrence on fresh water
involved 1 at lMonks House Pool on 22nd(RN).

Common Scoter.
Seen most often off Seaton Sluice and Hauxley, especially between 10th-19th with

up to 90 per day moving N,

Eider,

Tarzest flocks were off Holy Island where many were heard 'crooning' on 11th/12th.
Over 1000 birds were present(NRG).

Goosander,

Tunstall azain attracted large numbers with most birds arriving from direction of
Weardale in late afternoon. A peak of 6/ was noted on 15th but only 1 adult male
was seen on three occasions during cizht visits(THW)., A roost at 'loselaw attracted
67 on 18th(WLR) whilst 10 were scen off Ross on 22nd(BH).

Red-breasted Merzanser.
Up to 20 noted oii Lindisfarne durinz month. Smaller numbers further S on the
coast althouzh N passage accounted for 19 off Seaton Sluice and 14 off Hauxley.

Smew,
A female or immature at Colt Crag on 25th(JM/TVW).

Shelduck,

Max.count in Lindisfarne area was of 22 on 10th(RNC et al.). Overland passage
probably accounted for the following records; on 1wt 1 at Washington and 1 near
Backworth where 4 were present on 15th(BVA), on 18th/19th 2 at Holywell(JPD/EML)
and 3 at Colt Craz(KB) and on 25th 3 at Seaton Burn(BM).

Geese (sp.).
130 at Rayburn Lake (“ingates) on 1st, 50 at Lonshorsley on 5th, 11NW over Ponteland
on 6th, 1 over Holywell on 18th when 20N over Durham and 80N over Slaley on 26th.,

Greylas Goose,

Several reports of up to 15 from 5th, inland and at coast. On 12th 220 at Budle
Bay(BV) whilst on 18th and 20th 200-600 near Holburn oss and 1500 roosting just
over NW Border at Hoselaw(WLR). On 18th/19th up to 47 in Colt Crag area(KB/RW) and
17 at Blanchland on 24th. 700 nr.Pressen on 26th were part of the Holburn roost

Bean Goose. (LGM) .
6 seen in Budle Bay, over Fenham Flats and over Holy Island on 11th/12th(JPD/ENL/
Pink-footed Goose. NRG).
328 near Hauxley on 5th(HRS) whilst 26th-28th there were 80 at E.Learmouth(LGM),

563 over Allenbanks(EAS) and 70W over Bardon Mill(BH). 1-4 noted at Washinston,
Derwent and Holy Island during month, V :

Brent Googe,
A pale bellied bird wearini a yellow neck ring was seen at St.Mary's on 5th(AS), The
same or an?ther on Fenham ¥lats on 22nd(RN) wore a neck ring coded D64, This bird
Ead been r}nged in Arctic Canada durinz summer 1975. Single dark bellied birds N off
Seaton Sluice 19th(ABI/KR/NJW) and Holy Is<harbour 18th-25th, 9 of latter race on
Fenham Flats 20th=-22nd(BG/RN) allowdd close approach.
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Barnacle Goose.

On 3rd 88S cff Seaton Sluice(KW), on 4th 66S off Holy Island(BL) whilst next day
a sinzle was watched moving & down the co-st at Ross(BU), Boulmer, Hauxley(HRS)
and Cresswell(BG/NJW). On 19th 29S over Hauxley and on 20th 4 in Budle Bay(BG).
Singles at E.Learmouth on 26th(LGM) and near Haltwhistle on 27th(CLC).

Canada Goose,.
150 at Sweethope on 27th(RMD/JD). 1 with Whoopers in Holywell area from 12th.

Ezyptian Goose, _
1 at Washington all month(WWR).

Mute Swan,
39 on Fenham Flats 20th-22nd(RN/BG), 13 at South Linton on 5th(BG) and 17 at
Broomlee on 19th(RMD/JD).

Whooper Swan.

In Lindisfarne area 4 on 4th, 27 on 11th and 46 on 22nd - all adults. At Holywell
5 on 9th, 12 on 15th and 19 by 31st - only 1 juv. At Rayburn Lake(Wingates) 11 on
11th included 1 juve On Northumbrian Loughs 17 at Greenlee on 13th and on 25th

15 at Broomlee and 5 at Halleypike with 5 at Grindon next day - all adults. 1-2
at Washington after 5th, 2 at Cresswell on 7th, 4 at Chelton on 18th and 3 at
SiLintonrnk 24th. Only 1 of the 11 was a juv. Total juvs. - 3.

Bewick's Swan,
2 on Holy Island Lough on 24th(MB).

Buzzard, *
On 12th 1 over Cramlinston (per BL) and 3 near Staward(per BG). On 15th 1 near
Blyth Cem.(RW), on 11th 1 at Alwinton(MS) and on 28th 3 at Slaley(per BL).

Sparrowhawk.
1-2 from widespread locations throughout month.

Hen Harrier. NN
Single males at Harwood on Sth(HT), Slaley on 18th(per BL), Grindon on 25th(LGM)
and Bygate Hall, near Alwinton on 26th(JCD). A female at Slaley on 29th(per BL).

Peregrinels
Singles at Killhope Law, Allenheads on 19th(LGM) and Doddington Law, Wooler oci
24th(MH),

Merlinq
2 on Holy Islandfrom S5th and singles noted at St.Mary's, Holywell, Wallsend
Swallow, Washington and Derwent from 2nd.

Kestrel.
Estimate of 25 in Kidl=ndlee area, Alwinton on 11th(EH) probably indicative of an
abundance of voles.

Black Grouse.
Conspicuous in Upper Coquetdale during month(JCD).

Water Rail.
Inland reports involved 1-2 at Bolam on 7th(B&ME) and 1 at Washinzgton on 14th(WWR),.
Lt coast 1 at Hauxley on 13th(HRS) and 1 at Newton Pool on 23rd(JCD/DBC).

Coot,.
500-600 at Seaton Burn most of month(AJ et al.), 300-350 at Broomlee Lough 13th
and 25th(LGM), 130 at Holywell on 10th(PW) and 60 at Grindon Lough on 28th(BH),

Oystercatcher,
300 at Ross on 24th(XR).

Lapwinz,
Largest reported flock was of 800 at Seaton Burn 20th-29th(Adm).

tinzéen~Plover,

83 at -Stalaryls onlt5kh(KW) whilst inland reports involved 1 at Washington !st,
18th and 24th(WYR) and 2 near Seaton Burn on 25th(BM).

Grey Plover.

Up to 7 at Hauxley from 5th and up to 6 using Washington Ref.as high tide roost

dur%ng month(WWi) . 1-4 noted at six coastal points between Holy Is. and St.Mary's
during month, 300 at Ross on 5th(BU). »
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Golden Plover,
Up to 2000 in Druridse area durinz month whilst at Whittle Dene 1000 on 4th

increasecd to 3000 by (Ith(JSB/RG st al,). 1000 in Budle Bay on 25th(ICD). Up to
300 at Holy Island, Blyth, St.Mary's, Holvwell, ¥allsend, Ann;tsford Colt Crag,

Melkridee and Catton.

Turnoioia,
Only ¢sunts recelved
(CMA) =~ more cuunts, please!

were of 70 at St.liary's on 4th(BG) and 42 at Bamburgh on 7th

Common Snipes.
Miw‘lour*” received were 63 atl Whittle Dene on 4+th(JSB), 55 at Yarrow Slake,

Rewvick on 26th(LGM), 50 at Monks House on 29th( (M¥7) with 50 also at Washinzton and
biaytjn most of month and up to 20 at Ellington(5th), Kirkley(3rd) and Newton
Pool{25th).

Jac« pnipe..

ST 6 % Walbottle on 7th(MH), Robin Rock Flothers, near Greenlee on.25th and at
Yarcow Siake on 26th(LGK). 2 at Washinzton on 10th(WWR) and at least 6 at Blaydon
on 24th/25th(LJM).,

5

Woodcock. :
A dic.inst influx was apparent from 19th when, during the next four days, 1~-2 were
notes s Holy Island, Hauxley, Whitley Bay, Earsdon, S.Shields, Gosforth,

Cram1uzton and Seaton Burn.

Curl >w
Only rerort was of 50 at St.Mary's on 25th(SR).
B1a¢k,'ggly, Godwit, :

1 on [»iy Island on ¢+h(BL)

Bar-tcoled Godwit,

Several flocks of up to 500 in Holy Island area throuzhout month. 12 at Seahouses
on 5th and 1-3 at Hauxley and St.Mary's all month. An unusual sight of 8 flying
inland over Holywell on 11th(b?)

Green Sandpiper.
On 121h sinzles at each of Whittle Dene and Klrkley H?ll(JuB/IK/JLcC).

Common Sandpiper. ‘
Tave reports of singles at Newton on 9th(RGL), Washington 24th-28th(WW#R) and at
Warkworth on ?5th(JEF)

Redshank,

Away from Lindisfarne largest concentrations were of up to 200 at St.Mary's and
Washinzton with 80 at Alnmouth on 25th.

Spotted Redshankh -
1 at Washington on End(W”“) 1 on Holy Island 4th and 11th(NRG and 1~2 in Budle
Bay/Monks House area 21st- 29th(IH/RW).

Greenshank.,

3 at Washinaton on 1st/2nd then 1 till end of month(WWR). 1 on Holy Island on
11th then up to 7 between 18th-26th(LPH/AJR/PGW et al.). Singles at Amble on 19th
(R&JMeC) and in Budle Bay on 29th(RW).

Knot °
Away from Lindisfarne only reports were of 30 at Seahouses on 5th, 5 at Seaton
Sluice on 11th increasing to 100 by 25th(S?) when 1 at Craster(EC)

Purple Sandpivper,
6 at Seahouses on 5th with 20 at Seaton Sluice/St. Mary's 11th-18th(SR). 12 at
Barbursh on 7th(CMA). increased to 50 by 29th(RW). 30 on Holy Island 18th-24th

4 +tTe (AJR).
Iixtle Stint. -
Beiween 5th-8th 3 at: St.Mary 's(KW) with singles at Cresswell and Mohks Hous=(RGL/
Dinlin, . MIW) .
it least 1000 in Budle area on 5th(BU). 150 at St Nary s on 4th(BG). Up to 50 at
Washinzton with 25 at Colt Crag on 28th(?G/W3) at Seaton Burn on 25th(BM) and

1-9 at Whittle Dene 4th-12th(JSB). along ed~e of boating lake in Tynemouth Park
on 19th and 22nd(WAK). '
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Curlew Sandpiper.
Betwecn 5th -8th singles at Hauxley and Budle Bay(HRS/RGL) and at St.Mary's on 15th
(KW).

Sanderling.
70 at St.lary's on 10th-15th(BG/XW) and 20 at Hauxley on 14th and 18th(HRS).

Ruff,
Up to 12 at Washington during month(AT/WHR). 1 at St.Mary's on 4th(BG) and at s
Monks House 1 on 4th(WSC), 1 on 18th(RGL) then 7-8 after 21st(MB/IK).

Arctic Skus,
Between 3rd-22nd several reports of 1-2 off a few points on the coast, especially
Seaton Sluice.

Great Skua.
Between 3rd-18th singles noted off Hauxley and Seaton Sluice on five dates, all
but 1 moving N.

Great Black-backed Gull.
2000 in Blyth Bay on 18th(BG),

Lesser Black-backed Gull,
A1l reports were of birds inland with 1-6 at Broomlee, Wolsingham, Seaton Burn
and Gosforth Park between 4Ath-31st.

Glaucous Gull.
Single immatures inland at Seaton Burn on 4th(ERM) and at Seaton Sluice on 21st
(MB) and at Amble and Craster on 25th(JSB/EC).

Little Gull.,
Off Seaton Sluice B8N on 3rd(X¥) and 2 on 21st(MB). Off Hauxley 7N on 11th(HRS)
=nd 1N on 18th(HRS).

Mediterranean Gull.
An adult off Seaton Sluice/St.Mary's on 17th and 19th(MH/IK/ABI/KR et al.).

Sabine's Gull.

Sinzle adults noted off Blyth on -5th(XW) and off Holy Island on 25th(PG) bring
the Northumberlard sightings to 6 this autumn. There are only 8 previous records
for the county -~ 1 in 1920s and 7 between 1946-1971, 1In addition, 2 off
Sunderland seen fror a fishing boat during month(JB).

Kittiwake.

N movements involved 250 off Hauxley in +hr. on 10th and up to 500/hr. off
Seaton Sluice on 22nd(NJW),

Black Tern.,
A late bird at Holywell on 2nd(KB/JEF/EH/JP).

Commic Term.
Up to 10 off Hauxley until 11th then no reports until 6 off Ross on 22nd(BH et al.)

Arctic Tern.
1 off Seaton Sluice on 1st(XB).

Sandwich Tern.
Still conspicuous early in month. Tate reports off Seaton Sluice with 1-2S on
15th, 19th and 26th(SR/KW).

Auk(sp.).

Heavy N movement on 10th/11th, especially in first two hours after dawn. Rates
varied between 60 and 1000 per hour off both Hauxley and Seaton Sluice.

Little Auk,
5N off Seaton Sluice durinz heavy Auk passage on 11th(KW et al.).

Puffin.
Only reports were of 2 at Hauxley on 11th = 1 dead and 1 1lightly oiled.

Wood Pizeon,
Still young in nest at Gosforth on 5th(JPD/EML).

Turtle Dove.
Late reports of singles at Tynemouth Park and Whitley Cem. on 11th/12th(JSB/KW).
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Barn Owl.
Noted at Tynomouth, Milfield, Iauxlsy =nd West Allotment.

Tawny Qwl. » '
Noted at Ponteland, Monkseaton, "hitley Bay, Holywell Dene, North Shields, 1 in
Whitley Cem. on 19th was noticeably grey and may have been a migrant(ABI/KR).

Long-eared Owl,
3inzles at Hauxley on 191h/20%tb and 25th(HRS) and on Holy Island on 22nd(RN) were

nrobably immizrénts.

short-eared Owl, - ¢ ‘
Well renﬁrted " TIpland about 20 noted in S.Cheviots near Alwinton on 11th is

indicative of an abundance of voles(EH)., Also up to 7 noted at Wallsend Swallow
from 2nd(EH et al.) and 1-2 at locations as far inland as Greenlee and Derwent.

At coast 1-2 at many points all month., Birds arriving from E or moving S over the
sea were seen on 10th/11th and 18th at Hauxley, Blyth and Seaton Sluice.

Swiftt, '
Sinzles a2t Whitley. Bay on Tst(BXME) and at Ross on Sth(BU/DLS) were rather late.

Kinefisher,
Singles at Blaydon, Bardon Mill, Holywell Dené¢ and in the harbour at Seaton Sluice,
with 2 in Jesmond Dene. '

Green Woodpecker.,
Noted at Kyloe, Wooler, Craster and Monks House. The latter were feeding on open
fields adjacent to the pond(IK.et al.).

Great Spotted Woodpecker.
Noted at Gosforth, Hartburn, Styford and Holywells

Skylark,

On several dates between 11th-26th a steady S passage was noted at many points on
the coast. 250 at Hauxley on 21st and inland, flocks of 50 at Wallsend Swallow on
17th and at Ponteland on 22nd(AKI et al.).

Shore Lark,
Only 1 report. Acingle on Holy Island on 24th(AJR).

Swallow,

Well reported even from well inland at Mounces and Alwinton, Only small numbers
were invélved but 17 on Holy Island on 24th-26th was unusual. During same period
late birds were at Newton(1) and Craster(2) with 3 - the last - at Craster on 30th.

House NMartin,

surprisingly few reports. Still 20 in Seaton Sluice area on 15th(SR) and 10 at
Blyth on 18th(BG) when 4 at Belford(WLR). Iast sgighting was of 3 at Craster on :
25th(EC).

Sand Martin,
A late individual at Holywell on 4th(PD/ID/JEF/BN/KR).

Hooded Crow.
Singles at Druridge on 11th(JEF), near Wallsend Swallow on 14th(AG) and on Holy'
Island 18th-25th(LPH).

Blue Tit,.

Coastal gatherings indicative of passage involved up to 50 in Hauxley area most

of month with peaks on 11th and 26th.. Smaller numbers noted at Holy Island, Blyth,
Preston and Tynemouth, especially on 11th,

Coal Tit,

Coastal occurrences, possibly involving immisrants were noted at Holy Island,
Hauxley, Bmmburgh, Whitley Cem. and Tynemouth between 10th-25th. Up to 4 were
seen at each locality.

Marsh Tit,
Noted at Howick and Heddon.,

Willow Tit.
Noted at Wallsend Swallow, Gosforth and Blyth.
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Long=tailed Tit.

Coincident vith the arrival of other titmice on the coast the period 15th-18th
brought 24 to hauxley and 6 to Whitley Cem.(HRS/%B). Also 4 noted on Holy Island
on 24th(AJR).,

Wren,
Conspicuous at Holy Island, Hauxley and Tynemouth.all month with at least 60 on
Holy Island on 11th/12th,

Mistle Thrush.
Small numbers arriving at Holy Island, Hauxley and Tynemouth.

Fieldfare.

Well reported as birds arrived from the E and N from 9th. The peak arrival
commenced on 18th when thousands were seen arriving all along coastline in flocks
of up to 1000, especially before 1100hrs. Continuing until 25th, the movement was
witnessed as far inland as Northumbrian Louzhs where hundreds were arriving from
the N then turning W along S.Tyne valley. Large numbers were in the fields on
Holy Island throughout this period althouzh most quickly moved on.

Sonz Thrush.
Up to 30 noted arriving with other thrushes at Holy Island, Hauxley and Blyth,
especially 21st-23rd,

Redwing.

Conspicuous arriving day and night from the E and N both inland and at the coast.
Peaks were apparent on 8th/9th, 11th/12th, 18th, 20th, 22nd and 31st. Most
daytime coastal arrivals took place before 1100hrs. and involved flocks of up to
500. Very few birds rested for more than a few minutes. The heaviest night
arrival could have taken place on 31st.

Ring 8uzel.

Late inland birds in Harthope valley on 12th(WAK) and at Alwinton on 19th(JCD/DBGC).
Only coastal reports were of several on Holy Island on 9th(per BL) and 1 at
Bamburzh on 25th(R&JINMcC),

Blackbird,

Steady arrivals with other thrushes, being most notable on Holy Island 20th-03»A
when 500-600 were prasent. Noted at other points on the coast in smaller numbers
though' 300-500 in Holywell Dene 11th and 18th(MNC).

Wheatear.
A small influx 3rd-5th included a few 'Northern' birds, At Seaton Sluice/ &
St Mary's 3 on 17th/18th and 1 on 25th with 1 at Newton on 23rd(AKI/SR/XW/JCD).

Stonechat, ‘

More abundant than is normal with up to 15 between Blyth/St.Mary's and similer
numbers in Druridge Bay. Smaller numbers all along coast includinz Holy Island
where 1 of an Fastern race was seen on 18th(RGL/TRP). Inland occurrences involved
1-3 at Seaton Burn, Killinsworth, Benton, Wallsend Swallow, Heddon, Derwent and

Blaydon, especially from 10th.

Whinchat,

2 on Holy Island on 11th(NRG) with singles at Hauxley on 10th, Killingworth on
17th(JDMcE) and Bamburgh on 24th(MB).

Redstart.

1-2 on Holy Island on 4th, 11th/12th, 18th-25th.. Singles at Hauxley on 4th and
10th, at Blyth on 1st, at Tynemouth Park on 21st and at Whitley Cem. on 23rd,.
Black Redstart.

1 2t Aauxley on 12th(HRS). Between 20th-26th singles noted in Blyth and Whitley
Cemeteries, at Hauxley and on Holy Island. '

Robin,
Steady passage noted at Holy Island and Hauxley with peak of 30 and 15 respectively
on 11th/12th.

Reed Warbler,
1 trapped at Hauxley 10th/11th(HERS).
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Blackeabs numbers throushout the arca, especially at the coast after

Well reported in smal: ; .
m;d mongh No more than 5 at any one locality. During month about 15 individuals

trapped at both Tynemouth and Hauxley.

Barred Warbler. )
Sinzles at Seaton Sluice and St.M

10th/11th(HRS/XW) .

lary's on Sth(KV) and at Hauxley and Tynemouth on

Garden Warbler, '
Tl reported, all at the coast, although not as numerous 2s Blackcap. Up to 3

seen tozether with Jaks individuale at Tynemonth on 21st(MSH) and ‘at Blyth Cem.
on 25th(KW).

Whitethroat.
Late sizhtings of singles at Holy Island on 5th(BU), Blyth on 14th and Seaton
Sluice on 15th(X7).

Lesser Thitethroat.
3 on Holy Island on 11th/12th(NRG), 3 at St.Mary's on 14th/15th(EH/KW/JP), at
Seaton Sluice on 15th(KW) and 1 at Hartley on 26th(KW).

Willow Warbler.
Only definite report was of 1 on Holy Island 18th-26th when it was heard in sub-

song on 1 occasion(AJR/PGY).

Chiffchaff,
All reports were coastal with 1-3 at Holy Island, Hauxley, H%rtley and Tynemouth
between 10th-22nd. 1 at Warkworth on 25th(JEF).

Yellow-browed Warbler.,

An unprecedented arrival was noted from 10th when up to 9 were on Holy Island, 1 at
Ross, 2 at Hauxley, 1 at Blyth, 1 at Whitley Cem., 2 at Tynemouth Park and 1 at
Priors Park. Another was found dead at Seaton Sluice. Most were seen on 11th/12th
but a few lingered until 19th and 1 was still at Whitley Cem. on 21st. A+ least

18 individuals were involved. '

Goldcrest.

Conspicuous all along coast with influxes noted on 4th, 11th and 18th-21st,
€speccinlly at Hquxley and on Holy Island where max. of 150 were noted, Inland at’
Slaley an increase was apparent in the forest on 10th. :

Firecrest.
A single bird with Golderests at Blyth Cem. on 22nd(7WAK).

Spotted Flycatcher.
Late reports of sinzles at Newton on 5th(TRP) and at Matfen on Tth(RW).

Pied Flycatcher,
Between 4th-12th 1-3 at Holy Island, Hauxley, Whitley Bay and Priors Park. lLate
Ind1v1duwls at ‘Hauxley on 22nd(HRS) and Tynemouth Park on 25th(KW).

Red~breasted Mlycatcher,
2 on Holy Island 11th/12th(NRG) and 1 at Hauxley on 14th(HRS).

Dunnock.,

Very conspicuous on Holy Island on 11th/12th, at Hauxley on 11th and 19th and in
Jesmond Dene on 19th(AG).

Meadow Pipit.
Steady S pasgsasze at. Hauxley on 11th and 13th.
Richard's Pipit,

3 reports of this rare pipits 1 at Cresswell on 5th(BG), 1 2t Ross on 11th(DC)
and 1 on Holy Island on 22nd(AJR). \ 1 ‘

Red-throated Pipit,

1 at ‘Hauxley on 19th was hcard to call on several occasions(HRS). The sixth 1¢sord
For Northumberland,

Pied Wagtail,

400~500 roosting at Blaydon during month(LJM) with at least 200 roosting at Seaton l
Burn on 15th(Bu).
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Grey Waztail,
Away from breeding areas 1-2 noted at Blaydon, Dunston, ‘Whitley Bay, St.Mary's,
Seaton Sluice, Hauxley and Holy Island.

Waxwing
3 reports. 6 at Stakefowd on 12th, 1 at Whitley Bay on 23rd(MB) and 12 at Morpeth
on 26th(per BL).

Great Grey Shrike,

Singlcs at Blyth 5tk and 15th(KW), Ross on 11th(DC), Newton on 12th(TRP), Hauxley

on 19th(HRS) and Priors Park on 21st(XGD). At least 2 on Holy Island 20th-22nd
(RN/AJR) . Inland, singles at Thorngrafton, Bardon Mill on 18th(LGM) and gt /. ‘a
Elsdon on 26th(IK).

Starling.

An arrival noted from the E on 14th at Hauxley involving small numbers. Large
numbers in Whitley Cem. all month,

Hawfinch.

A pair at Hexham on 19th(per BL),

Greenfinch.

Between 18th~25th S coastal passage was suggested with up to 150 at Holy Island
and Cresswell, and smaller numbers at Hauxley.

Goldfinch,.
Largest flock was of 100 near Kirkley on 3rd(ERM).

Siskin,

4 small flock on Holy Island on 9th(per BG) with 1 there on 18th(AJR). 11 at
St.Mary's on 18th and 10 at Bamburgh on 24th(IH). 1 at Tynemouth Park on 21st
(MSH) and another at Priors Park on 23rd(MB).

Linnet,
Up to 300 noted at Holy Island, Hauxley and Cresswell between 5th-20th,

Twite °
3 on Holy Island on 19th, 6 at Fenham Mill(AJR) on 23rd and 1 at Warkwor:th onf _. .}

3 (HRS).
Ledger Redpoll,
Flocks of 40-100 noted at Hamsterley, Stocksfield and Allenbanks during monih.

Mealy Redpoll.

A few of these northern birds, some of which are difficult to distinguish from
Aretic Redpolls, were noted duting month. Up to 4 on Holy Island 11th-26th(NRG et
al.), 2 at Hauxley on 19th(HRS), 1 at St.Mary's on 18th(JSB) when 2 at Hartley(BG).
1 at Priors Park on 21st(MSH) and 1-3 at Blyth Cem. 22nd-26th(WAK/XKW).,

Bullfinch,

A male of the Northern race was trapped at Bamburzh on 25th(R&JMcC). A female at
Druridge on 19th was judged to be of this race(RGL/BG), whilst a male at Priors
Park on 21st was probably also 'Northern'(MSH/KGD). Singles at Hauxley on 11th

and 25th, the latter a 'British', were unusual for the area(HRS).

Crossbill.
1 at Whitfield on 18th(LGM).

Brambling,

Well reported as they arrived from the E'and N from 2nd., Heaviest influx was
noted on 18th when flocks of up to %0 were noted arriving on Holy Island(RGL/TRP
et al.) with smaller numbers all along coast. Birds quickly penetrated inland
and 20-30 were noted at Holburn, Stamfordham and Matfen at approx. same time with
small parties moving W over Westerhope on 20th. Still plentiful at end of month,
although no large flocks reported,

Rustic Bunting,
1 in Blyth Cem. on 15th/16th was only the fifth record for Northumberland(¥RM et ',)

Reed Buntinz. X o e
Suzgestion of peak passage throush Hauxley on 19th when 30 present(HRS).

Snow_ Bunting.
Only report was of 4 at Newton on 5th(TRP et al.).

- 10 -

Tree Sparrow



',;) - »

Tree Sparrow,.

Coastal pas-age apparent betwoen 11th-25th at Holy Island, Newton, Hauxley and

Cresswell. No more than 20 per day.

LIST OF CONTRIBUTOR
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G.A.Cowen R« Grey B.Martin A.J.Richards C.P.Watson
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Washington Wildfowl Refuge Northumbria R.G.

A1l November records to Bryan Galloway, 3 Grosvenor Ct.,Chapel Park, Westerhope
Newcastle/Tyne NES5 1RX by December 15th, plecase.

Hauxley R«Ss

COASTAL WADER/WILDFOWL COUNT
Anyone interested in covering one of the following stretches of coqstline on

December 21st

January 18th

Tebruary 15th
please contact Bryan Galloway, 3 Grosvenor Ct., Newcastle/Tyne NE5 1RX &s soon as
possible, Tel.Lerington 670216 ‘

i) Newbiggin - Chevington Burn
ii) Chevington Burn - Amble
iii) Alnmouth - Cullernose
iv) Beadnell - Budle Bay
Arrangements have been made to gaver all other stretches in Northumberland., The
project will be conducted on a National basis with the one in January being an
interhational count.

CLUB NIWS & NOTES
17975776 subscriptions are now overdue. Further monthly bulletins will only be sent
to paid up members.

Club Meetinz, Thursday 11th December T.15pme

Dr. J.D.Parrack will talk on Sea Bird identification. A past chairman of the T.B.C.
Jim is well known to many club members as a bird watcher, but in recent years his
intereets have widened to embrace all aspects of Natural History. He author of
'Natural History of Majorca' and his 'Natural History of Northumberland' is
currently awaitinz publication. As an acknowledged expert se watcher, his talk
should prove invaluable to all club members whether experienced or beginner.

PMield Trip, Sunday 14th December.,
By coach to Stag Rocks/Budle Bay/TFenham Flats for sea ducks, divers, geebes,waders.

Hancock Museum 8. 00am

Baxters, Tynemouth 8,20am Cost £1.00 approx.
Bookings and payment, please to Mike Hodgson, 30 Closefield Grove, Monkseaton
Tel.W,B. 20511

Bus departs
" "

Mike will be leading this trip himself,

-
Lot . L . <. ~
. . . e
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CLUB NEWS & NOTES CONT. -

Ways and Neans. ,

As the next fund raicing operation it is intended to hold an Easter Draw. We have
already received some offers of prizes, but in order to make the raffle as
attractive as possible we appeal to the generosity of members to furnish more.

On Friday, 13th February (an auspicicus date) the T.B.Ce¢ in collaboration with the
Durham Bird Club, are holding an informal 'smoker's Details will be published in
the next bulletin,

At the December meeting, in addition to the usual items for sale, we are offering
Temperley's 'A History of the Birds of ‘Durham's This was published by the N.H.S.
as lonz ago as 1951 but has never been superseded., At 20p (it originally cost
15/-) it 4is a Christmas bargain.

The sale of Jim Deacon's prints has been an unqualified success. Only ten copies,
all of the Long-eared Owl, remain; they make excellent presents!

2
Honorary Club Solicitor. v
Mr. S.Moffatt has agreed to serve in the above capacity. In welcoming him, the
committee members have promised to keep within the law to the best of their
ability!

Future Field Trips.

In the provisional programme for 1976 listed below, our joint field secretaries
have endeavoured to match sites with seasons and speciess They would however
welcome any other suggestions from club members, and would also like to sound out-
possible support for Saturday trips,.

Sunday, 18th January - Northumbrian Lou:hs or if weather is 'hard!',
: a coastal trip will be substituted.

Sunday, 15th February-_Loch Leven/Aberlady Bay.

Sunday, 17th March - Loch Ken district.

Sunday, 25th April Holy Island.

Sunday, 16th May - Leighton Moss.,

Sunday, 20th June - BFden Valley, Cumbria.

Sunday, 4tL July Farne Islands.

The Chairman and committee extend Christmas greetings to all members.

= o



TYNESIDE BIRD CLUB

November 1975

SUMMARY

A mixed month for weather with mild spells, severe frosts, gales and even a little
snow., During the first few days thrushes and finches were apparently arriving from
the Continent, but durinz a brief spell of Northerly winds between 7th-~9th an into
the wind movement of seabirds was noted. Many species were involved including
divers, ducks, skuas, Kittiwakes and auks, and at the same time Snow Buntings
became conspicuous.

Severe gales on 16th/17th forced Iittle Auks well S. of their normal feeding areas
and during the abatement on the 18th a heavy N. passage was observed, It was
about this time that wildfowl concentrations were at a peak with Gosforth Park
being particularly attractive.

On ?21st/22nd a steady N. movement  of Goldeneye was observed offshore and a
record count of Whooper Swans was made at Holywell,

Late summer visitors were a featiire of the month involving the usual waders,
Sandwich Tern; Swallow and warblers (including a Pallas'). A steady passage of
Waxwings was witnessed throuzhout the month whilst at the close a party of Shore
Larks was located.

CLASSIFIED LIST

Black-throated Diver.

Sincle birds noted off Cresswell on 5th(KB), N off Seatoy Sluice on 9th(XW) and
29th(MGC/HY).

Great Northern Diver.
Off Seaton. Sluice 4N on 9th, 1 on 21st, 1 on 28th and 1N-on 30th. 1 off Cresswell
on 14th(AKI/MH).

Red-breasted Diver/Diver (sp.).

Most notable on 9th when off Seaton Sluice 52N and 2S(KW et al.) with at least
30N off Hauxley. Noted off Bamburzh, Druridze and Seaton Sluice in parties of up
to 8 throusghout month,

Great Crested Grebe,

2 at Whittle Dene until 8th then 1 until 30th. 1-3 at Gosforth Park until 13th

(PC et al.) and 1 at Seaton Sluice on 7th(idm). Offshore 2 in Druridge Bay on 8th
(MH).

Red-necked CGrebe.
1 in Bamburgh area on 1st and 23rd (MH/ERM).

Little Grebe.

Noted at Tunstall, - #hittle Dene, Northumbrian Loughs, Hallington, Langley Dam,
Cresswell and Northumberland Park. Noted on rivers at Haltwhistie(4), Riding Mill
(1), Alnmouth(4) and Amble(2). No more than 12 on any one water.

Fulmar.,
Returninz to the breedins areas after 6-8 weeks absence. 5 were at Bamburgh on
9th  with 10 there by 12th(}MW/BG),

Gannet.
A lizht N movement noted off Hauxley on morning of 9th(HRS).

Cormorant.

At least 180 roostinz at Marsden on 18th(THW) with birds noted moving S towards
the roost on several afternoons from as far away as cresswell(BG). 20 in Amble
Harbour on 2nd whilst inland up to 9 at Hall®ngton, 3 at Holywell, 7 at Washinzton
1 at Thittle Dene and 1 a2t Hexham.

Flamingo,

2 'escapees' flying N at St.lMary's on 215t(XB).

Heron.

10 at Alnmouth on 2nd(BG) and 18 at Tweedmouth on 16th(XKR). Up to 6 at several
locations mainly around ponds(e.z.Holywell and Gosforth) and reservoirs(Hallington
and Colt Craz). On 5th at Cresswell 1 was watched tryinsg to deprive a Kestrel of
its prey in the sand Aunes(KB).
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Mallard.

Largest inland concentrations were 1000 at Holywell on 21st(B3&ME), 500 at Colt Crag

on 13th(RG/WB), 500 at Whittle Dene on 30th(JSB), 400 at Hallington on 15th(LGM)
and 330 at Derwent on on 16th{J&RMcC). Offshors rossts involved 200 off each of
Cresswell on 9th and Longhoughton on 19th(CR). A lizht N movement noted off
Hauxley/Seaton Sluice on 9th(HRS).

Teal,
Largzest concentrations were in Gosforth Park with max. of' 400 on 2nd(FC/BG). At

Grindon max. of 160 on 8th(LGM) with 70/80 at Colt Crag and Holywell on 15th/16th.
50 roosting on sea off Cresswell on 3th(BG).

Gadwall.,
3 in Gosforth. Park on. 7th/8th(FC et ali )

Wizeon,

Favourite haunts produced following maxima: 20,000 at Lindisfarne on 23rd(ERM),
320 on Northumbrian Louzhs on 8th increasing to 450(at Grindon) on 18th(LGM/RG/WR)
and 85 at Derwent on 16th(J&RMcC). Up to 50 on many waters. On 9th 237N off
Seaton Sluice(¥W et al.).

Pintail,

5 on Fenham Flats on 16th(ICD) and 1-2 at Gosforth, Holywell, Newton Pool and
Cresswell between 1st-22nd.

Shoveler,

The Gosforth Park flock was at a max. of 60 on 4th and 13th(FC/BG). Still 35 on
29th. Up to 25 noted at nearby Seaton Burn(AJm/ERM) and 18 on Northumbrian Louzhs
on 2nd but only 2 on 8th and 29th(LGM). 3 at Holywell on 28th(AJm). At Hoselaw,
just over NV border, 150-170 during mid month(CMA/RGL) .

Scaup.

On 9th 23N off Hauxley(HRS) and 1S Seaton Sluice on 29th(MGC). Fresh water rccords

involved singles at Cresswell 18t and 8th and Holywell on 7th and 13th(AJ/SR).

Tufted Duck.

170 at Gosforth Park on 22nd(BG) was by far larzest gathering. Up to 75 on
Northumbrian Loughz and at Seaton Burn with lesser gatherings on many other waters.
Offshore 1N off Hauxley on 9th,

Pochard,

At Gosforth Park max. of 160 noted on 22nd(FC/BG) whilst at Holywell 90 were seen
on 2nd(B¥), 52 at Northu-brian Loughs on 16th(LGM) with up to 30 on other waters.
Offshore 1N on 9th off Hauxley.

Goldenexe.
Largest numbers seen offshore. On 8th/9th 200 $n Druridse Bay(WMH), 365N Seaton

Sluice(KW et al.) and on 21st/22nd 219N Seaton Sluice(B&ME)., Smaller numbers N
off Hauxley. Inland max. on Northumbrian Loughs of 48 on 8th(LGW) and 18 at
Tweedmouth on 16th(KR). Up to 11 on many other waters.

Long-tailed Duck.

Up to 50 in Bamburzh/Holy Island area during month, 1-2 at several other points
further S but on 9th 25N off Hauxley(HRS). Fresh water records involved 1 at

Holywell 21st-23rd(B&ME/SR et al.), 3 at Cresswell Pond on 22nd (J&RMcC) and 2 on

R.Coquet at Warkworth on 26th(KB).

Velvet Scoter.
Noted off Hauxley, Seaton Sluice and St.Mary's with ” on 9th, 3 on 22nd and 1 on
30th. All but 3 were flying N,

Common Scoter,
Off Seaton Sluice 211N on 9th with 8N there on 20th(KW et al.). 10 off Bamburgh
on Ath(VW),

Tider,
Hundreds sheltering in the lee of Holy Island during N gale on 16th(BG)., 164 in
Amble area on 22nd(J&RMcC).

i ol N B 3 .
Red-breasted Méfganseil

Lt least 26 off Ross Links on 1st(MH) and 25N Hauxley on 9th(HRS). Up to 5 noted
off Chevington and Seaton Sluice mainly moving N.

-2 - Goosander
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Googander, 4

Most occurred at Tunstall(max. 28 on 10%h), Greenlee TLoush(max. 12 on 29th) and
Gosforth Park(uex. 10 on 26th), Also noted at Derwent, Hallington, Colt Crag,
Whittle Dene, Seaton Burn and on rivers at Hexuam, iding Mill and Warkworth.

Smew.,
The 'redhead' at Colt Craz rcmained throuzhout month. On 16th 2 drake was seen

at Cresswell Pond(per BL) whilst on some day a redhead was at Hoselaw, just over
the W border(RGL).

Shelduck.

At least 100 in Budle Bay on 9th(CMA) and 30th(BG). A movement on 9th involved
100 passing N off Seaton Sluice(KW et al.) whilst inland sccurrences at this time
involved 1-2 at Gosforth Park(until 7th), 1 at Holywell 1st and 9th, and 1 at
Hallington on 1st,.

Greylagz Goose,

500 at Holburn Moss on 2nd and 9th(MV) and at Budle Bay 150 on 3rd reducing to

55 by 30th(BG), 100 at Colt Crag on 2nd(MGC) and at nearby Hallington up to 136
counted during month(KB/EAS et al.). On 8th/9th up to 49 in Whi tle Denec area
(JSB/EAS). Up to 5 noted at Washington, Holywell, Cresswell. 1500-2000 just over
NW border at Hoselaw on 9th.

Pink-~footed Goonse,
Only identified bird was a sinzle at Colt Crag on 2nd(MGC).

Grey Geesefsp.).
Unidentified flocks involved 348 off Almmouth on 3rd and 48N off Seaton Sluice
on.9th.

Brent Goose,
24 at Tenham Flats on 9th(MW) increased tp 300 by 23rd(ERM). 23S off Seaton Sluice
on 2nd(KR).

Barnacle Goose.
2 very tired birds on rocks at Cullernose on 19th(CR).

Canada Goose,
Max. of 88 in Hallington/Colt Crag area on 15th(LGM/RG/WB et al.). 2 with
Holywell Whoopers most »f month.

Eayptisn Goose,
2 at Colt Craz on 13th with 1 there and at Hallington for remainder of month.
1 at Washington all month.

Mute Swan,
Largest counts were of 10-12 at S. Tinton on 8th(BG), 17 at Amble on 22nd(J&RMcC)
and 35 on Fenham Flats on 23rd(ERM).

Whooper Swan.

Well reporteds At Lindisfarne 150 on 8th increased to over 200 by 30th(MW/BG et
al.). At Holywell 32 on 2nd increased to 123 by 8th and then to a record 178
(including 28 juvs.) by 22nd(BM/BG/SR et al.). In Linton/Cresswell area a max.
of 58 on 8th but still 47 on 22nd(J&RMcC et al.). On Northumbrian Loughs 11 on
end increased to 72(including 25.juvs.) by 29th(LGM/EAS et ald.)s Up to 16 noted

at Arcot Hall, Hamlerigs, Whittle Dene, Havannah, lanzley, Catcleugh, Blaydon,
Boldon and Washington,

Bewick's Swan,

Up to 4 on Fenham Flats most of month (MW/et al.) with a family of 5 in Budle Bay
on 30th later flying off to Vonks House Pool(BG). At the latter 3 were noted on
9th(per BL). On 9th 1 was also at Holywell(BG) with 1 ‘on 22nd(SR) and a family of
4 present on 30th(CED)., At Boldon Flats 2 remained from 18th-23rd (AT/THW) .

Buzzard,
Early in month singles at Slaggyford and Hexham Common with up to 4 in Allerdale
Sparrowhawk, (CMA/LGM).

Widespread reports of single birds even in urban Newcastle,

Hen Harrier.
A 'ringtail' at Broomlee Louzh on 2nd(MGC).
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Peregrine,
1 over Broomlee Lough on 8th(per BG) and 1 over Hexham Common on 9th(LGM).

Singles noted at Hnuxley, Washington, Holy Island and Mugzleswick with 2 at St.
Mary ‘s on 9th.

Kestrel,
Widespread reports.

Partridse,
Up to 40 seeking refuge of Gosforth Park during month whilst shooting was taking
place on adjacent land(FC). Covey of 34 at Whittle Dene on 16th(JSB),

Water Rail,
Heard throughout month in Gosforth Park(FC)., 1-3 at Holywell, Newton Pool and
Washington throughout month with1 in Holywell Dene on 13th.

Moorhen,
50 at Wallsend Swallow on 22nd(LGM) was only record received. More counts, please!

Coot.

About 550 at Seaton Burn all month(AJ et al.). 317 at Broomlee Lough on 2nd
decreased steadily to 112 by 29th(LGN). 138 at Wallsend Swallow on 22nd(LGM) with
90 in Gosforth Park on 30th(FC).

Lapwing.
Larzest flocks of up to 2000 at Seaton Burn (max.24th) and 1000 at Holywell on 11th

Ringed Plover. (43).
48 at Almmouth on 30th when 23 at Newton(RW). 21 at Hauxley on 15th(HRS) whilst
inland 1-2 at Whittle Dene 26th-30th(JSB/RW) and 1-2 at Washington until 16th(WWR) .

Grey Plover.
Up to 5 noted at several coastal points with up to 4 at Washington until 12th.
Even more remarkable was a report of a single bird at Colt Crag Res. on 30th(IK).

Gnlden Plover.

Larzest numbers at Druridze(2000 on 8th) and Whittle Dene(1000 on 1st) with up to
500 at Holy Island, St. Mary's, Annitsford, Grindon, Colt Crag, Stamfordham and
liorpeth.

Turnstone.
200 at Almmouth on 2nd, 50 at Newbiggin on 8th and 150 at Newton on 16th(BG) .

Common Snipe.,

Max. counts were 60-80 in Blaydon/Derwenthaugh area most of month, 60 at Seghill
on 8th(MSH), 56 at Newton Pool on 15th(JCB), 45-50 at each of Whittle Dene on 16th
aad Grindon on 8th(JSB/LGM), 36 at Alnmouth on 22nd(J%&RMcC) and 26 at Wallsend
Swallow also on 22nd(PD/KR).

Jack Snipe,
Well reported with 4 at Seghill on 8th(MSH), 2 at Whittle Dene 15th/16th(JSB/LGH),
2 at Derwenthaugh on 29th(MH) ~nd 1 at Holywell 22nd-26th(SR/JEF et al,).

Woodcock,

Coastal reports, probably involving immigrants, consisted of singles at Cresswell,
Hartley, Hauxley, Holywell and Washington between 8th-22nd., Noted at five
localities well inland.

Black-tailed Godwit.,
A winter bird at Budle Bay on 23rd(ERM).

Bar-tailed Godwit.
hAway from the large Lindisfarne flocks 13 at Newton/Sea on 30th(RW),

Green Sandpiper.
1-2 at Whittle Dene all month(JSB/MNC/RW), 1 at Colt Crag on 13th(WB) and 1 at
Washington »n 8th(WWR).

Common Sandpiper.
Late, perhaps wintering, individuals at Washington all month(WWR) and at Warkworth
on 2nd(JERF).
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Redshank,
150 at Washington on 1st(WW?) and 59 at Almmouth on 22nd(J%RMcC) were largest

reported gatvherings. 1-3 well inland at Jhittloe Dene, Derwent and Colt Crag on
three widely seéparated dates.

Greenshank,

A late bird at Washington most of month(W#R/KW),

Knot.,
At Seaton Sluice/St.Vary's 400 on 18th increased to 700 by 22nd(BG).

Purple Sandpiper. ‘
Between 3rd-16th 100-~150 at Bambursh, Newton and Seaton Sluice(BG/KR/MW).

Little Stint., )
A late bird in Washington area 4th-20th and azain on 29th(WWR/KW) .

Dunlin, .

Away from the lar-e flocks in Lindisfarne area 358 at Amble on 22nd(J&RMcC), 200
at Alnmouth on 2nd(BG) whilst inland up to 120 in Washington/Boldon area(WWR), up
to 60 on Colt Crasg Tes. all month(BAS/LGM) and 3 at Whittle Dene 29th/30th(JSB/RW).

Sanderling,
200 at St.Mary's on 9th(BG) with 50-80 a4 Hauxley and Budle Bay after 11th(HRS/BG).

Ruff., .

Monks House Pool and Washinzton Refuze each attracted late flocks with a max. of
14 at the former(on 9th) and 1 still remaining on 23rd, and a peak of 10 at the
latter(on 8th-11th) with 1 remaining as late as 30th(MW/WWR et al.).

Arctic Skua.,
Sinzle late birds N off Seaton Sluice on 9th(KW) and S there on 16th(NJW).

Great Skua,
1N Hauxley on 9th(HRS),

Pomarine Skua.
1N Hauxley on 9th(HRS).

Great Black-backed Gull,
A typical inland roost involved 60 at Tunstall on 24th(THW).

Lesser Black-backed 0iull.
Up to 7 in both the Seaton Burn/Gosforth Park areas until 8th(FC/AHB/IK et al.).

Herrine Gull.
As with G.B-b Gull typical reservoir roost of 40 at Tunstall on 24th.

Common Gull,

Roosts involved a few thousands in Budle Bay on 30th when they were noted moving
steadily S7 over Haltwhistle(BG/LGN), 700 at Broomlee on 2nd, 200 at Sweethope on
15th when 80 were at Winzates(LGM).

Glaucous Gull.

Only report was of 2 immatures at Brock ¥ill, necar Beal, on 23rd(ERM),

Little Gull. '

An interesting movement of 17N(13 adults and 4 immatures) off Hauxley on 9th(HRS),

Black-headed Gull.
Roosts of 600 at Tunstall on 24th(THW) and of several thousands at Budle Bay on

Kittiwake., 30th(BG).
N passaze off Hauxley on 9th peaked at about, 800/hr. (HRS),. - An adult inland at
Washinzton »n 1st(WWR).

Sandwiéﬁ Tern,
A very late report of 1N off Seaton Sluice on 22nd(PD/KR/KW et al,).

Little Auk,

1N off Hauxley and Seaton Sluice on 9th(HRSFKW et al.). Following 2wo days of
severe N zales on 16th/17th at least 110N off Seaton Sluice in 1thrs. on 18t- (BG/
EH/JP). On 20th a further 12N(EH),

Auk (sp.). , , : '
Passing N off Hauxley at up 4~ 600/hr.on 9th(HR3)., l2inly Guillemot/Razorbill but
some Puffins identified -5 - Wood Pigeon




Woond Pigenn.

Some interesting movements noted during month probably associated with feeding and
roogt dispersal. On 14th 200S over Hauxley with thousands S over Whitley Bay
(HRS/JDMcE). On 26th and again on 28th 1000 and 5000 respectively S over N.Shields
at 0800 hrs.(AB). Up to 800 reosting in Gosforth Park durinz month.

Collared Dove.
Larzest reported flock was of 60 at Heddon on 1st (EAS).

Barn Owl,
Noted a2t Robin Rock Drift, Ponteland, Monks House and Jesmond Dene.

Tawny Owl,
Noted only at Gosforth Park(FC).

Long~eared Owl,
Coastal migrants noted singly at St.Mary's on 8th(SR) and at Hauxley next Bay(HRS) .
During a N gale on 17th 1 arrived in a garden at Cochrane Park Est.Newcastle{IGD).

Short-eared Owl,
Well reported mainly as singzles inland and at the coast. Largest concentrations
were 4 at Holywell on 22nd(SR) and 5 in Wark Forest on 16th(LGM).

Kinzfisher,

e e
1-2 noted at Whittle Dene, Hallinzgton, Bolam, Mitford, Jesmond Dene, Haltwhistle
and Brasside, '

Green Woodpecker.
Noted at Craster and Wark,

Great Spotted Woodpecker. :
Noted from eizht widely scattered localities including on bird tables at Gosforth
and Hamsterley WMill.

Sky Lark.
Steady S movements of flocks of up to 10 over Alnmouth and Hauxley on 2nd(BG/HRS).

Over 200 at Brock Mill, near Beal, on 30th(BG).

Shore Lark,
8 in Druridge Bay on 30th(per BL).

Swallow.
& very late individual at Newton/8ea on 26th(CR).

House Martin.
1 remained over Northumberland Park, N.Shields from 9th-14th(MNC).

Hooded Crow.

Singles noted at Washinzton on 8th(WWR), Low Newton on 10th(per BL), Craster on
23rd(WSC) and Tenham Mill on 30th(BG).

Blue Tit.

Up to 40 at Hauxley throuszhout month, especially during first week (HRS).

Coal Tit.

Coastal reports involved 1 at Hauxley on 8th(HRS) when 3 were in a garden at
Preston, N,Shields(JSS).

Marsh Tite
Noted at Mitford(XKB),.

Willow Tit.
Neoted at Prestwick Carr, Gosforth Park and Killingworth.

Lonz-tailed Tit.
Well reported. Larzest “locks were at Gosforth Park(up to 30 on many dates) and at
Kirkley Wall(30 on 9th).

Nuthatch, ;
Noted at Wallington and Acomb and at new localities at Allenbanks(LGM), Capheaton
(KB) and in Jesmond Dene(MPT).

Dipper.
Well reported in usual haunts in western parts of the Area including 1 at 'sea
level' at Waren Mill on 8th(XB et al.).
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Fieldfare.
No heavy immigrations reported. Larsest flocks were of 1000 near Wooperton on
9th(per BL), 300 at Prestwick Carr on 18th(ERIM) and 200 at Whittle Dene on 1st(PD).

Redwing.

Well reported. Only observation involving immizration was on night of 3rd/4Ath
when many calls were heard as they passed W over Westerhope(BG). Largest flock
was of 300 in Holywell Dene on 2nd(MSH).

Blackbird,

200 in Holywell Dene on 2nd(MSH) when many were in Gosforth area(FC/ERM). An
arrival at Hauxley on 8th/9th brouzht 42 'new ringed' birds and at s-me time they
were conspicuous in Prestwick Carr area, By 23rd they were relatively scarce in
Gosforth Park indicating departure(¥C) whilst on 21st a Danish ringed was trapped
at Acomb(per BL)s A very white bird in West Jesmond on 6th(BM),

Stonechat,

Continues to be well reported, especially in sand dune areas of the coastline,
with for example 12 in Blyth Bay and the same number between Newton/Dunstanburgh.
Noted at thirteen different inland locations including Harthope Valley, Sipton,
Haltwhistle, Team Valley and Mugsleswick,

Blackcap. .

Well reported throughout month, At coast especially conspicuous until 9th when

1-3 were at Hauxley, Prinrs Park and Holy Island., Inland they were noted at
Matfen, Gosforth Park, Eshott, Killingworth, Holywell Dene, Earsdon and Jesmond
Dene. On 15th as many as 5 were in Holywell Dene(JEF/WAK et al.).

Chiffchaff,

Between 1st=11th singles noted at Hauxley, Priors Park and Gosforth Park, On 21st
1 in Holywell Dene(JEF) and on 24th 1 in Fenham(MH).

Pallas! Warbler.
1 at Hauxley between 13th-16th was seen by several observers but proved to be very
elsusive(HRS). It is the fourth record for Northumberland.

Goldcrest.,
Up to 20 at Hauxley and in Holywell Dene until about mid month. Thereafter only

small numbers noted,

Rock Pipit.
Gatherins of 35 at Alnmouth on 2nd(BG).

Grey Vaztail.
Away from breeding areas where small pumbers reside throushout winter 1-2 nnted
at Hauxley, Budle Bay, Whitley Bay, Gosforth and Hazlerigg. :

Waxwing.

Well reported, especially at the coast, indicating that yet another invasion had
occurred. Because of a shortaze of berries, however, very few birds stayed and no
large flocks formed. They were nrted arrivin" on 2nd and thereafter with flocks
of up to 14 penetrating as far inland as Stocksfield. The largest flocks were of
42 at Hamsterley Mill on 29th(EP) and of 25 at Stocksfield on 15th and at Morpeth
after 23rd,

Great Grev Shrike, .
Singles at Hauxley on 7th(HRS), Holy Island on 9th(per BL) and at Fatfield on 28th

Starline. (LGH).
L few arriving from E at Cresswell on 8th(PD/KR). A huge roost in a wood near
Little Mill, Alnwick on 16th(BG) and another of up to 1500 in the reeds at Gosforth
Park, especially after 15th(FC). A part albino noted at Boulmer on 19th(CR).

Goldfinch.
Many reports of up to 20,

Siskin.

Immigration on 2nd involved flocks of 17 and 14 arriving at Hauxley(HRS) with
another sinsile bird there on 8th, Inland flocks involved up to 50 at Gosfor-h Park
during month(FC), 60 at Lanzleeford on 22nd(per BL), 25 at Colt Crag on 30th(IK)
and 15 at Greenlee on 8th(LGY),
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Linnet.

300 at Hauxlev and 9th and 15th and 100 at Brock

Twite.
7 at Newton/Sea on 26th(CR).

Redgoll'

Flocks of 13 at Allenbanks on 8th and 20 at Colt Crag

at Hamsterley Mill on 19th(EP).
Mealy Redpoll.

1 at Brock Mill, near Beal, on 30th(BG).

Chaffinch,

Mill, near Beal on 23re(ERM).

60 in Holywell Dene on 2nd(MSH) and 200 in Gnsforth Park on 22nd(MNC/MSH).

1 o
Brambline,

Well reported in flocks of up to 10 from widely separated localities inland and
coastal. Larzest flocks were 50 at Holywell Dene on 2nd and in Gosforth Park on

22nd(MSH/MNC) and 30 at Widdrington on 14th(SR).

Corn Bunting,. :
3 singing at Boulmer on 23rd(IK).

Reed Bunting,.

At least 50 at Brock Mill, near Beal, on 30th(BG).

Snow Buntinz,

Well reported. At least 80 at Ross on 8th(RGL) and next day 35 on Holy Island -
increasing to 50 by 14th(MW). At same time 50 at Hauxley on T7$h with 80 there next

day and still 70 present on 22nd(HRS).

including 27 on Hedgehope on 22nd(per B
Broomlee Louzh on 29th(LGM),

Tree Sparrow.

On 9th 83S off Seaton Sluice(KW) and by
15th 20 at Seahouses(MW), Thereafter small parties at a number of locations
22 at Embleton on 26th(CR) and 1 at

L),

Max. of 50 in Hauxley area duringz month(on 15th).

House Sparrow,

Part albino birds noted at Craster(WSC) and in Holywell Dene(MPF).
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"CLUB NEWS AND NOTES

Having put the Christmas festivities behind us, with all subscriptions beingz safely
zathered in(?) we look forward to an eventful 1976.

Club Meeting, Thursday, 8th January at 715pm. j

Our speaker this month azain is an ex member of the T.B.C.. Dr. David Parkin of
the Department of Genetics at Nottinsham will give an illustrated talk on 'Birds
of the Galapagos's The material for this talk was gathered on one of his many
expeditions which have taken him from South America to the Sudan.

Field Trip, Sunday, 18th January.
By coach to the Northumbrian Loughs,

Meet Baxter's Tynemouth 8. 00am
Hancock Museum 8.20am Cost: £1.25 appe.

In the unlikely event of hard weather, the trip will be diverted to the North
Northumberland coast. Bookings and cash to Mike Hodgson, 30 Closefield Grove,
Monkseaton., (Tel. WeBay 20511) or to Tom Palmer, 23 Manor Park, Washington.

R.S.P.B,

Owingz to family circumstances, Arthur Jones has had to relinquish the leadership
of the Newcastle Group. His duties have been taken over by T.B.C. member IAN KERR.
Tan can be contacted at 37 Denham Walk, Chapel House, Newcastle.(Tel.676974).

NATTIONAL WILDFOWL COUNT

After the January count Capheaton and Bolam lakes will not be covered, Volunteer
counter is required for these watcrs for 15th February and 14th March 1976. Offers
of help, please, to Geoff. Macfarlane and 31 Wreay Walk, Cramlington or at club
meeting.

PROGRAVME OF PIELD SURVEYS 1976

Having considered various suzzestions, the Committee have agreed the following
programme of field surveys for 1976. The B.T.0. have informed us that the only
National Survey they plan for 1976 involves Nizhtingales, so this effectively
excludes this are-,

Members interested in participating in all or any of the following projects are
asked to contact Geoff. Macfarlane at 31 Wreay Walk, Cramlington or at any club
meeting.

Inland Gull Roosts.

Members may recall that the B.T.0. conducted a survey of inland gull roosts in
January 1973, but it has always been felt that as this took place during hard
weather when many gulls had probably vacated inland districts the results obtained
were unsatisfactory. In addition to the roosts known in 1973, others are now to
exist at Broomlee Lough, Hoselaw Lochy Sweethape Louzh and Rayburn Lake(Winsates)
and members may indeed be aware of others. The numbers of gulls inland are also
much hizher during April and October as large numbers of Common and Black-headed
Gulls are moving through on passage but we have no idea of how many are present
at any particular time. It is proposed therefore to hold three counts at as many
roosts as possible durinz mid March, early October and mid December.

Stonechat.

The last census of breedinz Stonechats in Northumberland was in 1967/8 when 19
pairs were found in coastal districts between Bambursh and Cresswell and 1/2 pairs
were found near Whittinsham. However, since then there has been a dramatic increase
in status, both in coastal and inland districts but partieularly the latter. It
is, therefore, proposed to have a repeat survey in 1976. It would be impracticable
to hope to record all inland pairs, particularly as several recent records are

from remote forestry plantations, but in coastal areas probably the whole area
could be covered saticfactorily as most birds are cnfined to the coastline itself.
The prolonged breedingz season of the bird will enable fieldwork to be carried out
from April to August.

Little Grebe/Mute Swan.

Like the previous species, the number of breeding Little Grebes has apparently
increased in recent years and it is felt a census in 1976 would be useful.

A total of 66.73 pairs was obtained in 1966/7. As a census of this species will

-9 - Programme of Fields Surveys
conte.



Prozramme of Field Surveys cont.

«es0bviousiy entail visiting all principal waters and ponds in the district, it was
felt appropriate that Mute Swans should be couritcd as well as s such a.
consplcuoous speoles and occurs in 51m11ar 51tuatlons.
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SUMMARY
Generally a mild and windy month with westerly weather predominatinz. A substantial
-fall of snow took place on 12th/13th but most had disappeared by 14th.

Early in the month 2 ringed Pochard were shot and indicated the Fastern origin of
most of our wintering birds. 3 groups of Shore Larks were reported and a large
flock of Waxwings was located. A Grey Phalarope made a brief visit to St.Mary's

Island and both Iceland and Mediterranean Gulls were seen at North Shields Fish Quay.

Brent Geese reached a peak on Lindisfarne mid month after which some large
concentrations of Gulls were noted, especially Common/Black-headed.

A coastal wader count on 20th/21st produced some very ‘interesting results although
detailed records are not yet available for Lindisfarne - Beadnell and Alnmouth -
Boulmer. Complete cover &n January should present an accurate account of the
numbers of waders wintering in the Area.

Towards the month's end Cormorants were in unusual numbers inland and both Smew
and Lapland Buntings were seen.

Throughout month Hooded Crows were more plentiful than they have been for some
years, whilst of course the usual 'out of season' visitors remained with us, the
numbers of Ruff being perhaps the most interesting.

CLASSIFPIED LIST
Black~throated Diver,
Singles N off Seaton Sluice on 27th and 28th(KW) and S off Holy Island on 28th(BU).

Great Northern Diver,
Singles off Ross and Bamburgh on 14th(MSH/KR/TRP et al.) and N off Seaton Sluice
on 28th(KW).

Red-throated Diver/Diver (sp.).

Most noted moving N off Seaton Sluice with 36 on 7th, 18th on 20thrand 22 on 27th
(KW et al.)e Up %o 8 noted on several other dates off Seaton Sluice, Bamburgh,
Cregswell and Whitburn. On 20th a stranded oiled bird on the beach at Ross was
savaged to death by three Labrador dogs(MJH).

Great Crested Grebe.
1 at Wnittle Dene on Ath and 26th(JSB/RNC et al.), 1 at Tunstall Res. on 8th(THY),
2 off Ross on 14th(KR et al.) and 1 off Howick on 27th(EAS).

Red-necked Grebe, '
2 off mouth of Budle Bay on 27th(MH).

Little Grebe.
1-6 noted at Whittle Dene, Tunstall, Cresswell, Halleypike, Washington and on
R.Tyne between Heddon and Hexham. Up to 10 at Gosforth Park(FC et al.).

Fulmar, i
25 around Tynemouth cliffs on Ath(SR) and 30 around Bamburgh Castle on 20th(ETN/

: JRN) .
Gannet.

Unusual numbers for the time of year involved 100N off Seaton Sluice on 13th with
86 in 5 minutes on 30th(BXME/XKW). Small numbers also noted on 14th, 20th and 28th.

Cormorant,

Inland records were a feature with 1-3 noted at Holywell, Wallsend Swallow, Colt
Crag, Whittle Dene. Wore numerous at Washington (up to 13), Hallington (up go 12)
and R.Tyne at Heddon (up to 11). The high counts were made after 20th.

Heron, .
Larzest gathering was at a roost on Larch trees near Bywell when 7 were seem on

26th(M1)., 1-3 at many other localities including well inland near Uswayford in
Upper Coquetdale.

- Flamingo,
2 made a brief visit to Cresswell Pond on 24th(WAK).

o€
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White Pelican. ‘
The Warkworth bird was still present on 28th(TLE) .

Mallard.

Largest cciacentration was of 500 on Vopthwubrisan Loushs on 29th(BAS) but flocks of
200-300 were noted at Gosfoith Park, Holywell, werwent, Colt Crag, Whittle Dene
and near Kirkley. Offshore roosts involved 300 off each of Bamburzh and @resswell
on 14th(MSH/BG et al.) with 110 off Howick on 27th(EAS).

Teal,
Largest concentrations were 200 in Budle Bay on 14th(LGM), 153 at Blaydon on 21st%

(IMG/LJIM), 120 at Gosforth on 21st(FC), 115 at Grindon on 13th(LGM) and 100 at
Washington on 28th(ERWM/BL). '

Gadwall.

Only report was of a female at Gosforth on 26th/27th(7C).

Wigeon.

Some large inland concentrations with 200-400 at Grindon all month with a peak on
12th(RG/LCY et al.), a max. of 417 at Derwent on 14th(J&RMcC), 150 at Whittle Dene

on 13th (FAS) and 150 at Broomlee on 29th(EAS), ILargest offshore count was of 50N
off Seaton Sluice on 14th(X¥).

Pintail.

All reports were between 14th-28th when 13 were on Fenham Flats(ETN/JRN), 1 at
Holy Is.(BU), 2 at Monks'House(MSH), 2 near Kirkley(ERM) and singles at Derwent
(J&RMcC) and at Whitley Bay Quarry(NJ¥).

Shoveler,

Max. at Gosforth Park was 40 on 16th and 21st(FC/AJ/BG). 7 at Broomlee on 13th
(LGM) and 1-3 noted at Grindon, Wallsend Swallow and Colt Crag. Just over NW
border at least 97 at Hoselaw on7th(CMA).

Scaup.
Only reports were of 7N Seaton Sluice on 14th with 1N there on 25th(KW).

Tufted Duck.

Most were noted in Gosforth ‘'ark with a peak there of 210 on 25th-27th{LGM/FC),
40-7C were noted at Holywell, Seaton Burn, Whittle Dene and Northumbrian Loughs
during month., Cffshore 2N at Seaton Sluice on 14th(XW).

*

Pochard,

Most plentiful at G sforth with 120-130 on 7th, 21st and 25th(FC/BG/LGM)., Max. of
65 at Holywell on 14th(CED) and 20-40 at Seaton Burn, Whittle Dene, Colt Crag,
Hallington, Northumbrian Loughs and Vashington. The origin of our wintering _
population was suggested when birds wearing Latvian and Russian rings wrrre 3hot at
Belford and Blagdon respectively on 3rd/4th.

Goldenexe.

Well reported in parties of up to 8 on several waters. Larger gatherings involved
17% over Haltwhistle on 7th, 20~23 on Northumbrian Loughs on 13th and 2Tth(LGM),
22 at Derwent on 14th(J&RMcC), up to 23 on R.Tyne at Heddon with a peak on 28th
(EAS), 14 on R.Tweed on T7th(CMAa). Offshore, up to 18 on sea off Seaton Sluise
with some N passage on 7Tth(217N) and on 14th(85N) (XW et al.).

Long-tailed Duck.

Up to 40 in Seahouses/Bambursgh/Ross area during month(LGM/MSH/TRP/KR). 1 near
Alnmouth on 20th(J&RMcC) was only other record.

Velvet Scoter.

Off Hauxley 2N on 7th(HRS) and off Seaton Siuice 1N on 7th and 2N on 27th(XW).
Common Scoter,

19N Seaton Sluice on 7th(KW) and 79 off Alnmouth on 20th(J&RMcC).

Red-breasted Mersanser,
Only reports were of singles off Seaton Sluice on 20th and 28th(XKW).

Goosander,

By far largest gathering was of 41 at Hallington on 21st(EAS). 10-15 were noted at
Colt Crag, Sweethope, Greenlee, Derwent and Gosforth Park with smaller numbers on
R.Tyne at Heddon, Wylam and Hexham, also Tunstall, Washington, Seaton Burn and nr.
Kirkley. Small numbers in breeding areas at end of month including paip in display

at Catcleugh on 21s%(JCD)., -2 .- /Goosander continued



Goosander (continued)
Singles N and S at Seaton Sluice on 13th/14th respectively(KW)., Over 100 at
Hoselaw just over NW border on 28th('/LR).

Smew.
A female or immature at Colt Crag on 28th(BG).

Shelduck.
The usual offshore N December movement was witnessed on 13th/14th when small

parties were seen off several points between Seaton Sluice and Ross({LGM/KR/KW). -
At Seaton Sluice 75 were counted on 14th(LGHM). Over 170 in Budle Bay on 14th(LGM).

Greylag Goose,

65 at Hartburn on 13th(RGL), and on 14th 62 at Budle Bay(LGM) and 32 near Belford.
1-8 noted at Holywell Whittle Dene, Grindon and Druridge. On 5th a bird that had
taken refuge on an North Sea o0il rig was released at Washington Refuge(WWR).

Up to 1000 noted at Hoselaw just over NW border(WLR/CMA). Unidentified Grey Geeose,
probably Greylag involved 15N at Seahouses on 14th and 30N over Benton on 24th,

Pink~footed Goose, :
14S over Washington on Ath(7WR) and 1 at Budle Bay on 14th(LGM).

Brent Goose,

At Holy Is. counts of 480 on 13th(BL) and 250-300 on 28th(BJ). An immature bird
(dark-breasted) in Coquet Est. on 6th and 13th/14th(RGL/AH/ANT/LGH) and possibly
the same bird N off Seaton Sluice on 10th(XB).

Canada Goose,
63 at Colt Crag on 26th(LGM) and 2 near Holywell on 6th(CMA).

Leyptian Goose.,
Single at Washington all month.

Mute Swan.
35 at Berwick on 8th and 30 at Warkworth on 13th(AH). 11 at Wallsend Swallow on

29th(MPR).,

Whooper Swan.

A geieral reduction in numbers since November. Max., counts were 70 at Northumbrian
Loughs(mainly G indon) on 22nd - only 8 juvs.(LGM), 69 in Backworth/Holywell area
on 31st - only 4 juvs., 70 near Ellington on 5th(per BL) and 72 near Coldstream on
30th(MH). Up to 8 noted at Catcleugh, Sweethope, Bywell, Craster, Blagdon,

Langley and Washington, .

Bewick's Swan,

2-7 noted at Monks'House between 6th-263h(W3C/LGM/MJH ¢t al.). At Washing®on 5 on
2nd-6th then 4 on 9th-12th(AT/THW et al.). 1 at Holywell on 17th(JEF). At
Ellington 4-8 between 14th-29th(ERM et al.).

Sparrowhawk,

Voted at ten widely spread localities, with two nest gites already occupied in the
Slaley area. 1 forced a sparrow to take refuge inside a parked car in Newcastle
on 12th whilst it glaréd at both sparrow and driver through the window!(per BL).

Hen Harrier.
1 near Linshiels Lake on 24th(JCD/DBC). A female,

Merlin,
Singles noted at ten widely spread localities, four being known breeding areas.

Kestrel.

A male found with a broken wing at Benton on 12th died very soon afterwards(FC).
A female apparently habitually preying on sparrows/Starlings in gardens at
Whickham(TRC).

Black Grouse,.
Many in evidence on Otterburn Ranges all month(JCD).

Water Rail,
Noted at Gosforth on a number of occasions(FC/JPD/EML/KB/BG). Singles also noted

at Newton, Bolam and Holywell(LGM/JEFR/WAK).

Moorhen, '
57 at Blaydon on 6th(LJM) and 16 feeding from troubh w1th shebp at Holystone in

Coquetdale on 27th(ERM) . /Coot



Coot,

500-600 at Seaton Burn all month(AJ), 139 at Wallsend Swallow on 25th(LGM), 115 at
Gosforth on 29th(FC) and 90-110 at Broomlee during second half of month(LGM). Up
to 13 in Berwick harbour during first half of month(AH) and 3 in Coquet Est.on 20th

J&RMcC) o
Oystercatcher, ( XRMcC)

Up to 480 roosting at Ross during month(LGM/KR/MSH/TRP).

Lapwing. '
Few records received. 2000 at Whittle Dene on 26th(LGM) and 800~-1000 at Seaton

Burn most of month(AJ).

Ringed Plover,

On 20th/21st 25 Warkworth/Alnmouth(J&RMcC), 50 in Druridge Bay area(MSH/AH), 47
between Boulmer and Beadnell(JB/IK) and 38 Blyth-Tynemouth(KW). An unusual inland
occurrence of 1 at Whittle Dene on 6th(JSRB).

Grey Plover,
On 14th 91 in Budle/Ross area(LGM). On 20th/21st a typical count of only 7 made
along Northumberland coast to S of Beadnell.

Golden Plover.

On 26th-28th 2000-3000 in Whittle Dene area(BG/LGM). PFlocks of 250-500 noted at
Henshaw, near Newton and at Bamburgh. Party of 25 on high moorland near Holystone
on 28th(JCD).

Turnstone, ‘
A coastal count on 20th/21st produced a total of over 700 between Beadnell and
Tynemouth including over 300 in Craster/Beadnell area.

Common Snipe,

At least 100 in Blaydon Pond/Derwenthaugh area 21st-24th(MH/LJM), 57 at Whittle
Dene on 6th(JSB) and 15-40 at Hallington, near Kirkley, Gosforth Park, Monks 'House,
Almmouth and Washington, MNany on Otterburn Moors all month(JCD).

Jack Snipe.

Singles noted at Hallington, Whittle Dene, Seaton Burn, Havannah and Derwenthaugh.

Woodeock. -
Singles noted in moorland terrain in Upper Coquetdale on 24th(ICD) ard 27th(ERM).

Curlew,

200 near Waren Nill on 14th(TRP/MSH et al.) and 85 at Holystone in Coquetdale on
27th(ERM). Coastal count on 20th/21st produced total of only 53 between Tynemouth
and Beadnell, :

Bar-tailed Godwit.
9 noted during coastal count on 20th/21st between Tynemouth and Beadnell was a
typical distribution for the time of year,

Green Sandpiper.
Singles at Whittle Dene most of month(JSB/EAS/RW) and at Colt Cragz on 28th(BG).

Redshank, ’
246 counted on coast between Beadnell and Tynemouth on 20th/21st. 1-4 inland in
Heddon and Whittle Dene areas throughout month.

Spotted Redshank.
1 in Budle Bay on 21st(RW) and 31st(CED).

Purple Sandpiper.
70 in Bamburgh area on 14th(LGM/TRP/MSH et al,). On 20th/21st 119 Tynemouth-Blyth
(JDMcE/KW), 38 Chevington-Amble(AH) and 141 Craster-Beadnell(JB).

Dunlin.

A total of 1147 counted on coast between Tynemouth~Beadnell on 20th/21st including
394 in Coquet Est. Inland records of 3W over Plemmeller on 7th(LGM), 7 at Derwent
on 14th(J&RMcC), 3 at Washington on 18th(WWR), 1 at Grindon on 21st(LGM) and 20 at
Colt Crag on 28th(BG).

sanderling, ;
Of only 135 on coast between Beadnell-Tynemouth on 20th/21st, 111 were in Seaton

Sluice area(KW/JDMcE et al.).

-4 - /Ruft
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Ruff,
Up to 9 on many occasions at Monks'House during month(LGM/IK et al.). I at ©
Washington on 8th(WWR) and 3 at East Boldon on 27th(JEF).

Grey Phalarope.
1 noted at St.Mary's between 6th-8th feeding close to the causeway(TW et al.).

Arctic Skua.
1N Seaton Sluice on 2nd(BRE).

Great Skua,
1N Seaton Sluice on 30th(B&ME),

Great Black-backed Gull.
About 900 noted on coast between Tynemouth-Beadnell on 20th/21st. Usual wintering
birds, mainly singles, wandering moors in Upper Coquetdale on 27th(ERM).

Lesser Black-backed Gull.,
A wintering single bird at Stannington on 4th(per BL).

Common Gull.

Some large gatherings reported, mainly of adults, with on 14th 3000 at Holywell
and 4/5000 at West lonkseaton,on 26th 3000 roosting at Sweethope and on 27th 4000
at Holywell(BG/LGM).

Glancous Gull.
1-2 in Seaton Sluice area from 12th(JEF/KR/RGL et al.), 2 at Amble on 20th(J&RMcC)
and 1 at Druridge on 28th(KH),.

Iceland Gull,
An adult at N,Shields on 6th(SR) and an immature N near Hauxley on 21st(AH).

Little Gull,
An immature N at Seaton Sluice on 25th(KW).

Black~headed Gull.
3000 in Seaton Sluice area from 20th(BG/KW et al.) and 500 in Coquet Est. on 20th
( J&RMcC ),

Mediterranean Gull,
A fivst-year noted at N,Shields Fish Quay on 6th(SR).

Little Auk.
Off Seaton Sluice 4N on 7th, 1N on 13th and 19N on 14th(KW) .

Auk(sp.).
Off Seaton Sluice 103N on 7th and 173N on 13th(KW et al.).

Barn Owl.
Noted at Widdrington, Wylam and Ponteland,

Little Owl,
Noted at Matfen, Ponteland and Holywell,

Tawnx Owl.

Noted at Stannington, Prestwick Carr and Ponteland.

Long—eared Owl,
6 at Cleadon on 20th(PD) and singles near Backworth on 15th and 17th(JEF) and near
Belsay on 25th(KH).

Short—~eared Owl,
4 near Washington on 7th(MMcC) and 1-2 at Ross, Amble, Holywell, Barsdon, Gosforth
Park, TLinshiels and Robin Rock, near Greenlee.,

Kingfisher,
1-2 at Bolam, Whittle Dene, Washington and on the Ouseburn between Gosforth and
Jesmond Dene, .

Green Woodpecker.
Noted at Belsay.

Great Spotted Woodpecker.,
Visiting bird tables at Gosforth, Benton and Hamsterley Mill.

Lesser Spotted Woodpecker,
1 in a garden at Hamsterley "ill on 22nd(EP).

-5 = /Skylark




Skylark.
Flocks of 100-200 noted at Bambursgh(13th) and Holy Island(28th).

Shorelark,
3 reports. 4 in Druridge Bay on 3rd, 4 on Holy Is. on 5th(per BL) and 2 at Amble
on 8th(per ERWM). :

Carrion Crow,
Flocks of 10-20 noted at Craster, Colt Crag and Gosforth Park.

Hooded Crow,
10 at Craster on 6th(LGM/RGL), 4 in Druridge Bay on 28th(KH) and singles a%
Ponteland(30th), Stocksfield(20th) and Blaydon(19th-29th).

Willow Tit.
Noted at "Tallsend 3wallow, Stocksfield and Prestwick Carr.
Long-tailed Tit.

Well reported. Flocks of up to 15 noted at Allenbanks, Heddon, Stocksfield, Bywell,
Dipton, Warkworth, Gosforth, Hamsterley Mill and Riding Mill.

Nuthatch.
1-2 at Bolam all month(ICD/BH/WAK).

Fieldfare,
Flocks of 150-300 at Allenbanks(17th), Crookhall(12th) and Slaley(21st).

Redwing.
Roost Of 600 at Gosforth on 13th(MSH). 150 at Seaton Sluice on 13th(XR) and 40-50

at Holywell(6th), N.Shields(23rd) and Hamsterley Mill(27+th).
Stonechat,
Noted along almost the whole coastline with 15 between Blyth and St.Mary's being a

typical distribution. Noted inland at four locations in N.Durham but at only one
in- Northumberland.,

Blackoap.

On 6th singles in Jesmond Dene(MPF) and at Ravensworth(LJM)., 1 at Craster on 8th
(WSC) and 1 at Heddon on 31st(EAS). :

Chiffchaff,

Singles noted in gardens at Cramlington and Killingworth on 26th-28th(per BG).
Grey Wagtail,

1 in urban habitat at Felling all month(MicC),

Waxwing,

Largest flock was of 100 in Hamsterley Mill area on Ath(EP) when 30 were in Morpeth
(per BL). 35 at Wylam late in month(per BG) and up to 20 at Heddon, Westerhope,
Fenham, Whitley Bay and Washington.

Great Grey Shrike.
1 at Seaton Burn on 13th(BL) and late in month singles near Rothbury and at Budle
‘ Bay.

Starling.

The Gosforth Park Poost had broken up by 20th(7C).

Greenfinch.,

Up to 300 at Druridge late in month(LGM/ERM) and 100 at Hauxley on 5th(¥RS),
Goldfinch.

Widespread in flocks of up to 30 even in centre of Newcastle.

Siskin,
Up to 60 noted at Bolam(BH et al.) and up to 30 at Gosforth Park(PC et al.). 1-8
noted at Plessey, Colt Crag and Washington.

Twite,
Between 13th-28th up to 20 at the usual winter haunt on Coquet Estuary(AH/LGN/ANT).

Redpoll. ’
Flocks of 40 noted at Holburn(7th) and Colt Crag(26th). 20 at Stannington on 5th
were reported to be 'Mealy'(per BL).
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Bullfinch.

An unusuaal number of reports suggested that population was higher than normal with
up to 20 at Plessey, Belsay, Gosforth, Wylam, Holywell Dene and Riding Mill. % in a
garden a® Hamsterley Mill during l=zst week was a large, bright male - probably a
bird of N race.(EP).

Brambling.

100 at Stocksfield on 27th(per BL) and small numbers at Byrness, Druridge and
Apperley Dene,

Lapland Bunting.

1 on Holy Island on 26th(}S).

Snow Bunting. ‘
120 in Hauxley area(HRS) and 65 at Long Nanny most of month. 25-35 at Ross(14th) -
and Amble(21sh with smaller numbers at Marsden and St.Mary's area.

Tree Sparrow.
150 with Greenfinches at PBruridge on 29th(ERM and 30 at Hauxley on S5th(HRS).
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CLUB NEVS AND NOTES = PR

Club Meeting, Thursday 12th February at 7.15pm. ..

This will be our annual 'llembers' Wight' when club members give short talks on
their own particular activities. Previous years have served to show the wealth
of talent that exists within the club, and the scope and diversity of subject
matter " has entertained and often surprised the rest of us.

Our February meting promises to be of a hish standard with (at the time of writing)
contributions from :-
Jim Deacon on Wood Warblers, a species he feels is somewhat neglected in
Northumbria.
Jack Barker whose birdwatching is larzely done from the deck of his
fishing boat 10 miles off the coast, and whose magnificent slides are
the envy of dry land sea watchers.
Les Milton and Don Cook on Blaydon Pond and its birds. This area frequently
features in the monthly bulletin, and is in process of being designated a
reserve by the local council. This designation is mainly the result of the
ringing programme and observations carried out by Les and John Orton
during the last 4/5 years.

Field Trip, Sunday, 15th February.

By coach to South Fast Scotland. This will be in the Musselburgh/Prestonpans/
Seafield area and climaxed (we hope) by views of the geese flighting in to roost
at Gladhouse Reservoir.

Meet at Baxter's Tynemouth 3. 00am
Mt Hancock Museum 8.20anm cost £1.25
Booking for the trip to: Mike Hodgson, 30 @&losefield Grove, Monkseaton.
Tel.W,Bay 20511
or Tom Palmer, 23 Manor Park, Washington.

Inland Gull Roosts.,

The spring counts of inland gull roosts are to take place over the weekend of

13t12/14th March. There are still some known sites which are, as yet, without
counters. Offers of assistance to cover these should be made to:

Geoff Macfarlane, 31 Wreay Walk, Cramlington or at the February club meeting.

Colour Marked Ringed Plovers.,

Ringed Ploversaee being colour marked on the ILindisfarne Reserve by

Mike Pienkowski. Sightings of any of these birds should be sent with fu'l
details to Mike at 5, Brock Mill Cottages, Beal, Berwick-On-Tweed.

If the birds are seen on Lindisfarne itself details of the EXACT location
would be welcomed,

Faster Draw.

Some generous offers of prizes have already been made by members, but in order
to amke this a 'bumper' effort, mav the committee appeal for further
contributions? Tom Palmer has the 'Ways' but seeks help with the 'Means'.

Informal Smoker.
Back to T.Palmer again. This event will now take place on Friday, 12th March,

a less auspicious date than originally planned, but the premises will at least
be licensed on that datel!
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