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TYNESIDE BIRD CLUB • 
January 1975 

Summary 
Yet another mild January with westerly winds associated.with appnaching depressions from the mid-Atlantic dominating the weather. 
The highlight of the month was tl-1e unusual nu.rnber of reports of Blackcaps, first mentioned in December, 1974. To date, they have heen seen at seventeen different places this winter involving at least 35 individuals. Other out of season species involved Spotted Redshank, Gre enshank, Ruff, Lesser Black-backed Gull and Black Redstart whilst early nesting of both Mistle Thrush and Blackbird was observed. 
Some very large flocks of Lapwing and Golden Plover were noted early in the month when Greylag Geese appeared to be restless whilst the more unusual species involved Smew, Iceland Gull, Bearded Tit, Hawfinch and Little Bunting. 

Classified List 

Black-throated Diver. 
1N off Seaton Sluice on 1st;(KW) and 1 on R.Wansbeck estuary on 26th.(M&JN). 
Great Northern Diver. 
Off Seaton Sluice 2N on 5th., 1N on 11th. and 1S on 26th.(KW). Off Bamburgh 1S on 12th. and 1 on 21st.(BRS). 
Red-throated Diver/Diver (sp.). 
Off Seaton Sluice 11N on 4th. and 18N on 11th.(KW). At, least 30 d.n Druridge Bay on 29th.(MSH) and 20 off Alnmouth on 2nd.(NJP). Inland at Whittle Dene 1 unidentified diver present . on 18th.(per BL). 
Great Crested Grebe. 
2 off Ross on 12th.(BG et al). Inland 2 at Colt Crag on 19th.(LGM/BM), 1 at Gosforth on 19th. and 26th. (BG/CED) and 1 at Whittle Dene on 26th. ( JSB). 
Red-necked Grebe. 
3 off Ross on 12th.(BG et al) and 1 off Holy Island same day (BL). 
Slavonian Grebe. 
3 off Ross on 12th.(BG et al). 
Little Grebe. 
1-! noted at Whittle Dene, Hartburn, Durham, Grindon, Killingworth, Warkworth and 
Fulmar. Washington. 
Heavy S passage noted off Seaton Sluice on 12th.(124) and 25th.(142). 
Gannet. 
Unusual numbers for the .time of year with 54-N on 12th. off Seaton Sluice and 20S there on 25th. (KW). Off Ross at least 15 S on 12th. ( BG). 
Cormorant. 
Prominent offshore in St.Mary's area with 45 there on . 3rd,(AJm et al). Inland up to 19 on R.Tyne between Prudhoe and Wylam (per BL), up to 12 in Washingto~ Refuge area (WWR) and up to 4 at Hallington/Whittle Dene (MRS/AWJ/LGM/JSB). 
Heron. 
Up to 5 noted at several locations inland and coastal. 
White Pelican. 
The Warkwo•rth bird still present on 6th. (WAK). 
Flamingoo 
1 at the Long Nanny on 24th.(JCB) and 1 at Beal on 12th.(BG et al) •. Obvious escapes! 
Mallard. 
A large gathering on the ice at Gosforth on 19th. of at least 800 (BG}. Elsewhere counts of 200-400 at Whittle Dene, Budle Bay, Holywell, Colt Crag and Druridge Bay, especially during mid month. 
Teal. 
300 at Gosforth on 19th. and 200 in Budle Bay on 12th.(BG). Elsewhere only 25-50 reported from Broomlee, Grindon, ''!hi ttle Dene, Powburn, Holywell and Blaydon. 
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Several thousands in Budle Bay on 12th.(BG et al). 200-250 at each of Derwent and Grindon (AWJ/MRS/LGM/RG) all month and 20-50 at Whittle Dene and Gosforth. 
Pint ail. 
1 at Holywell on 4th.(M&JN) and 1 at Washington Refuge all month (WWR). 
Shovel er. 
20 at Gosforth on 15th.(EH) but .more widely distribut~d than is normal with up to 8 at Cap·heaton, Colt Crag, Holywell and Washington. 

·r Scaup. 
The ratio of re~ords of 4 on freshwater to 1 on the sea was unusual. Inland 1 at Greenlee on 4th.(LGM) was especially unusual with singles at Holywell on 5th. and 16th.(CED/AJm) and at Cresswell Pond on 29th.(MSH et al). 1N off Seaton Sluice on 4th.(KW). 

Tufted Duck. 
Largest flock was at Gosforth with 140 there on 7th.(AJm et al). Elsewhere largest counts were 80 on Northumbrian Loughs on 11th.(LGM), 60 at Colt Crag on on 18th. (EH) and 52 at Capheaton with 48 at Sweethope both on 19th.(LGM). 
Pochard. 
60 at Gosforth on 7th.(AJm) was by far the largest •ount. Elsewhere up to 20 at Molywell, Hartburn, Rayburn Lake and Northumbrian Loughs (MN/LGiVI). 
Goldene:ve. 
Largest counts were 30 on Northumbrian Loughs on 4th.(LGM), 34 at Capheaton on 19th. (LGM), 20 at Wark/Tweed on 12th.(MSH) and 33 at Whittle Dene on 21st.(NJP). Birds commuting between Holywell and Seaton Sluice resulted in regular counts of 20~24 at each locality (IDV/MGC et al). 
Long-tailed Duck. 
20 off Ross on 12th •. (BG) with 1-2 off Holy Island and Seahouses. 
Common Seater. 
Flock of 200-300 off Ross all month and 45 off .Unmouth on 2nd. )ON off Seaton Sluice on 18th.(ID~) and 1 found dead on R.Wansbeck at Morpeth on 2nd.(per BL). 
Red-breasted Merganser. 
20-30 off Ross most of the month with 8 off Alnmouth on 2nd. 1-2 notect at Holy Island and Seaton Sluice. 
Goosander. 
The largest numbers were noted in the Gosforth/Seaton Burn area with up to 15 present on each water. It is probable that because of their close proximity only 15 individuals were involved (AHB/ETN/JRN/GSR et al). Elsewhere 1-10 were noted at Carham, Greenlee, Colt Crag, Whittle Dene, Langley, Derwent, Riding Mill, Hartburn, Hallington and Washington (on R.Wear) with 6NE over Newcastle on 27th.(NJP). 
Smew. 
A female or immature at Whittle. Dene on 18th. (EH). 
Shelduck. 
Total of 16N off Seat on Sluice/St.Mary·' s on three dates (MSH/KW). 150 in Budle Bay on 14th.(RNC) and 5 at each of Boulmer and Amble on 26th.(CMA/ERM). 1 at Greenlee on 11th.(LGM) suggested overland passage. 
Greylag Goose. 
Between 1st.-5th. six flocks varying in size .from 5-40 noted moving in 'all directions' over Seaton Sluice and Blyth (EH/MN/KW). Between 10th.-19th. counts of 118 at Whittle Dene, 13 at Colt Crag, up to 47 at Grindon and 8 at Hallington. 
White-fronted Goose. 
8 at Grindon on 19th.(AJW/MRS). 
Pink-footed Goose. 
5 at Carham on Tweed on 6th.(ETN/JRN), 1 at Cresswell 4thv18th.(PD et al). 1 at Washington all the month with 3 present on 7tho · (MVR). 
Brent Goose. 
100 on Fenham Flats on 12th.(BG). 
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Egyptian GC2ose. 
1 at Hallington on 19th.(LGM/BM) and 1 at Washington all the month (VIWR). 

Canada Goose. 
1 at Holywell on 1st. and probably the same bird at Gosforth on 12th. and 19th. 

(GSR/BG). Maximum 74 at Colt Crag on 19th.(LGM/ B1VIK). 

Mute Swan. 
Maximum at Amble of 31 on 2nd.(NJP). 

Whooper Swan. 
With the exception of the Northumbrian Loughs where no more than 21 were seen, all 
otl-Jer favourite areas still held large numbers with at least 130 at Holywell in 
mid month (per CBD),105 in the Ellington/Cresswell area on 11th.(per BL), 90 on 
Lindisfarne Reserve on 12th.(BG) and 50 on the Tweed at Carham on 6th. Up to 20 
occurred at widely scattered locations such as Langley, R~yburn Lake, Hartburn, 

Whittle Dane and Middleton (near Bolam). 

Bewick's Swan. 
1 near Seaton Delavai on 2nd.(MSH) and 12 on Holy Island on 12th.(BL)• 

Buzzard. 
1 at Washington on 14th. (WWR). 

Sparrowhawk. 
Continues to be well and widely reported. As early as 26th. a known breeding site 

was found to be re-occupied (BL). 

Hen Harriere 
1 at Slaley on 23rd.(per BL). 

Peregrine. 
1 at Budle Bay on 2nd.(WAK). 

Merlin. 
Singles noted at Fenham Flats, Budle Bay and Callerton with 1-2 at Washington. 

Water Rail. 
About 8-10 birds calling from reeds at Gosforth on 19th.(BG). 

Coat. 
A decrease at Seaton Burn - the most attractive water in the area - to about 60-70 

all the month (AJm). Also 78 at Brasside by the end of the month (DLS). On 28th./ 

29th. 200 at Wallsend Swallow and 120 at Blaydon (NJP). 

Oystercatcher. 
St.Mary's attracted a maximum of 102 on 24th.(KGD). 

Lapwing . 
Some very large flocks in the coastal area to the S of Seahouses on 1st. totalling 

at least 12000 (JCB) with several thousands at Whittle Dene on the same day (BG). 

1500 at Drurige on 29th.(MSH) and 500-1000 at Budle Bay, Seaton Burn, Stamfordham, 

Chollerford and Hexham. On 20th. a flock flew into a high voltage supply cable in 
the Cambo area and 8 were killed (per BL). 

Ringed Plover. 
51 between Howick/Beadnell on 26th.(JCB). 

Grey Plover. 
High tide roost attracted 400 at Budle on 12th.(BG). 

Golden Plover. 
A few thousands at Whittle Dene on 1st.(BG) and still 1000 there by 27th.(AJR/WAK 
et al). At Budle 2000 on 12th.(BG) and at least 1000 at Monks House on 4th.(WSC) 

with up to 350 at Grindon, Plenmeller, Seghill, Stamfordham and Druridge . 10 in 
breeding territory at Otterburn on 26th.(JCD),. 

Turns tone. 
A maximum at St.Mary 's of 100 on 3rd. (AJm) and 98 Howick/Beadnell on 26th. (JCB). -· 

Common Snipee 
Up to 35 at Newton, Washington and Blaydon during the month~ 
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Curlew. 
500 in Budle Bay on 12th.(BG et al), 113 Howick/Beadnell on 26th.(JCB), 70 at Monks House on 21st. (MSH) and a maximum at St . Mary 1 s of 45 by the end of the month. • ~ ·'-
Bar-tailed Go~..:.. 
A few thousands in Budle Bay on 12th.( BG). 
Redshank. 
200 at Wa shington on 25th.(JEP) and a maximum at St.Mary's of 142 on 31st.(KGD). 
Spotted Redshank. 
1 at Budle Bay on 12th.(BG). 
Greenshank. 
1 at Holy Island on 12th. ( BL). 
Knot. 
The St.Mary's flock of 1200-1500 is now travelling about one mile inland to feed in stubble fields near Earsdon at high tide (CED/KGD/WAK/MSH/TW et al). A few thousands at Budle on 12th.(BG). 
Purple Sandpiper. 
Up to 100 noted in Bamburgh area, 71 Howick/Beadnell on 26th.(JCB) and up to 20 at Amble (ERM/IK/BRS). 

Dunlin. 
Several thousands at Budle high tide roost on 12th.(BG). At Washington a maximum of 450,and at St.Mary's no more than 150. 
Sander ling. 
70 at St.Mary's on 3rd. (AJm). 
Ruff. 
A winter bird at Washington on 3rd.(JEP). 
Gulls. ( sp.). 
Several thousands at Druridge on 29th. consisting mainly of Herring and Common whilst a high tide roost at Budle on 12th. composed of Common and Black-headeq (MSH/ BG). N movement at Whitburn on 25thG involved 2000/hr.(NJP). 
Great Black-backed Gull. 
700 at Blaydon on 5th.(BG) and 100 near Blyth on 1st.(MSH). 
Lesser Black-backed Gull. 
§ingles at Seaton Sluice on 7th. and at Amble on 19th. were each judged to be of the Se andi na vi an race ( JEF') • 

Glaucous Gull. 
Many sightings in the SE corner of Northumberland probably involved birds from the group of 4 (including 1 adult) that frequented North Shields F'ish Quay (MSH/KW/RH/ EC et ·al). 2 at Cresswell on 12th.(JEP) and more unusual was the appearance of 1 inland at Seaton Burn on 19th.(IK). 
Iceland Gull. 
An immature noted in Tynemouth/Seaton Sluice/St.Mary's/North Shields area throughout the month (KGD/MSH/MGC). 
Black-headed Gull. 
The St.Mary's roost had attracted at least 2000 by 5th.(MSH). 
Kittiwake. 
200/hr.S at St.Mary's on 15th.(MSH) and 1000/hr.N at Whitburn on 25th.(NJP). 
Little Auk. 
1 found dead well inland at Stamfordham on 4th.(HT). 
Wood Pigeon. 
Large flocks again reported especially in coastal districts with 1000 near Embleton on 6th.(JCB), 2000 at each of Seghill and Washington on 2nd. and 7th. respectively (KGD/WWR) and 100S over Alnmouth on 2nd.(NJP). 
Barn Owl. 
Noted at Brunton, Lynemouth, West Monkseaton, Holywell Dene and Washington. 
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Little Owl. 
Noted at Washington and Stamfordham. 

Lorg-eared Owl. 
Two roosts in the Backworth area throughout the month contained a total of at l~ast 
12 birds(CED/WAK/JEF/PW). A Finnish ringed bird was killed by car at Beadnell on 

Short-eared Owl. 9th. 

Up to 10 in the Alwin Valley, Upper Coquetdale during 
Derwent, Brunton, Holywell, St.Mary's and Washington. 

month (ERM) with 1~3 at Amble, 

Kingfisher. · 
.. 

'1 . . 

Noted at Mitford and Crawcrook. 

Marsh Tit. 
Noted at Devil's Water, Ha.rthope Burn. Stocksfield• 

Willow Tit. 
Noted at Gosforth, Killingworth, Derwent and Gateshead. 

Long-tailed Tit. 
Flocks of up to 20 at Ryton, Gateshead, .Bla.ydon and Gosforth. 

Bearded Tit. 
A male seen at Newton Pool an 8th. was thought to have been present during 
December 1974 (JCB). 

Nuthatch. 
Noted at Hamsterley Mill, Durham and Dipton B~rn. 

Dipper. 
Noted in full song at Devil's Water on 19th.(ERM). 

Mistle Thrush. 
A pair feeding nestlings at Biaydon on Jfst.(K\V). 

Fieldfare. 

.1 . 

Flocks of up to 250 at Greenlee, Stamfordham, Fontburn, Bradford and Stannington. 

Redwing. 
Largest: flock was of 200 at Kiln Pitt Hill on 19.th. (WAK) _,with many parties of up 
to 50 in Hexhamshire 19th.-26th.(AJR). 

Blackbird. 
An early nest containing two eggs at Guide Post on 12th.(per BL). 

Stonechat. 
1-2 at Whitburn, Tynemouth, Seaton Sluice with up to 4 at Cresswell • . Inland pairs 
at each of Cramlington and Havannah (near Dinnington). 

Black Redstart. 
1 at Whitburn on 18th.(PG). 

Blackcap. 
Continues to be well reported with 1-2 at Craster, Morpeth, Hepscott, W.Monkseaton, 
Whickham, Blaydon, Winlaton Mill, Stocksfield and Corbridge. 3 noted at Cresswell 
and up to 4 frequented a garden at Hartford. Since the beginning of December they 
have been noted in 11 different localities. 

Grey Wagtail. 
Urban records of singles at Newcastle Polytechnic most· of month (RH) and 1 at West 
Denton on 20th,(IK). 

Waxwing. 
Some sizeable flocks still present with 60 at Morpeth on 9th. (BL), 42 at Gosforth · 
on 6th.(RNC), 20-30 at Ashington, Westerhope and Stocksfield until mid month. 
Several reports of 1-10 birds. 

Great Grey Shrike. 
1 at Blaydon most of the month (RH/EC/KW et al) where it took two. House Sparrows 
on two occasions. Singles near Backworth on 5th.(JEF), Washington on 3rd.-5th. 
(JEP), Holburn Moss on 1st. and at Hartburn on 11th.(per BL). 
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Haw-:f i.neh~. 
:S--;;t~-;~· 20th.-31st. 1 at Choppingt on, 2 a t Stocksfield and up to 7 in the Wylam area 
( EB/NJP/ perBL). 

§i.skin. 
30 at Ryt on on 6th. reduced to 3 on 28th. (KW). Up to 15 · in Riding Mill/Sto·cksfield 
areas near the end o f the month (ID/RH/NJP et al). 
Crossbill. 
1 at Hamsterley Mill on 10th.(EP). 
Chaffinch. 
Flock of at least 300 near Heddon on 19th.( MNC) and 150 near Hexham on 23rd.(RG/WB/ 
Brambling. 
50 at Durham on 3rd.(DLS), 30 at Stocksfield on 18th.(per BL) and small numbers 
near Hexham, Crawcrook and Mitford. 

Yellowhammere 
lioost of 40 at Holywell Dene on 15th.(MSH). .. ' 

Corn Bunting. 

EL) 

Roost of 100 plus near Bamburgh on 20th.(BRS). 
and at Ross (WAK). 

Singles singing on 2nde at Holywell 

Little Bunting. 
The Washington bird first noted in September 1974 was still present on 2nd.(JEP et 
Lapland Bunting. 
1 a t St . Mary 's en 1st., (KW). 

Snow Bunti ng. 
Flocks of 30-60 at Whitburn, Seaton Sluice (moving S), Cresswell, Long Namny, 
Druridge and Washington. 1 on Cheviot on 19th.(PD). 

al).. 

Tree Sparrow. 
100 near Durham most of month (QLS) and up to 70 in Earsdon area early in month 

(WAK/PW) G 

LIST OF CO NTRIBUTORS .. 
C.M. Adamson W.S.Craster 
J.C.Bacon J.C.Day 

W.Brady I.Davidson 
J.S.Booth P.Davidson 

E. Bagshaw ·J. P.Deacon 
A.H.Banks C.E.Douglas 
M.G.Chadwick K.G.Dures 

E.Culwick J.E.Fergusson 
D.B.Charlton B.Galloway 
R. N.Coates P.Gill 
M.N.Coates R.Grey 

CLUB NEWS & NOTES 

• E.,Hawcion 
B. Hunter 

M.S.Hodgson 
R.Higson 
A.James 

J.K.Jefferey 
A.W.Jones 

I.Kerr 
W. A.Kelly 

E.Lobley 
E. M.Lindsay 

B.Little 
B~Martin 

L.G.Macfarlane 
J.D.McElwee 
E.R.Meek 

B.Mecrow 
L.J.Milton 

M.& J.Nattrass 
E.T.&J.R.Norris 

J.Park 
J.E.Perfitt 
Washington W.R. 

J.D:Parrack 
E.Priestley 

G.S.Rushbrooke 
A.J.Richards 
R.A.Silk 
D.L.Sowerbutts 
M.R.Smith 

H.Tegner 
K.Walton 
P.Weighill 

C.F.Watson . ..( .. 
Barn bu:v?h R. sy~ . ·: .: 

Meeting, Thursday 13th~March will be 'Members' Night'. Several contributors from 
within the club will speak or show slides of their particular birdwatching activity. 
If any other members wish to take part, they should contact John Ginnever a.s.a.p. 
Field Trip, Sunday 30th.March. 

Coach tripiWalk: Falstone to Kielder 
Meet Baxter's Tynemouth 7.30am 

" Hancock Museum Be OOam Cost: £1 .. 00 
Bookings, queries or cheques to: Keith Walton, 51 Beachcroft Ave. Tynemouth. 

Tel; N/S 70631 
COMPETITION Thanks to the generosity of one of our members, the committee is 
organ1s1ng an essay competition for young people in the 12-16 yrs. age group,. All 
schools in the area are being contacted but club members will obtain further details 
in the next bulletin. 
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BIHD CLUB 

February 1975 

Summary 

The mild weather continued and the month was dominated also by another unusual 
feature - fog. Wintering wildfowl and waders declined as the month progressed 
although passage was noted as some species returned to inland breeding sites. 
Out of season species were well reported although some could have been early spring 
returns involving, for example, Black-tailed Godwit, Common Sandpiper, Ruff, Lesser 
Black-backed Gull, Ring Ouzel, Chiffchaff and, of course, Blackcap. 
Of the birds of prey, a Rough-legged Buzzard was most interesting while the Blaydon 
Great Grey Shrike continues to oblige observers with very close views. 
Crossbills seemed plentiful and active in display and song in the Border Forests 
throughout the month. 

Redwings were noted emigrating early in the month and gatherings of Fieldfare and 
Waxwings also could have been moving North and East. 

Classified List 

Black-throated Diver. 
1 off Seaton Sluice on 22nd. (KW). 
Red-throated Diver/Diver (sp.). 
Unusually, the only reports were up to 6 off Ros§ aft er 2Znd.(JEF/~) nnd a at 
Druridge on 22nd.(KB). 

Great Crest ed Grebe. 
A steady return to inland waters with 1-2 at Gosforth, Seaton Burn, Whittle Dene, 
Hallington, Colt Crag and Brasside mainly after mid month. Offshore 1 at Alnmouth 
on 8th. (ETN/ JRN). 

Red-necked Grebe. 
1-2 off Ross/Bamburgh 8th.~23rd. (MGC/MH/BG). 1 off Howick on 23rd.(MN). 
Slavonian Grebe. 
1 off Holy Island on 19th.-21st.(MW). 
Little Grebe. 
1-3 noted at seven different waters as far inland as Whittle Dene. 
Fulmar. 
Prominent prospecting nest. sites in NE of county all month with one pair inland near 
Gannet. Holburn (MW). 
25 note~ off Holy Island on 8th.( MW ). 
Cormorant. 

Up t o 5 on Tyne at He 4don, 'Cat \Vo..llsi:md .~hv. CEAS/JT11'.1cEfluTR ) oA·ppr ox8 250 r oos ting ~n 
He On Marsdon Rock all month(THW) . r • 
Several reports of up to 4 inland and at the coast with 15 on the R.Tweed at Yarrow Slake on 1st.(ETN/JRN). 

White Pelican. 
The Warkworth bird still present on 24th.(MSH/BH). 
Chilean Flamin~ 
1:inland at Wallsend Swallow 3rd.-28th. and 1 at Lindmsfarne on 21st. 

Mallard. 
400 at Colt Crag on 2nd. was largest concentration (J&RMcC). 
Dene on 15th. ( JSB) with 100-1.35 noted at Northuinbrian Loughs, 
and Gosforth Park. 

Teal. 

250 were at Whittle 
Howick (on the sea~ 

90 at Prestwick Carron 8th.(ERM), 150 at Budle Bay on 23rda(BG) and up to 54 at Grindon during month (LGM). 51 at Blaydon. 
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Wig os n. 
5QO·~at-Budle on 2Jr-d~ ( BG), up to 350 at Grihndon peaking on 27th. (RG/WB/LGM). Ori 
15th~ at l east 200 a·~ Derwent (CMA) with 100 on Holy Island on 19th. and 100 at Bradford (near Bamburgh) on 23rd.( MW ). Up to 60 at Colt Crag , Whittle Dene, Bolam and Walbottle. 

Pint ail~ ---5 at Holburn on 5th~( MN ) with 1-2 at Bradford, Holywell and Colt Crag. 
Shovel er. 
Up~~~oted at Gosforth, Holywell, Colt Crag, Grindon and Broomlee with 2 on the s ea off Seaton Sluice on 15th.(KW). 

Sea~ 
Off Seat on Sluice 2N On 9th. and 2S on 15th. (KW). 1 off Ross on 22nd. (MGC) and 1 at Cresswell on 23rd..(J&RMcC/ERM). 
Tuft ed Duck. 
Largest-fiQ;k was of 130 at Seaton Burn on 1st.(BH) with 80 
(AJm) and 88 on No!'thumbrian Loughs on 2nd. and 15th.(LGM). 
(M&JN) with up to 30 on several other waters. 
Pochard. ----

at Gosforth on 24th. 
50 at Capheaton on 9th. 

Up to 25 not ed on waters such as Seaton Burn, Gosforth, Holywell, Capheaton and Colt Crag with up to 39 at Grindon and 41 at Blaydon on 15th.(LJM). Off Seaton Sluice 4S on 15th. (KW) .. 

Gol9,~neye . 
About 200 on Twe ed at Yarrow Slake on 1st.(ETN/JRN) with parties of up to 10 between Carham/Wark on same day .. 34 at Broomlee on 2nd.(LGM) and 31 at Whittle Dene on 28th.(JEF). 30 off Seaton Sluice after 9th.(KW) and up to,15 on many other waters. 
Long-tailed Duck. 
Maximum of 20 off Ross on 22nd.(MGC). 
Velvet Scot er. 
Off Seaton Sluice 1N and 2S on 9th.(~V). 
Common Scoter. 
Up to 400 in Ross area during month (WN) with 22 off Seaton Sluice on 22nd.(KW). 
Red-breasted Mergansero 
At i -east 5·o off Ho~;;-;~ 23rd. (BG) and 23 off Alnmouth same day (J&RMcC). 1-5 noted off Holy Island, Howick and Seaton Sluice. 
~der~ 
Well report ed but no l arge concentrations.. 11 count e0 at Tunstall Res. on 3rd., 27 at Greenlee on 15th.(LGM), 23 on Tweed near Norham on 8th.(CMA) and up to 16 seen in t he Gosforth/Seaton Burn area (AJm/TW). Up to 12 on many other wat ers. 
Shelduck. 
200-300 at Budle on 18th.-23rd.(RNC/BG). Off Seaton Slui~e 8N on 9th. and 'Nand 
5S on 15tho(KW). 8 at Cresswell on 9th.(ERM). Singles inland at Heddon on Tyne on 8th.(EAS), a t Seaton Burn on 13th.(AJm) and at Whittle Dene on 15th~(JSB) were probably m~grating N or W. 
Grevlag Go ose. 
well""i~epo-rt0'd:"" 300-400 in Bradford area most of month (WSC/MW) and 300 at Carham 
on 1st, (ETN/JRN). At Grindon max. of 88 by end of month (RG/WB/LGM et al). 46 at Colt Crag on 2nd . (J&RMcC), 33 at Hallingto n on 16th,(ERM) and 24 at Prestwictk Carr on 15th. were probably connected with the flock of 39 seen flying SE over Ponteland on 27th~(LSS/AJ). 

White-fronted Goose. 
2Q'Ve;- Holywell ot;:15th . (JEF) were probably the same birds as those at Cresswell on 22nd./23rd.(ERM). Latt er were identified as belonging to the Eurasian r ace. 
Pink-foo t ed Goose ~ 
5 ~t Grindon on 1~th.(LGM) increased to 7 on 19th.(ERM). 1-2 at Middleton, Cresswell 
Eren~CGoose. 
Up to 37 at Fenham Flats all month (MW e t al). 
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Canada Goos e . 
Up to 46 in Hallington/Sweethope/Colt Crag area. 
Egyptian Goose. 
1 with Canada Geese in Hallington/Colt Crag area. 
Mute Swan. 
18 at Beal on 19th.(MW) and 17 at Amble on 23rd.(J&RMcC). 
Whooper Swan. 
Declining. 125 in Wark/Norham area on 1st.(ETN/JRN), 100 at Fenham Flats on 8th. 
when 20 at Budle (MN). 80 at Holywell on 21st.(JEF), 44 UD.Middleton on 2nd.(ERM), 
33 at Grindon on 15th.(LGM) and up to 25 at locations such as Prestwick Carr, 
Bywell and Bradford. 2 were killed at Burradon on · 8th. when they flew into overhead 
Rough-legged Buzzard. cables (AG). 
1 at Wolsingham on 18th.(THW) and 1 in Kielder Forest on 25th. bad been present for 
about two weeks (ERM). 
Sparrowhawk. 
1-2 noted at 11 diffe rent and varied localities. 
Peregrine . 
Singles noted at Ryton, Hepburn and Cheviot (KW/BL). 
Merlin. 
Up to 3 in Blaydon area during month (KW) with singles at Hallington, Kielder, 
Holy Island and Kenton. 

Kestrel. 
1 roosting on the floodlights at St.James'Park most of month (AJR). 
Coot. 
1GO at Seaton Burn on 19th.(AJm) and 65 at Brasside on 23rd.(DLS). 
Oystercatcher. 
200 at Budle on 23rd.(BG). 
on 7th., 2 at Whittle Dene 
Lough, peaking on 28th. 

Passage/return to inland sites suggested by 3 at Carham 
on 15th., 2 at Hexham on 17th. and up to 20 at Grindon 

Lapwing. 
Some large flocks still apparent with 2000 at Whittle Dene on 1st.(EP), 1500 at 
Tranwell on 15th.(MSH), 1000 at Seaton Burn on 13the(AJm) and 500-800 at Budle, 
Blyth, Holywell, Chollerford and Grindon. Light W movement over Northumbrian Loughs 

on 2nd. ~LGM). Ringed Plover. 
35 at Newton on 4th.(MW) and display noted in Druridge Bay on 5th.(RW). 1 at 
Newton on 17th. was wearing a yellow colour ring (ooq). 
Grey Plover. 
200 at Goswick on 15th.(per BL) and 50 at Budle on 23rd.(BG). 
Golden Plover. 

4 at Amble on 23rd. 
(J&RMcC). 

Up to 800 at Monks House, Seahouses (MW). 100-300 at Holy Island, Tranwell, Hadston 
and Grindon. Noted at breeding territory at Redesdale on 25th.(ERM). 
Common Snipeo 
30 at Prestwick Carron 8th.(ERM). 

~.-Snipe. 
1 at Blaydon on 15th.(LJM). 

Curlew .. 
.300 at Newton on 23rd.(IK), 200 at Budle on 23rd.(BG), up to 75 at Monks House (MW) 
and 40-50 at Amble and St. Mary's (J&RMcE/BG). A few had returned to moorland areas 
Black-tailed Godwit. after 15th. 
1 at Budle Bay on 23rd.(BG). 
Bar-tailed Godwit. 
200 at Budle Bay on 23rd.(BG). 

Green Sandpiper. 
1 at War~wort)h on 1st.(JPD/EML), 1 at Kirkley Hall on 5th.(AHB) and 3 at Seaton Burn on 24-th. (AHB • - 3 - /Common Sandpiper, , , 



Comc:1o n S.?J:D.~l,.piper-2.. 
1 at \llj·arl'..•ltur th on 4th. (MW) and 8th. (JPD/EML) has possibly wintered in the areao 

Spo t.,:f:!Jd !J. 'L<1§haJl!'":..:!.. 
1 in Budle Bay all ~onth (BG/EH et al). 

Gre ens bank . 
1-2 at War:kworth/Amble/Alnmouth all month (J&RMcC/RW) probably included the single 
seen there on 19th. January (JEF). 2 at Goswick on 15th.(BL). 

Knot . ---500 at Seabouses on 11tb.(MW). 

!:~rp)._e ~~J~l PiE er"-
50 a ~ Sea l1ouses on 11th. and 200 at Bamburgb on 23rd.(BG/MW). 
Dun1i. '.1. 

1\.t i~;st 1000 in Budle on 23rd.(BG) and 250 at Boulmer on the same day. 
Sanderlirw; .• 
100 ci:tWlii Tburn on 11th.(TH\¥) reduced to 50 by 22ndo(DLS). 32 at Holy Island on 8th. 
Ruffo (MW). 
1 at Monks House on 6tb.(MN) may have wintered. 

Lesse:::- Blade-backed Gullo 
1 at Prudboe on 6th.(AJR), 2 at Lnnstead on 22nd. and 2 at Budle on 23rd.(BG). 

~.rr...Q.~_1h 
Large i'oo sc s of 8000 at Druridge during month (ERM/JAG) and 2000 at Budle on 23rd. 
Glaucous Gull. (BG). 
1\.n immatu;~:e-· in North Shields Fish Quay/St .Mary 's/Seaton Sluice area 1st. -18th. 
immature at Amble on 23rdQ(J&RMcC). 

Iceland GuJ.l. 
rn-immat~re-at Seaton Sluice on 15tb./16th.(EH/JP/KW). 
Li ttl. e GuJ L 
~rrillill.tu·~:;-s at Seaton Sluice on 9th. (KW). 

Black- beaded Gullo ··---ft-

An 

Roost of a~ _ leas t 1000 at Budle on 23rd.(BG). 
Ki tti:;vake o __ 

400 at Newton Pool on the same day. 
(IK). 

1 at Blaydon Pond on 14th.(MH). 

Wood :rt..f.-201?-.:.. 
1000 a.t S0c.-ton Burn on 13tho, 1500 at Holywell on 19th.(AJm). Among large numbers 
at Go sfor~b Park on 23rd. there were 4 who, while still alive, appeared to be 
sugfering from poisoning (BB). 

Barn Owl. 
Noted at Monks House, Tri tlington, Wark, Craml i_ngton and Horton Grange. 
Li tt l 8 01fl'}, 
Note~-at Ri ; kley, Shiremoor and Heaton Park. 

Long·--~~1. _9wl. 
1 cal ~ .ing & ·i:; Ulgbam on 10tb.(per BL) and 1 roosting near Backworth on 19th.(JEF). 
Short -.. Bar P:: Owl. 
5 at l<;·~nh&:···Flats on 1 Otb. when 3 roosting at Bebside (per BL) o 4 at Wallsend 
Swallow Oi"l "i4th. (MH/AKI) and singles at Holywell, Killingworth and Monks House. 
Kingf =-:_s he£_~ -
Singl8s a t Gosforth, Ponteland and Warkworth. 

Green Woo 6 ~~ckero .;;.;;;...;;..;;..:::;;.. . ___ , ... __ ~ 
2 at Stocksfield and also noted displaying at Hartfordo 
Sky. r. ~~.2.!£ .. 
Flock of at least 200 at Hadston on 16th.(MSH). 

~P-"_. 
Of eight sites so far checked only one shows signs of being occupied./ 
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Jackdaw. 
Flock of 500 near Warenford on 23rd.( WAK). 

Marsh Tit. 
Noted in small numbers at Devils Water (EC), Bolam (WAK) and Howick (ERM), 

Willow Tit. 
Note:'l at Wark/Tyne ( ii.G ) and Holywell Dene (MSH)o 

Nuthatch. 
1-2 at Bolam and Hamsterley Mill (WAK/EP). Indications of a spread downstream from 
Durham City (DLS). 

Dippero 
Noted at Bothal Woods on 28th,, only four miles from coast (JEF). Noted in song at 
Thropton on 7tb.(MSH). 

Fj eldfare. . 
Suggestions of a commencement of pre-emigration flocking with 700 at Kirkley on 15th. 
(MSH), 500 on N.Tyne on 22nd.(AG), 350 at Walbottle on 15th.(AJn) and 250 at Rotbby 

on 2nd, (ERM) 

Red wing. 
Noted moving E over Wylam at mid month suggesting emigration (per Bfi) with f locks of 
up to 100 at Hamsterley on 9th. and 19th., Kirkley and Allenbanks on 15th. and 
moving E over Heddon during last week (EAS et al), 

Ring Ouzel. 
A remarkably early (or wintering?) record of 1, possibly 2, near Chillingham on 23rd, 

Stonechat. (WAK). 

Prominent in coastal areas with at least 6 at Budle and 9 at Newton/Dunstanburgh on 
23rd.(BG/MH). Also noted at Amble, Warkworth, Howick, Druridge and Whitburn and 
inland at .",shington, Morpeth, Cramlington, Blaydon and Seat on Burn, 

Black Redstart. 
1 still present at Whitburn on 22ndo(DLS). 

Blackcap. 
The incre~ ibl e s eries of sightings continues with up to 7 in Blaydon/Ryton area (KW), 
a pair at West Monkseaton, 1 at Preston and 1-2 at Hexbam, Corbridge, Stocksfield, 
Morpetb and Hepscott. Singing males were beard at two of the localities! 

Chiffchaff. 
Not to be outnumbered by the Blackcap, singles were at Wallington on 2nd,(BM), 
Morpeth on 7th.(per BL) , Seaton Sluice on 9th,(KW) and at Linton, Bedl±ngton and 
Denton Burn between 24th.-28th.(BG per BL). 

Grey Wagtail. 
Noted at Warkworth, Jesmond Dene, Bardon Mill, Holywell Dene and Blaydon, 
Waxwing. 
Flocks continued to be reported with 60-90 at Slaley 6th.-10tb.(CJ), 70 at Hexham on 
4th.(RG/WB) when 80 at Ryton (KW), 35 at Stocksfield on 25th.(J&RMcC) and 30 at 
Wallsend Swallow on 14th.( AKI). Up t o 12 note0 at Broomley, Morpeth, Acomb, Blaydon 
Great Grey Shrike, and Durham. 
The Blaydon bird that was seen all month was watched chasing a Blue Tit on 9th.(MH/ 
JMG et al). 1 at Killingworth on 10th,(per BL), 
Hawfinch. 
2 at Hexham on 19th,(per BL). 
Greenfinch, 
Flock of 300 at Holywell Dene on 9th,(MSH). 

Goldfinch. 
Flock of 62 at .\nni tsford on 26th. (BM). 

Si skin. 
About twelve pairs at Horsley on 26th,(JEF), 8 at Ryton during month (KW) and 5 at 
Font Reservoir on 2nd. (ERM). 
Linnet. 
56"at"'15'ruridge on on 23rd. (ERM) - 5 - /Red poll 



Redpoll. 
150 at Tunstall on 18th.(TffN). 
Crossbill. 
5 at Halleypike on 2nd. 6 at Wark Forest on 15th. when song and display was 
observed (LGM)o 50-60 at Kielder on 18th. where a female has been seen carrying 
nesting material early in month (per BL). 1 singing at Redesdale on 25th.(ERM) 
where they are "very common this year". 
Bramblingo 
20 at each of Slaley and Stocksfield on 2nd./Jrd.(BL/TIM). 100 at Hesleyside on 
22nd.(AG) and 1-2 at Bellingham and Mitford. 
Corn Bunting. 
50-60 at Ryton most of month (KW). 
Reed Bunting. 
c.JOO roosting ~t Blaydon on 15th. (LJM). 
Lapland Bunting. 
JN at Druridge on 2Jrd.(JAG/ERM). 
Snow Bunting. 
80 at South Shields on 22nd. and 25-40 at Ross, Cheviot and Long Nanny. 1-10 at 
Seahouses, Boulmer, Cresswell, Ilielderhead and Whitburn. 
Tree Sparrow. 
100 at Durham most of month (DLS). 
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of record cards. 

CLUB NEWS & NOTES 
As Spring migration gets under way among the birds and Bird Recorders, please note 
a local movement in the case of our chairman. His new address is nearer Prestwick 
Carr! J.A.GINNEVER, 32 THE CREST, DINNINGTON GREEN, DINNINGTON, NENvCASTLE/TYNE. 

CLUB MEETING, Thursday, 10th.April, 7.15pm 
For the last meeting of the Spring we welcome ARTHUR GILPIN to speak on 'Birding 
from the Borders to Shetland'. As a nationally known illustrator and bird 
photographer (Leeds University made him an honorary M.Sc. for his photography); as 
a Council member of the R.S.P.B. and Yorkshire Naturalists' Trust, his many years' 
experience and slides should provide us with a memorable talk which you are urged 
not to miss. NOTE: 7.15pm START due to new University regulations. 

FIELD TRIP, Sunday, 13thoApril 
Coach trip/walk Fenham Mill - Ross. 4 miles. 
Meet Baxter's, Tynemouth 7.JOam 

11 Hancock Museum S.OOam Cost: £1.10 
Leader: Bryan Galloway 

B.T.O. ROOKERY SURVEY 1Q7~ . 
It is encouraging to hear from Geoff. Macfarlane that, on:•paper at least, 100% 
coverage of Northumberland and Tyneside has been achieved. Assuming sickness or 
other mishaps do not prevent volunteer observers from getting out in the field, it 
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B. T. 0. ROOKERY SUR7EY co ntim::.ed 
""WTIT"be · po~'81'bTe- fo~~·tbe first time t o de t er mine a ccura t ely th e t otal breeding 
population of th e Rook in our ar ea , t ogether with much ancillary data. Previously, it har dly seemed possible t o ob t ain such a c over ag e and Geoff and his t eam are t o be congratulatedo Perhaps we shall hear the r esults of this March/April effort at a future meeting., 

FRIENDLY RELATI ONS 
'l'be N~H . S. are ~gaged in a r ecruiting drive for members and we are pleas ed to .i assist them by enclosing details with this bulletino 

The R.S.P.B. are bringing Dr. ERIC ENNIO N t o Newcastle on 22nd . April., His talk: ' An Artist in N0rthumbria' will be in the University Refectory Ballroom at 7.30pm. Tickets (JOp and 15p) from Windowse Dr. Enni on 1 s work at Monks 1House in the 1950s bad a great influenc e on birdwatcbing in the county and much of the ringing now carrie d out can be traced back directly to this influence. 
COLOUR RINGING 
To as s i st Neil Duncan of Durham University in hi s study of Herring Gulls nes ting in colonies in the North East, T. B.C. members are asked t o ke ep a look out for colour ringea birds of that species. Details a r e r equired -

a) Of ring colours a nd combinations, together with time 
and place of observa tion. 

b ) Colour ringed birds actually in nes ting colonies. 
c) Locations of any coloni e s c ontaining Herring and Lesser 

Black-backed GUlls. 
This information should be sent in the f orst instanc e t o : 

Eric Meek, 7 Shaftoe Way, Dinnington, Newcastle upon Tyne. 

CLUB ESSAY COMPETITION 
The competition is open to all y oung people in the area, in the 12-16yrs. age group. The essay should be on an ornithological subj ect and based pref erably on personal r esearch or observation (p erhaps during the summer holidays). Closing dat e for 
entries is September 30th. 1975. Further infor mation and entry forms shouln be obt·ained from: 

Mre J. A.Ginnever, MoYJkseaton High Scbo.,~Seat onville Rd. Whitley Bay, 
Jltbougb this notice is being circulated to all the schools in the area, we naturally hope to see a strong entry from our own junior members. 
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TYNEBID:S BIRD CLUB ... - .. 
M~ch~ 19'~~ 

SUMMARY 
March was undoubtedly the coldest month of the vnnter as unfamiliar N winds, often 
gale force, dominated the weather, especially after mid month. Snow fell durir>.g 
the las t week of the month al tbo Llgb it only persis t;ed i nland on high gr oundo The. 
much expected arrival of summer visitors in numbers was thus thwarted and, by the 
end of the month, on1y Garganey, Wbimbrel, Sandwich Tern, 4 Wheatears, a Ring 
Ouzel and 2 White Wagtails had been reported. 

Lesser Black-backed Gulls were more conspicuous, however, at a time when other 
Gulls were also mo-ving N9 including Glaucous and Iceland. ~'be strong N winds also 
brought migrating Gannets close inshore, especially af·ter 28th., with Kittiwakes 
also moving in large numberso 

The tradi t ional pre-emigration build up of Fieldfares was witnessed from 23rd. 
when Redwings were also in evidence and an interesting return passage of Waxwings 
was also apparent. 

Blackcaps, which ba~e been a feature of the winter, seemed to decline during the 
month, especially after 17th. - coincident with the onset of wintry conditions. 

April gas brought 2 reports of Osprey followed by a flusb of migrants, especially 
at the coast, during heavy rain but higher temperatures on 19th. More details 
next month .. 

CLASSIFIED LIST 

Black-throated Diver. 
I at Cresswell Pond on 23rd. (per BL). 

Great Northern Diver. 
Off Seaton Sluice 1S on 2ndo, 1N on 23rd. and 1N and 1S on 30th. (KW). 

Red-thrGated Diver. 
More reports than in February with: off Seaton Sluice 23N and 15S on 22nd./23rd. 
(~) and 25S from 28th. - 31st.(KW). 1-4 noted off Ross, Alnmouth, Seahouses and 
Holy Islando 

Great Cresten Greb e . 
1-2 noted at Gosfortb, Seaton Burn, Catcleugh, Sweetbope, Colt Crag, Greenlee and 
Brasside witb 3 at Hallington and up to 4 at Whittle Dene. 

Red-necked Grebe, 
1-2 in Bamburgh, and Ross area on 8th. but, more unusually, 2 off Alnmouth on 30th. 

Slavonian Grebe. (EC/RH) 

At least 20 off Ross on 8th. (EC/RH). 

Little Grebeo 
1-2 noted at eleven waters with 7 at Broomlee Lough on 15th.(LGM et al). Off Holy 
Island 1 on 31st.(LGM)o 

Manx Sbearwater. 
A very early bird off Seaton Sluice on 22nd.(~N). 

Q§nnet .. 
A few moving N after 16th .. with he:.vy passage occurring 29tb.-31 st. when J26N off 
Seaton Sluice. Also small er numbers noted off Hauxley, Dunstanburgh, Alnmouth, 
Seahouses ana Bamburgh. 
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Cormorant. 
Up to 250 roosting on Marsden Rock (THW)e Inland up to 30 on R.Wear at Washington (WWR) peaking on 16th., up to 4 at Wallsend Swallow (AC) and 1 at Hallington (LGM). 
Shag. 
A g~thering of 77 off Holy Island on 31st.(LGM/AJR). 

Heron. 
1-2 noted at Wallsend, Killingworth and Mitford, also Holywell and further inland at Colt Crag, near Taraet and at Edmondbyers. 

Chilean Flamingo. 
Singles at each of Budle Bay and Wallsend Swallow all mon~h. 

White Pelican. 
The Warkworth bird was present all month. 

Mallard. 
300 at Holywell on 4th.(AJm) decreasing to 100 by 24th. Up to 200 noted at Whittle Dene, especially before 15th., including 2 albino birds (JSB/ERM) 120 at Hallington on 9th.(ERM) but much smaller numbers elsewhere. 

Teal. 
Up to 93 at Grindon during month peaking on 28th.(LGM). 40-50 at each of Holy Island (on31st.) and Washington (all month). Up to 25 at Gosforth, Whittle Dene and near Earsdon. 

Garganey. 
A pair near Seaton Burn on 31st. were the first of the spring (BL). 

Wigeon. 
Max. at Grindon Lough of 240 on 23rd.(LGM/EAS/ERM) but only 100 left in Budle Bay on 7th.(RNC). Up to 40 noted at Whittle Dene, Gosforth, Linton and Cresswell. 

Pint ail. 
1 at Holywell 1st.-4th.(AJm/PW); 1 on Holy Island on 31st.(AJR) when 2 were at Washington, 1 having been present all the month. 

Shoveler. 
Passage suggested with 12 (all drakes) at Holywell on 12th.(MGC/JEF) and 2-6 at Gosforth, Seaton Burn, Whittle Dene, Wallsend, Grindon, Broomlee and Pallinsburn between 15th.-29th. Most reports were ef drakes only. 

Scaup. 
A pair at Cresswell Pond 26th.-31st.(MSH/J&RMcC/RN). 

Tufted Duck. 

2N off Seaton Sluice on 31st. 
(ICR/KW) 

Largest counts were 80-90 on Northumbrian Loughs all month (LGM); 60-70 at Seaton Burn on 2nd.(BH); 45-50 at Gosforth 13th.-24th.(AJm) with up to 40 at Hazlerigg, Holywell, Whittle Dene, Blaydon, Cresswell, Washington, Lilburn and Holy Island. 
Pochard. 
Most numerous at Gosforth where a max. of 60 was noted on 13th.(AJm) and still 35 en 24th. 32 at Grindon on 1st.(LGM) and 12 at Cresswell on 31st.(MSH). Off Seaton Sluice 1S on Sth.(ID¥) was unusuale 

Goldeneye. 
Some large gatherings as passage progressed vnth max.counts ef 39 at Holywell on 2nd.(M&JN); 43 at Northumbrian Loughs on 1st.(LGM) though still 41 on 15th.; 31-33 at Whittle Dene 1st.-15th.(JSB); 37 on the R.Tyne at Heddon after 16th.(BG/JSB/EAS) and 10-20 at Hallington, Capheaton, Sweethope and off Seaton Sluice. Many pairs were watched in courtship display. · 
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Long-tailed Duck. 
Only reports from Holy Island area were 2 on 23rd.(WAK) and 8 on 28th.(JDMcE). 
2N Seaton Sluice on 31stft( KW ). 

Common Seater. 
78 off Bamburgh an 28th.(JDMcE) and up to 35 off Seaton Sluice and Alnmouth. 
Movements off Seaton Sluice involved 15N on 9th. and 22N and 35S un 23rd . 

Red-breasted Merganser. 
10 off Bamburgh on 28th. and off Seaton Sluice 1-2N on eac~ of 25th., 30tho, 31st. 

Goosander. 
A further increase in the Seaton Burn/Gosforth flock to 21 by 22nd.(RMD/JD/AJM et al) 
with 12 still present Qn 31st. At least 20 at Colt Crag on 2nd.(EH); 10-11 on 
Greenlee Lough 1st.-15tho(LGM) and 12 at Whittle Dene on 9th.(ERM). Well reported 
in small groups on R.Tyne below Corbridge and 1-4 noted off Alnmouth and Seaton u 

Sluice with 2NW over Newcastle on 10th.(BL). A return to breeding sites was 
apparent from 16th. with 1-6 pairs at Bellingham, Ford, Hepple, Featherstone 
Castle and Linhope. 

Smew. 
A female at Whittle Dene 9th.-C.th.(JSB/Eill~). 

Shelduck~ 

Max.of 170 reported at Budle Bay on 7th.(RNC) with 15 at Amble and 5 pairs at 
Cresswell on 29th.(RN). Off Seaton Sluice 11N on 22nd. and 8N on 31st. with . 1-2 
on four other dates. 3 at Washington 1st.-9th., then 1 until 14th.(AT). 

Greylag Goose. 
Up to 500 at each of Lowick and Budle Bay 29th.-31st.(RH/WLR). Maxima ef 180 at 
Hallington on 16th.(WB/RG) and 90 at Grindon on 9th.(ERM) though still 80 at the 
latter on 29th.(ETN/JRN). 80 at Broomlee on 15th. were probably the Grindon birds 
(LGM). Up to 12 noted at Cresswell and 6 at Sweethope (JCD/DBC). 

White-fronted Goose. 
2 at Hallington on 9th.(ERM). 

Pink-footed Goose. 
Singles at Washington all month (WVIR), Hallingto n on 9th. ( ERM) and Cresswell on 
15th.(perBL). 

Brent Goose. 
Still 7 on Fenham Flats on 31st. (LGM/AJR). 

Canada Go ose. 
6S in Colt Crag/Hallington/Sweethope area on 2nd.(EH/JP). 

Mute Swan. 
25 at Ellington on 28th. was unusual though only 8 at Amble on the same day sugges~a 
that they were probably from that area (JDMcE/RN). 6 at Wallsend Swallow increased 
to 14 from 12th.(AC). 

Whooper Swan. 
Still well reported. About 120 at Holywell on 2nd.(M&JN) reduced to 23 by 30th. 
(ETN/JRN/JEF et al). Up to 32 at Grindon at a peak between 15th.-28th.(LGM et al). 
As the return and passage progressed, flocks of 11-17 were noted grazing near 
Lucker, Shaftoe, Bywell and Bradford with 2 near Chatton. The 2 flightless birds 
still reside at Wallsend Swallow. 

Rough-legged Buzzard. 
1 was seen at Blagdon on 16th.(per BL). 

Sparrowhawk. 
Widespread reports received. 
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Goshawk. 
1 ~resent at a locality in the SW pf Northumberland on 9th. 

Hen Harrier. 
A female near Slaggyford on 30th.(LGM) and 1 ;near Belford on 31st.(WAK). 

Gyr Falcon. 
1 at Howden on 13th./14th. was wearing a 'jess' on one leg (KW)o 

Merlin. 
1 at Washington on 5th. (WWR) and 1 N at Seat on Sluice on 23rd. (KW). Well inland singles noted at Halleypike, Slaggyford, Catton and Dargues. 

Kestrel. 

• 

Widespread reports included a pair at a crag nest site as early as 2nd.(ERM et al). 

Black Grouse. 
Up to 12 cocks noted at Threestone Burn (per BL). 

Red-legged Partridge. 
Noted in Blagdon area as usual. 

Coot. 
100 at Seaton Burn most of month (AJm). 

Oystercatcher. 
60 at St.Mary's on 24th.(KR) and inland up to 44 noted in Bardon Mill area as passage progressed (LGM/EAS). Also up to 9 at Grindon Lough with some pairs in residence at inland breeding sites after mid month. 

Lapwing. 
Largest flocks were 400 at Stannington on 2nd.(MSH) and 300 near Hartley on 5th. 

(CMA). Grey Plover. 
150-180 at Buale Bay on 9th.(RW) with 1-4 at Seahouses, Alnmouth and Amble (EC/RH/ 

J&RM•~n Golden Plover. 
Some interesting flocks as passage progressed with between 22nd.-30th. 2000 at Longframlington, 800 at Stannington, 530 at Linton and 300 near Ilderton. Earlier in the month flocks of 30-60 had been seen at Blanchland and Sweethope (JCD/ERM/RN/ 

EAS). Turns tone. 
Max. of 100 at St .~flary 's on 8th. (BG). 

Common Snipe. 
Largest gathering was of 30 at Gosforth on 28th.(ETN/JRN). 

Jao-k Snipe. 
1 at Holywell on 9th. (M&JN); 1 at Seaton Burn on 16th.(IK) and up to 2, possibly 3 at Alnmouth 30th./31st.(EC/RH). 

Woodcock. 
An interesting series of records between 22nd.-30th. probablymvol~ed both birds returning to breeding areas and passage birds as 1-3 were noted at Gosforth, Earsdon, Blaydon, Stannington, Allendale, Slaggyford and Edmondbyers. 

Curlew. 
Maxima of 48 at St.Mary's on 8th.(BG) and 30 at Holywell on 28th.(RN). 60 at Grindon on 9th.(EID~) and 18 at Hallington on 16th.(WB/RG). Well established in breeding territory near Bardon Mill on 23rd.(EAS). 

Whimbrel. 
Some unusually early reports, all of birds N at Seat on Sluice, with 4' on 8th., 1 on 22nd., 7 on 23rd. and 12 on 30th.(KR/JP/KW/HW). 
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Bar-tailed Godwit. 
Still at least 250 at Holy Island on 31st. (AJR) ~ 1 N at Sea ton Sluice on 22nd. (KR). 

Reds hank. 
80 at Washington on 28th.(WWR) and an unusual flock of 50 at Saaton Burn on 19th. (AJm) was obvinusly on passage. Present in breeding areas near Brenklay on 13th. 

( CMA). 
Spotted Redshank. 
The Budle Bay bird was present until at least 9th.(RW). 

Greenshank. 
1 at Alnmouth on 29th.(RN). 

Knot. 
Only report was of 40 in Budle Bay on 7th.(RNC)• 

Purple Sandpiper. 
Max. in Seaton Sluice/St.Mary's area was 180 on 8th.(BG). 

Sander.ling., 
120-161 at St.Mary's 7th.-24th. with a peak on 24th.(KR/PW/BG/'I'PM1N). 

Lesser Black-backed Gull. 
Singles at Colt Crag on 1st. and Blaydon on 2nd~(EC/RH/MH). 2 at each of Seaton Burn on 13th. and 16th. and Grindon on 18th.(IK/WB/RG/AJm). Many reports 22nd.-31st. as N passage progressed, even from as f a r inland as Allendale. Largest flock was of 30 near Ulgham on 29th.(KR). Birds with very dark mantles were noted at Gosforth (6 on 29th.) and on Alnwick Moor (4 on 31st.(JEF/AJR). 

Glaucous Gull. 
During the strong N winds in the l a st week of the month a light passage was suggested with possibly as many as 11 individuals being seen from Seaton Burn between 22nd.-30th. On 29th. 5 were togetker at the sEwage outlet and another 2N. During the same period 1-3 were noted at nearby North Shields, Blyth and Holywell and farther afield at Amble (KW/KR/JEF/ERM et al). Earlier in the month singles were at Seahouses on 2nd.(IK) and at North Shields on 8th.(AJR). All were immatures. 

Iceland Gull. 
1 in the Seaton Sluice area all month until it was joined by another on 28th.(JEF/ JP/EH/KR et al). On 29th. 4, all immatures, were feeding together with 5 Glaucous Gulls at the sewage outlet and providing a truly amazing, if not unprecedented, spectacle. However, only 1 remained on 30th.(KW)~ Inland at Blaydon an adult was seen on 23rd. and an immature appeared there on 26th.(MH). 

Kittiwake. 
A heavy N movement off Seaton Sluice involved birds pass~ng at up to 800/hr.(ERM/ MSH/KW). Inland records involved singles at Washington and Blaydon on 14th. and 23rd. respectively. 

Sandwich Tern. 
The first and only sighting was of 1N off Seaton Sluice on 31st.(KW). 

Stock Dove., 
Noted at Holywell and Ross. 

Barn Owl. 
Noted at Brunton, Shankhouse and Ravensworth with 1 dead (cause unknown) at 

Long-eared Owl. Stonehaugh. 

Still roosting near:Badmo~th on 19th.(JEF). 1 found dead on road near Alnwick OD 14th.(EC). Pair returned to a nest site near Slaley by 9th .. (perBL). 
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Short-eared Owl. 
3 at Hartley on 1st. were possibly the same group seen in the Holywell area 4th.-
19th.(EH/AJm/MN/EC). 1 at Budle on 22nd.(WSC) and 1 at Seaton Sluice on 23rd.(KR/ 
KW). 1 at Brunton on 30th.(AHB). 

Kint:?;fisher. 
The only record was of 1 near Wylam on 30th. (BG). 

Green Woodpecker. 
Noted at Langleeford, Swinhoe, Breamish Valley and Warkworth. 

Great Spotted Woodpecker. 
Noted at Powburn, Wooler, Harbottle, Ridley Mill, Stannington, Healey, Whitley Bay 
and Hamsterley Mill. 

Lesser Spotted Woodpecker~ 
A bird heard drumming at Hamsterley Mill on February 24th. was seen on March 5th. 
(EP). Singles were noted visiting birdtables at Redesmouth and ~rrasford during 
month (perBL). 

Skylark. 
Still flock of at least 100 near Hallington on 9th.(ERM) when others had paired in 
breeding areas. 

Raven. 
Of the twenty-eight nest sites checked none was occupied although 2 were displaying 
in the Cheviots on 16th.(WLR/ERM). 

Hooded Crow .. 
Singles at Washington on 13th.(AT), Morpeth 23rd. and 29th.(KR) and Amble on 2£thJ 

(J&RMcC) 
Rook. 
Flock of 100 feeding amongst heather high on the moors on Hexham Common on 2nd. 

(LGM). Magpie. 
A tired bird on open moorland on the R.Irthing on 23rd.(LGM) Flock of 17 at 
Hallington on 15th.(AKI). 

Marsh Tit. 
Noted at Bolam. 

Willow Tit. 
Noted at Gosforth, Bolam and Broomley. 

Long-tailed Tit. 
Small flocks still apparent early in month but by the end only pairs were reported. 

Nuthatch. 
1-2 noted at Bolam, Wallington and Hamsterley Mill. 

Fieldfare. 
Some large flocks involved in pre-emigration gatherings inland, especially from 
23rd. with 1500 in Hexhamshire; 1000 at Sto·cksfield; 800 at Edlingham; 500 at 
B~llingham and Falstone and up to 300 at Stannington, Knowesgate, Wooler, Felton, 
ThrocklPy, Otterburn and Alwinton. Earlier in the month 150 were at Lilburn on 
2nd. when 300 were at Kirkwhelpington (WLR/ERM). 

Song Thrush, 
By 31st. 4 young had fledged from a nest at Whickham (LJM). 

Red wing. 
Steady passage through Hamsterley Mill all month (EP) but numbers much less than 
for.Fieldfare. Largest flocks were 50-100 at Stocksfield, Cambo, Benton, 
Edl~ngham, Stannington and Newbrough, especially after 22nd. 
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Ring Ouzel. 
An early coastal migrant at St.Mary's on 16th.(KR). 

Blackbird. 
Passage suggested by 40 near Slaley on 4th.(CJ) and 15 at Hauxley on 9th.(HRS)~ 
An early nest in a pile of scaffolding at Gosforth on 13th.(RWM). 

Wheat ear~ 
First report was of 3 a t Seaton Sluic e on 23rd.(IDV)o Only other report was . of 1 
near Redesmouth on 27thD(per BL). 

Stonechat. 
Singles noted inland at Wallsend Swallow, Elsdon and Washington with up to 4 at 
Holywell • 

Blackcapo 
1-2 reported at Morpeth, Wallington, Hexham, Wylam, Ryton and Corbridge until 17thc 
Only subsequent record was of 1 at Ryton on 25th. A pair at Hamsterley Mill f\ 
from a birdtable on chicken and cheese. 

Chiffchaff. 
At Cramlington, 1 on 9th. fed on aphids on rose bushes. It was present on many 
subsequent dates (BM). Singles at Washington on 17th.(THW); Denton Burn on 22nd. 
(BG) and Hauxley on 31st.(HRS). 

Meadow Pipi1:t. 
Passage suggested by a large flock at Hamsterley Mill on 23rd.(EP) and a light N 
movement over Hauxley on 31st.(HRS). 

White Wagtail. 
2 with 6 Pied Wagtails at Boulmer on 28th.(IK). 

Grey Wagtail. 
Noted on breeding territory at Hamsterley Mill, Matfen, Hallington and Whittle 
Dene. 1 still in urban habitat in Newcastle City Centne on 29thc(BG). 

Waxwing. 
Reports from 20 different localities suggested return passage throughout the month. 
The largest flocks were of 25-30 at each of Stannington, Thropton, Hexham, 
Ponteland, Slaley and Ilderton and birds were noted as far inland as Upper 
Coquetdale and Simonburn. 

Great Grey Shrike. 
The Blaydon bird was present until at least 26th.(MH et al). Other singles noted 
at Hepple on 14th. (perBL); Boldon on 29th. (JCD) and Ponteland on 31st. 

Hawfinch. 
Up to 14 noted at Washington Refuge and Coxgreen during month (DLS/WWR). 1 near 
Ladypark on JOth.(RH). 

Greenfinch. 
Roost of 500 at Ravensworth on 2nds(L~A). 

Goldfinch. · 
Largest flock was of 18 at Lowick on 30th.(WLR). 

Si skin. 
A few at each of Hamsterley Mill (EP), Jesmond Dene (ERR) and Edlingham (BG) aft&r 

23rd. 

Crossbill. 
1 at Greenlee on 15th.(LGM) and 2 near Halleypike on 28th. 
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Brambling. 
Noted only at Rothbury (1) and Haydon Bridge (*)) (WAK/LGM). 

Yellowhammer. 
70 roosting at Kibblesworth on 9th.(LJM). 

Lapland Bunting. 
1 on Holy Island· on 23rd.(WAK). 

Snow Bunting. 
Only reports were of 20 on Middlehope Moor, Weardale on 2nd.(WAK) and 4 near Blyth on 9th. (M&JN. 

Tree Sparrow. 
Flocks of 15 at Whitley Bay (JDMcE) and at Hazlerigg (RMD/JD). 
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RECORDER ·.,;. CHANGE OF ADDRESS 
Please send all April reports to Bryan Galloway, 3 Grosvenor Court, Chapel Park, Westerhope, Newcastle upon Tyne by May 9th. please. 
CLUB NEWS & NOTES 

Summer Recess. 
Our next club meeting will be on Thursday, Sept. 11th. at 7.15pm. 
Fi~ld Trip, Sunday, May 18th8 
By car to Hulne Park nr. Alnwick. 
wishing to go should contact Keith 
Offers of spare ~eats in cars will 

B.T.O. ROOKERY SURVEY ~,1975 

This will be led by Mike Hodgson, but members 
Dures at N/S 75928 for details ef arrangements. 
be most welcome. 

It is probable that most members w~ill have completed their field work by the end of April. Completeq record cards should be sent to the local organiser as soon as possible. Any 10km. squares not covered completely should be indicated as these may form the basis for a 'mini-survey' in 1976. 

B.T.O. GREAT CRESTED GREBE CENSUS 1975 
The main census is to take place on 31st. May/1st. June, covering all waters where there is a possibility of the birds breeding. The club's area has 40 potential sites including the Border lochs, so that as many volunteers as possible are required, together with offers to collect more detailed breeding data. Again, the local organiser is Geoff.Macfarlane, 31 Wreay Walk, Cramlington NE23 6LJ. 

PLACE NAMES 
It would assist both the recorder and readers ef less familiar place names could be followed by an associated and familiar town, village or area when sending in your reports. (e.g. 'Bradford nr. Bamburgh ) 



_ ~· TYNESIDE BIRD CLUB 

April 1975 

Sill.1MARY 

The weather was generally unfavourable for assisting the arrival of summer visitors 
and, except for the last quarter, the month was cool and wet. 

Heavy rain accompanied by strong E. winds on 18th./19th. as a depression moved 
rapidly Eo across Britain was the turning point in the month, during and after which 
summer migrants became more conspicuous, although there had been some indication of 
passage of some of the early passerines on 13th. Waders and gulls were also moving 
about this time, especially Redshanks and Common Gulls. However, even by the end 
of the month some species had still not appeared and others were still in 
relatively small numbers. 

A random selection of the more interesting observations included a Diver movement 
on 3rd.- 6th.; Smew present until 20th.; an exodus of Grey-lag Geese on about 13th.; 
a Marsh Harrier on 25th.; 4 Ospreys and a continued passage of Waxwings. 

May has produced some interesting observations including Pine Grosbeak on Holy Island, 
Bluethroats, Wrynecks, Red-backed Shrike and Ortolan Buntings, but more details next 
month. 

CLASSIFIED LIST-

Black-throated Diver. 
1 off Alnmouth on 13th.(RH). 

Red-throated Diver. 
A distinct N movement on 3rd.-6th. with a total ef 54 counted off Hauxley/: Seaton Sluice (HRS/KW/PW). Up to 4 off Ross, Holy Island and Alnmouth until at least 18th. 

(BG/RH). Great Crested Grebe. 
Present at all those inland localities mentioned in March and a further single bird was at Blaydon on 4th.(LJM). At Gosforth a pair was watched with 4 young from 21st. (AJm/PW et al) and another adult was there also on 21st. Offshore 3-4 off Alnmouth on 1 3th. ( RH) • 

Red-necked Grebe. 
Only report was of 1 off Holy Island on 13th. (JAGh 

Slavonian Grebe. 
At least 7 off Rcss on 13th.(BG et al) and at Washington Pond 1 was present from 22nd. until well into May (RGL/RH/DLS). 

Little Grebe. 
Up to 3--noted at eleven different waters as far inland as Grindon. 
Fulmar. 
A total of 18 pairs on three different inland sites near Belford on 20th.(WAK) 274 between Beadnell/Howick on 24th.(JB). 

Cormorant. 
Inland records involved up to 13 on the R.Wear (VmR) and 1-2 at Hallington, Seaton 
Burn and Wallsend Swallow. At Wylam on the R.Tyne 3 were watched perched on trees on 13th. At Marsden Rock 130 present on 7th. (THW). 
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Heron. 
Records near the coast involved 1-5 at Cresswell, Howick, Seaton Burn, Gasforth, Holywell, Linton and Arcot Hall. In Upper Coquetdale three nests were located(JAG). 

Flamingo. 
Singles noten at Budle Bay, Newsham and Wallsend Swallow during month. 

Mallard. 
20 at Holywell on 30th. was largest flock reported.(CMA). 

Teal. 
54 at Grindon on 8th. increased to 92 next day following a bard frost (LGM). Still 41 present on 20th. Elsewhere 35 at Blaydon on 12t~ .(LJM), 50 at Linton on 13th. 

(MSH). Gad wall. 
A pair at Holywell 15th.-27th.(CED/IK/JEF). 

Wigeon. 
The largest numbers were no t ed at Qrindon, fluctuating between 35 and 300 between 5th.-13th.(RGL/LGM/RN). Still a drake present on 27th.(LGM). Other counts included 140 at Derwent on 6th.(BL) and 25-30 in Cresswell area on 13th.(MSH). As well as the Grindon record, a few also lingered at Gosforth where 2-4 were present on 24th./25th. and at Whittle Dene 1 was still present on 26th.(JSB). 

Pin tail. 
1 at Cresswell on 20th.(IK/ETN/JRN) and between 25th.-27th. 1-2 on Holy Island and 4 on Fenham Flats (KR/KW/TRP). 

Shovel er. 
Spring passage continued with small numbers on many wayers where a few, no doubt, remain to breed. 12 drakes and 3 ducks at Holywell on 15th. was the largest concentration (JEF), but up to 8 were noted at Cresswell, Gosforth, Seaton Burn, Wallsend Swallow, Washington, Arcot Hall, Grindon, Capheaton, Monks House Pool and Bradford (near Bamburgh), especially after mid month. Offshore records are unusual but off Seaton Sluice 4N on 19th. and 1N on 26th.(KW). 

Ruddy D•ck. 
The Gosforth Park bird re-appeared on 13th. and remained until at least 21st.(JEF/ 

AJm/BMe). Scaup. 
Throughout the month 1-2 at Cresswell and 1 at Holywell. Off Seaton Sluice 2N on 

6th. Tufted Duck. 
70 at Seaton Burn on 21st.(AJm) and 40-60 at Gosforth, Holywell, Northumbrian Loughs as late as 26th. 20-30 at Cresswell, Whittle Dene, Arcot Hall and Blaydo~ 

Goldeneye. 
Largest gatherings were of 26 at Whittle Dene on 12th.(JSB); 28 at Northumbrian Loughs on 11th.(LGM) and 13 at Caistron(near Thropton) on 2nd.(THW). Towards the end of the month still 1-4 at Whittle Dene, Hexham, Seaton Burn and Holy Island after 24th. 

Long-tailed Duck. 
2N Seaton Sluice on 6th.(KW); up to 14 off Ross on 13th.(BG et al) and a pair off Holy Island on 24th./25th.(KB). 

Velvet Scoter. 
About 10 off Berwick on 7th.(MRS) and 1 off Alnmouth on 13th.(RH). 

Common Scoter. 
20-30 off Ross and Alnmouth ~•st of month. 25N off Seaton Sluice on 5th./6th. 

Eider. 
~26 between Beadnell/Howick on 24th.(JB). 

- 2 - /Red-breasted Merganeer 



. ' 

Red-breasted Merganser. 
15 off Berwick on 7th.(rm1S); 20 off Ross on 13th.(BG et al) and 8N off Newton on 20th.(BG). 6 ~ff Alnmouth on 10th.(LGM)and 1-2 off Seaton Sluice until 22nd. 

Goosander. 
Up to 10 in the Gosforth/Seaton Burn area until 18th. and still 1 at the latter on on 25th.(AJm/ERM et al). Still 20 at Hallington on 10th.(MRS) and 5 at Greenlee on 11th.(LGM). 4 at Budle Bay on 12th.(WGJ). At the end of the month 6 pairs were on the R.Tyne as far downstream as Prudhoe - Blaydon (per BL), whilst in more traditional areas breeding pairs were seen in Upper Coquetdale and on the Carey Burn. 

Smew. 
The Whittle Dene female was last seen on 20th.(JSB) whilst a female, presumably the same bird, was noted at Hallington on 11th.(JEF). 

Shelduck. 
200-300 on ' Lindisfarne Reserve on 13th.(BG et al). At Cresswell 28 on 20th. obviously included passage birds (ETN/JRN). Off Seaton Sluice 1-JN and S on 5th., 6th. and 19th.(KW). 1 at Arcot Hall on 26th.(BMn) and a pai~ at Washington 28th.-

30th. (WWR) • Greyla:g,J Goose. 
On 13th. 183 at Colt Crag (JCD); 50 at Grindon (LGM); 30 on Fenham Flats and 350-400 in Budle Bay (BG et al). On 2nd./3rd. 1W over Rothbury (ERM) and 12 at Cresswell. No reports after 13th. when the Buale Bay birds were noted as being particularly restless. 

Brent Goose. 
3 dark-bellied birds N off Alnmouth on 6th.(RH). 

Canada Goose. 
Largest count in Colt Crag area was 20-25 on 11th. 1-2 in Cresswell/Ellington/South Linton area most of month. 2 at Capheaton on 1st.(THW) and 2 at Brasside 19th.-30th. 
Mute Swan. (DLS). 
An unusual concentration of 35 near Ellington on 9th.(JEF) with 26-28 on nearby waters until 13th.(LGM/MSH/MN). 14 at Wallsend Swallow on 1st.(PW). 

Whooper Swan. 
Only reports were of 10-11 at Grindon 5th.-13th.(LGM/RGL/RN) but only 1 by 27th.(LGM). 9 in a field near Shaftoe Crags on 1st./2nd.(ERM/TffN). 

Sparrowhawk. 
Well reported from inland. Singles at Ross on 13th. and at Alnmouth and Amble on 18th. may have been on passage. 

Hen Harrier. 
A female in Wark Forewt on 13th.(ERM) and a female at Cresswell on 26th. was probably of this species. 

Marsh Harrier. 
An adult male watched hunting over the reeds at Gosforth Park on 25th.(AHB) later flew off SE. 

Osprey. 
An interesting series of observations involved 1 at 1!/ashington on 12th. (WI.I'ffi.); 1 at Holywell from 14th.-20th.(JEF/CED et al); 1 at Broomlee Lough on 27th.(DLSc.) and an unconfirmed report of 1 at Bolam in mid month. 

Peregrine. 
1 stooping at pigeons at Cresswell on one day (JKJ) - date not given. 

Merlin. 
Away from breeding territory - more details in a future bulletin- 1 in Holy Island area 10th.-13th.(MH/JAG). 
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Kestrel. 
An unusual sighting of 5 bunting with 5 Sbort-eared Owls near Carter Bar on 27th. 

( ERM). 
Red Grouse. 
Plentiful on Simonsides and on ~ll endale Moors. 

Red-legged Partridge. 
1 near Kirkley on 2nd. 

Coat. 
120 at Seaton Burn On 10th.(AJm) declined to 60 by 29th.(ERM/PW et al). 
S.Linton area on 13th.(MSH) probably indicative of passage at that time. 
specimens in residence on. a pond near Wylam (CR/BG). 

Oystercatcher. 

57 in 
2 diluted 

100 at Ross on 13th.(BG) and 30 at Bardon Mill(well inland) on Sth.(LGM). 1-3 passage birds at Washington and Whittle Dene after 23rd. Also 71 on the shore Beadnell/Howick on 24th.(JB). 

Grey Plover. 
60 at Goswick on 10th.(MH) and at least 20 at Ross on 13th.(BG). 

Golden Plovere 
Between 8th.-20th. flocks of 100-400 noted in Allendale, near Falstone, : 
Longframlington and Backworth were probably all birds of the northern race. On 27th. many pairs were incubating eggs on the moors in Allendale (LGM). 

Turnstone. 
150 at St.Mary's on 23rd.(MGC) and 123 Beadnell-Howick on 24th.(JB). 

Common Snipe. 
25 at Holywell on 4th.(MN) was largest flock reported. 

Jack Snipe. 
A late bird at Holywell from 24th.-29th.(CED/JEF/MN). 

Woodcock. 
1 at Gosforth on 21st.(AJm) and 2-4 roding at Plessey on 27th.(KR et al). 

Curlew. 
About 325 on Lindisfarne Reserve on 13th.(BG et al) with 120 well inland at Holystone on the R.Coquet on 10th.(JAG/ERM). 27 at Holywell on 4th.(MN) and eggs found in Allendale at 1750 feet on 26th.(LGM). 

Whimbrel. 
Off Seaton Sluice birds passing N involved 2 on 19th. 3 on 23rd., 5 on 26th.(KW) and 1 on 29th.(ERM). 

Black-tailed Godwit. 
1S at Seaton Sluice on 16th.(EH), a party of 7 at Newton Pool on 22nd.(WSC) when 1 was near Earsdon (PW) and 2 at Washington on 30th.(RGL). 

Bar-tailed Godwit. 
50 at Ross on ... 13th. (BG et al). 

Green Sandpiper. 
1 at Prudhoe Sewage Works on 3rd.(DMT). 

Common Sandpiper. 
First noted on 19th. when 1 was at Seaton Sluice (KW). Next day 5 at Bardon Mill (LGM) and 1-2 at Hallington and on N.Tyne. Noted in a few more localities on 22nd./ 23rd. but not really conspicuous in breeding areas until after 26th. 
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Red shank. 
An interesting correlation of records indicating heavy passage 18th.-20th. when about 500N off Seaton Sluice (KW), 174 at Alnmouth (RH), 60 at Newton Pool (BG) and 138 at Monks House Pool (WGJ). On 13th. flock of 30 at S.Linton was also unusual (MSH). Pairs in breeding display in Arcot Hall area on 26th.(BM). 

Spotted Redshank. 
1 in Budle Bay 13th.-16th.(JAG/RW); 1 at Cresswell 20th.-26th.(IK/E.TN/JRN/JKJ) and 1 at Washington on 30tb.(RGL). 

Greens hank. 
1 at Elwick on 13th.(l\.BI/BG); 3 at Cresswell on 23rd.(JKJ) and 1 at Prestwick Carr on 24th. (ERM/JAG). 

Knot. 
Only record was of 20 at Hauxley on 19th.(HRS). 

Purple Sandpiper. 
Only records were of 140 at St.Mary's on 23Fd.(MGC) and 31 Beadnell/Howick on 24th. 

( JB) • 
Dunlin. 
Up to 105 at Cresswell (Max.on 13th.) and up to 210 at Washington (Max.on 26th.) Eggs located on Allendale Moors at 1625 feet on 26th.(LGM). 

Sander ling. 
30 at Ross on 13th. (BG et al) and 70 at St.Mary's on 23rd.(MGC). 

Ruff. 
a party of 14 at Monks House Pool on 13th.(JAG) and 4 at Brenkley(near Blagdon) on 

20th. (MSH). Lesser Black-backed Gull. 
Passage progressed as the month continued, being most noticeable on 20th. when a flock of 80 in Budle Bay with a further 50 in a near~y field and several W over the area during the day.(BG). 

Herring Gull. 
Steady N passage off Hauxley on 4th. when 80 were counted in thirty minutes (HRS). 

Common Gull. 
Passage was noten on a small scale off Hauxley on 4th. when several N. Continued movement was suggested when on 12th./13th. 300 on Newcastle Town Moor, 500 near Seahouses and a total of 700-800 counted in roadside fi elds on N. journey from Newcastl e - Be lford (BG/HRS). 

Glaucous Gull. 
Between 16th.-30th. an adult and an immature note ~ in N.Shields/Seaton Sluice area (Wl\.K et al). On 19th. an immature at Cresswell (JCD). 

Ic e land Gull. 
An adult frequented Newcastle Quayside 7th.-12th.(RGL/JAG/CR) where at has been observed at about this time during the last three/four years. Off Seaton Sluice an immature on 5th./6th.(KR/KW); another at 1\.lnmouth on 13tb.(RH) and a third at Holy Island on 22nd.(KB). 

Black-beaded Gull. 
A few on N passage off Hauxley on 4tb.(HRS) and at tbe Linshiols colony in Upper Coquetdale about 4000 present on 28tb.(JAG). 

Sandwich ·rern. 
2N off Seaton Sluice on 5tb./6tb.(KW); 30-40, mainly N, off Ross on 13th.(BG et al) and regular off most coastal points moving steadily N after 18th. 
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Black Guillemot. 
1 seen off Holy Island on 20th.(KB). 

Kittiwake. 
Heavy N movement on 3rd. when 600/hr.counted off Seaton Sluice (PW). 

Cuckoo. 
First noted near Stocksfield as early as 14th.(perBL) then none until 24th. when 1 at Cresswell. By 29th./30th. they were noted at Hauxley, Chillingham and 

Holystone. Barn Owl. 
Noted near Whittle Dene and at Westerhope (MR/RGL). 

Little Owl. 
Noted near Stamfordham (EB). 

Long-eared Owl. 
Nest with five eggs near Greenlee Lough on 26th.(LGM). 

Short-eared Owl. 
Well reported. Away from the recognised breeding areas singles noted at six localities, mainly coastal, all month. 2 on Blanchland Moor on 12th.(PD) and in Border Forests five breeding sites located as well as a party of 5 hunting with Kestrels near Carter Bar on 27th.(ERM et al). 

Swallow. 
A very early report of 1N off Seaton Sluice on 5th.(KR/~V) then none until a single over Gosforth Park on 16th.(BG). The main arrival commenced on 18th. and during the next four day~ many reports involved mainly 1-2 moving steadily N throughout area. By the end of the month concentrations of up to 30 were not unusual over several waters as birds paused to feed and drink on their journey N. 

House Martiin. 
The first was at Cramlington on 17th.(BM). Between 21st.-30th. a steady N movement with Swallows was noted as birds were seen at Monkseaton, Seaton Burn, Morpeth, Hartley, Budle Bay, Seahouses and Holy Island. 

Sand Martin. 
First noted on 15th. when 2 at Corbridge (MR). Between 18th.-22nd. a steady passage was apparent with Swallows with the largest flock of 22 being noted at Smales on the N.Tyne on 20th. Became increasingly cQmmon towards the end of the month. 

Swift. 
Only reports were of 15 over West Denton on 25th.(IK) and 1 at Gosforth on 30th. 

(per BL). Kingfisher. 
Noted at Haltwhistle, Wylam, Wallington and Blaydon (LGM/RGL/LJM). 

Green Woodpecker. 
Noted at Bywell, Hamsterley Mill, Dipton, Bolam and Howick, but more unusually at Gosforth Park on 24th. 

Great Spotted Woodpecker. 
Well reported from widespread localities. 

Carrion Crow. 
A suggestion of a light N movement at St. Mary's on 18th.(JDP). Still 18 roosting at Gosforth on 23rd.(LGM) and by 27th. several pairs incubating eggs in Langleeford 

area. Jay. 
Noted at Gosforth, Cresswell, Harwood Forest and Bolam. 

March Tit. 
Noted at Dipton, Dalton and Howick. 
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Willow Tit. 
Noted at Washington and Prestwick Carr. 

Nuthatch. 
Noted at Bolam, Hamsterley Mill, Beamish, Ryton and Huggleswick. 

Dipper. 
Pair _with fledged young at Carey Burn on 27th.(MSH). 

Fieldfare. 
Well report ed as return passage progressed. Characteristic large gatherings : included 1000 at Forestburnga te on 2nd.(ERM); 500-700 at each of AlDwick, Belford, and Whittle Dene on 20th; 40 in N.Tyne valley on 10th. and 100-150 at Holywell, Hauxley, Eals, Kibblesworth and Whitley Chapel until about 20th. Small numbers still apparent at the en~ of the month. 

Redwing. 
Heavy emigration to theE beard over Cullercoats 15th.-17th.(MSH). With exc eption of 200 at Dipton on 7th.(per BL), only other r eports were of up to 15 at scattered locati•ns until the last at Tynemouth on 21st. 

Ring Ouzel. 
Singles at Seat on Sl~ice_ , St. Mary is, Holywell, Hauxley and Alnmouth during the coa stal 'fall' 1;-8_thl'-;..2.0i'h. and anot-h 6-r -on Holy Island on 24th. Conspicuous in territory at inland haunts af~r 20th. and a nest found at Langleeford on 27th. 

(MSH et al). Blackbird. 
Emigration noted at Slaley on 1st./2nd. when 40 left overnight and on 19th. at Tynemouth when 10 made off high to the NE. J0-40 passage birds grounded by adverse weather near Alwinton on 10th.(EID~/JAG) and 20-30 at Hauxley on 19th. and 2Jrd.(HRS). 

Wheat ear. 
Not really apparent until after 10th. as small numbers returned to moorland haunts and passage birds moved through coastal districts. Adverse weather on 18th./19th. grounded many on coast and 20-30 wer e noted in St.Mary's -Blyth areas. By the end of the month they were plentiful in the N.Cheviots, but apparently much scarcer in Border Forests. At least 20 on Holy Island on 27th. indicated continued pa ssage of Northern birds. 

Stonechat. 
Birds in probable breeding sites were noted at Ingram (2 pairs), Longframlington, Simonsides, Hexhamshire, Haltwhistle, Alnmouth-Amble (J pairs) and Bamburgh (several 

pairs). Whinchat. 
First noted at St.Mary's on 19th. when 2 present (PD). On 20th. 1 at Chatton (WAK), then between 25th.-27th. not e l at Holywell, Warkworth, Elsdon, Otterburn and Carter 
Redstart~ 

2 at St. Mary's on 19th.,(PD) and between 24th.-JOth. 1-2 noted at Hartley, Bamburgh, Hauxley, Cresswell and inland at Holystone. 

Black Redstart. . _ . , . .. 
A few arrived at ' tb'e 'coast during the 'fall' of migrants in mid month with 1 at Seaton Sluice on 16th.-19th~(EH); 1-2 at St.Mary's 18th.-20th.(JDP/PD et al) and singles at Blyth, Cresswell and Beadnell all on 19th.(CED/JKJ/WGJ). 1 on Holy Island 

Robin. 
Small numbers noted on coast during the passerine fall of 18th.-19th. 

Grasshopper warbler. 
Between 26th.-30tb. 1-2 heard at Pont eland, Blagdon and Alnmouth. 

Sedge Warbler. 
Only record was of 1 at Alnmouth 27th. and JOth.(RH). 

- - 7 - /Blackcap 
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Blackcap. 
1 at Stocksfield on 9th. (J&RMcC); 1 at Kenton on 13th. (MRS) and singles at 
Wallington, Belsay and Holywell 20th.~25th. 1 in a garden at Hamsterley Mill all 
month (EP). 

Willow Warbler. 
Well reported. A steady arrival was witnessed from 18th. following the first 
report of 1 at Kielder on 13th.(ERM) as small numbers were grounded at the coast 
during adverse weather. The main arrival in breeding areas took place on 21st./ 
22nd. and by 24th. they were 'amazingly common' at Prestwick Carr. Passage 
continued until the end of the month. 

Chiffcl:l aff. 
Well reported though in only small numbers. 1 in sub-song at Denton on 14th. was 
probably the same bird that was first seen in February (BG). The first migrants 
were seen on Holy Island where 2 were not ed on 13th.(JAG). 1-2 at Tynemouth, . 
Whitley Bay, Hauxley during adverse weather on 18th./19th. and by 27th. small 
numbers bad returned to breeding areas. 2 passage birds on Holy Island 23rd.-25th. 

(KB). 
Wood 1Narbler. 
Between 26th.-2Bth. 1-2 in breeding areas at Staward, Wallington and Consett (JDP/ 

RGL/THW). 
Goldcrest. 
A tire '" migrant on Ross Links on 13th.(BG et al) and coastal falls on 19th. and 
2rith. involved 10-20 at each of Tvnemo uth, Hauxley, Blyth, 'Vhi tley Bay and Holy 

Island. 
Pied Flycatcher. 
First r epprted from ~ashington on 24th.(RGL) then another at Bolam on 27th.(JCD). 
No other reports. 

Meadow Pipit. 
Passage apparent throughout the month with flocks on Si'monsides on 2nd.(ERIVI); 50 
at Corbridge on 11th. and 70 Rt Whittle fiene on 17th.(MR). On 13th. a heavy 
coasting movement was witnessed f rom Ross where up to 300 per hour were passing N. 

( BG et al). 
Tree Pipit. 
2 at St. Mary's on 18th.(JDP) and 2 at Bolam on 27th.(JCD). 

Water Pipit. 
1 in company of Wheatears a t St. Mary 's on 18th.(KR). 

Pied Wagtail. 
Roost of 100 at Blaydon on 12th.(LJM) and a few moving N with Pipits at Ross on 
13th.(BG et al). 20, probable passage birds, feeding in ploughed fields with 
finch es at Whickham on 30th.(LJM). 

White Wagtail. 

15 at Blaydon on 24th.(per BL) and 1~2 at .Colt Crag, Ho.lywell, S.Linton, Cresswell, 
Alnmoutll A.nd Holy Island, especially after 20tll. 

Yellow Wagtail. 
First note ~ on 19th./20th. when 4 at Holywell (KW e t al) and 2 at Birtley (RH). 
On 23rd. 1-3 at Tunstall and Barmston and between 24th.-30th. many reports of 1-4, 
mainly in coastal districts, with 15 at Blaydon where a smA.ll roost had formed 
with Pied Wagtails on 24th. 

Waxwing . . 
Return passage continued as msny reports were received from throughout the area. 
The l Rrgest flock was of 50 at Morpeth on 20th.(per BL), with 30 at Winlaton on 
6th. and 17 at Whittle Dene on 19th.(MR). Mos t records involved parties of up to 
10 and birds were not uncorm:iwn in ur'ban areas~ A few still present at the end of 
the month when 1 bad fallen prey to a Sparrowbawk at Holystone on 30th. 

Great Grey Shrike. 

1 at Kielder on 1st.(ERM) and 1 at Hauxiey on 6th.(HRS). Between 16th.-20th. 
singles at Hartley (EH/KW), Warenford (RW) and Blytb (JEF). 

'·· 
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Hawfinch. 
A most unusual sighting of 3 a t St. Mary ' s I s l and on 19th . during the 'fall' of 
passerines in adverse weather conditions. All were appar ently very tired, During 
the same period singl es wer e i n unumwl locat ions : a t Br enkley on 14th.(ERM) and 
a t Linhop e on 20 th.(JhG). 

Greenfinch. 
A roost of 100 at Ponteland on 5th .( AKJ). 

Si skin. 
50 at Thrunton on 11th.( cTAG/WAJ). 

Linnet. 
110N over Alnmouth on 18th.(RH) and 70-80 on Holy Island on 21st.(KB). 80S over 
Alnmouth on 30th.(EC). 

Lesser Redpoll. 
50 a t '.rhrunton on 11th.(JAG/ WGJ). and 50 a t Ilderton on ~Oth.(JAG). 20 at Tunstall 
on 23rd. ( TNW). 

Crossbill. 
Small numbers at Slaley, Allendale and Border Forests during month. 

Chaffinch. 
Floc k of 60 a t Ilderton on 20th.(JAG ). 

Br ambling . 
Sever a l r eports of up to 12 a t loca tions such as Corbridge, Ilderton, Ki elder, 
Holywell a nd Mo rp eth until 23 rd. 

Reed Bunting. 
Up to 400 roosting a t Blaydon d~ring month (LJM) was pa rticularly unusua l for the 
time of year. 

Snow Bunting. 
Singles at Seaton Sluice on 6th .(KW) a.nd a t Amble on 10th .(LGM). 

Tre e Sparrow. 
100 a t Kibblesworth on 10th. and 60 a t Holywell on 20th.(LJM/MSH). 
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C.M.Adamson J.C.Day f ._ James L. J. Milton D.L.Sowerbutts 
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E. Bagshaw J •. '\. . Ginnever ~ . J1i ttle J.D.Parrac k R. Walton 
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All May records to Bryan Galloway, 3 Grosvenor Court, Chap el Park, West erhope, 
Newcastle/Tyne 5. by 12th. June, please. Telephone n~~ber is still 
Leming t on 670216. 

Record Cards. 
One speci es to one ca rd, please - some members a re ent ering sever a l s peci e s on the 
one c ard. For a supply of ca rds, please send a S.A.E. t o Bryan Galloway. 

- 9 - /Club No t es 



-. ---... 
CLUB NEWS & NOTES 

March Bulletin Erratum. Many of you will have noticed that this was dated '1974' 
in error. Please alter the da te on your copy to 11975'. 

April Bulletin. This is rather l a ter than usual because of the work being done 
to complete the Annual County Bird Report. 

'Birds in Northumbria 1974' is now virtually ready for the printers. An enormous 
volume of records has been sifted by the editors and this e~ition p~omises to be 
the most complete yet published. 

Your committee has been working behind the scenes to ensure publication in a time 
of very difficult economic conditions. Production costs have risen yet again, 
but if all copies are sold, and this will depend on members' efforts, we will 
break even again. 

Finances. A Ways and Means sub-committee has been formed to investigate the 
possibility of raising money to supplement our subscription income. Any 
suggestions or ideas will be welcomed from members who should contact the 
SEcretary. 

Seaton Sluice Watchtower. Interesting reports continue to flow in from the Sluice. 
The roof of the tower has now been repaired; a new staircase and ceiling have been 
installed and paint for the interior has bee~ donated. New members who would like 
to learn about seabird identification should visit the tower which usually has 
some of our experts in residence, especially over the weekends. Keys are 
available at 25p. plus postage from Keith Dures, 5 Bath Terrace, Tynemouth. 

STOP PRESS 
An application to North Tyneside Leisure and Amenities Committee for financial 
aid in the form of a guarantee has been approved. This, however, does in no way 
absolve us from making every effort to pay our own way. 
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TYNESIDE BIRD CLUB 

May 1975 

SUMMARY 
A cold and wet month that was highlighted by 2 periods. 

Between Bth.-11th a depres s ion moved rapidly 1¥. to E. across Britain bringing low 
cloud, rain and E to .NE winds, The result was the grounding of many continental 
migrants, especially Willow Warblers, Whea tears and Whincha~s but inevitably 
including rarities such as Pine Grosbeak, Bluethroats, Wrynecks, Ortolan Bunting, 
Grey Head£~ Wagtails and Icterine Warbler. The more unusual passerines continued 
to appear ,.the month progressed as further Bluethroats and Red Backed Shrikes and a 
Nightingale appeared whilst a Crane was seen on 16th, 

Garganey were very much a feature of the month and some interesting wader 
observations were made but the heavy rain of mid month adversely affected breeding 
Black Headed Gulls and Coats. 

The second interesting period occurred from about 22nd until the month's end when 
strGng NNE winds and low cloud at the coast resulted in some heavy movements of 
seabirds close to the shore, Manx Shearwdters, Fulmars, Gannets, Kittiwakes and 
Auks were all seen in large numbers and a large scale passage of Sandwich Terns 
was also witnessed. 

Some interesting observations were made on Common Terns migrating overland but as 
the month closed there were still many summer visitors that were in too few numbers. 

CLASSIFIED LIST 
Great Northern Diver. 
2 in breeding plumage off Chevington Burn on 17th.(BG), 

Red Throated Diver. 
Off Seaton Sluice 1N, on 3rd and 7N. and 1S. on 5 dates between 23rd-31st (KW) 
Elsewhere 3N.off Holy Island on 11th(Eill~) and 2 off Druridge on 17th(BG). 

G~eat Crested Grebe. 
Noted at Derweil.t,,Brooolee, Sweethope, Gosforth, Greenlee, Washington and Brasside. 
Only at Gosforth, however, have they been noted to hatch young, 

Slavonian Grebe. 
1 at Washington between 1st-15th(EH/THW et a l). 

Little Grebe. 
Noted at Washington, Killingworth, Wallsend Swallow and Newton Pool. 

Manx Shearwater. 
Noted moving N. on several dates, especially between 21st-31st, when off Seaton 
Sluice 893 were counted with 743 on 24th/25th. Also noted in smaller numbers off 
Coquet Island, Hauxley, Dunstanburgh and St.Marys. 

Fulmar. 
Moving N, with Shearwaters on many dates especially on 8th, 14th, 22nd-25th with a 
peak of 120/hr on 24th. Mostco unts were made from Coquet Island(RG) and Seaton 

Sluice(KW et.al). 1 was well inland flying E. over Whickhope in N.Tyne valley on 
25th( ERM). 

Gannet, 
Moving N, on several dates, but especially conspicuous off Seaton Sluice on 24th/ 
25th when 552 cofinted and again on 31st when 167 were noted(~N et.al). 

Cormorant, 
At lea$t 170 on Marsden Rock on 11th(THW) and inland at Wallsend Swallow singles 
present on 17th and 23rd(AC), 

Heron. 
Residing in pa rties of up to 5 a longside waters in S.E.Northumberland throughout 
the month e.g. at Cresswell, Holywell, Wallsend, Killing/orth and Gos~orth. 
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White Pelican. 
Still at Warkworth on 7th(MW). 

Flamingo. 
Still 1 on Fenham Fla ts on 13th( MN) and on 17th 3 flew in from the E. at Seahouses 

( JDM). 
Mallard. 
10 pairs nesting at Wallsend Swallow(AC). 

Garganey. 
Well reported. Between 9th-11th 2 at Washington(AT/THW), 1 at Cresswell(BG) and 
4 on Holy Island(JAG/ERM et~al). Between 13th-15th still 4 on Holy Island, wi~h 3 . 
remaining on 18th(MW/BL/RW), and 2 at Washington Refuge(WWR). From 16th-18th 
2-4 near Earsdon, 3 at Wallsend Swallow(AC/MN/JEF/MSH) and 1 in Washington area. 
On 20th 1 at Newton Pool(JDM) and 4 at Holywell where 4 were still present on 31st 

( MGC) • 
Gadwall. 
A pair at Gosforth 1st-23rd(JEF/AC/AJm et.al) 2 at Holywell on 5th(MN) and 2 on 
Holy Island on 11th(ERIIJI et.al). 

Wigeon. 
1 a t Cresswell on 3rd(ERM/JAG), 2N off Seaton Sluice on 24th(KW) and 3 near 
Holywell on 30th(WAK). 

Shovel er. 
Up to 6 at Holy Island, Seaton Burn, Gosforth Park, Wallsend Swallow, Washingtsm; · 
Newton, Broomlee and Grindon. Also noted as singles N. off ·. Hauxley( 18th) and at .. 
Prestwick Carr, Cresswell and Brasside. 

Scaup. 
n unusual number of. reports for the time of year. 

Holywell 1-3 most of month, a drake at Holy Island 
3N. off Coquet o:o-18thmd off Seaton Sluice 1N. on 

Tufted Duck. 

At Cresswell 1-2 3rd-18th, at 
on 17th, 6N. off Hauxley on 3rd, 
14th and 2N. on 31st. 

Largest counts were 20-30 at Northumbrian Loughs, Whittle Dene and Radcliffe (near 
Amble) between 10th-24th. Smaller numbers at Seaton Burn, Gosforth, Wallsend and 
more surprisingly off Coquet Island where 1 on 4th, 2 on 6th, 10 on 17th and 2 on 
20vh. No definite reports of breeding. 

Pochard. 
Only record was of 2 at Radcliffe on 17th(HRS). 

Ruddy Duck. 
Noted at Gosforth Park all month. 

Goldeneye. 
More reports than is usual for the time of year. On 3rd and 5th singles off Seaton 
Sluice and at Holywell respectively. On 10th 3 at Broomlee and 3N. off Hauxley. 
On 21st 1 at Seahouses and between 26th-30th singles at Washington and at Cresswell 
(only on 30th). 

Long Tailed Duck. 
2N. off Hauxley oh 3rd(HRS). A pair off Holy Island on 13th and 18th(BU .~t .al).~. 
2N~ off Seaton Sluic e on 25th(KW). 

'vel vet Seater. 
3N. off St.Marys on 16th(JDP). 

Common Scoter. 
Small numbers moving offshore on many dates with peaks of 38 off Coquet on 13th(RG) 
and 33 off Seaton Sluice on 31st(~N). 

Red Breasted Mergahs e~ 

Off Seaton Sluice/St.Marys 1N. on 3rd,and 13N a nd 1§ between 20th-26th. 4 off Holy 
Island on 10th and 3 off Coquet on 20tho 

- 2 - /Goosander 



• 

Goosander. 
With the-exception of 4N. off Holy I s l and on 11th(BL) a ll reports were of bird in 

breeding areas at Derwent, Staward and Border Forests. 2 nests in the Border 

Forests were on open crags. 

Shelduck. 
Pair in Washington area all month. Off Sea ton Sluice 1N. on Jrd, 7S. on 25th and 1 

1N. on 31st. Still 80 in Budle Bay on 18th( BU). 

Grey Lag Goose~ 
1 on Holy Island on 11th(Eill~) and 5 near Earsdon 17th/18th(JEF/AC/WAK/MSH). 

Mut e Swan. 
40 at Holy Island on 17th(BL). 

Whooper Swan. 
A late individual at Grindon on Jrd/4th(LGM/~N). 

Buzzard. 
Singles at Dipton an 1st, Devil's Water on 19th and Breamish Valley on 25th(CJ/MSH). 

Sparrowhawk. 
Away from known breeding haunts singles at Lady Park, Gatehead on 11th(EC/RH) and 

at Hauxley on 15th(HRS). 

Marsh Harrier. 
A female at Holywell on 1cth( JEF/WAK). 

Osprey. 
One being mobbed by a Kestrel at Hulne Park on 21st(JEF). 

Merlin. 
At least 1 pair with eggs at a breeding site on 4th. One at Hauxley on 9th was 
probably on pas sage(HRS). 

Kestrel. 
At least 1 pair incubating eggs on Jrd. 

Red Legged Partridge. 
Again noted in the Stannington area(WAK). 

Common Crane. 
1 flew s. low over Monkseaton on 16th(JAG). 

Coat. 
30-40 at each of Grindon and Seaton Burn during month with young a t the l a tter by 

16th(AJm). Heavy rain in mid-month washed out all of the nests at Grindon(LGM). 

Oystercatcher. 

;~ntinu~d passage was reflected in the numbers roosting on Coquet Island 

as~!h ln~reas~Cl to a peak of190 m11th J then declining to 52 by 31st(BG). 
P ge blrds lnland at Der.went, Wa shington and Grindon until mid month. 

Grey Plover.. 
St:i_f_l ~~50 at Lindisfarne Reserve on 11 th(MW). 

4 • ~ • • ... ,.. _ . • ' : ~ n ~ d.·~ ~·: • 
Go1 de:a flove~: 
Still "'59 on $ly Island on 1Oth( J ii. G). 

Turnstone. 
100 at Seahouses on 9th(MW) and 108 at St.Marys on 14th(JDP) 
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Whimbrel. 
Well report ed especially moving N. over coastal areas until about mid month. Off 
Coquet Island 20N. between 3rd-15th(RG) and 25N. over Holy _Island on 11th(JAG/ERM 
et.al). Smaller numbers noted at other coastal locations with a suggestion of a 
peak between 10th-1)th. Further inland 2N. over Dinnington on 15th(ERM), 1W. over 
Greenlee on 19th(LGM) and 1 at Seaton Burn on 22nd(JAG). 

Black Ta iled Godwit. 
1 at Washington 1st-16th(AT). 
and Holywell(MN). On 17th 2 at 
Monks House Pool( JDM). · 

Bar Tailed Godwit. 

On 10th singles at Holy Island(BL), St Marys(WAK) 
Holy Island(BL),2 at Newton(WSC) and on 18th ) at 

'~ ' 

Between 10th-18th, 2N. off Hauxley and 2 at Cresswell(HRS/BG). 

Green Sandpiper. 
1 at Gosforth on 15th(LGM). 

Wood Sandpiper. 
Between 9th-11th 1 at Tynemouth(MSH), 1 at Blyth(JEF) and 1-3 -on Holy Island (ERM 
et.al). Still 2 on Holy Island on 16th(RW). 

Common Sandpiper. 
Small numbers in coastal areas as passage progressed until about mid month. · 

Spotted Redshank. 
1 a t Cresswell on 5th(RW) and singles at Washington' 9th-11th and on 23rc'l(AT/THW). 

Greens hank. 
Only report was of 1 at Washington 26th-30th(AT/THW). 

Purple Sandpiper. 
Some interesting gatherings on Coquet Island as passage progressed. 200-236 until 
15th decreased to 97 by 20th an~ to 24 by 30th(RG), 120 on Holy Island on 10th(BL) 
and 25 at Seahouses on 9th( MW ). 

Little Stint. 
2 at Washington 30th-31st(AT/THW). 

Dunlin. 
Still large numbers on passage until about mid month with up to 60 on Coquet and 
at Cresswell and up to 250 at Washington where 30 were still present on 30th. 

Sander ling. 
100 on Holy Island on 11th(LGM) decreasing to 10 by 13th(MW) •. ~Elsewhere 10 at 
Hauxley on 8th, 21 on Coquet Island on 11th and 12 at Cresswell on 17th. 

Ruff. 
1 a t Monk's House on 4th(IK), 1 at E.Boldon on 11th(TIDV), 1 at Wallsend Swallow 
on 16th(MGC) and 1 at Washington on 22nd/23rd(AT). 

Arctic Skua. 
Between 22nd-25th 6N. off Seaton Sluice(KIN et.al), 4N. off St.Marys(JDP)and 2N. 
off Coquet Island(RG). 

Great Skua. 
Off Seaton Sluice/St.Marys 2N. on 10th(EH et.al), 2N. on 14th(JDP) and 14N. 
between 24th-31st(KW et.al). Off Coquet singles N. on 8th and 26th(RG). 

Greater Black Backed Gull. 
Roost of up to 120, mainly immatures, on Coquet during month(RG). 

Commo n Gull. 
Continued passage indicated by roost of 140 off Coquet on 3rd but no more than 4 
thereafter( RG). 
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Glaucous Gull. 
1-2 in North Shields/Earsdon/Seaton Sluice area 
H~uxley/Coquet area until at least 22nd(HRS/~G~ 
All were immatures. 

Iceland Gull. 
An immature at Seahouses on 17th(JAG). 

Little GulL 

until 26th(MGC/MN/MSH/KW). 1 in 
~ '" .Holy Island on 10th(JAG). 

One N. off Seaton Sluice on 22nd(KW) and an adult at Seaton Burn on 28th(BG)e 

Black Headed Gull. 
Noted nesting at Monks House Pool - a new locality? Many of the moorland colonies 
suffered from the torrential rain of mid month and many nests were destroyed hy 
flooding, especially at Grindon. 

Kittiwake. 
Steady N. passage off Hauxley on Jrd but heavier N. bovements occurred between 
21st-31st when up to 1000/hr (peaks on 23rd/24th) were noted off Seaton Sluice/ 
St.Marys(KW/KR et.al). On Coqwt Island the roost of non breeding birds increased 
from 80 on 11th to 1000 after 19th(RG). 

Common Tern. 
2N. Seaton Sluice on 3rd(KW) then slowly increasing offshore ~ntil 150 at Hauxley 
by 25th(HRS et.al). Some interesting inland observations included up to 4 on the 
Wear ~t Washington 9th-23rd(AT), 1N. during heavy rain at Cowgate on 14th, 1 at 
Killingworth on 15th(BG/JMcE) and between 28th-20th JE. over Wark Forest, 22N. low 
over heather at Kielder(ERM/BL) and singles at Seaton Burn and Washington(BG/THW). 

Arctic Tern. 
Only report was of 1N.Seaton Sluice on 3rd(KW). 

Roseate Tern. 
4 at Enbleton on 31st(JSB). 

Little Tern. 
Off Seaton Sluice singles N. on 3rd and 30th(KW) with up to 9 in Holy Island area 
after 10th(JAG/ERM et.al). 

Sandwich Tern. 
A heavy N. movement was recorded off Seaton Sluice between 22nd-31st(KW et.al). 

Auk ( sp.). 
Heavy N. passage off Seaton Sluice involved almost 5000 on 24th/25th, 617 on 26th 
and 599 on 31st(KW/KR et.al). 

Stock Dove. 
2, presumable passage birds, on Holy Island on 11th(ERM et.al). 

Cuckoo. 
Widespread reports though not apparently in very large numbers. 

Barn Ow].. 

l 
\ 

A nest with 4 young in Wark Forest on 4th con~ained 20 §hort tailed voles, 10 Shrews 
and a wood mouse.(ERM/Jfi.G). 

Little Owl. 
Breeding at Kirkley Hall and near Heddon on the Wall. Also a pair near Ponteland. 

Tawny Owl. 
A nest found in Kielder Forest was on the ground in a Dutch Barr.(ERM/JAG/BL). 

Long Eared Owl. 
Of 3 nests found in Ponteland area only 1 successfully hatched young(ERM). 
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Short Eared Owl. 
Noted in 6 localities in th e Border Forests and also in Hexhamshire, Plenmeller 
Common, Slaggyford, Allenheads an~ Sinderhope. Nearer the coast singles on Holy 
Island on 11th and in Wallsenri 3wallow area mos t of month. 

Swift. 

') . ... . 

A few reports during the first few days but a return to the colonies was not 
apparent until after 13th. By 28th 100 were feeding near Seaton Burn and on 31st 
70 were at Holywell. 

Green Woonpecker. 
Noted at Prestwick Carr, Rothley , Lin?ope, Belsay, Holystone. 

Great Spotted Woodpecker. 
Noted at Happy Valley, Gosforth and Holystone. 

Wryneck. 
1 at Matfen 5th-8th(RW) whilst during a period of E. winds, cloud and rain between 
8th-11th singles were on Coquet Md Holy Islands with 5 in the Hauxley area( HRS/ 
RG/ERM et.al). On 14th 3 were on Holy Island(per BL). 

Swallow. 
50 at Holywell on 7th( MN ) indicated passage whilst on 10th/11th a steady N.movement 
was witnessed at Hauxley and Cresswell(HRS/BG). On 28th at least 150 were at 
Seaton Burn with several roosting in the reeds(BG). 

House Martin. 
Steady build up in numbers as the month progressed with heavy passage suggested 
during the last few days when 200-300 at Holywell and smaller numbers at Seaton 
Burn and further inland at Beltingham. 

Sand Martin. 
Largest feeding flocks reported were in Seaton Burn area with 45 on 14th and 40 on 
28th( BG/ERM) 

Raven. 
6 nea~ Alston on 3rd(LGM). 

Carrion Crow. 
Flock of 26 at Greenlee on 10th was unusual for the time of year(LGM)e 

Magpie. 
A rare bird in Border Forests but found at 2 localities during late May(ERM). 

Jay. 
Continues to increase rapidly in Border Forests(ERM)~ 

Nuthatch. 
Pair in Hamsterley Mill area all month wfrh a young bird visiting a 'fat basket' on 
31st(EP). A pair breeding in a nest box at Gallowhill(per BL). 

Fieldfare. 
20 near Wooler on 4th(EP) and 15 on Holy Island on 10th(JAG). Still 1 on Coquet -
Island on 14th(RG) and 1 on Holy Island on 18th(BU). Late in the month 1 singing 
in the Cheviots(JAG) rurod a pair in the N.Tyne valley(ERM). 

Red wing. 
Late individuals on Coquet on 9th(RG) and at Whitley Bay on 1<8th (JEF). 

Ring Ousel. 
Noted at the coast during the period 8th-15th (especially 10th/11th) when up to 20 
on Holy Island (including a flock of 11), 5 in Hauxley area, and 1-2 at Cresswell, 
Coquet, Tynemouth and Gateshead. Notably absent from many inland breeding sites. 
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Wheat ear. 
Most plentiful on Holy Island during the 'fall' of 8th-11th when about 200 were 
estimated. Elsewhere 20 on Coquet, 15 at Hauxley and St.Marys, and 10 at Cresswell. 
Up to 10 at many other points on the coast. Some of the Holy Islann birds were 
probably of the Greenland Race as was 1 at Seaton Sluice on 20th. 

Stonechat. 
Away from the co ~st 6 p~irs l ocated on Kielderhead Moor(ERM) with others at 
Edmondbyers(ALG) and Ingram(JAG~. 

Whinchat. 
Noted in Langleeford Valley on 4th(EP) but not really plentiful until after the 
'coastal fall' of 9th-11th when 75 were on Holu Island(JAG) and 40 were in Hauxley 
area(HRS). 

Redstart. 
Over 50 on Holy Isl~nd during the 'fall' of 9th-10th(JAG) with up to 7 at other 
points on the coast. Still singles on Coquet, at Hauxley and at Blyth 15th-17th. 
Noted at several different inland breeding sites on 4th but not really plentiful 
even at the end of the month. 

Black Redstart. 
Between 9th-11th 4 on Holy Island(ERM et.al) and 1 at Whitley Bay(JEF). 

Nightingale. 
1 on Inner Farne on 17th( per ERM). 

Bluethroat. 
During the 'fall' of 9th-11th 6 were on Holy Island(ERM et.al) and another weys .at 
Hauxley(HRS). On 17th 1 was at Cresswell (ID) and on 29th 1 was on Coquet Island 
(RG). The majority were males of the Red Spotted form. 

Robin. 
During the 'fall' of 9th-11th, 20-30 were on Holy Island(ERM) and up to 10 were at 
Tynemouth, Hauxley, Coquet, Blyth and Whitley Bay(HRS/MSH/RG). All were distinctly 
'grey' birds suggesting a continental origin. 

Grasshopper Warbler. 
Noted at 9 different localities 
Riding Mill and Kielder Forest. 
'fall' of continental migrants. 

as far apart as Alnmouth, Haltwhistle, Seahouses, 
1 on Holy Island on 11th may have been part of the 

Reed Warbler. 
1 singing at Gosforth Park on 11th and 15th(BG/LGM) and 1 at Seaton Burn on 22nd 

Sedge Warbler. 
Not really conspicuous until mid month but numbers well down below normal 

' especially at Gosforth Park. 

Icterine Warbler. 
A bird almost certainly of this species on Holy Island on 10th(JAG). 

Blackcap. 

(JAG). 

Well.repo:ted from.a total of 15 different localit··es although some sightings were 
of blrds lnvolved ln fall of 9th-11th when 1-3 were on Holy Island, Hauxley,Coquet 
and Tynemouth. Reports suggest that breeding numbers are mormal (eg. in Heddon 
and Hexham areas). 

Garden Warbler. 
Only reports were of several singing at Acomb on 16th, Kirkley Hall on 18th and 1 
on Coquet Island on 29th. 

Whitethroat. 
Observa tions suggest that the numbers of breeding birds may at last be approaching 
normal all over the area with the main arrival occurring about mid month. 
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Lesser Wbitethroat. 
Well reported after the first at Washington on 2nd. 1-2 were in probable breeding 
areas in Holywell Dene, Brasside, Cresswell, Wallsend, South Linton, Milbourne and 
Rothbury. During the 'fall' of 9th-11th, 1-3 were on Holy Island and at Hauxley 
with 1 still at the former on 17th/18th. 

Willow Warbler. 
During the 'fall' of continental migrants on 9th-11th at least 200 were on Holy 
Island with 35 at Hauxley and 12 on Coquet Island. Up to 7 were noted on Coquet 
between 13th-20th(RG/HRS/JAG et.al). 

Chiffchaff. 
4 at Hauxley during the 'fall' of 9th-11tb(HRS). Noted in song at Beamish, Belsay 
and Derwent. 

Wood Warbler. 
Noted in song at Dipton, Rothbury, Gosforth Park, Tunstall and Holystone, being 
p~rticularly conspicuous in the Tunstall area. 

Goldcrest. 
Single late passage bird on Coquet on 8th(RG). 

Firecrest. 
1 on Coquet Island on 17th/18th of April(RG). 

Spotted Flycatcher. 
Only a few reports. 1 at Hauxley on 10th(HRS), 1 at Gosforth Park on 11th(RGL/EH) 
and another in Gosforth on 14th(BH). 1 at Kielder on 17th(EH) and 1 at Milbourne 
on 20th(ERM). Also noted at Heddon(JSB) and N.Tyne Valley(ERM). 

Pied Flycatcher. 
7 singing males at Dipton 
Harbottle on 11th(WAK). 
on Holy Island(JAG), 5 at 
Still 1 on Holy Island on 

Tree Pipit. 

on 3rd(BL) and 3 in Derwent Valley on 5th(THW). 1 at 
During the 'fall' of continental oigrants of 8th-11th, 25 
Hauxley(HRS) and 1-3 at Blyth, Tynemouth and North Shields. 
13th(MW) and 2 at Earsdon on 15th(JEF). 

In breeding territory 3 at Dipton on 3rd, 1 at Tarset on 4th and 1 at Gosforth on 
11th(BL/ERM/AC). At the coast 50 on Holy Island on 10th(JAG) with 1-2 at Coquet, 
Hauxley, Druridge, Newton and Chevington Burn between 9th-17th. 

White Wagtail. 
Between 3rd -11th singles at Cresswell, Holywell, Holy Island and St.Marys. 

Yellow Wagtail. 
Largest concentration was 30 at Cresswell on 3rd(ERM). Reports suggest that numbers 
in_ breeding areas are well below normal. 

Blue Headed Wagtail. 
1 at Holywell on 20th(JEF/WAK). 

Grey Headed Wagtail. 
On 10th 2 on Holy Island(JAG/BL) and on 11th 1 made a brief stop at Cresswell Pond 
before continuing N.(BG). 

Waxwing. 
2 at 'Nest Woodburn on !l-th(NFL), 2 at Newcastle on 6th(MGC) and 1 at Hauxley on 1oth 

(HRS). 
Red Backed Shrike. 
Single 1~lales at Tynemouth on 15th(MN), Byrness (Redesdale) on 11 th(WAK) and on 
Coquet Island on 29th(RG)~ Also on Coquet a female was present 26th-30th(RG). 

Hawfinch. 
1-4 at Washington Refuge 4th-16th(WWR). 2 at Hartford on 4th(RB), and 1-2 at 
Ladypark, Gateshead 11th-18th(RH). 
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Si skin. 
Noted in bree~ing territory at Tunstnll Reservoir, Slruey, All endal e and Border 
Forests(ERM/BG/THW). 

Linnet. 
Steady N. mrwement over s ea a nd dunes a t Cresswc;ll on 11th(BG). 

Pine Grosbeak. 
A male on Ho ly Island on 11 th/1 2th was very tame and afforded many observers with 
very close views(R.Crabb , R. A~ams, R. Atkinson. L.G. MacFa rlane, E.R.Meek, B.Little 
e t. al ). 

Cross bill. 
Noted a t Slaley , Border For ests and Rothbury. Parties included young of the year. 

Brambling. 
1 on Coquet on 8th(RG) and 2 on Holy Isla nd on 10th/11th(BL/ER.t'l0. 

Ort olan Bunting . 
On Holy Island a male and f emale on 11th and 2 males an 12th(BL/ER11 et.al). 

L2pland Bunting. 
1 on Holy Isla nd on 11th( LGM/BL). 

Reed Bunting. 
Very conspicuous during 'fall' of c ontinental migrants of 8th-11th with 50 on Holy 
Isla nd(ERM), 40 in Hauxley area (HRS), ma ny a t Cresswell(BG) and smaller numbers 
at Coquet, Blyth and Tynemouth. 
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CLUB N~~S & NOTES 

Cha nge of Treasurer. 
After years of st erling s ervice, Brian Martin r egr ets that he has to relinquish 
the p os t of treasurer. Thi s is due t o multiplying domestic r esponsibiliti es o We 
thank Brian and Ros. f or a ll the work they have do ne, particularly i n connection 
with the bulletin, and wish them well with their current project. 

J obn Day has offered to t a ke over as treasurer, so tha t in future , members a r e. 
asked t o address all moneys t o him. 

JOHN C. DAY, 2 STATION COTTAGES, STANNINGTON, NORTHUMBERLAND. Tel:Stan,445 

Field Surveys. 
Geoff.Ma cfarlane r eports that the Rookery Survey has produced c.2 4000 nests within 
the county s o f a r. Any census f orms still outstanding should be r e turned to him 
as soon as pos sible o 
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Field Surveys cont. 

-.-., 
Before the network of observers is ' dismantl ed ', we have been asked by the 
University of Aberdeen if we are willing t o assist them with a continuing survey 
of the breeding succ ess of the Rook , witb a r ecord of its seasonal distribution 
in summer, autumn and winter. 

This would only involve observers travelling n set route of 20-30 miles, and 
counting the birds en route. This would be r epeated during each of the .three 
seasons. Volunteers sbould apply t o Geoff. for fuller information and for the 
standard f orms on which the returns are t o be made. 

Wildfowl Counts. 
The Wil~fowl Trust's counts within Northumberland have been hitherto coordinated 
by Mike Bell. For domestic rea sons (vide notes on treasurer) he is unable to 
continue. The club in the shape of Geoff. Macfarlane has now taken over the 
responsibility for this work. Again, any members who are interested should obtain 
details from Geoff. 
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TYNESI DE BIRD CLUB 

June 1975 

SUJ:VJMARY 
Perhaps the most s i gnificant fea ture of t he month wa s the weathero Blizzards and 
N. gales during the first few days confused some late mi grants, especially Swallows, 
but a period of about three weeks of anticyclonic weather immediately after the 
wintry conditions proba bly result ed i n high breeding success in some ground nesting 
birds, especially Oyst erca tchers and Common Sandpipers. 

Throughout the month s eabird movements were a feature and involved mainly Manx 
Shearwaters, Gannets and Common Scoter, especially on z.t'h/29th when the first 
Curlew were observed moving offshore with an increase in the number of Arctic Skuas. 

Again, valuable information was collected on t he breeding status of some birds of 
prey, es pecially Merlin, and nest box studies of breeding Pied Flycatchers 
continued. 

Unusuals for the month included Sooty Shearwater, Goldeneye , Brent Goose, 2 Ospreys, 
Purple Galllinule, Jack Snipe, Golden O:r;iole, Hooded Crow, Redwing and Red-backed 
Shrike. 

CI,ASSIFIED LIST 
Black-throated Diver. 
1N off Seaton Sluice on 22nd(KW). 

Red-tbroated 'Diver. 
On five dates between 1st-28th a total of 8N off Seaton Sluice(KW). 

Great Crested Grebe. 
2-3 at Whittle Dene all month(JSB et al.), probably 2 pairs at Brasside(DLS) and 
single pairs at Catcleugh, Colt Cr ag and Sweethope. A single bird at Washington 
1st-8th. Only the Catcleugb birds were seen accompanying young(3). 

Little Grebe. 
Noted at Holywell, Washington, Wallsend, Killi ngworth and, Newton Pool. 

Manx Shearwater. 
Steady N passage r ecorded off Seaton Sluic e on many dates, especially after 10th 
with a tot al of 1435 counted on s eventeen days(only 428). Peaks were noted on 15th 
(302) and 28th(256) with 100-150 on 1st, 22nd and 26th(I0V/RGL et al.). 

Sooty Shear.water. 
An early record of 1 N on 2 8th(KW) .during a hea vy passage of Manx. 

Fulmar. 
3 inland r ecords between 3rd-8th when singles were at Burnhope Res ervoir, over 
Wa shington and over Hulne Park. 

Gannet. 
Moving N on severa l dates, being mos t noticeable on 28th/29th when 449 courtted .. off 
Seaton Sluice(~V) wit h 50 in one hour off Beadnell(ID). 

~orant. 
At least 42 nwsts (proba bly 50) on Marsden Rock(THVV). 1 at Washington Refuge .. a ll 

month( VvWR). 
Mallard. 
Largest flock was of 23 a t Washington on 18th(PW). Up to 3 off Seaton Sluic e and 
Coquet Island a n severa l da tes(I0V/RG). 

Teal. 
Noted in breeding areas at Smiddyshaw, Wolsingham an d Upp er Coquetdale. Between 
1st-6th up to 6 off Seaton Sluice a nd Coquet I s l and. 
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Garganey. 
Between 6th-9th 3 males and at least 1 female near Holywell. A pair at Holy Island 
on 8th( JEF/WAK). 

Wigeon. 
An unusual number of records. Between 1st-24th single drake s at both Cresswell 
and Gosforth with a pair at Cresswell on 1st( AC/ERM/LGM). Off Seaton Sluice 
si~gles · N on 22nd and 28th(10N) and 6 off Coquet Island on 30th(RG). 

Shoveler. 
Noted at Gosforth(up to 5), Seaton Burn(2), Dinnington(1), near Earsdon(2), 
Grindon(2), Greenlee(2) a nd Bra sside(1); More unusual was the occurrence of 2 off 
Coquet Island on 24th(RG). 

Scaup. 
A drake at Cresswell on 3rd(LGM) and it or another at Holywell between 3rd-30th 
(JEF). Off Seaton Sluice 5N on 22nd with 4N on each of 28th and 29th(IDV). 

Tufted Duck. 
28 at Holywell on 10th(C~~) and by 28th an increase to 33 at Whittle Dene(JSB). 
3 off Coquet Island on 22nd(RG). Pair with 4 young at Linshiels on 15th(ERM/JAG). 
Birds also noted at Gosforth, Grindon, Killingworth, Capheaton and Seaton Burn. 

Pochard. 
Noted only at Hartburn when 3 were seen on 28th(CMA). 

Ruddy Duck. 
The 'area commuter' was noted at Holywell on several . occasions between 3rd-30th 

(JEF). 
Goldeneye . 
Late records of 2 at Whittle Dene on 1st(LGM) and 1 at Washington 1st-4th(AT). 

Velvet Seater. 
Off Sea ton Sluice singles Non 1st, 22nd and 28th with 6N on 24th(IDN). 

Common Seater. 
Steady N passage All month with tot~l of 843N(only 858) on six dates with peaks of 
211 on 21st and 238 on 28th(KW/RGL et al.). Off Coquet Island 145N on 22nd(RG). 

Red-breasted Merga~ 
Off ·Seaton Sluice 3N on 21st, 14N on 22nd, 12N on 28th and 3N on 29th(KW). 

Goosander. 
The only rep ~rt of successful breeding was of a brood of 10 young at Bardon Mill on 
28th(BH). 6 at Whitfield Lough on 29th(LGM) and single females at Burnhope and 
Wolsingbam early in the month. 

Sbelduck. 
After 20tb juveniles noted at Boulmer(25), Coquet Estuary(12) and Cresswell(11)o 
1-4 off Coquet Island after 15tb and 1S off Seaton Sluice on 24th. 

Brent Goose. 
A very late bird on tbe s ea and later flying S near Berwick on 7th(MRS/ELS). 

C'lnada Goose. 
36-54 at Sweetbope(LGM/CMA) most of montb and 1 at Washington Ath-9tb(WWR). 
Migrating flocks involved 12IDV over Heddon on 5th(JSB), 8 at Cresswell on 3rd(LGM) 
and 10, almost certainly tbis species, at Wbitfield Lough on 29tb(per LGM). 

Mute Swan. 
2o at Amble on 1st(ERM) and 75 at Berwick on 7th(MRS/ELS). Young noted at Radcliffe 
(7) and Bolam(2). 

Common Buzzard. 
1 at Slaley on 6tb, 1 found dying at Alnmouth on 20th(per BL) and 
area on 22nd and 25tb(iVAK/JFF) 

in Rothbury 
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§_p_arrowh£!:.Wk. 
Well report ed f rom widespread locations including 1 a t H~uxley , on the coast, on 

12th. 
Osprey. 
1 N over Ho lywell on 21st( JEl~') and 1 i n the By·vvG ll nrea from 25th until early July 

_(per BL) • . 

Merlin. 
Another int ensive br eeding st udy r evealed that 29 pairs bred of which 23 were . 
successful in fle .'lgine; young . 70 young we r e ring ed from 21 nests giving an 
average of 3.3 yo ung per successful nest or 2.4 for a ll nests. Most nests were in 
the Border Forests, in the SW Northumberland and in the Cheviots(ERM/BL/LGM/JAG et 

a::L) 

Kestr el. 
Also the s ub4 ect of continued breeding studies but the information will be 
summarised next month. 

Red-leg~££ Partridge . 
1 at Bl agdon on 10th(ERM). 

Water Rail. 
Noted a t Seaton Burn a nd Gosfortl1 Pa rk. 

Purple Gallinule. 
1 of the European form was watched f or fifteen minut es at Washington on 7th( AT). 
It may not be pos sible to establish whether it was an esca pee from captivity or a 
genuine vagrant, a lthough it is more likely to be the former. 

Coat. 
Up to 100 a t Seaton Burn, especia lly after mid month, with 30-50 at Capheaton, 
Grindon and Ho lywell. 

Oys terc atch er. 
Roost of up to 41 a t Coque t Island until 16th(RG). A good br eeding season was 
reported in N.Tyne area ( BL) and by 28th 25 had gather ed a t Bardon Mill on S.Tyne 

( BH). 
LapwinK:_ 
EarLy post breedi ng flocking produced 100 a t Prestwick Carron 11th(ERM), 140 at 
Whittle Dene on 30th(RW) a nd 20-50 in Allendales, Bardon Mill a nd S.Cheviots after 
a bout 20th. 

Little Ringed Pl over. 
2 a, t Washington on 11th th en 1 until enri of the month( WWR). 

Golden Plover. 
Continues to be well r eport ed in breeding areas in SW Northumberlanrl with a bird 
still incuba ting 4 eggs at Windy Gyle on 22nd(LGM/BG/RGL). 

Turns tone. 
On Coquet Isl~nd all month with 20 on 1st decreasing to 8 by 12th then 21 on 16th 
and fluctuating between 6 a nd 23 until end of mont h (RG). 2 a t Bou lmer on 21st(JSB). 

J ack Snip e . 
A most unusua l report of 2 near Ho l ystone on 8th( J AG ). 

Woodcock. 
Reported roding a t Hamsterley r.'Iill(EP) . 

Curlew. 
Movements observed a t the end of the month when off Seaton Sluice 193N on 28th/ 
29th(KW), with 31 on Coquet Isla nd on 22nd('1G) and 18 near Belsay on 26th(PW). 

Whimbrel. 
On 28th/29th 7N and 3S over Sea ton Sluice/'l'vnemouth areas(RGL/KW) • 

Black-ta iled Godwit. 
1 a t Washington on 10th(AT). - 3 - / green Sandpiper 



Green SR.ndpiper!_ 
1 near K:trkley on 20th(ERJVI) and 1 at Washington on 27th(WWR). 

Common Sandpiper. 
A good breecUng season reported in N. Tyne Valley( BL). In more coastal situations 
4 pairs possibly bred at Washington Re f uge( W1VR ) and a nother pair noted near Earsdon 

( JEF). 
Spotted R~1~hank. 
1 at Wallsend Swallow on 11th(l,C), 1 a t Cresswell on 12th(JEF), 1 a t Washington on 
25th(AT) and 1N off Seaton Sluice on 28th(~N). 

Greens hank. 
1NW over Holywell on 18th(iVIGC). 

Knot. 
On Coquet Island 3 on 9th and 1 on 21st(RG). 1 on Longstone, Farne Islands on 21st 

( JEF) • 
Purple Sandpiper. 
8 on Coquet Island ori 4th(RG), 

Little Stint. 
2 a t Washington on 2nd/Jrd(AT). 

Dunlin. 
Found as Merlin prey in Wark Forest(ERIVI/BL). 

Sander~!~ 
3 on Coquet Island on· 1st(RG). 

Ruff. 
A pair at Wallsenfi Swallow on 1st(AC) and 1 at Washington on 10th/11th(ii.T), 

Arctic Skua. 
1-2N off Seaton Sluice on seven dates with 21N on 28th(KW et al.) and 5N on 29th. 

Great Skua. 
Singles N off Seaton Sluic e on 15th,22nd,26th,28th with JN on 29th(I\W e t al.). 

Great Black-backed Gull. 
200 on Coquet by the eni of the month(RG). 

Lesser Black-backed Gull. 
2 pairs nesting at Marsden(TIDN ). 460 gathered on Coquet by 28th(RG). 100 immatures 
at Fourstones on 14th when small numbers .W through S.'ryne Valley all morning(LGM). 
A f0w adults and immatures on several moorland locat ions throughout the month. 

Glaucous Gull. 
An immature near Ears-ion on 5th(MGC) and an adult N off Seaton Sluice on 28th(KW). 

Little Gull. 
Single immatures at Seaton Burn on 16th(AJm) and· at Caistron, near Thropton on 22nd 

(LGM). 
Bl ack-headed Gull. 
A colo-ny of . 4'0 nests near Lane head in Weardale may be a new site( TH'N). First 
fledgen young noted in Alwinton area on 25th(ERM et a l.). 

Kittiwake. 
On Coquet Island roosts of 1350 on 22nd and 1500 on 28th(RG). 

Black Tern. 
2 near Morpeth on 9th(BL). 

Common Tern. 
Inland report of 1 at Holywell on 21st and 24th(PW/WAK). 
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Razorbill. 
Up to 30 off Coque t on . t wo lv~ dates ( RG) . 

Guill emot. 
Up t o 75 off Coquet on s evera l da t es ( RG) . 

Auk ( sp. ) • 
Heavy movements not ed off Seaton Sl uice on 1st(812N and 70S) and on 28tb(272N and 
180S ). 

Little Owl. 
4 young on nes t a t Mitford(p er ERM ) and pr ey a t a nest near Ponteland included a 
House Mart in!(ERM). 

Tawny Owl. 
Succ essful nesting no ted at Ho lystone and ERrsdon. 

Long- eared Owl. 
Nest with 4 eggs in S. Cbeviots on 15tb(ERM/JAG). There were strong indications 
that this may have been a second brood. 

Sbort-eared Owl. 
About 20 pairs noted in Bor de r Forests ( BL et a l.). 

Swi f t. 
A part a lbino noted at Blaydon on 28th(PD) with most of the body plumage being 
mottl ed with white. 

Kingfisher. 
1 carrying food to probable nest on R.Blytb near Ponteland on 8tb(MRS) - only 
report of breeding. 

Gre en Woodpecker. 
Noted at Hulne Park, Hartbope Burn, Beamisb Va ll ey, Fourstones and Hamsterl ey Mill. 

Grea t Spotted Woodpecker. 
Female bringing 1 young to bird table at Hamsterl ey Mil l on 30tb(EP). Nests noted 
a t Dyke Ne uk, Angerton a nd Ho l ys tone . 

Swallow. 
Pair with newly batched young a t Esbott on 1st(per BL) when l arge numbers were 
still migrating. For examp l e , during the wintry conditions of 2nd/3rd confused 
flocks were noted at Capheat on ( 400), Hartburn(100) and Sweetb'ope(100)(LGM). 

Hous e Martin. 
44 nes ts at Knarsda l e viaduct, 23 a t Bonnyrigg Hall(LGM) and 10 at Cowsbill, 
Wearda l e (THW). 

;Golden Oriole. 
A mal e a t Smal esmout h, in the N.Tyne Va lley, on 5th(per BL). 

Raven. 
1 at Chew Green on 4th( LGM), 2 near Sl aggyford on 6th a nd 4 at Windy Gyle on 21st. 

Hooded Crow. 
An unusua l occurrence of 1 at Seahous es on 20tb(FW/ AA ). 

Nuthatche 
During first half of month up to 2, including a j uvenile, visiting a bird t a ble 
at Hamsterl ey Mill. 

Fieldfar e. 
1 a t Earsdon on 1st(JEF) , 1 nea r Cast l e side on 16th(THW) and 1 found as Martin 
prey near Rotbbury on 29th( ERM ). 

Redwing~ 
A l a te bird at F~rsnon on 8th( JEF). - 5 .- / Stonechat 



.) . ,. 

Stonechat. 
Inland reports included a pair witll fl edge d young at Ai d Crag on 29th with further 
breeding pairs at Dipton and in N.Hexhamshire. S:Lnt.;le ma l es near Blaxter Quarry 
and near Linshiels Lake . 

Black Redstart. 
Unusual reports of singl es a t Seaton Sluice on 16th(EH) a nd on Coquet on 30th(RG). 

Grasshop per Warbler. 
More r eports received t ban in 197,1 s uggesting an improvement in the breeding status, 
though still absent from some traditional sit es. 

Reed Warbler. 
1 singing at Gosfort h Park on 3rd and 21st(LGM/PD). 

Senge Warbler. 
a lat e migrant on Coq uot on ~12th(RG). 

BlackcaE..:.. 
A lat e migrant on Coquet on 7th( RG). Considered to be more plentiful than ever in 
N.Tyne Va lley(BL). 

Whitethroat. 
Further evidence confirms that a significant recovery in sta tus has been achieved 
with, for example, at least 8 pairs in Prestwick Carr area. 

Lesser Whitethroat. 
1 carrying food at Brasside on 1st(DLS) and 1 singing on eight days at Washington 

. (WWR). 
Chiffchaff. 
Noted at Hamsterley Mill, Bedlington and Belsay • 

. Wood Warbler. 
Noter1 a t ~..1i tford, Dipton, Bedlington, Belsay, Rothley, Tars et, Belling and, more 
unusua lly, in Gosforth Park where 3 were singing on 8th, with at least 1 on most 
other days. A ver~ good year! 

Spotted Flycatcher. 
La t e single migrants on Coquet on 7th and 12th(RG). 

Pied Flycatche~ 
First young hatched in Dipt on .area on 2nd. Away from this breeding stronghold, 3 
pairs at Mitford and 1 near Hn~tburn. None noted at Belsay or Holystone both of 
which are recognised sites. 

Red-backed Shrike • 
. A male at Holywell on 5th( JPD/EML) when another was noted on the Farne Islands (per 

BG). 
Si skin. 
Noted as commoner than ever in N.Tyne Valley and as plentiful in Allendale( BL/BG). 

Crossbil!..!_ 
4 at Slaley on 9th and many family parties in Border Forests during month(BL). 
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GREAT CRESTED GREBE SUR~Y 1975 

Ext ensive c overag e was obta i ned for B.T.O's survey of Great Crested Grebes. 

As th e c ensus was of adult grebes and no t just those a t br eeding sta tions, an 
attempt was mar1e to cover a ll wa t ers in the district wher e birds could have 
conceivably been preser.t, even if they wer e only transient individuals. In this 

we were l nr e ely .: successful wi tb Tisi t s bei ng r.mde t o a total of 38 waters including 

Hoselaw a nd Yetholm Loc hs just over t he bord er in Roxburghs hire , the Hirsel in 
Berwickshire and Blaydon and Wa shingt on Ponds in the f or mer c ounty of Durham. 

Tables I and II show the r esult s of the survey. A t otal of 15 gr ebes were 
counted (with a n es ti1nat ed t ot a l of 18 birds which takes into account birds not 
visible a t th e time of th e count) a t seven sites, all in Northumberland.* Of 
these , successful breeding is known to have occurred at Gosforth Park (1 pair) and 

Colt Crag (2 pairs), but l ow wat er levels at Hallington, Ca tcleugh and Derwent 

Reservoirs appear to have prevented birds from br eeding there this year. The 
numbers r ecorded c ompare very favourab ly with the 1974 population in the area. 

TABLE I 

Waters where birds were recorded in 1975 

Total no. 
of Adults 

Catcleugh Res ervoir 
Colt Crag Reservoir 
Derwent Reservoir 
Font Res ervoir 
Gosforth Park 
Sweethope JJough 
Whittle Dene Reservoirs 

TABLE II 

Oth er wat ers covered in 1975 

Blaydon Pond (Durham ) 
Bro omlee Lough 
Bolam La ke 
Byerhop e Reservoir 
Caistron Gravel Pits 
Capheaton Lake 
Coa t enhill Reservoir 
Cresswell Moss 
Crag Lough 
Dodd Res ervoir 
Doxford Ha ll Lake 
Greenlee Lough 
Grindon JJough 
Haggerston Lake 
Ha lleypike Lough 

2 
11, 

2 
1 
2 
1 
3 

Estimated no. 
of Adults 

4 
4 
2 
1 
2 
2 
3 

Ha llington Reservoirs 
Hartburn Res ervoir 
Hirsel (Berwickshire) 
Holywell Pond 
Hoselaw Loch (Roxburgh) 
Kimmer Lough 
Langley Dam 
Linshiels Lough 
Newton Pool 
Pawston Lake 
Rqyburn Lake (or Wingates) 
Seaton Burn (or Big Waters) 
Swallow Pond 
Unthank Lake 
Washing t on Ponds (Durham) 
Yetholm Loch (Roxburgh) 

The first instance of confirmed breeding in Northumberland was a t Ha llington 

I?.e servoirs in 1911 when Abel Chapma n discovered a pair with a single young. This 

a ppea rs to have been an isolated occurrence a nd breeding wa s not recorded 

subsequently until 1929 when a pair r ear ed young a t Capheaton. From then f orward 

at t emp ted breeding ?ecame mor e frequent : ~f not regular and interspersed with years 

when, appar ently OWlng to low water levels during the summer, nesti ng was not 

a ttemp t ed or proved unsuccessful ( e . g . 1945 - 1950). Since 19 67 the number of 

bre~d~ng pairs has increased significantly from the one or two pairs that had 
typlfl ed th e previous two decades with additional birds summering . Several new 

waters have apparently been occupied recently (e. g . Gosforth Park , Whittle Dene 
Reservoirs, Derwent Reservoir)~ but it is very difficult to identify previously 

occupied sites from old and not s o old Ornithologica l Reports owing to the /cont. 

*~ss sp ecifica lly stat ed c ounty na~es refer to pre-Apri1 1974. boundar~ 



continued/ 

reluctance of successive Recorders to name waters where breeding occurred. 

It is interesting to remark on the fact that the last B.T.O. census of 
Great Crested Grebes in 1965 recorded 'none' in Northu~mberland, but the 
Ornithological Report for that year stated that three pairs bred! 

The following table illustrates the breeding status of this species in the 
county over the last 30 years according to Annual Reports. 

1945 -
1946 
1947 -
1948 -
1949 
1950 

1951 
1952 
1953 

1954 

1955 -
1956 -
1957 
1958 -
1959 -
1960 -
1961 -
1962 -
1963 -
1964 -
1965 
1966 
1967 -
1968 

1969 -
1970 -
1971 -

1972 -

1973 -

1974 .., 

1 pair swnmered. 
No records of breeding. 

" 
" 11 

1 pair su.rnmered at Hallington 
Single pairs recorded at Catcleugh and Hallington but no proof 
of breedine . 
1 pf!.ir bred. 
1 pair bred (probably Hallington). 
1 pair bred and another present (probably) at Hallington. 
1 pair bred (probably) at Colt Crag. 
1 pair attempted to breed at Hallington. 2 pairs present at 
Colt Crag. 1 pair bred at Catcleugh. 
1 p~ir bred (probably) at Catcleugh. 
No records of breeding 'though adult pairs were seen occasionally'. 
1 pair attempted to breed. 
1 pair bred. 
1 pair bred. 
2 pairs summered. 
1 pair bred. Inconclusive evidence of breeding at second site. 
1 pair bred. second pair unsuccessful. 
2 pairs bred. 
1 pair bred. 
1 pair bred at Seaton Burn, 2 other pairs bred elsewhere. 
2 pairs bred. 
4 pairs bred and at least 3 pnirs summered. 
3 pairs bred at two sites; birds present at another six sites 
(including 7 birds at Catcleugh). 
Birds bre~ at two sites. Up to 7 birds at Catcleugh. 
1 pair bred at Catcleugh (10 adults present at this site ,in June~. 
Birds bred at Hallington (1 pair), Gosforth Park (1 pair) and 
Seaton Burn (1 pair). Suspected at Catcleugh (5 pairs), Colt Crag 
and 1Nhi ttle Dene. 
6 pairs bred at four sites (Catcleugh-3, Seaton Burn-1, Gosforth 
Park-1) and breeding suspected at four others (including Broomlee 
Lough, Colt Crag, Derwent Reservoir). 
Birds bred at three sites (Hallington 1-2 pairs, Sweethope 
Lough-1 pair, Gosforth Park-1 pair). 1-2 pairs present at four 
other localities and 3 pairs at Catcleugh. 
Single pairs bred at Whittle Dene, Seaton Burn, Hallington, Gosforth 
Park and 7 birds at Catcleugh. 
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TYNESIDE BIRD CLUB 

July 1975 

SUMMARY 
An anticyclone dominated the weather during the firet half of the month and 

conditions were fine and warm. The second half was more unsettled, though still 

warm with some thunderst•rms occurring. 

Most breeding species continued to enjoy a successful season but seabird movements, 

involving Manx Shearwaters, Common Scoter and some t erns, and the commencement cf 

the return of man~ of the n•rthern waders were the main features. 

Of the passerines there were some interesting observations on Great Tit/Blue Tit 

and Pied Flycatcher nests. Reed Warblers were noted in two areas and successful 

nesting of Wryneck was suggested. 

The more unusual species noted were Temminck's Stint, Sabine'e~Gull and 

Mediterranean Gull. 

August so far has produced another Temminck's Stint, Pectoral Sandpiper and Red­

necked Phalarope. 

CLASSIFIED LIST 

Red-throated Diver. 
Off Sea ton Sluice ·singles N on 5th, 23rd and 26th( PD/KR/KW). 

Great~crested Grebe. 
3 pairs with broods of 2, 2 and 3. young respectively at Colt Crag on 1st(RG/WB). 

2 pairs at Whit tle Dens all month w2th 2 juveniles present from 19th(JSB). 2 adults 

at Catcleugh on ~7th(LGM). 

Slavonian Grebe. 
1 at Washington on 28th(EH/JP). 

Little Grebe. 
Successful nesting noter'l at Seaton Burn, Radcliffe and Havannah(BG/ERM). 

Manx Shearwater. 
Off Seatori Sluice total of 504N and 52S during month with 361N on 4th(KW/KR) when 

a flock was noter'l feeding offshore. 

§ooty Shea~water. 
Off Seaton Sluice 1~N during month with 11N on 4th(KW). 

Gannet. 
Off Seaton Sluice 115N on 4th and 105N on 26th(KW). 

Heron. 
Up to 5 noted at Gosforth, Killingworth, Wallsend Swallow, Catcleugh and 

Hamsterley Mill. Im~igration was suggested during latter half of month with 2S 

off Cresswell on 21st(BU), 5 arriveing from the Eat both Seaton Sluice and Whitl9¥ 

Bay on 26th(KW et al.) and 1S off Coquet on 30th(RGo). 

Cormorant. 
About 16-0on Marsden Rock on 7th(THW). 1 at Washington Refuge on 4th and 31st 

Mallard. 
(WWR). 

Flocks of 40-60 at Whittle Dene, Gosforth and Seaton Burn after 18th(JSB/AJ). 

Teal. 
3 broods noted in Holystone area early in month(BG/RGL). 21 at Grindon on 13th 

(LGM) and offshore 12N and 1S off Seaton Sluice on'5th where 10S on 22nd(KW/KR). 

Wigeon. 

Unusual reports of 1 at Gosforth on 5th(LGM), 5 at Newton Pool en 12th(IK) and 1 

at Washington Refuge on 1 Oth-15th(WWR). 

Pintail. 
6 o~f Coquet on JOth(RGo). 

Shovel er. 

1-7 at Washington, Seaton Burn and Holywell most of month with 35 at Holywell on 

23rd(MN et al.). Offshore 2 at Coquet on 5th(RGo). 
- 1 - /Scaup 



Scaup •. 
At Cresswell Pond 1 on 2nd with 3 there 19th/20th(WAK/LGM/PD). 1 at Holywell on 
31st(CED) and 1S Seaton Sluice on 22nd(~N). 

Tufted Duck. 
Early concentrations involved at least 100 at Colt Crag on 1st(RG/WB) with 40 still 
there on 12th(LGM). Also on 12th 58 at each of Whittle De~e and Sweethope(LGM) and 
by 19th 75 at Whittle Dene(JSB). 35 at Seaton Burn on 29th(AJ) and 6 off Coquet 
on 5th(RGo). 8-9 broods hatched at Holywell and 1 at each of Whittle Dene and 
Derwent. 

Ruddy Duck. 
Noted at Holywell on 1st(JEF). 

Pochard. 
During month 1-8 at Holywell, Washington, Radcliffe and Whittle Dene. 10 at 
Gosforth on 20th/21st and 16 at Seaton Burn on 20th(AJ/IK). 

Goldeneye. 
Surprising reports of 6 at Col,t Crag on 12th(LGM) and 1 at Washington on 18th(WWR). 

Velvet Scoter. 
Off Seaton Sluice 2N on 10th, 9N on 12th, 4S on 14th and JN on 16th(KW). 

Common Scoter. 
Henvy.~passage off Seaton Sluice during month involved a total of 2192N and 122S. 
Peaks of 291N on 5th, 284N on 20th and 139N on 26th(KN/KR et al.). Smaller 
numbers moving N off Coquet on six dates(RGo). 

Eider. 
400 off Hauxley on 22nd(HRS). 

Red-breast ed Merganser. 
Off Seaton Sluice 34N and 7S during month with 19N on 5th(KR/KW). Also 1 off 
Coquet on 27th(RGo). 

Goosander. 
Broods noted at Derwent Reservoir and S.Tyne at Melkridge. A female caught at the 
latt er on 12th had been ringed at nearby Bardon Mill in 1974(Eru~). 

Shelduck. 
The commencement of moult mi gration was indicated by a count of 58S off Seaton 
Sluice during month(RGL/KW) with 38 noted on 20th. Broods noted at Cresswell, 
Monks House a nd Fenham Flats. 

Greylag Goose. 
5NE over Cresswell and 2nd(WAK), 3S off Coquet on 3rd(RGo) and 5 at Sweethope on 

Canada Goose·~ 12th( LGM). 

6 plus 4 young at Colt Crag on 12th when 58 at Sweethope(LGM). 

Mute Swan. 
A pair that hatched 7 young at Radcliffe walked th em over one mile to Amble Harbour 
as the pond dried up(HRS). 1 at Coquet most of month(RGo) 110 at Berwick on 23rd 

Sparrowhawk. (FC). 

9 out of 11 pairs in a 
A pait. probably reared 
the Holystone area. 

new study area reared a total of 25 young( ERM/,JAG/WGJ). 
3 young at Gosforth(BG/AB.l) but 3 nests failed completely in 

Kestrel. 
Young reare~ at Hartford and Gosforth. .A tired bird arrived f r om the E at 
Cresswell on 21st(BU). 

Black Grouse. 
Several not~ on Otterburn ranges on 11th( CED). 

Corncrake . 
1 calling a t Otterburn on 5th(perBG -G.A.Pyman) and another calling at Hexham on 
Coot. 19th(per WB). 
200-280 at Seaton Burn after 18th(AJ). 97 at Broomlee on 19th and 123 at Holywell on 

Oyster catcher. 2Oth( LGM) • 

Up to 80 roosting at Ha uxl ey during month(HRS). 
- 2 - /Lapwing· 



Lapwing . u •ttl D 12th increased Flocks increased a s the month progressed. 500 a t ~ hl e ene on to 1050 by 26th(JSB). 700 a t Grindon on 12t~ and 500 at.Melkridge on 26th(ERM/LGM). 
1 00~3 00 at Brovl!'1 00 , G.t•t:J Pnl ee , Sl:::aftoe, Belll.ngh3.m , Halllngton, Cambo, Seat on Burn 
and Washington. 

Rigged Plover. h d 3 --- - t f breedina strongholds i nvo lved up to 8 at Backwort an Inland r epor s away rom 0 ~ 
a t Washington. 
Little Ringed Plover . 
An i mmature at Washington 12th-17th and 22nd(WWR). 
Grey Plover. 
1 on Coquet o~ 20th(RGo). 

Gold en Plover. 
Early flocking involved 50 at Fenham Fla ts on 6tb(RGL), 20 at Whittle Dene after 19th( JSB)., 200 in Allendale on 24 th( RG/ WB ) and 38 , at Cresswell on 26th( JPD/EML) • 
Turnstone . 
Up to 43 on Coquet until 23rd when 100 were counted. By 26th 226 wer e present reducing to 144 by 30th( RGo). Sr:1all numbers a t Seat on . Sluice after 13th( KW). Well inland at Whittle Dene, 1 on 30tb(JSB). 
Curlew. 
Off Seaton Sluic e 146N and 48S during month with peaks of 46N on 5th and 40N on 25th/26th(KW). Off Coquet Island 44N on 19th(RGo) and 100 at Holy Island on 27th 
Whimbrel. (BM). 
St eady passage noted a ll month with tot a l of 101N and 55S off Seaton S luice(ID~ et a l . ). Hi f!,hest oaily counts were 24N on 5th and 25N on 16th. Sne. ller numbers not ed a ll a long the coast. The only inland reports were of 2S over Meldon on 8th (ERM) and 1 a t Heddon on 9th(JSB). 

Bl ack-ta iled Godvrit. 
7 at Fenham Mill on 6th(RGL) and SN off Seaton Sluice on 14th(KW). 
Bar-tai l ed Godwit. 
1 inla nd a t Washington on 9th (AT ). Fro~ 12th, 1-5 N off Seaton Sluic e on five da tes (KR/KW), 1- 2 at Coquet and 8 at Ho l y Island.(RW). 
Green Sandpiper. 
1-2 a t Washington from 4th (WWR ), 1 a t Gosforth on 13th( ABl) a nd on 20th, 2 at Bothal and 2 at s. Linton(MN). 
Woo d SandJ2iper. 
A s ugges tion of some pqssage l a te in the nonth when, be tween 20th-23rd, 1-2 a t Holywell, 1 over Whitley Bay and 1 near Back;worth(CED). 
Common Sandpiper. 
More r eports confirm that ~ has been a v er y successful breeding season. Many records of birds on return passage with up t o 4 a t locations such as Washingt on , Cresswell, Arcot Hall a nd Wallsend Swallow after 12th a nd as early a s 4th a party of 16 bad gothered at Ho l ys tone in Coquetdale. On 22nd 24 were counted in Seaton Sluic e/ St.Mary's area. 

~hank. 

Fluctuations on Coquet I s l a nd as month progressed were indicat j ve of passage with peaks of 75 on 20th and 42 on 30th(RGo). Inland 12 at Arcot H~ll on 31st(BM). 
Spotted Redshank. 
Singles S off Seaton Sluice on 14th and 26th(~V), at Washington on 28th(EH/JP). Greens ha nk. 
Well reported with at least 24 individuals from nine different l ocations. 
ga th erings were at Washington(up to 6, especially from 28th ), at Bothal(4 and Seaton Sluice(4S on 14th ). 
Knot. 

Largest 
on .20th) 

Di s tinct passage not ed from 12th with up to 44 per day, mainly S, at Seaton Sluice 
and up to 60 on Coque t Island with a peak be tween 20th-24th(RGo/KR/KW). Elsewhere 6 at Cresswell on 19th(EH) and ~ 2 at Holy Island on 28th(RW). 

- 3 - /Purple Sandpiper 



~rpl e Sandnip er. 
Noted almost daily on Coque t Island from 5th increasing from 3 to 17 by 9th,then 

to 50 by 26th(RGo). Up to 12 at Seaton Sluice fro r.1 12th(Im/KW). 

Little Stint. 
1 near Ear s don between 2.t~th-28th(JEF) and 2 on Coquet on 30th(RGo). 

Ternminck 1 s Stint. 
1 near Ea rsdon on )1 s t r emained ther e until well into August. It was an adult 

bird i n partial moult(JEF et a l.). 

Dunlin. 
Steady r eturn passage in small numbers not ed throughout the QOnth at the coast and 

as f a r inland a s the Irbhi ng ¥alley. Only on Coquet(max.36 On 28th) and at 

Cresswell (r:1ax . 26 on 26th) did numbers r each double figures. 

S2.n<J.,erling . 
A few noted moving S at Seaton Sluice after 13th. On Coquet 1 on 17th, 15 on 28th 

and 2 on 30th. At Cresswell 6S on 21st(KW/RGo/BU). 

Ruff. 
Up t o 5 a t Washington during month( AT et al.). At Radcliffe, near Amble, 4 on 5th 

incr eas ed to 10 by 10th(HRS). 1-2 noted at Seaton Sluice, Arcot Hall, Whittle 

Dene , Coquet, Monks House, Cresswell and Hauxley be tween 6th-31st. 

Ar c tic Skua. 
Numbers much lower than in r ecent years. 
only 24N and 13S during month(IDN et al.). 
Embleton(BU) and Coquet(RGo). 

Great Skua. 

At the int ensively watched Seaton Sluice 
Only other r eports were o~ singles a t 

Off Sea ton Sluice 9N and 2S during month(KVJ e t al.) 1N off Cresswell on 19th(PD). 

Great Bl ack-backed Gull. 
150 at Seaton Sluic e on J 1st(CMA ). 

Herring Gull. 
600 a t Seaton Sluice on 31st(CMA) and a part a lbino ther e on 19th(KR e t al.). 

Common Gull. 
2 pairs ha tched and probably r eared young in NW Durham(AHB). Distinct passage 

noted from 19th when they were moving w through Tyne Valley. 11; similar 

observation was made on 26th(LGM), a nd on 27th/28th 400 near Rothley(ERM), 350 at 

Seat on Sluice(CMA) and 50 at Swe ethope(RGL). During this same period individuals 

became appar ent r eturning to scavenge over S(; vera l r esidential areas in W Newcastle. 

Glaucous Gull. 
On Coquet Island an i mmature on 6th/7th was found dead lat er in the month(RGo). 

Another N off Seat on Sluice on 20th( KW ). 

I,i ttle Gull. 
Off Seaton Sluice 11N on 21st, 2N on 22nd a nd 1S on 24th(KW). On 31st 1 at 

Holywell(C ED). All were a dults. 

Sa bi ne 1 s Gull. 
An i mmature bird was r eport ed in the Seaton Sluice/Tynemo uth area on a number of 

occasions between 7th-30th( KR/KW/HTW e t al.). 

Medit err anean Gull. 
An adult on Holy Island on 5th(BH). 

Bl ack Tern. 
2N Sea ton Sluice on 17th( K'N). 

1,1)ommic 1 Tern. 
Roost s of 200 on a poo l at Hauxley on 5th(HRS) and up to 64 in Washington area 

during month. Strong S movement off Seaton Sluice on 14th with 65 in thirty 

minut es - mainly Cornmon(ERM ). 3 mo bbing a Kestrel over Earsdon on 12th(KW) and 10 

high over R.Tyne a t Elswick on 3rd( BL). 

Roseat e Tern. 
Off Seaton Sluice singl es S on 14th and 15th and 3S on 25th(EH/ERM/KR). 

Little Tern. 
3S Seaton Sluic e on 19th(KR). - 4 - /Sandwi c h Tern 



Sandwich Tern. 
Heavy S passage off Seaton Sluice on 14th. 396 were count ed in thirty minutes 
moving into thunderstorms(ERM). 40 roostins on Hnuxley pool on 6th(HRS). 

Guill emot. 
Up to 14 off Coquet during month(RGo). 

Razorbill. 
Up to 14 off Coquet during month (RGo). 

Cuckoo ~ 
Only report was of a juvenile at Holywell on 23rd(MN). 

Barn Owl. 
Young -fledged from nests at Kirkley and Meldon. A young bird killed by a car at 
Slaley on 22n~. Adults noted at Holywell and Chevington. 

Littl e Owl. 
2 young fledged from nest near Corbridge(BL). 

Short-eared Owl. 
Only r eport was of 1 at Cresswell on 26th(JPD/EML). 

Swift. 
Southerly passage not ed on a number of occasions,especially 11th/12th and 20th-27th 
at Crast er( WSC), Seaton Sluice(KR), Team Valley and Cramlington(LGM). 

Kingfisher. 
1-2 noted at Gosforth Park, Hartford, Backworth, Washington, Prudhoe, Wooler and 

Green Woodp ecker. 
Noted et Linhope, Middleton(near Wooler) and Hartford. 

Melkridge. 

Great Spott ed Woodpecker. 
2 juveniles visiting b'i'rd tables at Hamsterley Mill during first week(EP). 

Wryne_ck. 
A young bird found on a window-sill at Matfen on 15th suggested successful 
breeding had occurred in the area(RW). 1 heard calling at Gosforth Park on 26th 

Swallow. . (B&lVIE) • 
Roost of 50 at Chevington Burn on 25th(ERM) .. 

House Martin. 
37 nests noted in the Cramlington area(BM), 22 in the pumphouse at Catcleugh(LGM) 
and 10 in the boathouse at Colt Crag(RG/WB). At the last site most nests were 
destroyed by human interference. 

Sand Martin. 
215 pairs in a colony at Melkridge a nd a 'large' colony at Corbridge(ERM/BL). Early 
return pa ssage was suggested by a gathering of up to 300 at Seaton Burn 18th-20th 

Raven. . (AJ/IK). 

2 in N.Cheviots on 18th(ERM). 

Great Tit/Blue Tit. 
In Dipton/Stocksfield area there were 3 examples of each laying in the same nest:­

. i) 3 Gr eat Tits r eared, Blue Tit's eggs did not hatch. 
~ii) 1 Great Tit, 1 Blue Tit hatched but the Great Tit was deformed 

and ha d to be destroyed. 
iii) 6 Great Tit, 3 Blue Tit successfully r eared. (BL) 

Marsh Tit. 
Noted a t Pontoland(AKI). 

Wheat ear. 
A juvenile well away from any known breeding area in West Newcastle on 4th(AKI). 

Blue Tit/Pi ed Flyca tc her. 
A nest a t Dipton began with 5 P.F. ee;gs. Then B.T. built nest on top and laid 9 
eggs with P.F. laying 1 egg. 7 B.T. a nd 1 P.F. hatched and r ear ed by Blue Tits(BL). 

Stonechat. 
Pair W:i:.tbat least 1 iuvenile at ' . .Vingat es on 5th( JSB). Pair at Cresswell Pond after 

19th, 
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Grasshopper Warbler. 
'Reeling' at 1Nhi ttle Dene and Ponteland. 

Re ed Warbler. 
Adult at Chevington Burn on 25th in a likely breeding sit e . A second bird seen 
ther e on 1st August( ERM/ VVGJ/ BG). A family party a t Gosforth Park on 13th( ABl). 

Blackcap. 
More reports of birds in GO Od numbers, especially at D~pt on and in Happy Valley, 
near Mi dcUeton(BL/AKI). 1 in an a r ea of young conifers, an unusual habitat 
prefer ence, at Wark Forest in mid mo nth(ERM). Pair a t Hauxl ey on 31st(HRS). 

Ga rd en Warbl er. 
xn-early wanderer at Hauxley on 31st(HRS ). 

Whit ethroat. 
Furth er evidence of a n increase in population at Killingworth area(JDMcE). 

Les ser Whit ethroat. 
1 singing at Washingt on Refuge 3rd-8th(WNR). 

Willow Warb l er . 
Early passage birds on Coquet Island on 15th, 28th and 29th(RGo). 

Chiffchaff. 
1 in a Gateshead suburban gard en singing between 10th-12th(PD). 

Whit e Wag t a iL 
1 a t Washington 2nd/3rd( ~T). 

Grey Wagt a i 1. 
1 at We.s hington Refuge 25th-27th was unusua l for the time of year( WWR). 

Si skin. 

' .... 

Frequent in N.Tyne and in Allendale. Singles a t Linhope on 2nd(ERM) and at Tunstall 
Reservoir on 1st ( TH'iV). 

Linnet. 
Flock of at least 60 at Seaton Burn on 24th( BM ). 

Red poll. 
More breeding in Holywell a rea than in any previous year(C ED). 

Crossbill. 
9 a t Linhope on _2nd(ERM) and 2 pairs in Slaley area in mid month(BL). 

Corn Buntinp.; . 
1 singing well inland at Gunnerton, near Barrasford, on 29th(RG/WB). 

LIST OF CONTRIBUTORS 

e.M. M1amson 
A. H.&"l.nks 

W. Brady 
li..Bla ckett 

J.S. Boo th 
W. S.Cras t er 

F.Coll ey 
P.Davidson 

C.E.Do ugl as 
J.P.Deacon 

B .~ M.Etherington 
J.E.Fergusson 

B. Gallowny 
R. Gomes 
R.Grey 

J. A.Ginnever 
E.Hawdon 
B.Harding 

A.K.Ironside 
A. J ames 

W. G. Johnson 
W. A.Kelly 

I.Kerr 
E. lVI . Lindsay 

B. Little 
R.G.Lew±s 

B. Na rtin 
L.G.Macfarlane 
E.R. Meek 
J.D.McElwee 
Ha uxley R. S. 

M.Nattrass 
J.Pa rk 
E.Priestley 
K.Robson 
A. Temple 
B.Unwin 

H.T. Ward 
K.Wa lton 
R.Wa lton 

T.H.Wa ll 
Washington W.R. 

All Augus t reports t o Bryan Gallowy, 3 Grosvenor Court, West erhope, Newca stle upon 
Tyne , NE5 1RX by 9th Sep t ember, pl ease . 

Please send S.A%E. for sup ply o·f record cards t o Bryan Ga lloway. 
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CLUB NENS & NOTES 

All 1975/76 subscriptions should be sent to JOHN DAY, 3 Station House, Stannington, 
Nor·blJUmberland. These · remain unchanged -

Ordinary 
Family 
Junior 

£2.50 
£3 .00 
£1.50 

Although the club has been in recess for the last three. months, committee work has 
continued unabat'ed. We feel that our time has been well spent, and club members 
should derive additional benefits from our deliberations. 

'Birds in Northumbria 1974 ', deli ve.t\ed with the bulletin, is of a quality which 
reflecits credit on all concerned with its production~ The standard of text and 
illustrations is probably the highest since the report was introduced in its 
present form. 

1\.pp·earance of the monthly bulletin has been, unfortunately, rather erratic owing to 
holiday commitments of various members of the production .chain. For this, please 
accept our apologies. Receipt of this bulletin on time shows that we are now back 
on schedule. 

Hand delivery by our gallant b~nd of helpers has shown considerable saving in 
postage, for which we are grateful. Owing to a change in work, Mr. Wilson ha s had 
to give up Gateshead deliveries. A replacement to take over this area is urgently 
re~uired. Volunteers please contact the secretary. 

Membership has continued to increase, and we welcome all old and new members to our 
first meeting of the new season. 

CLUB MEETING- Thursday, September 11th at 7.15pm 

Illustrated film talk by George Wall entitled 'Wings of the Wild'. 
Georg~; 'just back from five weeks ' in the Galapagos Islands, is one of that breed of 
farmer/naturalists who escapes the depressing ·agricultural climate in S.W.Durham:by 
filming birds. I d'on't know anything of his farming record, but as a film maker he 
is excellent. His expertise is such that the National Trust commissioned him to 
produce their Farne Islands film. You may also recall his appearances 6n B.B.C. 's 
'Looks Natural'. 

FIELD OUTING - Sunday~ October 5th 

Coach trip to HOLY ISLAND. Leader Tom Palmer. 
Meet Baxter's Tynemouth. S.~Oam 

" Hancock Museum. S.OOem 
Cost: £1.30 approx. 

Bookings and cash to MIKE HODGSON, 30 Closefield Grove, Monkseaton, Whitley Bay. 

Note Mike has taken over the 
Keith Walton pending election 
Thanks Keith - Welcome Mike. 

Tel. Whitley Bay 20511 
duties of field secretary on a t emporary basis from 
of the new committee in October, 

A.G.M. - Thursday, October 9th. 
Nominations for the committee should be sent to the chairman, using the attached 
form (!\.) to arrive at least 24 hours before the A.G.M. 

WAYS & MEANS 

A film show held in conjunction with the Whitley Bay Fe;tival Committee netted £3.25. 
The poor support for this event, arranged at short notice, was mainly owing to lack 
of advance publicity, and the venue, Whitley Bay High School, which proved to be 
somewhat 'on the fringe'. 

Referenc e has already been made to the high quality of the illustrations in 'Birds 
in Northumbria'. With the generous cooperation of Jim Deacon, we are publishing 
prints, suitable for framing, of 1) Merlin, 2) Long-eared Owl and 3) Garganey. (The 
last especially drawn for the panpose.) 

Each print, in a strictly limited edition, will be signed and numbered by the artist. 
The cost is. ·£1 per print, and in order to give club members the first opportunity 
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' . 
of obtaining an example of Jim Deacon's work order form (B) is enclosed. In view 

of the limited number available, orders will be dealt with on a'first come, first 

served' basis. 

Earlier this year our approaches to the North Tyneside Leisure and Amenities 

Committee resulted in a financial guarantee of £250 against possible loss on 

publication of the annual report. 

With a little luck, and especially if club members make an effort to sell 

additional copies, 'Birds in Northumbria' promises to be self supporting again for 

this year at least. In any event, we are most grateful to North Tyneside for 

providing the 'cushion' which enables us to undertake publication. 

WASHINGTON WILDFOWL REFUGE 
By arra~~ement with the Wildfowl Trust, T.B.C. members may now become limited 

members of the Trust with access to Washington only.for the reduced sum of £1.50. 

As the daily entrance fee is 40p., four visits ·per annlli~ will recoup your outlay. 

The Refuge wildfowl collection includes virtually all those species to be seen wild 

in Britain and is thus especially useful to our new or more inexperienced members. 

The so-called 'wild area' of the refuge should prove of greater general interest. 

Reports this year suggest that the three man-made ponds beside the Wear are 

attracting as many wader species as the now defunct shallow pond at Barmston did 

in the past. 

Apart from the excellent hide facilities, the Lodge building and shop provide a 

sheltered forum f or birdwatchers in dispute over 'peep' identification! 

In order to simplify administration, T.B.C. members wishing to take advantage of 

this offer should complete form (C) so tha t the club can apply on your behalf for 

block membership to coincide with our own financial year. 

FINALLY The recorder says that 1975 appears to have been a successful year for 

ground breeding species~ Whispers reaching the secretary suggest that this might 

a lso apply to T.B.C. members themselves. Congratulations to those concerned. In 

the absence of requests for publication it would be invidious to publish an 

incomplete list. 
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TYNESIDE BIRD CLUB 

(A) T.B.C. ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING_'":'. ~TH OCTOBER 1975 

NOMINATION FOR CLUB COMMITTEE 

NAfJIE ••••••••••••••••••••••• • 

························ 
························ 

PROPOSED BY ••••••••.•••••••• 

SECONDED BY ••••••••••••••••• 

Have nominees indicated acceptance? YES/NO 

Please return this form by 7th October to 
John Ginnever, 32 The Crest, Dinnington, Northumberland. 

~------

(B) SIGNED PRINTS BY JIM DEACON 

I wish to order the following prints at £1.00 each 

Numbers reguired 

1 1 ) MERLIN •.••••••..•.•.••••••••• ( ) 

2) LONG EARED OWL ••••••••••••••( ) 

3) PAIR OF Gfi.RGANEY ••••••••••••( ) 

For which I enclose£ ••••••••••• 

NAME •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

ADDRESS 

•••••• 0 ...... 0 ••••••••••• 

• • • • • • • • • • 0 ••••••••••••• 

(Cheques should be made payable to the T.B.C.) 

Please return this order form to 
Keith Dures, 5 Bath Terrace, Tynemouth, Tyne & Wear. 

(C) WASHINGTON WILDFOWL TRUST MEMBERSHIP 

I wish to take advantage of the reduced subscription (£1.50) 

offered to members of the T.B.C. and enclose£ ••••••• in payment. 

Nf1.ME ••••• • •••••••••••• .•••• ,. • 

ADDRESS ...................... 
• • .. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 0 •• 

• • • • • • • 0 ••••••••••••• 

(Cheques should be made payable to the T.B.C.) 

Please return completed form to 
Keith Dures, 5 Bath Terrace, Tynemouth, Tyne & Wear. 
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~ TYNESIDE BIRD CLUB 

fl.us ust 1975 

SUMMA RY 
The first three weeks continued to be fine and warm during anticyclonic conditions 
although on some occasions a sea mist developed resulting in very light 'falls' of 

. Wiilow Warblers and Pied Flycatchers. 

The final week was more unsettled, especially when a small depression moved into 
the North Sea on 29th/30th and produce.d strong NE winds and he.avy rain. 

This last wee le was the most int erestin<I, period in the month with sea birds moving 
offshore, including good counts of Shearwaters, some wildfowl and Skuas. An influx 
of Little Stj.nts and Curlew Sandpipers commenced and both Lapwings and Golden Plover 
were seen in large numbers. During the l a st two days 2 Laughing Gulls and a Buff­
breaste rl Sandpiper appeared and a small influx of passerines included about 10 
Barred Warblers, a Red-breasted Flycatcher and a Red-backed Shrike. 

The other more interesting s pecies of the month i ncluded Goshawk, Osprey, 
2 Temminck's Stints, Pectoral Sandpiper and Red-necked Pbalarope. 

CL!I.SSIFIED LIST 
Diver. 
Off Seaton Sluice, where all were identified as Red-throated, 6N and 2S between 17th 
-31st(I\W). Elsewhere, singles off Chevington on 25th( BG ) and off Hauxley on 31st 

Great Crested Grebe. 
( HRS). 

fl.t Coit Crag 17 on 16th increased to at least 20 by 29th. On 22nd there were 15 
adults and 5 immatures. This is probably the largest inland concentration on record 
for Northumberland(RW et al.). 4 at Sweethope on 23rd(LGM) and 6 at Whittle Dene 
all month(RW et al.). 1 at Seaton Burn on 7th and 15th(Efu~/BM). 

Little Grebe. 
Well reported with birds on at least 16 different waters. Largest concentrations 
were of 32 at Colt Crag on 23ra, including 7 different broods(LGM), 20-23 most of 
month on Northumbrian Loughs, 17 at Washington on 22nd(fi.T) and 16 at Holywell most 
of month(MN). Newly hatched young were noted at Holywell on 30th(AH). 

N!anx Shearwater. 
Off Seaton Sluice 202 N a nd 20S on 8 dates with a peak of 81N on 30th when a 
'Balearic' was noted(ERM/KW et al.). A large flock of Shearwaters on the sea about 
3-4 miles off Lynemoutb on 22nd were probably Manx(BG/RGL). 

Sooty Shearwater. 
66N off Seaton Sluice during the month with 16 on each of 17th and 30th and 10 on 
31st(IDN et al.). 

Fulmar. 
60/hr N off Hauxl ey on 17th and a steady N movement on _30th(HRS). 11. 'blue' phase 
N off Hauxley on 26th. 

Gannet. 
Moving N on many dates with peaks off Seaton Sluice of 825 or: 23rd, 539 on 25th and 
369 on 17th when 40/hr N off Hauxley(KW et al.). 

Heron. 
Noted at 14 different localities. Many birds were probably on passage. The more 
interesting observations involved 9 at Warkworth on J1st(BG/ERM), 9 at Colt Crag on 
23rd(LGM), 6)at Cresswel~ on 23rd(JPD/EML). 1 arrived from the Eat Holy Island on 
3rd(BM) and 1S over st.Mary's on 26th(BG/RGL). 

Cormorant. 
· 90 roosting off Holy Island on the Black Law on 17th(LGM). 

Mallara. 
A noticeable build up in the month progressed with some moving N offshore. During 
the last 8 days 225 at Holywell, 160 at Northunbrian Loughs, 150 near Bamburgh and 
100 at each of Whittle Dene, Colt Crag and near Kirkley. 50N off Seaton Sluice on 
31st. 

- 1 - /Teal 



Teal. 
Conc entra~ion s of up to 50 were not uncomman on many waters as far inland as Grindon, especially after midmonth with 80 near Backworth on 25th. Northerly offshore passage was particularly conspicuous with 915 noted off Seaton Sluice during month with peaks of 95 on 25th and 345 on 31st. Smaller nlliT.bers noted off Cresswell and Hauxley. 
Garganey. 
1 near Kirkley on 4th(ERM), 2 at Holywell on 8th( MN), 1 at Cresswell on 17th(BG/RGL/ ERM) and .at least 2 at Newton Pool on 24th(BG)o 
Wi geon. 
2-4 on Northumbrian Loughs on 2nd (LGM) and 1 in Budle Bay on 8th(BU). Became increasingly regular after 14th and by 31st 22 on Northumbrian Loughs. Offshore passage involved 740N and 28S off Seaton Sluice with most occurring during the last week when 130N bn 30th and 327N on 31st(~N et al.). Smaller numbers note0 off Warkworth, Hauxley and Cresswell. 
Pintail. 
2 at each of Backworth on 3rd and Seaton Burn on 7th(BG/ERM). On 31st 3 at Grmndon (LGM) and 3N Ha uxley(HRS). 
Shovel er~ 
La r gest gath erings wer e 30-35 at Newton Pool(BG) ou 24th, 29 at Seaton Burn on 24th(IK), 25 at Blaydon on 19th(P&ID), 16 at Colt Crag on 23rd(tG~) and 12 at Holywell on 8th(MN). Up to 7 on 6 other waters and 1N off Hauxley on 31st. 
Scaup. 
A f emale at Colt Crag on 23rd(LGM). 
Tuft ed Duck. 
Ai;Whittle Dene 65 on 3rd increased to 121 by 28th(JSB/AJ et al.). 80 at Holywell on 14th( ii.J ), 79 at Sweethope and 55 a t each of Hallington and Col~ Crag on 23rd(LGM), 40 a t Seaton Burn on 28th(ii.J). Broods of young noted at Whittle Dene (1) and Halleypike (2). Offshore records involved 1 off Hauxley on 5th and 12N and 1S off Seaton Sluice on 4 da tes after 14th. 
Pocha rd. 
20 on Northumbrian Lou.ghs on Hith incrreased to 35 by 31st ( LGM). 17 at Seat on Burn on 2·1th ( IK). 2 at Arcot Hall on 7th when 8 at Gosforth. Thereafter up to 10 at 5 other waters. Offshore r ecords involved 6N off Seaton Sluice on 30th and 1N Warkworth on 30th. 
Goldeneye. · 
1S off Seaton Sluice on 16th(K'N) 1 at Wa shington 20th..:.28th(:~T), 3 at Colt Crag 23rd 
Long-tailed Duck. ( LGM). 
2N Hauxley on 31st(HRS). 
Velvet Seat er. 
Singles N off Seaton Sluice and Hauxley on 17th(HRS/KW ). 
Common Seater. 
Off Sea ton Sluice 980N and 164S durin.g month with peak of 170N on 30th/31st( KW). 
Red-breasted Merganser. 
40 off Ross on 17th(LGM) and off Seaton Sluice 4N on 17th and 1N on 31st(KW). 
Goosander. 
20 at Bardon Mill on 1 Oth(LGM) a nd 1 at I\'arkworth on 31 st(HRS). 
Shelduck. 
Continued mo ult migr ation r esulted in up to 10 being note1 off Seaton Sluice on 5 dates and 1 at Arcot Hall on 20th. 
Egyptian Goose . 
1 in Swee thope/Colt Crag a rea 16th/23rd. 
Canada Goose. 
82 at Colt Crag on 22nd(RW)was largest c ount 
Cresswell from the E, 1 of which was ringed. 
were perhaps the same birds moving S(ERM). 
Mut e Swan. 
3 cygnets at Bolam a nd 5 at Newton Pool.- 2 -

from that area. On 26th 2 arrived at 
Lat er the same day 2 near Backworth 

/ Buzzard 



Buzzard. 
2 in Alwinton area on 24tb( SA ). 

Sparrowhawk. 
Of the many r eports of 1-2 birds 1 chasing a Turnstone over the sea at Craster bn 

21st was the most i nt er esting . The Turnstone escaped! 

Goshawk. 
1 c hasing pi geons over Bl anchland on 27tb(per BL), 

Osprey. 
1 at Hallington on 15tb(RW) and possibly th e same a t Colt Crag on 27tb(per RW). 

Peregrine . 
1 beins mobbed by 5 Kestrels over R,Irtbing in SW Northumberland on 25tb(LGM),. 

Merlin. 
Dispersal f rom the bills a nd passage of N birds r esult ed in singles a t Budle Bay, 

Washingt on ann Hallington after 14th with 2 nea r Backwortb on 31st. 

Kestrel. 
13 along short stretch of R. Irtbing in SW Northll..rnbe:rland on 25th( LGM) • On 23rd 2 

arrive~ from the E at Cres swell, 1 being mobbed by Kittiwakes(BG), 

Corncrake. 
Pair br ed successfully in Hexbamshire ( per BL) and an adult with 1 yqung at 

Battlesbiel in Upper Coquetdale in early August(per JCD). 

Coat. 
240 at Seaton Burn on 12th(AJ) reducing to 50 by 22nd then 180 on 28th, 200 at · 

Broomlee on 16tb(LGM) and 250 there by 31st. 95 at Holywell on 24th. 

Oyst ercatcher. 
450 off Ho ly Island, on the Black Law on 17tb(LGM ). 
( MSH ) and 150 at St.Mary's(BG). 70-80 at Cresswell 
7th a nd 42 at Warkwortb on 31st. 

On 25th/26th 150 at Budle Bay 
23rd/24tb, 90 at Hauxley on 

~anwing . 

2500 at the Long Nanny on 
Druridge on 25th(BG/LGM). 
(MH) aft er mid month. Up 
Haltwbistle. 

Ringed Plover. 

24th( BG ) with 1500 a t Whittle Dene on 23rd and a t £ 

500 near Benton on 20tb(MSH) and 400-450 in Blaydon area 
to 300 at many other localities a s far inland ae 

180 at the Long Nanny on 24tb(BG), 50 in Ross area on 8th and 17th(LGMBU), 40 at 

Wa rkwortb on 31st( BG ) and 20 at St.Mary's 26tb-30yh( MSH ). Inland up to 7 near 

Backworth and a t Washingt on most of month. 3 colour ringed birds noted at Ross on 

Littl e Ringen Plover. 
17th( BU). 

At Washington an adult on 5th-7th and an imma ture 15tb-2 8tb( WWR), 

Grey Plover. 
92 at Ross on 17th(LGM ) a nd 21 in Bud l e Bay on 25tb(MSH), 1-2 a t Hauxley 24th-26th 

(HRS) and 1 inland over Ho lywell Pond on 28th(BU). 

Golden .Plover. 
During f rst week 43 0 in Budl e Bay ( BU ) and 200 a t Whittle Dene(JSB), An apparent 

influx after mid month with 2500 at I,ong Nanny on 24tb(BG), 1500 at Whittle Dene 

on 23rd(WAK ), 1000 in Budle Bay on 28th and up to 600 in Ha uxley/Druridge area, 

On 31st 300 on Holy I s l and (IK) a nd 2 flocks, each of 500,arrived high from the NW 
over Morpeth( BG). 

Turnstone. 
Between 5th-8th flocks of up to 12 in Seahous es / Bamburgb area(BU). 40 at Cresswell 

17tb inc. to 200 by 23rd, At St.Mary's up to 200 between 26th-30th(BG). An ' J. 

unusual number of inla nd reports i ndicated overla nd passage with 1 a t Washington on 

5th(WWR), 5 a t H11llington on 9tb(JSB), 1 a t Seat on Burn on 14th was later found 

enta ngled in a fishing line on 20th but successfully r e l eased(l,J/ERM) anr1 1 a t 
Swalwell on 17th(MH). 

Common Snipe. 
Well reported in parti es of up to 35 as migr a tion progressed, being noted a longside 

12 different waters i n coa sta l areas. Lar ges t numb ers occurred at Ellington, Monks! 

House, Holy Isl!tnd and Walbottle . - 3 - /Curlew 



Curlew. 
~~argest concentrations occurre ~ in the Ross/Bunle aren with at least 450 there 
on 1' tb(LGM). 55 were at the Long Nanny on 24tb(B&) and 30 gathered at the 
traditional inland haunt on the R.Coquet at Holystone on 10tb(BG). 

Whimbrel. . 
Small numb ers noted all along the coast but from the intensively watched Seaton 
Sluice 31N and 85S during month with 296 in a flock on 6th and 38S on 15th(KW et al~ 
~t Hauxley 34 noted during month mainly passing s. 
Black-tailed Godwit. 
2 in Budle Bay on Gth(BU) and 1 at W;o. llsend Swa llow on 21st(PD). 

B~r-tailed Go~wit. 

400 at Ross on 17tb(LGM) after 15 bad ' been seeu in Budle Bay on Sth(BU). 1-2 at 
Bamburgb, Newton, Hauxley and Seaton Sluice between 2nd-16th but a small influx 
was .. suggested on 29i;h/'30tb when 9 were at ~lnmouth, 5 at Warl<:worth and 18 at 

St.Mary's. 
Green Sandpiper. 
W8i'i reported throughout the month with .at l e13.st 43 individuals involved at a total 
of 16 lo~a1ities. Most reports were of 1-3, but 4 were at each of Holystone .in 
Upper Coquetdale(10th) and Baekworth( gth) with up to 5 at Swalwell, Kirkley and 
Wa llsenn Swallow and 6 at Washington(5th). 

wood ;:;and 2.1-.E.~ 
l\.11 reports were between Sth-21Hh with 1-2 at Washington, Wallsend, Backworth, 
Wwalwell, Cresswell and Monks'House. No more than 10 individuals were involved. 

Common Sa~qpiper. 
Widely reported in groups of up to 6, especially before 20th. Th e more int eresting 
reports involved a flock of 12 gaining height at dusk over Lynemouth on 5th before 
making off S calling exci ted.ly( BG/RGL) and ~" party of 4 landing on a road in Whitley 
Bay during heavy rain on 30th with some perching on garden walls!(CED). 

Reil. shank. 
A suggestion of p~ssage late in the month with 500 at Cresswell on 25th(MSH) and 
410 at Wa rkworth on J1st(BG/ERM et al.) 

~otted Redshank. 
Very f ew r eports. 
were of singles at 
and Seaton Sluice. 

Gre enshank. 

With the exception of 3 at Washington on 28th(LGM), all others 
Monks'House, Hauxley, Warkworth, Budle Bay, Cresswell, Holywell 

Many r eports! of single birds though up to . 3 were not uncommon• 13 at Holy Island 
on 31st was unusually large flock(IK), whilst up to S. were note r> at Washington and 
up to 4 at Colt Crag . They are also attracted to river banks with 5 in a 6 mile 
stretch of the R.Irthing o ~ 25th(LGM) and 1 at Holystone on R.Coquet on 10th. 

Knot~ 

15 at Bambmrgh 12th and 16th(BS/ERM), 45 at Cresswell on 23rd and 30 at Warkworth 
on 30th. 1-7 noted a t St.Mary's, Hauxley and Newton between ~ 4th-30th. 

Purple Sandpiper. 
Only report was of 5 at Craster on 23rd(BH). 

Little S.tint. · 
Many - ~eports during an influx that qommenced with 1 at Ross on Bth(BU) followed by 
1 at Mo nks ';Hous.e on 13th( WAK). By 18th 2 were at Cresswell( JNP/ AH) where they 
increased to 9 on 23rd and to 27 by 31st, including a flock of 19(ERM/MSH/BG et al.) 
Another larg e gathering of 14 was located at Warkwortb on 30th where 5-6 bad been 
present from 24th(JEF/HRS). ~part from 1-2 at 1.Va shington after 19th all other 

r sightings were made between 24th-31st with 1-6 on the coast at Newton, St.Mary's, 
Lynemouth and inland at R~ckworth, Arcot Hall, Derwent Reso and Grindon Lough. 

Temminck's Stint. 
The bird seen nenr Backworth in late July remained throughout August and completed 
its moult into winter plumage(JEF et al.). Another was at Monks'House Pool between 
14 th-1 flth ( ERM/WAK/BG). 

Pectoral Sandpiper. 
1 was seen with Dunlin a~ Monks'House Pool on 2nd(WSC). 
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Dunlin. 
700 at R.)S '3 on 8th increased to 11.1.00 by 12th( BU). 50-100 were noted at Long Nanny, 
Newton, Warkworth and Cresswell particularly lat e in the month when up to 200 
gathered at St.Mary's(BG et al.). Inland up t o 10 were noted at Hamsterley Mill, 
Whittle Dene and ' rc ot Ball. During June/July 21-22 pairs were found breeding in 
Northumberland, 5 of which were at sites not rec orded in 1973/1974. - . 
Curlew Sandpiper. 
1 at Washington on 11th(PD) heralded an influx which was most apparent from 24th. 
Between 10-18 were at Warkworth and up t o 8 were at Cresswell. 1-3 were at 
Backworth, Hauxley and St.M::try's with 1 inlnnd at Derwent Res.. The larges t number 
occurred on 31st. 

Sander ling . 
8 a t Hc:uxley on 3rd( HRS) increasing t o 20 by 29th. 10 at Ross on 8th(BU) and 24 at 
Chevington next day(BG) when 2 at Lyhemouth. At St.Mary's 10 on 26th increased to 
30 by 31st ( BG/EWL/ JPD). 

Buff-breaste~ SandpiEer. 
On 31st 1 was watch ed a t clos e r ange at Cresswell f or about 5 minutes(MSH). This 
is the fourth record for Northumberland. The same bird, or perhaps another, was 
seen feeding with Golden Plover near Hadston, about 3 miles N, on 13th Sept.(BL). 

Ruff. 
Well rep orted though in fewer numbers than in recent years. The largest gatherings 
were of 14 at Cresswell on 31st( MSH et al.) with up to 10 there, at Monks'House and 
at Washington. 1-5 were not uncommon alongside waters as far inland as Grindon, 
especially from mid month. 

Red-necked Phalarope • . 
1 was watched both swimming and resting on the shore at Ross on Bth(BU). 

Arctic Skua. 
As usual most were r eported from the intensively w~tched Seaton Sluice, although 
very few were not en until after 15th. Monthly total was 271 N and ·25·8S with peaks 
of52S on 16th and 106N a nd 98S on 30th(~N et al.). Small numbers noted off 
Cresswell, Hauxley, B.<:unburgh and Holy Isla~d. 

Great Skua. 
Off Seaton Sluice 45N and 6S during month with peak of 29N on 31st( KW et aL). 
Only other report was of 1 off Hauxley on 31st(HRS). 

Pomarine 3kua. 
On 4 days between 17th-31st inclusive JN A.nd 3S off 3eaton Sluice. 

Long-tailed 3~ 
Off Seaton Sluice ah adult N(KW) a nd an immature S on 30th(ERM/K'N). 

Great Black-backed Gull. 
A flock of 300 adults at the Long Nrmny nr. Beadnell on 24th( BG). 

Lesser Black-backed Gull. 
A locally bred · amily party seen on Whitfield Moor on 10th(LGM). 

Common Gull. 
The 'July arrival' continued with 50 adults near Jesmond Dene on 2nd when small 
numbers were ~poving W over Northumbrian Loughs/Vifark Forest. By 21st 340 adults in 
Whitley Bay( ERM/LGM/ERM). 

Lau ; hing Gull. 
On 30th 2 first year birds were watched for some time as they rested on the beach 
at Hauxley(BL/DPM). This is the first recorn for Northumberland and only tb e 
seventh for Britain of this rare visitor from America. 

Little Gull. 
Off Seaton Sluice 23 on 3rd, 23 on 16th, 3N on 30th and 11N on J1st(K\V et al.). 
Included in the counts were 5 adults. Inland an adult at Holywell 1st-10th and 26th 
and another at Wallsend Swallow 8th-22nd(CED/PD/AJ). 

Kittiwake. 
Flock of 500 resting on the shore at St.Mary's on JOth(MSH). 
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Black Tern. 
Between 13th-16th singles at Gosforth, Seaton Burn and St.Mary's. Between 23rd-
26th singles N off Hauxley, Cresswell and St.Mary's and, on 31st, 1 at Derwent Res. 

Commic Tern. 
Further evidence inriicatinc that overland passage is regular involved sightings of 
25SW at dusk near Chell!ington on 1st(BG/ERM ) with 1-2 at Seaton Burn, Blaydon and 
Holywell between 14th-26th. Washington Refuge attracted at least 30 most of the 
month with a peak of 125 on 7th(~NR). At the coast 200 rested on the beach at 
Chevington on 9th(BG) with steady N passage off Hauxley on 17th reversing to steady 
S off Cresswell on 23rd. 

Roseate Tern. 
A few noted off Seaton Sluice and Hauxley during month. 

Sandwich Tern. 
100 rested on the beach at Chevington on 9th and steady S movement off Lynemouth 
on 11th ( BG) • 

Black Guillemot. 
An adult in breeding plumage noted S off Newton on 14th(ERM). 

Turtle Dove. 
1 in Whitley Bay Cemetery on 8th and 1 at Seaton Sluice on 17th(K#). 

Cuckoo. 
1 qt Cresswell on 2nd(JPD/EML), 1 at Whitfield Lough on 10th, 1 on Holy Island on 
15th(BL) and 31st(IK), 1 near Morpeth on 25th(B&ME). 

Barn Owl. 
1 seen in Wallsend(PD) and at Druridge 3 young fledged from a nest 14th-16th(JNP). 

Little Owl. 
Only report was of 1 in Holywell/Seaton Sluice area in mi d month(JEF). 

Short-earer~ Owl~ 
1-2 at Wallsend Swallow from Bth(BB/AJ/PD), 1 near Kirkley on 17th(EID~) and 2 well 
inland at Threestone Burn on 5th(JCD). 

Swallow. 
1 pair reared 3 broods totalling 13 young found near Riding Mill and in same 
g eneral area 7 pairs reared broods of 6 young - a very good breeding season! 

-·· -
At Chevington 400 roosted on 1st decreasing to 100 by 6th(BG/ERM) whilst the roost 
at Blaydon attracted 300 on 23rd-26th increasing to 500 by 31st(LJM). Passage was 
observer} on 23rd/24th when a flock of 120 were fee ding low over sea near Newton 
before moving off S, at least 200 at Craster, 400 over Seaton Burn(included some 
Sand Martins) and moving steadily S at Cresswell(BG/BH/IK). On 27th 300 at 
Bamburgh(MSH). 

House Martin. 
Approx. 30 nests at Colt Crag on 23rd(LGM). 

Sand Martin. 
Colony of 8/9 nests in sand dunes at Ross on 17th(LGM). 50 roosting with Swallows 
at Blaydon on 23rd(LJM). 1 at Warkworth on 31st(BG/ERM). 

Swift. 
Large Dopulations noted in Blaydon, Stocksfield and Prudhoe areas(BL/EID~). A 
general departure from the nest sites was apparent from 9th with only 3 left at 
Blaydon by 23rd(L~I). On 30th/31st 2-3 at Seaton Sluice and Holy Island(KW/IK). 

Kingfisher. 
1-2 noten at Mitford, Riding Mill, Alwinton, Blaydon and Washington Refnge. 

Green Woodpecker. 
As is usual noted in College Valley and Harthope Valley. 

Great Spotted Woodpec~ 
1 visiting a bird table at Hamsterley Mill during first week(EP) and 2 juveniles 
only at Holy Island on 31st(IK). 

Marsh Tit. 
Noted near Mitford. 

Mistle Thrush. 
Flocks of 15 in N.Shields from 15th(JSS) and 35m~ nr. Ridi~ Mill on 18th(BL). 
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Fieldfare. 
5 early birds on Ho ly Isla nd on 31st(IK). 

Wheat ear. 
Small numbers in coasta l districts a ll mont h with peaks of 20 at Craster on 23rd ­
(BH) and 20 in St, MG.ry's area on 30th/31sttPD/MSH) wh en small numeers were 
conspicuous at Holy Isl~nd, Hauxl ey a nf Tyncmo uth. 

Stonechat, 
Haltwhistle is yet another inland site where it was established 
(LGM). A pai·r i'Jtill feaai:Qg freshly fledged young at Cresswell 

Whinchat, 

. .. 
that a pair bred 
on 17th(BG/ERM/RW/ 

. . JPD/EML). 

A distinct influx ,on 23rd/24th when 25 at Wnllsend Svro.llow, 15 near Ha.uxley and 6 
~t Holywello · On 30th 6 arrived at Tynemouth after heavy rain. 

Redstart. 
A family of 6 at Craster on 23rd is a very late example of breeding if they had 
been reared locally'( BH) and further singles were noted in breeding habitat i 'n the 
Pontela nd area on 27th(AKI) and on 30th(IK). Single migrants noted at Seaton 
Sluice on 14th(JEF) and tn both Blyth and Whitley Bay Cemeteries on 30th(ID/ERM/ 

r CED), 
Grasshopper Warbler, 
1 singing near Ebchester on 7th(per BL), 

Reed Warbl er. 
An a dult was trapped at Ch evington on 1st(HRS) whilst unstreaked acrocephalus 
warblers, probably Reed, were noted at Hauxley( 1 on 16th) and at Newton Po.ol (2-3 on 
28th) (HRS/JEF/WAK), . ., r ' ' 

Sedge Warbler. 
At lea~t 40 at Blaydon on 2nd(~JM) with ab out 20 in Chevington area . same day(BG/ERM) 
Still fe eding young a t Bamburgli, "Newton and Hauxley at end of month~ 

. Ble.c kcap. 
Single migrant at Hauxley on 5th(HRS) with 1 a t Hamsterley Mill on 9th and 17th(EP) 
and :!? at Craster on 23rg(BH). 

Barred Warbler, 
1 near Ha uxley on 24th 8.nd an influx was suggested on 30th/J1 st when about 8 were 
on Holy Island, including a party of ·6(IK/KH), 2 ~ were at Hauxley(HRS) and 1 was at 
Seaton Sluice(BG/KW et al,). 

Garden Warbler. . 
. Betwe en~ 27th-31st - 1-3 migrants at Bamb~rgh, Holy Isl~nd and Hauxley. 

' Whitethroat, 
Still in evidence until · l a te in the month with 10 in Cresswell area on 29th(IK). 

Lesser Whitethroat, 
1 at Blaydon on 17th(BL) and on 22nd 1 at Walbo ttle( MH) and 1 at Hc..rtley(PD), 

Wood · Warbler. • · · 
About 15 singing males noted in Dipt on area puring summer(BL), 

Spotted Flycatcher~ 
Noted to be scarce as a breeding species in some areas but common in oth ers. 

Pied Flycatcher, 
Steady passage in very sma ll numbers through coastal a reas from 6th wi t ·h 1-4 at 
many points, especially 30th/31st~ . ·· . , 

Red-breast.ed Flycatcher. 
1 in Priors Park, Tynemouth on J,Oth/31 st ( AB/KG.D) o 

Meadow Pipit, 
A bird still feeding young at Cresswel-l on 24 th(MSH). 

Tree Pipit. 
A very good breeding season was observed in s ome areas(BL). 

Pied 'Nagtail. 
Steady passag e_ was sugge sted by parties of 1D-40 occurring at Monks'House, Newton, 
Cresswell, Lynemouth, Whitley Ba.y and inland at Kirkley betwe en 16th-24th( BG/ERM), 
A roost at Blaydon built up from 100 On 9th to 300 by 26th(LJM), 
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White Wagtail. 
' ~ . ) 

An adult at ChevifigtOh on 2nd(BG). 

Grey Wagtail. 
Away from breeding areas· t-~ at WaShington~ Dentort and Swalwell. 

Yellow Wagtail. 
Roost of 200-JOO ·at Blaydon 2nd-26th(LJM). 'l 

Red-backed Shrike. 
An immature on Holy Island on 31st(IK/KH). 

Goldfinch. 
A very successful breeding season wit h pairs rearing young in centre of Newcastle 

Resultant large flocks were of 80 at Whitley Bay on 30th(BG) and 45 at Dinnington 

on 26th( ERM). 

Si skin. 
Probably bred in Dipton/Slaley area(BL} as well as in more usual a~eas in the w. 

Linnet. 
300-400 in both Cresswell and Hauxley areas most of ·month with 100-120 at Bamburgh 

on 17th and Kirkley on 20th. 

·Redpoll. 
Large flocks in Hamsterley Mill area. 

Crossbill. 
'1' . ' 

2 near Falstone on Jrd(LGM). 

Cha:ffinch. 
A 'leucistic' bird noted in a flock of JO at Falstone on 18th(ERM). 

"r I • 

On.ission: . . 
-... 

WillOW' ~B:rl51er. ··· -· · 

Conspicuous falls ·of migrants at Hauxley on 16th(29) ~nd on 30th/31st at ~~itley . 

Bay(JDMcE et al.) and Holy Island(IK). 
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All September records to Bryan Galloway, 3 Grosvenor Court, Westerhope, Newcastle 

upon Tyne NE5 1 RX by 9th Oct. please. S.A.E. for supply of record .cards., 

Any correspondence relating to Bulletin/Annual Report distribution, address changes 

etc., should be sent to Keith Walton, S1 Beachcroft Avenue, Tynemouth. 
, 

CLUB NEWS & NOTES 

Annual General meeting. Thursday, 9th October at 7 .15pm . . 

Nominations for the committee shouln be sent to John Ginnever (preferably usi~ the 

fer.~ ~~tac~ed t~ th~ Jul~ bulleti~), to arr,ve a~, least 24 hours before the meeting. 

We look forward to a large attendance and hope that members will take the , •c··-··- . . ~r 

opportunity of voicing their opinion~ of the present state of the T.B.C. Without · 

'feedback' and ideas from the general membership it is difficult for a committee to 

know if the full potential of the club is being utilised. 

ERIC BIRD has kindly agreed to be ·on hand to instruct and entertain you when the 

election procedure has been completed. Ermc's films, whether made locally or 

abroad, are always excellent, as member.s who have seen them will know already. 

James Deacon, signed prints~ 
The limited edition of 50 copies.·each-t of three subjects, will be available at the 
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Club News & Notes cont/ 
club meeting. Response ·"r om within the club has been good, but copies of Merlin, 
Long-eared Owl and Gare~ney are still available. It woul~ help considerably if 
members who intend t o c ollect the prints already ordered c ould bring envelope or 
wrapper to take 12t" x 10f11 prints. 

Whitley Bay Sports Council. 
Our application to 4oin the organisation has been acc epted and, as a result, we 
hope to announce some interesti~g developments in the near future. 

SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR 197>:)/76 are NOW DUE 

TREASURERS REPORT & STATEMENT 07 ACCOUNTS 

The pressures of inflation have continued to stretch the Club's financial resources. 
In spite of this your committee fe e l able to announce that subscriptions will 
remain at their present levels for at least the next financial year, 

In the Treasurers Report presented to the 1974 Annual General Meeting it was stated 
that the committee would explore every means of reducing costs and raising furth er 
income. This policy has been pursued and th e generous financial guarantee from the 
North Tyneside Recreation Committee, who have pledged to underwrite any loss to the 
Club in respect of 'Birds in Northumbria', is a most important development. The 
distribution of the · Bu~letin by hand has proved very successful with approximately 
100 Bulletins (half th e monthly total) being di~tributed to members by this method. 
Th e committ e e are extremely grateful to those who help with this scheme which has 
s a ved the Club over £50 in postag e during the nine months or so that it has been in 
operation. ~t - is hoped that during the comin3 year even more Bulletins will be 
delivered in this way. 

Encouraging• as thes e developments are, there is little doubt that the Club's 
finances will be faced with further strain as costs continue to rise, e.g. the 
forthcoming increase in postal charges will come into force right at the beginning 
of the new finqncial year. For this r eason your committee will continue to review 
the Club 's financial position at regular intervals throughout the year. 

At th e present time our greatest asset is the annual 'Birds in Northumbria'. Each 
year th e Club must seli between 300 and 400 copies, over and above those supplie d 
to members and to other r organisations. If each member can sell just one copy of 
the report, the Club will be able to ent er the year :i,.n a much healthier financial 
poei ti 6n .. 

The following statement of accounts has been forwarded for auditing 
' 

to Gallon Lee & go., Chart er ed Acc ountants. 

I ,I\ 

.. . 

. ' 
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Receipts and Payments Acc Gunt 

Ist October 1974 to 30th September 1975 

Cash in hand and at Bank - 1st October 1974 

Receipts ;- Membership subscriptions 

Sales of 'Birds in Northumbria 1911 

S~le of Clu) badges 

Bank interest 

1972 

1973 

1974 

Wildfowl Trust Subscriptions 

Advanced sale of J.Deacon prints 

Sales of Breeding Su~vey 

Sundries 

)~12. 00 

1 oOO 

10.90 

155.24 

1.70 

20.20 

10.22 

7.50 

6.00 

3.35 

4.40 

£ 53.10 

732.51 

£ 785.61 

----------------------------~------------
Payments :- Production and distribution 

of Bulletf~ 
' .. t 

New record cards 

Visiting speakers 

Advanced booking : coach hire 

Secretary's expenses 

Typist and art work 1974 'Birds 
in Northumbria' 

Hire of RSPB films 

Stationery : Great Crested Grebe 
Survey 

Seaton Sluice Observatory expenses 

Advertisement in 'Birds' 

Lecture Hall expenses 

Sundries 

Balance in hand 30th September 1975 

Cash at Bank 

Cash in hand 
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152.61 

33.75 

28.00 

26.10 

21.50 

20.00 

14.80 

6.71 

6.00 

5.00 

12.88 

3.79 

372.72 

81.75 
£ 454.47 

B.Martin & J.C.Day 



BIRD CLUB 

September 1975 

SUMMA T?.Y 
In a month that was dominated initially by anticyclonic weather and then by an 
airstream from a westerly quarter no large scale arrivals of continental uligr€1-nts .... 

took place. 

Between 1st-7th, Little §tints and Curl ew Sandpipers reached peak numbers while the 
Temminck's Stint r emained in the area. TeRl, Wi geo n and Arctic Skuas were 
conspicuous moving N. and 2 Sabine's Gulls were noted. Residual Barrer Warblers 
were on Holy Island where, during the next few days, a Red-backed Shrike was seen. 
It was also during this mid month period that both Great Grey and Lesser Grey 
Shrike ware .. reported. The weekend of 13th/1 4th producerl a good movement of 
Shearwat ers and Great Skuas into strong N.N. W. winds. Also reported were another 
Sabine's Gull, a Buff-breaster Sandpiper and 4 Dotterel. Hirundines were p~ssing, 

S. in numbers mo c~t of the month, especia lly 20th/21st and 2 large Swallow roosts 
were located. 

During the last few days an assortment of interesting records included Barred and 
Yellow-brewed Warblers, the first Redwings, Snow Bunting, Whooper Swans and Geese 
and an unusually large concentration og Goosanders. 

CLASSIFIED LIST 
Diver (sp.) 
1 off Holy Island on 1st and between 7th-28th up to 9 per day off Hauxley and 
Seaton Sluice. On 28th about 20 off Cresswell. Some were identified as _ 
Red-throated. 

Great Northern Diver. 
3 off St.Mary's on 4th(EP) and 6 off Cresswell on 28th(~N). 

Grea t Crested Grebe. 
Well r 8ported. Colt Crag continued to attract largest numbers with 15 ther n on 1st 
( RW) r e·'lucing to 5 "· 6 after 11th, Up to 6 at Whittle Dene during mon.th( E~S et al.) 
with 1-2 at Ballington, Tunstall and Smiddyshaw. Offshore 2N Hauxley on 14th, 1N 
D~nstanburgh on 21st and 1N Beaten Sluice on 27th. 

Little Grebe. 
30 at Colt Crag on 10th( MR ) and 24 at Northumbrian Lough s on 13th( LGM). 10 at 
Cresswell Pond on 27th(BG) and up to 6 at Holywell, Westerhope, Wallington, 
Hallington, Hazelrigg, Whittle Dene and Tunstall. 

Manx Shearwater. 
Off Seaton silii'Ce a total of 60N between 7th-28th with peak on 13th/1 4th of 47(.KW 

et al.). Smaller numbers noted off Hauxley, Bamburgh and St.Mary's. 

Soo~earwater. 

Noted off Cresswell(ID), St.Mary's(BG) and Seaton Sluice(BG/KW) wi~h counts at the 
latter involving 5N on 7th, 18N on 13th, 6N on 14th and 1N o~ 27th. 

Fulmar. 
Off Hauxley 40/hr Non 2nd and 60/hr Non 7th(HRS). Off Seaton Sluice 20N on 13th ·­
(BG) a nd 41S on 27th(KW). 

Gannet. 
Heavy passage N noted on several dates, especially in first ) .. hours after dawn. 

On 7th 912 off Seaton Sluice with 535 off Hauxley in 1t hours. On 14th 1200N off 
Seaton Sluice. Sma ller numbers noted off Holy Island. 

Cormorant. 
200-300 roosting on Marsden Rock during first pac>t of month(TH\Ii). Southerly passage 

was apparent off Seaton Sluice on 12th when 35S and off Hauxley on 14th when 258 
and on 2.'3th when small parties pass ed s. 22 on Jarrow Slake on 12th( BE), 1-4 at 
Washington all month(WWR) a nd 1 at Co ly Crag on 17th(CMA). 

Shag. 
~ suggestion of S passage off Hauxley on 14th(HRS ). 
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Heron. 
Largest gathering was of 7 at HRllin3;ton on 17tb(CI\fiA ). Birds arrlVlng from the E 

at the coast involved 4 at Warkworth on 3rr1(BG), 1 at Newton on 13th(KR), and 3 at 

St.Mary's on 21st(JDMcE). Up to 5 not ed a t eleven other localities inland and at · 
the coast. 

Pelican. 
Still present at Warkworth(JRN). 

Flamingo. 
1 at Cresswell on 20tb( AD) - an escape! 

Malla.rd. 
Largest counts were 272 at Northumbrian Loughs on 27th(LGM), 250 at Holywell on 8th 

(CED), 180 at Whittle Dene on 21st(AJR), 100 near Kirkley on 9th(ERM) and 140 at 

Pawston on 28th(LGM). Offshore passage involved 72N and 27S off Seaton Sluice 
during month(KW et al.) 

Teal. 
Well reported as return passage progressed. Inland concentrations included 120 at 

Holywell on 28th(CED), 120 near Kirkley on 9th(ERM), 95 at Colt Crag on 10th(MR), 
80 ~1 Gringop on 27th(LGW. ) and 60 at Font Reservoir on 21st. Offshore passage was 

heavy with a 1total of 759N and 131S off Seaton Sluice duriw3 month with similar 

numbers off Hauxley. The peak took place on 7th with 372Nwith only 29S. 

Gargane:v. 
1 in wing moult at Cresswell on 2nd(BG) and 1-2 at Washington on 9th/10th(AT). 

Gadwall. 
A pair at Cresswell on 6th(ID1/LGM). 

Wigeon. 
During a steady return passage the largest numbers were seen moving N offshore. At 

Seat on Sluice 736N and 176S during month, with peaks on 7th( 280N), 20th( 143N and 
1508) and 27th(108Nl. Up to 10 were on many waters during :first half of month but 
largest conc entration was noted on Northumbrian Loughs with 64 on 13th and ~"':0 on 

Pint ail. 
27th(LGM). 

On 7th 7S off Seaton Sluice(KW) and 1N off Hauxley(HRS). 5n 13th 8N Seaton Sluice 
(BG) and on 27th 3 at Shield on the Wall(LGM). 

Shovel er. 
Largest counts were at Gosforth Park where 37 were noted on 21st(LGM) with 16 at 

nearby Seaton Burn on 6th(ERM). 13 at Gri.ndon on 27th/28th(LGM/AJR) and singles at 
Cresswell, Capheaton and off Hauxley between 1st-1 4th. 

Scaup. 
A drake at Monks House on 15th(CM/\. ). 

Tufted Duck. 
72 at Whittle Dene on 6th(EAS ) was largest r eport ed gathering .• Up t o 40 at Gosforth 
and Northumbrian Loughs. 

Pochard. . 
The usual mid Sept ember passag e was illustrated by 85-87 at Northumbrian Loughs 13th 

and 27th(LGM) and 45 a t Gosforth on 21st(LGM/AJm). Be tween 8th-24th 1-3 at Whittle 
Dene, Holywell, Coldrife and Seaton Sluice. 

Go'ldeneye . 
1 a t Cresswell on 2nd(BG), 1 at Colt Crag on 10th(MR) and 1 a t Grindon on 28th( AJR). 

Long-tail~d Duck. 
1 off Cresswell on 6th(PD) and off Seat on Sluice/St.Mary's 4N on 12th and 3N on 20th 

Velvet Scoter. 
( BG/KW). 

Betwee n 13th-20th 3N off Hauxley ~nd 9N off Seaton Sluice. 

Common Seater. 
Off Seat on Sluice during mont h 222N a nd 11 S( K'N et al.) 

Red-breasted Merganser. 
3 in Budle Bay 12th-16th( AJm) A.nd off Seaton Sluic e 2 on 14th and ,~ s on 20th(KW). 
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Goosander. 
The largest gatherings occurred at Tunstall with 37 on 1st increasing to 89 by 29th 
(THW). Between 8th-28th up to 9 at Der,Nent, Grindon, Colt Crag, Bardon Mill and 
Warden. 

Shelduck. . ... 

Small numbers associated with moult migration:involved 1-3 off Hauxley, Seaton 
Sluice, at Monks House and near BackWJrth between 6th-28th. · 

Grey Geese (sp.) 
298 off Seat on Sluice on 28th(HGL/KW). j -

Greylag Goose. 
A pale bird with a ·white neck and head off Hauxley on 1;Hh(HRS). At Hos e law," . just 
over the Scottish border, 14 on .14th(.WLR) and 400 ,present by 28th(LGM et al.) 

Egyptian Goose. 
1 at Colt Crag on 10th( J\iR) o.nr1. 1 at Washington Refuge 16th-3p.th(WWR). 

Canada Goose. 
150 at ,Colt Crag on 2nd( RG/WB:) is pr·obablt J:argest concentration in that a;rea: -1. at 
Newton on 28th(KW). 

Whooper Swan. 
First noted on 27th when 4 at Holy Islnnd(Wl~K). Next day 16 at Holy Isln.nd(LGM et . 
al.) and 5' at Cresswell( BG/BScME/RW/KW) • . All were adults. 

Buzzard. 
Singles at Gosforth Park on 1st(EH/JP) and at Whittle Dene on 8th(AKI). 2 at 
Blanchland on 17th(per ·BL). 

Sparrowhawk. 
1-2 noted at Craster, Hauxley, · Wooler, Falstone, Ponteland, Holywell, Kirkley, .­
Pauperhaugh and Bardon Mill. 

Peregrine. _ 
2 in Cheviots on 10th(JKJ) and 1 near Elsdon on 24th(per BL). 

Merlin. 
Singles at ~iJashington on 1 fth(WWR),. Backworth on 12t{l( BG), Haughton Common on 27th 
(LGM) and near Alnmouth on 28th(WAK). 

Kestrel. 
Well re-ported throughout area, in 'parti.es' of up to 6. 

Black Gro~ 

1 arrived from E at Hauxley 
on 20th. 

Noted as usual on Ott erburn ranges. 

Coot. · ( 
300 at Seaton Burn on h.th(ERM) and a t Broomlee Lou ~h 300-310 on 13th and 27th(LGM). 
On 14th 110-120 at each of Wingates ( RGL) rmd Holywell( CED). 

Oystercatcher.., 
180 at St.Mary's on 12th(BG). '. ·t 

Lapwing~ 

Only reported flocks ·were 800 at Embleton on 12th(BE) and 2000 at Druridge on 28th 
Ringed Plover. 
94 at the Long · Nanny on 7th ( LGM). 
at Jarrow Slake ' 12th-1 4th(BE). 

Grey Plover. 

I (KW/B&ME). 

40-45 a t Hauxley on 7th-11th(HRS) and up to 20 

Up to 3 J.t Barwick, Ha uxley, Budle Bay, Cresswell, Newton, Seaton Sluice and .St. 
Mary's after 12th. rnland re.Ports ivolved 6 over Washington on . ~5th with 1. there 
16th-28th(WNR/MMcC), . 1 at Arc<:_Jt Hall .on 20th and 1 at Hazelri'gg on . 21Hh(BM) •. , 

Golden Plover. 
Some large flocks. 1000 in Druridge area on 13th(BG/ERM) increased to 3000 by 28th ... 
(BM/KW et al.). 1500 in Bud le Bay on 8th-16th(AJm), a t Embleton on 12th( BE) and , at 
Hadston on 14th(HRS). 1000 at Lo~~ Nanny on 7th(LGM) and at Jarrow Slake on 12th 
(BE). Up to 500 a t Boulmer; Benton, Blyth, N.Sunderland, Holy Isla nd nnd Whittle 
Dotterel. Dene. 
~ery rare occurrence in th e county of 4, an adult and 3 imma tures, nr.Hauxley on 
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Turnstone. 
An inland occurrence of 1 at Hazlerigg on 10th(BM). 

Common Snipe. 
40 at each of Walbottle on 28th(MH) and 'Nashington all month(WWR). Up to 20 at many 
other suitable waters with probable im~igrnnts noted at Hauxley and St.Mary's on 

20th. 
Woodcock. 
Only report was 1 at Washington bn 7th( i.VWR). 

Curlew. 
80-100 in Newton area 7th and 13th(RGL/LGM). 

Whimbrel. 
1-6 at Fenham Flats, Warkworth, Hauxley, Tynemouth ana Seaton Sluice during ·month 
with a flock of 60S off Seaton Sluice on 7th(~N et al.) 

Black-tailed Godwit. 
2 at St.Ma_ry's on 6th(EH). 

Bar-tailed Godwit. 
Between ~th-28th up to 7 in Seaton Sluice/St.Mary's area(KW/EAS et al.). During 
s ame period 8T13 at Budle Bay, Hauxley, Warkworth and Jarrow Slake. Inland a very 
tired or sick individual at Seaton Burn on 6th(ERM). 

Green Sandpiper. 
Apart from 1-3 at Washington on eight dates and 2 near Backworth on 7th(CFW/BM) all . 
other reports were of singles at Warkworth, Arcot Hall, Colt Crag, Font Res. and 

Swalwell. 
Wood Sandpiper. 
Only reports were o~ 1 at Monks House on 7th(1NAK) and 2 at Blaydon on ~ 6th(LJM). 

Common Sandpiper. 
Reported - only at Cresswell, Chevington and Warkworth until 15th. 

Redshank. 
200 at Jarrow Slake on 12th( BE) and 105 at Washingt on on 19th( WWR). 

Spotted Redshank. 
6 at Washington on ·1st (A'J' and 10 on Bud le Bay on 6th ( CED ) . All other reports of 
singles at Cresswell, Hauxley, Warkworth, Monks Hous·e, Berwick and Washington 
Refuge between 1st-30th. 

Greens hank. 
Up to 6 at Washington daily( WWRh Elsewhere 1-2 at Beal, Hauxley, Seaton Sluice, 
Backworth, Col~ Crag and Grindon between 2nd-20th. 

Knot. 
1 at Cresswell Pond on 13th(ERM) and up to 100 at Hauxley between 6th-12th(HRS). 

Buff-breasted Sandpip~~ 
As reported l ast month 1 was seen with Golden Plover near Hauxley on 1Jth(BL), and 
another was watched near St.Mary's, both on the shore and on the golf course, on 
20th(JSB). These are the fifth·dndlsixth rec ords for Northumberland. 

Little Stint. 
Unusual numbers continued to be reporded until about 16th. 19 were at Cresswell 
on 1st/2nd(ERM/BG) wHb 14 there on 6th. 11 were at Washington on 1st/2nd(AT) and 
6n 7th( 13 ~at Holy Island, 8 at iVIonks House(LGM) and 7 at Warkworth(HRS). Thereafter 
numbers declined with 1-5 at Newton, Hauxley, Eliington, Backworth, Tynemouth and 
St.Mary's as well as at the previously mentioned localities. 2 at St.Mary's on 
24th was latest report(JD). 

Temminck's Stint. 
The Backworth bird, first seen in late July, was l ast not ed on 6th(ERM). It is 
possible that one that appeared at Washington Refuge on 6th, remaining until 9th, 
was the same individual(Tt~/AT et al.) 

Dun1in. 
Away from Lindisfarne 150 at Hauxley on 11th was largest conc entration. Inland 1-6 
at Washmngton and \Vhi ttle Dene during month. 
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vCurlew Sandpiper. 
Passage continued in unusually lar3e numbers, especially be tween 1st-8th. _ bargest 
numbers noted on 6th when 20 'at Warkworth( HRS ) and 21 a t Cresswell(BG). Still 12 . at 
Warkworth on li3th.•and 5-6 at Hauxley on 11th-13th( HRS ). 1-4 a lso not ed at Holy 
Island, Monks Hous e , Boulm er, Chevington; Ellington, St.Mary's, Washington and 
Ryton between 1st-1 4th. !l l a te bird a t : Hauxl ey on 30th(HRS). 

SanderlinP, ~ 
Between 2nd-14th 35-50 at Hauxley(HRS) and up to 30C at St.Mary's(BG/EH et al.) 

Ruff. 
Steady pa ss<-J.ge in small numbers t hr ougllout month with up to ·8 · at many localities a~ 
far inland as ~Vhi ttl e Dene. A peak was suggest ed on 28th when 21 were at Ellington 
(RW) and 12 at Washington( MMcC). 

Arctic Skua. 
Lar ges t numbers not ed off the int ensively watched Seaton Sluice a nd Hauxley • . The 
form er produc ed totals of 292N a nd 97S ·with peaks· of 117N on 7th, 70N on 13th and ' 
79N on 27th with 50S on 14th(KW et al.) 

Great Skua. 
Larges t numbers - noted off Seat on Sluice with totals of 44N and 6S, 21 of which flew 
N on 13th( KV/ et al.). . Also noted off Newton, Hauxley and Cre.sswell. 

Great Black-backed Gull. 
On 12th 2000 at Jarro~lake and 1000 ox.Effibleton(BE). 350 a t Seaton Slu~ce on 

26th(CMA.). 
Gla ucous Gull. 
Singles a t J.mble on 7th, Hauxley on 13th a nd Blyth on 16th( HRS/ERM). 
first year birds. 

All were 

Little Gull. , 
Off Sea t on Sluice 3N on 13th a~d . on four dates between 20th-28th 7N and 6S o Off 
Hauxley singles on 7th, 1Oth a nd 13th with 1 at Holyy.rell on 28th.( NJW) •.. · Oniy 4 
immatures were r eported. 

Black-headed Gull~ 
At least 300 at St . Mary's on 7th (MSH). 

Sa bine 's Gull. 

., 

,· . 

't 

Three sightings of this rare nee.:t-Il:tic iv.isi:bor, ' all off Hat;txley • . 
an i mmature , and 1N on 13th(HRS). 

2N on 7th included 

Kittiwake. 
Heavy N passage noted in first 2-3 hours aft er dawn off Hauxley on 7th, 13th ' and 
14th. Counts involved up t o 1800 per hour(HRS). 

Black Tern. 
1 at Seaton Burn(BM/CFW) on 7th and between 8th-30th 1 a t Holywell(CED et al.) 1 at 
Washingt on 14th-26th( BM/ AT et al.) c;.,nd off Seat ori Sluice 1 N· on 13th, 2N on 16th and 
1 N on 27th(KW/EH/ERM et al.). 

'Commic' Tern. 
208 off Hauxley on 13th(HRS) and inland 20 a t Jarrow Slake on 12th(BE), 1 at Colt 
Crag on 1 Oth(MR) and up to 5 at Wa shingt on( Vf'NR ) until 21: th. 

Roseate Tern. 
2 off Hauxley on Bth(HRS ). 

Sandwich Tern. 
La t e reports of 2 at Cresswell on 27th(BG) and 3 off Hauxley on 28th(HRS). 1 inland 
at Washing t on op ~2nd( WWH ). 

Auk (sp.) 
Larges t movement involvBd 53N in 1 hour off Hauxl ey on 14th(HRS). 
Cuckoo. 
Late individuals on Ho ly Island 1st-11th(KH/JKJ et al.) and at Hauxl ey on 12t ,h(HRS ). 
Barn Owl. 
During breedin;~ season a pair r eared 2 broods near Wark( per BL). 

I;ong- eared Ow]_. 
An early imm~grant a t HauxJ.ey on 20th when it was seen to arrive from the E(HRS). 
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Shott-eared Owl. 
~en .3rd-26th 1-2 at Hauxley·, Seat on Burn, Wallsend Swallow, Monkseaton and 
Washington. 

'. 
Swift. , 
Between 6th-13th 1-2 at Cr8sswell, Whitl ey Bay, Tynemo ~t b , Jesmond and Watergate. 
Late individuals over West Newcastle on 20th( MH) and at Hauxl ey on 21st(HRS). 

Kingfisher. 
1-2 noted at Jesmond Dene, Blaydon, Prudhoe, Blyth, Bothal, Mitford and Colt Crag . 

Great Spotted Woodpeq_ker. 
Noted at Bels~y, Ponteland and 1Nashingt on. 
al.), 1 Rt Cresswell on ~th(PD) and 1W over 
were possible migrant~. 

2· on Holy Island 1st-.3rd(KH/li;1H/AKI et 
Team Valley, Gateshead on 24bh(LGM) 

Sk:y Lar·k. 
Sm.qll numbers S over Hauxley on six dat es between 4th-.30th(HRS). 600 on Holy 
Island on 25th(IK). 

Swallow. 
!\. roost of · 5000 at BlA.yn.on between 1st-20th decreased to only 20 by 28th( LJ!VI). At 
Sea ton Burn 1000 roosting on 9th decreased to 100 by 17th(IK). At Hauxley steady 
S passage of up to 200 a day until a very heavy S movement was noted on 20th/21st 
during a period of strong SW winds and fine, warm we~ther. Still a few passing on 
28th(HRS). Tbe movement of 20th/21st was also witnessed over Newcastle; continuing 
in ren.uced numbers on 22nd. Young fledged from a nest near Riding Mill during 
last few days of month. 

House Martin. 
Still present at the end of the month when 9 occupied nests were counted on the 
Royal Border Bridg e at Berwick(LGM et al.). Between 4th-6th, 50 at Dipton(BL), 
many at Ponteland(l\.KI), 400S at Warkworth(HRS) and 'hundreds' at Whitley Bay/ St. 
Mary's(EP) indicated passage. Conspicuous moving S with Swallows on 20th/21st(HRS) 

Sand M2rtin. 
Small numbers movhlt; S with other Hirundines even as late as 21st. On 14th flock 
of15 fe eding at Ellingt o;c(BG/RGL) and a l a te individual at Holywell 22nd-30th (JEF 

Great Tit. et al.) 

A coastal occurrence at Hauxley on 20th/21st when other tits were in evidence(HRS). 

Blue Tit. 
Conspicuous at the coast on 27th/28th when ,25 at Hauxley and 8 in Blyth Cem.(HRS/ 

Marsh Tit. 
ERM). 

12 at Craster on 7th(IK). 

Coal Tit. 
Coastal occurrence, poss~bly immigrants, i~volve d 1 at Hauxley on 16th and 3 there 
on 28th with 1 remaining on 30th(HRS). At Priors Park, Tynemouth 1 on 30th(MSH). 

Long-tailed Tit. 
2 with other tits at the coast a t Hauxley on 28th(HRS). 

Wren. 
IQfia~ .noted at Hauxley on 28th(HRS). 

ft istle Thrush. 
On 21st flocks of 20 at Plashetts, 12 at Shaftoe and 26 at Sweethop e (DBC/JCD). 

Fi eldfare. 
Early r eports continued with up to 7 on Holy Isla nd 1st-8th(KH/AKI/RGL), 20 at Colt 
Crag on 17th(CMI\.) and 20 at Falstone on 21st( MRS/ELS)o 

RedwinJ?j . 
First and only r eport was of 2 at Hauxley on 28th(HRS). 

Blackbird. 
Influx at Hauxley of 20 on 30th(HRS). 

·• 
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Wheat ear. 
M1-ny reports, mainly of small numb ers, a t t he coa st throughout month. 14 on ~Ioly 
Island on 1st(KH) when 4 at Cresswell were though t to be Jreenland birds(per BL). 
Another of this race was seen a t Blyth on 25th( FRM). Pea k passage wa s suggested 
between 7th-13th when 10-20 wer e at Boulmer, Hauxl ey , Newton a nd St,Mary's. Inland 
birds were noted at Westerhope and Slaley before 20th. 

Stonechat. 
Present at many l oca liti es on th e coast between Holy Island a nd St.Mary's. Also 
noted at Wa llsend. 

Whinchat. 
Largest' gathering ' was of 15 a t Whittl e Dene on 10th(BDG). At the coast passage 
was stea dy with s everal r eports of up to 6 throughout the month. Still a juvenile 
inland at Walbottle on 28th(MH). 

Redstart. 
Only a handful of records. 1 a t Cresswell on 1st and singles at Hauxl ey on 11th, 
13th and 14th. Another at Cresswell on 21st. a nd 1 a t Tynemo uth on JOth(JKJ/HRS/MSH) 

Robin. 
Influx at Hauxley on 27th with peak numbers pres ~nt on 30th when 20-30 were noted 

(HRS). 
Sedge 'VRrbler. . , 
Some unusually late r eports. They were especially plent~ful ~t Blaydon with 50 · 
early in the month( LJM) • Elsewhere 1-3 noted a .t sev.en different l ocalities until 
12th. 1 at Hauxley on 14th(HRS), 1 at Backworth on 15th(TG),Blaydon on 17th'(LJM) ' 
and 2, th e last, at Holywell on 19th(JEF). 

Blackcap. 
Only rep ort ed at Hauxley where 1-2 were pr e s ent on six dates between 3rd-28th( HRS). 

Barred Warbler. 
3 on Holy Isla nd on 1st and still 1 pr esent on 7th(KH/LGM). 1 at Warkworth on 6th 
and 1 a t Hauxley on 27th(HRS). 

Garden Warbler. 
Only r eport ed at Hs uxl ey ~here sing~ es were pres ent on 3rd, 7th, 8th and 12th(HRS). 

Whitethroat. 
Noted only at Hauxl e:y with 4 on 6th/7th and singles 12th.,· 20th and 28th( HRS) 

Willow 1iVarbler. 
12 on Holy Island on 1st where 2 were in full s ong on 2nd(KH). Up to 5 at Hauxley 
7th-10th when 1 tra pped showed characters of the N race 'acredula'. A straggl er at 
Hauxley 28th-30th(HRS). 

Chiffchaff. 
Singl es in song on Holy Island on 1st( MH ) and at Bl a ydon on 13th(BL). 

Yellow-browed WArbler. 
1 at Hauxley on 30th heralded an unusua lly l a r ge October influx (HRS) ••• details lhn 
October bulletin. 

Goldcrest. 
10 at Hauxley from 6th until an influx on 27th-3,0th brought 25 to Hauxley, and up to 
10 at Blyth and Whitley Cemeteries, Priors Park a nd Whitley Bay Quarry. 

Spott ed Flycatcher. 
Still apparent in breedine; t erritory a t Kirkley 5 Blaydon, Stocksfield, Falstone and 
Killingworth until ·22nd. A migrant in Blyth Cemetery on 28th(CED). 

Pied Flycatcher. · 
Very light coastal pa ssage with 1-3 at Holy Island, Craster, Hauxley, Newton and 
Cresswell between 1st-13th. On 30th sin~les at Hauxl ey a nd Priors Park, Tynemouth. 

Dunnock. 
At Hauxley influxes of 10 on 12th a nd again 28th-30th(HRS). 

Meadow Pipit. 
S passage noted over th e coast between 4th-21st, bein~ particularly heavy on 10th 
and 19th-21st when up to 500/hr. were count ed at Hauxley a nd Tynemouth(HRS/KW/MSH/ 

Tree Pipit. . BDG). 

Only report s were of 1 at Hauxley on 8th a nd 12 on Holy I s l and on 25 th(HRS/IK) . 
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Rock Pipit. 
15 at St.Mary's on 30th(MSFI). 

Pied Wagtail. 
Roost of 400 at Blaydon 15th-30th(LJM). Conspicuous at Hauxley all month, 
indicating steady passa:se, with 12-20 daily, especia lly movinrs S on 20th(HRS). At 
Cresswell 30S on 7th(BG) and influx of 10 in Blytb Cemetery on 17tb(ERM). 

White Wagtail. 
1 at Chevington on fSth(LGM) and 2 at Newton on 13th(KR). 

Grey Wagtail. 
Away from breedin~ areas 1-2 at Coquet Est., Hauxley, Sea ton Sluice, 1Nhi tley Bay 
Quarry and Derwenthaugh. 

Yellow Wagtail. 
Most were note<:'! at Blaydon where a roost attract ed 200 until 10th with 30 still 
present on 17th(LJM). 1-2 notect at many localities inland and at the coast until 
17th. A straggler at Hauxley on 20th. 

Grea t Grey Shrike. 
/1. very early·· bi;;d watcher. for long periods at Newton by the Sea on 13th( RGL/TRP/KR) 

Lesser Grey Shrike. 
A adult found dead at Elwick, near Belford, on 20th bad been dead for about a week 
(DOC). This is only the third record for Northumberland. 

Red-backed Shrike. 
A female noted on Holy Island between 8th-11th(RGL/JKJ). 

Starling . 
7000 roosting near Belford on 13th(WLR). 

Goldfingh. 
Many reports of flocks of up to 55 with some S coastal pas~age noted in Druridge 

Si skin. 
area. 

1 in lu.ll song at C0rbridg e on 4th( ID), 20 at Craster on 14 th(WSC) and on ·1 i th and 
a mixed flock of :J iskin/Redpoll at Stocksfield totalled 40 birds. 

Linnet. 
Up to 400 in Hauxley area, especially in mid month and 200 at Ponteland on 29th 

Red poll. 
Large numbers in Hamsterley Mill area all month(EP). 

Bullfinch. 
I in unusual surroundings at Hauxley on 28th(HRS). 

Reed Bunting . 
Light passage suggested at Hauxley on 28th(HRS). 

Snow Bunting. 

(HRS/LSS). 

Early reports of 7 at Hadston .. on 20th( HRS) and 1 on Holy Island on 28th( LGM). 
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Any correspondenc e re l~tin; t o Bull etin ct i s tribution/chnnse of andress &c. t o 
Keith Walton, 51 Beachcr oft ~ve ., Tynemouth. 

CLUB NEWS & NOTES 
At th e October mee ting th e f oll owing members we r e e l ect ed t o s erve on the c ommittee: 

J ohn Ginncver 
Keith Dures 
J ohn Day 
Brian Galloway 

Geoff. Macfarla ne , Bria n Martin, 

Cha irman 
Secre t a r y 
Treasurer 
Recor der 

Mike Hodg s on, 

Club Mee ting Thurs day, 13th November a t 7.15pm. 

Tom Pa l mer, James Deacon 

New members ar e particularly we lcnme t o this meeting , th e progr amme f or which is 
a t the time of writing not yet finalis ed a s it is dependent on the weather. 

Fi e ld Trip Sunday, 23rd November t o Seafi e ld, . . Prestonpans and J, berlady Bay. 
Bus departs Hanc ock Mus eum s.ooam 

Baxt er's,Tynemouth 8.20am Cost £1.25 
All bookings a nd ca sh t o : 
Mike Hodgs on, 30 Clos efi eld Grove , l'Jlo nks eat on. (Tel W. Bay 2 0511) 

Some of the club experts will be on this trip t o help with i dentification of the 
l a r ge numb ers of waders, gr ebes and duck~ (particularly Scaup a nd Long-tailed) 
which we ca n guar ant ee will be pr esent. 

CO NGRATULATIONS t o Bria n Little on his e l ection t o the B.T.O. Rariti es Committ ee. 
The club is indee d f ortuna t e t o now ha ve members on both Rariti es a nd Ringi ng and 
Mi gr a tion Committ ees. 
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~ ~jrESIDE BIRD CLUB 

• gc t ob er 19','!:; 
,; 

Apa rt from th e first four ~ays wh en depressi ons cro ss e~ the country, the weather 

was predominantly n,nticyclonic a nd, as a r esult,, unusua lly dry and. sunny wi ~~ light · 

winds prevailin ~"!: on m::1 ny dates from a n EA st erly quarter. 

With hi .gh pressure firmly es t ablished over th e c ontinent, c onditions were ideal 

for pass erine i mmigr a ti on f r om Eur j pe ~n d furth er East. 

As was to be expected thrushes anrl Bramblings were noted arri vin:~ in large numbers, 

e sp ecia lly between 18th-25th when l ow cloud hinr'l.e r e r1 their progress. 

Howev er , birds had been a rriving in numbers since 9th a n<'l. it was durintt; the . next 

few iays that an unprec er1ent ed a rriva l of Yel l ow-browe0. ·;;.rarblers was witnessed 

with a t l east 18 individua ls b ein~ involved. At th e s ame time Barred Warbl ers and 

Re d-breasted Flyca tch ers were s een and Oll 15th a Rustic Bunting a ppear ed. 

Goldcre sts \ire r 8 in g ood numbers on the c of:l st and a Firecrest w~ s found on 22nd 

wh en th e third Richard's Pipit of the month was Cl iscove r ed . Ano th er rr:re pipit, 

a Red-thr0a ted, had be en se8n on 19th. Oth e r well tra v elled visitors t o be 

r eport ed during this p eri od were an 'Ea stern' Stonechat, Mea ly .r~edp olls, ' Northern 1 

Bullfinches, Waxwi ng s and both Lon g and Short-eare:l Owls. 

S ea bir:'l. mov ements we r e r a r e ly h eavy but Little Auk, !1r Sabine .1 s Gulls and a 

Medit erra n ean Gull were r e p0rt ed . · 

Wildfowl numbers were, as usua l, well documented with c~ e e se being particula rly 

notice3ble, esp ecially th e Brent Goose th ll t w<ts s een wearin ~; a Ca nadian neck-ring . 

Towar ds the end of the month a Smew Wf! S loc A. t ed •. 

By 31st the Europ elln hi ~h declined, admitting ·Atlantic depressions a gain over the 

British Isles. 

Concluding, I would like t o congratulate a ll contribut ors in helpin3 t o make 

Octo ber 1975 a r ec ord month - 8~ individua l c ontribut ors plus 3 e roup eff orts .and. 

ov er 700 r ec ord c r•l'ds submitt ed . 'A lot of W·0rk on my pa rt, but the r esult . is a 

very c omprehens i v e summary of ornithologica l e v ents in th e Ar ea. 

CLASSIFIED LIST . ' I • 

Great Northern Diver. 
All r eports betwe e n 11 th~22nd when 2 off · Ho ly IsJ,a n.d( NHG ), JN off Seat on Sluice 

and 1S(ICD/KR/KW) anr1 1S off St. MR. ry's( rvTSH). 

Bed-throated Diver/Diver (sp.) 
Not eo. on rnos t dA t e s a ll nl on,~ th o c or:ts t with up t o 5 :]2n Holy Island, · Bambur1; h, 

Ha uxl ey and Chevin~t on a r eas. PArticularly promi nent : off Seaton Sluic e on 11th 

wh en 21N an~ 3S(SR/~N e t a l.). 

Great Crested Grebe. 
Noted a t most bre e :lin:s sit e s throu.1hout month with up to 6 a t :vhi ttle Dene where 

s ome 'display' wa s no t ed between a winter plumar.se bird a nd one .in breeding dress 

(EAS/JSB ). 3-5 at Colt Crag on 18thDKB), 2 a t Gosforth a ll month and 1 at Sea ton 

Blh.r.il.:12th-31s t( BH/AJm et a l.). 1 on sea off Seaton Sluice on 15th(IDV). 

Red-necked Grebe. 
Off Holy IslAnd 1 on 11th/~2t6, 2 on 18th and 3 on 22nd(AJR). 

Slavonian Grebe. 
Betwee n 18th-2hth up to 5 pres ent in Jioly I sl'1nr1 ha.rbour( PD/MGC/KR e t a l.) •. 

Li ttL Gr ebe. 
Only r eport ed ~rom Colt CrR.g, ·Whittle Dene, Northumbria n Loug hs, w~shington and 

Tunst a ll. 12 at No rthu.rnbri an · :Lou ,~hs on 13th was l a r ges t c onc entra tion. · 

Manx Shearw"l.ter. 
Noted only on 11th when 7 N off' Seat on Sluice( K"!) a nd 1 N off B:auxl ey (HRS ). · 

Fulmar. 
2 on cliffs near Craster on 17 th was th e only r ecord( WSC ). 

- 1 /Gannet 



Gannet. 
Still numerous off Holy Island, e specially movinf; S, on 5th-7th(CfJfA/BU). Small 
numbers (ur l;o 15) off ma ny other poi nts until a t lea st 25th. On 26th an adult was f ound enta ngled 5:1 strin :s on Ho l y Islqnd . 'Yne string was r emoved and the bird 
swam slowly out to s ea( mm/ JD). 
Cormorant. 
Inland r eports involve d up t ~ 7 on R. Wear at Wa shin~;t o n and 1-2 at Wallsend 
Swnllow, Colt Crag , Whittle Dene a nd H8.llin;3 ton, with 1 flying W up the Tyne at 
Newc astle. 

Shag . 
Away from Lindisfar n e th e largest gathering; was of 17 off Hauxley on 11th( HRS). 
A rare inlan d occurrence of 1· at Tuns tall Res ervoir. on 16th/17th( THW). 
Whit e Pelican. 
Still in r esidenc e at Warkworth. 
Her on. 
Many r eports of up to 7, bein;:;r, particulRrly notic eable on Coquet Estuary, Budle Bay 2nd a t Holy Isl~ nrt . 

M13. lla rd. 
Well rep ort ed, even from mo orland terrain. Largest gath erings noted at Holvwell (350-450 from 14th-21st), Colt CrRg ( 450 on 28th), Whittle Dene (250 on 25th), Northumbrian Lou.;hs (224 on 25th), Derwent (215 ~m 20th). Up to 100 on many other wa t ers but'several hundreds -possibly thousands' in Budle :)3ay on 19th(WLR). An all whit e birc'l a t Whittle Dene on 25th and a t Grinr1on Lough the next day(EAS). 
Only indica tion of offshore pa ssa~e wa s of . 39N on 11th(roN) off .Seaton Sluice. 
Teal. 
Largest gatherings noted near Kirkley(300 on 3rd), Senton Burn (120 on 1()th) and Budle Bay (200 on 11th/12th). Up to 60 noted at many other waters with 80 at Holywell on 12th. Offshore records involved 20N off each of Sea ton Sluice/Hauxl ey on 11th with 65 off Hauxley on 19th. 
G::tdwa ll. . . 
2 a t Seaton Burn vu 20th( AJ) ~nd 3 a t Gosforth Park on 29th. 
Wi p;eon. 
Bec ame increasingly common inlanri a s th e month progressed, the largest gatherings 
occurrin.~; on Northumbrian Lou.z;hs 045 on 13th), Derwent (170 on 11th) and 
Caphea ton (large numb ers on 4th). At Lindisfarne 10,500 were c ount e d on 23rd(AJR) whilst offshor e passag e was most a pparent on '19th when 849N off Seaton Sluice/ Ha uxl ey. Up to 60 noted on many other wa ters. 
Pint ail. 
1 a t Grindon on 13th(LGM) and 1 at Holywell on 14th(AJm). On 24th 2S off Seaton Sluice ( PD/NJIVI ). 

Shoveler. 
Most plentiful in the Gosforth Park/Seaton Burn nrea where r e spective max.counts wer e 30 ' on 20th and 66 on 15th(BM/ AJ e t al.). Grindon Lough attracted max.of 23 on 25th(LGM et al.) and 36 were :just over th e NW Bord er at Boselaw on 26th. Up to 7 noter'i a t Colt Crag , Whittle Dene, Caphea ton and Wallsenr'l. Swallow. 
Sc gup. 
1-2 at Lindisfarne, Monks House a nd Seaton Sluice after 4th. On 11th 8 at Lindisfarne, where 9 wer e noted on 20th, and 98 off Hauxley. Fresh water r eports involved 2 at Holywell on 12th with 1 th ere on 25th( SR) and 1 a t Derwent on 20th( RN~!· 

. \ Tuft ed Duck. 
LBrgest flock was of 70 3t Gosforth onL"20th( AJ) although just over NW Border 200 were at Hos e l aw on 18th(WLR). Up to 50 on many other waters a lthouc;h a f ema le on Tynemrmth Park lake on 13th was particularly not.B:1ortliy. 
Pochard. 
Continued pnssa;se brouc;ht 2QO to Hoselaw on 18th(YVLR) with 100 at Gosforth on ?Oth (AJm). 55 on Northumbrian Lou~hs 13th-25th(LGM) with up to 25 on many other wa ters. 

f ~ · V J 
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Hauxley and 6 off Cresswe ll( BG )o Thereafter becnme increasing ly common 
r; on s evera1 wa t GYf.· .. · 0n 19th/2C)tb 2'! a t "i.mbl9 e n rl 20 on Derwent(J&RMcC/ 
25th 1 J on Nor t l:mmbri:m Lou.:hs. o·:fshore 23N off Seaton Sluice on 11th 

Lon<;-t:::..:h.1.ed Duck. 
( KR). 

Weli report ed . Th e mos t unusu<t l occurre nce was t hat of an i mmatur e female on 
Tynemouth Park l ake on 9t.h. It was :o,t first t lnught t o be ei th er sick, exhaust ed, 
injured or ev en .:J.n e sc :1 pee 9 b ein,::; a pproa chable t o wi tbin a f ew inche s, but it fed 
and fl ew free ly. It wa s se en a l mos t dqily until 28th althou;:;h it did disappear for 
a few days about mid month. On s ev e r a l o cc ~ si o ns it was seen being 'hotly pursued' 
by r a dio controlled model boats ! It must be concluded tha t the bird was in fact 
t ruly wild(KW et al.). On 10th another was see n on fresh water a t Seaton Burn 
( Bl'.n and by 12th 10 bad b een r e port ed N off SeA. ton Sluic e/ St.T,,J'I'try'~ with 25 off 
Holy Isla nd. Durinz rema inder of month up to 5 not e d off severa l coastal points 
including 1 on th e es tua ry a t f,mb le on 2 ·Hh/25th(EC/::1N). 

Volv<:: t Scoter. 
Off s·ea ton SluL: e 2N on 3rd, 6N ·on 11th and 6N on 19th( KW e t a l.). From 14th 1-2 
noted off St. Mary 's, HP.ux l ey and Ho ly Island. A rare occurrence on f r esh wat e r 
i nvolved 1 a t Monks Hous e Pool on 22nd(~N). 

Common Sea t er. 
Se en ITI L~ s t often off Seat on Sluice a nd Hauxley, esp ecinlly between 1Oth-19th with 
up to SO p e r day moving N. 

Eider, 
Lar,::;e;t flocks were off Holy I s l and where many were heard 'crooning ' on 11th/12th. 
Ove r 1GOO blrds were present( NqG ). 

Goosanci <"' !~' . 

Tunst!'ill a ,:-;;a in att r acted large nmnbers with most birds arri l(ing from direction of 
Weardale in l a t e aft e rno on. A p eak of 6~ wa s not ed on 15th but only 1 adult male 
wa s s een on thre e occasions during e i c.;ht visits( TI-I'V ). A roost a t :Tose l aw attr r-tcted 
67 on 18th(WLR) whil s t 10 were s e en off Ross on 22nd( BH). 

Red-breast ed Mer~anser. 
Q.P to 20 not e d o :~ i. -Linclisfa rne during month. Smaller numbers furth e r S on the 
coast a lt hou·;h N passag e accounted for 19 off Seaton Sluic e and 14 off Haux l ey. 

Smew, 
Afemale or imma ture qt Colt Crag on 25th( J~~/TW ). 
Shelduck. 
1\lax.c-;;-;:;_--nt in Lindisfarne area w:ts of 22 on 10th(RNC e t al.). Overla nd passa g e 
probably accounted for t l!e fo llowinr; •·ecords; on 1st 1 a t 'Nashin~~t on and 1 near 
Backworth wh ere 4 wer e present on 15th( BVA), on 18th/19th 2 at Holywell(JPD/E:ML) 
and 3 at Colt Cra[S (KB) and on 25th 3 At Senton Burn( :BM ). 

Geese (sp.). 
130 at Rayburn Lake ( ·.ringRt e s) on 1st, 50 at Long hors l ey on 5th, 11 NW over Ponteland 
on 6th, 1 ov e ~ Holywell on 18th when 20N over Durham and SON over Sla l ey on 26th. 

s_irey l a r:; Goose. 

SeverA.l r eports of, up to 15 from 5th, inlA.nd and at coast. On 12th 220 at Bud l e 
Bay( BJ\[:) whilst on 18th and 20th ~'r 00-600 near Ho l burn . oss and 1500 roosting just 
over l\Jlil! Bo r de r at Hoselaw(WLR). On 18th/19th up to 4 7 in Colt Crag area( KB/ RW ) a nd 
17 a t Bl anchland on 24 th. 700 nr.Pressen on 26th were pa rt of the Ho lburn roost 

B G (LGr!i). ea n oose. 

6 seen in Budl e Bay, ov e r ·8'enham Fla ts and ov er Ho l y Isla nd on 11th/1 2th(JPD/ El\lL/ 

Pinl!:-fo o t ed Goose. NRG ). 

32S near Hr-tuxl ey on 5th(HRS) whilst 26th-28th there were 80 at E.Learnouth(LGM), 
56S ov e r A ll enb~=mks(E/\.S ) and 70\F/ over Bardon Mill(BH). 1-4 noted at Washiw~ton, 
Derwent a nd Bo l y Isbnd during month. 

Br ent Goose. 

A pa le b e lli ed bird we:.:rin ~ "'·yellow n eck ring was seen at St.Mary's on 5th(AS).The 
same or ano th er on Fenham B' l ats on 22nd(l1N) wore a neck ring coc:ed D64. This bird 
had been ring ed in ,\re tic C<1 nada durin.:; summer 1975. Sing l e dark bellied birds N o f f 
Seaton Sluice 19th( ABI/KR/ NJ W) and Holy Is.ha rbour 18th-25th. 0 of l a tter r a ce on 
F e nham Fl ats 20tb-22nd(3G/RN) allow~d clos e approach. . 

- 3 - / Barnacle Goose 
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Barnacle Goose. 
On 3rd 888 cff Sea ton Sluic e (KW), on 4th 66S of ·:> Holy I s l a nd( EL) whilst next day 
a sin,:;l e ws. s w_:.. tche d moving 2 down th e co·, s t a t Ross( BU ), Bo ulmer, Hauxley( HRS) 
and Cre sswell( BG/ NJW) .. On 19th 29S over Ha uxl ey nn rl on 20th 4 in Bud le Bay( BG). 
Singles a t E.Learmo uth on 26th(LGM) and near Haltwhi s tl e on 27th( CLC). 

Ca nada Go ose. 
15 0 n t Sweet hope on 27th ( :tl\1D/ J D). with Whoopers in Holywell ar ea from 12th. 

Ea.;yptian Goo s e . 
1 a t Wa shington all ~onth( W~R). 

Mut e Swa n. 
39 on Fenham Fla ts 20th-22nd(RN/BG); 1.3 a t South Lint on on 5th( BGJ a nd 17 a t 
Broomle e on 19th(RmD/JD). 

Who op ~r Swa n. 
In Lindisfa rne area 4 on 4th, 27 on 11th and 46 on 22nd - all adults. At Ho lywell 
5 on 9th, 12 on 15th and 19 by 31st - only 1 JUV o At Rayburn Lake(Wi ll<~ates) 11 on 
11th included 1 juv. On Northumbria n Lo~ghs 17 at Gre enlee on 13th and on 25th 
15 a t Br oomlee and 5 at Halleypike with 5 a t Grindon next day - a ll adults. 1-2 
a t Wa shington after 5th, 2 a t Cr esswell on 7th, 4 at Chelton on 18th a nd 3 a t 
S~Lint o ru·nh 24th. Only 1 of the 11 wa s a .iuv. Tot a l juvs. - 3. 

Bewick 's Swa n. 
2 on Holy Island Lough on 2 4 th( MB) ~ 

Buzzard . 
On 12th 1 over Cr amlingt on (p er BL) a nd 3 near Staward(per BG). On 15th 1 near 
Blyth Cem.(RW), on 11th 1 a t Alwinton( MS) a nd on 28th 3 at Sla ley(per BL). 

Sparrowhawk. . 
• I 

1-2 from widespread l oca tions throughout month. 

Hen Harri er. 
Singl e ma l e s at Harwoo d on ?th(HT), Sl a l ey on 18th( per BL), Grindon on ·25.t .h(LGM) 
ann Byrsa t e Ha ll, n ear A.lwinton on 26th(JCD). li. fema l e a t Sla l ey on 29th(per BL). 

Per es;rine . 
Sins l e s 11 t Killhop e Law, Allenheads on 19th( LGM) and Dodclington Law, · Wo ol e:r c :z:~ 
2 ~. th (rv~H) • 

Merlin. 
2 on Holy Isla ndf;ram 5th a nd singl es not ed a t St. Mary 's, Holywell, 1Na llsend 
Swallow, Wn. shingt on a nd Derwent from 2nd. 

Kestrel. 
Estima t e of 25 in Ki dl <1 ndlee are·a,.Al winto.n on 11th( EH) probabl~. indicative of ' a n 
a bunrla nc e of voles. 

Bl ack Grous e . 
Conspicuous in Upp er Coquetd ql e during month(JCD). 

Wat er Rail. 

• 

Inla nd r eports involved 1-2 a t Bolam on 7th(B&ME) a nd 1 at Washingt on on 14th( VfNR). 
At coast 1 a t Ha uxl ey on 1'3t.h(HRS) anti 1 at Newt on Pool · on 23rd(JCD/DBC). 

Coo t . 
500-600 a t Seaton Burn mos t of month( l\. J et a l.), 300-350 a t Br oomlee Lough .13th 
and 25th(LGM), 130 a t Holywell on 10th(P¥) and 60 a t Grindon Lough on 28th( BH). 

Oyst erca tcher._ 
300 a t Ro ss on 24th( KR). 

Lapwi n.·r, . 
LRr ges :t r eport e d fl ock wa s of BOO a t Seaton Burn 20th-29th( J\. Jm). 

li.in-7,8 11 - Plover. 
83 ~t · Sh•J!,':ary~s ' oril16th(KW) whilst inland r eports involved 1 at Washington 1st, 
18th a nd 24 th( \~f1NR) anr'l 2 near Sea t on Burn on 25th( BM). 

Grey Pl over. 
Up t o 7 a t Hauxley 
ri uring month( WWi~ ). 
during month. 300 

from 5th and up . t o 6 using Washingt on Ref.as high tide r ?ost 
1-4 noted a t six coa sta l points between Holy Isa and St. M~ry's 

at Ross on 5th( BU). 
- 4 - /Gol den Plover 
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G.o ld &n Plover. 
U•J t o 2006iTinru.J.·j d(;c a r ea r; 1rin; mont h whilst; at ~Yhittl e. Dene 1000 on 4 th 
i ~cr eas ed t o 30C:) by : 9tl'l ( J .:OB/ >=l'] &t a L). 1 000 i n Bud l e Bay o n 25th( ICD). Up to 
300 ;t t Ho ly Isla nd, Blyth, St. Mary ' s , Ho l vvve ll, 'Vnlls e n d , Annitsford, Colt Crag, 
Melkri~C8 and CRtton. 

Turn0 ·~: ( , --·~;~ ~ 

o?~l~y· --t~-::;: .. ·.-)r.- 3 rec eive c1 \"r <:. re of 70 2 t S t. f.~<try ' s :m L'l;th ( BG ) a nd 42 ·a t Bamburg h o n 7th 
(CMA) - more caunts, ~£eas e ! 

Comno:n 8::1ipe. 
M<:t:r. J".() 1}r·ts r;oci,;e(l we.t·R 63 a t Whittl e Dene on 4-';h(JSB), 55 a t ·Yarrow Slake, 
'PE:·,Lc k: on 26 t h(LGIVI ) 9 '50 a t Monks House on 29 th(MW ) with ') 0 a lso a t Washin:s t o n 
LH<':.'J ~;;J n mos t or· month And up t o 20 at Ellinc; t o:r.I( 5th), Kirkl ey( 3rd) a nd Newton 

and 

P"' '' 1 ? C::th) '~./ (J _:_ ', (._ J • 

J 'l<' .. :S;, _[}_I!i. p ~~-
S2cV~- c:;.; :: t 'Vq lbottl e on 7th(MH), Hobin Rock Flo t ~ers, near Greenlee o n .25th a nd a t 
YaTc-uii s ·i. .:::the on 26th(LGIV: ). 2 a t Wo.s llin::; t on on '10th( 'VWR) ann a t ' l east 6 a t Blaydon 
o n 24th/25th(LJM). 

'Noodco c.k. 
_ ,_., , ....... ·- .. -~-
A d:i.>: ~ ] :: ·:t influx was appa r &nt fr om 19th wh en , during th e next f our days, 1-2 were 
not 0~ :~L Ho ly Island, Hauxl ey, Whitl ey Bay, Earsdon, S.Shields, Gosforth, 
Crnc ,_:: .. .:._~:~.:o n s nd Seat on Burn. 

Curl "'!·.v . 
' I - .. ~ .. -~ ----· 

Only ct:-;:'G.:.'t was of 50 at St. Mary ' s on 25th(SR). 

Blac:L· · __ ,; ! . .::·~ (ionwi t. ~ 
1%- -~~-:~; ;-is:L <:md on 4 th( BL). 

Bar-t~Lle d Go~wit. 
Sev er .·1·i--·n ocks0fup, t o 500 in Ho ly Islan,r1 a r ea .throu~;h o ut month. 12 a t Sea houses 
o n '5tl1 Fl~hd~ 1-3 at I.-Iauxl ey and St. ~!Iary's a ll n·tonth • . An unusual sig ht of 8 flying 
inland over Holywell on 11th( S~). 

Gr ce_::._ · sandpip!?:r ·~ . 
On 12th si'n ?;les q t each o f 'Nhi ttl e Dene e.nd Kirkley HBll(JSB/IK/JMcC). 

Common SP nrlpiper. 
r;;;-;;8-re p orts of singles a t Newt on on Q. th(RGL), Washing t on 24 th-28th(WWR ) a nd at. 
WA.rkworth on 25th,JEF). 

Rt::dsh8:nk. 
AwEly from Lindisfarne l arges t c onc entrations wer e of up t o 200 at St . Mary 's and., 
W'l.shin!S t on with 80 a t Alnmouth o n 25 th. 

Spott e d Reds hnnkL 
1 a t !J h · t .. .,. "'t-rn,-,"' ) 1 H l I l d 4th d 11th( Nn"'"' ) c .as lng on on <';-h. ~ ~;•r~>.-.t , on ,· o y s a n an Llnu a nd 1-2 in Bud-l e 
Bay/ Monks Ho us e area 21st - 29th(IH/:::tW). 

Gre e ns ha nk. 
3 ."\ t 'Nashinn; ton on 1st/2nd then 1 till e nd of month( .'lWR). 
11th the n up t o 7 b e twe e n 18th-26th(LPH/AJR/ PGW e t al.). 
( R&JIV!cC) a r:..d in Bud~e Ba y o n 29th( RW) •. 

Kno t. ---

1 o n Holy Isla nd on 
Si~~l e s a t Amb l e o n 19th 

Away fr\':)!ll LindisfArne only r e ports wer e of 30 at Seahous e s o n 5th, 5 a t See t o n 
Sluice on 11th increasing t o 100 by 27th(SR) wh en 1 a t Crast er( EC). 

Purp l e S~ndpiper . 

6- :.1. t SeAhouses on 5th with 20 Rt Sea t on Sluic e / St. Mary 's 
B.-!mbur,sh on 7t l';(CM:\') incre'3. s e d t o 70 by 29th( RW ). 30 on 

I -: -::t l e St int. 

11th-18th(SR). 12 a t 
Ho ly Isla nd 18th-24th 

( A ~R). 

Bet.ween t;;th- 8th 3 a t . St. r1ary 's(KIN) with sin[!; l e s a t Cre.sswell ruid Monks Hous ~ (RGL/ 
D,·,:-1lin. · ITJW). 
x-r- ·Teas t 1000 i n Budl e Ar ea on 5th( BU). 150 a t St. M8.ry's on 4 th( BG) . u~ t o 50 a t 
Wo.:shin~t o n 'Nith 2t;; Rt C0lt Crag on 28th( RG/ WB ), 13 n t SeA t :m Burn on 25th(m.n and 
1-·9 !"lt Whitt l e Dene 4th-12th( JSB). 1 a l ong edge of boating l a ke ~n Tynemouth .P':1.rk 
o n 19th a nd 22nd( WAK ). 

- 5 - / Curl ew s~ndpiper 
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Curl ew Sandpiper . 
Betwe en 5t ~, ·8th singles nt Hauxl ey and Budle B3y ( HRS/ RGL) and a t St. Mary's on 15th 

Snnderli ng . 
70 at St. Ivhry's on 10th-15th( BG/ KW ) and 20 a t Hauxley on 14th and 18th(HRS). 
Ruff . 
Up t o 12 a t Wa shin.-s t on durini; month (!.T/Vf\VR ), 1 a t St. Me. ry's on 4th( BG ) and a t 
Mo nks House 1 on 4th( WSC), 1 on 18th( RGL) then 7-8 af t er 21st( MB/IK). 

Arctic Sku1'1. . 

(KW) • 

Between 3rd-22nd sever~l r eports of 1-2 off a few points on the coa st, especially 
Sea t on Sluice, 

Gr ent Skua . 
Between 3rd-18th sin:~les not ed off Hauxley and Sea t on Sluic e on five dates, a ll 
but 1 moving N. 

Grea t Bl ack-backed Gull. 
2000 in Blyth Bay on 18th(BG). 

Less er Bl ack-backed Gull, 
All r ep Jrts were of birds inland with 1-6 a t Broomlee, Wo lsingham , Seaton Burn 
and Gosforth Park betwe en 4th-31st, 

Glaucous Gull. 
Sin0le immatures inlAnd a t Seat on Burn on 4th( ERM ) a nd a t Seaton Sluice on 21st 
( MB ) and a t Amble and Craster on 25th(JSB/EC). 

Littl e Gull. 
Off Se2 t on Sluice 8N on 3rd(K"!) and 2 on 21st( MB ). Off Hauxley 7N on 11th(HRS) 
Qnfl 1N on 18th( Has ). 

Medit erranean Gull. 
~n adult off Seaton Sluic e/ St. Ma~y's on 17th a nd 19th( MH/IK/~BI/KR et a l.). 

Sabine's Gull. 
Sin~:; le adtl l ts noted off Blyth on , 5th( KW ) and off Ho ly Isla nd on 25th( PGW) bring 
the Northumberlar.J si >Shting s t o 6 this a utumn. There a r e only 8 previous records 
for the c ounty ·- 1 in 1920s a nd 7 between 1946-1971, In addition, 2 off 
Sund erland seen fror- a fishing boa t during month(JB), 
Kittiwake. 
N movements involved 270 off Hauxley in -~hr. 0n 1Ot h and up t o 500/hr. off 
Seat oYJ Sluice on 22nd( NJ\V). 

Black Tern. 
A l a t e bird at Ho lywell on 2nd(KB/JEF/EH/JP). 

CorrLmic Tern, 
Up t o 10 off Hauxl ey until 11th th en no r eports until 6 off Ro ss on 22nd( BH et .al.) 

Arctic Tern. 
1 off Sea t on Sluice on 1st( KB). 

Sandwich Tern. 
Still conspicuous early i n month. Late r eports off Seat on Sluic e with 1-2S on 
15th, 19th and 26th(SR/~N ). 

Auk(~p.). 
Heavy N movement on 10th/11th, e s pecia lly in first two hours aft er dawn. Rat e s 
vari ed be t ween 60 and 1000 per hour off both Hauxley and Seaton Sluice. 

Little Auk. 
5 N off Sea t on Sluic e durin3 heavy Auk pa ssa~~e on 11th( KW et al.). 

Puffin. 
Only r eport s we r e of 2 at Ha ux l ey on 11th· - 1 dead and 1 lightly oiled, 

Woo d Pi.jeon. 
Still young in nest a t Gosforth on 5th( JPD/m!IL ). 

Turtle Dove. 
La t e r eport s of singles a t Tynemoutb Park and V/hi tl ey Cem, on 11th/12th( JSB/K1~! ). 

- 6 - /Barn Owl 
·, ·'l' 
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Barn Owl. 
Noted a t Tyn emo ut·h, Mi.lfi el d,. I i:r:m x 1. oy 'lid We st Allot ment. 

Tawny OwJ.. 
No t ed a t Pont e l and, Mo nks eat on, ''!hi tley Bay, Ho lywell Dene, North Shi elds. 1 in 
Whitley Cem. on 19th wa s notic eably gr ey a nd may have been a migr ant( ABI/KR). 

Lonr-; - ear ed Owl. 
Siniii .esa·t --Hauxl ey ,m 19th/ 20th a n d .?5 th( HRS ) and on Holy Isla nd on 22nd(RN) were 
p.r 0bl:l bly i mmi :; rlh.nt s . 

Short- ear ed Owl. 
WelT -rep-orte cf~-Jn l a nd about 20 not ed in s. Ch evi ot s near Alwinton on 11th is 
indica tive of an a bunda nc e of . vol es( EH ). Al so up t o 1 not ed a t Walls end Swa llow 
from 2nd(EH e t a l.) a nd ·1-2 a t l oca tions a s f a r inla nd a s Greenl ee a nd Derwent. 
At c oast 1-2 a t many points a ll month. Birds a rriving from E or moving S ov er the 
s ea we~e seen on 10th/11th a nd 18th a t Hauxl ey, Blyth and Sea t on Sluic e . 
Swi r t. 
Si n:sle s gt ;Vhi tl ey Bay on lst( B&ME) a nd a t Ross on 5th( BU/DL'S) were r a ther l a te. 
Kin~fish er. 
Singl es a t Bl aydon , Bar don Mill, Holywell Den~ and in the harbour a t Seat on Sluic e , 
wi th 2 in J esmond Dene . 

Gre en Woodpecker. 
No t ed a t Kyloe, Wooler, Cra st er and Mo nks Ho us e . The l at t er wer e f eeding on open 
fi elds adjac ent t o th e pond(IK et a l.). 

Great Spotted Woo dpecker. 
No t ed a t Gosforth, Hartburn, Styford a nd Ho l ywell.-

Skylark. 
On s ev er a l da t es be twee n 11th-26 th a steady S passage wa s not ed a t many points on 
the ' c oast. 250 a t Hauxl ey on 21st a nd inla nd , f l ocks of 50 a t Wallsend Swallow on 
17th and a t Pont e l a nd on 22nd( AKI et a l.). 

Shor e Lark. 
Only 1 r eport. A~ln~l e on Holy Isla nd on 24th( AJR). 

Swr:tllow. 
Well r eport ed ev en from well inla nd a t Mo unces and Al wint on, Only small -numbers 
wer e invmlved but 17 on Hol y Isla nd on 24th-26th was unus ua l. During s ame period 
l a t e birds we r e a t Newt on(1) a nd Cras t er(2) with 3- the last- a t Cr a st er on 30th. 
Ho use Mo rt j_n . 
Surprisingly few r eport s . Still 20 i n Seat on Sluice a r ea on 15th(SR) a nd 10 a t 
Blyth on 18th( BG ) wh en 4 a t Bel fo rd( WLR). La st s:llghting was of 3 a. t Cr a st er on 
25th( EC ). 

Sand Martin . 
A l a t e individua l a t Ho lywell on 4th( PD/IB/JEF/ BM/ KR) . 

Hoo ded Crow. 
Singl e s a t Druridse on 11th( J EF ), near ':Vs lls end Swall ow on 14 th( AG) a nd on Holy 
Island 18th- 25th(LPH). 

Blue Tit. 
Coe. sta l gath erings indica tive of pa ssage involved up t o 50 in Ha uxley a r ea mo st 
of month with peaks on 11th a nd 2~ th •. Sma ller numbers noted a t Holy I s l and , Bl yth, 
Pres t on a nd Tynemouth, espec i a lly on 11th. 

Coal Tit. 
Coasta l occurrenc es , possibly involvincs i mmi gr a nts we r e not .ed a t Ho ly Island, 
Hrtuxley, B"tmburgh, Whitley Cem • . s nd Tynemouth be tween 1Oth-25th. Up t o 4 were 
seen a t each l ocality. 

Mar sh Tit. 
No t ed a t Howick and Heddon. 

Willow Tit. ' · 
No t ed a t WA llsend Swallow, Gosfort h a nd Blyth. 

1 - /Long-tailed Tit 
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L0np;~t a iled Tit. 
Coincident vdth the qrrivnl of oth er titmice on the coa st the ·period 15th-1 8th 
brought 24 to hanxl ey and 6 to Whitley Cem . ( HRS/ I<B ). Al so 4 not ed on Holy Island 
on 24th (AJR). 

Wr en. 
Conspicuous at Holy Island, Hnuxley ,"J.nd Tynemrmth. all month with a t l east 60 on 
Holy Island on 11th/12th~ 

Mistl e Thrush. 
Small numbers arriving At Ho ly I s l ::1.nd , H<1 uxl ey a nd Tynemouth. 
Fi el df ar e . 
Well r eport ed as birds arrived from the E a nd N from 9th. The pea k arriva l 
c ommenc ed on 18th when thousa nds wer e s een arriving a ll a long coastline in fl ocks 
of up to 1000, especially bef or e 1100hrs. Continuing until 25th, the mov ement wa s 
witnes sed a s far inla nd a s Northumbrian Lo u~shs where hundreds were a rriving from 
the N then turning W a l ong S.Tyne va lley. Lar ge numb ers were in the fi el ds on 
Ho l y Isla nd throughout this period a lthough most quickly mov ed on. 
Son(j Thrush. 
Up t o, 30 not ed a rriving with other thrushes a t Holy Island, Hauxley a nd Blyth, 
especi a lly 21st-23rd. 

Red wing . 
Conspicuous a rriving day and ni ght from the E and N both inland a nd a t the coast. 
Pea ks wer e a ppar ent on 8th/9th, 11th/1 2th, 18th, 20th, 22nd a nd 31st. Most 
daytime coastal arriva ls t oo k plac e bef or e 1100hrs. a nd involved fl ocks of up t o 
500 . Very f ew birds r est ed f or mor e than a f ew minut es. Th e heavi est night 
a rriva l could ha ve t a ken pla c e on 31st. 

Ring; Cuz el. 

La t e inla nd birds in Harthope valley on 12th( W/,K) a nd a t Alwint on on 19th(JCD/DBC). 
Only coasta l r eports wer e of s evera l on Ho ly Island on 9th(per BL) a nd 1 at 
Bamburgh on 25th( R&J l'IIcC). 

BlrlC kbird . 
St eady arriva ls with other thrushes, bein~ mo st not able on Ho ly Isla nd 20th-~3 ~0 
when 500-600 wer e pr3 s ent. No t ed a t other points on the coast in smaller numbers 
though· 300-500 in Holywell Dene 11th and 18th( MNC). 
Wheat ear. 
A small influx 3rd-5th included a f ew ' Northern' birds. At Seat on Sluic e/ t 
St Mary's 3 on 17th/18th a nd 1 on 25th with 1 a t Newt on on 23rd( AKI/ SR/KW/JCD). 
St onecha t. 
More a bundant than is norma l with up t o 15 between Blyth/St. Mary's a nd similar 
numb ers in Druri dge Bay. 3maller numbers a ll a l ong coas t includin.:~ Ho ly I s l and 
where 1 of a n East ern r a c e wa s seen on 18th( RGL/TRP). I nl and occurrenc es i nvolved 
1-3 a t Seat on Burn, Killinc;worth, Bent on, Walls end Swallow, Heddon, Derwent a nd 
Blay don, especially from 10th. 

Whincha t . 
2 on Ho ly I s l and on 11th( NRG) with singl es a t Hauxl ey on 10th, Killingworth on 
17th( JDMcE) a nd B8mburgh on 24 th( MB ). 

Reds t art. 
1-2 on Hol y I s l a nd on 4th, 11 t h/12th, 18th-25th. Singl e s at Hauxl ey on 4th and 
1Oth, a t .Blyt h on 1st, a t Tynemouth Pnrk on 21st and a t Whitley Cem . on 23rd. 
Bl a c k Rerls t art. 
1 At Ha uxl ey on 1 ~ th( HRS ). 
Cemet eri es, a t Hauxley and 

Robin. 

Be twe en 20th-26th singles not ed in Blyth and Whitley 
on Holy Islo.nd. 

St eady pa ssage not ed a t Ho ly I s l a nd And Ha uxl ey with peak of 30 a nd 15 res:r; rw ti vely 
on 11th/1 2th. 

Reed Warbler. 
1 trapp ed a t Hauxley 10th/11th( HRS). 

- G - Bl a ckcap . 
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Blackcapo · t th t ft b, · -t:"h_:..o, _,.,._·h ,..._ u.;.." th e "' r "'a , especially a .. e coas a- er Well r eported in smal: nun; eJ'S .. L ._.. ._ .__, • • ~ 
mid month. No mor e tha n 5 a t any one l ocality. During month abo ut 15 individua ls 
trapped a t both Tynemouth ."\ nd Hauxl ey . 

B11.rred W.qrbl er. 
Sin:;l es a t Sea t o n .8~'l:i c e ·ujd st . r.1ary ' s on 5th(K1¥) P.nd at Hauxley and Tynemouth on 
10th/11th( HRS/~N ). 

Gn.rd en WR rbl.Elr .• 
-;;<o1 l r eported, a J 1 a t the coast, a l thoW<;h not :::t s numerous as Bl ac·kcap •. Up to 3 
s een t o;se th er w:.i_t.h J~l-: o Jrhl.iv.i .lmt 1 J? a t 'l'yuemonth on 21st(MSH) o. nd •at Blyth Cem. 
on 25th(I0V). 

Whit ethront. 
Lfl t e si ,:;ht ing s of singles a t Holy Islnnd on 5th(BU), Blyth on 14th a nd Sea t on 
Sluic e 0n 15th(K¥). 

Les s er 'ifhi t ethroat. 
3 on Ho ly IslF.md on 11th/12th( NRG ), 3 q,t St. Ma:...7's on 14th/15th( EH/KVv/JP), . 2 at 
Seat on Sluice on 15th(KW) a nd 1 a t Hartl ey on 26th(K':V). 
'!\fillow '!farbl er. 
Only definite r eport wns of 1 on Holy Isla nd 18th-26th when it was heard in sub­
s ong on 1 occn.sion( AJR/PGW). 
Chiffchaff. 
All r ep0rts were coastal with 1-3 a t Holy Island , Hauxley, Hn.rtley Rnd Ty-nemo uth 
between 10th-22nd. 1 at Warkworth on 2Sth(JEF ). 
Yellow-browe d Wr.l.rbl er. 
1'..n unprecedented arrival was not ed from 1Oth when up to 9 were on Holy Isla nd, 1 at 
Ross, 2 a t Ha uxley, 1 n. t Blyth, 1 a t Whitley Cem., 2 at Tynemouth Park and 1 at 
Pri ors Park. - ~nother was found dead at Sea t on Sluice. Mos t were se en on 11th/12th 
but a few linger ed until 19th and 1 was still a t Nhi tl ey Cem. on 21st_. At least 
18 individuals wer e involved. 

Goldcrest. 
Conspicuous a ll a l ong coast with influxes not ed on 4th, 11th a nd 18th-21 ~ t, 
especia lly a t Hauxley a nd on Ho ly Isla nd wher e max. o~ 150 wer e not ed . Inland at · 
Sla l ey an increa s e wa s appar ent in th e f orest on 10th. 
Firecres t. 
1".. sin~;l e bird with Goldcrests a t I3lyth Cem. on 22nd( 'ifAK). 
Spot t e ~ Flycatcher. 
Ln. t e r eports of singl es a t Newt on on 5th(TRP) e nd a t lVIa tfen on 7th( RW ). 
Pi ed Flyca tcher. 
Be twe en 4th-12th 1-' a t Holy IslRnd, Ha uxl ey , Whitley - Bay a nd -Priors Park. Late 
IndividuRls at Hn.uxley on . 22nd(HRS) cmd Tynemouth Park on 25th(I<:''f). 
Red:bre~st e d Flyc~tcher. 
2 on Holy Island 11th/ 12th(~ffiG ) and 1 a t Hauxl ey on 14th(HRS ). 
Dunnock. 
Ver y conspicu0ps on Holy I sl~nd on 11th/1 2th , a t Hauxley on 11th a nd 19th a nd in 
J esmo nd Dene on 19th( AG). 

Mea dow Pipit. 
St e~dy S passa~e a t . HaOxley on 11th a nd 18th. l 

Richar d ' s Pipit. 
3 r eports of this r a r e pipit. 1 Rt Cresswell on 5th(BG), a t Ross on 11th(DC) 
and 1 on Ho ly Island on 22nd(AJR). 
Red-thro~ted Pipit. 
1 a t Hauxley on 19th was heard t o ca ll on sever a l occa sions(HRS). The sixth ::.--::: ::J ord f or Northumberla nd . 

Pi ed '.'ifa~S tail. 

400-500 roo stin~ at Bl aydo n during month(LJM) 
Burn on 15th(BM). 

- 9 .:... 
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Grey 'N.g.:::r, t !'!il. 
Away from br eeding a r eas 1-2 not ed s. t Bl aydo n, Dunston, 'lhitl ey Bay, St. Mary's, 
Seat on Slui~ e, Ha uxl ey a nd Holy I s l and . 

~_in~ . 
3 r eport s . 6 a t St Rkefo~ on 12th, 1 '1 t Whitley Bay on 23rd (MB) a nd 12 a t Morp eth 
on 26 th(per BL). 

Great Gr ey Shrike. 
Sins l e s a t Blyth 5tlt 11nd 15th( KW ), Ro s s on 11th( DC), Newt on on 12th(TRP), Ha uxl ey 
on 19th( HRS) and Pri ors P<trk on 21s t( KGD). At l east 2 on Ho ly Isla nd 20th-22nd 
( RN/ AJR) . Inla nd, s ingl es a t Thorngr aft on, BRr do n Mill on 18th(LGM) a nd ~t / ." . \;J. 

El sdo n on 26th(IK). 

St arling . 
An a rriva l not ed from the E on 14th a t Hauxl ey invol vinG small numbers. Lar ge 
numbers in Whitley Cem. a ll mo~th. 
. . ~ ' . ·, 

HawfincH. 
A pair a t Hexham on 19 t h(p er BL). 

Greenfinch. 
Bet ween 1 8th~25th S coas t a l pa ssaGe wa s sugg ested with up t o 150 a t Holy Isla nd 
a nd Cr es swell, and small er numbers at Hauxl ey. 

Go l dfinch. 
I,.qr ge s t f l oc k was of 100 near Kirkley on 3r d ( ERM). 

Si s kin. 
A small f l ock on Ho ly I sla nd on 9th(per BG) with 1 
St. Mary' s on 18th a nd 10 a t Bamburgh on 24th(IH). 
( MSH) a nd another a t Priors Park on 23rd( MB ). 

Linnet. 

t her e on 18th( AJR). 11 a t 
1 a t Tynemouth Park on 21s t 

Up t o 300 not ed a t Holy I s l a nd, Ha uxi ey a nd Cresswell between 5th-20th. 

Twit_~..!.. 
3 on Ho l y I s l and on 19th, 6 a t Fenham Mill(AJR) on 23rd a nd 1 a t Vvarkwor -': h onf - - -} 

Les s er Redpoll. ( HRS ). 

Fl ocks of 40-100 noted a t Hamst erl ey, St ocksf i eld a nd Allenba nks during monc~'1 . 

MeR. l y R'e·dpoll. 
A f ew of thes e northern birds, some of which a r e difficult t o ·distinguish from 
Arctic Rod polls, wer e not ed du::Hng month. Up t o 4 on Ho ly Isla nd 11th-26th( NRG e t 
a l.), 2 a t Hauxley on 19th( HRS ), 1 a t St. Mary's on 18th(JSB ) wh en 2 at Hartl ey( BG). 
1 a t Priors Park on 21st( NISH ) a nd 1-3 a t Blyth Cem. 22nd-26th( WAK/ X::N ). 

Bullf inch. 
A mal e of the Northern r ac e was tra pped a t Bamburgh on 25th( R&JMcC). A f emal e a t 
Druridge on 19th wa s judg ed t o be of thi s r a c e ( RGL/BG ), whilst a mal e at rriors 
Park on 21st wa s probabl y a l so ' Northern'( MSH/ KGD). Singl es a t Hauxl ey on 11th 
a nd 25th, the l a tt er a ' British', wer e unusua l fo r the a r ea ( HRS ). 

Crossbill. 
1 a t Whitfield on 18th(LGM). 

Br ambling . 
Well r eport ed a s they arrived from the E a nd N from 2nd. Heavi est i nflux wa s 
not ed on 18th when f l ocks of up t o ~0 wer e not ed arriving on Ho ly Island ( RGL/TRP 
e t a l.) with smaller numbers a ll al ong coa st. Birds quickly pene tra t ed i nland 
a nd 20-30 wer e not ed a t Hol burn, St amf or dham a nd Matf en a t approx. same time with 
small parti es moving W over West erhope on 20th. Still pl entiful a t end of mont .h, 
a lthough no l ar ge f l ocks r eport ed . 

Rus tic BuntinR; . 
1 i n Bl yth Cem. on 15th/1 6th wa s only the fifth r ecord f or Northumberland( ~RM e t 1

. ) 

Reed Bunting . 
Sugges ti )n of pea k pas sag e throuGh Ha uxl ey on 19th when 30 pres ent(HRS ). 

Snow Bunting . 
Onlv r eport was of 4 a t Newt on on 5th(TRP e t a l.). 

- 19 - Tree Sparrow 

al.). 



•• 
Tree Spar row_'!_ 
Coastal pas.-dge appare::.1t be t wo~n 11 ti1-2 :>th a t Ho ly I s l and , ::-Je¥/ton, Hauxl ey and - .· 

Cresswell. No mor e t hr.:n 20 p 9r day. 

LIST OF CONTRI BUTORS 

C. H. Ar'lams on 
B. V . Atkins 

J. Barker 
J. S.)3o oth 

W. Br ady 
M. Bell 
A. Bl ackett 

A. H. 3anks 
K. BtJ.rratt 

M. N.Coa t es 
R. N.Coat es 
C.L.Crnne 
w. s .cra st er 
G. A. Cowen 

E.Culwick 
M.G. Charlwick 

D. B. Charlt on 
J.Day 

J. C.Day 
R. Wi. Day 
J.P.Den.con 
I. C •. Deck 
K. G. Dures 

P.Davidson 
I. Davidson 

B. & M. Etheringt on 
J. E. Fer gusson 
lVI .P.Franks 

B. Galloway 
R. G_r ey 
A.Guthri e 
I. Hall 

D.Clugsdon E.Harbottle 
WR shingt on Wil rlfowl Refuf~e 

L. P. Hird 
B. Hunt er 
M. Henry 

M. S . Hod,:; s on 
E. Hawdon 

A. K.Ironside 
A.Johns on 
A. Jame s 
I.Kerr 

'N . A. Kelly 
B. Little 

R.G.Lewis 
E. m.Lindsay 

B. Martin · 
L. G. Macfarlane 
J<D. McElwee 

J. & R. Mc Cutcheo n 
Ha uxl ey R. S. 

J.Mar s hall 
E.:R. Meek 
L. J . Milton 

B. Mecrow 
L~ Mead 

R. No rma n 
E.T. Norris 
J. R. Norris 

J.Park 
E.Pri estley: 

T . li. Pa lm er 
K.Robson 

W. 1. Ri mme·r 
./\. . J. Ricld,ards · 

S. Roddi s 
M. Skille t er 

D.L. Sowerbutts 

A.Simp son 
E. A.Stanley 

A. Temple 
H.Tegner 
B.Unwin · 
R. Wa lton 
K.Walton 

T. H.Wall 
P.G. Williams 

P.Wei ghill 
T.Weston 

N.J. Wat mo ugh 
M. Wr ay 

C.F. Wat son 

Northumbria R.G. 

All ··No v ember r ecor ds t o Brya n Galloway, 3 Grosvenor Ct., Chapel Park, 1Nes t erhope 

NewcRstle/Tyne NE5 1RX by December 15th; pl ease . 

COJ,STAL W1\DER/ WILDFOWL COUNT 
Anyone .int er es t ed in covering ~ne of the f ollowing stretches of c oa stline on 

December 21st 
January 18th 
J:i1 ebruary 15th 

pl eas e cont act Br ya n Galloway, 3 Gr osvenor Ct., Newca stle/Tyne NE5 1RX a s s oon a s 
possibl e . TeJ:. Ler.·, .:;_ng t on 670216 

i) Newbiggin ·· Chevington Burn 
ii) Chevingt on Burn - Ambl e ' 

iii) .1\. lnmouth - Cullernose 
iv) Beadnell - Budle Bay 

Arr~ngements have been made t o ~"ver a ll oth er stretches in Northu."'lberland. The 

project will be conduct ed on a Nationa l basis with the one i n J anuary bei ng an 
int erhational count. 

CLUB NENS & NOTES 
1975/76 subscriptions ar e now over due. Further monthly bulletins will only be sent 
t o paid up members. 

Club Meetin~ , Thursdqy 11th Dec ember 7.15pm. 
Dr. J. D.Parra ck will t a lk on Sea Bird i dentification. A pas t chairma n of the T.B.C. 
Jim is well known t o many club members a s a bird wa tcher, but in r ec ent years his 
int er ests have wid ened t o embr a ce a ll a spects of Na~urR l History. He a ut ho r of 
' Na tura l Hi s t ory of Majorca ' and his ' Natura l His t ory of Northumberla nd ' is 
currently 8waitin.:s publica tion. As an a cknowl edged exp ert s e wa tcher, hi s t a lk 
should prove inva luabl e t o a ll club members wheth er exp eri enced or beE;;irmer. 

Fi e l d Tri 
By c oach t o Bay Fenhe-m Fl Rts f or s ea ducks, divers, g:eebes,waders. 

Bus departs Hancock Mus eum B.OOam 
" " Baxt ers,Tynemouth 8.20am Cost £1.00 a pprox. 

Boo kings ~nd payment, pleas e t o Mike Hodg s on, 30 Clos efi e l d Grove , Mo nks eaton 
Tel.W. B,.:2 0511 

Mike will be l eadi ns this trip himself • 
. • 

- 11 - CLUB NENS & NOTES cont. 



CLUB NE'.VS & NOTES CONT. 

Ways a nd J.\IIf, ans. 
As th e next· f1,.1ii'd r i'n :' lng opero.ti cm it is int end ed t o' hold a n E?-st er Draw. We have 
a lrecictj rec ei~e d s ome off er s of pri~ ~ s, but i~ 6rder t o make th e r affl e as . 
at~ractive a s possible we app eal t o ' the g ener osity of members · t o furnish more. 

On Frid~y~ 13th February ( a n a uspicious date) the T. B.C. in colla boration with the 
Durham Bird ·club, a r e hol ding a n infor mal 'smo ker'. Det ails will be published in 
the next ·bulletin. · · 

At the December meeting , in addition t o the usua l items f or sale, we are offering 
Temperl ey's 'A History of the Birds of Durham'. This wa s published by the N.H.S. 
a s l ong ago as 1951 but has never been superseded. At 20p (it ori8ina lly cost 
15/-) it is a Christmas ba r gain. 

Th e sa l e of Jim Deac on's prints ha s been an unqualified success. Only t en copies, 
all of the Lo~g-eared Owl, r emain; they make exc e llent pres ents! 

.) 

Ho nor ar y Club Solici tor. 
Mr. S. Moff att ha s agr eed t o s erve in . the above ·ca pacity. In welc omi ng him, the 
c ommitt ee members have promis ed t o keep within the l aw t o the best of the.ir 
a bility! 

Future Field Trips. 
In the provisional programme f or 1976 list ed bel ow, our j oint field secre t ari es 
have endeavoured t o match sit es with s eas ons a nd speci es. They would however 
welcome any other suggestions from club m·embers, and would a lso like t o s ound out · 
possibl e support ·f or Saturday trips. 

Sunday, 18th January - Northumbrian Lou.;hs 
a .c oastal: trip wi1l· 

15th February- Loch Leven/Aberlady 
17th March --Loch Ken ' district~ 
25 th April - Ho ly Isla nd. 
16th May Lei ghton Moss. 

or if we~the~ is 'hard', 
be substit-ut ed. 
Bay. Sunday, 

Sunday, 
Slil.nday, 
Sunday , 
Sunday, 
Sunday, 

20th June - Eden Vall ey, Cumbria. 
4t h July Fa rne Isla nds. 

The Chairma n and c ommitt ee ext end Christmas gr ee ting s t o all members • 

. . 

'·, 
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.. ,~ / TYNESI DE BIRD CLUB 

November 19 75 

SUJ.IIfMi\"R.Y 
A mixe0 month f or wea t her with mild spells, s ev er e fros ts, ga l es a nd ev en a little 
snow. Durin8 th e first f ew days thrus hes and finches were appar ently arriving from 
th e Continent, but durin,:s n brief spell of North erly winds between 7th-9th an into 
the wind movement of s eabirds wa s not ed . Many sp eci es were involved including 
divers, ducks, skuas, Kittiwnkes a nd auks, and a t the same time Snow Buntings 
b ecame conspicuous. 

SeTer e g ::1 l es on 1 f)th/17th fo rc ed Jji ttl e Auks well s. of th eir normal f eedi ng areas 
and du-ring the abat ement on th e 18th a heavy N. p9ssa g e wa s observed. It was 
a bout this time that vdldf owl c oncentra ti ons wer e a t 8 pertk with Gosforth Park 
being particul9rly a ttra.c tive . 

On ~ 1st/22nd a ~ t eady N. m0vement 
r ec ord c :mnt of Whoop er Swans was 

~ of Goldeneye was obs erved offsh ore a nd a 
made a t qo lywell. 

La t e summer visit ors were a f ea ture of th e month involving th e usua l waders, 
SAn~wich Tern; Swallow and warblers (including a Pa lla s'). A steady passage of 
'V::J. xwing s was witnessed throu'<; hout th e month whilst a t th e clos e a party of Shore 
Larks was l ocat ed . 

CL,\SSIFI ED LIST 
Black-throa t~d Diver. 
Sin.<s; l e birds notecl off Cr esswell on 5th(KB), N off Seato:t;. Sluice on 9th(KW) a nd 
29th ( MGC/H'V). 

Great Northern Diver. 
Of f Sea t on Sluice 1N on 9th, 1 on 21st, 1 on 28th a nd 1N on 30th. 1 off Cresswell 

. on 1<t th( t\KI/MH) • . 

Red-breasted Diver/Diver (sp.). 
Mos t no t abl e on 9th when off Seat on Sluic e 52N and 2S( KW e t a l.) with a t least 
30N off H3uxl ey . No t ecl off Bambur c h, Druri d~e a nd Seat on Sluice i n parties of up 
t o 8 throughout month. 

Grea t Cr es t ecl Grebe o 
2 a t ''Vhi ttl e Den e until 8th th en 1 until 30th. 
( FC e t a l.) a ncl 1 a t Sea t on Sluic e on 7th( !\ Jm). 

Red-necked Grebe. 
1 in Bnmburgh area on 1st and 23 r d(MH/ E1M) . 

Littl e Gr ebe . 

1-3 a t Gosforth Park until 13th 
Off s hor e 2 in Druridge Bay on 8th 

( MH ). 

No t e<i. a t Tuns t a ll, · ''ihi ttle Dene, Northumbri rtn IIHlghs , ~{nlliw~ t rm, Langl ey Dam, 
Cresswell and Northumberland PRrk. No t ed on rivers a t Haltwhistil:e( 4 ), Ri<i.in:?; N!ill 
(1), Alnmouth( 4 ) and Ambl e (2). No mo r e than 12 on a ny one wat er. 

Fulmar. 
Re turninz t o th e bree~in~ a r eas aft er 6-8 weeks abs ence . 5 wer e a t Bamburgh on 
9th·-witb 10 th er e 'by 12th( l\1W/ BG ). 

Ganne t. 
A light N movement no t e~ off Hauxley on morninG of 9th( Hqs ). 

Cor mor ant. 
At l east 180 roostin:~ a t D~arsden on 18th ( THW ) with birds no t ed moving S t owards 
the r oos t on s ever a l a¥t erno ons from as fa r away a s cre sswell( BG ). 20 in Ambl e 
Harbour on 2nd whilst inland up t o 9 a t Hall~neton, 3 a t Ho l ywell, 7 a t Washingt on 
1 a t 'Vhittle Dene 11nd 1 a t Hexham . 

Flr-tmingo • 
. 2 ' escapees' flyin~ N a t St. Mary's on 21st(KB). 

Heron. 
10 a t Alnmouth on 2nd(BG) nnd 18 at Tweedmouth on 16th( KR ). Up t o 6 a t se ·· eral 
l oca ti ons mainly a r ound ponds ( e . ~ . Ho lywell and Gosforth) and r eservoirs( HallinGt on 
and Colt Crag ). On ~that Cresswell 1 was watched tryi ng t o deprive a Kes trel of 
its pr ey in th e sancl ~unes(KB). 

1 - / Malla r d 



i1lallard. 
Largest inland concentrati ons wer e 1000 a t Holywell on 21st( 3&ME), 500 a t Colt Crag · on 13th(RG;'WB), 500 at 'Vhittle Dene on 30th(JSB), !).00 P.t Ha llingt on on 15th(LGM) and 330 a t Derwent on Jn 16tb ( J&RlVIcC). Offshore r oos ts involved 200 off each of Cresswell on 9th and Longhoughton on 19th( CR) . A light N movement noted off 
Hauxley/Seaton Sluice on 9th(HRS). 

Teal. 
Lar ges t c oncentrations were in Gosforth Park with max . of · 400 on 2nd(FC/BG). At . Grindon max . of 160 on St h (LGM ) with 70/80 a t Colt Cr ag and Ho l ywell on 15th/16th. 
50 r oos ting on s ea of f Cre sswell on 9th( BG ) . 
Gad wall. 
3 in Gosforth Park on 7th/8th(FC et a l.). 
Wi :'Seon. 
Favourite haunts produced f ollowing maxima : 
320 on No rthumbrian Lou3hs on 8th increasing 
and 85 at Derwent on 16th(J&RMcC). Up t o 50 
Seat on Sluice ( KW e t a l.). 
Pintail. 

20,000 a t Lindisfarne on 23rd( ERiv1), 
t o 450( a t Grindon) on 18th(LGM/RG/WB) 
on many waters. On 9th 237N off 

5 on Fenham Flats on 16th(ICD) and 1-2 a t Gos f orth, Holywell, Newton Poo l a nd 
Cres swell between 1st-22nd . 

Shoveler. 
Th e Gosforth Park flock was a t a max. of 60 on 4th and 13th(FC/BG ). Still 35 on 29th. Up to 25 not ec1 a t nearby Seat on Burn( A Jm/E~1) anrl 18 on Northumbria n Loughs on 2nd but only 2 on Rtb and 29th(LGM). 3 at Ho lywell on 28th( AJm ). At Hose l aw, just ov er NV bor der, 150-170 during mid month(C M.i\./HGL ). 
Scaup. 

On 9th 23N off Ha uxl ey(HRS) and 1S Seat on Sluic e on 29th(rf.GC). Fr esh wa t er r ec ords involved s i ni_<; l es at Cresswell 1st and 8th and Holywel l on 7th and 13th( AJ/SR ). 
Tuft ed Duck. 
170 at Gosforth Park on 22nd ( BG ) was by fa r l arges t gathering . Up t o 75 on Nortbu..mbrian Lough.:' anrl .<J. t SeA. ton Burn with l esser c;a t bering s on many ott er wa t ers. Off s hor e 1N off Haux l ey on ~th. 

Pochard. 
At Gosfortb 
on 2nd ( BT! ). 
Offshore 1N 

Park max . of 160 noted on 22nd(FC/BG) whilst a t Holywell 90 were seen 
52 a t Nortbu:·r bri an Loughs on 1flth (LGM ) with up t o 30 on ot her waters. 

on 9th off Hauxley. 
Goldeneye . 
La r gest numb ers s een offshor e . On 8th/9th 200 in Druri rl <j e Bay ( IV!H ), 365 N Sea t on Sluic e (KW et al.) and o:o 21s t/22nd 219N Seat on Sluic e(B&ME). Smaller numbers N off Hauxley . Inland max . on Northumbr ian Loughs of 48 on 8th(LGM) and 18 a t 
Tweedmouth on 16th( KR ). Up t o 11 on many oth er wat ers. 
Lon~-tailed Duck. 
Up t o 50 i n Bamburgh/Holy I s l and a r ea during month. 1-2 a t sev er a l other points 

further S but on 9th 25N off Hauxley(HRS). Fresh water r ec or ds involved 1 a t Ho lywell 21st-23rd( B&ME/ SR e t a l.), 3 a t Cresswell Pond on 22nd(J&RM.cC) and 2 on R. Coque t a t 'ilfarkworth on 26th ( KB ). 
Velvet Sco t er. 
No t er1 off Hauxl ey, Seat on Sluic e and St . Mary's with " on 9th, 3 on 22nd and 1 on 30th. All but 3 were flyins N. 
Commo n Sco t er. 
Off Sea t on Sluic e 211N on 9th with 8N th ere on 20th(~V et al.). 10 off Bamburgh on .1- th Oi~W). 

Ei der. 
Hundr eds sheltering in the l ee of Holy Islqnd during N gal e on 16th( BG ). 16 ~ in Amble a r ea on 22nd (J&RMc C). 

-· l. .. ., i'' . ,, . ' 
Red-breas t ed M~~gans e~: 
At least 26 off Ro ss Links on 1st(MH ) and 25 N HPtuxley on 9th(HRS). Up to 5 noted off Ch eving t on a nd Seaton Sluic e mainly moving N. 
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Goosander. 
Most Occurred at .Tuns tall(Mxx. 28 on 10th), Gr eenl ee Loush (max . 12 on 29th) a nd 
Gosforth P;-..rk(;nax. 10 on 26th)~ Als ·J not er1 a t Der went, Ihllingt on, Colt Crag , Whittle Dene , Seaton Burn anrl on rivers a t Hex~,am , rd. cl in3 Mill a nd Narkworth. 
Smew. 
The 'redhead' at Colt Cra rs r em:::tined throur;h:)Ut m(m th. On 16th a drake was seen at Cresswell Pond(per BL ) whilst on s~me day a redhe ~: n was at Ho selaw, ;just over 
the NW borrler( ii.GL). 

Shelduck. 
At least .100 in Budl e Bqy on 9th(CMA ) and 30th(BG). A movement on 9th involved 100 p::1ssing N off Seaton Sluice(KW et nl.) whilst inland occurrences at this time involved 1-2 a t Gosf,rt h Park(until 7th), 1 at Holywell 1st and 9th, and 1 a t 
Hallingt on on 1st. 

Greyla::s Goo se. 
500 a t Ho lburn Mo ss on 2nd ann 9th( Ni'N ) and a t Budl e Bay 150 on 3rd ·r educing to 
~5 by 30th( BG) . 100 a t Colt Crag on 2nd( MGC) and a t nearby Halling t on up t o 136 count ed durin~ month(KB/E~S et al.). On 8th/9th up . t o 19 in Whi ~ tle Dene area ( J SB/ E;ls ). Up t o 5 not erl at 1th shin~t -:m, Holywell, Cresswell. 1500-2000 just over 
NVV border a t Hoselaw on 9th. 
Pink-footerl Goo s e . 
Only id entified bird wgs a singl e a t Colt Crag on 2nd(MGC). 
Grey Geese,sp.). 
Unii entifierl fl ocks involved 31S off Alnmouth on 3rd qnd 48N off Seaton Sluice 
on 9th. 

Brent Goo s e . 
2t.1. ::1t li' enham Flats on 9th(MVY) increased tp 300 by 23rcl(ERl'vi). 2S off Sea ton Sluice on 2nd( K:.t). 

Barnacle Goo se. 
2 very tired birds on r ocks a t Cullernose on 19th(CR). 
C::mada Goo s e . 
f/Iax . of 88 in Ha llint; t on/Co·lt Cra:; a r ea on 15th(LGIVI/ RG/WB et al.). 2 with 
Holywell Whoopers most of month. 

E~yptiPn GoJse . , 
2 at Colt Crng on 13th with 1 th0re and a t Halling t on fo r remainder of month. 1 a t Washington all month. 

Mute Swan. 
Large st counts wer e of 10-12 at S ~ Li nt on on 8th( BG ), 17 at Amble on 22nd(J&RMcC) and 35 on Fenham Flats on 2·,rd(E'i.M). 
Wh·)oper Swan. 
Well report ed . At Linclisfarne 150 on 8th increased t o over 200 by 30th(MW/BG et al.). At Holywell 32 on 2nd increa~ed t o 123 by 8th Rnd then t o a record 178 
(including 2'8 juvs.) by 22nd( BM/ BG/SR et al.). In Lint on/Cres swell a r ea a max. of 58 on 8th but still 4 7 on 22nd( J&"J!IcC e t al.). On Northumbrian Loughs 11 on 2nd increased t o 72(includine 25 juvs.) by 29th(LGM/EAS e t al.). Up to 16 not ed 
at il. rc ot Hall, H§:z?lerigg , Whittle Dene , H::1vannah, Lani!,ley, Catcleugh, Blaydon, Boldon and Via shingt on. 

Bewick's Swan. 
Up t o 4 on Fenham Flats mos t of month (~~/ e t al.) wit~ a family of 5 in Budle Bay on 30th lat er flying off t o f.l'onks Hou:1e Poo l( BG). At th e latt er 3 were not ed on 9th(p er BL). On 9th 1 was a lso Rt Hol ywell( BG) with 1 'on 22nd(SR) ancl a family of 4 present on 30th(CED). At Bo ldon Flats 2 r emained from 18th-23rd(AT/TFN). 
Buzzard. 
Early in month sincles ::1 t Sl ags yford and Hexbam Common with up t o 4 in Alle~dale 
Sparrowhawk. ( CMA/LGM). 
Wirlespread reports of single birds even in urban Newcastle. 
Hen Harrier. 
A 'ringtail' at Br ooml ee L0u:9;h on 2nd( MGC). 
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Peregrine . 
1 over Bro.oml ee Lour.;h on Bth(per BG ) ann. 1 rwer Rexh3.m Common on 9th(LGM). 
Merlin. 
Singles noted a t Hrmxley, 'Vnsbington, Ho ly Island and Mwss l eswick with 2 at St. 
M/try 's on 9th. 

Kestrel. 
Wi despread r eports. 

Partridge. 
Up t o 40 seeking r efuGe of Gosforth Park during month whilst shooting wa s taking 
place on a dj a cent l and(FC). Covey of 34 at 1Vhi ttle Dene on 16th( JSB). 
Water Rail. 
Heard throughout month in Gosforth Park(FC). 1-3 at Holywell, Newton Pool a nd 
Washington throughout month with1 in Holywell Dene on 13th. 
Moorh en. 
50 a t ·W~lls e nr'l. Swallow on 22nd (LGM) was only rec ord received . More counts, please! 
Co·:) t. 
About 550 a t Seaton Burn all month(l\.J et al.). 317 at Broomlee Lough on 2nd 
decreased steadily t o 112 by 29th(LGM). 138 at Walls end Swallow on 22nd(LGM) with 
90 in Gosforth Park on 30th(FC). 
Lapwing . 
Larges t flocks of up t o 2000 a t Seaton Burn (max.24th) a nd 1000 a t Holywell on 11th 
Rin,q;ed Plover. (1\.J). 
48 a t Alnmouth on 30th when 23 at Newton(RW). 21 a t Hauxley on 15th(HRS) whilst 
inland 1-2 at Whittle Dene 26th- 30th(JSB/RW) a nd 1-2 at Wa shine; t on until 16th(WVIR ). 
Grey Pl over. 
Up t o 5 noted at se,-eral coasta l points with up to 4 at Washingt on until 12th. 
Even mo r e r emarkable was a r eport of a singl e bird a t Colt Crag Res. on 30th(IK). 
G0lnen Plover. 
Lr-tr r;es t numbers a t Drurid.-; e (2000 on 8th) and Whittle Dene(1000 on 1st) w';..th up to 
500 a t Holy Island , St. M.qry 's, Annitsfor d , Gr;i.ndon, Colt Crag , St amfor dham and Morp eth. 

Turnstone . 
200 a t !i. lnmouth on 2nd, 50 a t Newbiggin on 8th ;:md 150 a t Newton on 16th(BG). 
Common Snipe. 
Max. counts were 60-80 in Bl aydon/Derwenthaugh area mos t of month, 60 at Seghill 
on 8th(MSH), 56 at Newton Po ol on 15th(JCB), 45-50 a t each of Whittle Dene on 16th 
aad Grindon on Bth(JSB/ LGM), 3f1 a t Alnmouth on 22nd (J&RMcC) anrl 26 at Wallsend 
Swallow a lso on 22nd( PD/KR). 

Jack Snipe. 
Well report ed with 4 a t Seghill on Bth( MSH ), 2 a t Whittle Dene 15th/16th(JSB/LGM), 
2 a t Derwenthaugh on 29th(MH) and 1 a t Holywell 22nd-26th(SR/JEF et a l.). 
Woodcock. 
Coasta l r eports, probably i nvo lving immigrants, consist ed of 
Hartley , Hauxley, ' Holywell ~nd Washingt on between Bth-22nd. 
l ocaliti es well inland. · 

Bl a ck-tailed Godwit. 
fi. winter bird at Budl e Bay on 23rd(ERM). 
Bar-t ailed Godwit. 

singles at Cresswell, 
Noted a t five 

Away from th e larcse Lindisf"l.rne fl ocks 13 a t Newt on/Sea on 30th(RW). 
Green Sandpip er. 
1-2 a t Whittl e Dene a ll month(JSB/ MNC/ RW), 1 a t Colt Crag on 13th( WB ) and 1 at 
Washin~c_; ton ; n 8th(WWR ). 

Common Sandpiper. 
La te, perhaps wintering , indivi riua ls a t W::t shing t on all m0nthUf\V:R ) and at -ti-o.:"kworth 
on 2nd(JEF). 

- 4 - Red shank 

_ _j 



Redshank. 
150 at Washingt on on 1st( W'!fi. ) e..n r1 59 at Al nmouth on 22nd(J&RMcC) wer e l a r gest r epo'rt ed ga:r; h e r~_ng s. 1-J well inLmd a t ,'/hittL; Jene , DerwEmt and C0lt .Crag on three wi de fy separ a t ed d-:t t e s ~ 

Greensbank. 
A l11t o bird 11 t Washin,zt on most of monthU!":'R/KW). 
Knot. 
At Se8ton Sluice/St. Mary's 400 on 18th increas e1 t o 700 by 22nd(BG). 
Purple Sannpip er. 
Be tween 3rd-16th 100-150 ~t Bamburgh, Newt on and Seaton Sluice(BG/KR/MW). 
Littl e Stint. . 
A lat e birrl in W!J. shingt on areo. 4th-20th a nd a .~ain on 29th('NVVR/KW) • . 
Dunlin. 
Away from the ln.r ·c; e flocks in ·Linr'l.isfarne area 358 at Amble· on 22nd( J&RMcC), 200 at i\ lnmouth on 2nd( BG ) whilst inland up t o 120 in Washingt on/Bo l do n area(WWR ), up t o 60 on C;:J lt Cra~ '1es. a ll month(SAS/LGM) and 3 a t Whittle Dene 29th/30tn(JSB/RW). I· 

Sanderling . , 
200 a t St.Mary's on 9th( BG ) with 50-80 a t Ha uxl ey and BucUe Bay after 11th( HHS/BG). 
Ruff. 
Monk$ Hous e Poo l a nn Washin~t on Ref~g e each attract ed late fl ocks wtth a msx. of 14 a t th e f ormer( on 9th) and 1 s till r emaining on 23rd, a nd a paak of 10 ~t the l:=ttt er( on 8th-11th) with 1 r emaining a s l a t e a s JOth( MW/WWR et al.). 
Arctic Skua. 
Sin:_s l e l a t e birds N off Seaton Sluice on 9th(KW) a nd S there on 16th(NJW). 
Great Skua. 
1N Ha uxl ey on 9th(HRS ). 
Pom:=trine Skua . 
1N Hauxl ey on 9th( HRS ). 
Great Black-ba cked Uull. 
A typica l j_nlanrl r oos t involved 60 a t Tuns t a ll on 2!:- th( TIDV). 
Les s er Bl ack-backerl G~ll. 
Up t o 7 in both the Seaton Burn/Gosforth Park areas until 8th(FC/AHB/IK et al.). 
Herrin.a; Gull. 
As with G. B-b Gull typical r e s ervoir r 0ost of 40 a t Tunstall on 24th. 
Common Gull. 
Hoosts involved a few th ousa nds in 3udl e Bay on 30th when th ey ·wer e not ed movinG st ea~ily S~ over Haltwhistle( BG/LGX), 700 at Br ooml ee on 2nd, 200 at Sweethope on 15th when 80 were at Winga les(LGM). 
G lRuc ous Gull. 
Only r eport was of 2 imma tures ~". t Br ock rlill: n~ar Beal, on 23rd(ERIVI ). 
Littl e Gull. 
An int er esting movement of 17N( 13 adults and 4 immn tures )_ off Hauxley .on 9th(HRS). 
Bl ack-headed Gull. 
Ro osts of 600 at Tunst all on 24th( TT-fW ) and of s ev er a l thousands a t Budle Bay on 
Ki ttiwnke. 30th( BO ). 
N pAssa[~e off Hauxl ey on 9th peakerl at about , 800/hr. (HRS). An ndul t inland at Weshin~t o n 0n 1 st(1VWH). 
S1mdwi~ti Tern: 
A very l a t e r eport of 1 N off Seat on Sluic e on 22nd(PD/KR/Klli e-t al.). 
J_,i ttl e Auk. 
1 N off Hauxley a nd SeFtt on Sluice on 9th(HRS;AI0N e t al.). Followin.s two days of severe N ga l es on 16th/17th a t lea st 110~ off Sea t on Sluic~ in 1ihrs. oh 18t~ (BG/ EH/JP). On 20th a further 12N( EH ). 
Auk (sp.). 
Passing N. off Hauxl ey a t 
some Puffins identifi ed 

up t ~ 600/h~. on 9th( HRS ). Mainly Guillemot/Razorbill but 
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Wo0d Pi ge'":>n. 
Some interesting movement s no t e~ during month probably assoc i a t ed with feeding and 
r oos t nispersaL On 14th 200S over Hauxley with thousands S over Whitley Bay 
(HRS/JDMc E). On 26 t~ an~ a gain on 28th 1000 ann 5000 r espectively S over N.Shields 
at 0800 hrs. (AB). Up t o 800 re0stine; in Gosforth Par k during month. 

Collared D6ve. 
Lqr~es t reporte~ flock was of 60 at Heddon on 1s t(EAS ). 

B"'. rn Owl. 
No t ed at Robin Ro ck Drift, Pont e lqnd , Monks Hous e and J esmond D~ne. 

Tawny Owl. 
No t e0 only a t Gosforth Park(FC). 

Long-eared Owl. 
CoastRl migrants not ec'l singly a t St.Mary's on Bth(SR) and at Hauxley next iiDay(HRS). 
During aN gale on 17th 1 arrived in a ·<Sar den at Cochrane Park Est.Newcas:l:le{IGD). 

Short-eared Owl. 
Well r ep0rt ed mainly as sin~les inland and at the coast. Larges t concentrations 
were 4 a t Holywell on 22nd(SR) and 5 in Wark For est on 16th(LGM). 

Kingfisher. 
1-2 not en at 'Nhi ttle Dene, Hallingt on, B:Jlam, Mi tford, J esmond Dene, Hal twhistle 
ann Br asside. 

Green Woodpecker. • f 

Noted at Cr a st er ancl Wark. 

Great Spo tt ed Woodpecker. 
No t ec'l from ei ght widely sca tt ered l ocali ties includin~ on bird tables at Gosforth 
and HA.rnstc:rley Mill. 

Sky Lark. 
Stea~y S movement s of f l ocks of up t o 10 over Alnmouth a nd Hauxley on 2nd( BG/HRS). 
Over 200 a t Brook Mill, neRr ·seal, on 30th( BG ). 

Sh0re L8rk. 
8 in Druridge Bay on 30th(per BL). 

Swallow. 
A very l a t e individua l a t Newton/§ed on 26th(CR). 

House Mnrtin. 
1 r emained over Northumberland Park, N.Shields from 9th-1 4th(MNC). 

Hoo ded Crow. 
Singles noted a t WA.shi ng t on on 8th( M'IR ), Low Newt on on 10th(per BL), Crast er on 
23rd( 1rvsc) a nd Ti'enham· Mill on 30th( BG ). 

Blue Tit. 
Up t o 10 a t Hauxley thr0u~h ~ut month, especia lly 1uring first week(HRS). 

Coal Tit. 
Co3stRl r eports involvert 1 a t HA.uxley on Sth(HRS) when 3 were in n garden ·at 
Prest on , N.Shields(JSS). 

Marsh Tit. 
No t ec'l at Mitfor c'l ( KB ). 

Willow Tit. 
Noted at Prestwick Carr, Gos fo rth Park and Killingworth. 

Lon>?j-tai led Tit. 
We ll r eport ed . Lar ::;e st -"' l ocks we: r e at Gosforth Park(up t o 30 on many dates) and at 
Kirkley Hall(30 on 9th). 

Nuthatch. 
Noted at ~allingt ~n and hcomb and a t new l ocalities a t Allenbanks(LGM), Cdpheaton 
( KB ) and in Jesm8nd Dene ( MPF). 

Dipper. 
Well r ep0rted in usual ha unts i n western parts of the Ar ea including 1 at 's ea 
level' at Waren Mill on Bth(KB et al.). 

- 6 - Fieldfare. 



Fielr1fare. 
No heavy i mmi gr Rti ons r ep :;rted. Lar:~es t fl ocks wer e of 1000 near Wooperton on 
9th(p er BL), 300 at Prestwick Carr on 18th( E'.?.M ) and 200 at Whittle Dene qn 1st(PD). 

Redw~E..&.. 
. Well r eport ed . Only observa tion invo lvin~ immL~r-s ti o n wa s on night of 3rd/;J. th 
wh en many ca lls were heard a s th ey pa ss ed W ov er We st erhope( BG). Lar gest fl ock 
was of 300 in Holywell Dene on 2nd( MSH ). 

Blackbirr1. 
200 in Holywell Dene on 2nd( MSH ) when many wer e in Gosforth area(FC/ERM). An 
a rrivnl at Hauxl ey on 8th/9th brou8ht §2 'new ringed ' birds a nd 8 t s ~me time they 
were c onspicuous in Prestwick Carr a rea. By 23rd th ey wer e rela tively scarce in 
Gosforth Pa rk indica ting de pa rture(FC) whilst on 21st a Danish ringe d was trapped 
at /\. c omb (p er BL).. A very wb i te b~rd in West J esmond on 6th( BM ) • . 

St on echa t. 
Continue s t o be well r ep ort ed, especi s lly in san d dune a r eas of th e c oastline, 
with :for example 12 in Blyth Bay an.i the same number between Newton/Dunstanburgh. 
No t e~ a t thirteen diff er ent inland l oca tions including Harthope Valley, Sipton, 
Halt ~histle, Team V8lley and Mug~l e swick. 

Bla.ckc ap . 
Well report ed thro11-;hout m'mth. At c oast especia lly c onspicuous until 9th wh en 
1-3 wer e a t Ha uxl ey, Priors Park and Holy Island . Inland th ey were not ed at 
Ma tf en, Gosforth Park, Eshott, · Killin.:;worth, He> lywell Dene, Earsdon and Jesmond 
Dene. dn .,1 '5th ·as many as 7 wer e i n Ho lywell Dene( JEF/WAK et al.). 

Chiffchaff. 
Betwee:t11"St-11th sin~l es noteri. at Hauxley, Priors Park and Go s fo rt "h Park. On 21st 
1 in Ho lyweil Dene(JEF) ancl on 24th 1 in Penham(MH). 

Pa lla s' 1.1\fR rbler. 
1 a t Hauxley betwe en 13th-16th was seen by several observers but proved t o be very 
elsusive(HRS). It is the f ourth r ecord f or Northumberla nd. 

Goldcrest. 
Up t o 20 a t Hau'x: ey anrl in Ho lywell Dene until about mid month. Thereafter only 
small numbers noted. 

'1.ock Pipit. 
Gath erip r~ of '35 Rt .Unrnouth on 2nd( BG ). 

Grev ~vat-2; tail. 

Away from ·breed-in[~ areas wher e sma ll numbers r eside thrc1 u~h out winter 1-2 not ed 
at Hauxl·ey, BwU e Bay, Vfhftley Jqy, Gosforth and Hazleri ::?;iS • 

Waxwing . 
Well r eport er!, especia lly .a t t·h ~ c"oast, indica tinE; tha t ye t another invasion ha,d 
occurred . Because of a short a;_>;e of berries, however,_ very f ew birds stayed a nd no 
l a r r.; e flocks f ormed. They were n )t ed a rriving on 2nd ann th erenfter with flo c~s 
of up t o 14 penetra tin::,; as far inland a s St oc,lcsfi e ld. ,The l a r g est fl ocks were of 
42 a t Hams t s rley Mill on 29 th(EP), and of 2S ~t St ocksfi eld on 15th and a t Morpeth 
after 23ril. 

Great Gr ey Shrike. 
Sin~les a t Hauxley on 7th( HRS ), Ho l y Isla nd on 9th(per BL) anil at Fatfield on 28th 

Sta rling . ( LGM). 

A few arri vinJS from E at Cresswell on 8th( ·PD/KR). A huc;e r oo st in a wood near 
Little Mill, l\. lmvick on 16th( BG ) anrl another of un t o 1500 in the r eeds · a t Gosforth 
Park, espec i a lly a ft er 15th( FC). A part a lbino n; t e~ a t Boulmer on 19th( CR ). 

Gol dfinch. 
Many r eports of up t o 20. 

Si skin. 
I mmi gr a tion on 2nd i nvolved :flocks of 17 and 14 a rri"Vin?:, a t Ha uxley( HRS ) with 
ano ther sin ~ l e bird there on Rth. I n l Rnd fl ocks inv1lved up t o 50 a t Go sfo~ ~ h Park 
during month(FC), 60 a t Lqn 1l eefor il on 22nd(p er BL), 2'5 at Colt Crag on )Oth(IK) 
a n1 15 a t Greenlee on Ath(LGM). 
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Linne t. 
300 a t Hauxl ev and 9th a nd 15th and 100 a t Br ock Mill, near Beal on 23re (ERM). 

Twi t e . 
~Newton/ S ea on 26 tb( CR ). 

Red poll • 
.b'locks of 13 a t Allenbanks on 8th and 20 a t Colt Cr n,.; on 15th( LGM) with a 'flock' 
a t Hamst erley Mill on 19th(EP). 

Mea ly 'tedpoll. 
1 a t Br ock Mill, near Beal, on 30th( BG ). 

Cba ffinch. 
60 i n Ho l ywell Dene on 2nd (MSH ) and 200 i n G0 sforth Park on 22nd(MNC/MSH). 

B 1bl; r am 1n<1; . 
1Nell r epor ter'! in fl ocks of up t o 10 from wi dely s epar a t ed l ocaliti es inland a nd 
coasta l. Lar gest fl 0cks wer e 50 a t Ho lywell Dene on 2nd a nd i n Gosforth Park on 
22 nd ( MSH/ MNC ) and 30 a t Wi ddringt on on 14th( SR). 

Corn Buntinn;. 
3 sinJ;ing a t Boulmer on 2 3 r d ( I K). 

Reed Bunt i nr,; . 
nt l eas t 50 at Brock Mill, near Beal, on 10th( BG). 

Snow Buntin,~ . 

Well r eported. At l east 80 a t Ro ss on .8th( RGL) and next day 35 on Holy Isl.atld -­
increasing t o 50 by 14th( WN ). At s ame time 50 at Hnuxl ey on 7jh with 80 there next 
day a nd still 70 present on 22nd( HRS). On 9th 838 off Seat on Sluic e ( KW ) a nd by 
15th 20 a t Seaho us e s(r~v ). Thereaft er small parti es at a numb er of l ocations 
includi ng 27 on Hedgehope on 22nd(per BL), 22 a t Embleton on 26th(CR) and 1 at 
Br ooml ee L0ugh on 29th(LGM ). 

Tree Sparrow. 
~.~ax. of 50 in Hauxl ey a r ea rlurin,:s month( on 15th). 

House Sparrow. 
Part al bi n0 birds not er1 a t Cr as t er (1NSC) a nd i n Holywell Dene ( MPF). 

LIST OF CONTRIBUTORJ 

C. M. Ar1amson 
A. H. Banks 

K. Ba-rrattt 
W.Bl"ady 

J. S. Boo th 
J. S. Bacon 

A.Belshaw 
D. B.Charlt on 
R.N.Coat es 
M. N.Coat e s 
w. s .cra st er 
M.G.Cha rlwick 

F .Colley 
I. C. Dack 

P. Davids on 

J.Q. Day 
J.Day 

R. M.Day 
C.E.Dourslas 

B. & M . Etherin~t o n 

J. E. Fer guss on 
M.P.Frankis 

B. Galloway 
R. Gr ey 
E.Hawdon 

E. R. Harbottle 
B. Hunt er 
M. Henry 

M. S. B:od :~ s o n 

A. K.Ironsi ri.e 

A. James 
W. A.Kelly 

I.Kerr 
B. Littl e 

R.G.Lewis 
L. G. Ma.cfarlane 

J. & R. McCutcheon 
J.D. McElwee 
E.R. Meek 

B. Martin 
E.T. Norris 
J.R. No rris 

J.Park 
E.Pri estley 
C.Robson 

K.Robson 
S.Roddis 

A.J. Richards 
M. R.Smith 
D.L. Sowerbutts 
J. S. Spenc e 
E. A. St anl ey 

n .Temple 
K. Walton 
R. Wa.lton 

N.J. Watmough 
rr. H. Wall 

M.Wray 
H. Wilson 
Ha uxley R. S. 

Wa shingt on W. R. 

All. Dec ember r ec or ds t o Bryan Galloway , 3 Gr osvenor Court, Chapel Pa rk, 
Newcastle/Tyne NE5 1RX by 14th January, pleas e . 
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a LUB NENS AND NOTES 

Having put the Christmas f estivities behind us, with a ll s u~~cripti ons being safely 
gathered 1.n (?) we l ook f or war d t o a n ev entful 1976. 

' ' . . . . 
Club Me eting , Thursday, 8th January a t 715pm. . , 
Our speaker this month a csain i.s an ex member of th e' T. B. C. . Dr. Da;vi d Pa rkin of 
the Department of Genetics a t Nottin~ham will ~ive a n illustrated t a lk on 'Birds 
of the Galapagos'. Th e mat eria l f or this t a lk wns ga t hered on one of his many 
exp editions which have t aken him from South America t o the Sudan. 

Fi eld Trip, Sunday, 18th J~nuary. 
By c oach t o the Northumbria n Loughs. 

Mee t Baxt er's Tynemouth 
Hanc ock Museum 

B.OOam 
8.20am Cost: £1.25 app. 

In the unlikely event of hard weather, the trip will be diverted t o the North 
Northumberland c oast. Booking s and c a sh t o Mike Hodg s on, 30 Clos efi eld Grov e , 
Mo nks eat on. (T el. W. Bay 20511) or t o Tom Pa l mer, 23 Manor Park, Washing t on. 

R.S.P.B. 
Owing t o family circumsta nc es, Arthur J ones has had t o r elinquish the leadership 
of the Newcastle Group. His duti es hav e be en t a ken over by T.B.C. member I AN KERR. 
I an can be c ontact ed Rt 37 Denham Walk, Cha pel House, Newca stle.(Tel.676974 ). 

NATIONAL 'VILDFOWL COUNT 
Aft er the January c ount Ca pheat on and Bo l am l akes will not be cov er ed. Volunteer 
c ount er is required f or th ese waters f or 15th February and 14th March 1976. Offers 
of help, please, t o Ge 0ff. Macfarlane a nd 31 Wr eay Walk, Cramlingt on or a t club 
meeting . 

P110G'RM.~ME OF li'IELD SURVEYS 1976 
Having c onsideren various sugr; estions, th e Committ ee hav e a gr eed the f ol lowing 
progr amme of fiel d surveys f or 1976. The B.T.O. have informed us that the only 
Na tiona l Survey they plan f or 1976 involves Ni ghtinga l es, s o this eff ec tively 
excludes this are ''- • 
Members int eres t ed in participating in a ll or any of the f ollowinG pro jects a re 
asked t o c ontact Geoff. Macfarlane at 31 Wr eay Walk, Cramlingt on or a t any club 
meeting . 

Inla nd Gull Roosts. 
Members may recall that the B.T .O. c onducted a survey of inland gull r oos ts i n 
January 1973, but it has a lways been f elt that as this t ook place during ha r d 
wea ther when many gulls had pr0bably vacat ed inland districts th e r esults obta ined 
wer e unsatisfact ory. I n adr'l.i ti on t o the r ')osts known in 1973, others are now t o 
exist at Br ooml ee Lough, Hos e l aw Loch~ Sweethmpe Lough a nd Rayburn Lake(Win~at e s) 
and members may indeed be awa r e of others. The numbers of gulls inl and a r e also 
much hi .~h er during April an~. Oct ober as larc; e numb ers of Common a nd Black-headed 
Gulls a r e moving through on pa s sage but we ha ve no id ea of how many a r e present 
a t a ny particular time. It i s pr0pos ei th er ef ore t o hol d three c ounts at a s many 
r oo sts a s possible durinG mi d March, early October a nd mi d Dec ember. 

Stonechat . 
The l as t c ensus of breedin ·~ St onechats in N0rthumberland wa s in 1967/8 when 19 
pa irs were found in coa sta l districts between Bamburs h and Cresswell a nd 1/2 pa irs 
wer e f ound near Whittin0ham. However, s ince then there has been a dramatic increase 
in status, both in c oastal a nd inland ~istricts but partieularly the latter. It 
is, ther efore, proposed t o hqv e a r epea t s urvey in 1976. It would be impracticable 
t 0 hope t o rec orn a ll inla nd pa irs, particularly a s s ev er a l rec ent rec ords are 
from r emote forestry planta tions, but in c oasta l a r eas proba bly the whole a r ea 
c ould be c overe~ saticfactorily as mos t birds a r e c ~nfined t o th e c oastline itself. 
The prol onged bre edi~3 s eas on of th e bi rd will enable fi eldwork t o be carried out 
from April t o August. 

Little Grebe/Mute Swan. 
Like the previous sp ecies, the nu.111b er of bre6"ling Little Grebes ha s a pparently 
increas ed in r ec ent years a nd it is f elt a c ensus in 1976 would be us eful ~ 
A t ot a l of 66.73 pairs was obta ined in 1966/7. As a c ensus of thi s species will 
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.Pro!)ramme .of Fie.ld Sy.rveys q.o nt • 

• • obvious .l.y ent;ail visiting all 'pri ncipal wA t ers and ponds in th e district, it was 
f e lt a ppropriate tha t l\!Iut e Sv;ano should be· c_9 4~nt ni flS . iYell as-· it is sucli .' a_ 
c ons picuoous speci e s an a occ-ur.s in: simila r situations. · 
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, _ TYNES I DE BI RD CLUB 

December 1975 

SUWJf A.::?.Y 
Generally a milrt an~ windy mo nth with westerly wea t her pre~o~inatin~ . A s ubs t antia l 

•fall of s now t ook plac e on 12th/13th but most ha~ disaopeare d by 14th. 

Early i n the month 2 rin~ed Poc hard were s hot and indicated the Eastern origin of 
most of our wintering birds. 3 gr oups of Shore Larks were r epo rted and a larg e 
flock of Waxwing s was l ocated . A Grey Phalarope made a brief vi sit to St.Mary's 
Island and bot h I cel a nd and Mediterranean Gulls were seen at North Shields Fish Quay . 

Br ent Ge es e reach ed a pea k on Lindis farne mi d month after which some large 
c oncentrations of Gul l s were noted, especially Common/Bl ack-heade d. 

A c oas tal wader count on 20th/21 s t produced some very ' int er es ting results a lthough 
detail ed r ecords a r e not ye t avai lable fo r Lindi sfarne - Bea dnell and Alnmouth -
Bo ulmer. Compl e t e cover fun January s hould pres ent an a~curate account of th e 
n umb ers of waders winterin0 i n th e Area. 

Toward s t he month's end Cormorants were i n unusual numbers inland and both Smew 
and Lap l and Buntings were seen. 

Throughout month Hoode d Crows wer e more plentiful than t hey have been for some 
years , whilst of course th e usual ' out of season' vi s it or s r emai ned with us, th e 
numbers of Ruff being perhaps the mos t i nt erest i ng . 

CLASSI FI ED LIST 
Bl ack-throat ed Diver. 
Singles N off Seaton Sluice on 27th and 28th( KW ) and S off Ho ly I s l a nd on 28th(BU). 

Great Northern Diver. 
Single s off Ross and Bamburgh on l4th(MSH/ KR/ '1'RP et al.) and N off Seaton Sluice 
on 28th(I{1N) . 

Red-throated Diver/Diver (sp.). 
Wos t' no t ed moving N off Seaton Sluic e with 36 on 7th, 18th on 20th and 22 on 27th 
( ~Net al.). Up to 8 noted on several o ~her da tes off Seaton Sluice, Bamburgh, 
Cresswell and Wbitburn. On 20th a stranded oil ed bird on the beach at Ross was 
savaged t o death by three Labrador dogs(MJH). 

Great Cres ted Grebe. 
1 a t ~hittle Bene on ~th and 2~th(J$B/RNC et al.), 1 at Tuns tall Res. on Bth(T~V ), 
2 off Ross on 14th(KR et a l.) and 1 off Howick on 27th(EAS). 

Red- nec ked Grebe. 
2 o+'f mouth of Budle Bay on 27th( NIH ). 

Little Gr ebe . 
1="6 noted atWhi ttle Dene , 'runstall ·, Cr esswell, 'lalleypike, . 1Va shingt on and on 
R. Tyne between Hedd on and Hexham. Up t o 10 at Gosforth Park( FC et al.). 

Fulmar. 
2S around Tynemoufuh cliffs on 6th(SR) and 30 around Bamburgh Castle on 20th( ETN/ 

Gannet. 
J RN ). 

Unusual numbers for the time of year i nvolved 100N off Seaton Sluice on 13th with 
86 in 5 minutes on 30th(B&ME/ KW ). Small numbers a l so no t ed on 14th~ 20th and 28th. 

Cormor ant. 
I nland r ecords we r e a f eature wi th 1-3 noted a t Ho lywell, Wall send Swallow~ Colt 
Crag , i!fhi ttle Dene . ~i:o re numerous at Wa shington (up to 13), Halling t on (up yo 12) 
and R. Tyne at Heddon ( up to 11). The high counts we r e made aft er 20th. 

Her on. ---Larc;es t c:;atbering was a t a r oos t on Larch trees near Bywell when 7 were seem on 
26th( J~i). 1-3 at many oth er localiti es includi ng well i nl and near Uswayforj in 
Upper Coquet0ale. 

Fl amingo . 
2 made a brief visit t o Cresswell Pond on 24th ( W~K) . 
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White Pelican. 
The Warkworth bird was still present on :?. 8th(LO.ti.-) :~ ~ -

Mallard. 
Largest oc.lCentra-:: ion ···a.s of 5 80 on 1\T'J rthu:nbria.n TJo u:;hs on 29th( EAS) but flocks of 
200-300 were noted at Gos ¥orth Park, Holywell, uerwent, Colt Crag, Whittle Dene 
and near Kirkley. Offshore roosts involved 300 off ea ch of Bamburgh and 8resswell 
on 14th( MSH/BG et al.) with 110 off Howick on 27th(EAS). 
Teal. 
Largest concentrations were 200 i n Budle Bay on 14th(LGM), 153 at Blaydon on 21st 
(JMG/LJM), 120 at Gosforth on 21st( FC), 115 at Grindon on 13th(LGM) and 100 at 
Washington on 28th( E-qlvl/BL). 

Gad wall. 
Only r eport was of a f emale at Gosforth on 2~thl27th( FC). 

Wig eo:q..!.. 
Some large inland concentrations with 200-400 at 
12tb(RG/LGM et al.), a max. of 417 at Derwent on 
on 13th (EAS) and 150 at Broomlee on 29th(EAS). 
off Seaton Sluice on 14th( KY ). 

Pin tail. 

Grindon all month with a peak on 
14th(J&RMcC), 150 at Whittle Dene 
Largest offshore count was of 50N 

All reports were between 14th-28th when 13 were on Fenham Flats( ETN/JRN), 1 at 
Holy Is.(BU), 2 at Monks'Uouse(MSH), 2 near Kirkley(ERM) and singles at Derwent 
(J&RMcC) and at Whitley Bay Quarry(NJW). 
Shovel er. 
Max. at Gosforth Park was 40 on 16th and 21st(FC/AJ/BG). 7 at Broomlee on 13th 
(LGM) and 1-3 noted at Grindon, Wallsend Swallow and Colt Crag • . Just over W..l 
border at least 97 at Hoselaw on7th(CMA). 
Scaup. 
Only report s were of 7N Seaton Sluice on 14th with 1N there on 25th(K.1N). 
Tufted Duck. 
~1ost were noted in Gosforth 'ark with a peak there of 210 on 25th-27th~LGM/FC). 
40-7C were not ed a~: Holywell, Seaton Burn, Whittle Dene and Northumbrian Loughs 
during month. Of fshore 2N at Seaton Sluice on 14th( KN ). 
Pochard. 
Most plentiful at G sforth with 120-1~0 on 7th, 21st and 25th(FC/BG/LGM). Max. of 
65 at Bolywell on 14th(CED) and 20- :1. 0 at Seaton Burn, Whittle Dene, Colt Crag, 
Hallington, Northumbrian Loue;hs and Washi ngton. The origin of our winterinf; . 
population was suggested wh en birds wearing Latvian a nd Russian rings wr: ~:' e 3hot at 
Bel¥ord and Blagdon r espectively on 3rd/1th. 

Gold en ey e . 
Well report ed in parties of up to 8 on several waters. Larger gatherings involved 
17W over Hal t1Nhistle on 7th, 20-23 on Northumbrian Loughs on 13th and 27th( LGM) ,. 
22 at Derwent on 1tl th( J&RMcC), up to 23 on R. Tyne at Heddon with a peak on 28th 
(EAS), 14 on R.Tweed on 7th(CMA). Offshore, up to 18 on sea off Seaton Sluiae 
with some N passage on 7th(217N) and on 14th( 85N) (KW et al.). 
Long-tailed Duck. 
Up to 40 in Seahous es/BRmburgh/Ross area during month( LGlVI/MSH/TRP/KR). 1 near 
Alnmouth on 20th(J&RMcC) was only other record. 
Velvet Scoter. 
Off Hauxley 2N on 7th(HRS) and off Seaton Sluice 1N on 7th and 2N on 27th(KVV ). 
Common '3cot er. 
19 N Seaton Sluice on 7th(I0.'/) and 79 off Alnmouth on 20th(J&Rl\kC). 
Red-breast ed Mer~anser. 
Only r eports were of singles off Seat on Sluice on 20th and 2~th( K\'1). 
Goosander. 
By far largest gathering was of 11 at Hallington on 21st(EAS). 10-15 were noted at 
Colt Crag, Sweethope, Gre enl ee, Der went and Gosforth PGrk with smaller numbers on 
R. Tyne at Heddon, Wylam and Hs xham, Rlso Tunstall, 'Va shington, Sea ton Burn and rir. 
Kirkley. Small numbers in breeding areas at end of month including pair in display 
at Catcleugh on 21st(JCD). 
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Goosand er (c ontinued) 
Singles Nand S at--S~at on Sluic e on 13th/1 4th respectively(KW). Over 100 a t 
Hoselaw ,j u c, t over NN border on 28th( '.'!LR). 

Smew. ---A fema l e or immatur e at Co lt C:ag on ?8th(BG) . 

Shelduck. 
Th e usual offshore N December mov ement was witnessed on 13th/1 1th when small 
parti es were seen o:ff several points between Sea ton Sluic e ahd ·Ross(·LGM/KR/KVv\) ~ · .. ~1 
At Seaton Sluice 75 were counted on 14th(LGM). Over 170 i n Budle Bay on 14th(LGM). 

g_r~lag Goo s e. 
65 at Hartburn on 13th(RGL), and on 14th 62 at Budle Bay( LGM) a nd 32 near Belford. 
1-8 noted a t Holywell Whittle Dene , Grindon and Druridge. On 5th a bird that had 
taken r efuge on an North Sea oil rig was r eleased at Wa shington Refuge (W'NR) . 
Up to 1000 noted at Hoselaw ;j us t ov er N'N bord er ('.VLR/CMA ). Unid en t ifi ed Gr ey Geese, 
probably Gr eylag involved 15 N at Seahous es on 14th and 30N over Benton on 24 th . 

Pink-footed Goose. 
1·1- S !DV;r · Wa shington on ;Hh("VVI!R ) &nd 1 at Budl e Bay on 14th ( LGM). 

BrGnt Goose . 
i~ Holy I s . counts of 480 on 13th(BL) and 250-300 on 28th( ~J). An immatu~e bird 
(dark-breasted) in Coquet Es t. on 6th and 13th/14th(RGL/AH/MI'l'/Ld-M)' and possibly 
the same bird N off Seaton Sluice on 10th( KB ). · 

Canada Goose. 
63~-Colt Crag on 26th(LGM) and 2 near Holywell on 6th(CMA). 

E.~p ti ;:m Goo se. 
Single a t Wa shing t on all month. 

Mut e Swan. 
35 a t Berwick on 8th and 10 a t Warkworth on 13th(AH). 11 at Wa llsend Swallow on 
29th( ffi PF). 
1Nhooper Swa n. 
A ge:<.eral r eductjon in numbers since November. Ma;x ~ counts were 70 at Northumbrian 
Loughs(mainly G- · lndon) on 22nd - only 8 j uvs. (LGM), 69 in Backworth/Hol_ywel l area 
on 31st- only 4 iuvs., 70 near Elling t on on 5th(per BL) and 72 near Coldstr eam on 
30th(MH). Up to 8 not ed a t Catcleugh, Sweet hop e, Bywell, Craster, Blagdon, 
Langl ey and 'Nashin~S t on. 

Bewick's Swan. 
2-7 not ed at Monks ' Hous e be t ween 6th-26j;h(VvSC/LGM/MJH et a l.). At Wash:i ne;:con 5 on 
2nd-6t.h then 4 on 9th-12th(AT/THW e t al.). 1 a t Ho l ywell on 17th(JEF). At 
Ellington 4-8 b et ween 11). th-29 th( ERM et a l .). 

Sparrowhawk. 
Not ed a t t en widely spread l ocalities, with two nes t s-ites already occupied in the 
Slaley area. 1 forc ed a sparrow t o t a ke r efuge i nsid e a parked car in Newca s tle 
on 12th whil s t it gl ared a t both sparrow and driver through the window!(per BL). 

Hen_llarri eF~ 
1 near Linshiels Lake on 24th(JC D/ DBC). A female. 

Merlin. 
Singles noted at t en widely spread l ocalities, fo ur being known breeding areas. 

Kestrel. 
A-mal e found with a broken wing at Bent on on 12th died v ery soon aft erwards( FC ). 
A f emal e ~pparently habitually preyi~~ on sparrows/ St a rlings in gar dens a t 
Whickham(TRC) . 

Bl ack Gr ouse. 
Many in evid~nc e on Otterburn Ranges a ll mont h(JCD) . 

\Tifa t er Rai l. 
No t ed a t Gosfo rth on a number of occasi ons(FC/ JPD/ EML/ KB/ BG). Singl es a lso noted 
a t Newt on , Bolam and Holywell( LGriT/ J EF/ WAK ). 

Moorhen. 
57 a t Blaydon on 6th(LJM) and 16 feeding from. trough, with sheep a t Ho l ystone i n 
Coque tdale on 27th( ERM ) " · - 3 - 'ta~ot 



1 
Coat. 
500-600 at '3eaton Burn all monthCU), 139 11t Wn,llsen(l :::>wa llow on 25th(LGM), 115 at 
Gosforth on 29th(FC) and 90-110 at Broomlee during seco:ad half of month(LGM). Up 
to 13 in T:3erwick harbo•1r during first ha lf of month( AH) and 3 in Co quet Est. on 20th 

( J &RJI.1c c ) • Oyst erc a tcher. 
Up to 480 roosting at Ross during mo nth(IJGM/ KR/ MSH/TRP). 
La pwing. 
Few records rec eived. 2000 at Whittle Dene on 26th(LGM) and 800-1000 at Seaton 
Burn most of month( AJ). 

Ringed Plover. 
On 20th/21st 25 Warkworth/Alnmouth(J&RMcC), 50 in Druridge Bay area(MSH/AH), 47 
be tween Boulmer and Beadnell(JB/IK) and 38 Blyth-Tynemouth(~V). An unusual inland 

oocu:r:rence of 1 at 1Nhi ttle Dene on 6th( J SB ). 
Grey Plover. 
On 1 ~ th 91 in Budle/ Ross area(LGM). On 20th/21st a typical count of only 7 made 
a l ong No rthumb erl11nd coast to S of Beadnell. 
Gold en Plover. 
On 26th-28th2000-3000 in Whittle Dene area(BG/LGM). Flocks of 250-500 not ed at 
Hensh11w, near Newton and 3t Bamburgh. Party of 25 on high moorland near Holystone 
on 28th(JCD). 

Turns tone . 
A coas tal count on 20th/21st produc ed a total of over 700 be tween Beadnell and 
Tynemo uth including over 300 in Cras t er/Bea dnell a rea. 
Common Snipe. 
At l eas t 100 in Blaydon Pond/Derwenthaugh area 21st-24th(l'i1H/LJM), 57 at Whittle 
Dene on 6th(JSB) and 15-40 at Hallington, near Kirkley, Gosforth Park, Monks'House, 
Alnmouth a nd 1Nashington. Many on Gtt erburn Moors all month(JCD). 
J a ck Snipe . 
Singles not ed a t Hallington, Whittl e Dene, Sea ton Burn, Havanna h and Derwentha ugh. 
wo odcock. 
Singlesnot ed .. i ~. moorland terrain in Upp er Coquet qa l e on 24th( ~CD) an~ 27th(ER1'VI ). 
Curl ew. 
200 near Waren Mill on 14th(TRP/MSH et al.) and 85 at Ho lystone in Coquetdale on 
27th(ERl'!I). Coa stal count on 20th/21st produc ed t otal of only 53 between Tynemoullh 
and Beadnell. 

Bar-t ailed Godwit. 
9 not ed during coasta l count on 20th/21st be·t ween Tynemouth and Beadnell wa s a 
typical distribution for the time of year. 

Green Sandpiper~ 
Singles at Whittle Dene most of month(JSB/EAS/RW) ' Rnd a t Colt Cra.g on 28th(BG). 
Re dshank. 
246 counted on coast bet ween Beadnell a nd Tynemouth on 20th/21st. 1-4 inland in 
Heddon and Whittle Dene areas throughout month. 
Spott ed Redshank. 
1 in Budl e Bay on 21st(R'.'V ) a nd 31st(CED). 
Purple Sandpiper. 
70 in Bamburgh area on 14th(LGM/THP/MSH e t al.). On 20th/21st 119 Tynemouth-Blyth 
(JDMcE/KVI!), 38 Chevington-Amble(AH) and 141 Crast er-Beadnell(JB). 
Dunlin. 
A total of 1147 count ed on coast betwee n Tynemouth-Beadnell on 20th/21st including 
394 in Coquet Est. Inland r ecords of 3W over Plenmell er on 7th(LGM), 7 at Derwent 
on 14th(J&RMcC), 3 a t Washington on 18th(WWR ), 1 at Grindon on 21st(LGM) and 20 at 
Colt Crag on 28th(BG). 

Sand er ling. 
Of only 135 on coast between Beadnell-Tynemouth on 20th/21st, 111 were in Seaton 
Sluice area(~N/JDMcE et al.). 
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Ruff. 
Up t o 9 on many occasi ons a t Monks ' T-Iouse dur i ng month(LGM/IK e t a l.) . I a t · l 

·washingt on on Bth ( W~;!R) a nd .3 a t Eas t Bo l don on 27th (JEF ). 

Gr ey Pha l <?>rOE£.:_ 
1 not ed a t St. Mary ' s bet ween 6~ h-8th feedi ng close t o t he ca usevvay(T\¥ e t a l.) . 

Arctic Skua. 
1N Sea t on Sluic e on 2nd( BE ) ~ 

Gr ea t Skna. 
HT Soat on Sluic e on _3 0th( B&-J1E) . 

Gr eat Bl ack-backed Gul l . 
Abo ut 900 no ted on c oast bet ween ·rynemouth-Beadnell on 20th/21st. Usua l wi n t eri ng 
birds, mai nly singl es, wandering m~ors i n Upper Coq uet da l e on 27th( ERM). 

Lesser Bl a.ck-ba cked Gull. - -- · A wi nt eri ng singl e bird a t St a nning t on on 4th (per BL). 

Common Gull. 
Some l arge gathering s r eport ed , mai nl y of a dul ts, with on 1 !1-th _3 000 a t Holywell 
a nd 4/5 000 a t Wes t Monkseat on ,on 26t h 3000 r oos ti ng a t Sweethope and on 27th 4000 
a t Ho l ywell( BG/LGM ). 

Gl a•wous Gull. 
1-2 in Seat on Sluic e a r ea fr om 12th(JEF/KR/RGL e t aL) . 2 a t Amb l e on 20t h( J&RMcC ) 
a nd 1 a t Druridge on 28th( KH). 

Ic el and Gull. 
lm a dult a t N. Shi e l ds on 6t h ( SR ) and a n i mmature N near Hauxl ey on 21s t( AH ) . 

Little Gull. 
An i mmature N a t Sea t on Sl uic e on 25 t h ( KW ). 

Bl a ck-headed Gull" 
3000 i n Seat on Sluic e a r ea f r om 20th( BG/ mv e t a l .) and 500 i n Coque t Est. on 20th 

Medit erranean Gull. ( J&RlVIc C) . 

A fi~st-year not ed a t N. Shi e l ds Fi s h Quay on 6th(SR). 

Littl e Auk . 
Off Sea t on Sluic e 4N on 7th , 1N on 13th and 19N on 14th( IDN ). 

Auk( sp . ) . 
Off Sea t on Sluic e 1 OJN on 7th a nd 173 N on 13th ( KW e t a l.). 

Barn Ovvl. 
No t ed a t Wi ddring t on , Wyl am a nd Pont el and . 

Little Owl. 
No t ed a t JVIq t fe n, Po nt el and and Ho l ywell. 

Tawny Owl. 
No t ed a t St anning t on, Pres t ,Ni ck Carr and Pont el and. 

J"ong- ear ed Owl . 
6 a t Cleado n on 20th(PD) and s i ng l es near Backworth on 15th and 17th(JEF ) and near 
Belsay on 25th( KH ). 

Short-ear ed Owl. 
4 near ·•Jashing t on on 7th( MMcC) and 1-2 a t Ross , Amb l e , Holywell, Ear sdo n , Gosf orth 
Park, Li nshi s ls a nd Robi n Rock , near Gr eenl ee . 

Ki ngfi sher. 
1-2 a t Bo l am , Whittl e Dene , Washing t lm and on t he Ouse burn be t ween Gosfort h a nd 
J esmo nd Dene . 

Gr een Woodpecker. 
No t ed a t Belsay. 

Gr en t .Sp o tt ~d Woodpecke_!'..=_ 
Visiting bird t abl es a t Gosfort h , Be:nt on and HRmst er ley Mill. 

Lesser Spott ed Woodpecker~ 
1 in a gar de n a t Hams t erl ey r ill on 22nd ( EP). 
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Skylark. 
Flocks of 100-200 not ed a t Bambure;h (13th) and Holy I s l a:nd (2 8th). 
Shore lark. 
3 reports ~ 4 in Drurjdgc B8y on 3rd, 4 on Ho ly Is. on 5th(per BL) and 2 at Amble 
on 8th(per ERM). 

Carrion Crow. 
Flocks of 10-20 not e~ at Crast er, Colt Crag and Gosforth Park. 
Hood ed Crow. 
10 nt Crast er on 6th(LGM/RGL), J.l_ in Druridge Bay on 28th(KH) and singles at 
Pont el and(JOth), Stocksfield(20th) and Blaydon(19th~29th). 
Willow Tit. 
Noted a t '7alls end Swallow, Stocksfi eld and Prestwick Carr. 
Long-tail ed Tit. 
Well :report ed. Flocks o r: up t o 1'5 noted at Allenbanks, Heddon, Stocksfield, Bywell, 
Dipton, Warkworth, Gos f orth, Hamsterley Mill and Riding Mill. 
Nutha tch. 
1-2 a t Bo lam all month(ICD/BH/Wll.K). 
Fi eldfar e . 
Flocks of 150-300 a t Allenbanks(17th), Crookha ll(12th) and Sla ley(21st). 
Redwing. 
Roost 6f 600 at Gosforth on 13th( MSH ). 15 0 a t Seaton Sluice on 13th( KR ) a nd 40-50 
a t Ho lywell(6th), N.Shields(23rd) and Hamsterley Mill(27th). 
Stonechat. 
Noted alon,~ almost the whol e coastline with 15 between Blytb a nd St. Mary 's being a 
typical distribution. No t ed inland at four locations in N.Durham but at only one 
in Northumberla nd. 

Blackcap. 
On 6th singles in J esmond Dene(MPF) a nd at Ravensworth(LJM). 1 at Craster on 8th 
(WSC) and 1 a t Heddon on 31st( EAS ). 
Chiffcbaff. 
Singl es noted in gardens at Cramlington a nd Killingworth on 26th-28th(per BG). 
Gr ey 'NRgt ail. 
1 in urban habitat a t Felling all month(MMcC). 
Waxwinff• 
Lar gest fl ock wa s of 100 i n Hamsterley ~~1111 
(p er BL). 35 at Wylam lat e in month(p er BG ) 
Fenham, Whitley Bay and ~a shingt on. 

Gr eat Gre:v Shrike. 

area on 4th( EP ) when 30 wer A in Morpeth 
a nd up t o 20 at Heddon, West erhope, 

1 at Seaton Burn on 

St arling . 

13th( BL) and l ate in month singl es near Ro thbury and at Budl e 
B3.y. 

The Gosforth Park ~oa st ha~ broken up by 20th( FC). 
Greenfinch. 
Up to 300 at Druridge lat e in month(LGM/EBM) and 100 at Hauxiei on 5th( HRS ). 
Go ldfinch. 
Widespread in flocks of up to 30 even in centre of Newcas tle. 
Si skin. 
Up to 60 noted at Bo lam( BH e t a l.) and up to 30 a t Gosforth Park( FC e t al.). 1-8 
not e d a t Plessey, Colt Crag and Wa shL'lgton. 
Twite. 
Between 13th-28th up to 20 at the usua l winter haunt on Coquet Estua ry( AH/LGM/ MJIT). 
Red poll. 
Flocks of '~ 0 noted a t Ho l burn( 7th) and Colt Cr A.g ( 26th). 20 a t Stannington on 5th 
we re r eport ed to be ' Mealy'(per BL). 
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Bull finer .• - --......... --- .. --.. -An unu s ua l numb er of r eports suggest erl the. t popCJ. l a tion wa s bigber t han nor mal with 
up t o 20 A.t PJ es s ey , Be:'..say 1 Gosforth, \1-!y l am , }I,:) l ywe ll Dene and Ri ding :Mi l L :t in a 
garden a ': Hamsterl ey ;yiill r'L~ri ng l .c-cs t week was a l arge, bright ma l e - probably a 
bird of N r ace .( EP ) • 

.]?ramblinJS. 
100 a t St ocksfi eld on 27tb(per BL) and small numbers a t Byrness, Druridge and 
App erl cy Dene. 

~i-1-P~and Buntinrs.~ 
1 on Ho ly I s l and on 26th (MS ). 

s129_w Bunting._ 
120 i n 1Ja uxl ey area ( HF?.S ) and 6') at Long Nanny mos t of mo nthe 25-35 a t Ross ( 14th) ' ' LI . 

and Ambl e (2~~b with sma ller numbers a t Ma rsd en and St. Mar y 's area. 

:pre e Sparrow. 
150 witb Greenfi nc b E. s at Drur i dge on 29th( ERl';1 and 30 at Hauxl ey on 5th(HRS). 

LI ST OF CONTniBUTORS 

B. V. ,\tkins 
C. M. /v'lamson 

J.Bac on 
K. Barratt 
'V. Br ady 

J.S.Booth 
IL H. Ban:Cs 

F.Colley 
R.N.Coat es 
D. B.Charlton 
W,S.Crast er 
T. "Ei· Cook 

P. Davidson 
C. E , Dougl a s 

A. Donni s::m 
I. C .Deck 

J.C.Day 
J.P.Deacon 

B. Eth erington 
P. Eth ering t on 
NI . Etheri ngton 

Nr . P.Franki s 
J. E. Fer guss on 

B. Galloway 
J. ~-'1 . Gi bso n 

R.Grey 
·s . Hunt er 
K. Hutt c>n 
M. Henry 

~~ . S. Hodgson 
A. Heavisi de s 

JY . J . Harbi son 

.!\. . K. Ironsi de 
A.James 
I .Kerr 

W · -~~ - Kelly 
E. Lobl ey 

R.G.Lewis 
B. IJi ttl e 

E. F.Lindsay 
L.G. Ma cfarlane 

J. & R. McCutcbeon 
J.D. McElwee 

M. Mc Cann 
E. R .• Meek 
L. J" IV!i lton 
E. ·r . Norris 
J. -q . Norris 

E.Pri estley 
T. R.Pa l mer 
W. r~. Rimmer 

SoRoddis 
K. Robson 

E. A.Stanley 
M. Skillet er 
A.Temp l e 

li. . ]II[ .Taylor 
B.Unwin 
K.WAlton 
R. Walton 

T.H.Wall 
'J . J. Wat mough 

T. V!i_nt er 
Ha uxl ey R. S. 
Wasbins; ton W.R. 

All J anuary r ecords t o Br yan Gallowny, ) r::r osv enor Court, Chapel Park, Wes t erhope, 
Newca stle/Tyne. NE5 1RX by 9th February, pl ease. S. A. E. for supply of :r ,:cord 
cards. 



CLUB N~7S AND NOTES 

CLub MeetJ.n~ 'rbursd Y.. 12th February at 7 .15p:n . 
Thi s wi1 .!.. be ou:·· annual ' l~lembers' ~·Ti ght' when club members give short talks on 
their own particular act i vities. Previous yea rs have served to show the wealth 
of talent that exis ts within the club, and the scope and diversity of subject 
matter ~ has entertained and often surprised the rest of us. 
Our February.m:et :i ng promises to be of a bi ,o;b standard wi tb (a t th e time of writing ) 
contributions from :-

Jim Deacon on Wood Warblers, a species be feels is somewhat neglected in 
Northumbri a . 
Jack Barker whose birdwatching i s l argel y done from the deck of his 
fishing boat 10 miles off the coast, and whose magnificent slides are 
the envy of dry land s ea watchers . 
Les Mil t on and Don Cook on Bl aydon Pond and it s birds. This area frequently 
features i n the month l y bull etin, and is in process of being designated a 
reserve by the local council. This des i gnation i s mainly the result of the 
ringing programme and observations carried out by Le s a nd John Orton 
during the l as t 4/5 years. 

Field Trip, Sunday, 15th February . 
By coach to South East Scotland. This will be in the Musselburgh/Pres tonpans/ 
Seafi el c'l area and climaxed (we hope) by views of the geese flighting in to roost 
a t Gl adhouse Reservoir. 

Mee t at 
11 " 

Baxt er ' s Tynemouth 
Hancock Mus eum 

.s.ooam 
8.20am cost £1.25 

Booking for the trip to: 

or 

Inland Gull Roosts. 

Mi ke Hodgson, 30 0 l osefi e ld Grove, Monkseaton. 
Tel. W.Bay 20511 

Tom Palmer, 23 fliano r Park, Washington. 

Th e spring counts of inland gull roosts are t o take place over th e weekend of 
13t1./1 .').tb March e Th ere are still some known sites which are, as yet, without 
counters. Off ~rs of assis t ance t o cover these shoul d be made to: 
Geoff Macf'arlane, 31 Wreay Walk, Cramlingt on or at the February club meeting. 

Colour marked Ringed Plovers. 
Ringed Pl overs Cll!e' being colour marked on the Lindisfarne Reserve by 
Mike Pienkowski. Sightings of any of these birds should be sent wi th fL: .. 1 
details to Mike at 5, Br ock Mil l Cottages, Beal, Berwick-On- Tweed . 
I f the birds ar e seen on Lindi sfarne itself details of the EXACT location 
would be welcomed. 

Easter Draw. 
Some generous off ers of prizes have already been made by members, but i n order 
to amke this a 'bumper' effort, mav th e committ ee appeal for further 
c ontributions?. Tom Pa l mer has the ' Ways' but seeks help with the 'Means 1 • 

I nfo r mal Smoker. 
Back t o T.Palmer again. Thi s ev ent will now t ake place on Friday, 12th March , 
a l ess auspicious date than origi nally planned, but the premi ses will at least 
be licensed on that date l! 
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