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The xronth had ttt.O main periods of hard weather with snow on many days. Periods of 
easterly winds ensured that t.en;>eratures were kept even lower and seas becarre very rough 
at the end of the xronth. Even so the axrount of sunshine was above average for the• t.irre 
of the year. 

As usual duck nurrbers fluctuated as various . waters froze over and Goldeneye n\liOOers, in 
particular, increased during the xronth. At least four-five Srrew continued to be 
reported especially at Hadston Lake where there were also Velvet Scoters and 
Red-breasted Mergansers. Both Lapwing and Golden Plover reports were few, perhaps as 
they xroved out of the area, but CUnlins sho~ a marked increase on the regular wader 
count. out of season waders included a Black- tailed Gcx:lwit and a wintering Green 
Sandpiper . .. 
'1\o.o Pomarine Skuas flew S. at Holy Island on the 2nd. Both Glaucous and Iceland Gulls 
were noted particularly at the favoured North Shields Fish Quay area. The Laughing Gull 
continued its 1 winter residency at Newcastle General Hospital as did the Craster 
Med.iterranea.n Gull. 

Up to seven wng-eared OWls were present near Wallse.l"ld Swallow Pond and a Water Pipit 
was at Whittle Dene on 5th. Small numbers of Waxwings continued to appear briefly at a 
few localities. T\oA:) wintering Blackcaps and a Chiffchaff were noted. Seven-eight 
Lapland Buntings were at Druridge on 3rd and small groups of Twite and ~ly Redpolls 
were in several widespread localities. 

The xrost disturbing report of the xronth was an oiling incident at Berwick Harbour on 
26th. This was widely reported by the rredia and they concentrated mainly on the 
destruction of at least 110 .Mute Swans, although a count on that day (supplied by the 
R.S.P.B.) before the incident indicated at least 600 birds were in Berwick Harbour 
(including 219 M..lte Swans and 240 Goldeneye). 

Other interesting species noted during the xronth included Black-necked Grebe, Bewick 1 s 
Swan, at least four Hen Harriers, Jack Snipe and Lesser Spotted Woodpecker . 
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WEATHER SUMMARY 
NORTH EAST ENGLAND 

JANUARY 1986 

The month started cold and unsettled with sleet, rain or snc:w in most parts. Frost 
reported on most nights to about the 8th. 

Gale force westerly winds on the lOth caused thawing for a time until the 15th, 
then turther wintery weather in all parts. Another windy period fram 18th-23rd as 
deep lc:ws passed over the British Isles. The last week saw a frosty start turn 
cold and cloudy with strong winds setting in tram the East by the 29th, the seas 
becaning very rough. 

Temperatures 

All parts showed mean temperatures just below nonnal, with Redesdale and Widdy Bank 
Fell the lowest . The coldest day was the 26th, minus 8.5 deg C at Widdy Bank Fell, 
the 4th also a cold day, minus 8. 4 deg C, also 24 days with maximum temperatures 
below 0 deg C at Widdy Bank Fell. The coldest day at lower levels, 6th with 
maximum temperatures minus 0 . 8 deg C at Bishop Auckland, 3rd with minus 1.6 deg C 
at Durham, and Hartburn 0 . 4 deg C on the 6th. 

SnCMfall 

A snowy rronth with most parts having large numbers of days with snow falling: 
Newcastle had 14, average 8, Widdy Bank Fell had 26, average 12, but still not as 
high as 1985 with 30! 

Rainfall 

With the exception of the coast near 'I}memouth with 78% of average, all areas had 
near normal rain. High ground slightly above the Redesdale 150%, Widdy Bank Fell 
153%, Haydon Bridge 176%. 

Sunshine 

All sunshine totals above average, Tynemouth the most with . 153%, Newcastle l3l%. 
The hill stations seeing least, with Redesdale only 41 hours, and 17 days with no 
sunshine. 

Wind 

A windy rronth, a spell of northeasterly until the 7th, then westerly until the 28th 
with another easterly spell to finish. Canpared to average, Newcastle had 8 
occasions with gales (gust ~ 43 knots) - average 3.5. Bishop Auckland had 14, 
average 2.3 the 2nd highest since 1972. Two other features :- icy patches reported 
in Durham and Northumberland on the nights of the 11th, 12th and 14th, prcbably due 
to evaporation in the very strong winds, which is unusual. High seas especially 
from the 29th with easterly gales on the coast . Swells of 8 to 9 metres reported 
to end the month. 

Far too windy for much, only on the 5th in the Vale of York up to Newcastle, 
patches of 70 yards in Newcastle at 0600 GMT, clearing after midday . On the 19th -
thick fog North of the Tyne in heavy rain. 

Ca.JRTFSY OF NB\CASTLE WEATHER CENI'RE 
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CI.ASSIFIED LIST 

Red-throated Diver/Diver (Sp) 
Eight at Stag Rocks on 19th (JCD) am seven at Holy Island on 26th (DPa) were the 
largest counts. One-five also notEd at Budle Bay, Craster, Berwick, D ruridge Bay, 
Seaton Sluice and St. Mary's Island. cne was.at North Shields Fish Quay on 21st 
am 30th (IF). 

Black-throated Diver 
Singles were off Amble oo 12th (GH), Stag Rocks on 25th (JC/PRJ) and at Warkworth 
Gut on 26th (MI.C/TAC) • 

Great Northern Diver 
Singles were at Druridge bay on 12th (I<DS) and Holy Islam on 26th (JDL). Another 
in Blyth Harbour oo 25th was still present in early February (MHp) • 

Little Grebe 
Five were at Whittle Dene on 11th (.MR) and Cresswell Pond on 18th (JCD/&'13). 
One- two were also seen at Ovingharn, Morpeth, Seatoo Burn, Berwick and Blyth 
Estuary. 

Great Crested Grebe 
One-two were at Whittle Dene on several dates (BNR/JRT et al) and singles at 
Hallingtoo on 19th and Seatoo Burn on 19th/20th. 01 the coast two were at St. 
Mary 's Island oo 1st (MI?F) and singles at Berwick Li tt1e Beach on 12th (DPa) and 
Stag Rocks on 25th (JC) . 

Red -necked Grebe 
One was still at Druridge Pool on 1st (BDG/PRW) . Fui:"ther singles were at Holy 
Island on 16th and 26th (ASJ/JDL), Stag Rocks on 4th and 25th (ES) and Berwick oo 
19th (JRI) . 

Slavonian Grebe 
On 4th four were at Ross Back Sands and two at Holy Island (MA/KH). 'IWo were at 
Stag Rocks on 19th (KR) and one at Beadnell Bay on 18th (RKS). 

Black-necked Grebe 
One was at the Ccquet Estuary on 28th/29th (EMY). 

Fulmar 
90 were at Dunstanburgh cliffs on 26th (RKS) and 36 at Bamburgh castle on 25th 
(IC) . 

Gannet 
One was in the rryne Estuary /North Shields Fish Quay area on 4th (JC/AH) . 
Two were off Berwick on 12th (JRI) . 
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Cormorant 
71 were at Blyth Harbour .on 19th (LJM). At the "IYne Estuary on 4th a total of 60 
flew dONnstrearn and 20 were at Blaydon on 30th (BNR) . 49 were at Amble Harbour on 
3rd. The roost at Corbridge held 23 on 5th increasing to 34 on 25th (MR). At 
other inlam localities one-seven were noted at Sweethope Loogh, Hallington, 
Whittle Dene, Seaton Burn, caistron, and Felton. 

Shag 
300 were at Holy Island on 26th (JDL) . 

Grey Heron 
Gatherings of six were at Ho;vick on 12th (RKS) and St. Mary 1 s Island on 18th (AJB) • 

One-two were at nine other widespread localities. 

Mute Swan 
229 were at Berwick Harboor on 3rd (JRI) where an oiling incident occurred .on the 
26th. About 110 died or were destroyed as a result and most of the remainder have 
been taken into care. There were none present at this locality on 31st. 40 were 
at Co:;IUet Estuary on 6th/7th (EMY), 19 at Hartburn on 11th (MLC), l7 at 
Killingworth Lake on 9th (LJM) , and 16 at Seaton Burn on lst and 26th (AJJ) . 2- 12 
also noted at Cresswell Pond, Blyth Estuary, Gosforth Park, Arcot and Northumbrian 
Lrughs . 

Bewick 1 s Swan 
Two adults were at Cresswell Pond on 4th (ES/WTL) . 

Whooper Swan 
102 (about 25 juveniles) were at Cornhill on 19th (JCD/AMB). lOO were at Seaton 
Burn on 12th where 60- 70 roosted each night. A this locality two were found dead 
on lOth and another struck an overhead cable on 22nd (AJJ/AIB/MH). Up to 55 were 
in the Druridge/Cresswell/Bothal area during the month (MLC et al) . 28/29 were at 
Holy Island Lalgh on 25th/26th (JMA/JDL), 17 at Seaton Delaval on 7th (TAC) and 
2- 14 also noted at Sweethope Lough, near Capheaton, Whittle Dene, Hartburn, 
Wallsend SWallo;v Pond and the River Tyne at Hexham and Newburn. 

Grey Lag Goose 
On 19th 700 were at Holborn Moss, 450 at Wark on Tweed, 400 at Kimmerston, 370 at 
Budle Bay, 275 at Caistron and 180 at Hallington (JCD/AMB/MR et al). 41 flew w. 
over Hexham on 14th (AJR) and 5-30 were noted at Holywell, Seaton Burn, Rothley, 
Matfen, Whittle Dene and Northumbrian Loughs. 

Brent Goose 
In the Holy Island area about 720 were present on 19th (DPa) . A dark- bellied bird 
was at St. Mary 1 s Island on lst (MPF) . 

Shelduck 
290 were in the Black LOll area on 18th (JDL), 137 at Budle Bay on 25th (IC), 18 at 
C<XJ:uet Estuary on 30th (EMY) am nine at Boulmer on 21st (EIN) . Inland one was 
still at Caistron to 26th and others at Whittle Dene and Derwent Resevoir on llth 
and Northumbrian Loughs on 12th (MR/RKS/JMM) . 

Wigeon 
1,500 were at Budle Bay on 25th (ISO ) . 100-150 were at Hartburn, Carham, Whittle 
Dene, and Druridge Pool with 6-40 at four other waters . 

Gad wall 
Two were at Cresswell Pond on ll th/l2th (JCD/IK ) and singles at "IYne Green on 5th 
(AJR/KD) and Whittle Dene on 11th and 15th (MR) . 
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Teal 
The largest gatherings were 102 at Seaton Burn on· 18th (AJJ), 65 at Caistron on 
19th (MR), 60 at Tyne Green on 2nd (KD) arrl near Newton Pool on 12th (RKS). 20-50 
also noted at Whittle Dene, Northumbrian Loughs, Druridge Pool and Cresswell Pond. 

Mallard 
The largest gatherings were 400 off St. Mary 1 s Islam on 8th (IF), 390 at Sea ton 
Bum on lst (AJJ), 300 at Caistron on 19th, 250 at Whittle Dene on 5th (MR), and 
180 at Colt Crag on 12th (RW). 70-170 were also noted at LaN Newton, Druridge 
Pool, Hartbum, Holywell, Wallsend Swallcw Pond, Leazes Park Lake arrl Northumbrian 
Lrughs. 

Pintail 
At Seaton Burn there was one on 2rrl/3rd, two between 12th-21st and one on 28th/29th 
(AJJ et al). 

Poc:hard 
260 were at Whittle Dene on 5th decreasing to 11 by 15th (MR) . 95 were at Seaton 
Bum on 12th (AJJ), 40 at Hadston Lake on 3rd (LJM) arrl 38 at Arcot Pond on 19th 
(JMM) . 10-27 also noted at Druridge Pool, Cresswell Pond, Wallserrl Swallc:w Pond, 
Hol ywe11 arrl Hartbum. 

Tufted Duck 
At Whittle Dene 360 were present on 4th decreasing to 45 by 15th and ns1.ng again 
to 240 by 27th (BNR/MR/KDS ) . 82 were at Druridge Pool on 4th (JRT/KW'l) , 63 at 
Cresswell Pond on 25th (LJM) and 51 at. Seaton Burn on 15th(AJJ) . 10- 38 were also 
at Hadston, Arcot, Holywell, Hartbum, Northumbrian Looghs, Corbridge and Berwick . 

Sea up 
16 were off Hauxley on 26th (EC ) and foor at Holy Islarrl causeway on 11th (JCD). 
Two were at Hadstcn Lake en 11th/12th and one on 26th (KDS/KR). Three were at 
Berwick Harbour on 14th (JDL) and one at Amble Harbour between 11th- 26th (PW:> et 
al). Inland one was at Whittle Dene on 15th (MR) . 

Eider 
During the wader coont 311 were between Seahouses-Beadnell and 305 between 
Newbiggin-N. Blyth. 

Long-tailed Duck 
At Stag Rocks a maximum of up to 30 present on 25th (IC/AMB et al). Six were at 
Seaton Sluice on 18th and four on 20th (JC/JRT). Two were at LaY Newton on 1st, 
Cullernose on 12th and Berwick between 12th-24th (RKS/JRI), one was at St. Mary 1 s 
Island between 1st-29th (PRW et al) arrl another on Druridge Pool on 6th (MLC) . 
More unusual was one on River Tyne near Moore 1 s Crurt on 9th (Ra-J) . 

Carman Seater 
The largest gatherings were 300 at Seaton Sluice on 15th/16th (MPF) and Stag Rocks 
on 19th (JCD/AMB) . lOO were at Howick on 3rd (J())) arrl 27 at Holy Island on 26th 
(JDL) • 

Velvet Seater 
Two were at Hadston Lake between 3rd-25th (LJM/MA et al). A maximum of five was at 
Ross Back Sands on 16th (ASJ) and three at Druridge Bay on 11th arrl Seaton Sluice 
on 18th (JC) . Two flew N. at Craster on 19th (PWD) . 

Goldeneye 
Numbers increased greatly during the month. A maximum of 350 were at Berwick on 
24th (JDL) and although same birds were involved in the oiling incident no details 
are knc:wn yet . Along the River Tyne a maximum of 217 was between Nevburn-wylarn on 
27th (per MPF) . 40 at Whittle Dene on 11th increased to 123 on 15th (MR) . 51 were 
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at St. Mary' s Island on 8th, 30 at Sea ton Sluice on 15th (IF), 56 at Wansbeck 
Estuary on 18th, 70 off Cambois on 26th (MHp) and 28 in Beadnell Bay on 18th (RKS). 
1- 18 'were also noted at nine other localities. 

Sinew 
Up to three 'redheads' were on Hadston Lake on many dates. Single 'redheads' at 
Cresswell Pond on 12th ani 15th (KR/IK et al) and Druridge Pool on 26th (PWW) were 
prcbably fran this groop. Another 'redhead' was at Lesbury on 12th (MHa/GH) . 
Single drakes were at Hadston on 11th (JEF), Cresswell Pond on 24th/25th ('IMM et 
al) and at Carnbois on 26th (KDS/MHp). 

Red- breasted Merganser 
The largest gathering during the month was 31 at Berwick a1 31st. cne-six were 
also at Holy Island, Stag Rocks, Beadnell, flnbleton Bay, Lesbury, Druridge, 
Carnbois, St. Mary 's Island and Tyne Estuary. Birds were present on Hadston Lake on 
several dates with a maximum of 12 on 11th (KH/MA et al). Another was well inland 
at Hartburn on 25th (JRT/KWY) • 

Goosander 
The largest gatherings were 23 on River Tyne between Bywell- OVingham on 16th (BNR), 
29 at Whittle Dene on 15th (MR) and 11 at Lesbury on 12th (MHa/GH) . Two-nine wer e 
also noted at Northumbrian Looghs, Carham, Waren Mill , Berwick, Felton, Lilburn, 
Warden, Hexham and Derwent Reservoir. 

Hen Har rier 
A male was at Seaton Burn between 1st- 8th a:rx1 again on 25th/26th (AJJ et a l) . cne
two 'ring- tails' were a t Holy Island on several dates and another in the Ross/Budle 
Bay area may have been fran here (JDL/MH et a l) . Further 'ring- tails' were near 
Harwocd on 19th (WAK) and flying W. at Morpeth on 26th (KRd) . 

Sparrowhawk 
One- two noted at about seven coastal and 14 inlani localities during the month. 

Merlin 
One- two were in about eight coastal and four inland (including suburban) areas. 
One flew over St. James Park, Newcastle during a football match on 4th ! (AJB). 

Peregrine 
Singles v.:ere noted at Berwick, Holy Island, Budle Bay, Barnburgh, IJ::M Newton, 
Hadston and Cresswell during the month . Further inland one was at Newburn on 13th 
(MR). 

Red Grouse 
Two flocks of 30 and 45 noted at Ladycross on 6th (CJ). 

Black Grouse 
One was at Thrunton on 26th (ISO). 

Red- legged Partridge 
Foor were at Horton on 5th ('\IVAK) . 

Grey Partridge 
The largest coveys were 22 at Longbenton on 16th, 20 at Seaton Burn on 12th and 18 
at Seghill on 11th (LJM/AJJ/TAC) . 10- 16 also noted at Newburn and Heddon . 

Pheasant 
A pure white bird was at Routing Linn on 19th (JCD/AMB) . 
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Water Rail 
Singles were at Seaton Burn between 1st-17th (AJJ/GB), Bolarn on 4th (per MLC), 
Wallsend Swallow Pond on 24th (TMM}, and Caistron and Newton Pool on 26th (MR/RKS). 

Moorhen 
20 were. at the Wansbeck Estuary on 18th (MHp). 

Coot 
The largest gatherings were 130 at Cresswell Pond on 26th (MHp/KDS), 95 at Hartburn 
on 11th (MLC) when 65 were at Whittle Dene (MR). On salt water seven were at Holy 
Island harbour on 2nd (PWW/IK) and one at Tyne Estuary on 5th (BNR). 

wader Count - 12th January, 1986 

The following stretches were ca.mted:- '!Weed Estuary (JRI/DPa), Budle Point
Seahouses (DGB/JQ3), Seahouses-Beadnell (MLC/TAC/AS), Howick~oulmer (IK), Boulmer
Alnrnouth (ES), S. Alnrnruth (ETN), C<XJ:uet Estuary (PWW), Chevington-cresswell (BDG/ 
MRS et al), Newbiggin-N. Blyth (KDS/MHp), Blyth Estuary (WM), S. Pier Blyth
Collywell Bay (NWR), Tyne Estuary (GH/MHa). 

Oystercatcher 
A total of 312 noted during the wader count. 48 were at Cresswell Pond on 25th 
(I.JM) • 

Ringed Plover 
A total of . 306 noted during the wader ca.mt . In crldi tion up to 28 were at LON 
Newton and Beadnell Bay (RKS) and 33 at TynEmouth Haven on 26th (AH) . 

Golden Plover 
A maximum of 1,000 at St. Mary's Island on 18th (DMT) when 300 were at Holy Island 
(JDL). 139 at Low Newton on 26th, 70 at Callerton on 25th (MH), and ten flying NE 
at North Shields on 15th (AH) were the only other records received. 

Grey Plover 
A total of 90 noted during the wader count. In crldi tion 200 were at Holy Island 
causeway on 5th (JDL), 20 at Boulmer on 25th (JC) and 10- 14 at Budle Bay, Warkworth 
and Blyth. 

Lapwing 
Few reports received this month. 168 were at the C<XJ:uet Estuary on 13th (PWW), lOO 
flew in off the sea at Cresswell on 4th (JRT/KWY) and 35 movErl SW at walwick on 
25th (BNR). 

Knot 
A total of 464 noted during the wader count. In crldi tion 595 were at St. Mary 's 
Island on 6th (JRT/~) and 80 at Holy Island on 5th (DPa). 

Sanderling 
A total of 155 noted during the wader count. In crldi tion 200 were at St. Mary 's 
Island on 3rd (ES) and 65 at TynEmouth on 19th (JC). 

Purple Sandpiper 
A total of 307 noted during the wader count. In crldi tion about 20 were at 
Tynemouth on 3rd (ES) and a partial albino was at Seaton Sluice on 18th (JC) . 

Dunlin 
A total of 2,176 noted during the wader coont indicated a 50% increase in numbers 
since last month's count. In addition 2,000 were at Holy Island causeway on 18th 
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(JDL), 300 at Tynenouth Haven on 26th (AH) ani 120-200 at Low Newton and St. Mary 1 s 
Island (RKS/JC) . 

Jack Snipe 
A single bird was at Wideopen on 7th/8th (GB) • 

Snipe 
18 were at Warkworth on 5th and 26th (EMY) . 12 were flushed fran a ditch at Matfen 
during hard weather on 8th (RW) . 

Woodcock 
One-two were noted in four coastal and three inland localities during the month. 

Black-tailed Godwit 
One was at St. Mary 1 s Island on 18th (DMT) . 

Bar-tailed Godwit 
A total of 73 noted during the wader ca.mt. 1,600 were at Holy Island causeway on 
1st (JDL), 40 at Boulmer on 25th (JC) and up to six at St. Mary 1 s Island. 

Curlew 
A total of 94 noted during the wader ccunt. 200 were near Budle Bay on 11th (JCD/ 
AMB) ani 20- 67 at Beal, Low Newton and Cresswell Pond. Inlani 17 were at Caistron 
on 19th (MR) . 

Red shank 
A total of 392 was noted during the wader ca.mt. In crldi tion 60 were at Druridge 
Pool on 6th (TAC/MIC) . 

Green Sandpiper 
A wintering bird was seen again at caistron on 26th (MR) . 

Turns tone 
A total of 1,035 was noted during the wader count. 

Panarine Skua 
Two flew s. at Holy Island on 2nd (IK/FWW) . 

Mediterranean Gull 
The ringed a:lult at Craster renained throughcut the month. An crlult was also at 
North Shields Fish Quay on 31st (CB). 

Laughing Gull 
The bird in the Newcastle General Hospital/Hunter 1 s Moor area celebrated its third 
January on Tyneside during the month. 

Black-headed Gull 
The Scotswood roost increased to 8,000 by 15th. 
on 18th arrl 6,500 at Hallington on 19th (BNR) . 
on 25th/28th (DMT/IF) and 650 at Blyth Estuary on 

Ccmnon Gull 

2,500 roosted at Derwent Reservoir 
1,100- 1,500 were at North Shields 
18th (LJM) . 

8,500 roosted at Derwent Reservoir on 18th and 9,000 at Hallington on 19th (BNR) . 
1,000 were at Wallsend Swalla.v Pond on 7th (MD/IF) and a maximum of 1,400 at North 
Shields Fish Quay on 25th (DMT/CB ) . 

Lesser Black-backed Gull 
Singles were at Percy Main on 7th (DMT) , Seaton Burn on 22rrl and 26th (MH/AJJ), 
Scotswocd_ and Newburn on 14th and 31st (BNR) and North Shields on 21st (IF). 
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Herring Gull 
Roost counts included 390 at Scotswocrl on 15th, 1,060 at Derwent Reservoir on 18th 
and 590 at Hallington on 19th (BNR) , 800 were at Tyne Estuary on 24th and 850 at 
Fourstones on 22rrl (DMT/BNR). 

Iceland Gull 
At North Shields Fish Quay at least one first-winter bird was present thrcughout 
the month, a second-winter on 3rd and 9th and an adult on 28th (DMT/WAK et al). An 
adult was at Blyth harbour on 25th (DMT). 

Glaucous Gull 
At North Shields Fish Quay there were prcbably three first-winter birds, one 
second-winter and two adults present during the month. Single first- winter birds 
were also seen at Blyth and Cambois on 11th (KDS/~) and Berwick Little Beach on 
26th (DPa). An apparent hybrid was at North Shields on 16th (MPF). 

Great Black- backed Gull 
170 roosted at Derwent Reservoir on 18th and 125 at Hallington on 19th (BNR) . 
70-90 were also noted at Wallsend Swalla.v Pond, North Shields and Blyth (DMT/IF). 

Kittiwake 
Light s. passage noted at 
Fish Quay on 25th (DMT) • 
23rd (KDS) . 

Guillemot 

Holy Island on 2rrl (IK/FWW) • 57 were at North Shields 
More unusual was one, well inland, at Grindon Lough on 

Up to 34 were noted at Tynencuth and birds noted in Blyth harbour and ·at North 
Shields Fish Quay (IF/PRJ ) . 

Razorbill 
One- two were noted at Elnbleton, La.v Newton and St. Mary's Island. 

Little Auk 
One was found dead at Seaton Sluice on 26th . (KWY) • 

Stock Dove 
Flocks of 19 were at Havannah Pond on 25th and 26 at Berwick Hill on 26th (AHB) . 
Two-four were also noted at Wallington, Holywell Pond and Jesmond Dene. 

Woodpigeon 
400 were at Craster on 3rd (JCD). 

Collared Dove 
130 were at Brunton on 25th (AHB) . A roost at North Shields held a maximum of 48 
(RHA) • 28 were at Dunstan Steads on 26th. One was gathering nest material at 
Chapel House, Newcastle on 12th ! (MH). 

Barn OWl 
Singles were noted at Seahouses, Craster, Hadston, Newton, Stannington, Horton and 
Haydon Bridge . 

Little Owl 
One was at Ingoe on 4th (BNR) . 

Tawny OWl 
One- two noted at Bamburgh, Castington, Earsdon and J esmond Dene. 

Long- eared OWl 
Up to seven were near Wallsend Swallow Pond during the month (IF/JCD/k~ ) 
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Short-eared CM'l 
One-two were noted at about 12 coastal or near coastal localities and others at 
Hartford, Cramlingtan, Stannington, Hazelrigg and well inland at Grindon. 

Kingfisher 
Two were in the Jesrnond Dene area throughout the month (MPF et al). One was at 
Caistron on 19th and two on 26th (MR) • Further singles were at Prestwick. carr on 
5th (per AGH), near Throck.ley Pond on 7th (RG'J) and Hadston Lake on 11th (KDS/'IMM). 

Green Woodpecker 
One-two were at Ordley, Juniper, Holburn Moss, and Ncwbiggin (BNR/JMA). Another 
was 'yaffling' at Corbridge on 15th (MR). 

Great Spotted Woodpecker 
One-three were noted at Matfen, Dipton, Wylarn, Close Hoose, Eshott, Ponteland, 
Gosforth Park, Seaton Bum arrl Budle Bay. 

Lesser Spotted Woodpecker 
One was at Riding Mill on 8th (BNR). 

Skylark 
30 were at Seaton Burn an 4th (GH) . On 5th 125 were at Holy Island (DPa), 40 at 
St. Mary's Island and 15 N. at Hartley (MSH) . Two were singing at Horton on 12th 
(LJM). 

Water Pipit 
A single bird was at Whittle Dene on 5th (MR) . 

Grey Wagtail 
One-two were at Eshott, Morpeth, Waren Mill, Jesrnond Dene, Scotswood and Heddon. 

Pied Wagtail 
120-150 roosted at Morpeth High School during the month (KRd) . 

Waxwing 
Three were near Holywell Pond on 4th (JRT/KWY), and Crarnlington on 12th/13th (per 
KDS). Two were at Morpeth on 30th (JKJ) and singles at Alnwick. on 6th, Jesrnond 
Dene on 8th, Ponteland on 15th, Chapel Hoose on 18th and Forest Hall on 28th. 

Dipper 
One-two noted in eight widespread localities. 

Stonechat 
One-two noted at Ross, Lav NE.Wton, and Hauxley. 

Fieldfare 
200 at W. Heddon on 23rd was the largest gathering reported (LSG/TPG) . 50-100 were 
noted at five other localities. Hard weather drove some birds to coastal areas and 
into gardens. 

Redwing 
70 were at Prior's Park on 5th (AH) and 72 between Bywell-OVingharn on 16th (BNR) . 
Small numbers were noted in suburban areas during the hard weather. 

Blackcap 
Single males were at Hexharn on 18th (per BG ) and Morpeth on 31st (KRd) . 

Chiffchaff 
One was at North Shields on 16th (AH) . 
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Goldcrest 
5-15 noted at Plessey Woods and Wallserrl SWallow Pond (JCD/IF). More unusual was 
one carrUng to a peanut bag at Ponteland between 27th-31st (EC). 

Long-tailed Tit 
15 v.Bre at Mitford on 3rd, ten at Wylarn on lst and Morpeth on 26th and six at 
Riding Mill on 8th (KRd/MA/BNR). 

Marsh Tit 
One-three noted at Hartburn, Berwick, Linnels, Hexhamshire and Bolarn. 

Willow Tit 
One-two noted at Cai stron and Newburn (MR/RGW) • 

Coal Tit 
Ten were at Ladycross and smaller numbers at four other localities. 

Blue Tit 
40 were at Eshott on 19th (MSH) and up to 14 in gardens at Matfen and W. Heddon 
(RW/LSG) . 

Great Tit 
11 were at Matfen on 26th (RW) . 

Nuthatch 
One- three noted at Riding Mill, Corbridge, Matfen, Bolarn, Wallington, Close House, 
Juniper, Bothal, Morpeth and Jesmond Dene. 

Treecreeper 
One- three were in five widespread localities. 

Jay 
Six were at Eshott on 26th (MSH) and one- four in four other areas. 

Magpie 
One-eight were noted at five widespread localities. 

Jackdaw 
1,500 roosted at Warden Hill on 25th (BNR). 

Rook 
2,200 roosted at Warden Hill on 25th (BNR) . 
Seghill (JMA/MSH). 

300-700 were at Holborn Moss and 

Hooded Crow 
One was on the beach at Low Newton on lst (RKS) . 

Tree Sparrow 
Up to lOO were 
Cresswell/Druridge 
Heddon . 

at Seaton Burn during the month (AIB/ES) and 25 in the 
area. Smaller numbers at Burradon, Holywell, Tynemouth and W. 

Chaff inch 
On 19th flocks of 200 were at Wark on Tweed (JCD ) and Eshott (MSH). 
notEd at Shaftoe and Ross . 

Brambling 

40 - 80 also 

130 near Woodhorn on 26th was the largest gathering (KDS/MHp) . 50 were at 
Stocksfield on lst (IF/MD) and Holburn Grange on 26th (JMA). 10- 36 were also noted 
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at Seaton Bum, Ladycross, Prestwick Carr, Matfen, Hallington, Felton, Harthope and 
Warkworth Lane. 

Greenfinch 
Roosts of 120 at Newcastle Quayside and 50-70 at Morpeth High School noted during 
the month (BNR/KRd) . 75 were at Broarnhill on 12th (KR). 

Goldfinch 
35 were at the holly tree roost at Matfen on 21st (RW) . Charms of 42 at 
Stocksfield on 16th (BNR) and 27 at Corbridge on 5th (MR) were the largest noted. 
l-l2 'were also at six other localities. 

Si skin 
lOO were at Harthope on 8th (ASJ) and 40-50 at Seaton Burn during the month (AJJ). 
26 were at Felton on 5th (EIN) and smaller numbers at Druridge, Jesmond Dene, 
Hartburn, Bolam and Eshott. One-six were feeding on nut bags at three gardens · in 
Ponteland and Morpeth (EC/AS et al). 

Linnet 
220 were at Swinhoe on 26th (JDL) and 120 at Hallington on 12th (RW) . 

'IWite 
25 were still at Amble Braid on 13th (EMY). Five-nine were in the Druridge/ 
Cresswell area on 26th (AJ/ASJ ) and a 'small party' at Holy Island causeway on 5th 
(RGW) . 

Redpoll 
26 were at North Shields on 5th (BNR) and 12 at Hadston on 13th (SWA) . 

Mealy Redpoll 
ll were at Hexham Golf Course on 19th (AJR) and two at Berwick on 26th (DPa/JRI) . 
Singles were also at Seaton Burn on 4th/9th (AIB/GPB), Ladycross on 6th (CJ) and 
Druridge on 22rrl (ASJ) . 

Crossbill 
20 were at ThrW1ton on 1st (MHp), 16 at Harwood on 19th (WAK) and one-seven at 
Corbridge, Ovington and near Bedlington. 

Bullfinch 
Ten at Matfen on 5th (AGH) and six at Newburn on 27th (RGW) were the largest 
gatherings. One-four were also noted at 15 widespread localities. 

Lapland Bunting 
Seven-eight were at Druridge on 3rd (JCD) . 

Snow Bunting 
50 were at Lav Newton on 8th (ASJ) and one-seven noted at Berwick Little Beach, 
Ross, Seaton Burn and Wallsend Swallow Pond. 

Yellowhammer 
50 roosted at Callerton on 25th (MH) and 24 at Tweedmouth on 27th (JRI). Flocks of 
25-40 were also noted at Anick, Corbridge and Seaton Burn . 

Reed Bunting 
A large gathering of 120 was at Druridge on 26th (KDS/MHp). One was in a garden at 
Wideopen on 9th (AIB) . 

Corn Bunting 
Three were at Druridge on 4th (JRI') . 
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Please send all February records, in Voous order, to Mike S. Hcdgson, 45 Elmtree 
Gardens, Whitley Bay, NE25 8QX by 8th March at the latest. 

LIST OF CONTRIBUTORS 

J .M. Almond 
s.w. Arrlerson 
D. Archer 
M. Annstrong 
A.M. Bankier 
A.H. Banks 
DHW Blair 
A.J. Booth 
J .s. Booth 
AI & G Bavman 
C. Bradshaw 
G.P. Bull 
ML & TA Cadwallender 
I. Chadwick 
J . Chapnan 
F . Colley 
E. Crabtree 
I . S . Davidson 
P . W. Davidso..'1 
M. Davison 
K. Daws on 
J . C. Day 
K. A. Evans 
J . E . Fergusson 
I. Fisher 
M. P . Frankis 

B. Gallooay 
I..S & 'IP Goodwin 
B.D. Green 
G. Harrison 
M. Hawking (MHa) 

M. Henry 
M. Hepple (MHp) 
A.G. Hetherington 
M.S. Hcdgson 
P. Holden 
A. Hutt 
K. Huxley 
J .R. Irving 
A.S. Jack 
J .K . Jackscn 
A. Janes 
C. Jewitt 
A. J . Johnst on 
P . R. Jones 
W. A. Kelly 
I . Kerr 
W. T. Logan 
J . D. Lough 
J . M • .Macfarlane 
L . J . McDougall 
T. M. Melling 

INDOOR MEEI'ING - Thur sday 13th March, 1986 
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The next indoor meeting will be held · in .the Physics Lecture Theatre, Newcastle 
University on 13th March, 1986 at 7.00 J;Ill. The guest speaker this month will be 
oor very oon Treasurer, John Day, talking about his recent visit to Texas . 

MEMBERS NIGHT - Thursday lOth April, 1986 
Our Indoor Meetings Secretary, Nick Rossiter requires four - five members who are 
prepared to talk for about 15 minutes each on a bird relatEd subject on Members 
Night. We shall also be showing the entries for our 'Bird Photograph of the Year' 
competition at this meeting. 

If you feel that you may be able to help please do not hesitate to contact Nick now 
on Slaley 50 9 . 

GREEN VKXDPEX:KER SURVEY 
A good response has been received to the request for help but assistance is still 
required for the follooing squares where the species has been reportEd in recent 
years in the breeding season : 

NT93 - Ford 
NT94 - Norham 
NUlO - Felton, Edlingham 
NU12 - Ellingham 

NU2l - Hcwick, Hipsburn 
NU22 - Embleton 
NY87 - Wark 
NZ19 - Rayburn 

Offe r s of help as soon a s pos sible please to Nick Rossite r, West Barn, Lee Gr ange, 
Ordley, Hexham (Slaley 509) . 
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B.T.O. REVIEW OF ORNITHOLCGICAL SITES 
This survey requires no new fieldwork. It requires examination of the previous 
report on the status of a site made about 1976 and the completion of a card noting 
any physical changes to a site and any changes to its bird life. Coverage has 
already been arranged for 27 of the 28 sites selected for review by the B.T.O. I 
urgently need coverage for the remaining one of Cocklaw Burn and Twizell House. 
Please contact Nick Rossiter (Slaley 509) if you can help. 

TELESCOPE AND TRIP<D FOR SALE 
Optolyth 30 x 80 Telescope (+ leather case) and Slik Tripcxi (+ carrying case) all 
unused. Owner died 2 months after purchase. Wida-.r wishes to sell to local 
birdwatcher and buy binoculars. Offers around £300. Contact Mike Smith (2859821) 

IMPORTANT - LITI'LE GREBE SUR~ 
Alan Johnston 's telephone number 
correct number is TYNESIDE 2365263. 

N. T .B. C. MEMBERSHIP CUESTIOONAIRE 

was incorrect in the December bulletin. His 
My apologies for any inconvenience caused. 

Mike Hodgson 

With the club membership standing at a healthy 250 the camtittee occasionally 
wonders if it is formulating the correct policies for all members. Club meetings 
regularly attract 120 members but we feel that we have little contact (apart fran 
the bulletin) with many of those who cannot attend . We would like to knCJN what you 
feel about your club and so we have devised a rnanbership questionnaire which is 
enclosed with this bulletin . This is your chance to tell us what yru think. 
Please help us to get a lOO% response . It only takes a few minutes to canplete, 
with most questions requiring only a tick in the appropriate box. Sanething to do 
on a cold February night John Day 

ROSS LINKS FIEI.D TRIP 
Garb varying fram Yukon goldminer and Royal Flying Corps to retired poacher and the 
thick end of the Kop was particularly suited to the very cold conditions. Gocxi 
birding, however, well compensated for the icy blast apart fran the seawatching 
which hardly reached Bill Oddies superlatives. 

Little was seen at Seahouses, apart fram spray, but Stag Rocks prcrluced a 
Red-necked Grebe, more than a score of Long-tailed ducks and over 150 Ccmnon 
Seater. The usual Shelduck, Wigeon and waders at Bud.le Bay were rutclassed cy a 
Peregrine floating overhead and 10 Crossbills, a little further north, were an 
unexpected bonus. The long walk fram Ross to Guile Point gave lovely views of 7 
SnCJN Buntings, a female Merlin, two Slavonian Grebes and several Brent Geese. 
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Two Short-eared Owls and a Hen Harrier provided a suitable finish to the walk. 

A search for the Craster Mediterranean gull was unsuccessful but not one of the 26 
mEmbers was disappointed with the day's outing, not even those preoccupiEd. with 
prcblems of rising and falling damp. Sandy Bankier 

CIDB LIBRARY 
As explained at the December meeting the club avns a snall library of books, 
reports and perialicals. All are available for loan and can be borravoo ·at club 
meetings. The loan perial is for one month and a SOp fine will be charged for each 
item not returned on or before the subsequent club meeting. 

Only a selection of the library will be taken to each meeting and anyone wishing to 
borrow anything fran the list below should contact Alan Johnston (Tyneside 236 
5263) in advance to ensure the item is available on the night. 

British Birds 1977 to date 
Scottish Birds 1971 ·to date 
Bird Study 1966 to 1984 (we are still awaiting all 1985 copies) 
B. T. O. News 1976 to date 
R. S. P. B. Bird Notes 1962 to 1965 
R. S. P.B. Birds 1966 to date 
Birds in Northumbria 1970 to dat e 
Northumberlands Birds Parts 1- 3 
The Birds of Lindisfarne (1980) 
Fair Isle Bird Observatory Report 1971 t o date 
Scottish Bird Report 1978 to 1983 
Bird Recognition Vol . 1 Seabirds and Waders - J . Fisher 
Bird Recognition Vol . 2 Birds of Prey and Wildfowl - J . Fisher 
Bird Recognition Vol . 3 Rails, Garnebirds, Large Perching & Singing Birds J . Fisher 

Plus various mise. Bird Reports Alan Johnston 

SFATON SWICE - SFAWATCHING FACILITIES 
Following the demise of oor old premises (the tower was 'torched' by local youths 
before the council demolishErl it!) we have now obtainEd. a lease for the Coastguard 
Lookout Station on Rocky Island. We shall be making a few alterations ( ?? ) to 
enable you to sea-watch in glorious canfort in the near future. Keys will be 
available fran oor Sales Officer, Muriel cadwallander as soon as possible. 

BIRD BOOKS ux:ALLY ! 
One of oor members, Brian Bullough, has recently opened 'Avenue Books' in the Land 
of Green Ginger, Front Street, Tynemouth. He stocks a goal range of new, usai and 
out of print Natural History Books, mainly birds, as well as Checklists, British 
Birds, Poyser titles, etc . Brian will try and obtain any special requests you may 
have . You can call in and brCJNse or make enquiries by post or telephone (0670 
355099 in evenings). His opening hours are: Tuesday 10 . 00 4. 30 

HAUXLEY RESERVE 

Thursday 10 . 00 - 4. 30 
Friday 10 . 00 - 5. 00 
Saturday 10.00 - 5 .00 
Sunday 11 . 00 - 5. 00 

The N. T.B. C . . has recently made a donation to the Northumberland Wildlife Trust to 
help complete the work on the new Ponteland Hide at Hauxley Reserve . A plaque will 
be placed on the hide t o indi cate the Club's donation was made in memory of the 
late Geoff Macfarlane . I an Kerr 
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FEBRUARY 1986 

February will be remembered as one of the coldest on record in the North East. SnaN fell 
on many days although not in great amounts. The persistantly laN tanperatures resulted in 
sane considerable accumulations of snaN lying. Heavy snaNfall occurred on the 21st. 
Winds were mainly fonn the east during the month, helping to keep the tenperatures down. 

Many ponds arx1 lakes (and even sane rivers) were frozen during the hard weather arx1 sane 
wildfaNl numbers dropped. HaNever there were a number of interesting records of dark
bellied Brent Geese arx1 Snew continued to be well reported with up to seven at Hcrlston and 

singles at four other localities. Thick snaN in moorland areas resulted in sane large 
concentrations of Red Grruse where wind-blown areas presented at least sane feeding 
opportunities. Golden Plover arrl La.I;M).ng numbers remained lav but the wintering Green 
Sarrlpiper was seen again. 

The Laughing Gull remained at Newcastle General Hospital and astonishingly was joined an 
the 12th by a second-winter Ring-billed Gull. There is much truth in the rumour that 
local traders made a fortune as visiting bird-watchers bought rut their entire stock of 
bread to entice the two celebrities within camera range ! 

Unfortunately there were many dead Auks washed up along the coast. Initially many 

appeared to have died of starvation but oiled birds appeared later in the month. 

The cold conditions concentrated many passerines along the coastal stretch with 
particularly large gatherings of Skylarks and Bramblings. Meaiy Redpolls continued to be 
well-reported with birds in at least eight localities. The Twite flock at Arrble had 
increased to 43 by 15th. At least two Blackcaps survived in the arctic conditions. 

Other interesting species included Hen Harriers, Jack Snipe, three Mediterranean Gulls, a I 
Water Pipit, several Waxwings and Lapland Buntings. 

Founded in 1958. Membership is open to all with a beneficial interest in 
ornithology. It provides a monthly bulletin, indoor meetings, field outings, 
organises surveys and publishes Birds in Northumbria, the annual report for 

the area. · 
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WEATHER SUMMARY - NORTH EAST ENGLAND 

FEBRUARY 1986 

Temperatures 

This being the main feature of the weather during February with persistent Easterly 
winds giving us one of the coldest on record. 

Mean maximum temperatures ~re between 3 and 5 deg C below the average with rrean 
minimum temperatures having a similar difference from average. 

It was cold throughout the rronth with few individual extremes, but on the morning 
of the 11th, temperatures of Minus 12 deg C were commonly reported and on the 21st 
Widdy Bank Fell recorded a minimum of Minus 15. 2 deg C. 

Places irrunediately adjacent to the coast fared better than inland areas with 
Easterly winds keeping temperatures up a little. 

Rainfall (snCM) 

There was the usual wide spread rainfall over the region with very little 
geographic logic to the distribution. 

Redesdale, 'I}memouth and Haydon Bridge were significantly below normal with 56 -
63% of average and only Hartbum Grange ( 107%) and Widdy Bank Fell ( 113%) were 
above. 

Snow fell on many days but this was often of only small amounts with significant 
falls on only a few occasions . The persistant cold meant that there could be no 
thaw, therefore, snowfall accumulated and in the latter half of the month the 
following depths were reported. 

Bishop Auckland 25 am, Widdy Bank Fell 30 am, Durh2un 15 am and Redesdale 27 am. 

Sunshine 

Most stations reported sunshine a little below average, Redesdale being the only 
exception at 108%. 

The last ~ek of the rronth was the runniest with Redesdale recording 8. 3 hours on 
the 28th. Hartbum Grange had the least sunshine (78%), having 12 sunless days 
during the rronth. 

Wind 

It was not a windy month with the first couple of days being the windiest - (gust 
of 44 knots at Newcastle Weather Centre on the lst). Directions were predominantly 
Easterly through the rronth with the only other ca mnent worthy of note being that 
the winds were frequently strong enough to cause drifting of lying snow, especially 
on high grounds. 

CCURTESY OF NBCASTLE WEATHER CENTRE 
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CLASSIFIED LIST 

Red-throated Diver/biver (Sp) 
20 in Druridge Bay m 9th (KH/MA) was the largest gathering. cne-five were noted 
at seven other coastal localities. 

Black-throated Diver 
Three were off Ross Back Sands oo 8th (JRT/KWY) and me-two at Holy Island, Stag 
Rocks, Hadston, Seaton Sluice and St. Mary's Islarrl. More unusual was one on the 
River Tyne in the Ryton - Scostwocd area oo several dates between 8th-20th ( JSB et 
al). 

Great Northern Diver 
The bird in Blyth harbour remained until 23rd (MHp et al). en 16th it appeared . to 
have swallaved sane fishing line. One flew N. at St. Ma.ry's Island on 4th (KDS) 
and others were at Ross Bank Sands on 8th (JRT/KWY) and Berwick Little Beach on 9th 
(DPa) • 

Little Grebe 
One- three noted at Morpeth, Whittle Dene, Halling:ton, Ovingham, Seaton Burn, 
Cresswell and the Wansbeck Estuary during the month. 

Great Creste::l Grebe 
One-two \\ere at Whittle Dene between 8th-27th (MR et al). Another was at 
Hallington oo 9th (BNR). On the coast one was off Hauxley on 12th (JP) and another 
in Berwick harbour oo 23rd (DPa). 

Re::l-necked Grebe 
Up to five \\ere noted at Holy Island during the month (PWD/BG), three-four at Ross 
(MR) and two off Stag Rocks (MH) . 

Slavonian Grebe 
All records caire £ran the Holy Island/Ross area where a rraxi.rnum of 10-ll were 
present on 8th/9th (BG/JRT et al). 

Fulmar 
90 were at Dunstanburgh oo 9th (RKS) and four-eight also noted at Seaton Sluice and 
St. Mary's Island. 

Gannet 
One-two noted at LCM · Newton and St. Mary 's Island. Four were found dead at 
Warkworth beach on 8th and two at Whitley Bay Beach on 15th (AJJ/IF ) . 

Canorant 
78 were at Blyth harbour oo 28th (MHp), 38 at Amble oo 20th (LJM) and 31 at North 
Shields Fish Quay on 23rd (ADM) . 28 were at the Corbridge roost on 3rd (MR) . l - 3 
we~e also noted at Cornhill, Norham, Felton, Caistron, Whittle Dene, Derwent 
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Reservoir, Scotswood, Seaton Burn and Wallsend Swallow Pond. 

Shag · 
19 were off Blyth on 9th (KR) where four irnrretures w=re found dead on 28th (MHp) . 

Grey Heron 
One-three noted at 12 widespread localities. 

Mute Swan 
At Berwick harbour there were 14 m 9th (JDL). 15-20 were noted at Bothal, 

Killingworth Lake, and the Blyth, Wansbeck and Ccquet Estuaries. 13 were at Seaton 

Burn on lOth where one died of starvation on 25th (AJJ). 'IWo-five noted at five 

other localities. 

Whooper Swan 
At Seaton Burn 77 m 9th reduced to 46 by 23rd (AJJ). A maximum of 65 was at 

Bothal on 2nd (TM-1), 60 at Cornhill on 9th (LJM) and up to 42 at Holy Island (DPa) . 

Up to 21 were also near Belsay during the month (JS). 

Pink-footed Goose 
Tv.D at Budle on 8th increased to 20 on 21st (KWY/IK ) . 
25th (Ml.C/AS) . 

Grey Lag Goose 

16 were at East Fenton on 

Up to 300 w=re in the Budle Bay area during the rronth, 250 flew E. at Comhill on 

9th (LJM) and lOO E at Holbum on 16th (JMA) . 5-30 also noted at Holy Island, 

Widdrington, Druridge and Holywell . 

Barnacle Goose 
Tv.D were at Budle Bay between 8th-21st (JRT/KWY et al). 

Brent Goose 
Up to 750 pale-bellied birds were at Holy Island during the month (BG et al). 

Other records of pale-bellied included 16 at Ccquet Estuary between 19th-25th 

(EMY), three at Bamburgh on 15th (MH) and singles at Druridge Bay on 23rd and St. 

Mary's Island on 2Sth. A number of dark-bellied birds included one at Holy Island 

and 17 at Ross 9th (BG), 15 N. at St. Mary 1 s Island on 14th (WAK/KIB) and 

three-four at Cresswell and Druridge on 15th/16th. Perhaps the most unusual record 

was one walking across a road near West Allotment on 26th ! (DY) • 

Shelduck 
170 were at Budle Bay on 8th (JRT/KWY), 24 at Ccquet Estuary (EMY) and 22 at 

Boulmer (ES) . One- four also noted at St. Mary 1 s Island, Cresswell, Druridge and 

Newton Pool. One was still at Caistron on 16th (MR ) . 

Wigeon 
The largest gatherings were 550 at Budle Bay on 8th (JRT/KWY) , 190 at Cresswell on 

15th (AMB) when 130 were at Whittle Dene (MR) . 

Gadwall 
One-three were at Cresswell Pond between 2nd-16th. 

Teal 
The largest gatherings were 70 at Seaton Burn an lst (AJJ) , 60 at Whittle Dene on 

11th (MRS) and 56 at Caistron on 16th (MR) . 

Mallard 
350 'V.Bre at Seaton Burn on lOth (AJJ), 300 off St. Mary 1 s Island on 23rd CADM), 250 
at Holywell Porrl on 15th (RD) and 70- 180 at Budle Bay, Whittle Dene, Hallington and 
Caistron. 
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Pin tail 
One-two were noted at Seaton Burn and Arcot during the month. 

Shovel er 
One at Seaton Burn oo 18th and 28th was the ooly reocrd (AJJ). 

Pochard 
35 were at Wallsend Swallow Pood oo 27th (IF) , 34 at Arcot oo 4th (LJM) and 25 at 
Holywell oo 7th (JC). 8-22 also noted at Tweed Dock, Cresswell, Hadston, Seaton 
Burn and Killingworth Lake. 

Tufted Duck 
The largest gatherings were 75 at Whittle Dene oo 8th (MR), and 42 at Seaton BUrn 
and Berwick Harbour on 7th and 14th (AJJ/JDL). 20-25 also noted at Holywell, Arcot 
and Cresswell. 

Scaup 
Up to 11 were at Berwick harbour between 14th-23rd (JDL/DPa) and ten at Hadston on 
12th (ASJ) . Two were at Hauxley on 12th (JP) and four at Seaton Sluice on 22nd 
(KH) . Singles 'M:re also noted at St. Mary 's Island, Cresswell Pond and Amble 
harbour. 

Eider 
400 were at Carnbois oo 9th (MHp/KDS ) . 

Long-tailed Duck . 
A naximum of 30-40 was in the Ross-Stag Rocks area during the rronth (BG et al) . 
Singles were noted at St. Mary' s Island on 4th (KDS) Wansbeck Estuary and Seahouses 
harbour oo 9th (IC) and Newton oo 23rd (KR) . 

Corrmon Scoter 
A maximum of 400-500 was at Ross oo 9th (BG) . 200 'M:re at Blyth Bay on 8th (MHp) 
and 80-100 at Cresswell on 9th (IC) . 

Velvet Scoter 
Six were off Ross oo 21st (MR) and ooe-four were also seen at La.v Newton, Druridge .I 
Bay and Seaton Sluice. Two were still at Hadston Lake on 9th (KDS) . 

Golden eye 
281 were at Berwick harbour oo 14th (JDL) and 211 at Whittle Dene oo 27th (MR) . 
Along the River Tyne a maximum of 176 was at Newburn on 26th (per MPF) although 
smaller numbers were present oo several dates. 6-20 were noted oo three other 
waters. Offshore 50 were at Carnbois on 9th (MHp) when 13 at Lavv Newton (RKS) and 
20-22 at Seaton Sluice and Brierdene Qn 11th and 15th (IF) . 

Srnew 
In the Hadston area numbers increased to seven (ooe drake, six 'redheads') by 16th 
(TMM et al) with one-two visiting Cresswell and Druridge Pool. Singles drakes were 
at Whittle Dene between 7th- 16th (AJ et al), flying S. at Stag Rocks oo 15th (GB) 
at Tillrnouth on 16th (JS) and at Seaton Burn on 17th (GB) . 

Red- breasted Merganser 
A maximum of six was at Hadston Lake oo 15th (ES et al). Ten were in Druridge Bay 
on 8th (MH) when 18 were at Longhoughtoo (ES). Two-eight were at seven other 
coastal localities . A female was at Cornhill on 9th (LJM) . 

Goosander 
The largest gatherings were 32 at Whittle Dene oo 27th (MR), 28 between 
BYWell- Ovingharn on 15th (BNR), 18 at Foxtoo on 8th (ES) 17 at Berwick harbour on 
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9th (DPa) when 14 at Norharn (LJM). 1-13 note::l at a further ten other localities. 

A drake at Bywell on 15th had been ringed at Hoselaw Loch on 5th May 1984. 

Hen Harrier 
Probably two 11 ring-tails 11 in the Fenham Flats/Ross area oo several dates (BG/MH) . 

Single males at Ellingham on 15th and near Belford on 16th (MH/WAK) possibly refer 

to the same individual. 

Sparrowhawk 
One-two were noted in about 13 widespread localities. 

Kestrel 
One-three noted at nine widespread localities. 

Merlin 
Singles were noted in eight coastal localities. Inland ooe was at Caistron oo 9th 

(MR) . 

Peregrine 
Singles were at Elwick/Holy Island oo 20th/21st (IK/MH), Seaton Sluice on 24th (CMA) 

and over Newcastle on 27th (JC) . 

Re::l Grouse 
Thick snow concentrated sane large nwnbers where feeding was available. Over 1,300 

gathere::l on a 600 acre fell at Blanchland on 26th and flocks of 400 and 200 were at 

Slaley and Catton oo 27th and 16th (CJ/JCD) . 

Grey Partridge 
42 were at Holywell Pood oo 23rd (ICJBW) and 35 at Sea ton Burn oo 7th (AIB) • 

Water Rail 
One- two noted at Wideopen, Sea ton Burn, Wallsend Swallow Pood and Holywell after 

13th (ffi/AJJ/ASJ) . 

Moorhen 
35 were at Stakeford oo 20th (MHp) and 30 at Arcot on 19th (LJM) . 

Coat 
191 were at Seaton Burn oo 8th where four were found dead (starved) by the end of 

the month (AJJ) . 152 were at Cresswell on 15th (ES), and 80 at Whittle Dene on 27th 

(MR) . One was in Seaton Sluice harbour on 11th and 15th (IF/RD) . 

WADER COUNT 9th February 1986 

The following stretches were counted:- Budle Point- Seahouses (JGB), 
Seahouses-Beadnell (TAC/MIJ:), Beadnell- Howick (AW/ LC), Howick- Boulrner (IK) , 

Boolrner- Alnrnouth (ES) , Ccquet Estuary (PWW) , Chevington-cresswell (BDG/EC) , 

Cresswell- Newbiggin (RJ), Newbiggin- N. Blyth (MHp), S. Blyth- Seaton Sluice (NWR) , 

Tyne Estuary ( GH/MHa) . 

Oystercatcher 
A total of 1,133 was noted during the wader count . 

Ringed Plover 
A total of 177 was noted during the wader count. 43 were at Berwick Little Beach on 

27th (JDL) • 

Golden Plover 
600 were between Howick-Boolrner oo 8th (IK) and up to 600 at Druridge between 
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2nd-11th (BDG/MHS). 400 were at St. Mary's Island on 7th {KWY) and smaller numbers 
at about five other localities. 

Grey Plover 
A total of 192 noted during the wader count when 150 were at Budle Bay (KRd) 45 were at Holy Island on 2nd (JDL). 

Lapwing 
Only small numbers reported with a maximum of 114 between Beadnell-Ha.vick on lOth. 

Knot 
A total of 545 was noted during the wader count. In addition up to 200 were at 
Boole Bay on 8th and 21st (JRT/MR) . 

Sander ling 
A total of only 198 noted during the wader count although up to 200 
frequented Blyth beach during the month (MHp et al). 

Purple Sand pi per 
A total of 286 was noted during the wader count. 

Dunlin 
A total of 1, 758 was noted during the wader count. In a:ldi tion up to 367 
were at Tynemouth haven (JRT/CB), 370 at Berwick on · 27th (JDL) and 750 at 
flocd water at Druridge on 4th (KWY) . Two v.Jere inland at Whittle Dene on 27th (MR) . 

Ruff 
A single was in the Cresswell/Druridge area between 4th-21st (KWY et al). 

Jack Snipe 
One was on a small burn at Wideopen on 7th (GB) • 

Woodcock 
Five v.Jere at Mitford on 18th (KRd), up to three at Wallsend Swallow Pond 
after 15th, and singles at Close House, Morpe th and North Shields. 

Black-tailed Godwit 
One was at Holy Island on 9th (DPa/JDL) • 

Bar- tailed Godwit 
A total of 99 was noted during the wader count. 420 were at Holy Island causeway on 2nd (JDL) . 

Curlew 
A total of 106 noted during the 
Longhoughton area on 8th (ES) . 
Cresswell Pond on 9th (IC) . 

Red shank 

wader count although 92 were in the Bculmer/ 
161 were at Beal on 23rd (JDL) and 46 at 

A total of 356 was noted during the wader count. 300 were on fields near Chevington Bum on 9th (BOG) . 

Green Sand pi per 
The wintering bird was seen again at Caistron on 9th (MR) . 

Turns tone 
A total of 877 was noted during the wader count. 
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Arctic. Skua 
Single birds Y-Bre noted off Briardene oo 2nd (KDS) and Hauxley and Bwlrrer oo 
8th (ADMc/IK). A skua ( sp) seen at Ross Back Sands on 22rrl was probably a 
Panarine (LH) • 

Mediterranean Gull 
Single a:iults were at North Shields 
at Craster throughout the month. 
arriving to roost at Derwent Reservoir 

Laughing Gull 

Fish Quay between 2rrl-17th (JC et al) and 
More unusual was a first-winter bird 

oo 8th (BNR) • 

Still present throughout the month at Newcastle General Hospital. 

Little Gull 
The remains of me was found m Whitley Bay beach m 15th (IF) . 

Black-headed Gull 
9,000 roosted at Scotswocd oo 6th but none were there m 12th and 27th (BNR). Dusk 
roosts noted of 4,000 at CCXJUet Estuary between 14th- 17th (EMY') and 3,500 on Blyth 
Beach on 24th (MHp) . A Dutch ringed bird was found at Whitley Bay on 2nd (IRH) . 

Ring-billed Gull 
A second-winter bird was found at Newcastle General Hospital m 12th (AC et al) and 
was still present in early March . Seen by many observers this will be only the 
second county record, the first being in April 1985. 

Ccmnon Gull 
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Only 2,400 roosted at Derwent Reservoir m 8th (BNR). A rraximum of 1,000 was at 
North Shields Fish Quay on 9th (CB ) • 

Lesser Black- backed Gull 
One-two were noted at Seaton Burn, Holywell Pond, Ovingham, Druridge and Morpeth . 

Herring Gull 
590 roosted at Scotswocd oo 6th and 1, 750 roosting at Derwent Reservoir m 8t h 
appears to be the biggest inland Herring Gull roost recorded in the county (BNR) . 
2,500 roosted at Blyth harbour on 2nd (MHp) . Four birds at North Shields Fish Quay 
on lst showed the characteristics of the Scandinavian race (JRT/KWY). 
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Iceland Gull 
At least one first-winter bird was at North Shields Fish Quay during the month and 
a second-winter on 9th (DMT/JC et al). An adult was at Blyth harbour on 1st and 
28th (MH.p) • 

Glaucous Gull 
At least five individuals (three first winter, second-winter and irlult) noted at 
North Shields Fish Quay during the month . (DMT et al). Two first-winter birds were 
at Blyth harbour on 1st and one on 28th (MH.p) and further singles were at Cresswell 
Pond and Boulrner on 8th (IK) and St. Mary' s Island on 17th (DY). 

Great Black-backed Gull 
500 roosted at Blyth harbour en 2nd (MH.p) and 210 at Derwent Reservoir on 8th 
(BNR). Eight were found dead on Whitley Bay beach on 15th (IF). 

Kittiwake 
110 v.-ere at 
noted (CB) . 

beach (MSH) • 

Auks (Sp) 

North Shields Fish Quay on 6th (DMT) where a red-legged bird was also 
15 were found dead at Whitley Bay beach on 15th (IF) and six on Blyth 

A large nwnber of corpses were washed ashore during the month. Initially most 
appeared to have died fran starvatien although as the month progressed more oiled 
birds 'Were found. A total of 200 corpses found between Newbiggin-Seaton Burn 
included over 80% Guillemots and 10% Razorbills (MHp) . 

Guillemot 
SrPall nwnbers seen alive offshore during the month but rrost reports were of 
corpses. For example, counts included 15 at Alnrnouth on 8th (JMA) when 25 near 
Warkworth (AJJ ) , 30 at Ross en 9th where 50 found on 22nd (BG/LH ) , and 21 at 
Whitley Bay beach on 15th (IF) • Smaller numbers reported at other localities. 
More unusual was one flying upstream at Newburn en 17th and crashing into a tree ! 
(per MPF). 

Razorbill 
Apart fran those found between Newbiggin-Seaton Sluice (see Auks Sp) one-five 
corpses also noted at Holy Island, Ross, Whitley Bay beach and Tynernouth. 

Little Auk 
Singles at Cullercoats en 1st, Holy Island on 2nd, Cresswell on 15th and well 
inland at Wylarn on 16th (DPa/WAK/BG) were the only reports of live birds. Seven 
corpses were at Blyth Bay en 8th when the remains of four were fcund at the gull 
roost at Blyth harbcur (MHp) . One-three were found dead at Berwick, Holy Island, 
Ross, Dunstanburgh, Camboi s and Whitley Bay beach. 

Puffin 
Six corpses were found between Blyth- Seaton Sluice on 28th (MHp) and one-three were 
at Warkworth beach, Cambois, Whitley Bay beach amd Tynemouth during the month . 

Stock Dove 
34 were feeding at a sheep trough at Derwent Reservoir on 22nd (CJ) . 

Woodpigeon 
2,000 'Were at Stannington on 8th and 17th (AHB/KRd) when 1,800 were near Flodden 
(JDL) . 

Collared Dove 
Up to 50 roosted at North Shields during t he month (RHA) . Only 15 were at Brunton 
on 17 t.Jo ( AIB ) . 
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Barn ONl 
Singles were seen at West Chevington on 7th (AJJ), near Stamfordham on 8th and 15th 
and Stannington on 27th (MHS) . 

Little ONl 
On 17th singles were at Horton and Netherwitton (LJM/BL) . 

Tawny ONl 
One-two noted at North Shields, Ponteland, Earsdon, 
latter two were hunting in daylight (BNR/AJJ et al). 
three at Kielder and three in the Slaley area (BL) • 

Long-eared ONl 

Rothley and Hexhamshire, the 
Dead or dying birds included 

Five were still near Wallsend SWallow Pond on 23rd (KR et al). 

Short-eared ONl 
Three-four were at Ross Links on 20th where one gave wing- clapping display (MH). 

One-three also noted along the coast at Holy Island, Druridge, Woodhorn and Meggies 
Burn. Inland two were at Derwent Reservoir on 8th and one at Hexham on 14th 
(BNR) . 

Kingfisher 
One- two noted at Jesmond Dene, Prestwick Carr, Hallington, Mitford and Angerton 
during the month . 

Green Woodpecker 
One was at Bolam on 27th (ASJ) • 

Great Spotted Woodpecker 
One-three noted at 12 widespread localities. 

Skylark 
The hard weather concentrated sane very large numbers in coastal areas . On 8th a 
total of 6,000 was estimated in just two fields near Boulrner where a further 1,500 
noted in another field (ES/MBS/IK ). 1,000 were at Hauxley on 9th (BL) and 500 at 
Ross Links on 21st (MR) . 100- 400 were also noted at North Seaton, Druridge Bay and 
Co:;ruet Estuary. On 22nd a total of 350 flew S. at Blyth (HG) and groups of up to 
60 moved S. at North Shields (MSH) . 40- 60 noted at three other localities . 

Meadow Pipit 
Small numbers noted in several coastal localities. 
street at North Shields ! (DA) • 

Water Pipit 

On 2nd two were in a main 

The bird at Whittle Dene, first noted in January, was present again between 8th-
27th (MR/RW) • 

Grey Wagtai 1 
One- three were noted at Jesrnond Dene, Holywell, Seaton Sluice_ and Hallington. 

Pied Wagtail 
120- 150 roosted at Morpeth High School throughout t he month (KRd) . 

Waxwing 
Eight were at Whitley Bay on 14th (SS) and singles noted at Morpeth and West 
Monkseaton during the month . 

Dipper 
One- two noted in eight typical localities including singing bi rds at Felton and 
Linnels . 
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Stonechat 
One-two noted at Seahouses, Beadnell and Warkworth Gut. 

Blackbird 
Up to 64 present in a garden at Matfen during the month (RW) • 

Fieldfare 
THe largest flocks were 
and il6 near Belsay on 
Mary 1 s Island. 

200 at West Heddon on 4th (l.SG) and Woc:dhorn on 8th (JCD) 
2nd (JS) 30-100 also noted at Norham, Druridge and St. 

Redwing 
110 flew E. at Hexham 
largest flock reported. 
weather. 

on 6th (BNR) . 75 near Prior 1 s Park on 8th (AJB) was the 
Small numbers noted in many suburban areas during the hard 

Blackcap 
Single males were at Ponteland on 4th and 6th (BOG) and Morpeth on 12th (per BL) • 

Gold crest 
Six-seven noted at Morpeth and Jes:nond Dene on 22nd/23rd (MHS/GH) . 

Long-tai led Tit 
Two-eight were noted at Mitford, Bothal, Wark and Linnels. 

Marsh Tit 
Small numbers noted at Dipton, Linnels, Bolam, Morpeth, Angerton, Warkworth, 
Mitford and Felton . 

Willow Tit 
One-three noted at Caistron, Felton, Seaton Burn and Dipton. 

Blue Tit 
30 were at Gosforth Park on 8th (!RH) and 20 at North Shields on 22nd (MSH). 

Great Tit 
25 were at Gosforth Park on 8th (!RH) . 

Nuthatch 
Up to six were at Bolam and one-three at Matfen, Wallington, Close Hoose, Riding 
Mill, Linnels, Jesmond Dene, Angerton and Bothal. 

Treecreeper 
One-four noted in eight widespread localities. 

Jay 
One-two noted at five localities. 

Magpie 
ll were at Bothal on 4th (KWY) • 

Rook 
500 were at Warkworth on 7th (JMA) . '&cl-three pairs were nest-building at St. 
Andrew 1 s Church, Newcastle by 20th (DA) . 

Starling 
Copulation was noted at West Denton on 17th (MH) • 
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Tree Sparra.v 
80 w~re at Seaton Burn on 2rrl but none noted there after 8th (AJJ). 7-12 also 

notEd at Holywell, Oruridge and Cresswell. 

Chaff inch 
The largest gatherings were 200-300 at Oruridge ~ay an 23rd (MSH), 120 near Ford on 

25th (MLC) and 110 at Caistron on 9th (MR.). 

Brambling . 
Sane large flocks noted during the rronth, particularly in coastal areas. 450 were 

at Bradford on 2rrl (JS) and on 9th flocks of 400-500 were notEd at Lynemouth 

Colliery and at North Seaton (KDS/KR/BDG et al). Flocks of 200 were also at 

Boulmer and Hauxley on 8th/9th (ES/BL). 25-80 were notEd at Stamfordham, Holywell 

Dene, Prior's Park and Sea ton Burn with much smaller numbers at a further nine 

localities. One-eight were feEding in gardens in six areas. 

Greenfinch 
150 were near Lynemouth on 9th (KR) and 40 at Hc:Mick on 16th (RKS). 

Goldfinch 
15 were at Berwick harbour on 9th (LJM) • 

Si skin 
30-35 were noted at Seaton Burn, Bothal and Prudhce (AJJ/'IMM/BNR) . 3-15 were also 

at Bolam and Jesmond Oene and one-six visitEd g:trdens at Morpeth, Ponteland and 

Warkworth . 

Linnet 
400 were at Hauxley on 9th (BL) when 160 were at Druridge (KR). 150 were on Ross 

Links on 21st (MR.) • 

Twite 
43 were at Warkworth Gut on 15th (ES,/WI'L) and s ingles at Seaton Sluice on 22nd 

(DY/SY) and Druridge on 23rd (MSH). 

RErlpoll 
Ten were at Wallsend Swallow Pond on 27th (IF). 

Mealy Redpoll 
Flocks of 20 near Elwick on 15th and 36- 40 at Ellingham on 20th were nearly all 

Mealys (MH) . 16 at Amble Braid on 9th increase:] to about 20 by 15th (IC/MSH et 

al). 13 were at Druridge Links on 23rd (MSH) and one-six were also noted at 

Wallsend Swallow Pond, Seaton Burn, Caistron and Ross. 

Crossbill 
Up to lOO were at Kielder during t..he month (MJ ) and two- eight also noted at Ross 

and Harwocd. 
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Bullfinch 
Up to ten ~re at Morpeth (KRd) and two-foor at Craster, Mi tford, Lesbury and 
Jesmond. 

Lapland Bunting 
Three were at Hauxley on 9th (BL) and two at St. Mary 's Island and Cresswell on 7th 
and 23rd (JC) • 

Snow Bunting 
25 were at NE.Wbiggin on 15th (SY) and 15 at Ross on 9th (BG). One-five were also 
at Stag Rocks, Drliridge, Blyth beach, Seaton Sluice and Holywell. Inland four flew 
E at Cornhill on 9th (LJM) and foor N.E. at East Wocrlburn on 23rd (MH). 

Yellowharruner 
50-60 were at Holywell Dene on 15th (RD) and 12-20 also noted at W. Heddon, Horton, 
Druridge and Craster. 

Reed Bunting 
30 at Druridge on 9th increased to 100 by 23rd (IC/MSH). 
gardens at Cramlington and Wideopen. 

One-three noted in 

Please send all March records, in Voous order please, to Mike S. Hodgson, 45 
Elmtree Gardens, Whitley Bay, NE25 8QX- by 8th April, 1986 at the latest. 
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Indoor Meeting - Members Night Thursday lOth April, 1986 

The next indoor meeting will be Members Night. This meeting is always entertaining 
and interesting with the many talents of our Cf.tlrl members- on shoo. We will also be 
showing the results of our 'Bird Photograph of the Year' competition. The meeting 
will be in the Physics Lecture Theatre commencing at 7.00 p.m. 

Please note that this will be the last meeting of this winter session. 

GEOFF MACFARLANE MEMORIAL TRUST 
Natural History Award 

The Trust is again inviting entries for a natural history competition. It is open 
to all interested persons, regardless of age or ability, and should take the form 
of a written report on aspects such as a site survey, a seasonal survey, or a 
species study etc. A prize of up to £50 will be awarded by the Trustees. 

Sub~ssions for the competition shoold be sent to - J .C. Day, 2 Grange Avenue, 
Benton, Newcastle Upon Tyne. NEl2 9PN - by 31st August, 1986. 

The winner of the 1985 Award was K. Reid of Morpeth for his account of the "Birds 
of the Fast Mill, Morpeth" . 

Loch Fleet Field Tr ip 

Another very successful weekend trip away for the par ticipants who had to brave 
sane of the worst weather imaginable on the way up . They wer e rewarded with 
excellent Haggis and Chips in Perth and two whi t e Mountain Hares on the journey . 
The first birds seen on the Sat urday , whilst having our breakfast, wer e a pair of 
Peregrines displaying over the cottage . Highli ght of the day was without doubt the 
King Eider seen well at Embo . Other birds of not e were rafts of Long Tailed Duck, 
Velvet Seater and Canrnon Seater, and a:iult Litt l e Gull at Brora and all three 
species of diver. 

Sunday was Equally successful with Jack Snipe, male Surf Seater, Iceland Gull and 
Red- necked Grebe on the Moray Firth . Later that day in Speyside we saw 
Capercaillie, Crested Tit and Scottish Crossbill. 

Colin Bradshaw 

Gateshead Wildlife Atlas 

As part of a long term project Gateshead M.B .c. Parks Services Department are 
commencing a l km. square breeding bird survey in Gateshead. The aim is to cover 
every l km. square in the boroogh, a total of 185 in the next three years. For any 
volunteers wishing to take part there are a wide variety of habitats ranging fran 
urban industrial sites to mature woodland . The survey will be based on the B.T.O. 
atlas lines, recording species as confirmed, probable or possible breeding. 

Further information and record cards can be obtained from, 

Gateshead M.B.C. 
Dept . of Parks Services, 
Salt well Park, 
Sal twell Road South, 
Gateshead . 

or t e lephone the Thornley Woodlands Centre, Rowlands Gill 545212 



M:>NTHLY SUMMARY 

MARCH 1986 

The early part of the rronth saw a continuation of the cold weather and snow experienced 
during February. Mid-rronth saw a change towards rrore spring-like weather but this was 
short lived with a return to wintry conditions late in the rronth particularly on 24th when 
heavy snowfalls occurred. It was a windy rronth, especially during the last ten days, with 
the direction generally from the ~st. 

Geese were prominent during the rronth with six species being recorded. At least nine 
Bewick's Swans in the Ellington area indicated return passage through the county and Srnew 
at Hadston Lake reached an amazing peak of 12. At the latter locality Red-breasted 
Mergansers were present for rrost of the rronth with a rrexi.rrum of 20 . A drake Ferruginous 
Duck appeared at Holywell Pond on 23rd and was still present on 30th. Interesting waders 
included tY.D Black-tailed Godwi ts, Spotted Redshank, Greenshank and tY.D Green Sandpipers. 

The Ring-billed Gull rerrained at Newcastle Ge"'leral Hospital until at least 2nd but rray 
have been present later. 

Surrrrer visitors began to arrive with the first Wheatear at Hauxley on 16th and others 
reported from a number of localities during the rerrainder of the rronth. Blackcaps and 
Chiffchaffs also appeared and a Sandwich Tern rroved S. at Hauxley on 28th. A White 
Wagtail was at Dunstanburgh on 31st when a Scandinavian race Rock Pipit was at St. .Mary' s 
Island. 

Other interesting species included Hen Harrier, Buzzards, Jack Snipe, Laughing and 
Mediterranean Gulls , Waxwings and Mealy Redpolls. 

Founded in 1958. Membership is open to all with a beneficial interest in 
ornithology. It provides a monthly bulletin, indoor meetings, field outings, 
organises surveys and publishes Birds in Northumbria, the annual report for 

the area. 
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WEATHER SUMMARY - OOR'lli EAST ENGLAND 

MARCH 1986 

Temperatures 

Over the rronth as a whole, temperatures ~re very close to normal but on the 
rrorning of the 3rd, the following temperatures were recorded:-

Newcastle Weather Centre = Minus 6. 4 deg C, Redesdale = Minus 13 . 0 deg c, Bishop 
Auckland = Minus ll. 4 deg C and Widdy Bank Fell = Minus 14. 6 deg C. Each of these 
setting a new March minimum record. 

The wa.rrrest days ~re the 15th and 22nd, with Tynerrouth recording the highest 
maximum of the region on the 22nd with 13.8 deg C. 

Rainfall- (Snow): -

Stations in the North East of the region reported rainfall below average ( 60-80%) . 
Most of the others were very close to the norm with Widdy Bank Fell's total of 
169.4 mm being the notable exception, giving them 141% of their long term average. 
At this station, 35.9 mm fell on the 22nd alone. 

Much snow was still lying in many parts of the region during the first part of the 
rronth, but the rrost significant fall was on the rrorning of the 24th. Areas to the 
south of Newcastle bore the brunt of this, with northern parts of Durham worst 
affected. Barnard Castle reported one foot of snow with many roads blocked due to 
drifting. Drifting of lying snow caused problems at other times during the month , 
especially in rural areas. 

SUnshine: -

Every station in the region reported sunshine duration between 30% and 40% above 
average, with daily totals of 8 to 10 hours being fairly common. 

Wind:-

A breezy rronth overall as March can so often be, with gales reported on the 5th, 
but the windiest spell was from the 20th to the 27th. 

The strongest winds ~re on the 20th with the following gusts reported: 

Boulll'€r = 58 knots, Newcastle Weather Centre = 68 knots, Berwick = 72 knots and 
Tynerrouth = 75 knots . 

On all of these occasions, winds came from between the southwest and ~st. 

(It may have been bad enough for us on the 20th, but there was worse elsewhere with 
Cairngorm in Scotland recording a mean speed of 98 knots with a gust to 132 knots, 
the highest ever recorded in the British Isles). 

Courtesy of Newcastle Weather Centre 
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ClASSIFIED LIST 

Red-throated Diver/Diver (Sp) 
A maximum of 25-30 was at Druridge Bay on 30th (F1:I/ADMc) when eight were at Budle 
Point. 11 were off Seaton Sluice on 29th (AH). One-four were noted in other 
coastal localities. 

Black-throated Diver 
Three were at Druridge Bay on 17th and 19th (ADM/ASJ) and singles at Ross Back 
Sands, Stag Rocks, Alnrnouth, Seaton Sluice, St. Mary's Island and Tynemouth during 
the rronth . More unusual was one circling Hadston rake several tirres on 2nd ( M1) . 

Great Northern Diver 
One was still at Blyth Harbour on 2nd/3rd (DMI'/AIB) . Other singles were at Ross 
Back Sands on 22nd (MH) and Seaton Sluice on 31st (AJB/NM). 

Little Grebe 
One at Arcot Pond on lOth increased to six by 19th (LJM). One-four were noted at 
Hexham, Whittle Dene, Mitford, Hartburn, River Ford, Cresswell, Seaton Burn, 
Wallsend Swallow Pond and Holywell Pond. 'Trilling' was heard at several localities 
during the rronth. One was off Budle Point on 8th (AJB). 

Great Crested Grebe 
Numbers increasing during the month. At Holywell Pond numbers increased from one on 
6th to a maximum of nine by 22nd (MHp et al). Op to six were at Seaton Burn between 
16th- 30th (AJJ) and two pairs at Arcot Pond and Wallsend Swallow Pond. One- three 
were also seen at Sweethope, Bakethin, Northumbrian Loughs, Hallington, Whittle 
Dene, Capheaton, and Ford . On the sea five were at Ross Back Sands on 8th (AJB/ADM) 
and singles at Holy Island, Stag Rocks, Druridge Bay and Se.aton Sluice. 

Red-necked Grebe 
A maximum of four was off Holy Island on 2nd (JDL) and one-three were also noted off 
Ross Back Sands and Stag Rocks. One was at Sea ton Sluice on 29th ( AH) . 

Slavonian Grebe 
A maximum of ten was at Ross Back Sands on lst and 30th (JC/DHH) when eight were at 
Stag Rocks. T\<.D were at Cheswick Sands on 26th ( JT) and one at Annstead on 30th 
(GB). 

Black-necked Grebe 
Four were off Ross Back Sands on 30th (DHH/MB). One had returned to the regular 
breeding locality by 28th. 

Fulmar 
20 were at Coquet Island on 29th (HRS). 

Gannet 
Light N. passage noted from 8th with a maximum of 30 per hour at Hauxley on 28th 
(HRS). 

Corrrorant 
82 roosted at Blyth harbour on 7th (Mip). 59 flew out of the Tyne Estuary on 5th 
(BNR) and 26 were in Amble Harbour on 17th (AJB) . 13 were at the Corbridge roost on 
3rd declining to three by 29th . Birds showing the characteristics of the 
continental race included one- t'M:J at Hauxley, Hadston, Coquet Estuary, Newton, 
Cullercoats, North Shields Fish Quay and Seaton Burn . 

Sl)ag 
Elgfit were found dead at Stag Rocks on 14th (IF) . 

I 
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Grey Heron 
A pair were displaying and nest-building at a site in the S. of the county on 22nd 
(IK). One- four noted at 17 widespread localities. 

Flamingo 
An 'escapee' was at Cresswell Pond from 23rd. 

Mute Swan 
13 at Berwick Harbour on 3rd increased to 154 by 14th (JRI/JDL). 2- 15 were also 
noted at Blyth, Arcot, Sea ton Burn, Wallsend Swallow Pond, Cresswell, Hartburn, 
Rayburn, Bolam and Shield-on-the-wall. 

Bewick's Swan 
Nine (five adults) were at Ellington on 9th (EC) and four-five at Cresswell Pond on 
several dates between 5th-22nd were probably from this group. 

Whooper Swan 
Up to 51 were present at Prestwick Carr during the month (AGH/AIB et al) and up to 
39 in the Cresswell/Warkworth Lane area (KH/MA et al). 52 were at Beal Sands on 
2nd (JDL), up to 28 near Capheaton and 17 at Seaton Burn. 2-15 were also at 
Raybum, Northumbrian Loughs, Grindon, Hartbum, Backworth and Holywell. Five flew 
N. at Stag Rocks on 30th (MB) . 

Pink-footed Goose 
115 flew N. at Ordley on 8th (BNR) . 20 were at Bud le Bay between 1st - 8th declining 
to ten by 14th (JC et al). Seven were at Boulmer on 7th (IF), nine S. at Hauxley 
on 17th (HRS) and two N. at North Shields on 27th and Hoppen Kiln on 28th (SY/MJS). 
Up to five were at Holywell Pond from 26th (JAW/OS) . 

White- fronted Goose 
25 were at Druridge Pool on lOth (PRW) . Singles were also at Holburn on 15th and 
Holywell Pond on 22nd and 30th ( KDS/M-Ip/KR) • 

Grey Lag Goose 
A rraximum of 1,300 was at Budle Bay on 1st (JC) and up to 750 were seen at nearby 
Hoppen Kiln. 1,200 were at Holburn on 15th (MHp et al) when 350 were at Caistron 
(MR) and 300 at Hownham on 31st (JDL). 30-114 were also noted at Grindon Lough, 
Whittle Dene, Hallington, Arcot, Holywell and Bebside during the month. 

Canada Goose 
33 were at Colt Crag on 23rd (BNR/KR), 11 at Brenkley on 31st (AHB) and two-six at 
Arcot Pond, Capheaton and Derwent Reservoir. 

Barnacle Goose 
Three were at Budle Bay on lst (JC). 

Brent Goose 
880 were at Holy Island on 2nd but only 68 on 25th (JDL et al). At Boulrner there 
were 37 dark- bellied birds on 5th ( IK/PWW) and 46 light-bellied birds on 8th 
(ES/wrL/MBS). 16 pale-bellied rerrained at the Coquet Estuary up to 5th (EMY) and 
another was at Druridge Pool on 1st/2nd . 19 were near Seahouses on 7th (TAC), nine 
flew S. at Stag Rocks en 6th (ASJ) and three N. at Hadston on 17th (ADM) . Three 
dark-bellied were at Cresswell on 9th (WAK) . More unusual was a dark- bellied bird 
well inland at Caistron on 28th (MR) . 

Shelduck 
116 were at Budle Bay on 29th when 107 were on Fenham Flats (MA/KH) 22 were at 
Hauxley on 17th (HRS) and Coquet Estuary on 20th/22nd (EMY) 18 at Boulmer on 8th 
(ES) and 15 at Cresswell on 21st (CMA) . 'IW- ten noted at eight other coastal 
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localities. Inland one was still at Caistron up to 28th when a pair was present 
(MR) ." One at Kielder on 8th and others at Hallington and Wallsend Swallow Pond on 
16th when two on the Northumbrian Loughs suggested overland passage <KR/NBR/JMM). 

Wigeon 
The largest gatherings ~re 850 at Budle Bay on 8th (ADM), when 200 at Druridge 
Pool (ES/WTL), 320 at Holy Island on 2nd (JDL), 188 at Cresswell Pond on 3rd (MIC), 
135 at Northumbrian Loughs on 16th ( JMM/PH) and 127 at Whittle Dene (EC) • 10-90 
were at six other localities. 

Gadwall 
Singles were at Druridge Pool on 8th (JRT) and Holywell Pond on 25th and 27th 
(DSW/AH). 

Teal 
90 w:=re at Caistron on 2nd (MR), 70 at Druridge on 21st (CMA) and 55 at Seaton Burn 
on 8th (AJJ) . 10-50 we~e at nine other localities. Three pairs were in breeding 
territory at Threestoneburn by 28th (AMB). 

Mallard 
170 ~re at Seaton Burn on 1st (AJJ), 162 at Derwent Reservoir on 2nd (BNR), 100 at 
Budle Bay on 8th (ADM) when 115 at Holywell (JC) . 20- 90 were at six other waters. 

Pin tail 
A maximum of seven was present at Seaton Burn on lOth (AJJ) and one- four noted at 
Holywell Pond, Backworth, Druridge Pool and Caistron. One was on the sea at St. 
Mary's Island on lst (JT) and three flew N. at Seaton Sluice on 5th (DY/SY). 

Shoveler 
A rapid return during the rronth particularly to lowland waters, where the largest 
counts involved 11 at Seaton Burn on 16th, eight at Druridge Pool on l8th/23rd and 
nine at Arcot Pond on 17th ( AJJ /.t..w/DS) . One-four were also at Cresswell, Newton, 
Holywell, Wallsend Swallow Pond, and Hauxley, and further inland four-six at 
Grindon and Caistron. Seven v.-ere on the sea off Druridge on 17th (ADM) and four 
off Boulmer on 29th (RKS) . 

Pochard 
The largest gatherings ~re 58 at Wallsend Swallow Pond on 15th (IF), 

Killingworth Lake on l3t..'1 (JDM/LJM) and 32 at Holywell Pond on 8th . (JC). 
~re also noted at eight other localities. 

Ferruginous Duck 

53 at 
10-26 

A drake was found at Holywell Pond on 23rd and was still present on 30th ( IC et 
al). On the 29th it was seen half-heartedly displaying to a drake Pochard ! 

Tufted Duck 
The largest gatherings ~re 81 on the Northwnbrian Loughs on 16th (JMM), 50 at 
Caistron on 15th ( MR) and Hartburn and Bolarn on 22nd (MIC/TPC) and 43 at Whittle 
Dene on 7th (K8/SW ) . 10-40 were at eight other waters. 

Scaup 
The largest gatherings were 12 at Hadston Lake on lst (MH), nine on Holy Island 
Lough on 30th (RKS), eight in the Coquet Estuary between 22nd- 25G'1 (&~), seven at 
Hauxley on 29th/30th (HRS ) and six at Berwick between 9th - 16th (JRI). Birds were 
present at these localities on several dates. Two were at St. Mary' s Island on lst 
( JAT) and three in the Wansbeck Estuary on 2nd ( KDS ) . Inland singles' were at 
Whittle Dene on 22nd (AJ) and Arcot Pond on 26th/27th (LJM/.MRS) . 
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Eider 
925 were between Newbiggin-Blyth on 9th (KDS/Mip), 60 at Dunstanburgh on 2nd (ISD ) 
and 41 off Hadston on 16th (DA). 

Long-tailed Duck 
The largest count in the Ross/Bamburgh area was 32 on 30th (DHH/MB et al) when 13 
were at Annstead Point (GB) . Six were at Druridge Bay on 17th (ADM), four at 
Beadnell on 23rd (RKS) and two in Blyth Estuary on 8th (LJM) . 

Comron Scoter 
In the Ross/Bamburgh area the 'dlargest gath
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hl5th /(JDL/) ·I 
JRT) . Up to 60 were at Drun ge Bay on st an Chesw1 San s on t (DS JAT 
and 20-50 were also noted at Tynemouth, Seaton Sluice and N. Blyth. 

Velvet Scoter 
Seven were at Ross Back Sands on 8th and three on 30th (ADM et al). 

Goldeneye 
A rraxirnum of 282 was at Berwick harbour on 9th (JRI). Other large gatherings 
included 90 at Whittle Dene on 1st (JSB) and on the River Tyne at Newburn on 13th 
(MPF), 63 at Capheaton on 8th (RW) and 44 at Holywell Pond on 30th (ES/WTL) . 2-25 
were noted at a further eight waters. Offshore 53 were at Cambois on 28th (TMM) 
and a fffiximum of 32 at Seaton Sluice on 9th (DA) . 

Srrew 
At Hadston Lake eleven were present on 1st increasing to a peak of 12 (two drakes, 
ten 1 redheads 1 ) between 9th- 18th with only one 1 redhead • reiPaining by 23rd (Ml/ TK 
et al ) . One 1 redhead 1 was on Druridge Pool on 8th. Another 1 redhead 1 was at 
Caistron on 9th (MR) and pair at Arcot Pond between _9th- 17th (MJS/JMM et al). 

Red-breasted Merganser 
Birds were present on Hadston Lake most of the month with a peak of 20 on 16th (CH/ 
CB et al). Display was noted on several days. 16 were at Budle Bay on 29th (KH/ 
MH) and one-nine at Berwick Harbour, Holy Island, Ross, Stag Rocks, Seahouses, 
Newton, Boulrrer, Druridge Bay, Hauxley, St. Mary 1 s Island and Tynemouth. 

Goosander 
The largest gatherings were 23 at Berwick Harbour on 23rd (JDL), 22 at Langley Dam 
and Whittle Dene on 16th and 20 between Bywell~vingham on 15th (ffi/BNR). TwJ
twel ve were noted at a further 18 widespread localities including sorre breeding 
areas. 

Hen Harrier 
At least one 1 ringtail 1 was in the Ross/Holy Island area between 1st- 29th (JC et 
al). Another 1 ringtail 1 was at Derwent Reservoir on 12th (RKS). 

Sparrowhawk 
One-two were seen in about 22 widespread localities including one in a North 
Shields garden on 12th (JSS). 

Buzzard 
Singles were at Harthope on 19th (FH) and Deadwater on 30th ( JMA) . 

Kestrel 
A pair were displaying at a nest - box at Threestoneburn on 15th (AMB). 

Merlin 
One- two were still in six coastal areas during the month and birds had returned t o 
two breeding areas by the last week . 
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Peregrine 
Singles were at Holy Island on 9th, Bamburgh on 6th and over Newcastle Town Moor on 
1st (RD/SJ/MLC). Others were noted at two inland localities. 

Red Grouse 
Another large gathering of 200 was at Blanchland on 2nd (AJR). 

Black Grouse 
Singles were at Threestoneburn and Harv.DO<i ( AMB/ES) and two at Kingswood Burn on 
23rd (PwTI/KR). 

Red- legged Partridge 
One was at Shankhouse on 18th (LJM). 

Grey Partridge 
Large coveys of 42 were at St. Mary 1 s Island on 1st (JAT) and near Stannington on 
3rd (MHS). At the first locality 13 pairs were noted on 31st (IDM). 

Pheasant 
An all chocolate-brown rrale was at Sinnnburn on 8th (KR) . Observer corrments 1 it 
looked quite nice, for a Pheasant 1 ! A rrelanistic male was found near Riding Mill on 
19th · (DP) . 

Water Rail 
Three were at Wallsend Swallow Pond on 2nd (JP) and one - two at Seaton Burn and 
Wideopen during the nnnth (GB) . Another was at Holywell Pond between 10th- 29th 
(DS/AMB) . 

fuorhen 
21 were at Arcot Pond on 12th (LJM) . 

Coot 
104 at Seaton Burn on 1st increased to 156 by 16th (AJJ). 100 were at Cresswell 
Pond on 3rd (MIC), when 62 were at Arcot Pond (LJM). 40-60 were also at Hartburn, 
Whittle Dene, Northumbrian Loughs and Wallsend Swallow Pond. One was at North 
Shields Fish Quay between 12th- 31st (OMT). 

Wader Count - 9th March 1986 

The following stretches were counted: - Budle Point-Seahouses (JGB), Seahouses
Beadnell ( TAC/AS) , Beadnell-Howick ( AW/I.C) , Howick-Boulrrer ( IK) , Boulrrer-Alnnnuth 
(ES/WI'L), S. Alnnnuth (EI'N), Coquet Estuary (PWW), Chevington Burn-cresswell (BOG/ 
EC/ISD) , Newbigg in- N. Blyth ( ffip/KDS) , Blyth Estuary ( LJM) . 

Oystercatcher 
A total of 849 was noted during the wader count. 94 were at St. Mary 1 s Island on 
8th (JC) and 66 at Berwick on 9th (JDL) . A return to inland breeding areas was 
evident throughout the nnnth with srrall numbers reported in rrany localities. As 
many as 300 had gathered at Caistron on 15th and 22nd (MR). 

Ringed Plover 
A total of 168 was noted during the wader count. 50 were at Blyth harbour on 1st 
(JCD) . Seven were at Caistron by 28th (MR) . 

Golden Plover 
On 1st/2nd 220 were at St. Mary 1 s Island (KR) and up to 86 at Tynennuth (AH/CB). A 
return to rroorland areas was indicated by 20 at Acton fuor on 8th (BNR) and 22 at 
Kingswood Burn on 23rd (KR) . 
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Grey Plover 
A total of 180 was noted on the wader count including 78 between Boulmer-Alnmouth. 
214 were at Holy Island on 2nd (JDL) and up to 12 at Hauxley Pool on 23rd/28th 
(HRS) • 

Lapwing 
400 were at Hauxley on 17th (HRS), 300 at Coquet Estuary on 12th (EMY) and 80-200 
at three other localities. After the 8th a return to breeding areas was noted and 
displaying birds seen in several localities. 

Knot 
A total of 188 noted during the wader count although on 2nd 1,500 were 
(AMB), 700 at St. Mary's Island (JDM) and 230 at Holy Island (JDL) . 
the Coquet Estuary on 7th (EMY) and up to 76 at Hauxley. 

Sander ling 

at N. Blyth 
140 were at 

A total of only 46 noted during the wader count although 160 were at Blyth beach on 
1st (Mip), 180 at St. Mary' s Island on 2nd (JD) and a rraxirrn..un of 86 at the Tyne 
Estuary on 29th ( DMI' ) . 

Purple Sandpiper 
A total of 363 was noted during the wader count. In addition the regular spring 
roost at Blyth N. Pier attracted a rraximum of 220 on 1st (JCD/M1p) . 77 were at 
Seaton Sluice on 18th (DPy/SW) and 30-35 at Hauxley and Tynemouth. 

Dunlin 
Nlllllbers were still high on the wader count when 1,111 were noted . In addition 
1,400 were at Fenham-le-Moor on 23rd (JD), 260 at Tyemouth on 1st and 200 at St. 
~~y's Island on 8th (JC) . Inland one- three were at Seaton Delaval, Seaton Burn, 
Caistron, Whittle Dene and Derwent Reservoir after 6th. 

Ruff 
Singles were at Cresswell between 1st- 6th (JRT/KWY) and Caistron on 28th (MR). 

Jack Snipe 
One was at Caistron on 31st (MR) . 

Snipe 
27 at Wallsend Swallow Pond on lOth (IF) was the largest gathering. 

Woodcock 
One-three were noted at four coastal and about 11 inland localities during the 
rronth. 

Black-tailed Godwit 
Tw::J were near Holy Island harbour on 9th (CB/CH). 

Bar- tailed Godwit 
A total of 57 was noted during the wader count. 450 were at Holy Island causeway 
on 23rd (JDL). 

CUrlew 
A total of 354 was noted during the wader count. 500 were on Holy Island on 9th 
(CB) and 18-40 at St. Mary's Island, Cresswell and Foxton. A return to breeding 
areas noted during the month with gatherings of 48 at Colt Crag on 23rd (BNR) when 
50 on the Allendale Moors (KR) and 10-21 at Grindon, Caistron and Corbridge . 

Spotted Redshank 
A s1ngle bird was at Wallsend Swallow Pond on rrany dates and probably the same bird 

I 



9 

at Backworth on 10th/11th, 15th/16th and 29th (IF et al). One was at Willington 
Quay 'on 21st (AMB). 

Redshank 
A total of 660 was noted during the wader count. Birds rroved back into several 
breeding areas during the rronth and 18 were at Caistron by 28th (MR). One-three 
were found dead at St. Mary 1 s Island, Boulrrer and Stag Rocks (IF) . 

Green shank 
One was at Black Low on 2nd <DPa). 

Green Sandpiper 
One was still at Caistron on 3rd (MR) and another near Kirkley Hall on 16th (AHB). 

Turns tone 
A total of 949 was noted during the wader count, when 52 were at St. Mary 1 s Island 
(JC) . 

L~i terranean Gull 
The adult at Craster remained until at least 23rd, 1Nhen another was at North Shields 
(KWY). The first-winter bird, rrentioned last rronth, again carre in to roost at 
Derwent Reservoir on 20th (BNR). 

Laughing Gull 
The Newcastle General Hospi tal bird remained in the area unt il at least 1st Apri l . 

Black- headed Gull 
2,000 roosted at Hallington on 16th, 4,000 at Derwent Reservoir on 20~~ and 3,600 at 
Grindon on 28th with 600- 1,000 at Scotswood, Colt Crag and . Broomlee during the rronth 
(BNR). 2,800 roosted at Blyth harbour on 7th (~Hp). 

Ring- billed Gull 
The bird found last rronth at Newcastle General Hospital remained until at least 2nd. 
Notes on this bird and any later dates would be appreciated by the Recorder. 

Cormon Gull 
1, 350 at Derwent Reservoir on 2nd was the only occupied in1and roost early in the 
rronth (all other sites were frozen ). However 20,000 roosted at Hallington on 16th, 
11,000 at Derwe.nt Reservoir on 20th and 1, 300 at Broomlee on 29th (BNR). Passage 
marked by flocks of 60-300 at several inland localities after 16th although 105 
rroved SW in one hour at Redesdale on 15th (MH). 

Lesser Black-backed Gull 
One-seven were in about 13 widespread localities (including some 'Nell-inland) during 
the rronth. l3 roosted at Broomlee on 29th. A bird showing the characteristics of 
the Sandinavian race was at Newburn on 7th (BNR) . 
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Herring Gull 
1,200 roosted at Blyth harbour on lst (MHp). 
(DlVIT) . 

600 were at the Tyne Estuary on 21st 

Iceland Gull 
Probably two individuals present at North Shields Fish Quay during the rronth (DMI' 
et al). An adult was in the Blyth harbour/Seaton Sluice area throughout the rronth 
and probably the sam= bird visited Holywell Pond on 29th (M!p/JAW et al). A first 
winter was at Cambois on 28th (.KDS/TMM) . 

Glaucous Gull 
Probably five individuals (adult, three first-winter, second-winter) noted in the 
North Shields - Blyth harbour area during the rronth. At Holywell Pond there was an 
adult on 6th and 23rd and a first-winter on 16th (MHp/JRT/KR) . A first-winter was 
at Hadston on 2nd (.KDS) and another found dead at Whitley Bay on 8th (JAT). 

Great Black-backed Gull 
lOO roosted at Blyth harbour on lst (MHp) . 

Kittiwake 
300 had returned to the Dunstanburgh colony by 15th (RKS) and 88 at the North 
Shields warehouse colony by 21st (DMT) . 

Sandwich Tern 
The first was one flying S. (sensible bird !) at Hauxley on 28th (HRS) . Four were 
off Stag Rocks on 30th (DHH/MB) . 

Guillerrot 
18 were found dead between Alnrrouth-Birling on 17th and 
Amble-Hauxley on 25th, but only one was slightly oiled (JMA). 
on 31st (HRS) . 

Razorbill 

six dead between 
50 were off Hauxl ey 

Three (live) oiled birds were at St. Mary' s Island on lst (MBi/JAT). One-thr ee 
were noted at Ross, Dunstanburgh and Tynerrouth. 

Little Auk 
One was on Druridge Pool on lst (KWY/JRT) and another at Boullrer on 2nd (AJB) . 

Puffin 
Noted as 'very numerous' around Coquet Island on 28th (HRS) . 

Stock Dove 
Large flocks included 16 at Matfen on 9th (RW), 17 at St. Mary's Island on 31st 
(IDM) and ten-eleven at Seaton Burn and Holy Island (AJJ/CB) . 18 were counted in 
Jesmond Dene on 17th (JAT) and two- nine at four other localities. 

Woodpigeon 
1,000 were at Newton Pool on lst (ISO) and 500- 700 at Lowick on 2nd (RKS). 

Collar ed Dove 
The regular roost at North Shields had dispersed by the end of the month (RHA) . 

Barn OWl 
Singles were noted at Horton, Heddon, Rothbury and Milfield. 

Little OWl 
Singles were at Hadston and Seaton Delaval whilst another was found as a road 
casualty at Kirkwhelpington on 2nd (RW). 

• 
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Tawny Owl 
One-~~ree noted in five widespread localities. 

I.ong-eared Owl 
One-four were near Wallsend Swallow Pond up to 28th (IF) . One was at Arcot on 9th 
and tw:J there on 30th (MJS). Another roosted at Clara Vale on 23rd (AJ). 

Short-eared Owl 
One-three were in eleven coastal or near coastal localities. Three were over 
Newcastle Town Moor on 2nd (MBi/JAT). One was well inland at Threestoneburn on 28th 
(AMB). 

Kingfisher 
One-four were at Jesmond Dene, Arcot Pond and Caistron. 

Green Woodpecker 
One-two were seen at Carey Burn, Ingram, Nunnykirk, Bothal, near Ogle, Riding Mill, 
Linnels, Mitford, Routin Lynn and Newbiggin. Sorre birds were "yaffling". 

Great Spotted Woodpecker 
One-two were noted at 12 widespread localities. One was still at Hauxley on 29th 
( HRS) and another was at Wallsend Swallow Pond on lOth (IF) . 

Skylark 
80 were at Cresswell on 1st (JCD), 15 flew N. at Seaton Sluice on 5th (SY) and 39 
were at St. Mary' s Island on 15th (JAT) . After lOth singing birds were noted in 
several lowland localities and 12- 50 were inland at Ford, Ordley and Calder. 

~adow Pipit 
After 22nd birds were noted returning to several inland localities with 55 at 
Caistron by 31st (MR) and 18-23 at Corbridge, Ordley and Housesteads. 

Rock Pipit 
Six were at CheswicK on 26th (JNr). Up to eight were at St. Mary's Island where a 
bird, showing the characteristics of the Scandinavian race, was present on 30th/31st 
(PWD/KR/IC) . 

Grey Wagtail 
Three pairs were at Jesmond Dene and Allenbanks (MPF /RKS) and ot hers in breeding 
territories at eight widespread localities. Passage indicated by singles flying N. 
at Prior's Park on 15th and Holy Island on 31st (CB/CH). 

Pied Wagtail 
Six-ten were at Newton, Howick and Derwent Reservoir . 

wbi te Wagtail 
One was at Dunstanburgh on 31st (PWD) . 

Waxwing 
Five were at Walker on lOth (TPMW) and 12 at Berwick hospital on llt..h (per JDL). 

Dipper 
Four pairs were in the Alwin Valley on 14th (TAC) and two completed nests in nest
boxes at Threestoneburn by 28th ( AMB/GC) . Other birds noted in 11 other breeding 
areas. 

Dunnock 
Ten were at Hauxley on 31st (HRS) . 
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Stonechat 
Singles ~re at Newton Pool on 1st and Bamburgh on 30th (ISD/AIB). 

Wheatear 
The first was one at Hauxley on 16th (HRS) followed by further singles at St. 
Mary's Island on 17th and 22nd (ASJ/JAW). One was well inland at Shillrroor on 23rd 
(JMA), and between 24th-31st one-five 'M':re along the coast at Hartley, Seaton 
Sluice, Meggies Burn and Annstead and one-two inland at Carey Burn, Allerhope and 
Steel Rigg. 

Blackbird 
20-25 were at Hauxley on 1st and 31st (HRS). 

Fieldfare 
Nwnbers increasing during the rronth. The largest numbers involved five flocks of 
200-400 in the Nunnykirk/Rothbury/furpeth areas on 23rd (RHA) and 410 flying NW at 
Grindon on 28th (BNR) . 300 flew NE at Wallington on 30th (RW) . Flocks of 50-200 
were noted at Colt Crag, Housesteads, Caistron, Ford fuss, Ilderton Dod, Holystoner 
Seaton Burn, Wallsend Swallow Pond and Weldon Bridge. On 15th 56 flew S. over 
Redesdale with a rrovement of Starlings and Common Gulls (MH). 

Redwing 
Birds were still present in several suburban areas early in the rmnth with 50 at 
Newcast le on 14th (AIB) and 30-40 at Jesrrond and Prior's Park. lOO were at 
Holystone on 28th (TAC) and 30-40 at Ponteland and Wallington . Birds were hea rd 
passing overhead after dark at Wideopen on 17th ( AIB ) . One was singing at Leazes 
Park, Newcastle on 31st (AGH). 

Mistle 'I'hrush 
16 were at Ford Castle on 25th (MBi/~r) . 

Blackcao 
A rrale was at Ponteland on 12th (BOG) and female at Wylarn between 3rd-8th 
(~~/PMH). A male at Cresswell Pond on 22nd may have been the first spring arrival 
(PS/JAT). Another was at Cochrane Park on 25th (KIB) . 

Chiffchaff 
On 29th singing birds were at Felton (ETN) and Bothal (KIB). 

I.Dng-tailed Tit 
20 were at Gosforth Park on 12th ( JAT) . 
from the lOth (ASJ/ADMc) . 

Marsh Tit 
Noted at Bolam and Wingates. 

Willow Tit 

A pair were nest-building at Mitford 

One- four noted at Ford Castle, Warkworth Lane, Seaton Burn and Backworth. 

Coal Tit 
19 'M':re at Ford Castle on 27th (JAT) . MJre unusual 'M':re singles at Hauxley on 
23rd/3lst and Holy Island on 31st (HRS/CB). 
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Coal Tit 

G, .....i l ,'c 

- I~ I ,)..._;; 

31. 3. · g{, 

Blue Tit 
30 were at Ford Castle on 27th (JAT). 

Great Tit 
27 were at Gosforth Park on 12th and 18 at Ford Castle on 27e1 (JAT). 

Nuthatch 
Up to six were at Bolam and one-four at Close House, Mitford, Capheaton, Matfen, 
Riding Mill, Aydon, Hexham, Jesmond Dene, Bothal and in the N. of the county at Ford 
Castle. 

Treecreeper 
One-four noted at Nunnykirk, Ford and Holywell areas. 

Jay 
One-three were noted at six widespread localities. More unusual perhaps, was one on 
Ross Links on 14th (IF). 

Magpie 
12 at Seaton Burn was the largest gathering (AJJ). 

Rook 
In Newcastle on 3rd there were six occupied nests at St. Andrew' s Church and eight 
at the Haymarket (OA). 

carrion Crow 
A large flock of 70 was at Ccmrronburn on 28th (Ai.\'ffi). 

Tree Sparrow 
20 were at Hauxley on 2nd (AJB). 

Chaff inch 
The largest flocks were 400 at Tarset on 17th ( JCD) , 200 at Matfen on 9th (RW) and 
75-100 at Capheaton, Hexhamshire and Brenkley bet<.-;een 6t..~-9th. 

Brambling 
The largest flocks were 100 at Calder on 9th (h~), and 75 at West Woodburn on 15th 
(MH), 20-70 were also at Rothbury, near Chatton , Ellington, Tarset, Matfen and 
Capheaton. One-t..~ree continued to visit gardens at Ponteland. A ITB.le was in song 
at Bywell on 15th (BNR). 
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Si skin 
18 were at Sea ton Burn on 12th ( JAT) and eight at Bothal on lst ( JRT) . Birds at 
feeding stations in gardens included up to ten at Ponteland and one-four at 
Gosforth, MJrpeth, Wylam, Heddon, Corbridge, Hexham and Matfen. A return to local 
breeding areas noted at Ordley on 31st (BNR). MJre unusual was two flying in off 
the sea at Ross on 22nd (RKS). 

Linnet 
80 were at Cresswell on lst (JRT/KWY) and 27 Prior's Park on 15th (CB). 

Twite 
One was at Seaton Sluice on lst (JDM), four at Boulmer on 2nd (AJB) and another at 
Hauxley on 30th (HRS). 

Redpoll 
20 were at Seaton Burn on 16th/17th (AJJ/DS). 

Mealy Redpoll 
5 were at Hauxley on 2nd (AJB) and four still at Amble Braid between 4th-8th (EMY ) . 

Crossbill 
30 were at Detchant Wood on 2nd (JMA) and five-six noted at Threestoneburn, 
Stonehaugh and Riding Mill. They appear to be scarcer at Kielder this spring. One 
was singing at Ross on lst (JC) . 

Bullfinch 
Eight were at MJrpeth Abbey on 15th (ADMc) . 

Hawfinch 
Two were at Featherstone Castle on 16th (WAK) and four arrived back in Jesmond Dene 
by 28th (MPF). 

Lapland Bunting 
One was at Boulmer on 7th (IF) . 

Snow Bunting 
Ten were at Ross Back Sands on lst (JC), six at Druridge on 9th (PCL) and five at 
Newbiggin on 2nd (AMB) . Singles were also noted at Boulmer, Blyth and St. Mary's 
Island. 

Yellowhamrrer 
Flocks of 30- 32 were at Earsdon, Corbridge and Juniper (IC/MR/BNR). 

Reed Bunting 
One was still visiting a garden at Wideopen on 27th (AIB). 

Corn Bunting 
22 were at Bothal on 31st ( AJJ) . One-four, including sorre in song, were at 
Seahouses, Cresswell, Woodhorn, Newbiggin, Guide Post, Sea ton Delaval and St. 
Mary's Island. 

Please send all April records, in Voous order, to Mike S. Hodgson, 45 Elmtree 
Gardens, Whitley Bay, Tyne and Wear NE25 8QX, by 8th May at the latest. 
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List of Contributors 

C.M. Adamson A. G. Hetherington K. Rob son 
J.M. Alrrond M.S. Hodgson B.N. Rossiter 
D. Archer P. Holden s. Rutherford 
R.H. Annitage F. Hopkin M.J. Sharp 
M. Annstrong D.H. Howey D.R. Shannon 
A.M. Bankier c. Hudson K.D. Shaw 
A.H. Banks A. Hutt M.B. Shaw 
K.I. Barratt K. Huxley D. Short 
J.G. Bell J.R. Irving E. Slack 
M. Bell A.S. Jack M.R. Smith 
M. Birney (MBi) J.K. Jackson ffi& J Snaith 
A.J. Booth A. Janes J.S. Spence 
J.S . Booth A.J. Johnston R.K. Stephenson 
K. Bowey W.A. Kelly P. Stienlet 
AI & G Bowman I. Kerr A. Stimpson 
c. Bradshaw W.T. Logan J. Stott 
ML & 'I'A Cadwallender J.D. Lough J.A. Tobias 
L. Carpenter P.C. Lowry J.R. Todd 
I. Chad wick J.M. Macfarlane D.M. Turner 
J. Chap man L.J. McDougall R. Walton 
E. Crab tree J.D. McElwee T.M.P. Watson 
I.S. Davidson A. D. Me Levy (ADMc ) P.R. Weigh ill 
P.W. Davidson B. Me crow P.W. West 
J.C. Day T.M. Melling s. Westerberg 
c. Donald N. 1'-bores B. Williams 
A. Donnison I. D. MJorhouse M. Winter 
R. Dunn A. D. 1'-buld A. Woodhall 
I. Fisher ET & JR Norris J.A. Wright 
M.P. Frankis D. Patterson (DPa) K.W. York 
B.D. Green J. Pattinson E.M. Young 
RM& PM Harrison D. Pickard D & S Younger 
I.R. Hartley D. Pyle Hauxley Ringing Station 
M. Henry P.H . Redrnayne 
R. Hen son A.J. Richards 
M. Hepple (MHp) M. Richardson 

Indoor Meetings 

Please remember that there will be no further indoor meetings until September 1986. 
A full list of meetings for the 1986/87 winter session will be published soon. 

Collection of Local Natural History Books for Sale 

Martyn El well (Tel . Prudhoe 33326) has for sale a collection of Local Bird Books 
including classics by Bolam, Hancock, Chapman etc. If you are interested please 
contact Martyn direct. 
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Requests for Information 

1. Black Grouse 

This species may be under-recorded within the county. If you see any Black Grouse 
during the course of this year I would be grateful if you could let m= know. If 
you wish, please indicate if the locality should be kept confidential. 

Mike Hodgson 

2. From The Northumberland Wildlife Trust 

The Northumberland Wildlife Trust has an ongoing task of compiling Natural History . 
sightings of potential sights of Nature conservation importance, designated sights 
of Nature Conservation I.nportance (SNCI' s), and its own reserves, many of which we 
have little bird information on. 

The Trust would therefore welcome any bird sightings from the following localities , 

FORD MOSS OS sheet 75 Grid Reference 374 971 
PAWSTON LAKE OS sheet 74 Grid Reference 854 316 
HAVANNAH POND OS sheet 88 Grid Reference 215 718 
KIDLAND FOREST OS sheet 80 Grid Reference 910 120 

The best way in which to submit records is to enter them on separate record cards 
and send them to the Recorder . 

Future Field Trips 

DATE 

17/18.5.86 

24.5.86. 

18.5.86. 

June Weekend 

5.7.86. 

Mid August 

Late August 

lOCALITY 

Norfolk Weekend 

Holy Island 

Bamburgh (Ringing) 

Censuses 

Bass Rock 

Tee side 

Pelagic trip from North 
Shields out to sea (and 
back ! ) 

T. Brereton 

LEADER 

Colin Bradshaw 

Ian Kerr 

Mike Hodgson 

Nick Rossiter 

T.B.A. 

Alan Johnston 

Mike Bell 

If anyone is interested in any of the above please contact COLIN BRADSHAW. 
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M)NIHLY SUMMARY - APRIL 1986 

It was generally a cold rronth with mean ternperaturs TM:ll below the nornal average 
although the last few days did show some improvement. It was also very TM:t with the 
heaviest rainfall occurring on· 15th. Hardley surprising the arrount of sunshine 
experienced was below nonra.l. A period of winds from an easterly sectDr and very 
TM:t and misty coastal TM:ather from 15th produced an interesting influx of migrants. 

Sea~tching produced the usual spring N. rroverrent of Fulmars, Gannets and 
Kittiwakes and several Manx Shea.rwaters and Arctic Skuas. 60 Barnacle Geese flying 
over Bellingham on 25th a..llrost certainly originated from the Solway Firth. A drake 
Ring-necked Duck appeared . at HolYTM:ll Pond on 29th (is this last year's bird ? ) 
where the Ferruginous Duck was still present. A pair of Ruddy Ducks TM:re seen 
be:tween 26th-30th at Sea.ton Burn. 
Birds of prey produced SOire interesting records with five Hen Harriers, an Osprey on 
16th, Marsh Harrier on 26th and Rough- legged Buzzard on 27th. Waders on passage 
included Whimbrels, Black- tailed Gcx:iwi ts , Greenshanks and from 23rd Comon 
Sandpipers . . 
The arrival of summer visitors was TM:ll underway with many of the species putting in 
their first appearances. Wet TMea.ther coupled with easterly winds mid~nth caused 
an exciting 'fall' along the coast . 

f2"'J 19 '-'>< I 

' J "'""'-·Jf.. 11- 'f . '!JC . 

Although a number of localities received these srrall migrants Holy Island again 
proved the place to be. On 18th, for example, that locality held 520 Robins, 130 
Dunnocks, 26 Ring Ousels, 20 Black Restarts, a Hoopoe and t....-o Great Grey Shrikes ! 
These TM:re followed by a Firecrest on 19th and Water Pipit on 20th . . Three coastal 
migrant Hawfinches added to the interest. Perhaps the bird of rronth was a superb 
male Rustic Bunting found by t....-o rrembers in HalYTM:ll Dene on 19th. Altogether a 
quite exciting rronth with other interesting species including Jack Snipe, Laughing 
and ~i terranea.n Gulls, Black Guillennt, Lesser Spotted Wccdpecker, Waxwing, Mealy 
Redpoll and Lapland Bunting. 

Founded in 1958. Membership is open to all with a beneficial interest in 
ornithology. It provides a monthly bulletin, indoor meetings, field outings, 
organises surveys and publishes Birds in Northumbria, the annual r eport for 

the area. · 
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ClASSIFIED LIST 

Red-throated Diver/Diver (Sp) 
Seven between Budle Point-Stag Rocks on lst was the largest gathering (DHH/MB). 

' One-five noted at four other localities. : 

Black-throated Diver 
Singles were at Budle Point and flying N. at Annstead on lst (DHH/MB) and off Ross 
Back Sands on 11th ( KH/MA) . 

Great Northern Diver 
One flews. at Whitley Bay on 26th (MBi/JAT). 

Little Grebe 
Ten were at Arcot Pond on 19th (IJM), nine at Wallsend Swallow Pond on 16th (IF) 
and three pairs each at Holywell Pond and Seaton Burn (JAT/AJJ). One-four noted on 
six other waters. 

Great Crested Grebe 
Six were at Seaton Burn c?Tid up to five at Holywell Pond (AJJ/ISD). One-two were 
also at Bothal, Cresswell, Hadston, Angerton, Caistron, Hallington, Langley Darn, 
Whittle Dene, Arcot, Killingworth Lake and Wallsend Swallow Pond. On the sea one 
was off Hadston on lst (M:), one at Holy Island on 26th (MA) when three were in 
Druridge Bay (JRT/KWY) 

Red-necked Grebe 
On lst singles were off Hadston (M:) and Budle Point (MB/CHI1) . Another was at Stag 
Rocks on 19th (ES/DRS) . 

Slavonian Grebe 
On lst one was off Hadston (M:) and 11 between Budle Point-Stag Rocks (DHH/MB) and 
one-three were in the Ross/Holy Island area up to 12th. 

Black-necked Grebe 
Tm were at the regular breeding locality on lst increasing to nine pairs by 28th. 
One was off Hadston on 21st (MIC) and three at Holy Island on 26th (MA/KH). 

Fulmar 
226 were at CUllernose Point on 26th (RKS) . Steady N. passage was noted at 
Hauxley, Stag Rocks and Holy Island on 5th (HRS/FS). lOO flew N. at Tynerrouth on 
7th (AH) and heavy N. passage again seen at Holy Island on 22nd (MR) . 

.Manx Shearwater 
Five were off Cresswell on 6th and one on 19th (ADMc). 

Gannet 
200 per hour moved N. at Annstead Point on lst (DHH/MB). 
4th (JDL), 132 N. at Embleton on 5th (RKS), 200 N. at 
heavy N. passage noted at Holy Island on 22nd (MR) . 
several other localities. 

Conrorant 

191 flew N. at Berwick on 
Craster on 12th (FS) and 
Srraller numbers noted at 

52 were at Blyth harbour on 11th (MHp) and 25 flew N. at St. Mary's Island on 26th 
( JAT) . One-seven were at four inland localities and seven roosted in a tree at 
Derwent Reservoir on 26th (RKS). Singles showing the characteristics of the 
continental race were at Seaton Burn on 6th (MHS) and Bolam Lake on 19th (LJM) . 

" I 
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Grey Heron 
Five v.Bre at Longhoughton Steel on 26th (RKS). One-three noted at five widespread 
localities . 

Mute Swan 
13 v.Bre at the Blyth Estuary on 13th (LJM) and at Capheaton on 28th (RW) and 
12 at Seaton Burn on 16th (AJJ). Breeding pairs noted at Bolam, Capheaton, 
River Pont at Matfen, Angerton, Sea ton Burn and Wallsend Swallow Pond 
although at the later site one adult was found dead, probably shot, on 24th. 

WhooperSwan 
22 were at Druridge Pool on 1st (DHH/MB), seven-eighteen at four surrounding 
areas between 2nd-29th may have been from this herd. 21 near Capheaton on 
2nd decreased to one by 19th (MLC/Ml) . The herd of 51 at Prestwick Carr 
gradually decreased to three by 30th (AIB et al). One-five also at 
Caistron, Holy Island, Grindon and La.ngley Dam between 5th-27th. 

Pink-footed Goose 
Six were at Caistron on 18th (MR) . 

Grey I.ag Goose 
300 were at Budle Bay on 5th (WTL/ES) when 360 were at Caistron declining t o 

·ten by 26th (MR). 151 were at Grindon Lough on 12th (RKS) 2-45 were also at 
Hallington, Whittle Dene, Hauxley and Threestoneburn. A maximum of 46 were 
at Holywell Pond on 5th (JRT/KWY) and one-six in five n~arby localities. 

Canada Goose 
Up to eight were at Arcot Pond during the month. 
Capheaton (RW) and another at Brenkley (P&PM) . 
(MR) . 

Two breeding pairs noted at 
One was at Caistron on 27th 

Barnacle Goose 
60 -flew N.E. at Bellingham on 25th. This interesting report can be compared 
to a previously unpublished record of 450 Barnacle Geese rroving over Kielder 
on 30th April, 198 3. P letting their course shows that they y;ould arrive in 
Norway sorrewhere between Stavanger and Bergen ! (BL). 

Brent Goose 
3~ were at Holy Island on 6th reducing to two by 22nd (JDL/MR). 

Shelduck 
A maximum of 64 was in Budle Bay on 20th (RKS), 20 Were at Longhoughton 
on 26th, and up to 16 at Hauxley and 12 at Cresswell Pond (MA/LJM). 
flew N. at .Seaton Sluice on 6th (KR), two flew W. at Holyv.Bll on 28th 
and one was at Seaton Burn on 27th (AJJ) . 

Wigeon 

Steel 
Nine 

(ADM) 

46 were at Druridge Pool on 5th (P&PM), 95 at Grindon on 12th when 44 VwBre at 
Derwent Reservoir (RKS/JSB). 2-25 were noted at seven other localities. A 
pair had returned to the regular breeding locality by 13th. 

Gadwall 
One-five were at Cresswell Pond during the month (JAT/MLC et all. Singles 
were at Grindon Lough on 19th (JSB), Caistron on 27th (MR) and Arcot Pond on 
28th (LJM) . 
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Teal 
190 ~re at Druridge Pool on 
at four other localities. 
localities at Harwood on 18th 

Mallard 
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18th and 53 at Gosforth Park on 12th ( ISD) 10-30 'M2re 
Birds were present in suitable moorland breeding 

and Threestoneburn on 26th (MH/AH) . 

41 at Seaton Burn on 2nd was the largest gathering (AJJ). 

Pin tail 
A pair 'M2re at Seaton Burn between 1st-13th (AJJ), one at Arcot on 19th and two on 
24th and a pair at Druridge Pool on 27th (DY/SY). A drake was on the sea at 
Longhoughton Steel on 26th (RKS). 

Shoveler 
The largest gatherings -were 12 at Druridge Pool on 26th (JRT/KWY) ,. nine at Holy 
Island lough on 6th (JDL) and up to ten at Arcot Pond, although smaller numbers were 
noted at 11 other localities particularly in the S. E. of the county. At one 
locality a nest with 12 eggs was found on 27th. Three were on the sea at 
Longhoughton Steel on 26th (RKS). 

Pochard 
24 'M2re at Holywell Pond on 19th (IC). 1-17 noted at seven other localities. 

Ring-necked Duck 
A drake was at Holywell Pond on 29th/30th, still present well into May (JEF/P&Pm) . 
It seems likely that this . is the sane bird that was present in the area for much of 
last year. Notes would be appreciated by the Recorder. 

Ferruginous. Duck 
The drake reported at Holywell Pond during March remained throughout the month and 
into May. 

TUfted Duck 
The largest gatherings were 52 at Holywell on 26th (JAT), 42 at Caistron on 13th, 32 
at Seaton Burn on 2nd and 31 at Whittle Dene on 9th (MR/AJJ}. 

Scaup 
Nine -were on Holy Island loqgh between 2nd-10th (DPa et al) and one on 12th. Up to 
seven were at Hauxley between 1st-19th (HRS) . One was at Arcot Pond on 1st and 19th 
(LJM) . 

Eider 
475 'M2re between Newbiggin-carnl::xJis on 13th (MHp) , 143 at Stag Rocks on 24th (BNR) 
and 82 at Blyth harbour o,n lOth (HG) . 

Long-tailed Duck 
A rraximum of 19 was at Stag Rocks on 12th (AJ) . One-four also noted at Holy Island, 
Seahouses harbour, Annstead, and Low Newton between 1st-26th. 

Cornron Seater 
A rraxirnurn of 200 was in the Ross/Stag Rocks area on 11th (KH/MA) . 3-19 also noted 
at Tynemouth, St. Mary's Island, Hauxley and Holy Island. 

Velvet Seater 
Three -were at Druridge Bay on 5th (JRT/KWY), four N. at Seaton Sluice on 6th 
(KR/PWD) and oneS. at Stag Rocks on 18th (KDS) . 
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Goldeneye 
The largest gatherings were 45 at Holywell Pond on 5th ( JRT) , 42 at Capheaton on 
16th (RW), 29 at Carnbois on 19th (LJM) and 22 at Seaton Sluice on 6th(KR). 
One-nineteen were at nine other localities. 

Red-breasted Merganser 
12 were at Berwick on 14th (JDL), 11 at Budle Bay on 5th (ES/DRS), and up to 11 in 
Druridge Bay. One-five were in seven other coastal localities. A drake was at one 
inland locality from 18th. 

Goosander 
Breeding numbers along the North Tyne may be well reduced as only half of the 
number of nests found compared to the 1985 total (BL). Eight were at Caistron on 
18th (MR) and smaller numbers in six other inland localities. Six were at Foxton 
on 12th ( WI'L/ES ) • 

Ruddy Duck 
A pair were at Seaton Burn between 26th-30th (AJJ et all. 

Marsh Harrier 
An irrnna.ture male was at Holywell Pond on 26th (MHp) . . 

Hen Harrier 
An adult male was at Prestwick Carr on 4th and Seaton Burn on 11th, 12th and 18th 
(AIB/AJJ ) . Two 'ringtails' were together at Budle Bay on 18th (KDS/MHp) and single 
'ringtails' were noted at two inland localities. 

Sparrowhawk 
One-two noted in about 16 widespread localities. 

Rough- legged Buzzard 
One was watched for 10 minutes on Holy Island on 27th before it rroved off N. w. 
(KDS/TMM). 

Osprey 
One Was at Kielder Water on 16th (per BL). 

Kestrel 
About eight were ln the Holywell area on 26th (JAT). 

Merlin 
One was on Holy Island between 11th- 20th (KH/MA.) and others at five inland 
localities. 

Peregrine 
One was at Black Low on 12th (JDL). 

Red Grouse 
Freshly broken egg- shells found at Simonside on 5th (IDM) . 

Black Grouse 
Up to three were at Threestoneburn (AMB) and two at Allenheads on 13th (WAK) and 
Redesdale on 17th (BL) . 

Red- legged Partridge 
Pairs were noted at Laverock Hall, Slaley, Caistron, Hepple, Holystone, Calder and 
Beal . 
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Grey Partridge 
16-22 were at Holywell and St. Mary'3 Island on 26th (JAT/MBi). 

Water Rail 
Singles were at Gosforth Park on 4th/12th ( ISD) , Hauxley on 3rd, 19th and 27th 
(HRS) and Caistron on 20th (toR) . 

M:x>rhen 
More unusual records concerned one at Prior 1 s Park/Tynerrouth Haven between 15th-
25th (AH) and another in a Whitley Bay garden on 24th (per IDM). 

Coot 
160 were at Seaton Burn on 1st decreasing to 53 by 29th (AJJ) and 104 at Capheaton 
on 16th decreased to 30 by 28th (RW) . One was at North Shields Fish Quay between 
1st-19th (DMI'). 

Wader Count - 13th April, 1986 

Only six stetches were counted this rronth:- Seahouses-Beadnell (MLC/AS) , Howick
Boul.rrer (IK), Bou.lrrer-Alnrrouth (ES/WI'L), Coquet Estuary (PWW), Newbiggin-Blyth 
(KDS/MHp), Blyth Estuary (LJM) . 

Oystercatcher 
165 were noted on the wader count. 
at St. Mary 1 s Island on 30th (IC ) . 
20th (MR) and two-six noted at four 

Ringed Plover 

42 were at Cresswell Pond on 12th (KWY) and 53 
Inland 250 at Caistron on 5th declined to 50 by 

other localities. 

Small numbers noted at several coastal and inland breeding sites. 

Golden Plover 
600-800 were at Bou.lrrer on 12th (ES) , a rraximum of 300 at St. Mary' s Island on 5th 
and 23rd (IDM), 153 at Longhoughton Steel on 26th (RKS), and lOO at Howick on 19th. 

Grey Plover 
A total of 20 were seen on the wader count. 350-400 were at Ross on 26th ( ISD) . 
One-six in four other localities. 

Lapwing 
Nest with four eggs was found near Caistron on 5th ( IDM) and brood a hatched at 
Seaton Sluice on 26th (CMA) . 

Knot 
150 were at Holy Island on 5th and 13- 25 noted at Amble, Hauxley and St. Mary 1 s 
Island between 4th- 19th (ES/HRS) . 

Sander ling 
58 were at Berwick Little Beach on 14th (JDL) and 54 at St. Mary 1 s Island on 19th 

:J (IC). 

Purple Sandpiper 
A total of 292 noted during the wader count included 224 between Seahouses
Beadnell. In addition 60 were at Stag Rocks on 5th and 145 between Seaton Sluice
St. Mary 1 s Island on 26th (ES/JAT) . 

Dunlin 
Only 153 noted during the wader count . 40- 50 were at Druridge Pool on 27th (IF) 
and one- three at Havannah Pond and. Backworth . 
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Ruff 
Three "Were at Druridge Pool on 27th (IF /DPa) . 

Jack Snipe 
One was at Hauxley on 4th (HRS). 

Snipe 
I Drumning I birds included up to six at Arcot Pond and one at Blanch land. 12 "Were 
at Hauxley on llth and ten at Prestwick Carr on 23rd (HRS/EX:). 

Woodcock 
Singles "Were noted in four suitable breeding localities. Along the coast between 
12th-27th one-tv.D noted at Holy Island, Holywell Dene, Prior 1 s Park and Wall send. 

Black-tailed Godwit 
One flew W. after dark at Westerhope on 2nd (I.K) and further singles were at 
Druridge Pool on 19th (ADMc), Prestwick Carron 20th/21st (MH), Seaton Burn on 23rd 
(per AJJ) and St. Mary 1 s Island on 24th (IDM) . 

Bar-tailed Godwit 
900 were at Holy Island on 12th (JDL) . Ten were at Newton on lst (P & PM) 

Whirnbrel 
Five flew N. at Holy Island on 12th (AJ), where two present on 20th (CB). Singles 
flew N. at Wallsend Swallow Pond on 24th (IF) and Hauxley on 26th (HRS) and five 
flews. at Druridge Bay on 27th (DY/SY). 

Curlew 
132 were at Holy Island on 2nd (DPa), 55 at Eals on 13th (BNR), 40 at Arcot on 14th 
(LJM) and 45 at Budle Bay on 20th (RKS) . 

Spotted Redshank 
One was still at Wallsend Swallow Pond on 3rd/4th (IF) . 

Red shank 
A total of 566 was noted during the wader count. 40 "Were at Druridge Pool on 23rd 
(LJM). Small nwnbers noted in several breeding areas during the rronth. 

Green shank 
Singles "Were at Brenkley between 27th-30th (KR/PWD) and "Well inland at Allendale on 
24th (per BNR). / 

Comron Sandpiper 
One at Seaton Burn on 23rd was the first (AJJ). Another was inland at Sharperton 
on 24th (TMM) and after 25th one- six were at eight localities although the only 
coastal records involved two at Cress"Well and one at Hauxley on 26th. 

Turns tone 
A total of 641 was noted during the wader count. 240 "Were at Berwick Little Beach 
on 14th (JDL) and 143 at Tynerrouth on 15th (CB). 

Arctic Skua 
Tv.D were off Tynerrouth on 6th (AH) . 

Mediterranean Gull 
An adult was at Tynerrouth Haven on 1st (AH). 

Laughing Gull 
The Newcastle bird was last reported on 4th. 
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Little Gull 
An adult was at North Shields Fish Quay between 25th-27th (DMT) . 

Black-headed Gull 
4,500 roosted at Hallington on 5th and 1,700 at Derwent Reservoir on 6th (BNR). 

Comron Gull 
21,000 roosted at Hallington on 5th decreasing to 6,500 by 18th and 12,000 roosting 
at Derwent Reservoir on 6th decreased to 3,600 by 19th (BNR) . On 12th about 1,000 
Y.Bre off Annstead (MLC/AS). A large N. rroverrent occurred over Riding Mill on 16th 
(BNR). 800 were at PrestwiCk Carron 19th (AIB). 

Lesser Black-backed Gull 
Srrall numbers noted in about ten widespread localities during the rronth. 34 had 
returned to the regular moorland breeding site by 13th. 

Herring Gull 
140 roosted at Derwent Reservoir on 6th (BNR) . 

Iceland Gull 
A second-year was at North Shields Fish Quay on lOth and a first-year on 11th/13th 
(DMT). An adult flew S. at St . Mary's Island on 6th (AH) and probably the sarre 
bird was at Seaton Sluice on 9th (TMM) ; 

Glaucous Gull 
At least four individuals reported at North Shields/Tynerrouth during the rronth 
(DMI'/AH). An adult was at Wallsend Swallow Pond on 4th (IF) and probably the sarre 
bird at Holywell on 5th (KWY/JRT) . A first - year was at Seaton Burn on 19th (AJJ) 

and another at Holy Island on 6th (DPa). 

Kittiwake 
253 flew N. at Bondicarr on 3rd and steady N. passage noted at Hauxley on 4th/5th 
(M:/HRS) . 152 were on ledges at CUllernose Point on 26th (RKS) . Up to 92 were 
present at the North Shields warehouse colony. 

Sandwich Tern 
Srrall numbers were in rrany coastal localities throughout the rronth with 41 S.. at 
Holy Island on 27th the largest number noted. 

Cornron Tern 
One was at Cresswell on 23rd (ASJ ) . 

Auk (Sp) 
60 flew N. in 15 minutes at Hauxley on 19th (HRS). 

Black Guillerrot 
One was close inshore at Stag Rocks on 26th (MH). 

Stock Dove 
One-four noted at Harthope Valley, Bolam and Crarnlington . 

Woodpigeon 
1,000 were at Ordley on 7th (BNR) . 

Cuckoo 
The first was at Seaton Burn on 26th (AJJ) and another at Wallsend Swallow Pond on 
30th (IF). 
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Barn OWl 
Singles were at Dilston, Blyth, near· Alnwick and Goswick during the month. 

Little OWl 
Singles were noted at Backw::>rth and Kirkley (GPB/AHB) and a pair at Widdrington 
(JCD). 

Tawny OWl 
In the Kielder and Slaley study areas very few birds appear to be breeding this 
year following a bad winter, wet spring and a shortage of food (BL). Tw::> were at 
Earsdon on 26th (KWY) and road casualties found at Annstead and Mitford. 

Long-eared OWl 
Following last year's excellent breeding season no nests have been found in Kielder 
so far this spring (BL) . Singles were found dead at Hauxley on 5th and 7th (HRS). 

One was at Seaton Burn on 8th (AJJ), and another at Arcot on lOth (TMM). Between 
18th-27th singles were along the coast at Holy Island, Holywell Dene and Hadston 
(KDS/AH/MJS) . 

Short-eared OWl 
One-three were in eleven coastal or near coastal localities. Inland one-two were 
at seven widespread localities although none had been located in the Kielder Forest 
this rionth . 

Kingfisher 
One- two were at Jesmond Dene, Gosforth Park, Prestwick Carr, Mi tford and Cresswell . 

Hoopoe 
One was on Holy Island on 18th (MHp/KDS et al) . 

Green Woodpecker 
A large increase in the number of record cards this month as our breeding survey 
gets under way. Birds noted in about 24 widespread localities so far. Nick 
Rossiter, the survey organiser, has cornrrented that the . breeding season may be a 
little late this year, so keep trying. 

Great Spotted Woodpecker 
One-three seen in about 14 widespread localities including a number 'drumrrQng' and 
one nest-hole being excavated on 3rd. One was still at Hauxley on 19th (HRS). 

Lesser Spotted Woodpecker 
One was at Linnels on 5th ( BNR) . 

Skylark 
30 were at Hadston on 21st (NWR) . 

Sand Martin 
Three at Caistron on 19th (MR/P & PM) were the first arrivals. On 21st one was at 
Ovingharn (BNR) and tw::> at Seaton Burn (AJJ) where 37 were present on 26th (BG). 
Between 24th-30th one- ten were at seven other localities . 

Swallow 
One at Seaton Burn on 16th was the first and numbers increased there to 50 by 28th 
{AJJ) . One was at Holywell Pond on 18th/19th (GPB). Between 20th- 30th they were 
reported in many widespread localities with a more general influx on the 26th/27th . 
Numbers were still low however, 30 at Capheaton on 27th and 22 at Ovingharn on 30th 
(BG/BNR) being the largest gatherings. 



I 
I 

I 
! 

I 
I 

10 

House Martin 
The first arrivals Y.Bre singles at Seaton Burn and Wallsend Swallow Pond on 24th 
(AJJ/IF). One was at Arcot on 25th increasing to 19 by 30th (LJM). BetY.Ben 
26th-30th one-six were at eight other localities. 

Tree Pipit 
One near Bywell on 21st was the first arrival (MPF). Between 26th-30th one-four 
were at three inland localities. The only coastal records involved one at Hauxley 
on 26th (JRT/KWY ) and two at Holywell Pond on 27th (KR/PWD) . 

.Me!adow Pipit 
Passage noted during the rronth. 33 Y.Bre at Prestwick Carr on 4th (AlB) and 66 at 
Caistron on 5th (MR) . Steady N. rrovernent was noted at the Sirronsides on 13th and 
Prior 1 s Park and Prestwick Carr on 19th (BG/CB/AIB). 100 were on Holy Island on 
20th. A roost at Prestwick Carr held 170 on 6th, 80 on 8th declining to only 17 by 
20th . (MH) . One was song-flighting at Byker Metro station on 18th! (BL). 

Rock Pipit 
12 -were between Beadnell-Seahouses on 18th ( MLC/AS) and eight pairs counted between 
St. Mary 1 s Island-Seaton Sluice on 26th (JAT) . The Scandinavian race bird was 
still at St. Mary 1 s Island on 2nd ( IC ) . 

Water Pipit 
One was at Holy Island on 20th (CH/CB). 

Yellow Wagtail 
One at Backv.Drth ( JEF) and two in Allendale on 21st (per BNR) were the first 
arrivals. Three were at Cresswell on 23rd ( LJM) and between 26th-30th one-six were 
in 12 other localities . 

Blue- headed Wagtail 
A rrale was at Backv.Drth on 25th (CED) . 

Grey Wagtail 
Seven -were counted in Jesrrond Dene on 13th (AIB) . One-three were noted in six 
other localities. 

white Wagtail 
One was at Prior 1 s Park on 15th (AH/CB) and another at St. · Mary 1 s Island on 17th 
(IF) . Between 18th-29th one- three were at Tynerrouth, Briardene, Wallsend Swallow 
Pond, Backv.urth, Sea ton Burn, Holywell, Brenkley, St. Mary 1 s Island, Cresswell, 
Warkworth Lane and Holy Island. 

Waxwing 
One was at Whitley Bay on 20th ( IDM) . 

Dipper 
Six pairs -were on the Carey Burn on 4th (TAC) . Clutches of two and four in 
nest-boxes at Threestoneburn on 26th had disappeared by 5th May (At\18). A nest at 
W. Woodburn was washed out by flood water 10th- 12th but re-built by 28th (JH/M-Io ) . 
One- four noted at seven typical localities. 

Dunnock 
An influx on 18th brought 130 to Holy Island (KDS/M-lp) with at least 31 still 
present on 22nd. About 20 were at Hauxley on 19th (HRS) and smaller numbers at 
Barnburgh and Craster on 20th. 
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Robin 
50 were at Prior's Park on 15th and 60 on 16th/17th (M2/AH) . A large 'fall' on 
18th brought at least 530 (perhaps 700) to Holy Island (MHp/KDS ) and lOO at Hauxley 
(NWR). On 19th/20th 100 were at Beal, 50 at Holywell Dene, 30 at Bamburgh and 
'many' at Craster and Boulmer. Many of these birds showed the greyish character
istics of the continental race. Numbers on Holy Island dwindled to 58 by 22nd. 

Black Redstart 
Singles were at Blyth Cerretery and Newton on 11th (MHp/ASJ). One was at Prior's 
Park qn 15th where up to four individuals noted between 16th-20th (CB/AH). On 16th 
three were at Whitley Bay Cerretery and singles at St. Mary's Island and Blyth (JEF/ 
.Mlp) . On 18th at least 20 were on Holy Island where three were still present on 
27th (KDS/Mlp et all and between 17th-26th one-three were at Holywell Dene, 
Briardene, Hartley, Tynerrouth Beach, Cresswell, Hauxley and Boulmer. 

Redstart 
The first was a female at Hauxley on 12th (HRS) followed by single males at Prior's 
Park on 15th (AH) and Beacon Hill on 18th (ASJ) . Between 25th-29th one- three were 
in six inland and four coastal localities. 

Whinchat 
The first arrivals were three at Budle Bay and one at Holy Island on 20th (RKS/CB) . 
Singles were at Druridge, Cresswell and Cullernose on 26th and between 27th-30th 
one-six were at the Carey Burn, Seaton Burn and three coastal localities. 

Stonechat 
A pair was at I.Dw Newton on 5th (RKS) . 

Wheatear 
Small numbers were noted in many coastal localities during the month, particularly 
after the 15th . 28 on Holy Island on 18th was the ma.ximwn nwnber reported (KDS) . 
Inland many were back on high ground by mid-month (TAC et al). 

Ring Ousel 
TIM:J pairs displaying in the Harthope Valley on 4th were the first (TAC). Three 
were at Muggleswick Common on 12th (JSB) and by mid- month they had returned to many 
breeding sites with, for · example, six at Redesdale on 17th (BL) and a flock of ten 
at the Carey Burn on 26th (NTBC trip). Coastal passage was conspicuous from 17th 
"When two were at Hauxley and one· at Tynerrouth where· three were present the next 
day (HRS/CB). On 18th there were 26 on Holy Island (Mlp/KDS ) where numbers 
dwindled to five by 22nd. Between 19th-26th one- three were also seen at Tynerrouth, 
Holywell Dene, St. Mary' s Island, Hauxley, Craster and Beal. 

Blackbird 
150 · were at Prior's Park on 15th "Where numbers fluctuated from 30- 100 between 
l6th-22nd (CB). 300 were on Holy Island on 18th (KDS/Mlp). 

Fieldfare 
Pre-emigration flocks were conspicuous during the month with l, 500 near Old Park 
Wood on 2nd (MIC), 600 at Hallington on 5th (BNR), 400 at Nunnykirk/Netherwitton on 
12th (RW), 500 N. at Ponteland on 16th (EC) and 600 - 700 at Capheaton on 27th (BG). 
Parties of 20-200 were noted in 12 other localities up to 29th. On the coast 170 
were on Holy Island on 18th (MHp/KDS) . 

Song Thrush 
180 were on Holy Island on 18th (KDS) and 10- 20 at Holywell Dene on 19th (JRT/KWY). 
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Redwing , 
The largest gatherings ~re 120 at Juniper on 9th (BNR) and 200 (many in full song) 
held · up by cloud and mist at BillsiTOOr on 16th (MH). 15-30 were in three other 
inland localities. Small numbers ~re in three coastal localities after 15th with 
30 at Holy Island on 20th (CB). The last this rronth was one found dead at Earsdon 
on 28th (ADM) . 

Grasshopper Warbler 
The first was one 'reeling' at Prestwick Carr on 23rd followed by further singles 
near Ponteland on 28th and Seaton Burn on 29th/30th (EC/AJJ). 

Whitethroat 
One at Hadston on 21st was the first arrival (NWR) . 

Blackcap 
Singles ~re at Earsdon, Seaton Burn, Holywell Dene and Barnburgh between 26th-30th. 

Chiffchaff 
Five ~re on Holy Island on 18th (MHp/KDS) when two ~re at Hadston (TMM). Singles 
were at Holywell and Hauxley on 19th/20th (JRT/HRS ) and three-four at Barnburgh on 
27th (BRS ) . Inland one-three ~re at eight widespread localities after 21st. 

Willow Warbler 
Singles at Hadston and Seaton Burn on 20th (MJS/AIB ) ~re the first arrivals . One
eight were in seven localities between 21st- 25th and a rrore general influx 
occurred after 26th with birds in many areas by the end of the rronth. Coastal 
passage was light with a rraxirnurn of ten at Prior • s Park on 26th (PPRS) . 

Goldcrest 
Between 13th- 26th four-ten ~re in five coastal localities . 

Firecrest 
One was seen briefly on Holy Island on 19th (AJB). 

Pied Flycatcher 
Three males at Dipton on 24th ~re the first (DP) and two males ~re at Devil' s 
Water on 27th (WAK). 

Long-tailed Tit 
The nest at Mitford rrentioned last rronth was predated and an adult killed by 16th 
( ASJ) . One-tv.D noted at four other localities. 

Marsh Tit 
One-three were noted in seven widespread localities. 

Willow Tit 
One-four noted at Prestwick Carr, Seaton Burn and Bolam. 

Coal Tit 
Singles ~re at Prior's Park on 1st/2nd (AH) and Hauxley between 4th- 19th (HRS). 

Great Tit 
28 ~re at Gosforth Park on 30th (JAT). 

Nuthatch 
One-four ~re noted at 12 localities including a pair displaying at Jesrrond Dene on 
27th (AJB) and another pair at a nest-hole at Hareshaw Linn on 1st (JH/MHo). 

.J 
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Treecreeper 
One-six v.Bre in seven widespread localities . MJre unusual was one at Hauxley on 
26th (HRS). 

Great Grey Shrike 
One was on Holy Island on 17th, t'WO on 18th/19th with one remaining until 20th 
(Mlp/KDS et al). 

Jay 
Up to eight were at Gosforth Park on lst (MRS) and one- four at eight othe r 
localities. 

Magpie 
22 v.Bre at Seaton Burn on 23rd (JAT) and 16/17 at Arcot and Holywell Pond. 

Rook 
30 2 nests v.Bre counted at Kirkley Hall ( 320 in 1985) ( IK) . 40 occupied nests noted 
at Barnburgh Village on 20th (BRS). 

Hooded Crow 
One was at the Coquet Estuary on 21st (EMY). 

Raven 
A pair WBre present at Kielder during the first half of the rronth (BL). 

Starling 
Several thousands rroved N. at dusk at Ordley on 2nd where 700 flew N .E. on 19th 
(BNR). l, 000 rroved S. at Prestwick Carr on 4th probably going to the Newcastle 
city centre roost · (AIB). · A partially leucistic bird was at Hexharnshire on 9th 
(BNR). 

Chaff inch 
200 v.Bre at Old Park W::od on 3rd (MLC/AS) and 50-60 at Carnbo and Redesnnuth. 160 
were on Holy Island with other migrants on l8t."l (KDS/~Hp). 
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Brambling 
Inland flocks of 15-30 were noted at Eshott, Old Park Wood, Calder and Whittingham 
with · one-nine at five other localities. Along the coast small numbers were in 
several localities between 15th-27th with a rraximum of 25 on Holy Island on 19th 
( ES) and at Holywell Dene on 26th ( JAT) . Birds were still coming to t'M:) Ponteland 
gardens between lst-22nd (PWW/EC) . 

Greenfinch 
30 were at Rothley ILdge on 18th (MLC/AS) . 

Goldfinch 
18 were at Druridge on 5th (wrL/CRS) . 

Si skin 
Flocks of 60 at the Harthope Valley on 6th, and 30-40 at Harbottle on 27th/30th 
were the largest gatherings (TMM/BG). Up to 15 were present at Seaton Burn between 
2nd-18th (AJJ) . On the coast one was at Prior's Park on 16th (CB) and six at the 
Coquet Estuary on 18th (EMY). One-ten were visiting gardens and feeding stations 
at Forest Hall, Whitley Bay, Crarnlington, Morpeth, Ponteland, Throckley and Heddon 
up to 28th. 

Linnet 
200 were at Holywell Pond on 26th (JAT) and up to 60 at Blyth Cemetary. 

Twite 
Four were at Amble Braid/Wark'M:)rth dunes on 6th and 12th (MW/GPB) . 

M=aly Redpoll 
One was at Druridge on lOth (MJS). 

Crossbill 
Seven were at Threestoneburn on 19th (AMB). More unusual was a rrale at Hauxley on 
26th (HRS) . 

Bullfinch 
One-four noted in eight localities. One on Holy Island on 19th was an unusual 
reocrd ( AJB) • 

Hawfinch 
Four were in Jesrrond Dene all rronth (MPF) . Interesting records of migrants on the 
coast involved singles at Briardene on 18th/19th (NM/AJB), North Shields on 20th 
(WAK) and on Holy Island on 26th (JCD) . 

Iapland Bunting 
An adult rrale was singing at Druridge on 20th and 22nd (MHp/TMM/KDS). 

Yellowhamrer 
Flocks of 20-50 were noted at Holywell, Seaton Burn and Old Park Wood. 

Rustic Bunting 
A superb adult rrale presented itself to just two lucky observers at Holywell Dene 
on 19th (JRT/KWY). This will be the 5th record for the county, and the second on 
in spring. 

Reed Bunting 
One at Prior's Park on 16th (AH/M::) rray have been a migrant. 

., 
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Corn Bunting 
Eight roosted at Ellington on 2nd (KE) . 
Shankhouse, Cresswell and Boulrner. 

One-two 'Mere at St. Mary • s Island, 

Please send all May records , in Voous order, to Mike S. Hodgson, 45 Elrntree 
Gardens, Whitley Bay, Tyne and Wear NE25 8QX, by 8th June at the latest. 

C.M. 
J.M. 
D. 
R.H. 
c.s. 
M. 
A.M. 
A.H. 
K .I. 
M. 
M. 
A.J. 
J.S. 
A.I. 
c. 
G.P. 
TA & 
M. 
M. 
I. 
G. 
F. 
E. 
I.S. 
P.W. 
J.C . 
C.E. 
R. 
K. 
J.E .' 
I. 
M.P. 
B. 

Adarnson 
Alrrond 
Archer 
Arrnitage 
Armstrong 
Arrnstrong 
Bankier 
Banks 
Barratt 
Bell 
Birney (MBi) 
Booth 
Booth 
Bowman 
Bradshaw 
Bull 
ML Cadwallender 
Carr 
Carruthers 
Chad wick 
Christer 
Colley 
Crabtree 
Davidson 
Davidson 
Day 
Douglas 
Dunn 
Evans 
Fergusson 
Fisher 
Frankis 
Galloway 
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W.T. Logan 
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Indoor Meetings 1986/87 

The list of indoor meetings for the next winter session is as follows:-

1986 

September 11th 
October 9th 
Novernl:ler 13th 
December 11th 

Bob Spencer 
AGM, with mystery 
Colin Bradshaw 
Rob Fuller 

"Birds in Winter" 
speaker. 

"Siberia" 
"Birds and Woodland Managerrent" 
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1987 

January 8th 

Februru..---y 12L'1 
March 12th 
April 9th 

16 

Brian Little "Israel and Bird of Prey Passage in the 
Eastern Mediterranean" 

Paul Greenwocd "Size and Sex and Books on Birds" 
Sr:;eaker to be announced 
Member's Night 

Nick Rossiter 

Members Night April lOth 1986 

We v.Bre treated to four good talks. Ken Shaw ably opened the proceedings with a 
talk on birds of the Canaries which showed us much of the local colour. He was 
followed by Tim Melling giving an informative talk on Northumberland's butterflies 
which included a slide of each one currently found here . 

Peter West had the tactful job of explaining the rules of the photographic 
competition and the reasons for selecting the winner. Colin Bradshaw with his 
slide of a Grey Partridge in arrazing pose was the winner with the best of the 
others being by Roger Forster (Little Grebe), Stuart Hingston (Little Owl) and John 
Proudlock (Whitethroat) . Colin received a handsome handshake from Peter; VvB did 
intend to present a trophy but none had materialised by the tirre of the rreeting. 
The committee has decided to rectify this at the September meeting. 

Colin did not return to his seat. Instead he gave the third talk of the evening on 
birds of Caucusus entitled 'One Day in the Life of Ivan Denisovich', this title 
being clearly selected to ernbarass the chairman. The evening concluded with a talk 
with the seemingly mundane title of 'Garden Birds'. The speaker was Martin Eccles 
and it soon appeared that these garden birds were sorrewhat different from those of 
say Gosforth or Ponteland since Martin is at present living in Gambia. 

All speakers and Peter West are to be thanked for giving us interesting 
presentations that made for an enjoyable members night. 

Nick Rossiter 

Weather News 

The detailed v.Bather summary provided by the Newcastle Weather Centre will not in 
future be reproduced in the bulletin. This is an effort to keep the cost of 
postage down (even the v.Bight of glue on an envelope can send the postage into the 
next rate upwards). However the swmaries will still be available to rrernbers as 
they are lodged in our club library. Any member wishing to browse through the rrost 
depressing aspects of North East weather should contact our Librarian, Alan 
Johnston. 

Northumberland's Birds 

Many Members purchased all three volwres of this excellent v.Drk . The club has 
financed the production of a supplement to bring the publication up to date to the 
end of 1985 . Only 100 copies of this supplement have been printed and they are 
available now, to Club Mernbers only, price £2.00 plus postage from our Sales 
Officer, Muriel Cadwallender. 

: In the very near future we shall be offering a service to have all parts of the 
publication bound into one single volwre. 

• 



MJNmLY SUMMARY - MAY 1986 

The weather during the rronth produced temperatures only a little above average but the 
arrount of rainfall was above average for the tilre of year. Some hail sh~s were also 
reported. Winds were generally strong during the period and mainly fran the south west. 
On 27th Newcastle Weather Centre recorded a gust of 59 knots. 

Despite the rather unpromising weather the rronth was not uninteresting and a number of 
rare or scarce species appeared although there were no large 1 falls 1 along the coast. 

Three White Storks arrived at Beal on 7th and remained in the area until 8th although one 
was at nearby Spindlestone on 12th/ 13th. · Interesting duck records included the Ring
necked and Ferruginous Ducks rema.ining at Holywell Pond and tv;o Ruddy Ducks at Capheaton 
during the last week. Floodwater at Druridge Pool proved attractive to Garganey where a 
maxiirum of four was noted. Marsh Harriers were conspicuous with at least seven 
individuals seen and t"M:J Ospreys arrived, one at the long Nanny on 21st being totally 
exhausted. 

The best bird of the rronth ITU.lSt be a Black-winged Stilt, sadly in an injured state, at 
Brock Mill on 20th. This species has not been reported in the county for 32 years. Other 
waders included a Temninck 1 s Stint on 16th, Avocet between 27th- 29th and rrore sU.rprising ·a 
Pectoral Sandpiper on lOth, all at Cresswell Pond. Four Black Terns were noted. 

The lack of any large coastal influx of small migrants was disappointing but the last 
trickle of winter vi si tors were seen and sumrer vi si tors occupied their breeding areas. 
Particularly pleasing was an apparent increase in the numbers of returning Sand Martins. 
Lesser Whi tethroats were reported frcm many localities and bail Reed Warblers arrived on 
the coast. T'M:J Red-backed Shrikes appeared and a splendid rrale Golden Oriole was found at 
Prestwick Carr. The discovery of a singing rrale Firecrest poses the question of potential 
breeding in the county but it may have been an off-passage bird. 

Other interesting species reported included Hen Harriers, Buzzard, Little Ringed Plovers, 
Dotterel, M=di terranean Gull, Turtle Doves, Lesser Spotted Woodpecker and Black Redstart. 

k \) ~(, 

Founded in 1958. Membership is open to all with a beneficial interest in 
ornithology. It provides a monthly bulletin, indoor meetings, field outings, 
organises surveys and publishes Birds in Northumbria, the annual report for 

the area. 
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ClASSIFIED LIST 

Red-throated Diver/Diver (Sp) 
One-two were at Stag Rocks, Hauxley and Cresswell between 4th-14th and five in 
Druridge Bay on 31st (ES/WTL>. 

Black-throated Diver 
One flew N. at Dunstanburgh on 29th (DHH). 

Great Northern Diver 
One flew N. at Holy Island on 24th (NTBC trip). 

Little Grebe 
One-six were noted at 13 typical waters. 

Great Crested Grebe 
A rraxirnum of eight was at Seaton Burn on 4th where an injured bird was caught on 
14th, but eventually died (AJJ). Seven were at Arcot Pond on 16th (IJM) and 
one-five at Holywell, Wallsend Swallow Pond, Killingworth Lake, Brenkley, caistron, 
Derwent Reservoir, Catcleugh and Northumbrian I.Dughs. One was at the Coquet 
Estuary between 8th-28th (EMY), one off Cresswell on 5th (MA) and others on the sea 
and lake at Hadston on 3rd (MH) . 

Black- necked Grebe 
At least nine pairs present at the regular breeding site during the month. Singles 
were at Holywell Pond on 6th and 16th (JEF/JAW et al), Seaton Burn on 14th (AJJ) 
and Arcot Pond on 15th ( IJM) . All possibly the same bird . 

Ful.mar 
45 were at Howick on 4th (P&PM) when light passage noted at Hauxley (HRS) . One 
flew E. at Bardon Mill on lOth (IF/TB). 

Manx Shearwater 
One flew N. at Dunstanburgh on 29th and a total of 53 N. at Annstead Point on 30th 
(DHH/MB/BM) . 

Gannet 
50-60 were off Holy Island on 18th (JDL) where a steady S . rnovement occurred on 
25th (NrBC trip). 

Corrrorant 
39 were at Holy Island on 29th (IJM). One-four were noted inland at Grindon I.Dugh, 
Whittle Dene, Seaton Burn and Wallsend Swallow Pond. A bird showing the character
istics of the continental race was at Warkworth on 17th (KH/MA). 

Grey Heron 
At at site in the S. of the county four pairs had at least 11 young on 19th but two 
nests still contained eggs, perhaps indicating breeding problems early in the 
season due to bad weather ( IK/BG). One-eight also noted at about 16 other 
localities . 

White Stork 
On 7th three birds arrived across Holy Island causeway and landed at Beal Road Ends 
(BB/MHp) . They remained for about 30 minutes before rnoving off, being re
discovered later near Elwick Fann. On the morning of 8th the same three appeared 
to take off from the Bradford/Spindlestone area and rise high on thermals over 
Budle Bay before moving S.E. over Bamburgh Golf Course and Castle (JCD) . One was 
present near Spindlestone on 12th/13th and from the brief description given ma.y 
have been one of the original three (ES/MBS et al). A farmer also reported one on 
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a ploughed field at Mitford on 11th/12th (per NJW) and there were also unconfirmed 
reports of further singles at Thrunton and near Stannington. Any further 
information would be appreciated by the Recorder. 

Mute swan 
Breeding records included two pairs at Caistron (MR) 1 one pair at Capheaton (RW) 1 

seven cygnets at Lilburn Pond (ETN/JRN) and five at Seaton Burn (AJJ) on 28th/31st. 
107 were at Berwick on 6th (JDL) and 23 at Blyth Estuary on 3rd (LJM). 

Whooperswan 
Three were still at Prestwick Carron 1st (AIB). Singles were also at Langley Dam 
on lOth (TAC/BNR) 1 Druridge on 13th and Grindon Lough on 25th (MJS). 

Pink-footed Goose 
One was at the Long Nanny on 11th (RD). 

Grey I.ag Goose 
21 were at Caistron on 4th where a brood of six was present by 31st (MR). Up to 15 
were at Holywell Pond and several surrounding localities during the ITOnth. Four 
were at the Long Nanny on 16th (RD) . 

Snow Goose 
Three flew S.E. over Ladycross on 2nd (CJ) 1 no doubt escapees 

Canada Goose 
SUccessful breeding noted at Brenkley where four goslings present at 
month and a brood of six goslings at Capheaton on 31st (MRS et al). 
noted at Holywell 1 Arcot Pond 1 Sea ton Burn and Northwnbrian IDughs. 

Barnacle Goose 

the end of the 
One-four also 

Two were at Druridge Pool on 16th (MJS) and one at Whittle Dene on 30th (AGH). 

Brent Goose 
Five were in the Cresswell area on 5th (JRT). Three were at Holy Island causeway 
on 11th (DPa). One was at St. Mary's Island on 26th with possibly the same bird at 
Backworth on 30th ( IDM/GCP) . Single dark-bellied birds were at Boulrrer on 23rd 
( n() 1 Hauxley on 29th ( HRS ) and Fenham on 30th ( BRS) . 

Shelduck 
70 were at Budle Bay on 11th and 53 on 30th (BRS). 38 were at Cresswell Pond on 
24th (ES/DRS) and up to 14 on the Coquet Estuary (EMY). A brood of seven was at 
Hauxley Pool on 29th (CED) . A pair were inland at Caistron during the ITOnth with 
four present on lOth (MR). 

Wigeon 
11 at Druridge Pool on 3rd (ES/WTL) was the largest count. One~four noted at five 
other localities during the ITOnth. 

Gadwall 
Up to three were at Cresswell Pond during the ITOnth and one-two at nearby Druridge 
Pool 1 Hadston Lake and Warkworth Lane Pond. Singles were also at Caistron on 
3rd/ 4th (KDS/P&PM) and Grindon IDugh on 19th ( MJS) . 

Teal 
16 were at Grindon IDugh on 3rd (JMM). Five pairs were noted on a 2 ~~.stretch of 
breeding river at Coquetdale on 3rd where four pairs found at laJceside sites on 
13th (DO . 
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.Mallard 
Breeding successes included eight broods at Caistron by 31st (MR), three broods at 
Seaton Burn (31 young) and Holywell Pond (19 young) (AJJ/ISD) and others at 
Backworth, Wallsend Swallow Pond, Gosforth Park, Weetslade, Bolam, and in Newcastle 
at Exhibition Park and the Civic Centre (TB) ! 

Garganey 
All birds reported were drakes . 
were present at Druridge Pool 
( JAW/'IMI.\1 et al) • Another was at 

Shovele·r 

The first was on Holy Island on 3rd (GWD). Birds 
between 8th-28th with a maximum of four on 27th 
Hol ywell Pond on 29th (IF /AJB) . 

Continuing to be well- reported with a maxi..'TlU.ffi of seven at Grindon on 5th ( JMM) and 
one-five at 17 other widespread localities . 

Pochard 
19 at Holywell Pond on 31st was the largest gathering (ISO) . 

Ring-necked Due~ 
The drake at Holywell Pond remained until at least 24th. 

Ferruginous Duck 
The drake at Holywell Pond remained until at least 24th. 

Tufted Duck 
The largest gatherings were up to 40 at Caistron (MR), 34 at Wallsend Swallow Pond 
on 21st and 30 at Holywell and Druridge (IF/ISD). 

Sea up 
'1\o.D ducks were at Hadston Lake on 3rd-5th (EI'N/MA) where a pair present on 29th 
(CED) . A pair were also on Druridge Pool on 7th (JAW). 

Eider 
300-400 were off Bamburgh on 28th (MPF). First young reported at the Ccquet 
Estuary on 27th (EMY) and Fenham Mill on 30th (BRS). 

Long-tailed Duck 
Four were off Chevington on 3rd ( MH) . Nine were at Stag Rocks on 2nd where one 
still present on lOth (DY/SY et all. 

Corrrron Seater 
200 were at Stag Rocks/Ross on 5th ( MA./KH), 60 flew N. at Holy Island on 24th and 
800 were off Hadston on 28th (Avffi/JCD). 
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Goldeneye 
One-two were seen at eight widespread localities between 1st-30th. 

Red-breasted Merganser 
A maximum of 23 was at Fenham Flats on 30th (BRS) and 16 in Druridge Bay on 31st 
(ES/MBS). Six flew N. at Hauxley on 4th (HRS). A drake was present at one inland 
locality all month. 

Goosander 
Four pairs were at Bywell on 8th M'len another pair was on the River Pont near 
Ponteland (BNR/EX::). Eight ducks flew downstream at Corbridge on lOth (TAC/CJ). 
Smaller numbers noted in five typical localities. 

Ruddy Duck 
~ drakes were at Capheaton on 23rd and 25th (JS) and one still present on 31st 
(JRT/KWY) • 

.Marsh Harrier 
Probably seven individuals noted during the month. The first was well inland over 
the Blanchland Moors on 1st (CJ). Further singles were at Holy Island on 6th (GCP) 
and at NeWton Pool on 11th-18th with perhaps the same bird at the Long Nanny on 
21st (PCL/I..C et al). ~ were at Druridge Pool on 12th (MJS) and on 13th singles 
at Holywell Pond (MHp/SC) and near Belford (TMM), the latter bird was seen flying 
over a White Stork ! 

Hen Harrier 
Single 'ringtails' were at Holy Island on 6th <TMM/MHp) and Druridge on 21st (ES) . 
Another flew in off the sea at St . .Mary' s Island on 7th (KDS) . 

Sparrovmawk 
One-two noted in about 18 widespread localities . 

Buzzard 
One was at Netherwitton on 6th (JMA) . A buzzard (sp) was at S. Alnrnouth on 24th 
and moved off S.E. (ETN/JRN). 

Osprey 
Singles were high over Hadston Lake on 12th (MJS) and at the Long Nanny on 21st 
(I..C). 

Merlin 
~were at Hauxley on 2nd (HRS) and one at Beal on lOth (CJ/BNR). 

Black Grouse 
~ pairs were at Threestoneburn (k~) and one-three at HarHood and the Otterburn 
Ranges ( ADM/MH) . 

Red-legged Partridge 
Pairs and single birds noted at Laverock Hall Farm, Seaton Delaval, Hepple, 
Rothbury, Warenford and Waren Mill during the month. 

Pheasant 
A rrelanistic male was at West Deanraw on 6th (TB). 

Water Rail 
One was trapped at Hauxley on 2nd (HRS) . 

Coot 
84 were at Seaton Burn on 24th where the first young were seen on 28th, at least 
thee weeks later than usual (AJJ} . 50 were at Wallsend Swallow Pond on 16th (IF) . 
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Oystercatcher 
22 pairs were in territory along a two Km. stretch of river in Upper Coquetdale on 
3rd and three pairs were displaying at Linnshiels Lake, a new area, on 13th ( IK) . 
On the coast 70 were at Bamburgh on 28th (MPF) and 60-65 noted at Hauxley and St. 
Mary '·s Island ( HRS/IC) . 

Black-winged Stilt 
An apparently injured bird was found at Brock Mill, near Beal on 20th (RW). This 
will be only the second record for the county the last being as long ago as 4th 
September, 1954 at Wallsend Swallow Pond. 

Avocet 
One was at Cresswell Pond between 27th-29th (MHp/'IMM et al). On the evening of 
29th it moved to Hauxley Pool (fiRS) but was not reported again. 

Little Ringed Plover 
Singles were at Cresswell Pond on 7th and llth (ADr.-t::/RD), Chevington Burn on 17th 
(KDS/TMM) and Seaton Burn on 26th (per AJJ). Between 22nd-28th one- two were 
present at Havannah Pond (AHB). 

Ringed Plover 
Strong passage noted during the month particularly after 8th and at Holy Island 
where up to 600 counted near the causeway (RKS/IK et al). A maximum of 300 were at 
Budle Bay on 26th (AJB/ADM) and lOO at Coquet Estuary on 25th (EMY). 30- 50 were 
also at Boulrrer and Annstead. Two nests with eggs noted at Holy Island by 6th 
(GCP) . 

Dotterel 
Two were on Holy Island on 5th (MJS) and three on lOth (PCL) . 

Golden Plover 
26 were at St . Mary's Island on 3rd (IDM) and 40 at Druridge on 5th (JRT), 17 
'northern' birds were at Hexhamshire on 25th (CJ). 

Grey Plover 
A rraxirnum of 72 was at Black Low on lOth (DPa). 
Cresswell, Coquet Estuary, and Budle Bay. 

Knot 

One- four were also noted at 

40 were on the Coquet Estuary on 5th with only ten by 18th (&~). 

Sander ling 
4-10 were at Holy Island and Hauxley between 18th- 24th (JDL/HRS). 180 were at 
Bamburgh on 28th (MPF). 

Little Stint 
Singles were at Holy Island causeway on 4th (KWR/NJW), Cresswell Pond on 7th (JAW) 
and Goswick Sands on lOth ( JEF) • 

TemnUnck's Stint 
One was at Cresswell Pond on 16th (MHp/TMM) . 

Pectoral Sandpiper 
One, with an injured right leg, was at Cresswell Pond on lOth (TAC/CJ/BNR) . This 
will be the second spring record for the county . 

Purple Sandpiper 
32 were at Seaton Sluice on lOth (AJB). 20 - 30 were at Bamburgh on lOth with 15 
still present on 28th (IF/MPF) . 
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Dunlin 
600 were at Holy Island causeway on 15th/18th (DPa/JDL), 150 at Budle Bay on 18th 
(BRS), lOO at Coquet Estuary between 13th-15th (EMY) and 150 flew S. at Stag Rocks 
on 27th (BNR). One was in breeding territory in the s. of the county on lOth. 

Ruff 
Flcx:xi water at Druridge Pool attracted birds throughout the rronth with at least 
seven individuals involved. Several males were in breeding plumage and display was 
noted on 18th and 29th. Singles were also at St. Mary' s Island on 6th, Hauxley on 
lOth and Cresswell on 18th/19th (MPF/ACR/IF). 

Snipe 
'Drumming' birds were noted at eight widespread localities. 

Vb:xlcock 
One-two were noted in six suitable breeding localities. One was found as a 'kill' 
at Dipton on lst (DP). A migrant was on Holy Island on 7th (MHp). 

Black-tailed Godwit 
At Druridge Pool there were four on 8th, two on 14th and six on 16th (JAW/MJS) with 
presumably the same six at Cresswell Pond on the latter date where one-two present 
on lst and 21st-24th (TMM/FS). One- two were at Fenharn Flats on several dates and 
singles at Hauxley on 4th (KDS) and Holywell Pond on 31st (ISD). 

Bar- tailed Godwit 
A maximum of 460 was at Holy Island on 18th(JDL) . Two- nine were also at Budle Bay, 
Coquet Estuary, Hauxley and Cresswell . 

Whirnbrel 
One-five were in six coastal localities on several dates. Inland singles were 
noted at Alwinton on 7th, Cupola Bridge and Hallington on lOth and near Slaley on 
26th ( IK/P&PM/BNR) . 

CUrlew 
44 were at Black Low on 24th (JDL). 

Redshank 
Birds noted on several lowland and ITOOrland breeding territories including five 
pairs in 2 Km of Upper Coquetdale on 3rd and young hatched at Arcot Pond by 25th 
(IK/ADMc) 

Green shank 
Three were at Holy Island causeway on 4th (NJW). Singles were at Brenkley on 2nd, 
Budle Bay on 12th and 16th with t"WO on 21st (MRS/KDS/MHp). Two were at Druridge 
Pool on 29th (CED). 

Wood Sandpiper 
One was at Cresswell Pond on 18th (ADMc). 

Common Sandpiper 
Pairs and single birds noted in about 13 widespread inland localities and small 
numbers at nine coastal areas during the rronth. 

Turns tone 
185 were at Berwick Little Beach on 9th (JDL), 46 at St. Mary's Island on 5th (IC) 
when 32 were at Hauxley ( JRT) . An unusual record was one, well inland, at 
Holystone on 3rd (IK). 
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Arctic Skua 
One flew N. at Annstead Point on 30th (MB/CHH) 

Mediterranean Gull 
An adult was still at Craster on 4th (RKS) . 

Little Gull 
One-three were noted at Cresswell Pond, Hadston Lake, Hauxley and Newton Pool on 
several dates during the month (MJS/JEF et al). Others were at Holy Island/Seal on 
4th and 20th/21st and Annstead on 14th (KDS/AIB). All were irnrratures although an 
adult was at North Shields Fish Quay on 3rd-5th (DMr/TB). 

Black-headed Gull 
250 roosted at Derwent Reservoir on 3rd. Colony counts included 900 pairs at 
Caistron, 600 at Holy Island Lough, 220 at Newton Pool, 1,300 at Holburn Moss and 
up to 2,300 birds at two colonies on moorland in S.W. of the county . 

. - ~ ... : .. ~ . . . . : ·. .· ........ ... _ .. 
... . . .. . 

Corrm:m Gull 
500 were at Hallington on 3rd when 310 roosted at Derwent Reservoir declining to 34 
by 26th ( BNR) . Three pairs returned to a breeding site used last year and a 
partial clutch had been laid by the end of the month. 

Lesser Black- backed Gull 
52 at caistron on 24th increased to 500 by 31st. A Scandinavian race bird was 
present there on 24th (MR}. 

Herring Gull 
13 nests noted at Holburn Moss on 27th (BNR). 

Glaucous Gull 
Three (Adult, second summer and first summer) were seen in the Tyne Estuary/North 
Shields area during the month . A second summer was at Holy Island on 4th (MHp/KDS ) 
when a first surrmer at Hadston Lake (MJS) . An adult was at Cresswell on 5th ('I'MM) , 

perhaps the same bird at Hauxley on 31st where a second summer was present on 29th 
(TMM/HRS). 

Great Black- backed Gull 
26- 50 noted at three coastal localities . 
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Kittiwake 
over 1,000 present at Dunstanburgh on 4th (P&PM). Other counts included 61 nests 
at North Shields Warehouse, and 15 and three nests at two other riverside colonies 
(DMI') • AOOut 50 were on ledges near Seahouses on 25th ( MLC/AS) . Light N. passage 
noted at Holy Island on 24th. An adult was inland at Seaton Burn on 3rd (AJJ). 

Sandwich Tern 
100 were at Cresswell on 6th (GCP) and 500 at Beadnell beach on 11th (RD). Srraller 
numbers noted in other coastal localities. 

Roseate Tern 
One at Holy Island on lOth (DPa) was the first. Two were at Longhoughton Steel on 
23rd (IK/PWW) and three on the Farnes on 25th (FS/MBS). 

'Cornni c ' Tern 
A maximum of 60 was at Hauxley on 24th (HRS) . 

Cornrron Tern 
Small numbers were in five coastal localities. Two flew upstream at Howdon on 22nd 
(JP), one was at Holywell Pond on 25th (CS) and two at Wallsend Swallow Pond on 
28th and 30th (IF) . 

Arctic Tern 
The first records came from inland localities on 4th when two were at Seaton Burn 
(AIB/GB) and one at Caistron where three, including one in winter plumage, arrived 
on 27th (MR) . One flew N. at Tynemouth on lOth (AH), ten were at Beadnell on 11th 
(RD) and two at Annstead on 15th . 

Little Tern 
Four at Holy Island on 4th were the first arrivals (KDS/MHp). They were reported 
regularly in several coastal areas after 6th particularly in Budle Bay where a 
maximum of 37 were present on 11th (KDS). Singles were at Hauxley Pool on lOth 
( HRS ) and Hadston Lake on 18th and 22nd ( MJS ) . 

· Black Tern 
Singles were at Arcot Pond on 3rd (LJM), Seaton Burn on 20th (AJJ), Hauxley Pool on 
24th and Wallsend Swallow Pond on 28th (BW). 

Auk (Sp) 
Steady N. passage noted at Hauxley on 4th (HRS) . 

Stock Dove 
One- two noted in six widespread localities. 

Turtle Dove 
One was well inland at Harwood on 3rd (ES/I:RS) . Two 
(DPa) when one was at Hauxley and Hadston (HRS/KDS) . 
Weetslade on 21st (TAC), Prior's Park on 20th/24th (CB) 

CUckoo 

were at Seaton Burn on 18th 
Further singles were near 

and Newton on 31st (ES) . 

One- two were in about 22 widespread inland localities during the month but very few 
seen in coastal areas. 

Barn OWl 
One was at Craster on 11th (JMA) . 

Little OWl 
A pair noted ne.sting near Medburn during the month (EC) . One-two also seen at 
Druridge, Glororum, Backworth, Stamfordham and Once Brewed. 
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Tawny Owl 
Only five nest-boxes, out of 40 available, occupied in Hexhamshire (CJ ) . Nests 
noted at Hartburn and Bothal (TAC) and one-tv.D birds seen or heard at 13 other 

localities. 

I.ong-eared Owl 
At least one was at Wallsend Swallow Pond on 5th 
well-inland at Harwood and Threestoneburn (MH/AMB). 
migrants were at Annstead on 25th (GB) and Warkworth 
(CED/BRS). 

Short-eared Owl 

(IF) . Singles were also 
Other singles, presumably 
Lane and Barnburgh on 29th 

In coastal or near coastal areas singles were at seven localities up to 14th and 
others at Sea ton Burn on 26th and Beal on 20th. Further inland a nest with tv.D 
young and four eggs found on 25th and one-two noted in five other localities. 

SWift 
The first were singles at Craster, Warkworth and Hexham on 2nd (SY/JMA/BNR). One
four were in five widespread localities on 3rd and from 5th onwards reports became 
rrore frequent. By the end of the rronth they had arrived in many localities with 
the largest gatherings being 50 at Seaton Burn on 14th, 120 at Wallsend Swallow 
Pond on 18th and 100 at Holywell Pond on 27th (AJJ/IF/JRT). 

Kingfisher 
Singles were at Mitford on 8th (ADMc) and Corbridge on 30th (MR). 

Green Woodpecker 
Continuing to be well- reported with singles and up to three pairs reported in about 
16 widespread localities this rronth. 

Great Spotted "Woodpecker 
One-two seen or heard in about 18 widespread localities. One collected fat from a 
bird-table at Warton on 3rd (P&PM) and a pair were collecting food near Medburn on 
28th (EC). 

Lesser Spotted Woodpecker 
One was calling at Slaley on 24th (BNR). 

Sand Martin 
A welcome increase in numbers this spring. A colony at Corbridge which had 
declined to under 30 pairs during 1984/85 had increased to 200 pairs by 26th (MR). 
Much sroaller colonies of six- twelve were re-occupied at Bellingham, Ponteland and 
Lucker during the month (HWR/EC/MSH). Eight nest holes were found at Seahouses on 
25th (MLC). 30 at Seaton Burn on 5th was the largest gathering elsewhere (AJJ). 

Swallow 
Srrall numbers and light passage noted in several localities during the rronth. 150 
were at Seaton Burn on 20th (AJJ) when 105 flew N. at Holy Island (RN). Three 
nests located at Horton by 31st where only one was found during 1985 (LJM). 

House Martin 
Several colonies were re-occupied and nest-building corrurenced during the rronth. 
The largest gatherings were 40 at Seaton Burn on 3rd and 80 at Holywell Pond on 
27th (AJJ/JRT). 30 flew N. at Holy Island on 20th (RN). 

Tree Pipit 
Birds were noted in about 18 widespread breeding areas during the rronth. The only 
indication of coastal passage was one-two at Bamburgh on 3rd/4th (BRS). 
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M3adow Pipit 
Al:out 15 pairs noted in the Hauxley area on 24th (HRS) . 

Yellow Wagtail 
Noted in about 26 widespread localities including some rroorland breeding areas 
during the month. The largest gatherings were 20 at Cresswell Pond on 5th (MA/KH) 
and 15 at Backworth on 7th (AH). 

Blue-headed Wagtail 
Single :rrales were at Backworth on 1st/2nd and 21st (GPB/JP), Cresswell between 
20th-30th ('IM1/NWRl, Chevington Bum on 20th, and Holy Island on 21st (MHp/BB). 

Grey Wagtail 
Confirmed breeding noted at River Allen (four pairs), Barrowburn, near Medburn and 
near Ponteland (JP/EX:), and I.angleeford (ES). Pairs and singles were in several 
other suitable areas. 

Pied Wagtail 
50 roosted in young conifirs at Slaley on 2nd declining to 20 (plus one White) by 
16th (CJ). A pair laid five eggs in a Dipper nest-box at Lilburn Bum by lOth 
(AMB). 

White Wagtail 
Between 1st- 28th one- two were at Hauxley, Backworth, Holy Island, Cresswell, 
Seahouses, N. Blyth, St . Mary's Island and Prestwick Carr . One was well inland at 
the Otter burn Ranges on lOth ( MH) . 

Dipper 
The two pairs, both 'washed- out', at Threestoneburn had relaid clutches of five 
eggs each by 23rd (AMB) . 

Black Redstart 
One was at St. Mary' s Island on 15th ( LJM). 

Resdtart 
S:rrall numbers were in about 14 typical breeding areas during the rronth. Along the 
coast six were on Holy Island on 4th (NJW) and one- b'.D at Prior's Park, Hauxley, 
Alnrrouth , Ernbleton , Barnburgh and Fenharn between 2nd-11th . 

Whinchat 
Both coastal and inland breeding localities occupied during the ronth with birds 
noted in about 16 widespread areas. Five pairs were counted along a one mile 
stretch of the River Pont after 8th (EC) . Coastal passage indicated by 15 on Holy 
Island and nine at Barnburgh on 4th (NJW/BRS). 

Stonechat 
A pair reared four young at the Long Nanny ( IC) . Singles also seen at S. Alnrrouth, 
Ernbleton, Warkworth and Hauxley. 

Wheatear 
60 were on Holy Island on 4th (NJW/TB ) when 23 were at Barnburgh (BRS ). Smaller 
numbers seen in several other coastal localities during the rronth. Perhaps more 
unusual was one in Exhibition Park, Newcastle on 7th (TB) . Single 'Greenland' 
birds were at Seahouses on 14th (AIB) and Holy Island on 24th '(NTBC trip ) . 

Ring Ousel 
Coastal migrants were at Holy Island on 6th ( MHp/BB) and Prior's Park on lOth ( AH) . 
Noted as more nw<erous than usual in the S. Cheviots (IK/BG) . 
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Fieldfare 
38 were at Seaton Burn on 3rd (AJJ) and 65 at Holy Island on 7th (MHp). Between 
3rd-6th srraller numbers were at four other localities and the last was one at 
Whi'tley Bay Cemetery on 20th (AH/IF). 

Redwing 
The last were five on Holy Island on 7th where one was seen on 21st (MHp) and one 
at Prior's Park on 16th (AH). 

Grasshopper Warbler 
Four-five were 'reeling' at Hadston on 3rd (MJS) and up to three heard at Seaton 
Burn and Ponteland/Medburn ( AJJ /EX:) during the rronth. One-t'M:J were seen or heard 
in eleven other widespread localities including one at 800 feet a.s.l on rroorland 
in Coquetdale on 7th ( lK) . 

Sedge Warbler 
The first were singles at Seaton Burn (DY/SY) and Hauxley on 2nd (HRS). On 4th six 
were at Barnburgh and one-three at Caistron, Hauxley and Seaton Burn. Birds became 
rrore widespread after 7th with reports in many localities. Al:x:lut ,20 were singing 
at Newton Pool on 16th (MLC), 18 at Bamburgh on 18th (BRS) and 17 at Caistron by 
31st (MR). 

Reed Warbler 
One was at Prior's Park on 20th and another trapped at Hauxley on 24th (AH/HRS). 

Lesser Whitethroat 
The first arrivals VJere 12 at Hauxley on 2nd (HRS) when singles VJere also at 
Backworth and Newton Pool (MH/DY). Between 3rd- 7th one- six were at Holy Island, 
Bamburgh, Hauxley, Hadston, Holywell, Brier Dene, North Shields and Sea ton Burn . 
Srraller numbers were in several localities during the rronth including some in full 
song. 

Whitethroat 
From 2nd onwards srrall numbers VJere noted in 23 widespread localities although 
coastal passage was light. Six were singing near Medburn, after lOth, where 
numbers appear to be increasing again (EC) and rrore than usual in the Lucker/ 
Belford/Barnburgh areas late in the rronth (BRS). 

Garden Warbler 
The first arrival was one at Craster on 4th (RKS) . On 5th singles were at North 
Shields ('IB) and inland at the Northumbrian Loughs (JMM) . One was in Leazes Park 
on 9th and after 14th srrall numbers VJere noted in 11 inland localities. T'i'.D VJere 
at Barnburgh on 18th and 30th (BRS). 
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Blackcap 
Coastal passage was light with only one-four at four localities. Inland birds were 
seen or heard in 15 widespread areas. 

W:x:xl Warbler 
The first were two at Staward Peel and singles at Harwood and Allen Banks on 3rd 
(RKS/ES/KIB). One was in Jesrrond Dene from 4th-22nd. After 8th reports became 
rrore widespread with birds recorded in 19 localities. One on Holy Island on 4t.'1 
(NJW) was the only coastal record. 

Chiffchaff 
One-two were noted in six coastal localities during the rronth. Only small numbers 
were reported from inland breeding areas. 

Willow Warbler 
Light coastal passage reported throughout the rronth with a rraximurn of 22 at 
Barnburgh on 4th (BRS), Holy Island on 17th (MHp) and in Holywell Dene on 3rd (AJB). 

Firecrest 
A male was singing in an inland locality on 26th. 

Spotted Flycatcher 
The first was one at Meldon Park on 4th (AJH). No rrore were reported until lOth 
when three were at Slaggyford (ES) and one at Seaton Bum (IF) . Numbers built up 
slowly from 13th with birds reported in many widespread areas by the end of the 
rronth . Coastal passage was light . 

Pied Flycatcher 
Breeding areas were occupied during the rmnth with birds noted in 12 localities . 
Eight nests with eggs noted at Nunnykirk by 30th (RW) and five pairs in nest-boxes · 
at Haltwhistle on 31st (JMM). One at Hauxley on 2nd (HRS) and another on Holy 
Island on 4th (TB) were the only coastal records. 

Long- tailed Tit 
Pairs and single birds noted in six widespread localities ; 

Marsh Tit 
Pairs and single birds were at Briarwood Banks, Bolam, Allenbanks, Featherstone and 
Harthope Valley. 

Willow Tit 
One was near Stocksfield on 17th (KIB). 

Blue Tit 
Several reports of a late breeding season, perhaps two-three weeks later than 
usual. 

Great Tit 
As with Blue Tit, a late breeding season indicated in several areas. 

Nuthatch 
Noted at Wallington, Bolam, 
Matfen, Wylam, Close House, 
nest-hole at the latter site. 

Treecreeper 

Briarwood Banks, Riding Mill, Slaley, Nunnykirk, 
Whittingham and Allen Banks, with one visiting a 

One-two noted at seven widespread localities . 
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.. Golden Oriole 
An adult rrale was at Prestwick Carr on 29th/30th (AIB/ADM) . 

Red-backed Shrike 
Single rrales were at Holy Island on 6th (MHp) and near the public incinerator at 
Percy Main on 16th (AH/GH). 

Jay 
One-four noted at nine widespread localities. 

Rook 
In central Newcastle there were 26 occupied nests at St. Thomas 1 s Church and 11 
nests at St. Andrew 1 s Church (DA). 

Tree Sparrow 
12 were at Backworth on 12th (AJ). 

Chaff inch 
Counts of singing rrales included 15 at Thrunton on 2nd (JRT/KWY) and 21 at 
Spindlestone on 28th (BRS). 

Brambling 
The last was one at Holy Island on 7th (BB/MHp) . 

Si skin 
20 were near Wooler on 9th and 12 at the Otterburn Ranges on lOth ( MH) with one
seven at another nine inland localities . Coastal migrants included seven flying W. 
at Bamburgh on 3rd (BRS) when two at Holywell Dene (AJB) , one at N. Sunderland on 
15th (AIB) and three at Hauxley on 29th (HRS) . 'I\-xJ visited a nut feeder at 
Ponteland between 1st- 14th (EC) and one at Boulmer on 3rd (P&PM) . 

Linnet 
Flocks of 40-60 noted at Hauxley and Berwick Hill up to 15th (HRS/EC) 

Twite 
One was on Holy Island on 4th (KDS) . 

Redpoll 
40 were at Beltingham on 15th (TB) with srraller nUIT!b2rs in five other breeding 
areas. 

Crossbill 
Up to 20 were noted at Harwood (ES/MW) and two-nine at Langleeford, Thrunton, 
Debdon, and Wallington. 

Bullfinch 
Pairs and singles noted at five widespread localities. 

Hawfinch 
Up to five were noted in Jesrrond Dene where a nest was built but later deserted 
(AJB et al). One-two were also seen at Hepscott, Melkridge and Wallington (JKJ/AIB 
et al). 

Corn Bunting 
Up to six were at Cresswell/Druridge (LJM et al) and singles at Annstead, Long 
Nanny, Alrurou th, Bothal, La verock Hall and St. Mary 1 s Island. 

Please send all June records, in Voous order, to Mike S. Hogdson, 45 Elrntree 
Gardens, Whitley Bay, Tyne and Wear NE25 8QX - by 8th July at the latest. 
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J .M. Alrrond 
D. Archer 
M. Annstrong 
A.M. Bankier 
A.H. Banks 
K.I. Barratt 
M. Bell 
A.J. Booth 
J.S. Booth 
AI & G Bowman 
C. Bradshaw 
T. Brereton 
G.P. Bull 
B. Bullough 
ML & TW Cadwallender 
L. carpenter 
I. Chadwick 
s. Chinnery 
W. Crabtree 
I.S. Davidson 
J.C. Day 
G.W. Dodds 
C. E. Doug1as 
R. Dunn 
J.E. Fergusson 
I. Fisher 
M.P. Frankis 
B. Galloway 
L. Hall 
M. Henry 
M. Hepple (MHp) 
A.G. Hetherington 
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LIST OF CDNTRIBU'IDRS 

A.J. Hewitt 
M.S. Hodgson 
D.H. Howey 
A. Hutt 
K. Huxley 
J.R. Irving 
J.K. Jackson 
A. Janes 
C. Jewitt 
A.J. Johnston 
W.A. Kelly 
I. Kerr 
w. T. logan 
J.D. Lough 
P.C. Lowry 
J.M • .Macfarlane 
L. J. McDougall 
P & P Mc&.Bn 
A. D. M:::: Levy ( ADM::::) 
B. M2crow 
T.M. Melling 
N. M:>ores 
I . D. Moor house 
A. D. M:>uld 
R. Norrran 
EI' & JR Norris 
D. Patterson (DPa) 
J. Pattinson 
D. Pickard 
G.C. Pollinger 
M. Potts 
K.W. Regan 

H. W. Richardson 
M. Richardson 
N.W. Richardson 
L. Robson 
B.N. Rossiter 
G.S. Rushbrooke 
D.R. Shannon 
M.J. ·Sharp 
K.D. Shaw 
M.B. Shaw 
E. Slack 
C. Smith 
M.R. Smith 
Mf & J Snaith 
R.K. Stephenson 
A. Stimpson 
J. Sweeney 
J.R. Todd 
D.M. Turner 
R. Walton 
N . J. Wa trrough 
M.G. Watson 
P.W. West 
B. Widdows 
M. Winter 
J.A. Wright 
K.W. York 
E.M. Young 
D & S Younger 
Bamburgh Ringing Station 
Hauxley Ringing Station 

Situations Vacant at the Northumberland Wildlife Trust 
The N. W. T. are starting a one year Camnuni ty Progra.mrre Project at their Hauxley 
Reserve, Amble. Posts available include a Project Supervisor, an Education Officer 
and a Warden (all full-time) and two part-time Wardens~ 

These posts are only open to unemployed people fulfilling the M.S.C. rules. For 
more information please contact, The Northumberland Wildlife Trust, Hancock Museum, 
Barras Bridge, Newcastle Upon Tyne. (Tel : (091) 2320038). 

Green Woodpecker Survey 
This survey ends on 30th June and I would be grateful if all survey forms could be 
returned to me as quickly as possible. It is possible that new sites will be found 
in July this year because of the late season. Please enter these on club record 
cards and return them to the Recorder in the usual way. 

Nick Rossiter, West Barn, Lee Grange, Ordley, Hexham, NE46 lSX 

B.O.E.E. - Wader Counters Wanted 
This is the now annual plea for volunteers to count waders along specific stretches 
of the Northumbrian coastline during the forthcoming year (Aug 1986 - April 1987) . 
Before I tell you how you can get involved perhaps it would be worthwhile to give 
you some comments from Mike Maser, the B.T.O. Estuaries Officer, in a recent letter 
to the club. 
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He indicates that the very comprehensive series of B.O.E.E. counts made over the 
last few years, coupled with the results of the recent Winter Shorebird Count (both 
of which many members have participated in ) have allowed an updating and refining 
of the estimates of the British wader populations. These estimates are vital for 
conservation purposes, being used to evaluate sites as S. S. S . I. 's or Special 
Protection Areas. 

Between June-December 1985 he answered 21 requests for B.O.E.E. data and between 
January-May 1986 the total has been a further 20. Many of these requests have been 
for site evaluations in relation to looming threats to the areas concerned. Mike 
hopes that one of the results of these activities is that same M.P.'s will now know 
a little more about estuaries and waders than they did ! 

The importance of these regular counts is now well established and the club hopes 
to obtain good coverage of our coastline during the next season. Please let rre 
know if you wish to participate as soon as possible. Existing counters should also 
confirm that they are going to continue counting the sarre stretches as last season. 
It w:::>uld be nice to introduce same new faces, perhaps newer or less experienced 
rrembers, to the pleasures (??) of counting waders during our bracing winter weather! 

The dates for the monthly counts are as follows:-

1986 1987 
lOth August ** 18th January 

** 21st September ** 15th February 
19th October 15th March 
16th November 12th April 

** 14th December 
** denotes a Priority count month 

If you can help please contact rre now. Mike Hodgson (tel. 2520511) 

Holy Island Field Trip - May 24th 
Although only five rrembers were able to take part and the weather was against the 
appearance of rarities, a good range of species was still ticked off. A series of 
strong westerly winds ensured that very few late spring migrants were present 
except for a nice pair of Yellow Wagtails and a very impressive Greenland Wheatear 
but a spell of sea -watching at Enmanual Point was very productive. Camron Scoter 
were rroving, there was a continual passage of Gannets, Kittiwakes, auks and terns 
but the highlight was a north-bound Great Northern Diver. · As the tide rose a 
couple of hours in the shelter - and hot sunshine - at Beal Point produced a 
continual fly-past of waders, notably some 500 Northern Ringed Plovers, smaller 
groups of swnner-plurnage Dunlin and same very handsome Grey Plover in full breeding 
dress. But the bird, or rather the birds, of the afternoon were a pair of Little 
Terns which spend an hour fishing and courtship feeding. only some 40 yards from the 
party. Although, despite the unpromising weather conditions, the party ticked off 
alrrost 60 species and one member achieved one ambition - a decent photograph at 
last of a Skylark. Ian Kerr 

British Birds Magazine 
Club rrembers have once again been invited to take advantage 
subscription scheme for the premier birding journal. This 
subscription at £18 instead of the norrral £24. The club has 
special subscription leaflets and these will be included in a 
covering the year from 1st August. 

of the reduced 
gives a year's 
applied for the 
future bulletin 

The Birds of the Tynernouth Area by Mary Carruthers and Ken Shaw, illustrated by 
Colin Bradshaw and Michael Watson is now available. Price £1.00. Copies from Mary 
Carruthers, l3 Manor Road, Tynemouth, NE30 4RJ, ( £1.50 , including postage) or at 
all indoor meetings next winter. 

\ 
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MJNlliLY SUM-1AAY - JUNE 1986 

Temperatures during June \IA&e just about average although coastal ar~ were kept 
cooler with the easterly winds blowing in off the North Sea. Tynem::>uth had the 
distinction of having the lowest tenperature in the U.K. on 26th, reaching a mere 
16. 4 deg. C. It was a generally dry ronth although there \IA&e one-two days with heavy 
rainfall. It was also the sunniest June in the region for several years. Winds 
during the first half \IA&e mainly between South and North West but light easterlies 
occurred later in the ronth. 

Sea passage was conspicuous during two periods between 1st -7th and again on 2lst/ 22nd 
with good nunbers of Ma.nx Shearwaters, FUlmars, Gannets, Auks and several Great and 
Arctic Skuas. As usual the SUIIIIer rovements of Canada Geese \IA&e noted and the 
Ringed-necked, Ferruginous and Ruddy Ducks all continued in residence. The location 
of four broods of Shovelers reflects the species abundance in lowland areas during the 
spring . Of other breeding records received both Blue and Great Tits in nest-boxes 
have had a very poor season although Pied Flycatchers seem:d to have fared better . 
M:x:>rland Kestrels \IA&e very successful but Black- necked Grebes are late with their 
season . A male Blue- headed Wagtail carrying food indicated breeding in the county for 
a second consecutive year . '1\«> churr ing Night jars were located at one site on 30th . 
A eua,il delighted a nUIItler of observers at Pres twick Carr on 1st and others were seen 
during the m::>nth. Perhaps they will remain to breed. 
A Reed Warbler was at Seaton Burn on 14th and a wdndering Hobby at Low Newton late in 
the m:mth. The sunmer gathering of Little Gulls in . the Cresswell/Hauxley area did not 
reach the nunbers reported in 1985. 'llle division between the end of the spring 
passage and the start of autunm rovements is som:tirres. difficult to detect, 
particularly with waders but by the end of the ronth small nunbers appeared already to 
be returning. The Pectoral Sandpiper at Hauxley is unlikely to have rrade a recent 
Atlantic crossing but where \IA&e the two Little Ringed Plovers, well inland, at 
Ladycross going to? (or coming fran ) . The rost exciting record, however, . was a Terek 
Sandpiper at Hauxley frcm 29th . 'lllis failed or non-breeding bird provided rragnificent 
views for rrany, rrany people and extended the county list by another one. 
OUt-of-season species noted during the ronth included Whooper Swan,. Pink- footed, 
Barnacle and Brent Geese, Scaup, Glaucous Gull and tw:::> Redwings. 
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CLASSIFIED LIST 

Red-throated Diver 
One flew N. at Hartley on 4th (DY) and three N. and one S. at St. Mary's Island on 
5th/6th ( JDP) . 

Black-throated Diver 
One, in stlillrer plurrage, flew N. at St. Mary's Island on 7th (AJB). 

Little Grebe 
A pair were feeding two young at Arcot on 11th where another feeding one youngster 
on 20th ( LJM) • Confirrred breeding also noted at Corbridge (two pairs) , Wallsend 
Swallow Pond and Holywell Pond (MR/IF). 

Great Crested Grebe 
A pair with one young at Wallsend Swallow Pond on 7th was the only successful 
breeding noted (IF) although 'breeding' pairs were at Corbridge and Caistron (MR). 
Up to eight adults were at Holywell Pond and Hallington Reservoir ( ISD/BNR) and 
six- seven at Seaton Burn and Arcot (AJJ/IJM) . Pairs were also at Druridge Pool 
Angerton and Colt Crag. 

Black- necked Grebe 
At the regular breeding site no young were seen during 
July three- four broods of very--small young were noted . 
Holywell Pond on 3rd (ISD) . 

Fulmar 

the rronth although on lst 
Three adults were also at 

450 flew N in one hour at St . Mary's Island on 5th and 600 per hour N. noted there 
and at Beadnell on 6th (JDP/ViGJ) . Inland records involved singles at Shaftoe Crags 
on 2nd (MLC), Seaton Burn on 4th (AJJ) and Kielder Water on 17th (IRH) . A bird 
laid an egg in a garden wall at Foxton beach but the site was later deserted (JMA) . 

Manx Shearwater 
Passage noted offshore on nine days between 1st- 28th. Ten flew N. at Druridge and 
ten S. at St. Mary' s Island on lst (RD/MSH) and smaller nwnbers were off these 
localities on 4th. At least 58 flew N. at St. Mary's Island on 5th (JDP) and the 
heaviest passage occurred over the next two days. A total of at least 293 flew N. 
at St. Mary's Island on 6th (JDP/KDS) when 30 per hour N. at Beadnell (WGJ) and 45 
N. at Hadston (MJS). On 7th 75 flew N. at Annstead in one hour (MHp/KDS), 46 N. at 
St. Mary's Island (AJB), parties of three- four N. at Beadnell all day (WGJ) and 76 
N. during a five-hour sail between Tynerrouth- Beadnell (BSB). Smaller nwnbers were 
noted thereafter, although on 22nd 62 flew N. at Annstead (IC/MB), 30 N. at 
Cresswell (RD) and 24 at St. Mary's Island (MHp). 

Gannet 
N. passage noted on several dates with the heaviest being up to 260 per hour at St. 
Mary' s Island and Beadnell on 6th (JDP/WGJ) and 500 in one hour at Cresswell on 
22nd (RD) when 200- 340 per hour noted at St. Mary' s Island and Annstead Point 
(MHp/IC). 

Grey Heron 
At the site rrentioned in last rronth' s bulletin five pairs reared a total of at 
least 15 young (IK/BG). Two adults accompanied a juvenile at Havannah Pond on 5th 
( AIB) . 17 Y.Bre at Black Low on 7th ( JDL) and one- four noted at another ten 
localities . 

Mute Swan 
Breeding records included two pairs at Ca istron (six and three cygnets, although 
latter was reduced to one) , Angerton (three. cygnets) , Holywell Pond (four) , 
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Jesm:md Dene (three). The brood at Seaton Burn reduced to four by 11th and no 
young were hatched at Matfen or Capheaton. 270 were at Berwick on 27th (JDL). 

WhooperSwan 
An adult was at Grindon I.Dugh on 2nd and 8th (BNR/MJS) . The pinioned bird at 
Annstead has been 1 re-located 1 to Berwick harbour (per JFG). 

Pink-footed Goose 
One was at Berwick on 27th (JDL). 

Grey Lag Goose 
Up to 22 were at Holywell Pond during the month (AJB et al). 

Canada Goose 
Typically 1 birds were moving through the county during the month. On 8th 32 were 
at Holywell Pond (GSR) 1 20 flewS. at St. Mary 1 s Island. (IDM) 1 and 31 1 on the sea, 
at Hadston later flew N. (MSH/IC). On 9th 45 .flew E. at Amble (JMA), 14 S. at 
North Shields ( SY/DY) , 12 S. W. at Ellington ( JS) and ten N. W. at Ladycross ( CJ) • 

Six were at Holywell on lOth (ISD) and on 14th 11 flew over Seaton Burn and two N. 
at Seahouses (AJJ/JFG) . Four flew E. at Amble on 26th. One-eleven were also noted 
at Corbridge, I.Dng Nanny and Capheaton. 48 geese (sp ) flying S. at Tynemouth on 
9th may also have been this species (CB). 

Barnacle Goose 
One was still at Whittle Dene Reservoirs on 1st (PWD/KR). 

Brent Goose 
The dark-bellied bird was still at Backworth on 1st (IDM) . 

Shelduck 
Breeding records included one brood (eight young) at Cresswell Pond (MLC), one 
brood ( 11 young) at Budle Bay (RKS) 1 27 young at Hauxley ( LJM) and perhaps five 
pairs with young at Coquet Estuary although none could be seen after 22nd (EMY) . 
More interesting was a pair escorting seven young along the old A.l north of 
Belford on 28th (ISD), presumably from a nest site inland on crags where they have 
been seen prospecting several tirres. A maximum of 74 adults was in Budle Bay on 
21st (JFG). 

Wigeon 
At the regular breeding site probably six pairs were present and one brood of 
three seen on 22nd. At another site up to 12 birds were present. One-six wer e 
also noted at Holy Island lough, Newton and Druridge pools. 

Gadwall 
One-two were at Cresswell Pond between 1st-13th (AJB/ADM ), three at Wallsend 
Swallow Pond on 22nd (JRT) and one-two at Holywell Pond and Seaton Burn on 
27th/28th (M:lp/AJJ). 

Teal 
Three-seven noted at Wallsend Swallow Pond, Sea ton Burn and Alnmouth and three 
drakes at Byerhope. 

Mallard 
Further broods hatched brings the total so far this season of a minimum of 100 
young at Seaton Burn (AJJ) 1 29 young at Holywell Pond (ISD), 28 young at Wallsend 
Swallow Pond (IF) and 11 broods now at Caistron when up to 150 eclipse drakes 
present by the end of the month ( MR) . Other broods noted at Brenkley, Arcot and 
Shankhouse (JLM) . 
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Shoveler 
·Breedipg was confirmed at three localities. At least four young were present 
at Backworth on 11th (JS), a brood of seven, large, young at Newton Pool on 17th 
( JFG) and two broods (ten and two young) in a damp rreadow near Shan.khouse on 29th 
(LJM). One-nine birds were reported from a further five localities. 

Pochard 
The first broods were at Holywell Pond on 8th with five broods (total 19 young) 
present by 24th (ISO). Up to 17 were noted at Seaton Burn and Wallsend SWallow 
Pond (AJJ/IF). 

Ring-necked Duck 
The Holywell drake was at Arcot on 4th and 22nd/23rd and back at Holywell Pond on 
15th. Whilst at Arcot it was accompanied by the drake Ferruginous Duck ( LJM et 
al). 

Ferruginous Duck 
The drake at Holywell Pond was seen on 8th, 15th and 29th and also at Arcot Pond on 
4th and 22nd/23rd. 

Tufted Dude 
By the end of the month there were seven broods at Caistron (MR) and three broods 
(22 young) at Seaton Burn (AJJ) . 56 were at Holywell Pond on 24th (ISO) and 2-24 
at seven other waters. 

Scaup 
A pair was on Oruridge Pool on 1st (AJB/ADM). 

Eider 
About 150 ducklings were at Coquet Estuary on 7th (EMY), over lOO ducklings at Holy 
Island on 15th and 128 ducklings between Craster-Low Newton on 22nd (RKS). Up to 
600 adults were at Holy Island during the month . 

Cornron Seater 
On 7th 50 flew N. 
I.onghoughton (MR) . 
Cresswell (MHp/RD) . 
the sea included 330 
8th-22nd ( IC/MSH ) . 

Velvet Seater 

at St. Mary's Island (AJB) and on 8th 60 N. and 24 S. at 
On 22nd 350 flew N. at St. .Mary' s Island and lOO N. at 
350 flew N. at Holy Island on 23rd (JFG) . Large rafts on 
at Holy Island on lst (~L) and 700-750 off Hadston between 

Two were off Hadston on 8th and singles flew N. at St . .Mary's Island and Newbiggin 
on 22nd (IC/MSH/PWD) . 

Goldeneye 
Two flew N. at Tynemouth on 21st (CB) and seven N. at Cresswell on 22nd (RD). 

Red- breasted Merganser 
43 were at Fenham Flats on 8th (OPa) and up to seven at Cresswell-Oruridge on 
lst- 22nd (RD) . Eight flew N. at St . Ivlary's Island on 6th (JOP) and one N. at 
Seaton Sluice on 7th (CS). 

Goosander 
A duck accompanied about ten young at Kielder Water by 17th ( IRH) . Two-four also 
seen at Linhope and Angerton (MW/TAC) . 
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Ruddy D.lck 

· The drake at Capheaton was still present on 1st and 18th-30th (RW et al). 

Sparrowhawk 
One-two noted in seven widespread localities. 

Kestrel 
A good breeding season indicated in the S. Cheviots with several broods of five 
young. An abundance of vole fur found at sites indicating a major food source. 
(BG/IK). 

Hobby 
One flewS. at Low Newton on 28th (CB/CH/RV). 

Peregrine 
One was still on the coast at Ross Links on 3rd (JDP) and singles noted in three 
inland areas. 

Black Grouse 
Only one cock bird 'lekking' at a traditional site at Harwood on 25th where up t o 
12 have been noted in recent years ( MH) • 

Red-legged Partridge 
A pair were at Shankhouse/Horton all rronth ( LJM) • Two were at Caistron on lst (MR) 

and one at Netherwitton on 28th (MHp). 

Q.lail 
One was heard calling and seen at Prestwick Carron lst (PWD/KR et all. A pair and 
a single bird were also reported from two other localities during the month. 

Coat 
155 were at Seaton Burn on 28th where 49 young have been hatched so far this season 
( AJJ) . Other brood counts included five at Arcot, three at Wall send Swallow Pond 
and two at Brenkley ( LJM/IF) . 
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Oystercatcher 
107 W8re at Black li:Jw on 7th (JDL) and up to 70 at Hauxley and Cresswell Pond 

during· the m::mth ( IC/Mffi/LJM) • 

Little Ringed Plover 
Two paused briefly, well inland, at Ladycross on 17th (CJ) . 

Ringed Plover 
In the Holy Island area 700 were still present on 1st dropping to about 80 by 7th 

(JDL) . 45 were at Boulmer Haven on 2nd (JSe) . Three pairs were present at Hauxley 

Pool (IC/MSH), a pair held territory at a disused mine at Burradon (A!B) and a nest 

with four eggs found on Boullrer Airfield ( JSe) . 

Golden Plover 
25 pairs were located in an area of 21 Sq. Kms. at Hexhamshire Cornrron (BNR) but 

breeding numbers are reported to be low in the Whitfield and Otterburn Ranges areas 

(W3J/MH) . Also noted on breeding territory at Blanchland Moor, Muggleswick Comrron 

and the Sirronsides. 

Grey Plover 
Nine were at Black li:Jw on 8th (DPa ) and one in Budle Bay on 21st (JFG) . 

Lapwing 
53 pairs were located in an area of 21 Sq. Kms . at Hexhamshire Cornrron (BNR) . Post 

breeding flocks of 15-70 noted in four areas after 15th. 

Knot 
Four were at Cresswell on 26th (MHp). 

Sander ling 
20 were at Holy Island on 1st (JDL), six at St. Mary 1 s Island on 5'th (IF) and five 

at Long Nanny on 11th (ISO) . 

Pectoral Sandpiper 
An adult was at Hauxley Pool, for only a brief time~ on 18th (TMM). 

Dunlin 
50 were at Beal on 1st (JDL). From 28th up to 23 were at Cresswell Pond, 12 at 

Hauxley and one-three at Burradon and Backworth (JRT/LJM et al). One was at a 

moorland site on 2nd. 

Ruff 
Singles were at Hauxley on 22nd/28th ( MJS et al) and Cresswell Pond on 23rd/28th 

(AJ/MIC). 

Snipe 
14 pairs were located in an area of 21 Sq. Krns. at Hexhamshire Cornrron (BNR). Up to 

11 were 1 drumning 1 at the w. Sirronsides on 25th ( MH) and others noted at Arcot and 

Holy Island lough. 

Woodcock 
Birds including some 1 roding 1 

, noted at Dipton, Kidland Forest, Alnwick and 

Redesdale early in the month. 

Black- tailed Godwit 
Two were at Black li:Jw on 8th and ·2lst (DPa/JDL) . 

Bar-tailed Godwit 
240 were at Beal on lst (JDL) and up to three at Hauxley after 21st (JRT). 
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Whirnbrel 
· Up to six ~e ·at Black low up to 8th (DPa/JDL). One was at Cocklawburn on 7th 

( IK) and tY.D 1 well inland at Coanwood on 2nd ( BNR) . No rrore rer:orted until 21st 

when one was at Hauxley ( JRT) . One-t.vo were at Cresswell 1 the Tyne Estuary 1 and 

Tynerrouth between 23rd-29th (AJ/DMr/CB). 

Curlew 
64 pairs were located in an area of 21 Sq. Kms. at Hexharnshire Common and 12 pairs 

in 11 Sq. Kms at Devil' s water (BNR). Breeding birds also found in a further seven 

rroorland areas. 146 were at Black low on 21st (JDL) when 30 flew N. at Stag Rocks 

and 18 were at Hauxley on 28th (JFG/JSB). 

Spotted Redshank 
Singles were at Oruridge Pool on 15th (AIB) 1 Backworth on 17th (JEF) and two at 

Black Ii::J.N on 21st ( JDL) . 

Reds hank 
11 pairs were located in an area of 21 Sq. Kms. at Hexharnshire Comrron and four 

pairs on rroor land in the S. W. of the county where none were found in 1985 ( BNR) . 

Up to 30 were at Backworth after 23rd ( IDM) . 

Greenshank 
One was at Backworth on 15th (CS) and one- two at Cresswell on 19th/21st (MHp/MJS). 

Green Sandpiper 
One was at Backworth between 26th- 30th (IOM). 

Terek Sandpiper 
One was found at Hauxley Pool on the evening of 29th and was seen by many observer s 

on the 30th and again on 1st July (JEF et all. This will be the first record of 

this species in the county. 

~ ,. I 11 
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Turnstone 
13 were at Hauxley on lst ( IC) and parties of eight at Newton and Seahouses on 
22nd •. 

Arctic Skua 
Small numbers were noted offshore between 4th-7th and again on 2lst/22nd. The 
largest counts involved six N. at St. Mary' s Island on 6th and five N. there on 
22nd (KDS/MHp). Another was at Budle Bay on 16th (DS) . 

Great Skua 
On 6th three flew N. at the Long Nanny and singles at Craster and Beadnell 
(KDS/WGJ). Further passage on 7th involved ten N. at Annstead and two at Newbiggin 
and St. Mary's Island (MHp/BSB) . On 21st one flew N. at Beadnell, and on 22nd four 
N. at St. Mary's Island and two N. at Annstead (MB/MHp). A sick bird picked up at 
St. Mary's Island on 29th had, eventually, to be destroyed as a result of gangrene 
(D.MI') • 

Little Gull 
Birds were present at Cresswell Pond up to 22nd with a rnaxinmn of six present at 
one t.i.rre. J.Vbst were first surrrner birds. Up to four were at Hauxley between 
1st-5th and one-two at Hadston Lake and Druridge Pool. 

Black-headed Gull 
The colony at Capheaton is down to about 25% of its normal size (RW). 

Cornron Gull 
226 first sumrer birds roosted at Rayburn Lake on 8th (BNR) , Much smaller numbers 
noted in two other localities . 

Lesser Black-backed Gull 
16 pairs 1.vere breeding at the regular rroorland site by 2nd although by early July 
this colony had completely failed, probably due to control measures by gamekeeper . 
Two-three pairs were suspected of breeding on roof - tops in central Newcastle ( IK) . 
142 were at Caistron on 14th (MR) . 

Herring Gull 
A pair were on eggs at the regular rroorland Lesser Black-backed Gull colony ·but 
failed to be successful. 

Glaucous Gull 
At least two first summer birds were in the Tyne Estuary area up to 29th (CB/DMT) 
and others at Amble Braid on 9th (TMM) and St. Mary's Island on 17th (AJB) . 

Kittiwake 
Only one successful nest noted at the P.T.A. building, North Shields. A maxbuwm of 
296 was at North Shields Fish Quay on 24th (D.MI'). 600 per hour rroved N. at 
Beadnell on 6th (W3J) and up to 1,000 per hour N; at St. Mary' s Island and 
Cresswell on 2lst/22nd (IC/RD) . 

Sandwich Tern 
50 flewS. at Holy Island in one hour on 8th (ADM) . 

Roseate Tern 
Up to five were at Cresswell Pond between 2lst-23rd (MHp/KDS et al) and up to three 
at Hauxley Pool during the rronth . Two were at IDnghoughton I..J:::M Stead on 8th (MR) 
and at Coquet Estuary on 18th (EMY). 
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Corrm:m Tern 
Six were at Wallsend Swallow Pond on 3rd and two-four during the remainder of the 
rronth ( IF) • One-two also visited Holywell Pond and the River Tyne up to Scotswood . 

Little Tern 
One-five were seen at St. Mary's Island, Cresswell, Low Newton, Budle Bay and Holy 
Island during the rronth. 

Black Tern 
Singles were at Druridge on 6th (ES/MBS) and Hadston Lake on 12th (TMM) . 

Auks (Sp) 
600 per hour flew N. at Beadnell on 6th (W3J) when 
St. Mary's Island (JDP) . On 22nd 1,050 flew N. 
and 270 N. at St. Mary's Island (MHp). 

Guillerrot 
200 were at Dunstanburgh on 22nd (RKS). 

Razorbill 

1,150 flew N. in three hours at 
at Annstead in one hour (MB/IC) 

22 were at Dunstanburgh on 22nd (RKS) and 12 between Amble~oquet Island on 28th 
(LJM). 

Stock Dove 
One- cwo were at Swinhoe and Prestwick Carr . 

Turtle Dove 
Singles were at the Newcastle-Tynernouth coast road on 4th (KDS) and Bamburgh on 8th 
(BRS) • A pair were well inland at South Tynedale on 14th ( AJR) • 

Cuckoo 
One- three noted in about 18 widespread localities . One hatched in a Dunnock's nes t 
at Rothbury on 19th ( JSe) • 

Little OWl 
Singles were seen at Middleton Mill on 20th (IK) and the Dyke Neuk on 23rd (Ml.C) . 

Tawny OWl 
Singles noted in four localities. Two were found, recently dead, in a chalet at 
Ovingharn on 5th, having presllffi3.bly entered by the chimney and were unable to get 
out (FC) . 

Long-eared OW 1 
In the S. Cheviots four young were reared at a ground nest-site traditionally used 
by Merlins ! (BG/IK) . 

Short-eared OWl 
Single birds were noted in three inland localities. 

Nightjar 
Two birds were 'churring' at one site in the county on 30th. 

SWift 
The largest gathering was 500 at Seaton Burn on 22nd (AJJ) although 70- 130 were 
noted at Holywell and Corbridge . At least eight pairs are nesting under the Coquet 
Bridge at Rothbury (JSe). 

Kingfisher 
Singles were noted at Plessey Woods, Wylarn, Dipton Mill and the Corburn . 
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Green Woodpecker 
Singles and pairs noted in about 14 widespread localities this month. 

Great ' Spotted Woodpecker 
Breeding was confirmed at eight widespread localities and birds seen or heard in 
about a further ten areas including singles visiting bird tables at I.esbury and 
Alnwick. At least five pairs were in the Dipton area. 

Sand Martin 
16-18 were at Etal on 22nd (JDL) when about 12 pairs at Seahouses (JFG). 

House Martin 
25 appeared at Prior's Park during a thundery shower on 2nd (CB). 200 were at 
Holywell Pond on 4th (IC). Ten occupied nests noted at capheaton and 11 at Matfen 
(RW). 

Tree Pipit 
Singing birds seen and heard in about ten typical breeding areas. 

Rock Pipit 
Three-four pairs were feeding young in the Annstead area on 22nd ( JGF) . 

•· Yellow Wagtail 
Birds were noted feeding young in several localities from 11th. 

Blue-headed Wagtail 
A male carrying food on three dates between 15th- 26th at Backworth suggests 
successful breeding (MA/KH/WAK). 

Grey Wagtail 
Three juveniles were at Wylam on 8th (MA). One-three birds noted in eight other 
widespread localities. 

Dipper 
Successful breeding noted at W. Woodburn (the third attempt, two nests having been 
washed-out) (JH/MH), Eals (AJ) and Bothal Mill (LJM). 

wbinchat 
Five pairs were located in a 21 Sq. Kms area at Hexharnshire Comrron (BNR) and 
numbers noted as well down in the Harthope Valley ( JSe) . Young were being fed by 
the end of the month. 

Stonechat 
A pair reared a second brood ( 3 young ) at the Long Nanny ( MSH/IC) . A pair with two 
juveniles were also seen at Low Newton (DS/RKS). 

Wheatear 
Noted in about eight breeding areas during the month. 

Ring Ousel 
Up to three pairs were on one escarpment in Coquetdale indicating a gooo breeding 
population this year (IK/BG). Singles were also seen in another five typical 
localities . 

Redwing 
Two were seen in the S.W. of the county on 7th and one on 27th raising hopes that 
this species may breed in the county again. 

I 
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Mi stle Thrush 
13 were at Prestwick Carron 8th (AGH) and 20 near Housesteads on 29th (IF). 

Grasshopper Warbler 
Five were trapped and ringed at Seaton Burn during the rronth (AJJ) . Others were 
'reeling' at Eshott and Hadston on 16th (MSH/TMM). 

Sedge \tfarb .. er 
Yol.l4g were being fed in the nest, at Newton by 22nd (RKS) . They were also noted in 
six other widespread areas. 

Reed Warbler 
One was trapped at Seaton Burn on 14th (AJJ/JCD) . 

Lesser Whitethroat 
Between 1st-8th two pairs were at Wylam (MA) and singles at Corbridge, Arcot and 
Seaton Burn. 

Whitethroat 
Tv.D were at Holy Island on lst (JDL) . Four were singing in a newly cleared wood cJ. t 
Eshott on l6th(MSH) and two-four also noted at Prestwick Carr and Seaton Burn. 

Garden Warbler 
A pair were feeding two young at W. W:x:ldburn by 8th (M&JH) . Singing birds were 
noted at Hexham, Little Harle and Rothley up to 26th (Ml.C/FC) . 

Wood Warbler 
One-seven were seen or heard in seven typical, breeding, areas during the rronth . 

Chiffchaff 
A late migrant was on Holy Island on lst (JDL). One-six were noted 1n six other 
localities during the month. 

Willow Warbler 
Fledged young <Mere noted at Seaton Burn and Horton by 28th (AJJ/LJM ) . 

Spotted Flycatcher 
Three pairs are breeding in open-fronted nest-boxes at Matfen (RW) and a pair at 
Nunnykirk built a nest inside a Swallow's nest (JSe). One-four seen in eight other 
localities. 

Pied Flycatcher 
At Nunnykirk eight pairs laid 50 eggs in nest-boxes and hatched and fledged 43 
young (RW) . Six pairs bred in nest-boxes at Brinkburn and singles at Belsay and 
Corbridge (WGJ/MR) . 

Long-tailed Tit 
Family parties were noted at Linnels, Dipton, Staward and Arcot. 

Blue Tit 
A poor breeding success noted at some nest-box study areas. Four pairs reared only 
28 young (including one brood of 12) at Eshott (MSH/IC) . 'Two pairs reared only 
nine young at Nunnykirk (in 1985 seven pairs reared 63 young) (RW) and at Kirkley 
Hall only one pair bred, rearing six young ( IK) . Six young were also reared from a 
box at Lesbury ( JMA) • 

Great Tit 
A poor breeding success noted in some nest- box study areas ._ At Eshott seven pairs 
reared only 25 young (including · three broods of one) ( MSH/IC) , 15 pairs laid 93 
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eggs and fledged 76 young at Nunnykirk (in 1985 18 pairs laid 122 eggs and fledged 
94 yqung) (RW), and at Kirkley Hall only two pairs bred rearing 14 young ( IK). 
Several broods were found dead in the nest. At Corbridge 12 pairs bred 
successfully compared to 22 pairs in 1985 ( .MR) • M::>re enterprising was a bird 
feeding young in a nest in a traffic light at Newburn Bridge on 17th ! (AJ) . 

Nuthatch 
A pair were feeding young at Brinkburn on 12th (w;J). up to five were seen at 
Wallington on 1st (AJB/ADM). 

Starling 
A flock of 200 was at Elsdon on 23rd (MH). 

House Sparrow 
A pair fledged young from a House Martin nest-box at Crarnlington (LJM). 

Goldfinch 
Five pairs were breeding at Matfen Village (RW) and small numbers noted in many 
widespread localities . 

Redpoll 
'IW:) were on Holy Island on 1st (JDL) . 

Crossbill 
Flocks of 13- 34 were seen· at Dipton, Ladycross, Juniper, Alwinton and Kyloe during 
the rronth . A family party of f our was at Or dley on 15th (BRN) . 

Hawfinch 
Breeding was confirmed in Jesrnond Dene on 25th when a pair were seen with at least 
two juveniles (MPF ) . One- two were also at Hexharn and Alnwick early in the rronth 
(KD/JMA) . 

Corn Bunting 
Probably nine singing birds noted in an area of 2 
and four in the Cresswell/Druridge area ( JR'T) • 
Lynen10uth, Ellington and Shankhouse ( IC/LJM) . 

Sq. Krns at Boulrner/Alnrrouth (JSe) 
One- two also seen at Annstead, 

Please send all July records , in Voous order, to Mike S. · Hodgson, 45 Elrntree 
Gardens, Whitley Bay, Tyne and Wear NE25 8QX by 8th August at the latest. 

J.M. 
M. 
K.I. 
B.S. 
M. 
A. J . 
J . S . 
AI& 
c. 
TA & 
I. 
F. 
N.B. 
I.S . 
P.W. 
K. 
R. 

Alrrond 
Arrnstrong 
Barratt 
Bates 
Bell 
Booth 
Booth 
G Bowman 
Bradshaw 
ML Cadwallender 
Chad wick 
Colley 
Cox 
Davidson 
Davidson 
Dawson 
Dunn 

LIST OF . CON.I'RIBU'IDRS 

M. Henry 
M. Hepple 
A.G. Hetherington 
M. S. Hodgson 
M & J Howat 
C. Hudson 
K. Huxley 
A. Janes 
C. Jewitt 
W. G. Johnson 
A.J . Johnston 
W. A. Kelly 
I. Kerr 
W.T. Logan 
J . D. Lough 
L.J. McDougall 
T .M. Melling 

M. Richardson 
K. Robson 
B.N. Rossiter 
G.S. Rushbrooke 
W.G. Savage 
M.J. Sharp 
K.D. Shaw 
M.B . Shaw 
D. Short 
E. Slack 
c. Smith 
J. Steele (JSe) 
R.K . Stephenson 
J. Stott 
J . Sweeney 
J . R. 'Todd 
D.M. Tur ner 

I 
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J.E. Fergusson I.D. Mx>rhouse R. Vanderwert 
I. Fisher A. D. M:luld R. Walton 
M.P. Frankis El'& JR Norris R.G. Waugh 
B. Galloway J.D. Par rack M. Winter 
J.F. Graham D. Patterson (DPa) E.M. Young 
I.R. Hartley A.J. Richards D & S Younger 

Bamburgh Ringing Station 

Indoor Meetings 1986/87 
Please remember that the first indoor meeting of this coming winter session will be 
held on Thursday, 11th September, 1986 in the Physics Lecture Theatre, Newcastle 
Oni versi ty, at 7. 00 p .m. We start in grand style with our guest speaker, Bob 
Spencer, talking on 'Birds in Winter'. 

We now have a speaker for the March 1987 meeting. Steve Petty will be talking to 
us about 'Tawny Owls in upland spruce forests'. 

Field Trips 
Two trips are planned for August 
Saturday 16th August - A rrorning trip to Teesrrouth for waders, etc. The leader 
will be Alan Johnston who led this successful trip last year. 
Sunday 17th August - One for the rrore adventurous ! An all day boat trip to the 
North Sea Fishing Grounds. Boats leave North Shields at 8 . 00 a .m. and there are 
only a limited nwnber of places. Cost approx. £7. 00. The leaders for this trip 
will be Mike Bell and Ken Shaw. 
If you wish to participate in either of these field trips please contact Colin 
Bradshaw now. (Tel . 2572389) . 

Nominations for ~ttee Members 1986/87 
Members are remined that nominations for committee rrembership election should be in 
the hands of the Secretary, Ian Kerr, no later than 18th September 1986. 

Each nomination should be presented in writing and have a proposer and a seconder, 
both of whom must be club members, and should indicate that the nominee is prepar ed 
to stand for election. The appropriate election will take place at the A.G.M. on 
9th October, 1986. 

Northumbrian Birdwatch 
On Monday 26th May 1986, Andrew Booth, Nial Mx>res and I set off on a 19t hour 
birdwatch in Northumberland. Despite choosing a bank holiday we saw 119 species 
which we claim as a new county record. We visited 26 sites between 0400 - 2330 
hours and saw a fair number of interesting species including Black-necked Grebe , 
Gadwall, Garganey, Black Grouse, Ruff, Firecrest, Nuthatch, Crossbill and Hawfinch . 
Not as many of the easier species were missed as usual, although we should still 
have seen Greylag, M:rganser, Sparrowhawk, Roseate Tern, Grasshopper Warbler, 
Treecreeper, Long-tailed Tit, Marsh Tit and possibly a few others. Perhaps one day 
a team will see a lot more of the possible species. I estimate that on 26th May we 
could have seen 132 species or more had a 'few rrore hours of daylight been 
available. A.D. r.buld 

Geoff Macfarlane Memorial Trust Lecture 
Dr Peter Lack of the B.T.O . will give a talk on the Winter Atlas Project, on Monday 
20th October, 1986 in the Physics Building at Newcastle University at 7. 00 p .m. 
Tickets will be available from September onwards at the R.S.P.B. office in 
Newcastle, the Hancock Museum, and at the Durham and Northwnberland and Tyneside 
Bird Club meetings in September and October. Tickests may also be obtained 
directly from J.C. Day, 2 Grange Avenue, Benton, Newcastle, NE 12 9PN . The price 
of admission will be £2. 00 for adults and £1.50 for OAPs, unemployed persons and 
those under 16. NB. T'ne Winter atlas is due to be published in August or 
September this year. 

. I 
I 



ANALYSIS OF THE MEMBERSHIP c;uESTIONNAIRE 

Of some 250 questionnaires sent out 105 were returned i.e: 42% of members responded. An 
analy~is of the replies is shown below. 

Q.l How long have you been a member of the Club? 
The 105 returns represented a very even cross-section of Club members - a reflection 
worth bearing in rrcind when considering the replies to the other questions 
Membership of between 0 and 2 years 26 replies = 24.8% 

0 and 5 years 27 replies= 25.7% 
6 and 10 years 17 replies = 16.2% 
over 10 years 35 replies = 33.3% 

Q. 2 Do you belong to RSPB? 83 Club members ( 79%) said they did 
SOC? 6 (5.7%) were members 
BTO? 39 (37.1%) were members 

In reply to membership of other Clubs the response was:
N/B Wildlife Trust 48 members (45 .7% ) 
Wildfowl Trust 7 members (6.7%) 
Natural History Soc. 15 members (14.3%) 
Durham Bird Club 8 members (7.6%) 
OOU 3 members 
Teesmouth Bird Club 2 members 

a further 14 members belonged to one or rrore other clubs. 

Q.3 Were you ever a Junior Member of the TBC/NTBC? 
8 members replied that they had been (7 . 6%) 

Q.4 Have you ever made use of the Club's Library? 
18 members (17 .1% ) said tl1at they had 

Q.5 Have you ever made use of the Club's sea-watching facilities 
50 members (47 . 6%) stated that they had 
Two members in reply to Q.4 and 5 did not know of either facility! · 

Q. 6 Do you think the lecture programre is sufficiently varied? 
93 members (88 , 6%) said yes 

4 members (3 .8% ) said no 
8 members (7.6%) did not reply (new members who have not experienced a full 

lecture season) 
Those who said NO and a number who said YES suggested that there should be more lectures 
on:-

taxonomy/field identification (3 members) 
general natural history topics (l) 
conservation aspects (2) 
bird art (1) 

Q.7 Is one members' night sufficient each session? 
82 members said satisfactory (78.1%) 

8 said unsatisfactory (7.6%) 
15 did not reply (14 . 3%) 
Of those stating that one night was not sufficient comments included: 
too many speakers in the session (1) 
seems very cliquey (l) 
an additional members night needed (1) 

,\ 



Q.8 How many of last season's meetings did you attend? 
Full session- 9 meetings 8 members 7.6% ) 

8 23 22.0% ) 
7 14 13.3% ) = 61% 
6 4 3.8% ) 
5 5 4.8% ) 
4 10 9 .5'% ) 
3 4 3.8% 
2 0 
1 3 2.9% 
0 ** 13 12.4% 

not a member last season 11 10.5% 
** Mostly unable to attend because of distance but two members could not because 

rreetings started at 7.00 p.m. and not at 7.30 p.m., and one mernber found 
difficulty attending because of age. 

Q.9 If you cannot attend meetings regularly because of distance problems please indicate 
how far away you live. 
Replies to this question appeared to cause some confusion as some people who attended 
regularly had also completed this question. 
Members living more than lOO miles away - 3 

more than 50 miles - 5 
20 to 50 miles - 4 
10 to 20 miles - 7 
less than 10 miles - 4 

Q.lO Would you attend "County" meetings? 
34 members said yes, without any reservations (32 . 4%) 
3 members said they would attend some meetings 
1 r~r specifically stated Alnwick only 
1 .member specifically stated Morpeth only 
2 members· specifically stated Hexham only 
1 member stated definitely not Alnwick 

Q.ll Have you attended a May meeting in the last tw6 years? 
50 members stated that they had (47.6%) 
11 respondents were not members at the time of a May meeting 

Q.l2 Have you ever been on a TBC/NTBC field trip ? 
59 members (56.2%) stated that they had but in answer to 

Q.l3 How many field trips 
the breakdown was 

4 field trips 
3 field trips 
2 field trips 
1 field trip 

Q.l4 Are you a car owner? 

have you been on in the last 12 months? 

2 members 
6 members 

11 members 
14 members 
33 members 

The response to this question showed that car ownership is high with 84 members (80%) 
owning cars, but in reply to the second part of the question - Would you use your car 
for field trips? - only 64 members (61%) said that they would . 

Q.l5 What field trips are you prepared to go on? 
87 members ( 83%) replied to this question 
Venues are listed in order of preference :-



Holy Island 
Ross Sands 
~nland Northumberland 
Solway 
Farne Islands 
Firth of Forth 
Norfolk Weekend 
Loch Fleet Weekend 
Continental Weekend 

59 rrernbers 
58 rranbers 
57 rrernbers 
56 members 
54 rrernbers 
49 members 
36 rrernbers 
30 rranbers 
22 rrernbers 

In addition 4 members suggested Yorks/Lincs/Humberside 
3 members suggested Leighton Moss 
2 suggested a week on the Scillies 
2 a trip to Teeside 

and 1 rrember for each of M:)recambe Bay; Bass Rock; Cairngorms; Hulne Park; 
Welsh weekend; Cornwall long weekend; 

General remarks included 

W. Scotland or Ireland week; 
l-2 weeks in Spain or E. Africa; 
11boat trips 11

• 

3 people who said would go on trips if they were by coach 
1 rrember who doesn't go because field trips are 11 cliquey11 

1 rrernber who wanted a trip on 11 sample survey work 11 

1 who said would go on weekends if trips were not too spartan 

PUBLICATIONS 

Q. l6 Bulletin - are you satisfied with the content? 
lOO members (95 .2% )· stated categorically that they were satisfied. 
- are you satisfied with the presentation? 
101 members (96.2%) indicated satisfaction. 
of the 5 members (4.8%) who said no to either of the above questions the criticism 
consisted of comments that: -
wea ther sUITIIary too long ( 1 member ) 
need for more local news and info. about field trips (2) 
notes needed on escaped birds (1) 
notes needed about conservation problems (1) 
no need for records on commoner species (1) 
why do some reports not go in Bulletin/Birds of Northumberland (2) 

Q.l7 Do you regularly send in record cards for the Bulletin? 
59 members (56.2%) stated that they did 
On the question of how many per month the replies were:-

0 - 5 records per month 9 members 
5 - 10 16 members 

10 - 20 17 members 
over 20 17 members 

Q.l8 Birds in Northumbria - are you satisfied with the content? 
97 members (92 .4% ) stated satisfied 
are you satisfied with presentation? 
96 members (91 .4%) were satisfied 
2 members did not reply to the question 
5 members indicated that they were not satisfied 
comments from the 5 members and some from satisf ied members were: 
need for ringing report (1 member) 

,, 



.. 

need for distribution map, graphs and tables (3) 
need for general county map ( 2) 
·list of species not accepted by BB - retrospective (1) 
initials next to rarer bird sightings (1) 
text turgid - rrore members articles, rrore magazinelike ( 2) 
rrore notes on conservation (1) 
nnre illustrations needed ( 1) 
nnre on rarities (1) 
as all information in Birds in Northumbria is in Bulletin why produce it - spend 
nnney on reserves and hides (1) 

Q.l9 What other publications would you like to see produced? 
8 members expressed a need for an Access guide 
3 members wanted species guides for selected areas 
2 members wanted more occasional papers 
1 member suggested a county atlas 
The member who suggested not producing Birds in Norti1urnbria felt that as well as the 
Bulletin a 5 year summary Bulletin could be produced. 

SUBSCRIPTIONS 

Q.20 Do you feel you are getting value for rroney? 

100 members (95.2%) felt that they were 
1 member said no 
4 members (3.8%) did not reply to question 

Q.21 Are subscriptions too high : too low : bearable? 
No members said too high· 

9 members (8 .6%) said too low 
94 members (89 .5%) said bearable 
2 members did not complete answer 

Q.22 In reply to the question will you covenant your subscription next year 
63 1nembers (60%) said yes and 3 members (2 .9%)' stated perhaps. 

SURVEYS AND SOCIAL ASPEX:TS 

Q.23 Have you taken part in any survey work organised by the Club (including BTO etc) 
64 members (61%) indicated that they had participated at one time or another. 

Q.24 Are there any ornithological activities that you would like to see the Club rrore 
invo).ved in? 
The number in brackets indicates the number of members suggesting the proposal 

More active in conservation matters and the provision of hides (5) 
Establish a grapevine (5) and a migration watchpoint (l) 
Involve more members in activities (2) 
Provide information on who deals with oiled birds (2) 
Become more involved in species protection (1) 
Produce register of important ornithological sites (1) 
Form local groups and have mini-excursions (1) 
Hold summer evening waDes particularly for bird song (1) 
Have special species trips eg. gulls; sea watching (1) 
Orgill1ise foreign bird holidays (1) 
2 members suggested species for future Club surveys - Hawfinch; Tree Sparrow; 
Corn Bunting; Barn OWl; Nuthatch 



Q.25 Would you attend a Club social event? 
98 members replied (93.3%) - 69 (65.7%) were in favour 

29 (27.6%) said categorically no 
(3 members said not applicable due to distance) 
Preferences for type and venue of social events were:-
In private room in pub 54 members (51.4%) 
a non alchoholic social 28 members (27.6%) 
meal/buffet 48 members (45.7%) 
in the evening 67 members (63.8%) 
in the afternoon 9 members (8.6%) 
in Newcastle 54 members (51 .4%) 
outside Newcastle 41 members (39 . 0%) 

GENERAL <X>NCIDSIONS 

A return of 42% from a postal survey is quite a high response, although obviously one 
would have liked even more replies. In surveys of this type findings have shown that 
those persons who reply are usually the ones who are most interested in the topics 
under survey and that non-respondents are, by and large, satisfied or have no strong 
views on the subject. 

The questionnaire was answered by a broad spectrum of members and clearly indicates 
that they are overwhelmingly in favour of the Club's lecture programme (Q .6), the 
publications policj with regard to both G~e Bulletin (Q.l6 ) and Birds in Northuwbria 
(Q.l8), and feel that they are getting good value for their subscription (Q .20). Th ~ 

percentage of members who participate in Club activities is however variable. The 
Club's library is obviously under used- is it necessary ? The sea watch facilities 
have been used by a large proportion of members and encouragingly nearly two thirds 
of members have taken part in survey work. All must be further publicised and 
developed. 

Perhaps the most disappointing aspect of the survey was the low number of members who 
have taken advantage of field trips. In the answer on venues for field trips (Q.l5) 
it is significant that "local" places are still the most popular. Criticism of the 
various questions was frequently from one member only, but the inclusion of maps of 
county locations in Birds in Northumbria and the production of a new edition of the 
Access Guide seem well worth following up. On the arrangement of social functions 
(Q.25) members have provided some useful statistics for the CamrrUttee to consider -
(a pint and a packet of crisps in a Newcastle pub one evening?). 

In essence the questionnaire returns have confirmed and for the first time quantified 
the suspected feelings and attitudes of the vast majority of the general membership . 
Some areas of activity however are not as satisfactory as they could be, and neither 
the Committee nor the general membership should become complacent about them. 

John C. Day 



MJNIHLY SUM-1ARY - JULY 1986 

Breeding records continued to arrive with the highlights being the Black-necked Grebes 
at last showing signs of success with up to 18 young hatched. Wigeon, at their 
regular site, hatched five broods and a further t'i~U broods of Shovelers were fourrl. 
Night jars were located at a further t'i~U sites in the county. 

Sea-watching produced good nUIIbers of Manx Shearwaters and the first Sooty Shearwaters 
of the autUIIU'l. Nwrbers of Arctic Skuas were not particularly high but a n\liii:)er of 
observers saw a delightful adult IDng-tailed Skua on Holy Island. r-t:>re surprising 
perhaps were the early records of both Red-necked and Slavonian Grebes. 

A Spoonbill graced Cresswell Pond during the evening of 1st but departed quickly. The 
a.l.Irost regular trio of Ring-necked, Ferruginous and Ruddy rucks were all still present 
early in the nx:mth but other unusual birds were scarce. 

A further tw::> Hobbies were seen on 3rd and 19th . 

The pulse of wader passage quickened and many species were reported in coastal 
localities during the m:mth. The first Little Stints and CUrlew Sandpipers appeared 
and strong Whimbrel passage occurred. A juvenile Little Ringed Plover was at Hadston 
on 20th and a n\liii:)er of Black- tailed Gcxiwits were seen. The Terek Sandpiper at 
Hauxley remained only until the evening of 1st and there were, apparently, a n\liii:)er of 
disappointed birders at that site on 2nd. 

A few summer visitors stared to move out of their breeding areas but six Crossbills at 
Hauxley on 13th may have been imnigrants. · 

Other interesting species noted during the month included Hen Harrier, Glaucous and 
Mediterranean Gulls, Turtle Cove and Blue-headed Wagtail. 

~1 ~ 

Founded in 1958. Membership is open to all with a beneficial interest in 
ornithology. It provides a monthly bulletin, indoor meetings, field outings, 
organises surveys and publishes Birds in Northumbria, the annual report for 

the area. 
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CLASSIFIED LIST 

Little Grebe 
Further breeding records included a third, pair at Arcot Pond (three young) ( LJM) , 
at least one brood at Newton Pool (four young) (IF), two broods (one and two young) 
at Seaton Burn (AJJ) and two broods (four young) at Holywell Pond (ISO). A bird 
was sitting on a nest at Rothley on 15th (Ml.C) and a pair were nest-building at 
Capheaton on 18th (RW). 

Great Crested Grebe 
A second pair at Wallsend Swallow Pond had three small young by 30th (IF). Two 
broods were at Angerton on 15th (MLC/AS), a brood of three was at Seaton Burn on 
23rd and a pair were nest building at Arcot Pond on 24th (AJJ). Two young hatched 
at Corbridge by 21st (MR). Up to six adults were at Holywell Pond during the month 
(ES et al). A family party of four were on the sea at Oruridge Bay on lOth <KH/MA) 
and an adult off the IDng Nanny on 19th (ISO). 

Red-necked Grebe 
An early adult, in su:rrmer plurrage, was on the sea at Cresswell on 13th (RO) . 

Slavonian Grebe 
Two were at Holy Island on 20th (M:/ADM). 

Black- necked Grebe 
At the regular breeding site nine-ten pairs had hatched 15- 18 young during the 
month . 

Fulmar 
N. passage occurred on 23rd with 171 at Hauxley and 59 at · St • M:try' s Island 
(HRS/PRJ) . 

Sooty Shearwater 
One flew N. at Seaton Sluice on 23rd (MHp) and nine N. at Hauxley on 24th (MC). 

Manx Shearwater 
Passage was noted at several coastal localities on many dates during the month. At 
Seaton Sluice a total of 612 moved N. during eight hours of sea- watching on various 
dates with a peak o£ 166 on 12th ( MHp) . On 13th 350 flew N. at ·rynerrouth including 
a large flock of about 200 (CB), this moverrent also being noted at Cresswell and 
Beadnell. lOO moved N. at Tynemouth on 23rd and smaller numbers were seen in other 
areas. 

Gannet 
At Seaton Sluice 110 N. on 12th and 50 N. on 24th (MHp). 

Cormorant 
Singles were noted at Holywell and Seaton Burn on several dates (CS/AJJ). 

Grey Heron 
The largest gatherings were 14 at Black IDw on 5th 
6th (WAK) and nine at Foxton/Almouth on 31st (ES) . 

localities . One arrived high from the N.E . at the 
mobbed by up to lOO terns (Sp) (WGJ) . 

Spoonbill 

(JDL), eight at Slaggyford on 
One- six were in eight other 

Farne Islands on 13th and was 

One was at Cresswell Pond during the evening of lst but not reported subsequently 
(LJM et al). 
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Spoonbill 

,-, ---
- --::------...,_ --_-

- --

M..J. te Swan . 
A futher brood of six was at Bolam on 15th ( MLC) . 'lbe number of cygnets at 
Angerton was reduced to two by 1st and at Jesmond Dene only one cygnet had survived 
by 20th (AS/MLC/MPF) . 220 were at Berwick on 22nd (JDL) . 

Grey Lag Goose 
Two flews. at Boulmer on 30th (JSe ) and one was at Colt Crag on 31s t (BNR) . 

Snow Goose 
Two were at Colt Crag on 31s t (BNR). 

Canada Goose 
A family party (six young) was at Hallington on 6th (BNR). 46 were at Colt Crag on 
31st and eight at capheaton on 13th. 

Shelduck 
Further breeding records included two broods (eight and three young) at Druridge 
and one brood (four young) at Hadston on 7th ( IIO • 35 were at Black IIJw on 5th 
(JDL). 

Wigeon 
At the regular breeding site on 27th there were five broods (total ten young) . One 
pair at this site failed to raise a brood. At another site up to 16 adults wer e 
present but there was no evidence of breeding. Three- five were noted at Seaton 
Burn, Derwent Reservoir and H~ly Island Lough . 

Gadwall 
Two were at Holywell Pond on 2nd ( MHp) . 

Teal 
Four broods ( 25 young) were noted at Caistron (MR). Single broods of three young 
and two young were at Threestoneburn and a site in the S . W. of the county 
(AMB/BNR) . Nine- ten were also at Bothal and Seaton Burn (LJM/AJJ) . 

Mallard 
Further breeding records increased t he total of young hatched this season to 119 at 
Seaton Burn, 37 at nolywell Pond and 35 at Wallsend Swallow Pond (AJJ/ISD/IF) . 
Other broods were noted at Hauxley (t wo), Arcot, Blanchland, Ovingham, Wylam and 
Derwent Reservoir. 200 were at Caist ron on 12th/20th (MR) . 
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Shoveler 
Two broods (11 and nine young) were at Seaton Burn during the rronth (AJJ) . 

Pochard 
A further two broods at Holywell Pond on 1st brings the total of young hatched at 
this site to 33 (ISD). 12 were at Arcot Pond on 14th (LJM). 

Ring-necked Duck 
The drake at Holywell Pond was still present on 1st. 

Ferruginous Duck 
The drake at Holywell Pond was with the Ring-necked Duck on 1st. 

Tufted Duck 
·rhere were 13 broods (76 young) at Caistron during the rronth (MR). A further three 
broods at Seaton Burn brought the total of young hatched there to 49 (AJJ) and 
there were five broods (45 young) at Holywell Pond (ISO). Other breeding successes 
included two broods (ten young) at Pawston Lake, two broods (19 young) at Wallsend 
Swallow Pond (ES) and single broods of seven at Grindon Lough and Arcot Pond (BNR/ 
LJM). A total of 75 was at Whittle Dene on 14th (AGH) . 

Scaup 
A drake was at Cresswell Pond on 13th/14th (FH/JRT ) . 

Eider 
740 were at Holy Island on 20th (JDL) . 

Cormon Scoter 
At Sea ton Sluice a total of 133 flew N. and 65 S. during the rronth (MHp) . 
Movements of 5- 40 were noted at five other coastal localities on several dates. 90 
were in Duridge Bay on 5th (MA) . 

Red-breasted Merganser 
11 were off Hadston on 12th (ADMc) . Three flew N .. at Hauxley on 6th (HRS) and two 
were at Cresswell on 13th. 

Goosander 
A brood of nine was on the River Coquet at Caistron on 27th (MR). Five flew N. at 
Slaggyford on 8th (CJ/BNR) and one was at Alnrrouth on 31st (ES) • 

Ruddy Duck 
The drake at Capheaton remained until 18th (RW) . 

Hen Harrier 
A 1 ring-tail 1 was at Budle Bay/Ross Links on 21st and 27th (DPa/JDP). 
latter date it \vas rrobbed by six Arctic Skuas ! 

Sparrowhawk 

On the 

On the coast one-two were at Seaton Sluice and Seaton Delaval on 16th/19th (TAC). 

Kestrel 
Nine were at Gosforth Park on 27th including one fancily party of five (ES). 

Merlin 
Singles were back on the coast at Hadston on 2nd and Holy Island on 27th (WAK/RKS) . 

Hobby 
Single birds were at Druridge Pool on 3rd (AH/GH) and Seaton Burn on 19th (GB/AJJ) . 
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Peregrine 
A single was in one inland locality. 

Black Grouse 
Singles were at Threestoneburn on 5th and Barhaugh on 27th (AMB/BNR) 

Red-legged Partridge 
'1\\D were at caistron on 6th (MR) and singles at Horton on 16th and Newbrough on 
26th ( IJM/RKS) • 

Grey Partridge 
A pair with 16 young were at Horton on 16th ( LJM) . Other broods of 8-14 were noted 
at Threestoneburn, Ovingham, Ladycross, Seaton Burn and Holywell Dene. One at Colt 
Crag on 20th landed on the reservoir for a few seconds before flying to dry land ! 
(BNR) . 

Coot 
Eight broods were noted at Arcot Pond (LJM) and about 20 young at Wallsend Swallow 
Pona on 14th (IF) woere 97 adults present on 21st. 260 were at Seaton Burn on 23rd 
(AJJ) . 

Oystercatcher 
A maximum of 68 was at Cresswell Pond on lOth (MA/KH) where a partial albino bird 
was present on 29th (FH/JECM) . 50 were at Hauxley on 27th (HRS) . Inland a flock 
of 14 were at Derwent Reservoir on 29th (BNR ) . 

Little Ringed Plover 
A juvenile was at Hadston Lake on 20th (KDS/MHp) . 

Ringed Plover 
'1\\D pairs breeding at Caistron reared only one young although a family party of 
five present on 20th probably ca:m:= f ran the nearby River Coquet ( MR) . A nest with 
three eggs was found in rubble durrped on the sea-front at N. Blyth (AMB) • A 
maximum of 15 was at Backworth on 6th (It) • 

Golden Plover 
Birds rroved into coastal localities during the rronth. Ten at Hauxley on 21st 
increased to a maximum of 400 by 24th (HRS), 220 were at Boulmer on 30th (JSe), 120 
at St. fury's Island by 29th ( IDM) and 30- 90 also noted at Holywell, Holy Island 
and Budle Bay. 33 were inland at Caistron on 27th (MR). 

Grey Plover 
Five were at Black Low on 5th (JDL} and a 'few' in Budle Bay on 13th (ADM) . 

Lapwing 
Large post-breeding flocks were 900 at Colt Crag on 20th (BNR), 300 at Caistron on 
27th (MR) and 120-250 at Derwent Reservoir, N'little Dene, Amble and Ilderton Dod 
between 18th- 31st. Smaller numbers noted in four other localities. 

Knot 
Numbers gradually building up during the month with the pasage of returning birds . 
The largest gathering was 300 at Holy Island by 26th (MHp) 30-32 were at Budle Bay 
and Cresswell Pond on 28th/29th (MSH/JRT) and two-six were at St. fury's Island, 
Seaton Sluice, Hauxley and the Coquet Estuary . 

Sander ling 
Six were at Monk's House on 16th (TO) and up to four at Holy Island and Hauxley . 
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Little Stint 
One was at Cresswell Pond on 6th , 25th and 28th with two present on 29th ( JECM/FH 
et all. 

Curlew Sandpiper 
Single adults were at Cresswell Pond on 2nd/3rd and 25th (MHp et al) and Hauxley on 
26th (JEF). 

:i 
1 Purple Sandpiper 

Six were at St. Mary' s Island by 11th (IDM), nine at Tynemouth Pier on 13th (CB) 
and five at funk's House on 16th ('IO). 

Dunlin 
The largest gatherings were 250 at Holy Island on 20th (JDL) and 191 at Cresswell 
Pond on 18th (M.?-\) . Up to 25 were noted at Hauxley, Embleton, and St. Mary' s 
Island. Inland two-ten were at Wallsend Swallow Pond, Backworth, Sea ton Burn, 
Caistron, Grindon and Derwent Reservoir. Distraction display on three territories 
in the S.W. of the county indicated breeding. 

Ruff 
'1\.K) were at Cresswell Pond from lOth incresing to five by 20th (MA/CS) . One-two 
were also at Seaton Burn, Holywell Pond, Druridge Pool and Hauxley during the 
rronth. 

Snipe 
Five-seven were at Backworth, Laverock Hall, and Wallsend Swallow Pond. 

Vbodcock 
One was at Beltingharn on 25th (TMM) . 

Black-tailed Godwit 
One was at Cresswell Pond on 5th and two between 18th- 20th (ES/DRS et al). Four 

I were at Caistron on 17th/18th two remaining until 20th (MR) . TMJ were in Budle Bay 
:1 on 16th/17th (TO) and at Wallsend Swallow Pond on 19th- 21st (IF/JS) . 

I 
I 
I 
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Bar-tailed Godwit 
Numbers at Holy Island increased to a maximum of 250 on 26th (IF) . 70 were in 
Budle Bay on 28th (MSH) and one- seven also seen at St. Mary's Island, Cresswell, 
Hauxley and Boulrrer. On 7th four arrived high from the E. at Hauxley ( IK). 

Whirnbrel 
Passage reported throughout the rronth with many records. At Boulrrer birds were 
rroving SSW alrrost daily between 26th- 31st with a maximum of 25 on 30th (JSe) . On 
31st a very large total of about lOO were in Budle Bay (ADMc). One-twelve were 
seen in a further ten coastal localities on many dates. 

Curlew 
About 860 were at Black Low on 5th (JDL) and lOO at Budle Bay on 28th (MSH). 50 
were at Hauxley on 7th (HRS) and 46 at St. l>1a.ry' s Island on 29th ( IDM) . Inland 51 
roosted on" Hexharnshire Ccmron on 2nd (BNR) . 

Spotted Redshank 
One was in Budle Bay on 27th/28th (RKS/MSH). 

Red shank 
75 flew N. in one hour at Seaton Sluice on 12th (MHp) . The largest gatherings were 
250 at Black Low on 5th (JDL), 150 at the Coquet Estuary on 30th (EMY) and lOO at 
Hauxley and Budle Bay on 27th/28th (HRS/MSH) 30-60 were also at Backworth and 
Cresswell Pond . 
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Greenshank 
Up to six were at Black ww/Beal on 5th and 
eight, mainly coastal localities after 4th. 
between 6th-27th (MR). 

Green Sandpiper 

15th (JDL/TO). One-two were noted- in 
Further inland one was at Caistron 

Singles were at Back worth on 1st ( Mip/ JM) , Arcot on 3rd ( MJS) and Embleton , Newton 
and Seaton Burn between 19th-31st. Inland one was at Caistron between 6th-20th 
(MR). 

Terek Sandpiper 
The bird at Hauxley Pool remained only until 1st. 

Corraron Sandpiper 
One-four were seen in 12 coastal localities during the rronth although seven were at 
Hadston on 26th and at Alnmouth on 31st (MHp/ES et al). 

Turns tone 
39-40 were at Cresswell and St. Mary's Island on 29th (JRT/IDM) and 30 at Coquet 
Estury on 31st (EMY) . Six flew W. over Seaton Burn on 22nd (AJJ) and two over 
Holywell Pond on 27th (CS) . 

Arctic Skua 
Although passage was not ooted as heavy, birds were seen throughout the rronth . A 
total of 16 flew N. and fiveS. in ten hours sea-watching at Seaton Sluice (MHp ) . 
Up to 20 were in Budle Bay on three dates ( DPa/CB) , 16 at St. Mary' s Island on 
31st (KDS ) and up to nine at Holy Island (JOP ) . One- six were in a further seven 
coastal localities . 

wng-tailed Skua 
An adult was present on Holy Island on 11th/12th and 17th and gave excellent views 
to several observers (TMM/TB/ICM et al ) . 

~-t-- , l......,.d Sk...Jo. . 
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Great Skua 
Singles flying N. were seen at Cresswell on 11th, Sea ton Sluice and Beadnell on 
12th and St. 1'1ary' s Island on 23rd ( MHp/~/IF) . On 20th singles rroved both N. and 
S. at Blyth . 
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Mediterranean Gull 
An adult in surrrrer plumage was at St. Mary's Island on 7th and 12th (JAW/IH/KWR) 
and ah~st certainly the same bird at Seaton Sluice on 11th (PRJ). 

Little Gull 
Birds were _present at Cresswell Pond between 2nd-14th with a maximum of six, 
including four adults, on lOth (KH/MA et al). Records of other adults included two 
at Seaton Sluice on 20th (CS), three at Tyne Estuary on 21st (DMI'), one S. at 
Seaton Sluice on 22nd (.MHp) and at Tynerrouth on 24th and 26th (CB). 

Black-headed Gull 
Inland roost counts included 900 at Scots wood on 1st, 190 at Colt Crag on 20th 
increasing to 3,100 by 31st. A rroverrent of gulls down the S. Tyne valley towards 
Alston on 20th involved mainly this species (BNR) . 

CollliDn Gull 
'IW:> pairs reared five young at a site in S. of the county. 
Crag increasing to 8,500 by 31st, nearly all adults (BNR). 
18th (AMB) . 

Lesser Black-backed Gull 

340 roosted at Colt 
50 were at Calder on 

A very weak flying juvenile was seen at a rroorland site on 27th suggesting local 
breeding. A bird showing the characteristics of the Scandinavian race was at St. 
Ma.ry' s Island on 8th ( IDM) . 

Glaucous Gull 
A first summer bird was in the North Shields/Tynemouth area between 3rd- 27th (DMT/ 
CB) and probably the same bird at Blyth on 21st and flying S . at Seaton Sluice on 
23rd (MHp) . 

Great Black-backed Gull 
82 were at the Tyne Estuary on 1st (DMT) . 

Kittiwake 
A nest with two young was on a building at Newcastle Quayside (MSH) . 1,000 were in 
the Tyne Estuary area on 6th increasing to 2,000 on 7th (CB). 580 flew N. off 
Berwick on 19th (JDL) . Single juveniles, perhaps the san-e bird, were at Seaton 
Burn on 20th, 23rd and 27th (AJJ) . 

Sandwich Tern 
70 were at Hauxley on 1st · (CMA). Numbers building up at Tynemouth Haven with a 
maxDnwffi of 96 on 6th. The first juveniles were noted here on 19th. 

Roseate Tern 
One-two were at Tynemouth Haven between 1st-12th 
Shields Fish Quay .on 4th with one on 25th (DMT). 
and two at Black Low on 13th (JDL) . 

"Conmic Tern" 

(AH/CB) and two were at North 
One was at Hauxley on 3rd (JAW) 

A 'portlandica' type bird was at Tynemouth on 1st (AH) . 

Corruron Tern 
Five were at Seaton Burn on 8th and one- two between 12th- 24th (AJJ). Two were at 
Wallsend Swallow Pond for rrost of the rronth (IF) and three flew N. over Heddon on 
9th (JSB) . 

Auks (Sp) 
One hour sea- watches at Sea ton Sluice on 12th and 24th produced 40 N. and 70 N. 
respectively (MHp). 

. 1 



9 

Puffin 
Noted moving N. on several dates at Seaton Sluice with a maximum of 35 per hour on 
23rd (MHp). 

Stock Dove 
·rhree were at Hauxley on 26th (HRS) . 

Turtle Dove 
One was at Hadston on 2nd (CB) . 

CUckoo 
Singles were at Druridge Pool on 3rd (AH), Hauxley on 5th (MBS) and Seaton Burn on 
8th (AJJ). 

Barn OWl 
A pair attempted to breed in the Dalton area but failed (RW) . One-two were seen at 
Druridge on 2nd and 8th (AOMc/GAF). 

Little OWl 
Singles were at Acklington and E. Thirston on 8th (ETN/JRN) and 15th (JMA) and at 
Great Wbittingham on 31st (RW). 

Tawny OWl 
One was at Prior's Park on 15th (CB ) . 

Long-eared OWl 
One was at Gunnerton on 20th (TMM/TB) • 

Short-eared OWl 
Three young were reared at one nest in the S . of the county . One was at Hauxley on 
21st (HRS). 

Nightjar 
Single birds were found in a further two sites in the county during the month. 

Swift 
The largest gatherings were 300 at Holywell on 4th (MHp) and 200 at Seaton Burn on 
19th ( AJJ) • 15 were feeding around Inner Far ne on 13th ( 'i\GJ) and 60 moved S. at 
Hauxley on 21st (HRS). 

Kingfisher 
Four at Mitford on 14th included at least one juvenile indicating successful 
breeding and an adult entering a nest-hole at this locality on 16th may indicate a 
second clutch (AOMc). One-two were al3o seen at Ponteland, Corbridge, Beltingham 
and Caistron. 

Green Woodpecker 
One at the Harthope Valley on 20th (GAF) and two at Slaley Forest on 31st (CJ) were 
the only records. 

Sand Martin 
About eight were entering nest-holes at Foxton on 5th (GSR). 40 were at Reaveley 
Greens on 18th (AMB) and 20 at Seaton Burn on 22nd (AJJ). 

Swallow 
About 40 per hour movea S. at Seaton Sluice during the afternoon of 30th (CMA) . 

l 
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House Martin 
About ten pairs were nesting at Warkworth bridge (KIB) • lOO were at Sea ton Burn 
and 30-40 at St. Mary 1 s Island and Wallsend Swallow Pond on 2lst/22nd {AJJ/IF) . 

Tree Pipit 
One was still singing at Angerton on lst (MLC) . 

Meadow Pipit 
Up to 120 were on Holy Island on 20th (JDL) . 

Yellow Wagtail 
Ten were at Hauxley on 27th CHRS) and 16 at St. .Mary 1 s Island on 31st (KDS) . One
seven were in six other coastal localities. 

Blue-headed Wagtail 
At Backworth on 4th a male was with seven Yellow Wagtails including several 
juveniles (DY/SY) . 

Grey Wagtail 
At least one pair bred successfully in Jesrrond Dene (MPF) . A family party was at 
Allenbanks on 26th (RKS) • 

Pied Wagtail 
Five young were 
Threestoneburn 
season in that 
on 22nd (JDL). 

Redstart 

reared in a hollow log nailed to Sandy Bankier 1 s cottage wall at 
Many family parties in Coquetdale indicated a good breeding 

area (IK/BG). On the coast the largest gathering was 18 at Berwick 

Several were collecting food · in the Slaggyford area on 12th (ES/WTL ) and one-two 
preesent all rronth at Threestoneburn (AMB) . 

Wbinchat 
Five pairs were feeding young at Thrunton on l8t.h (GAF) . Two were at Cresswell 
Pond on 20th (CS) . 

Stonechat 
The second brood was still near the Long Nanny early in the rronth (ES/KIB) . 

Wbeatear 
Many family parties were in Coquetdale on 5th ( IK/BG) and others noted in several 
areas around W. Woodburn <r.H/JH). One was at Hauxley on 27th (HRS) . 

Mistle Thrush 
Ten were at Rothley Park on 15th (MLC/AS) and 25 at Barhaugh on 27th (BNR) . 

Grasshopper Warbler 
·rwo were still 1 reeling 1 at Sea ton Burn up to 21st {AJJ et al) and singles were 
also heard at Prestwick Carr (GB), Hadston on 7th/14th (IK/JRT) and Heddon between 
19th-30th {JSB). 

Sedge Warbler 
Small numbers noted in five coastal localities. 

Lesser Whitethroat 
One was collecting food at Arcot on 20th and 27th indicating breeding (ES/MBS). 
One-two were at Corbridge on 11th (MR) . 
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Whitethroat 
Family parties were noted at Earsdon, Ordley and Newton. 

Wood Warbler 
Three were at Cragside on lst (MPF). 

Chiffchaff 
Eight were singing at Cragside on lst (MPF) and one-two were singing in three other 
localities up to 15th. 

Willow Warbler 
Singles were noted on the coast from 25th. 

Goldcrest 
One was at Prior's Park on 12th (AH). 

Spotted Flycatcher 
They were seen in about nine widespread areas including several family parties. 
This species seems to be well-represented in the county this summer. 

Pied Flycatcher 
One-two were noted at Harthope and Threestoneburn. 

Long-tailed Tit 
A family party was at Harbottle on lOth ( I.K ) . 

Marsh Tit 
Three were at Cragside on lst (MPF) . 

Willow Tit 
One in Prior's Park on 12th was an unusual record (AH) . 

Nuthatch 
An apparent family party was seen in Jesrrond Dene on 18th (TMM) . 

Jay 
Three were at Ladycross, feeding on a gooseberry bush, on 28th (CJ) . 

Chaff inch 
Flocks of 45-50 were at Newbiggin and Juniper on 23rd and 30th (BNR) . 

Greenfinch 
A pair were nest-building at Seaton Sluice on 28th (CMA) . 

Si skin 
One-three were noted at Happy Valley, Harbottle and Threestoneburn. 

Linnet 
Ai:x:>Ut 200 were near St. Mary's Island on 19th (IDM) and 25-40 noted at Slaley and 
Caistron. 

Redpoll 
On the coast one was at Tynerrouth on 13th and two on 29th (CB) . 

Crossbill 
A maximum of 16 was at Slaley on 16th (CJ) . 
suggest immigration (HRS ) . 

About six at Hauxley on 13th may 
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Hawfinch 
Birds were present in Jesmond Dene for most of the month (MPF) . 

Corn Bunting 
One-two were at Horton, Shankhouse, Backworth, Cresswell, Druridge, Boulrner, Newton 
and E. Thirston. 

Please send all August records, in Voous order, to Mike S. Hodgson, 45 Elrntree 
Gardens, Whitley Bay, NE25 8QX by 8th September, 1986. 

C.M. Adarnson 
J.M. Almond 
M. Armstrong 
A.M. Bankier 
K.I. Barratt 
M. Bell 
J .s. Booth 
AI & G Bowman 
C. Bradshaw 
T. Brereton 
TA & ML Cadwall~1der 
M. Carr 
I . Chadwick 
I.S. Davidson 
R. Dunn 
G.A. Fenwick 
J.E. Fergusson 
I. Fisher 
M.P. F'rankis 
B. Galloway 
L. Hall 
M. Hepple 
A.G. Hetherington 
M.S. Hodgson 

LIST OF CONTRIBUTORS 

F. Hopkin 
J & M Howat 
S. Humble 
A. Hutt 
K. Huxley 
A. Janes 
C. Jewitt 
W. G. Johnson 
A.J . Johnston 
P .R. Jones 
W.A. Kelly 
I. Kerr 
R. Lawson 
W. T. Logan 
J . D. Lough 
P. C. Lowry 
I.e. Macdonald 
L. J . McDougall 
A. D. M:: Levy 
J & JEC Malloy 
T .M. Melling 
I.D . M::x:lrhouse 
A.D. MJuld 
Er & JR Norris 

Indoor Meeting - Thursday 11th September, 1986 

T. Oliphant 
J.D. Parrack 
D. Patterson 
K.W. Regan 
M. Richardson 
L. Robson 
B.N. Rossiter 
G.S. Rushbrooke 
D.R. Shannon 
M. J . Sharp 
K.D . Shaw 
M.B . Shaw 
E. Slack 
c. Smith 
J. Steele 
R.K. Stephenson 
A. Stimpson 
J . Sweeney 
J .R. Todd 
D.M. Turner 
R. Walton 
J.A. Wright 
E.M. Young 
D & S Younger 
Hauxley Ringing Station 

Th~ first indoor meeting of the 1986/87 season will be held in the Physics Lecture 
Theatre, Newcastle University at 7.00 p.m. Our speaker will be Bob Spencer who 
will give a talk entitled 'Birds in Winter'. 

Field Trip - Holy Island 

There will be a field trip to Holy Island on Sunday 28th September, 1986 . If you 
have a spare seat in your car and can give a lift to another member or if you 
require a lift, please contact Colin Bradshaw (tel. 2572389). Everyone should 
n>eet at the main car park on the island at 9. 30 a .m. The leader for the day will 
be Ian Kerr . 

Little Grebe SUrvey 

Would members who volunteered to help with this survey please ensure that their 
completed survey forms (including Nil returns) are returned to the survey organiser 
Alan Johnston, 27 Park View, Wideopen, Newcastle NE13 6lli as soon as r::ossible . 
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The M:>ths and Butterflies of Northunt>erland and ruiham 
Part one of this publication (ex>vering .Macrolepidoptera) is expected towards the 
end of the year. The Northern Naturalists' Union, who are producing the book, are 
offering concessionary rates (£4.50 to members of N.N.U., £6.00 to non-members) for 
orders received by 31st August. It will comprise of approx 300 pages with 
distribution maps and there will be only a limited printing. 
If you wish to order a copy you should send a cheque (and include £1. 00 for postage 
and packing) , made payable to Northern Naturalists' Union, to T. C. Dunn, Hon. 
Editor/Treasurer, The Poplars, Durham Road, Chester-le-Street, Co. Durham DH3 3LY. 

Northumbria's Merlins -Request for Information 
As members will know, the breeding ecology of the Merlin has been the subject of a 
long-running study in Northwnberland which has yielded a wealth of information 
about Britain's only raptor whose numbers are showing a steady and very worrying 
decline. 
Much less is known about Merlin rrovernents and activities outside the breeding 
season. Many of them certainly rrove to the coast where perhaps rrost people see 
them, but the Winter Atlas project also confirmed that others remain inland during 
winter. 
During the coming autumn and winter the club v.uuld like to receive all records of 
Merlin sightings wnether coastal or inland as the first stage of a proposed study 
of their wintering activities and requirements. 
Dr . Peter Lack of the B.T.O. is to provide details of all the Winter Atlas 
sightings for Northumbria and this should giye us very valuable baseline data for 
the forthcoming study. 
The aim is to collect details of all sightings which should be entered on record 
cards and sent to Mike Hodgson in the usual way. If possible, observers are asked 
to give details of the sex of the bird and any notes about its activity - hunting, 
resting etc. and the time of day for the sighting. 
It is hoped that the information gathered could eventually form the basis of a 
paper on wintering Merlins. 

County Records Cornndttee - proposed constitutional amendment. 
After long discussion between the club cornrrUttee and members of the present records 
comrrUttee the following proposed amendment to section SB of the constitution will 
be presented for discussion at the October AGM. 
Your committee are unanimously recommending the change and propose that the section 
should read as follows: "Each of the elected members shall not serve for more than 
three consecutive years. Each shall not be eligible for re-election until 12 
months has elapsed since their last tenn of office on .the records conmittee" 

Proposed 
Seconded 

- C. Bradshaw 
J .C. Day 

IMPORTANT OOTE FOR ALL MEMBERS 
Subscriptions 1986/87 and Deed of Covenant 

Members are reminded that annual subscriptions will fall due on the 1st October, 
1986. 
The club is now fully registered as a Charity and as such can ask rrembers to 
consider covenanting their subscriptions for a period of four years. 
Eddie Slack, who has been guiding the committee through the process of registration 
for over a year now, has prepared an information sheet and examples of the two 
forms required to covenant your subscription. 
Please take the ti1re to read his notes and consider covenanting your subscription . 
We hope to have the forms available at the Septsnber and subsequent indoor meetings 
but if you normally re-subscribe by post t hen forms will be available fran our 
Treasurer, John Day, 2 Grange Avenue, Benton, Newcastle Upon Tyne. 

. l 



NORTHUMBERLAND & TYNESIDE BIRD CLUB 

CHARITABLE STATUS 

The Charity Commissioners accepted the Clubs application for registration 
as a charity with effect from 29th May 1986 (Charity No. 517641). 

One of the advantages of charitable status is to enable the Club to claim 
repayment of income tax on covenanted subscriptions which will amount to: 

£3.68 on the present ordinary subscription of £9.00 
£4.08 on the present family subscription of £10.00 

Some facts about covenants to charities: -

I. Who should enter into a covenant? 
Any member who is a taxpayer to at least the gross amount of the annual 
subscription, that is, £12.68 on the present £9.00 ordinary subscription 
£14.08 on the present family subscription. 

2. Are there any disadvantages? 
There are NO disadvantages to a taxpayer of a covenanted subscription 
to a charity, the gross amount being allowed as an allowable deduction 
from your income and those fortunate enough to be higher rate tax 
payers gain a f urther advantage since r elief is given at the higher 
rate payable . 

3 . Who should not enter in to covenan ts ? i: ·~ :: s . ::=> ... 
Non- taxpaye r s , fo r example , students , the unemployed, pensioners on 
basic state benef its . In short those who do not pay income tax. 
(NOTE! Legally any one can enter into a deed of covenant, even a 
non- taxpayer, but the member may be assessed for the amount of 
income tax recovered by the Club) . 

If any members are doubtful they can consult Eddie Slack , (Tel. Office 
2612121 Home 2813901) in complete confidence . 

4. What if I cease to be a member within 4 years? 
In practice - nothing - the Club will not claim the subscription nor 
reclaim the income tax - and you do not claim the deduction on your 
tax return. 

5. Completion of the covenant (copy attached) 
The amount is your subscription, £9.00 for present ordinary membership 
and £10.00 for present family membership. 
It should be signed and witnessed, but not by a relative. 
If MUST be dated before PAYMENT of your subscription . 

6. What disclosure is required by the Inland Revenue 
Simply enter the gross amount of your subscription to the nearest £ 
in the relevant section of your Income Tax Return ,.,hich is £13 for 
present ordinary membership arid £14 for present family membership. 
A.r-\.=. 

7. Are there any other forms to complete? 
Only a Form RI85(AP) an example of which is attached , and which , for 
administrative reasons , is best completed at the same time as the 
covenant . 



We strongly recommend all members who a~taxpayers to complete a deed of 

covenant and Form RI85(AP) a very simple exercise with no disadvantages 

to the member but considerable financial advantages to the Club. An the 

present basic rate of income tax 200 covenants at £9.00 would result in a 

tax repayment of £736 !! 

Please join the covenantors - millions of others have with other charities 

- as the RSPB, National Trust, it must be right. 

FILL IN THE FORMS AND HELP THE CLUB 

Eddie Slack August 1986 

EXAMPLE OF RI85(AP) 

. . 

Certificate of deduction of Income Tax - Annual payment under Deed of COllenant. 

·. Oniy use this form if income tax has been deducted from the payment 
' 

. 

. . . NORTHUMBERLAND & TYNESIDE BIRD CLUB · . 
I certify mat on pay1ng to .......... - .......... _ ...................... ............................................................................................... ...................................................

............... .. 

· 2 GRANGE AVENUE, BENTON, NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE, NE12 ~PN . . 
of .. , __ ,_ .......... - ................................................................................. .. ................................. ............................... ....... .......... ....

.... ... .. .................... .......................... . 

the amount shown below in column 2 I deducted the income tax shown in column 3, and that th is tax has been or wilt be paid by me either directly or by 

deduction from other income when received by me. 

Annual payment under 
Deed of Covenant · 
executed on -

Gross.payment 

or 

2 

12 68 
14 08 

.......... - ..... ~ ....................... , 
Enrer 

. in 
CAPITAL 
J•rters 
p/~~ 

Payer's name and address 

If you are employed, your 
employer's name and address 

OR-tf a company or if you 
are in oosin8U' 
the business address 

Oi~rict and reference to 
which Tax Aet\Jrns are made 
(if known! 

Income tax 
deducted by me 

3 
£ • 

I 

3 :68 
4 . :os 

Net payment 

4 

£: 
' 9 :00 

10 !oo 

Postcode 

Postcode 

Date pa id 

5 

Consacutive 
numbef' of 
annual paym9n: 

6 

1 

PINse do not 'r<trlte In tiMI spaces t»>ow 

. olsuicr sramp 

• • : \ .. .. ... ~ ;. · ·;. : • • :"' • • • • • • , j 

.:·Sl~a~u~aj.~.i.: :~: .. <.:;~.:~-: .. ·.:.:. ::;~~r::~~; ..... ·: ~-:: .. ;. ... ~-~-:: .. ;:~:·.::~:~ ... :.-.· ~-;~~: .. :~::: : ;~., .. ,../.: .. ~: ... :)~·::{··::>~··:.· .. ~·.; .. ;,,:~ ... ,;:: .. , . , .. :~ ,· -~ · ' ... ·. 
:' This form should_be SX]n&d·oy tile P.,f30n a&dqctf!lg t11e'tax8lld respon&ble for accountJngiorf!fO the RweniJ11. Wlieff3 that pet3on 

~ : ·.· .... 
.. ... ,. 

. . -
!; il ded_uctJn'g_~.foe his en:'PioVer as -~~tu'/;' CIMIJier-91C..~C!Ji;l ,5/!ovfli!t)(t s~red. ' . · ~ . ; ..: . ·. '. ~-. :- ;. . .. 

. ~ . 
- :: 

· . · ·. ·::· · · · . Tl;f!:person recaiv1ng th'e· paymenfis.-shauid keep this form; I~ will be needed as 
'R1SS(AP) evidence of tax deducted if a cfa/m tc:;'rallef from tax Is made. · · · 

. ' 

Pr in ted In tne UK tor HMSO. 33936a6. 4/84, 5629 ... 
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DEED OF COVENANT 

I ...................................... . 
(Full name in capitals) 

0 f ..................................... . 

...................................... 
(Full address in capi~als) 

hereby covenant with the NORTHUMBERLAND & TYNESIDE BIRD 

CLUB ("the charity") that for the term of four years (or 

during my lifetime whichever period is the shorter) will 

pay annually to the funds of the charity out of my taxed 

income a net sum of £ (or such sum equivalent to 

the annual membership subscription whichever is the greater). 

Dated this day of 198 

Signed, sealed and delivered by 

In the presence of: 

Signature of witness 

I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I 

Address .......................... 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
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MJNTHLY SUl+1ARY - AIJGOST 1986 

The weather during August rould be fairly described as poor. Temperatures were below. 
normal in all areas, rainfall was well above average and it was dull with about 
boo-thirds of the normal arcounts of sunshine. Winds during the first half carre fran 
the west to south -t...est. Between the 25th -27th the passage of a low, caused by 
'Hurricane Charley', across the British Isles produced very heavy rainfall and strong 
N .E. winds resulting in an interesting, if uncomfortable, period for observers. 

Sea-watchers were rewarded with reasonable numbers of Manx and Sooty Shearwaters, and 
Panarine, Arctic arrl Great Skuas. 'llie highlights offshore, however, t...ere a Little 
Shearwater rroving N. at Tynerrouth on 18th and a sub-adult I.ong-tailed Skua at Sea ton 
Sluice on 24th. Both Teal and Wigeon were rroving N. from 24th. Enterprising ringers 
have had reasonable success in catching Storm Petrels using tape rerordings rut rrost 
unexpected was the capture of a Is.dl' s Petrel at Ballmer on 17th. Up to three 
Mediterranean Gulls were in the Tyne Estuary and a number of Black Terns were 
reported. There were indications of return passage of Canada Geese but a Pink-footed 
Goose was a little out of season. As usual wader passage continued throughout the 
rronth including Little Stints, CUrlew Sandpipers, good numl::ers of ~imbrel, two Little 
Ringed Plovers arrl a Temninck' s Stint. Perhaps the best waders ~e at least three 
Red-necked Phalaropes whidl obliged many people over a period of four days. During 
this period an influx of Ruff reSllted in SOI'l'k: large gatherings on recent flcx:xi
waters . A very early Jack Snipe appeared near St. M:iry' s Island on 27th. 

The period of north-easterlies during the last week 
of the rronth caused a 'fall' of night migrants along 
the coast. In addition to the typical species sudl 
as Pied Flycatchers and Redstarts there t...ere at 
least 13 Wrynecks, seven Red-backed Shrikes, seven 
Reed Warblers and t~ . Red-breasted Flycatchers. 
More iinpressi ve were ~ Greenish Warblers trapped 
at Prior's Park on 27th and Hauxley on 28th. 
Perhaps the most interesting record during the rronth 
was t~ Redwings at Prudhoe on 13th. Early 
ifllnigrants ? 

Altogether quite an exciting rronth with other interesting species being Garganey, ~ 
Hen Harriers, several Q,lail, Corncrake, Glaurous Gull, Black Guillerrot and tv.o Barred 
Warblers. 

Founded in 1958. Membership is open to all with a beneficial interest in 
ornithology. It provides a monthly bulletin, indoor meetings, field outings, 
organises surveys and publishes Birds in Northumbria, the annual report for 

thP. area_ 
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CIASSIFIED LIST 

Red-throated Diver 
One was off Cresswell on lOth and between 22nd-3lst one-two were seen at St. Mary 1 s 
Isla.rrl, Sea ton Sluire, Cresswell, Craster, Bamburgh, Ross and Holy Island. 

Little Grebe 
Family parties still present at Newton Pool, Holywell, Arcot and Wallsend Swallow 
Pond but no young seen at Seaton Burn. One-five noted on five other waters. 

Great Crested Grebe 
Breeding attempts at caistron and Arcot both failed (MR/IJM). Birds were still 
present on several typical waters and singles were on Druridge Pool and Hadston 
Lake on 30th/31st (KIB/ISD). Singles were on the sea at Druridge and Cresswell on 
3rd (GB ) and three were off Hadston on 31st (MA) • 

Black-necked Grebe 
Nine well-grown young were at the regular breeding site on 19th. A moulting adult 
was at Colt Crag on 30th (BNR) . 

Fulmar 
350 per hour moved N. at Sea. ton Sluice on lOth (.MHp) , heavy N. passage was noted at 
Haux.ley on 22nd./23rd (HRS) a.rrl 160 per hour N. at Holy Island on 30th (JRT/KWY) . A 
dark phase bird flews. at Sea.ton Sluice on 13th (KDS) . 

Shearwater ( Sp) 
A large brown and white shearwater off St. Mary 1 s Island on 23rd may have been a 
Cory 1 s (BB ) • 

Sooty Shearwater 
16 flew N. and one S. at Tynernouth on 6th (AH) and singles N. at St. Mary 1 s Island 
on 8th and Berwick on 9th (KDS/JDL) . After 17th they were noted allrost daily from 
several localities with the highest counts being 79 N. at Seaton Sluice on 24th 
(KDS/.MHp), 118 N. at CUllercoats on 25th (KW) and a total of 37 N. and three S. at 
Annstead between 24th- 28th (CK) . About 20 were seen from the boat-trip out of 
Tynernouth on 23rd (CB) . 

Manx Shearwater 
Passage was ooted on many dates throughout the month. The heaviest moverrents 
involved 42 N. at Seaton Sluice on 7th (.MB), 30 N. and six S. at St. Mary 1 s Island 
on 8th (KDS), 50 N. at Seaton Sluice on 9th and 197 N. on 24th (MHp/NJW), 68 N. at 
Tynernouth on 25th (CB) when 134 N. at CUllercoats where 246 N. on 30th/31st (KW) . 

Little Shearwater 
A small shearwater flying N. at Tynernouth on 18th was considered to be this species 
(KDS/MPC/AH). Detailed notes have been submitted and if accepted this will be the 
first definite record for the county. Both previous records in September 1946 and 
August 1961 are open to sorre doubt. 

Storm Petrel 
Several ringers have been attempting to attract this species using a tape-recording 
of their calls. At Haux.ley two were trapped on lOth and about 10 were attracted . 
Efforts on 23rd attracted about 23, ten being trapped including one carrying a ring 
frc:m elsewhere . Further singles were present on 25th and 30th (HRS) . Four were 
trapped at BouJ..mer on 17th ( MPC) . 

Leach 1 s Petrel 
One was trapped at Boulrrer, with Storm Petrels, on 17th (MPC) . '!his is the first 
record since 1980, all previous records being prior to 1954 . 
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Storm Petrel 

Gannet 
600 flew S. at Tynem::>uth on 6th (AH) . Strong N. passage was noted between 
23rd-3lst with up to 750 per hour ' noted at CUllercoats, St. Mary's Islam, Seaton 
Sluice , Cresswell, Hauxley , Ross and Holy Island. 

Conrorant 
52 were at Berwick Harbour on 16th (DPa) and 21 at Tyne Estuary on 30th (D.Ml') . 

One-two visited Seaton Burn. 

Shag· 
43 were at Berwick Little Beach on 9th (JDL) . 

Grey Heron 
The largest gatherings were 19 at the Coquet Estuary on 25th (EMY ) , ll at the 
Berwick by-pass on 31st ( JDL ) and six at Foxton on 2nd ( ES) • One-four were at ten 
other localities. 

M.lte Swan 
299 were at Berwick Harbour on 13th (JDL ) . A pair with five cygnets were a t 
Killingworth Lake on 1st ( LJM ) . 

Pink-footed Goose 
One was at Berwick Harbour on 8th (JDL). 

Grey Lag Goose 
Six were at Budle Bay between lst- 3rd (CK ) and up to 11 in the Holywell/Arcot area 
during the rronth. 

Canada Goose 
90 roosted at Colt Crag on 11th (BNR ) . On 16th 117 flew S. at Hauxley (HRS), 34 
were at Holywell Pond (IR/ JRI' ) and ten flew S. at Cresswell (JP ) . One-eight were 
also ooted at Fenham Flats, Derwent Reservoir, Brenkley and Kielder Water . 

Shelduck. 
20 flew N. at Alnrrouth on 13th (CDH ) , 25 N. at Hauxley on 31st (HRS ) and 15 flewS. 
at Coquet Estuary on 20th (EMY ) . Inland a juvenile was at Caistron between 
3rd-14th (MR/PM) , others at Arcot on 24th (MJS ) and Wallsend Swallow Pond between 
25th-30th ( WI'L ) and tm at Prestwick carr between 29th- 31st (MRS/IK ) . 
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Wigeon 
Only small nll!I'b=rs noted on a few waters during the rronth. However N. passage was 
evident from 24th when 340 off CUllercoats (KW), 215 in two hours at Seaton Sluice 
(MHp), 245 in lt hours at Ross (JDP) and 443 at Holy Island (JDL). A total of 384 
flew N. at Annstead between 24th-28th (CK) . 

Gad wall 
A rnaxbnwn of seven was at Cresswell on 23rd (JRT), four were at Holy Island Lough 
on 3rd (JDL) and one-b.o at Druridge Pool. 

Teal 
N. passage was oonspicuous offshore late in the rronth. On 24th 515 rroved N. in two 
hours at Seaton Sluice (MHp), 456 at CUllercoats (KW), 435 at Ross (JDP) and 334 at 
Holy Island (JDL) with smaller nll!I'b=rs in other coastal localities. A total of 850 
rroved N. at Annstead between 24th-28th (CK) and 302 N. at CUllercoats on 30th (KW). 
5-45 were on about seven waters. 

Mallard 
Numbers at Caistron increased to 400 by rnid-rronth (MR) . 240 were at Seaton Burn on 
8th (AJJ) and 123 at Derwent Reservoir on 29th (BNR) . A brood of six was at Bothal 
on 13th (MSH) . 

Pintail 
About 30 were at Druridge on 27th (CW) and two at Cresswell on 31st (MA) . 

Garganey 
One was at Cresswell on 31st (MA). 

Shoveler 
The largest gatherings were 31 at Seaton Burn on 8th (AJJ), 30 at Cresswell on 24th 
(MSH) and 20-21 at Holywell and Druridge on 13th and 27th (ISD/CW) . One- 17 were at 
seven other waters . 

Pochard 
29 at Seaton Burn on 30th (AJJ) was the largest gathering. 

Tufted Duck 
Further broods included three (total seven young) at Whittle Dene (CCH) , one (three 
young) at Corbridge (MR) and another of four young at Wallsend Swallow Pond (IF) . 
44 were at Colt Crag on 30th (BNR) and 5-20 at Tynerrouth Boating Lake, Prestwick 
carr and Seaton Burn. 

Scaup 
Five were at Druridge on 16th and four on 30th (ES/KDS) . One was at Cresswell Pond 
on 30th/31st (KWY/ JRI') • 

Eider 
153 were at Football Hole on 17th (RKS) and 400 at BouJ.Jrer on 19th (ErN/JRN) . 

Cornron Scoter 
About 250 were off Hadston on 2nd (KH) . On 24th 130 flew N. at Ross (JDP), 145 at 
Holy Island (JDL) and 113 at CUllercoats (KW) . Smaller nwnbers were rroving at 
other coastal localities on several dates. 

Velvet Scoter 
One flewS. at Hadston on 2nd (KH) , three N. at Seaton Sluice on 23rd (BB ) and one 
N. at St . Mary's Island on 27th (SC ) . 

I 
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Goldeneye 
One was at Hadston Lake on 9th and 14th (KDS/W\) . 

Red-breasted Merganser 
One at Hauxley on 2nd was the only record (ISD/ES) . 

Goosander 
39 -were at Caistron on 17th (MR) and three at Derwent Reservoir on 29th (BNR) . 
Interesting coastal records involved one at Boul.rrer on 24th (P&PM), 16 S. at 
Tynemouth on 25th (CB), three at Hauxley on 27th and one at Hartley on 29th (SY) . 

Hen Harrier 
One was in the Holy Island/Ross area from 3rd ( JDL et al) • A • ring-tail' was at 
Chatton on lOth (WAK) . 

Sparrowhawk 
One-two were at Hauxley on several dates during the m:mth (HRS ) and singles in 
about eight coastal localities, and one-two in six other areas. 

Kestrel 
One-three ooted in about ten widespread areas. 
Ross Links during the rronth . Both had been 
perhaps by a Peregrine (JDP ) . 

M:rlin 

Two juveniles were found dead on 
struck at the base of the skull , 

At least three were on Holy Island on 25th (CB/Of) and singles were seen in five 
coastal and four inland localities dur ing the month . 

Hobby 
Ore crossed the River Tyne towards Srotswood on 2nd ( MPF) • Others -were at Hauxley 
on 24th ( HRS ) and Hexham on 31st (KD). 

Peregrine 
One flew E. at West Denton on 4th (IIO. Other singles were at Holy Island on 9th , 
30th/31st (PWN et al ) and Hauxley on 31st ( HRS ) . Another chased a CUckoo at Ross 
Links on 24th (JDP) . 

Red Grouse 
60 were on a fell at Hexhamshire on l Oth and two • shoots • in the S. W. produced 
average numbers for the time of year (CJ) . 

Red-legged Partridge 
Two pairs near Ryal managed to rear one young only (JSt ) . Two juveniles were at 
Caistron on 25th (MR) . 

QJ.ail 
Seen on several days near Belsay where five rose together in front of a Canbine 
Harvester on 24th (JSt ) . 

Water Rail 
One was at Newton Pool on 22nd (JRT) . 

Corncrake 
One was present at Beadnell between mid-June to early August (PC ) . 

Coat 
Five pairs bred successfully at Corbridge, including one pair rearing three broods 
(MR ) . 355 were at Seaton Burn on 20th (AJJ ) , 244 at Capheaton on 19th (RW ) and 1 42 
at Holywell on 16th (KWY ) . 

. 1 
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Wader Count - lOth August 1986 

Only six stretches were counted. Budle Point-Seahouses (APM), Seahouses-Beadnell 
(MIC/TIC), Boul.In:r-Howick (IK), S. Alrurouth (El'N), Arrble-chevington Burn (TPMW), 
Coquet Estuary (PWW). 

Oystercatcher 
A total of 363 was noted during the wader count. 92 flew S. in one hour at Sea ton 
Sluice on 6th (MHp) and 102 were at Cresswell on 30th (JRT/KWY) 

Little Ringed Plover 
One was at Holywell Pond between 16th-20th and two <?n 30th (IR/ES et al). 

Ringed Plover 
A total of 117 was ooted on the wader count including 62 between Boul.In:r-Howick. 
110 \tA:re at the IDng Nanny on 17th (RKS) when 80 at Holy Island. 95 -were at 
Berwick Little Beach on 9th (JDL) and 50- 60 at Budle Bay on 2nd (WTL/MBS>. 

Golden Plover 
The largest gatherings were 1,000 at Hauxley 
Steel on 25th when 400 at St. Mary 1 s Island 
(JDL), and 400 at Budle Bay on 21st (CIO . 
(MR) . 

Gr ey Plover 

on 31st (HRS) • 520 at IDnghoughton 
(JRT/KR), 740 at Holy Island on 23rd 
Inland 131 were at Caistron on 25th 

A total of only four noted on the wader count . Numbers at Holy I s land incr eased to 
260 by 24th (JDL) and 230 wer e in the Budle/Ross a rea on 21st (ASJ) . 

Lapwing 
1,500 were at Caistron on 24th (MR) where an albino was present on 14th (P&PM). 
600 \tA:re at Hauxley on 1st (HRS) and on Coquet Estuary during the :rronth (EMY) 250 
were also at Wallsend Swallow Pond. 

Knot 
Only 93 \tA:re noted on the wader count. Cresswell Pond attracted birds throughout 
the :rronth with a maxirrum of 60 on 2nd ( JSB et al) . 120 \tA:re at Bondicarr on 5th 
(WAIO and 52 at Black IDw on 2nd (JDL). 

Sander ling 
30 were at Holy Island on 12th ( JDL) , a naximum of 14 at St . Mary 1 s Island on 31st 
( IR) and one- six at three other localities. 

Little Stint 
One was at Budle Bay on 2nd/3rd (ES/MBS) and another was at Druridge Bay on 9th 
(DP) . Three were in Budle Bay on 16th (NJW) and tv.u at Holy Island on 17th (DPa) 
mere one- two present 27th- 31st (MR). Three were at Druridge on 28th (KDS) 
declining to one on 31st and one was at Cresswell Pond on 30th . (KWY). Further 
inland singles were at Holywell Pond on 28th/31st (ISD/LR) and at Prestwick Carr on 
29th (MRS). 

Temrninck 1 s Stint 
One was at Cresswell on 14th (BB) . 

CUrlew Sandpiper 
Tv.u were at Cresswell on 22nd (KDS/'IMM) and one on 27th men seven were at Hauxley 
(HRS) . Four at Druridge on 28th increased to eight on 30th (AH et al) when two 
were at Arrble (KDS) . Tv.u were at Pr estwick Carr on 29th and one on 30th/31st 
(MRS/IK). Three wer e at Holy Island on 31st (JDL) . 
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PUrple Sandpiper 
40 were on the Farne Islands on 21st (ASJ) . Three-five also noted at Hauxley, 
Seaton Sluice and St. Mary' s Island. 

Dunlin 
A total of only 146 noted during the wader oount. In addition 250 were at Fenham 
Flats on 9th (JRI'/KWY) ?lfld 20-40 at Hauxley, Druridge, Cresswell Pond and St. 
Mary's Island. Up to eight were at Wallsend Swallow Pond. 

Ruff 
Strong passage through the oounty noted during the m:mth. Up to 15 were at many 
coastal localities early in the rronth although there were 44 at Cresswell on 9th 
(KDS) and a maximum of 26 at Wallsend Swallow Pond on 18th (IF) • A peak influx 
occurred between 27th-30th with many birds resorting to flooded fields. During 
this period about 100 were near Druridge Pool, 100-150 at Prestwick Carr, 80 near 
Radcliffe, 45 at Holy Island and 40 at Cresswell (MN/MRS/IK/SY et al) with smaller 
numbers at several other localities • These appear to be some of the largest 
gatherings reoorded in the oounty. 

Jack Snipe 
An early bird was near St. Mary's Island in heavy rain on 27th (KR) . 

Snipe 
The largest gatherings were 50 at Grindon on 6th (KDS), 29 at Caistron on 17th 
(MR.) , 16 at Holy Island (JDL) and Wallsend Swallow Pond on 2nd (ES ) . Nine-ten were 
also at Shankhouse and Colt Crag. 

Woodcock 
Ore was at Beltingham on 24th (KE). 

Black-tailed Godwit 
'l\-.o- three were at Holy Island on 2nd and one on 27th (JDL/MR) . Another was at 
Howick on 30th (RKS) • 

Bar-tailed Godwit 
420 at Holy Island on 2nd increased to 1,200 by 31st (JDL) . One-four were found in 
coastal localities between Boulmer-cresswell. 

Whirnbrel 
Passage oontinued throughout the rronth. At Tynerrouth 109 rroved S. on 6th, 21 on 
14th, 42 on 19th and 100 on 22nd (.AH/CB) . 16 flewS. at Coquet Estuary on 11th and 
26 on 18th (EMY) when 21 were in Budle Bay (ASJ) . 25 were over Arrble on 1st (JSe). 
One-sixteen were noted in several other coastal localities. Further inland singles 
were at Caistron on 3rd, Ladycross on 11th and Colt Crag on 30th (MR/CJ/BNR) . 

Curlew 
A total of 97 was noted during the wader count. 154 were at the Long Nanny on 17th 
(RKS), 97 at Boulmer on 24th (P&PM), and 88 at Black IDw on 2nd (JDL), 25 were at 
Colt Crag on 11th (BNR) . A brood of four young had just fledged at Hexharnshire on 
lOth (CJ) . 

Spotted Redshank 
Singles were at Hauxley on 2nd (HRS) , Hadston on 9th (KDS ) and Black IDugh on 12th 
(PC) . From 13th nwnbers increased with a maxinum of seven at Wall send Swallow Pond 
on 31st (KDS) , six at Hadston on 17th (NJW) and up to four at Cresswell Pond, 
Druridge and Hauxley. One-three were also seen in five other coastal localities. 

. I 
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Redshank 
A total of 272 was noted on the wader oount, although 300 were at the Coquet 
Estuary on 9th (EMY) . 60-70 were also at Hauxley Pool and Cresswell Pond. 58 flew 
S. in one hour at Seaton Sluice on 13th (MHp) . 

Green shank 
Birds were noted throughout the mnth. The largest gatherings were ten at Hauxley 
on 11th (JP), eight at Black IoN on 8th (DPa), and Hadston Lake on 17th (NJW), and 
up to six at Wallsend Swallow Pond and Druridge (IF/MN). One-five were in a 
further nine coastal or near coastal localities. Inland numbers at Caistron 
reached a peak of seven on 17th (MR), three were at the Derwent Reservoir on 16th 
(RKS) and one at Colt Crag on 30th (BNR). 

Green Sandpiper 
The largest gatherings on the ooast were four at Hauxley on 11th ( ISD), and three 
at Brenkley on 3rd ( AIB) , Sea ton Burn on 9th ( AJJ) and Wall send Swallow Pond on 
16th CKR). One-two were in a further eight localities during the mnth. Inland 
t'M:l at Caistron on 3rd reached a peak of seven on 17th with five still present on 
30th (MR/P&PM) • Another was at Grindon IDugh on 24th (KE) . 

Vbod Sandpiper 
Six were at Black Lough on 12th (PC ) and between 3rd- 25th one-two were at Hauxley, 
Druridge, Hadston, Sea ton Burn, Black IoN and Spindlestone. Seven were at Druridge 
on 28th with five still present on 30th (AH/ AJB et al ) . Further inland singles 
were at Caistron on 17th ( MR. ) and Prestwick Carr on 30th (IK ) . 

CorrmJn Sandpiper 
Six were at Hadston Lake on 17th (KDS/ Mfp ) and four were at Budle Bay on lOth 
(RKS), Hauxley on 16th/27th (HRS) and Wallsend Swallow Pond on 22nd (lR) . One
three were in ten other coastal localities. Three flew in off the sea at Tynemuth 
on 26th (CB) . Inland three were at Ovingham on 3rd (JSB), one at Scotswood on 7th, 
two at Derwent Reservoir on lOth and singles at Newburn and Colt Crag on 14th and 
30th ( AJ/BNR). 

Turns tone 
A total of 29 9 was noted during the wader count. 80 were at St . Mary' s Island on 
18th (lR). One arrived fran the S. at Wallsend Swallow Pond on 6th (IF) . 

Red-necked Phalarope 
At least three, perhaps five, individuals were seen late in the mnth. One was on 
a small pool at Cresswell on 27th (MN/DY/SY et al). At the flood-water at Druridge 
three were present between 28th-30th although one did fly off to the N. on 29th 
(MN/CW et al). One was still present on 31st. One was also at Hadston Lake on 
30th/31st (TMM/MHp et al). All were considered to be juveniles. 

!<,«' ;uekd ,o-fa!.vr~ 
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Pomarine Skua 
At Tynemouth four flew S. on 14th, one N. on 22nd, seven on 23rd, two on 24th and 
singles on 25th and 28th (..AH/CB). Five flew S. at CUllercoats on 17th and one N. 
on 24th (KW). Single adults flew N. at Seaton Sluice on 22nd and St. Mary's Island 
on 23rd (MHp/BB). One flew N. at Ross on 24th and three S. at St. Mary's Island on 
26th (JDP). A juvenile flew N. at Holy Island on 30th (JRT/KWY) and an adult on 
31st (AJB). 

Arctic Skua 
Noted throughout the m:mth. A maxirrrum of 35 was in Budle Bay area on 2nd (CK), 25 
at Holy Island on 24th (JDL) and a flock of 22 was off Tynerrouth on 25th (AH) . 
Smaller nurrbers were seen at various localities on many days • The heaviest passage 
m:>verrents involved 188 S. at St. Mary' s Island on 26th (MPC), 249 S. at CUllercoats 
on 30th (KW), a total of 60 in eight hours off Annstead (CK), 59 S. at Tynemouth 
on 22nd (AH}, and 74 flew N. at Seaton Sluice on 24th (KDS). Up to 20 were seen 
on the boat-trip off Tynemouth on 23rd (CB) . 

Long-tailed Skua 
A sub-adult flew N. at Sea ton Sluice on 24th (NJW/KDS et al) • 

Great Skua 
Small numbers were noted in several localities prior to 22nd . On 23rd ten flew N. 
at CUllercoats where 19 N. and one s. on 25th and 15 N. on 30th (KW) . 20 flew N. 
at St. Mary's Island on 26th (Ml?C) and six N. on 27th (ASJ) . Eight were off 
Tynerrouth on 26th (CB ) and on 30th ten N. at Stag Rocks and five N. at Holy Island 
(KDS ) . 

Mediterranean Gull 
Up to three (Adult, 1st sumrer, 2nd sumrer ) were in the Tynemouth/North Shields 
Fish Quay area between 4th-31st (DMT/AH et al ) . A ringed adult was at Law Newton 
on 23rd and the sa.me at Craster on 30th (RKS ) • 

Little Gull 
'1\o.D flew S. off Hadston on 2nd (JOCM/JM) and three were at Wallsend Swallow Pond on 
5th (IF). Between 6th-31st singles were noted at Budle Bay, Cresswell, Seaton 
Sluice and North Shields Fish Quay. '1\o.D flew N. at Cresswell on 31st ( IK) • 

Black-headed Gull 
Inland roosts included 4, 700 at Sootswood on 7th, 2, 000 at Derwent Reservoir on 
lOth and 3, 300 at Colt Crag on 11th increasing to 6, 000 by 30th ( BNR) . About 2, 000 
were at Beal on 19th (JDL) and Prestwick Carr on 30th (BG/IK). 

Cornron Gull 
4,000 roosted at Derwent Reservoir on lOth increasing to 6,000 by 29th. 20,000 at 
the Colt Crag roost on 11th were nearly all adults but 26,000 there on 30th 
included about 10% juveniles (BNR) . 

Lesser Black-backed Gull 
73 at Caistron on 17th decreased to 50 on 24th (MR) . 
several coastal localities. 

Herring Gull 

Small numbers noted in 

370 roosted at Sootswood on 7th (BNR ) . 109 were at the Tyne Estuary on lOth (D.MI' ) . 

Glaucous Gull 
One first Sllll11l8r bird present m:>st of the m:>nth in the Tyne Estuary with a second 
bird on lOth (DMI'/AH) . 
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Great Black-backed Gull 
18 roosted at Scots~ on 7th (BNR). 131 were at the Tyne Estuary on 23rd (DMI'). 

Kittiwake 
78 pairs bred at the North Shields warehouse colony rearing about 110 young (DMT). 
1,800 were at Berwick on 13th (JDL}, 309 on Hauxley Pool on 3rd (HRS} and 189 at 
North Shields Fish Quay on 30th where a yellow-legged bird present on 17th and 20th 
(DMT). A juvenile flew W. at Wallsend Swallow Pond on 16th (KR). 

Sandwich Tern 
313 were at the Tyne Estuary on 5th (AH}, 100 at Cresswell Pond on 3rd when 200 at 
Hauxley Pool (AGH) and 200 at I.onghoughton Steel on l.6th ( IIO • Heavy tern passage 
of up to 1,400 per hour at Seaton Sluice on 13th/14th involved about 40% Sandwich 
(MHp}. 

Roseate Tern 
At Tynerrouth three on 3rd rose to a peak of eight on 16th (including the first 
three juveniles) (CB). Between 2nd-21st one- four v.tere at St. Mary 1 s Island, 
Cresswell , Hauxley , Newton Point and Budle Bay. 

1Conmic 1 Tern 
100 were at Alnrrouth on 13th (CDH), and 400 at Budle Point on 19th (CK} . Steady N. 
passage was noted at St . Mary 1 s Island on 24th (MSH} . On the River Tyne two were 
at Sootswood on 12th (BNR) and one E. at Newburn on 26th (r.R) . 

CornronTern 
Ai:x:>ut 400 were in the Tynerrouth area on 3rd (CB) when 50 at Cresswell Pond and 
60- 70 at Hauxley Pool (AGH) . 64 wer e at the long Nanny on 17th (RKS) . Up to 12 
were noted at Wallsend Swallow Pond where two young have been reared this SUillrer 
(IF) . Groups of three- four flew W. at Ne~astle Quayside on three dates ( IK) and 
singles were at Seaton Burn and Holywell on 4th . 

Arctic Tern 
210 were at Holy Island on 3rd (JDL} when 29 were at Tynerrouth (CB). 

Little Tern 
On 2nd four were at Embleton Bay (RKS) and one S. at Hauxley (HRS) . One was at 
Alnrrouth on 13th (CDH). 

Black Tern 
One flew S. at Hauxley and Druridge on 2nd (JRT/KH). One was at Cresswell on 14th, 
two flew s. at Tynerrouth on 17th (CB} ·and two N. at Seaton Sluice on 23rd (KR). 
Singles were at Killingworth Lake on 26th (GPB) and Wallsend Swallow Pond (AJ}, 
Holywell ( ASJ) and Cresswell Pond ( MN) on 27th when one N. at St. Mary 1 s Island 
(KDS). Between 28th-31st one~three were in the St. Mary 1 s Island area (SY et al). 

Guillerrot 
Ai:x:>ut 20 - 30 off Snab Point on lOth included a good number of juveniles (MSH) . Two 
juveniles were at St. Mary 1 s Island on 21st (CDH). 

Razorbill 
Seven were off St . Mary 1 s Island on 12th (IF) • 

Black Guillerrot 
One flew N. at Annstead Point on 8th (CK} . 

Puffin 
About 12 were seen on the boat- trip out of Tynemouth on 23r d (CB) . 
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Stock Dove 
Two were at Wallsend Swallow Pond on 18th (CDH). 

Woodpigeon 
One was nest-building at Alnrnouth Common on 31st (MSH) . 

Collared Dove 
At E. Brunton 205 on 2nd increased to about 300 by 18th (AHB/APM) . 

Turtle Dove 
One was at Radcliffe on 28th (HRS). 

CUckoo 
On 2nd singles were at St. .Mary' s Island and Hauxley (KR/HRS) , two were at Hadston 
on 9th (KDS/MHp) , and further singles at Wallsend Swallow Pond 13th ( IR) , near 
Greenhaugh on 23rd (JMA), caistron on 25th (MR) and Prior's Park on 26th (PPRS) . 

Barn Owl 
Successful breeding was noted at Druridge and Newlands (ASJ/'!0). 
Pawston on 3rd (WAK) . 

Little OWl 

One was at 

A pair reared two young at Druridge (ASJ ) . One was at Hauxley on 23rd (HRS) . 

Tawny OWl 
One was over the dunes at Hauxley at 2345 hrs on 23rd (HRS) . 

Short -eared Owl 
Singles were at St • .Mary's Island on 9th and 19th ( ISD/JRT) and Newton on 17th and 
30th (JP/RKS) . 

Swift 
Birds remained in several areas early in the rronth with nwnbers declining 
thereafter. S. passage was noted at Hau:Xley and Hadston on 1st/2nd ( HRS/KH) . 
After 25th one-nine were seen in five areas although 20 flew E. at St. Mary's 
Island on 27th (KR) . 

Kingfisher 
A pair were feeding young at Mitford on 5th (ASJ) . Singles were at Wylarn, 
Beltingham, Caistron, Hulne Park, Alnrrouth, Coquet Estuary, Jesrnond Dene and Seaton 
Burn during the month. 

Wryneck 
Three were at Prior's Park on 26th and two on 27th (PPRS) . Five were on Holy 
Island on 27th with two still present on 31st ( TM-1/MHp et al) . Two were at Hauxley 
on 27th/28th (HRS) and singles at Whitley Bay Cerretery on 27th (KR), Barnburgh on 
28th (BRS) and Hadston on 31st (MJS) . 

Green Woodpecker 
Three were at Lemmi.ngton on 24th (JS) . Singles were also noted at Ordley, Linnels , 
Ladycross and Grasslees Burn. 

Great Spotted Woodpecker 
Singles noted at w. Woodburn, Lesbury, Prestwick Carr, and Kielder . On the coast 
singles were at Prior's Park on 20th (AH ) and Bamburgh on 31st (BRS) . 

Sand Martin 
20 were near the colony at Seahouses on 8th (.MLC) • Two-ten were noted at Seaton 
Burn, Wallsend Swallow Pond and Bothal. 
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Swallow 
S. passage was noted at Hauxley on 9th where a further 200 S. on 31st (HRS). 200 
were at Caistron on 17th (MR.) and lOO at Seaton Burn on 27th although the regular 

.• roost has not forrred there this autumn (AJJ). 

I 

House Martin 
Three pairs were feeding young in North ShieldS town centre (ASJ). 60 were at 
Bam.turgh on 31st ( BRS ) • 

M:adow Pipit 
Birds were rroving off the fells at Derwent Reservoir from 16th (MD) . 30 were at 
Hauxley on 24th (HRS). 

Yellow Wagtail 
One was still inland at Carrshield on 3rd (BNR) . On the ooast the largest 
gatherings were 20 at Hauxley on 9th (HRS) and 10-12 at Cresswell Pond and Wallsend 
Swallow Pond (IF /KWY) • One-eight were in seven other localities • 

Grey Wagtail 
A family party was at Iesbury between 6th-11th (JMA). On the coast singles were at 
Hauxley on 17th and 31st (HRS) and Hadston on 23rd (JRT) . 

Pied Wagtail 
21 at Hauxley on 13th was the largest gathering (HRS). 

Dunnock . 
19 were ringed at Hauxley during the rronth (HRS). 

Redstart 
Singles were in six inland localities up to 11th. Ten were at Prior's Park and 
Hauxley on 27th (PPRS/HRS) and one-two at seven other coastal localities between 
27th-31st. 

Wninchat 
One-two were inland at Ordley and Hexhamshire on 6th and lOth (BNR) and a family 
party of four still at Otterburn on 24th (J&.MH). Six were at Prior's Park on 
26th-27th (PPRS) and 15 at Hadston on 30th (HRS) . 

Wheatear 
Inland four were at Upper Coquetdale on 24th ( IJM) and one at Alnwick M:Jor on 29th 
(JMA). Small numbers were on the coast early in the rronth but an influx from 26th 
brought 15 to Whitley Bay Cem=tery (KDS) , 30 at Prior's Park on 27th (PPRS) when 14 
on Holy Island (.MHp) and ten at Blyth Cemetery (MSH) and 40 at Hauxley on 28th 
(HRS). 

Song Thrush 
An influx of 30-40 noted at Prior's Park on 27th (CB) . 

Redwing 
'l'\o.t) were at Prudhoe on 13th (BNR) . 

Mistle Thrush 
Large post-breeding flocks included 26 at Caistron on 17th (MR.), 28 at Reedsford on 
2nd, 70 at Howtel on 19th (APM) and 30 at E. Woodburn on 23rd (J&MH) . 

Grasshopper Warbler 
Singles were at Hadston on 3rd (MJS ) , Seaton Burn on 9th and 15th (AJJ) and 
Warkworth Gut on lOth ( JEF) • 
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Sedge Warbler 
Srrall numbers rroved through Hauxley during the rronth with a maximum of 12 on 23rd 
( HRS) . One-three noted in five other localities. 

Reed Warbler 
Four ~re trapped at Hauxley between 27th-31st (HRS) when up to th;::ee were at 
Prior's Park (PPRS) . 

Barred Warbler 
Singles were at Budle Bay between 19th-21st (CK) and Prior's Park on 26th (KDS) . 

Lesser Whitethroat 
Singles were at Horton between 9th-23rd (LJM), Arcot on 6th (DRS), W. Fleetham on 
20th (GB) and Caistron on 24th (MR) . On the coast one was at Hauxley on 8th, t'-'K> 
on 14th and further singles on 28th and 30th (HRS). One-two were at Prior's Park, 
and singles at Tynemouth Park and Holywell Dene between 26th-29th. 

Whitethroat 
One-two noted in six coastal localities during the rronth. 

Garden Warbler 
Srrall numbers were at Sea ton Burn, Prior's Park and Hauxley early in the rronth . 
From 27th an influx brought 20 to Prior's Park (PPRS ) , ten on Holy Island and 
Hauxley (MR/ HRS ) and one- five in five other coastal localities . 

Blackcap 
Singles were at Hauxley on four dates up to 17th . Between 27th- 31st one- two wer e 
at Holy Island, Bambur gh and Hauxley. 

Greenish Warbler 
Singles were trapped at Prior's Park on 27th (PPRS ) and Hauxley between 28th- 31st 
( HRS ) • These will be the 12th - 13th records for the county. 

Vbod Warbler 
Coastal migrants involved two at Prior's Park on 8th and one on 9th ( AH ) and 
another on Holy Island on 27th (MR/MHp) . 

Chiffchaff 
'1'\o.o were on Holy Island on 27th (TMM/MHp) . 

Willow Warbler 
Light passage noted in several areas early in the rronth with a maximum of 36 at 
Hauxley on 9th ( HRS) and 40 at Prior's Park on 18th ( PPRS) • Between 26th-31st an 
influx along the coast brought about 60 to Hauxley (HRS ) and 3- 15 to five other 
localities • 

Spotted Flycatcher 
Several family parties noted during the rronth. Between 18th- 31st one- three were 
on the coast at Holy Island, Bamburgh, Hauxley and Tynerrouth . 

Red- breasted Flycatcher 
Singles ~re at Prior's Park on 26th (PPRS ) and Cresswell on 28th (WO ) . 

Pied Flycatcher 
Between 14th-17th one- two were at Hauxley and Prior 's Park . On the 27th/ 28th up t o 
40 were at Hauxley (HRS ) , 30 at Prior's Park (PPRS ) , 15 at Holy Island (MR ) and 14 
at Barnburgh (BRS ) . Between 27th- 31st one- ten were also noted in eight other 
coastal localities . 
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Willow Tit 
SUccessful breeding was noted at Spindlestone (CK) o Up to six were at Seaton Burn 
(ES/AJJ) and m:>re unusual one-tv.o at Hauxley on 23rd/24th (HRS) 0 

Coal Tit 
One was at Hauxley on 8th (HRS) 0 

Blue Tit 
A leucistic bird was trapped at Barnburgh on 28th (BRS ) o 

Nuthatch 
Singles were at M3.tfen and Linnels on 8th/9th (RW/BNR) o 

Red-backed Shrike 
Probably two present at Prior 1 s Park on 26th (PPRS) , two on Holy Island on 27th 
(MR.) and singles at Whitley Bay Cemetery on 27th/28th (KR/JEF), Cresswell on 27th 
(DY/SY) and Bamburgh between 28th-30th (BRS) o 

carrion Crow 
1 Many' were noted at Prestwick carr between 29th-31st (MRS) 0 

Starling 
800 were at Hauxley on 3rd (HRS ) o 

House Sparrow 
250 roosted at Horton during the m:>nth (IJM) o 

Tree Sparrow 
17 trapped at Hauxley between 1st- 17th indicated light passage ( HRS) 0 

Chaff inch 
200 were at Corbridge on 3rd (DP)o 

Greenfinch 
150 were at Wallsend Swallow Pond on 16th (ES/CRS) and 200 at Sea ton Delaval on 
28th (MLC/TAC) o 

Goldfinch 
Several family parties were noted at M3.tfen (RW) o 15 were at Ordley on 1st (BNR) 
and 12 at Tynem:>uth on 25th ( ES ) o 

Linnet 
Flocks of 100 were at Ordley on 8th and Newton on 16th (BNR/IK) and 500 at Sea ton 
Delaval on 27th (MIC) o 

Crossbill 
One was at Caistron on 3rd (MR) and two at Ordley on 6th (BNR) o 

Bullfinch 
A family party was at Linnels on 9th (BNR) o 

Corn Bunting 
one- two were at Boulmer and the wng Nanny o 

Please send all September records , in Voous order, to Mike S o Hodgson, 45 Elmtree 
Gardens, Whitley Bay, NE25 8QX - by 8th October, 1986 at the latest 0 
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LIST OF COm'RIBU'.IORS 

J.M. Alrrond M.S. Hodgson D. Pickard 
M. Armstrong J&M Howat M. Richardson 
A.H. Banks c. Hudson K. Robson 
K.I. Barratt A. Hutt L. Robson 
M. Bell K. Huxley B.N. Rossiter 
A.J. Booth A.S. Jack G.S. Rushbrooke 
J.S. Booth J.K. Jackson D.R. Shannon 
AI & G Bowman A. Janes M.J. Sharp 
c. Bradshaw c. Jewitt E. Slack 
G.P. Bull A.J. Johnston K.D. Shaw 
B. Bullough W.A. Kelly M. B. Shaw 
ML & TA Cadwallender I. Kerr M.R. Smith 
M. P. Carruthers c. Knox J. Steele (JSe ) 
s. Chinnery W.T. U:>gan R.K. Stephenson 
P. Corkhill J.D. IDugh J. Stott (JSt) 
I.S. Davidson L.J. t-k:Dougall J. Sweeney 
M. Davison P&P McE:v.Bn J.R. Todd 
K. Dawson JEC & J Malloy D.M. Turner 
J .C. Day T.M. Melling K. Walton 
K. Evans K. .r-brton R. Walton 
J .E. Fergusson A. P . .r-bssop c. Ward 
I. Fisher M. Nattrass N.J. Watrrough 
M.P. Frankis Er & JR Norris P.W. West 
B. Galloway w. O'Brien K.W. York 
L. Hall T. Oliphant E.M. Young 
C. D . Hampton J.D. Parrack AD & S Younger 
M. Hepple (Mip ) D. Patter son (DPa) Bamburgh Ringing Station 
A.G. Hetherington J. Patrick Hauxley Ringing Station 
A.J. Hewitt J. Pattinson Prior's Park Ringing Station 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEEI'IN; - Thursday 9th October 1986 

The club's A. G .M. will be held in the Physics lecture Theatre, Newcastle Oni versi ty 
at 7.00 p.m. on 9th October 1986. It is important that as many members as possible 
attend the A.G.M. After the formal business and election of the new corrmdttee our 
mystery speaker (whoever he may be ? ) will give a talk on either a desert in the 
Middle East or a jungle in West Africa ! 

SUBSCRIPTIONS 1986/87 

Subscriptions are due on 1st October 1986. 
follows:-

Ordinary £11. 00 
Family £12. 00 
Junior £ 5.00 

The new rates for 1986/87 are as 

Please consider convenanting your subscription this year and help the club's 
finances. 
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GOOFF . MACFARIANE .MEM)RIAL LEX:'lURE - 20th October I 1986 

This m:rrorial lecture will be given by Dr. Peter lack, of the B. T .0. , on the Winter 
Atlas Project in the Physi9s Building at Ne~astle University at 7.00 p.m. -
Tickets, price £2.00 for adults, £1.50 for O.A.P.'s, unemployed persons and those 
under L6, are available from the R.S.P.B. office in Newcastle, the Hancock Museum, 
the Durham and Northurrberland and Tyneside Bird Club rreetings or direct from John 
Day, 2 Grange Avenue, Benton, Newcastle Upon Tyne. NE12 9PN. 

1 Please give your support to this event and buy your tickets now. 
·' 

SYNCHRONISED SEA-wATCH 

We are trying to organise a sea-watch which club rrembers can participate on 8th 
November. If you are interested please contact Colin Bradshaw or Ken Shaw. It is 
hoped that coverage can be arranged from Tynemouth to Holy Island. 

BIACK GROUSE IN OOR'IH-EAST ENGLAND 

There is good evidence from studies in the Peak District and in Deeside in Scotland 
that the Black Grouse is a generally declining species. Even in its rrore stable 
areas, very large fluctuations can take place in population levels from year to 
year . The research projects on the species in other parts of the country may also 
tell us more about their habitat requirements. 

The status of the Black Grouse in North- East England is uncertain but in sorre areas 
a decline has also been reported. The tirre is right, now, to determine its status 
and preferred habitat in this area and then to advise landowners on how they can 
encourage this species. To this effect a Black Grouse Study Steering Group has 
been forrred whose first task will be to initiate a survey of Northumberland and 
Durham. The initial rrembers of the group are Sandy Bankier , Brian Bates , Bryan 
Galloway, Peter Garson, Mike Hodgson, Colin Jewi tt, Nick Rossi ter and Ken Shaw. 

The steering group wishes to acquire all past information on leks up to and 
including the 1986 breeding season. Sightings of individual birds or groups away 
from leks are also of interest. Please send details as soon as possible and by 
October 31st at the latest to Nick Rossi ter, West Barn, Lee Grange, Ordley, Hexham 
NE46 lSX (tel. Slaley 509). 

CWB SOCIAL - Friday 28th NoveniJer 1 1986 - 7. 30 pm - Midnight 

Following last year's most enjoyable social evening in Tynemouth, we are this year 
holding one in Jesrrond at the Grosvenor Hotel, Grosvenor Road, which is just a few 
minutes walk from the West Jesrnond Metro Station. There is a little rrore room this 
year so please bring your friends and help to make the evening a success. 

Music and a Buffet are included in the price at £3.50 and the room has it's own bar 
which is open until 11.30 p .m. Tickets from Muriel Cadwallender, 32 Manners 
Gardens, Seaton Delaval, Northumberland NE25 ODW. Please enclose a stamped 
addressed envelope. 
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M:NTHLY SUMMARY - SEPTEMBER 1986 

, 'l'en1?eratures during September were a little below average although the last ferN days 
of the month were wann. A very dry period with the lack of rainy days breaking 
several records for the time of year. Tynenouth for exanple had the least number of 
September rain days since records began in 1930. The large amount of sunshine also 
broke records at several weather stations. Winds were mainly light and predominately 
fran the west. Strong gusts of over 40 knots were recorded on 3rd arrl 21st. 

Despite sane gocrl numbers of Fulmars, Gannets and Kittiwakes sea-watching was 
relatively poor with only snall movanents of skuas and shearwaters. Highlights, 
however included one, if not two Long-tailed Skuas on 12th and a Great Shearwater on 
17th. 'IWo more Storm Petrels were trapped at Hauxley on 12th. A Bittern surprised 
one observer in Gosforth Park on 28th. Duck numbers began to build up as usual, with 
sane large concentrations of Mallard. Geese also becane conspicuous on passage with 
Pink-feet, White-fronted, Barnacles and Brent all being reported. A Carmen Buzzard 
arrived fran the E. at St. Mary's Island on 28th when a Rough-legged Buzzard was 
near Earsdon. Cresswell Porrl attracted many observers with a chance to see a Spotted 
Crake which remained between 14th-30th. 

Passage waders began to decline in numbers as the month progressed. A Buff-breasted 
Sandpiper at Druridge Pool fran 22nd delighted many people as it kept carpmy with a 
Little Stint. Another highlight was 'our' Laughing Gull returning to the Newcastle 
area for the fourth winter. Amongst the passerines many sunmer vi si tors had moved out 
but incoming winter visitors were represented by only single Fieldfare, Redwing, Snow 
Bunting and two Brarnblings! A Wocrl Warbler at Tynemouth on lOth was an interesting 
record. Hauxley pra:luced a female or inma.ture Scarlet Rosefinch on 15th but it was 
not seen subsequently. A small influx on 26th/27th brought a total of five 
Yellow-browed Warblers to three localities on the coast. 

Other interesting species included Garganey, Hen Harrier, Goshawk, Q,lail, Little 
Ringed Plover, Temninck's Stint, Mediterranean Gulls, Wrynecks and a Raven. 

Founded in 1958. Membership is open to all with a beneficial interest in 
ornithology. It provides a monthly bulletin, indoor meetings, field outings, 
organises surveys and publishes Birds in Northumbria, the annual report for 

thP. area_ 

I 
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CLASSIFIED Lisr 

Red-throated Diver/Diver (Sp) 
Numbers in Druridge Bay increased from 13 on 13th to a maximum of 38 on 26th (DY/SY 
et al). At St. Mary' s Island between 9th-24th a total of 36 flew N. and 19 S. 
(AJB). One-six also noted in seven other coastal localities. 

Black-throated Diver 
Two flew N. at Seaton Sluice on 14th (KR/PWD). 

Little Grebe 
Further indications of breeding ~re an adult and juvenile at Throckley Pond on 
11th (RGW) and a family party (three young) at Hartburn on 14th (TAC/MLC). A 
maximum of 18 was at Holywell Pond on 14th (MA/KH) and 11 at Bothal Pond on 13th 
(JRT/KWY) . One-seven were on nine other waters. 

Great Crested Grebe 
Successful breeding now confirmed at Arcot Pond (two young) despite attenpted 
predation of nest by Great Black-backed Gull (LJM). Birds with young were still 
present at Seaton Burn and Wallsend Swallav Pond during the month (AJJ/PMc). 
One- two were at Holywell, Druridge Pool, Hartburn and Whittle Dene. One flew N. at 
Holy Island on 7th (JDL/DPa) • 

Red- necked Grebe 
A juvenile was off Hadston on 9th (MJS) . TWo in Druridge Bay on 26th (DY/SY) and 
at Holy Island on 27th (MA/ES et al). 

Slavonian Grebe 
One flew N. at St. Mary's Island on 24th (AJB) . 

Black-necked Grebe 
TWo full grown young ~re still at the breeding site on 2nd. 

Fulmar 
N. passage inclu:led 900 per .hour at Hauxley on lOth (HRS), 1,200 per hour at 
Tynemouth on 12th (CB) when soo· off St. Mary' s Island (LH) and 300 per hour at 
Seaton Sluice on 18th (MHp) . 

Great Shearwater 
One flew N. at Cullercoats on 17th (LH). 

&·~ 6~~~~ 
c.......~_., 
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Sooty Shearwater 
During a total of nine hours sea-watching at Seaton Sluice up to 18th a total of 31 
flew N. with a maxirm.J.m of 12 on 8th (MHp) . One-seven were noted at Tynemouth, St. 
Mary' s Island, Newbiggin, Cresswell, Hauxley and Stag Rocks on seven dates up to 
27th. 

Manx Shearwater 
A total of 30 flew N. in nine hours sea-watching at Seaton Sluice up to 18th (MHp) . 
19 flew N. and three S. at St. Mary's Island between 3rd-l6th (AJB) and three-four 
flew N. at Hauxley on 6th/lOth (HRS). 

Storm Petrel 
A further two were trapped at Hauxley on 12th (HRS) . 

Gannet 
Heavy N. passage included 620 at Seaton Sluice on 19th (MHp) when 560 per hour at 
Holy Island (IK), where 415 passed in 25 minutes on 14th(JDL) and 300 per hour at 
Cullercoats on 17th where 300 had moved S. on 4th (LH) . Fishing parties included 
190 off the River 'IWeed on 3rd (JDL), up to lOO off Barnburgh (KR) and 20- 50 at 
Druridge Bay and Ross Back Sands. 

Cormorant 
71 were at Blyth harbour on 
Dunstanburgh on 20th (JP) • 

Reservoir. 

Shag 

18th, 26 at the Tyne Estaury on 7th (DMI') and 36 at 
Singles were noted inlarrl at Seaton Burn and Derwent 

20 flew N. at Hauxley on 20th and 21st (HRS) . 

Bittern 
A single was at Gosforth Park on 28th (DHWB) . 

Grey Heron . 
The largest gatherings were 14 at Alnmouth on 20th (DRS/MBS) and ll near Amble on 
21st (MIC/TAC) . Nine were at Holywell on 7th (ISO) and eight near Old Hartley on 
25th (RHA) . One-seven were seen in a further 17 widespread localities. 

Mute swan 
309 were at Berwick harbour on 3rd (JDL) . The family party at Killingworth 
remained all month (IJM) arrl another family of eight were at Bolam (MLC). Tv.D-ten 
were also at eight other localities. 

Pink-footed Goose 
One was at Holy Island lough between 20th-27th (JRT/KWY) . Six flew N. at Newton 
Pool on 22nd (ISO), and on 23rd skeins of 150-200 flewS. at Druridge and 30 S. at 
Cresswell (IF/ASJ/KIB) . A single was at Cresswell on 30th (FH) . 

White- fronted Goose 
'IWo flewS. at Hauxley on 25th (HRS). 

Grey Lag Goose 
29 were at Caistron on 27th (JP) when 26 were at Colt Crag (~) . 10- 15 were also 
at Budle Bay, Rayburn Lake and Holywell Porrl . 

'Grey' Goose (Sp) 
110 flying S. off Warkworth on 23rd may have been Pink-feet (PWW) . 

Snow Goose 
Two 'feral' birds still being seen at Capheaton and Hallington . 
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Canada Goose 
90 were at Capheaton on 4th (ASJ), 42 near Whittle Dene on 11th (FC) and 84 at 
Hallington on 14th (RW). 12 flew N. at Druridge Pool on 23rd (AIB/GB). 

Barnacle Goose 
On 24th 65-70 flying in Druridge Bay eventually moved W. (ADMc). On 27th 80 went 
S. at Hauxley (HRS), 60 S. at Stag Rocks (BRS), 47 movErl into Budle Bay (0</MA), 
and seven flew N.W. at Holy Island (DPa). Movenent continued on the follaving day 
with 55 S. and 42 N. at Seaton Sluice, 38 N. and 62 S. at St. Mary's Island 
(KR/PWD/IC), 85 S. at Amble (FC) and perhaps part of this flock, 65- 70 strong 
moving W. over Cresswell Pond (ADMc). 40 also flew over Howtel (JMA). On 29th a 
total of 53 flew S. at Fenham Flats (ISD). Birds were also heard rroving over 
North Shields at 00 .30 hrs on 25th <sy>. 

Brent Goose 
Records of pale-bellied birds included seven S. at Hauxley on 6th(HRS), two at 
Cresswell village on 23rd (KIB) and 17 N. there on 24th (WAK). A single bird was 
at Newton Point on 7th and a dark- bellied bird arrived fran the E. at Holy Island 
on 28th (IK). 

Shelduck 
29 were in Budle Bay on 21st (RKS) . Six flew N. at St. Mary's Island on 4th (AJB) . 
Inland one at Pretwick Carr on lst increased to four on 8th (AGH/AIB) . One also 
remained at Wallsend Swallow Pond for most of the month . 

Wigeon 
214 were on the Northurrbrian Loughs on 14th (PH) and 120 at Budle Bay on 22nd 
(ISD) . -30 were noted at Cresswell Pond, Druridge Pool, Swinhoe Lake and Holborn 
Moss with much srra.ller nwrbers at several other waters. N. passage off shore 
included 130 in one hour at Seaton Sluice on lOth (MHp), where 173 passed on 14th 
(KR) when lOO noted at Hauxley (HRS). 175 moved N. at St. Mary's Island on 15th 
(AJB). 

Gad wall 
One was at Cresswell Pond on 19th (JECM/JM) . 

Teal 
120 at Caistron on 6th increased to 270 by 28th (MR). Other large gatherings 
included 450 at Holburn Moss on 27th, 88 at Newton Pool on 28th (ISD), and 50-60 at 
Wall send Swallav Pond, Sea ton Burn, Gosforth Park, and the Northurrbrian Loughs. 
Smaller gatherings were on about ten other waters. A total of 225 flew N. at St. 
Mary's Island between 3rd-l5th (AJB), 135 N. at Seaton Sluice on lOth (MHp) where 
62 N. on 14th· (KR). 

Mallard 
Sane very large concentrations during the month. At Caistron numbers peaked at 
1,000 on 14th (MR) . A maxirrum of 450 was at Seaton Burn on 24th (AJJ), 300 at 
Corbridge on the 7th, 280 at Pawston Lake on 26th and 250 at Budle Bay on 22nd 
(ISO) and Hartburn on 14th(MLC). 100- 130 were also notErl at Holywell Pond, Lilburn 
Pond, Northumbrian Loughs, Derwent Reservoir, Colt Crag, Holborn Moss and Newton 
Pool. 

Pin tail 
One-three were noted at Wallsend Swallav Pond, Seaton Bum, Prestwick Carr, 
Hartburn, Caistron, Cresswell, Hauxley, Budle Bay and Holy Island during the month . 

Garganey 
One was at Cresswell Pond on 7th (MA/KH et al). 
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Shovel er 
32 were at Sea ton Burn on 28th (AJJ). A maximum of 30 was at Cresswell Pond on 6th 
when 25 were at Druridge Pool (AJR). Two-nine on seven other waters. 

Pochard 
At Seaton Burn 13 on 3rd increased to 155 on 30th {AJJ/GB) . 53 were on the 
Northumbrian Loughs on 14th (PH) and 20 at Cresswell Pond on 29th (MIC). 

Tufted Duck 
The largest gatherings were 88 at Cresswell Pond on 27th (KWY/JRT), 85 at Sweethope 
Lough on 13th (AJR) when 73 at Whittle Dene (MR) . 10-40 were on nine other waters. 

Sea up 
Singles were at Hadston Lake between 6th-10th (JRT et al), Cresswell Pond on 17th 
and 27th (ADMc/KWY) and Hauxley Pool between 25th-29th (HRS) . 

Eider 
900 were at Holy Island on 14th (JDL) and 100-200 off Stag Rocks, Craster and 
Hauxley. 

Cannon Seater 
A maximum of 71 was at Oruridge Bay on 3rd (AJB) . A total of 55 flew N. at Sea ton 
Sluice in nine hours sea- watching up to 18th (MHp) and 37 flew N. at St. Mary's 
Island on 12th (AJB) . 

Velvet Seater 
Two flew N. at Sea ton Sluice and Annstead on 14th (KR/BRS ) . 
Druridge Bay on 26th (DY/SY). 

Golden eye 

One flew N. at 

Singles were at Oruridge Pool on 25th (AJR) and Hauxley on 28th/30th (HRS) . 

Red-breasted Merganser 
Five were at Holy Island on 27th (ES/WTL) . 

Goosander 
43 were on the Northumbrian Loughs on 14th (PH) when 20 were at Caistron (MR). 13 
were at Lesbury on 28th (JMA) and ten at the Derwent Reservoir on 5th (CJ) . Two
seven were also at Mitford, Kirnmer Lough, Black Lough and Pawston Lake. One flew 
N. at Hauxley on 14th (HRS) . 

Hen Harrier 
A male was near Derwent Reservoir on 20th {KR) . 

Goshawk 
One moved S. over Chapel House Estate, NEWcastle in the early morning of 12th 
(MH) . 

SparrONhawk 
One- three were seen in 24 widespread localities including one flushed from a Magpie 
'kill' at Craster on 7th. 

Buzzard 
One was at Hulne Park on 20th (JEF ) . Two moved E. over Hexharnshire Canrnon on the 
same day and one was present here on 26th (BNR/CJ) . One arrivErl from the E. at St . 
Mary's Island on 28th (SY ) when another was at Seaton Burn (per AJJ) . 

Rough- legged Buzzard 
One was watched between Earsdon- Holywell on 28th (OA) . 
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Kestrel 
One-five were noted in about 13 widespread localities. 

Merlin 
One-two were seen in about six coastal localities and others were noted in nine 
inlan:i areas. 

Peregrine 
Singles were on the coast at Budle Bay on 2nd (ASJ) , Holy Island on 27th (MA/KH) 
and Oruridge Pool on 4th where the bird attempted to take a juvenile Coot fran the 
water ! (ISO). Inland singles were noted at four localities. 

Black Grouse 
One-two still present at Threestoneburn all month (AMB) . 

Red-legged Partridge 
Two were at Caistron on 6th (MR). 

Grey Partridge 
Large coveys included 41 at Backworth on 12th 
24th (IOM) and 20 at Holywell on 27th (JRI'/KWY) . 
localities . 

Quail 

(GPB), 22 at St. Mary' s Island on 
Others of 3- 14 noted at six other 

One was flushed by a Canbine Harvester near Belsay on 20th (JSt ) . 

Water Rail 
One was at Seaton Burn on lOth (MJS) and one- three seen and heard at·Gosforth Park 
and Ne\vton Pool on several dates after 13th (MRS/ISD). 

Spotted Crake 
An unidentified crake seen briefly at Cresswell Porrl on 6th was probably the 
Spotted Crake which was seen regularly between 14th-30th (ADMc et al). 

Moorhen 
A maxlinum of 37 was at Wallsend Swallow Pond on lOth {AJB) . 

Coot 
The largest gatherings were 290 at Capheaton on 2nd (!WV), 210 at Seaton Burn on 
15th (AJJ) and 172 at Holywell Pond on 28th (IC) . 25-78 noted on five other 
waters. 

WADER COUNT 21st September, 1986 

Budle Point-Seahouses (APM), Seahouses-Beadnell (MLC/TAC), Beadnell- Hawick (MF/AW), 
Howick- Boulmer (IK), Boulmer- Alnrnouth (ES/DRS), S. Alnrnouth {EI'N), Ccquet Estuary 
(PWW), Chevington Burn-cresswell (BDG/EC/MRS), Newbiggin-carnbois (KDS/MHp), Blyth 
Estuary (LJM), St. Mary' s Island (IOM) . 

Very good coverage achieved in this 'priority' month. 

OyStercatcher 
A total of 1,198 noted during the wader count. 178 were at Cresswell Pond on 27th 
(JRT/KWY) and 60 at Hauxley on 5th (HRS ) . One was still inland at Corbridge on 
llth (MR) . 

Little Ringed Plover 
A juvenile was at Bondicarr on 11th (HRS) . 

I 
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Ringed Plover 
A total of 133 noted during the wader count. 50 were at Hauxley on 13th {HRS). 
Further inland one-two were at Wallsend Swallav Porrl and Prestwick Carr (lli/AIB) 
and heard calling in thick fog over Ladycross on 23rd (CJ). 

Golden Plover 
1,000 in the Hauxley area on 6th increased to about 5,000 by 27th (HRS). The St. 
Mary's Island flock held a maximum of 1,500 on lst (BG et al). About 1,500 were 
near Boulmer on 20th (ES) and 700-750 were also seen at Holy Island and Newton Pool 
(JOL/ISO). Inland 200 were at Caistron on 20th {MR), when ten at Hallington (BNR). 
22 flew s.w. at Ladycross on 29th(CJ). 

Grey Plover 
A total of only 15 noted during the wader count. Up to 360 were in the Holy Island 
/Ross area on 7th and 13th (JDL/MH). 

Lapwing 
The largest gatherings were 550 at Caistron on 14th increasing to 950 by 20th (MR), 
500 at Hauxley on 6th (HRS), and 100-300 at Holy Islarrl, Wallserrl Swallow Porrl, 
Prestwick Carr, Hexham and Hallington. 

Knot 
A total of 90 noted during the wader count. In addition 175 were at Holy Island on 
27th (OPa) and 50- 60 at Cresswell Pond on 14th (BG). 

Sander ling 
A total of 23 noted during the wader count were all at St. Mary' s Island. 148 
were at Holy Island on 6th (JDL), 50 at Ross on 16th (ISO) and up to 26 at Hauxley . 

Little Stint. 
Singles were at Holywell Pond on lst {LH), Cresswell on 6th/7th (ADMc), Holy Island 
on 7th (JOL) and Oruridge Pool between 22nd-26th (OS et al). 

Temndnck's Stint 
One was at Warkworth on 8th (FH). 

Curlew Sandpiper 
Three were at Prestwick Carron 1st/2nd (AGH/MH), one~two at Wallsend Swallow Pond 
between 2nd-8th (LH/MRS), two at Cresswell on 7th and 25th (KWR/AJB), and at Holy 
Island on 6th (JDL) and a single at Boulrner on 20th (ES). 

Purple Sandpiper 
A total of 156 noted during the wader count. 

Ounlin 
A very srrall total of only 149 noted during the wader count. 435 were at Holy 
Island on 7th (JDL), 80 at Ross on 16th (ISO) and 35 at . Hauxley on 25th {HRS) . 
One-three were inland at Caistron, Prestwick Carr and Wallsend Swallav Pond. 

Buff-breasted Sandpiper 
One was found in the canpany of a Little Stint and Redshank at Oruridge Pool on 
22rrl and remained until at least 24th (DS/TJT/GPB et al). Any later dates woold be 
appreciated. On 28th it was reported at Cresswell Pond. This will be the ninth 
county record, the last being at Holy Island on 19th September, 1985. 

Ruff 
The large gathering at Prestwick Carr reported last month decreased to 85 by 3rd, 
numbers gradually declining until all had departed by 14th (IK/AGH et al) . Birds 
were present all rronth at Wallsend Swallow Pond with a peak of 15- 20 present 

.I 
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between 20th-30th (LH/ES et al). A maximum of 12 at Hauxley on 21st <ISO). 
One-eight were also noted at Holy Island, Druridge Pool, Cresswell and St. Mary's 
Islam. 

Snipe 
The largest counts involved 64 at Seaton Burn on 14th (AJJ), 50 at Cresswell Pond 
on 24th, up to 40 at Wallseni Swall~ Pond (LH), and 42 at Prestwick Carr on lst 
(AGH). TWo flew high to s. at Tynemouth on 26th (CB). Inland 12 were at Caistron 
on 27th (JP) . 

Woodcock 
One flews. over Tynemouth on 26th (CB). 

Black-tailed Gcdwit 
Three were at Wallsend Swallow Pond from 3rd-l6th, two remaining until 21st and one 
to the end of the month (LH/MRS et al). Three were at Budle Bay on 27th/28th (CK). 
One-three were also noted at Holy Island, Hauxley, Hadston, Cresswell, and St. 
Mary's Island on several dates . 

Bar-tailed Gcdwit 
A total of only ll noted during the wader count. 1,150 were at Holy Island on 6th 
(JDL) and one-nine also seen at St. Mary's Island, Seaton Sluice and Hauxley. 

Whirnbrel 
One-seven noted at Hauxley, Holy Island and St. Mary's Island up to 18th. 

Curlew 
A total of 390 noted during the wader count. 350-400 were at Budle Bay on 22nd 
(ISD), 140 at Black L~ on 6th (JDL), 40 flew N. at Hauxley on 3rd (HRS) and 44 at 
St. ~·s Island on 8th (IC) . 

Spotted Redshank 
Birds were present all month at Wallsend Swallow Pond with a maximum of ten on 3rd 
(LH/JS et al), and three still present on 30th. One- two were also at Holy Island, 
Hauxley, Druridge, Cresswell, Backworth and Prestwick Carr during the month. 

Redshank • 
A total of 932 noted during the wader count. In addition 305 were at Black Low on 
6th (JDL), 260 at Budle Bay on 28th (RKS), 150 at Hauxley on 5th (HRS) and 148 at 
Cresswell Pond on 13th (JRT/KWY). 

Greens hank 
Ten at Black Low/Beal Sands on 6th was the largest gathering (JDL). A maximum of 
six was at Prestwick Carron 8th (AIB/MRS et al) when four at Druridge Pool (LJM), 
and up to three at Wallsend Swallow Pond (LH). One-three were also noted at 
Backworth, Seaton Bum, Cresswell, and Hauxley. Further inland two were at 
Caistron on 6th (MR) . 

Green Sandpiper 
One-two were at Wallsend Swallow Pond throughout the month (LH/GCP et al) and at 
Newton Pool between l9th-22nd (ISO) . Three were on a farm pond near Belsay between 
20th-24th (JSt) . Another was at Prestwick Carron 6th (MRS) . 

Wood Sandpiper 
One was at Prestwick Carr on lst and two on 8th (AGH/AIB) . TWo-three were still at 
Druridge Pool on 3rd (AJB) and another at Wallsend Swall~ Pond on 7th (PWD/KR) . 
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Common Sandpiper 
Inland singles were at Caistron on 6th, Ovington on 11th and Whittle Dene on 13th 
(MR/BNR). One-three were at Newton Pool, Arcot, Wallsend Swallav Pond, Tynemouth 
and Hauxley with the last this month at the latter locality on 26th. 

Turns tone 
A total of 939 noted during the wader count when 70 were at Hauxley (HRS) . 

Panarine Skua 
At St. Mary 1 s Island one flew N. on 3rd, three N. on lOth, four N. on 11th, two s. 
on 12th, oneS. on 13th and 15th and one N. on 17th (AJB/KDS/KWR) . Two moved N. at 
Hauxley on lOth (HRS), one in Budle Bay on 14th (CK), one N. at Newbiggin on 17th 
(FH) and Stag Rocks on 21st (TAC) . Between 24th-26th two flew N. at Tynemouth one 
S. at Cresswell and a party of five N. at Oruridge (CB/DY/SY) . 

Arctic Skua 
The heaviest passage involved 25 N. and five S. at St. Mary 1 s Island on lOth where 
nine N. and 15 s. on 12th(AJB). Much smaller numbers were seen in a further eight 
coastal localities during the month. 

Long-tailed Skua 
One, possible two, moved N. at St. Mary 1 s Island on 12th (KWR). 

Great Skua 
Two flew N. at Newbiggin on 3rd (FH) when 14 S. at St. Mary 1 s Island where a 
further three N. and twoS. between 4th-15th (AJB) . Singles moved N. at Oruridge, 
Cresswell, Newton and Seaton Sluice between 7th-19th. 

Mediterranean Gull 
The ringed adult was still at Craster on 20th/21st (RKS ) . Another adult was at 
North Shields Fish Quay on 7th (DMT) . 

laughing Gull 
The Newcastle bird returned, hopefully to stay for its fourth winter, being seen on 
Dame Allen 1 s School field, Fenham on 25th (MH) . 

Little Gull 
An adult was at Wallsend Swallow Pond between 8th-29th (LH et al). At St. Mary 1 s 
Island an adult flew N. on lOth and a first year s. arrl second year N. on 15th 
(AJB/DY/SY). Other singles included .irrmatures at Hadston Lake on 5th (HRs), Long 
Nanny on 12th (ASJ), Cresswell on 13th (RO), a second year at North Shields on 14th 
(OMT) and an adults. at Tynemouth on 17th (CB) . 

Black-headed Gull 
Roost counts included 3,500 at Scotswood on 19th, 3,000 at Derwent Reservoir on 
26th, 3,400 at Colt Crag on 27th and a huge 12,000 at Hallington on 20th. The 
latter appears to be the largest inlarrl roost recorded, for this species, in the 
county (BNR) . About 1,000 were feeding at flood- water at Prestwick Carr on 7th 
(BG) and 800 were at Budle Bay on 27th (BRS) . 

Common Gull 
1,500 roosted at Hallington on 20th, 1,100 at Sweethope on 22nd, 12,000 at Derwent 
Reservoir on 26th and 18,000 at Colt Crag on 27th (BNR) . 300 roosted at Caistron 
on 14th (MR) . 

Lesser Black- backed Gull 
130 arrived from the N.E.-E. at Caistron on 6th although numbers here declined to 
87 by 20th (MR) . Also on 6th 90 were at the Long Nanny (JCD). 80 at Budle Bay on 
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20th · included two sha.ving the characteristics of the Scandinavian race (JRI'/KWY) . 
One-four were noted in five other localities. 

Herring Gull 
210 roosted at Scotswood on 19th and 200 at Hallington on 20th (BNR) . 300 were at 
the Tyne Estuary on 15th (DMT). An adult at Wallsend SwallCM Porrl on 28th shCMed 
the characteristics of the Scandinavian race (PWD). 

Glaucous Gull 
A first-year bird at North Shields Fish Quay on 2nd/5th (DMT) may have been the 
same bird that visited Holywell Pond on 9th and 28th (AJB/DA) . 

Great Black-backed Gull 
16 roosted at Scotswood on 19th (BNR). 195 were at Blyth harbour on 28th (LJM) and 
186 at the Tyne Estuary on 13th(DMT). 

Kittiwake 
N. passage included 100 per hour at Hauxley on 3rd (HRS), 800 per hour at 
Cullercoats on 17th (LH) and 1,000 per hour at Seaton Sluice early on 18th when 
about 2,000 were in Blyth Bay (MHp) . 87 were at North Shields on 16th (DMT) . 
Inland one was at the gull roost at Hallington on 20th (BNR) . 

Sandwich Tern 
398 were at Berwick on 3rd (JDL) . Steady S . passage was noted at Hauxley on 13th 
and Boulmer on 28th (HRS/BG ) . 

Roseate Tern 
At least eight (three juveniles) were at St. Mary 1 s Island on 11th where t'.vo 
present on 13th (AJB) . An adult was at Tynemouth haven on 14th ·(GB) and an adult 
with a juvenile at Blyth harbour on 18th (DMT). 

lto.sc. ... t.. T........_, 

$<1. t-A,..,'J'< !-,/-.,( 

1 Camnic 1 Tern 
40 were at St. Mary 1 s Island on 20th (IDM) . 

Carman Tern 
Numbers dwindling rapidly during the month. About ten were in Blyth harbour on 
19th (MSH), an adult feeding two juveniles at Tynemouth haven on 24th (SY), and one 
at St. Mary 1 s Island on 28th/29th (KR/RW). 

Little Tern 
One was at Tynemouth on 28th (DA) . 

Auks (Sp) 
50-55 per hour flew N. at Seaton Sluice on lOth and 18th (MHp). 
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Guillerrot 
About 15 were off Cresswell on 14th (TAC) and eight at Holy Island (JDL). 

Razorbill 
Singles were at Druridge Bay on 20th and Holy Island on 27th (MA). 

Little Auk 
Two very early reports. Two were off Seaton Sluice on 3rd and one at Stag Rocks on 
21st (WAK/TAC/MLC) . 

Stock Dove 
Two young were still in a nest-box at Slaley on 8th (CJ) . One-two were noted at 
Holy Island, Hauxley and Wallsend Swallow Pond. 

Wood pigeon 
Two young still in a nest at Gosforth Park on 7th (ISO). 

Cuckoo 
A juvenile was still being fed by a pair of Meadow Pipits at the Simonsides on 1st 
(ASJ) . Another juvenile was at Cresswell on 7th/8th (ADMc et al). 

Barn CMl 
A pair probably bred near Haltwhistle (per KIB ) . One was at Jesrnond on 27th (per 
MRS). 

Little CMl 
Singles were noted at Wallhouses, Starnfordharn and Horton. 

Tawny CMl 
Singles seen or heard in four localities. A road casualty was found near Charlton 
Mires on 14th (RD). 

Short-eared CMl 
One-three were present at St. Mary's Island after 15th (IC/AJB) . One- two were also 
seen at Seaton Burn, Backworth, Hauxley, Newton and Ross Links. 

Swift 
One flew N. at Blyth on 3rd. On 4th one-two were at Killingworth, Mitford, 
Prestwick Carr and Otterburn. The last was oneS. at Holywell Pond on 9th (AJB) . 

Kingfisher 
One-two were at Caistron, Corbridge, Riding Mill, Plessey Woods, Jesrnond Dene and 
Prestwick Carr during the month. 

Wryneck 
One was feeding at an ant's nest in a Hexharn garden on 1st (per AJR). Another was 
found dead at Howick Haven on 3rd (JMA) . 

Green Woodpecker 
Singles noted at Dipton, Billsmoor and Caistron. 

Great Spotted Woodpecker 
One-two noted in ten widespread localities. 
27th (HRS) . 

Skylark 

On the coast one was at Hauxley on 

Light S. rrovement noted at Hauxley on 11th and 25th and S.W. movement inland at 
Ladycross on 29th/30th (HRS/CJ) . 
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Sand M3.rtin 
20 flew s. at Hauxley on 4th (HRS) arrl one-two at Seaton Burn arrl Wallserrl Swallow 
Pond Up to 7th (AJJ/KR) . The last was one at Seaton Burn on 21st {BG). 

Swallow 
s. passage noted at Hauxley, Seaton Burn ard. Druridge on several dates (HRS/MRS) . 
The largest gatherings involved 150 at Juniper ard. 60 at Ovington on 5th (CJ/DP) 
arrl 100 at Seaton Burn on 30th (AJJ). 

House M3.rtin 
A second brood fledged near Belsay (JSt). The adults at a nest at Lesbury ejected 
their chicks from the nest and deserted the site on 13th (JMA) . At the Crarnlington 
colony the birds were last seen on 28th (LJM) . Large gatherings included 260 at 
Juniper on 5th (CJ), 150 at Seaton Delaval and Seaton Burn on 6th (MLC/AJJ) ard. 150 
at Corbridge on 15th (DP) . 20-60 were in four other localities up to 28th. 

Tree Pipit 
Two flew S.E. over Ladycross on lOth (CJ) . 

Meadow Pipit 
Steady S. passage noted in about nine coastal localities on several dates involved 
birds in flocks of up to 50. Inland 160 were at Ladycross on 2nd (CJ) , several 
hundreds on the Slinonsides on 13th (PWW) ard. 13-30 at three other localities. 

Rock Pipit 
About 20 were at St. Mary' s Island on 20th (BG ) . 

Yellow Wagtail 
One was at Hauxley on 6th (HRS) , three at Holy Island on 7th (JDL) , and singles at 
Cresswell and St. Mary's Island on 20th/23rd (KIB/BG ) . The last were two at Waren 
Mill on 27th (GB). 

Grey Wagtail 
Eight were at Corbridge on lst (DP), seven in Jesmond Dene on 28th (AJB) ard. 
one-three in five other localities inlarrl. Along the coast singles flew S. at 
Tynanouth on four dates between 13th-26th (CB), four were at Hcwick on 21st (MSH) 

. and one-two in four other areas. 

Pied Wagtail 
38 flew W. over Corbridge on 11th. Roosts included 40-50 at Caistron on 14th, 40 
at Ordley on 9th (MR/BNR) arrl near Wark on 22nd (MD) , 60 at Corbridge on 27th (JD) 
ard. 12 at West Denton (MH). Gatherings of 9-19 noted in several other localities. 

Robin 
About 12 were at Hauxley on 25th and 20 at Prior's Park on 26th (HRS/CB). 

Redstart 
Singles were at Jesmond on 5th (J&MH), Prestwick Carr on 6th/7th (BG) and a male, 
in full moult, trapped at W. Allendale on 16th (JPL). One was also at Hauxley on 
27th. 

Whinchat 
A family party of five were still at Prestwick Carr on 6th (MRS) when 13 were at 
Seaton Bum (LR) . One- two . were at Ordley and Whittle Dene up to 14th (RGW/BNR), 
when five at Embleton and one at Bondicarr (RKS/HRS). 

Stonechat 
Singles were seen at Holy Island, Hadston and Druridge and a pair at Annstead . 
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Wheatear 
One-six were in 12 widespread coastal localities during the month. Inland singles 
were still at Langlee on 14th and Calder on 21st (AMB). 

Blackbird 
An influx noted at Amble on 26th (EMY) when about 100 at Prior's Park (CB) . 

Fieldfare 
The first was one at Holy Island on 27th (ES/MBS) . 

Redwing 
One was at Hauxley on 26th (HRS) . 

Sedge Warbler 
One was inland at Caistron on 6th (MR) when ~ive at Seaton Burn reducing to one by 
21st (AJJ/BG) . The last were singles at Cresswell on 23rd (GB) and Hauxley on 25th 
(HRS). 

Barred Warbler 
An adult and a juvenile were at Prior's Park on 26th (CB/PPRS) . The adult remained 
until 27th and the juvenile until 28th. 

Whitethroat 
Singles were at Prestwick Carr on 6th (MRS) , Hadston on 8th (MJS) , Corbridge on 
11th ( MR) and Hauxley on 15th ( HRS) . 

Garden Warbler 
One-two were at Seaton Burn, Prior's Park and Hauxley between 2nd- 6th . 

Blackcap 
One-two were still inland at Sea ton Burn, Prestwick Carr, Close House, Belsay, 
Caistron and Matfen where five were present on 20th. Singles at Hauxley on 6th and 
14th (HRS) were the only coastal records. 

Yellow-browed Warbler 
'TWo were at Prior's Park on 26th joined by a third on 27th (PPRS). Other singles 
were at Hauxley on 26th/27th (HRS) and Holy Island on 27th (DPa). 

Wocd Warbler 
One was at Prior's Park on lOth (PPRS) . 

Chiffchaff 
Inland singles were at Ordley, Jesrnond Dene and Seaton Burn between 13th/17th and 
three at Matfen on 20th one remaining until 30th (RW) . Singles were at Hauxley and 
Prior's Park between 20th- 26th (HRS/PPRS). 

Willow Warbler 
On 2nd four were at Ordley (BNR) and about 20 at Matfen where a few still present 
on 8th (RW) . Singles were also at Horton on 7th and Seaton Burn on 13th (LJM/AJJ) . 
On the coast about ten were at Hauxley on 3rd and one- five there and at Prior's 
Park up 27th. 

Goldcrest 
One-four were at Whitley Bay Cemetery, St. Mary 's Island and Hauxley between 12th-
25th (HRS/AJB) . At St. Mary's Island one perched on the leg of a tripod while the 
observer was seawatching! 
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Spotted Flycatcher 
Inla~ two family parties were at Langleeford on 2nd (ASJ). Four were at Matfen on 
2nd and two on 20th (RW) . Along the coast one-two were seen at Prior's Park, St. 
Mary's Island and Hauxley up to 27th. 

Pied Flycatcher 
'IWo-three were at Prior's Park on 3rd/ 4th and again between 26th-29th (PPRS/CB). 
One-three were at Hauxley between 3rd-l5th and singles on 28th/30th (HRS) . 

Long-tailed Tit 
12 were at Sidewood on 27th (JCD). 

Marsh Tit 
'IWo were at Cresswell on 9th (RGW) . Also noted at Bolam. 

Willow Tit 
Three-four were noted at Prestwick Carr and Spindlestone during the month. 

Coal Tit 
Two-three were at Hauxley on 27th (HRS) . 

Blue Tit 
A maximum of 36 was at Hauxley on 27th ( HRS) • 

Great Tit 
About ten were at Hauxley on 27th (HRS) . 

Nuthatch 
One-four were noted at Jesmond Dene, Close House, Riding Mill, Ordley, Matfen, 
Hexham, Bolam and Belsay. 

Jay 
Eight were at Gosforth Park on 24th (MRS) and five at Slaley and Ladycross (CJ). 

Raven 
One flew W. at Caistron on 6th (MR) . 

Starling 
'Hundreds' were feeding on flying ants at Corbridge on 25th (DP) . 

House Sparrow 
A roost of 250 still at Horton until rnid-rronth. Gatherings of 100-250 noted at 
Holywell Dene and Seatoo Bum (KIB/GB). 

Tree Sparrow 
20 were at Seaton Burn on 14th (AJJ) . 

Chaffinch 
80 were at Hexhamshire on 2nd (BNR). 

Brambling 
The first were singles at St. Mary' s Island on 24th (AJB) and Hauxley on 30th 
(HRS) . 

Greenfinch 
100- 150 feeding on stubble at Seaton Delaval all month (MLC) . 

Goldfinch 
The largest charms were 20 at Lesbury on 8th (JMA), 18 at Caistron on 28th (MR) , 

I 
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arrl 15 at Bamburgh and Cramlington. A fledged juvenile was still being fed by 
adults at Amble on 21st (JMA). 

Si skin 
On the coast two flew s. at Prior's Park on 26th (CB), one was at Hadston on 
27th/28th (JRI') and three-four at Hauxley on 30th (HRS). 

Linnet 
Light s. passage was noted at Hauxley on 4th where up to 80 present on other dates. 
Flocks of 40-45 were at Caistron, Seaton Delaval and St. Mary's Islarrl. 

'!Wite 
One was at Cresswell on 5th (TLC). 

Crossbill 
'!Wo were at Colt Crag on 27th (BNR). 

Scarlet Rosefinch 
An immature or female was trapped at Hauxley on 15th (HRS). 

Bullfinch 
One-two noted at Sidewood, Belsay arrl SWinhoe Lake. 

Snow Bunting 
The first was one at Cresswell on 14th (ADMc) . 

Please send all October records, in Voous Order, to Mike Hcrlgson, 45 Elm tree 
Gardens, Whitley Bay, 'I}rne and Wear NE25 8QX, by 8th November, 1986 . 
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INDOOR MEEI'ING - THURSDAY 13TH NOVEMBER 1986 
This 'meeting will be held, as usual, in the Physics Lecture Theatre, Newcastle 
University, starting at 7.00 p.m. Our speaker will be Dr. Colin Bradshaw (our very 
own!) who will give a talk entitled 'Siberia' . He may not have any photographs of 
the salt mines but is sure to entertain with many interesting species for migration 
watchers!. 

SUBSCRIPTIONS 1986/87 
These are now overdue. If you have not already done so please re-subscribe ~ to 
our Treasurer, John Day, 2 Grange Avenue, Benton, Newcastle Upon Tyne and please 
consider covenanting your subscription (see previous bulletins). The current 
subscription rates are: Ordinary £11, Family £12, and Junior £5. 

BIRDS IN NORTHUMBRIA 1985 
It appears that a few copies of the annual report were bound with blocks of pages 
in the wrong sequence, or in sane cases part of the classified list missing. 
Please check your copy and if you have one which is faulted please contact Ian 
Kerr, telephone Tyneside 2676974, who will arrange for a replacement copy. We need 
to collect in any faulted copies to take our complaint back to the printer. 

SOCIAL EVENING - FRIDlW 28TH NOVEMBER 1986 
Tickets are still available fran Muriel Cadwallender, 32 Manners Gardens, 
Delaval, NE25 ODW, or at the November club meeting for this social event. 
cane along and have a bite to eat and a chat with your bird- watching (or 
friends. 

SEATCN SWICE WA'ICH'IU'JER 

Sea ton 
Please 
other) 

Keys are now available for the new watchtower on Rocky Island. They can be 
obtained from Muriel Cadwallender, address above, or at club meetings, price £2.50. 
In the near future the shutters at the watchtower will be modified to allow easy 
access to the elements and the birds. · 

THE NUTHA'ICH IN NORTHUMBERLAND 
I am currently looking at the status of Nuthatch in Northumberland with the view to 
documenting the spread of the species. No doubt sane membeL·s may have a number of 
unpublished records (particularly prior to the 1970's) and I would be grateful for 
any information concerning these. I am also interested in any breeding behaviour 
at sites e.g. singing males, holding territory, inspecting and plastering of nest 
holes etc and especially details of confirmed breeding Le. young being fed in the 
nest, recently fledged juveniles nearby, family parties. Nuthatches will also 
breed in nest-boxes and I would like to obtain any nest~box details e.g. position 
of nest-box, height, clutch and brood sizes, success rate, etc. I would be pleased 
if anyone can supply any information concerning the above. Mike Hcdgson. 

WADER CaJNTERS WANTED 
I still have three sections of coastline without a regular wader counter this 
winter . These are: 

If anyone can help 
possible. 

AVENUE BOOKS 

Berwick Harbour, 
Cresswell Village to Newbiggin, 
Tyne Estuary. 
with regular monthly counts please contact me as soon as 

Mike Hcdgson (Tel . 2520511). 

Same time ago we mentioned that club member Brian Bullough had opened a book shop 
dealing mainly with Natural History subjects. Brian now has a catalogue available, 
free, which lists his stock. These are available from Brian at 43 Hedley Avenue, 
Blyth, NE24 3JP or his shop Avenue Books, Land of Green Ginger, Front Street, 
Tynemouth . They will also be available at the November club meeting . 
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M)NI'HLY SUMMARY - OCTOBER 1986 

The weather during the month showed a very mild pattern being relatively warm and 
below average rainfall. Several weather stations reported their sunniest October on 
record and others the sunniest since 1981. Winds were mainly from the south-west but 
only tYA:> days of really strong winds were noted. The lack of easterlies was 
noticeable. 

For same observers the month was disappointing and not living up to past standards for 
the ti.me of year. However it was still an interesting period even though passerine 
inmigration was not heavy and rarities were few. 

Numbers of Red-throated Divers built up as usual and there was a large gathering of 91 
Red-breasted Mergansers off Ross. Sea-watching was generally quiet with only a few 
skuas and no heavy passages of ducks. Two Bitterns were found but a new species for 
the county was a cattle Egret near Barrasford up to 11th. Arriving Whooper SWans were 
accanpanied by disappointingly low numbers of juveniles. Snall numbers of Bewick 1 s 
SWans also appeared. Goose passage was still conspicuous with more Barnacle Geese 
passing through early in the month and the Brent Goose flock at Lindisfarne building 
up to 1,200 by 31st. 

. , ..... . 

A male Marsh Harrier moved s. at Craster on 15th. A tame Pectoral Sandpiper was seen 
by many during it 1 s stay at Bac.k"YA:>rth between 7th-14th. AlthoUgh numbers of passage 
waders dwindled several Jack Snipe were seen. 

Passerine immigration was uncharacteristically light but the first main thrush arrival 
occurred on 5th with good numbers of Red wings and Song Thrushes. The large gathering 
of Reed Buntings at Druridge on this date was notable. There were, however, few 
Fieldfares during the month. About seven Yellow-br~ Warblers and were found and 
Hauxley fared better than most coastal localities with a Firecrest on 8th and a long 
staying Golden Oriole between 14th- 31st. Up to 40 Lapland Buntings frequented Holy 
Island between 11th- 25th. Other interesting records during the month included Hen 
Harriers, Buzzards, _Mediterranean and Laughing gulls, a party of Waxwings and Twite. 

MBlABL 

Founded in 1958. Membership is open to all with a beneficial interest in 
ornithology. It provides a monthly bulletin, indoor meetings, field outings, 
organises surveys an.d publishes Birds in Northumbria, the annual report for 

the area. 
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CLASSIFIED Lisr 

Red-throated Diver 
A maxirnwn of 46 were in Druridge Bay between Hadston Lake and Chevington Burn on 
11th (MH), including many in full summer plumage. 25 were off Warkworth on 5th and 
Holy Island on 12th (AJJ/EG) including sane in wing aoult. One-five noted off 
Hauxley, Beadnell and Barnburgh. 

Black-throated Diver 
Singles were at Holy Island on 11th and Beadnell on 12th (RKS), Druridge Bay on 
19th (BCG/ISO), Barnburgh on 24th (MH/JSe/PWW), and Holy Island on 26th (MRS). 

Great Northern Diver 
Three flew S. at Hauxley on 12th (HRS) and singles were noted there on 11th, 25th 
and 27th. One was in Druridge Bay on 11th (KIB/GSR) and another off Holy Island on 
26th (DPa). 

Little Grebe 
Largest concentrations were 11 at Holywell on 8th (KR), 10 at Cresswell on 13th 
(MlC) and five at Arcot on 15th (LJM). One- four were noted on five other waters. 

Great Crested Grebe 
A rraxirnurn of four were at Scaton Burn on 17th. Three v..Bre at Hallington on 12th 
(RW), two at Hartburn on 16th (MIC/TIC) and the family party of four remained at 
Arcot all month. One-two were on three other inland waters. Offshore, one flew N. 
at Hauxley on 4th, three-four were in Druridge Bay on 7th (JECM/JM) and one was off 
Holy Island on 12th. · 

Red- necked Grebe 
All reports were from Holy Island with three- four off the Heugh on 23rd (IK/EG/AJJ 
et al). One- two were noted on six other dates . 

Slavonian Grebe 
One was ort Holy Island on 25th, another on Hadston Lake on 26th and two off 
Barnburgh the same day (JECM/JM/JDL et al). 

Ful.rrar 
Four were still at Barnburgh Castle on 4th . The only other repor t s involved two off 
Hauxley on 17th and one at Holy Island on 24th . 

Sooty Shearwater 
Tre only r eports involved one N. at Holy Island on 4th and one S. at Hauxley on 
25t h when t wo moved S. off Holy Island. 
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Manx Shearwater 
One N. off Holy Island on 24th was the only sighting. 

Gannet 
Passage N. was noted with 200 per hour at Hauxley on 4th and lOO per hour at Holy 
Island on 25th (HRS/ES/IDM). Feeding parties of 50 were in Skate Road on 2nd and 
150 at Bamburgh on 18th. One-twenty v.-ere noted fran four other sea-watching 
localities. 

Cormorant 
20 were at Hauxley on 7th and a maximum of 21 at North Shields Fish Quay on 12th 
(DMI'). Inland, two were in trees at Derwent Reservoir on 4th (BNR/CJ) and five 
flew NE at Backworth on 12th (KR). 

Shag 
Moverrent N. was noted at Hauxley with 20 on 4th and 30 on 8th. 
gathered off Dunstanburgh Castle on lst (IK/PWW). 

Bittern 

At least 60 

One found at Seaton Burn on 4th remained until at least 15th (AJJ et al). Another 
was at Caistron on 18th (MR) . 

Cattle Egret 
A juvenile found near Barrasford on 30th September remained until 11th O::::tober. 
This was the first county record (JC/RF) . 

Grey Heron 
Six 'Were near Newton Pool on 19th (RKS) and a rna.ximum of five v.-ere on Holy Island 
fran 19th- 26th. One- five were also noted from nine other widespread localities 
with two mobbing two Buzzards in Upper Coquetdale on 6th providing the most unusual 
sighting ('rN:) . 

Mute Swan 
A maximum of 215 were in the Tweed Dock area on 19th. 13 at Cresswell on 18th was 
the only other sizeable gathering with one-seven noted in eight other localities . 

Bewick' s SWan 
A family party of six arrived from E. at Grindon Lough on 26th (SJH) while two were 
with Whooper Swans moving S. at Hauxley on 31st. 

Whooper SWan 
Wintering flocks arnvwg during the month held very few juveniles indicating a 
poor breeding season. The usual Holywell gathering reached lOO on 26th but only 12 
juveniles were present (PL) while at Lindisfarne in the final v.-eek a flock of 111 
had only ten juveniles (BL). Parties of five-thirtyfive were seen in ten other 
areas. 

Bean Goose 
Two v.-ere with Greylags at Budle Bay on 22nd (MR) . 

Pink-footed Goose 
Two skiens totalling 89 flew S. at Ladycross on 23rd (CJ) while on 26th a flock of 
90 fed in stubble near Hallington (BNR) . Seven flew in at Holborn 1vloss on 12th 
(ISD) and seven were at Grindon Lough on 26th (SJH) . A single was at Holywell from. 
8th- 31st. 

Wbite- fronted Goose 
One was with the Budle Bay Greylags on 22nd (MR) . 



4 

Grey Lag Goose 
The Fegular wintering area at Budle Bay held a maximwn of 2,500 on 25th (BL). 
Other larger counts included 138 at Colt Crag on 12th (RW), 199 at Caistron on 26th 
(MR) when 260 fed in stubble near Hallington and 44 at Holywell on 31st (JEF) . 

Four-thirty were noted at three other localities. 

Canada Goose 
Hallington provided the only records with a maximwn of 89 feeding in stubble with 
Grey Lags on 26th (BNR). 

Barnacle Goose 
Continued arrival was noted on 2nd with 85 birds resting at Budle Point (ASJ) . On 
4th 111 at Lindisfarne included ten with yellow Darvic rings (DO'c/BL) . A flock of 
60 were in Budle Bay on 15th as passage continued. Elsewhere, four were near 
Newton Pool on 12th (RKS) and a single was at Cresswell Pond from 4th-25th. 

Brent Goose 
Numbers at Lindisfarne rose from 127 on 5th to 650 by 24th and 1,200 by 31st (BL/ 
IK/ASJ). Ten dark- bellied birds were present on 25th. Light passage N. was noted 
from Hauxley between 5th- 22nd and 20 moved N. off Warkworth on 19th (Pw'W) . A 
single light- bellied bird was at Cresswell Pond from 1st- 4th. 

Shelduck 
A return from moulting grounds was noted with numbers in Budle Bay rising from 29 
on 11th to 75 by 26th. 12 were on the sea at Cresswell on 7th. Inland records 
involved singles at Holywell Pond and Hallington, both on 12th. 

Wigeon 
Over 10,000 were at Lindisfarne by 12th and coastal passage N. was noted from 
Newton on 4th. Elsewhere on the coast, 120 were at Cresswell by lOth . The main 
counts inland involved 57 at Derwent Reservoir on 4th (BNR/CJ), 160 at Swinhoe on 
12th (ISO), 57 at Angerton on 16th (TlC/MIC) and 120 at Grindon Lough on 25th 
(JSB) . 

Gad wall 
One-four frequented Seaton Burn during the month, two were at Druridge Pool on 11th 
(MA/KH) and singles were at Holywell on 25th (JRI'/KWY) and Newton Pool on 26th 
(JDL) . 

Teal 
The main gatherings included 450 at Holborn Moss on 12th, 120 at Cresswell Pond on 
13th, 174 at Seaton Burn on 19th, 250 at Holy Island Lough and Derwent Reservoir, 
also on 19th, and a peak of 440 at Caistron on 26th. 15- 80 were present in six 
other areas. 

Mallard 
Peak counts included 500 at Caistron, 480 at Seaton Burn, 235 at Derwent Reservoir, 
223 in Budle Bay, 220 at Kimmer Lough, 200 on Northumbrian Loughs, 150 at Pawston 
Lake, 144 at Holy Island Lough, 114 at Colt Crag and lOO at Sweethope Lough. Up to 
50 were noted in six other areas and 105 were on the sea at Newton Point on 26th. 

Pintail 
Seven on Fenham Flats on lOth was the largest group (KWY) . Four were on the sea 
off Hadston on 13th (MJS) . Two- three were at Seaton Burn and t~ frequented 
Wallsend Swallow Pond (AJJ/AGH/SJL et al) . Two were also at Grindon Lough (SJH) 
with singles noted at Pawston l~ce and Holy Island Lough . 



5 

Shovel er 
A maximw~ of 64 were at Seaton Burn on 6th. One-three were noted during the month 
at Grindon Lough, Cresswell Pond, Holywell Pond, Newton Pool, Arcot Pond and Holy 
Island Lough. 

Pochard 
A peak of 89 at Seaton Burn on 4th dropped to only two by 22nd but at nearby Arcot 
Pond numbers went from 32 on 7th to 82 by 29th. The only other big parties were 38 
at Grindon Lough on 18th (JSB/RKS) and 30 at Hadston Lake on 29th (HRS) . 
Ten-fifteen were regularly at Cresswell Pond and Caistron (PRW/MR). 

Tufted Duck 
Maximum counts involved 76 at Colt Crag and Hallington, 63 at Cresswell Pond, 27 at 
Seaton Burn and 17 at Arcot Pond. One-twelve frequented five other waters. 

Sea up 
Six were off Ross on 4th (ISO) and four off Hadston on 13th (MJS). One-two were 
regularly at Cresswell Pond, Druridge Pool and Hauxley Reserve (ADML/IF et al). 
One was near St. Mary's Island on 8th and 19th (KWY/IDM) and a female was at Seaton 
Burn on 12th (AIB) . 

Eider 
The only counts were 400 at Bamburgh (BRS) and 161 at Cresswell (MA/KH) . 

Long- tailed Duck 
Numbers were generally low, 14 
the largest counts (MR/JDL). 
Newton Point and Holy Island . 

Comnon Scoter 

off Ross on 22nd and 18- 20 at Bamburgh on 26th being 
Two- eight were reported from Hauxley, Cresswell, 

A maximum lOO of were in Druridge Bay where many drakes displayed on 23rd (MH) . 
Passage N. was noted with 33 at Holy Island on 5th and 50 at Craster on 18th. 

Velvet Scoter 
Up to ten were in Druridge Bay during the month (P:i./DY/Sf./1'0 et al) Three were off 
Holy Island on 12th and the same day three were at Newton Point. 

Goldeneye 
Movement S. was noted at Hauxley with 15 on 25th while elsewhere along the coast 
only two- ten were noted from seven localities. Inland 11 at Hallington on 26th was 
the largest count with one-ten at six other waters. 

Red-breasted Merganser 
The largest concentrations were 91 off Ross on 2nd and 40 at Warkworth on 5th 
(ASJ/PJJ). At least 20 were at the mouth of the River Aln on 26th (BG) . 
Two-eleven were also noted at Druridge and Holy Island. 

Goosander 
The only parties noted were 14 at Caistron and 11 at Pawston Lake on 11th (MR/JS) 
while five "red-heads" were noted at Derwent Reservoir . Singles were noted at four 
other localities. 

Marsh Harrier 
An adult male flewS . off Craster on 15th (PWW). 

Hen Harrier 
"Ringtails" were noted on the Simonsides on 15th (MH ) and at Branch End on 24th 
(SJH) . 
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8parrowhawk 
One-two were seen in over 30 widespread areas, 11 of them coastal sites. Two 
regularly hunted suburban gardens at Chapel House/Chapel Park, Newcastle, and 
singles were regularly seen over the city centre and Tyne Bridge areas. 

Buzzard 
Two were 1robbed by Herons in Upper Coquetdale on 6th (TAC) and a single was over 
the Simonsides on 15th (MH) . 

Kestrel 
Three flew in from E. at Tynemouth on 5th suggesting immigration (CB). One- two 
were reported from 15 other scattered localities. 

Merlin 
Two males and one female were present on Holy Island from 18th-24th. There were 36 
other sightings during the month, 29 on the coast and seven inland. 

Peregrine 
Hunting birds were noted on several occasions. An immature male struck a pigeon 
near Druridge Pool on 5th (Ex:/MH et al). One dropped a wader while being mobbed by 
gulls at Holy Island on 9th (ASJ), two adults chased Lapwings at Caistron on 19th 
(MR) and a first-year bird struck a Redshank and chased a Redwing at Fenham Mill on 
25th (BL) . One made a "half- hearted" stoop at ducks at Grindon, also on 25th 
(JSB ) . Singles were noted at Hadston and Hauxley during the month and two were 
noted together at Holy Island on 11th, 19th and 23rd, talon-grappling being seen on 
the latter date . 

Red Grouse 
The only reports were singles near Thrunton Woods on 2nd and a party of five coming 
down fro..'TI higher ground to feed in a field at 990 feet at Ilderton Dod on 25th 
(M3A/AMB) . 

Black Grouse 
Two males were at Humbledon, near Wool er, on 20th (AS) and there were occasional 
sightings of singles at Threestoneburn during the month (AMB) . 

Red-legged Partridge , 
Caistron produced coveys of 12 on 11th and 19th (MR) and two groups compr1s1ng 21 
birds on 31st (IF). Singles were noted at Chillingham, Rothbury and Calder. 

Grey Partridge 
Larger coveys included 65 near St. Mary's Island (IDM), 40 at Horton (LGM), up to 
40 at Backworth (IF), 17 at Caistron (MR), and up to 16 at Seaton Burn and Hauxley. 
Two flew across the Tyne on 28th and after crossing Scotswood Road, Newcastle, 

landed in a grassed area (BL) . 

Water Rail 
Two were noted at Seaton Burn on several dates and two were also noted at Newton 
Pool on 3rd and Gosforth Park on 7th. Singles were reported at Holywell during the 

1 rronth. 
I 

Moorhen 
12 were at Bolam Lake on 16th. An adult escorted two juveniles at Chevington 
indicating local breeding despite disturbance from opencast mining . 

Coot 
Maximum counts included 325 at Seaton Burn on 12th but this was 200-300 fewer than 
average over the past four Octobers. Other large groups were 128 at Holywell, 70 
at Cresswell Pond and 50 at Angerton . 
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Wader Count 

The following areas were counted during O::tober: Seahouses-Beadnell (MI.C/TAC), 
Beadnell-Howick (MF/AW), Howick-Boulmer (IK), Boulmer-Alnrnouth (WI'L/DRS), S. 
Alnrrouth (El'N), Ccx;ruet Estuary (PWW), Amble-chevington (TPMW), Chevington-cresswell 
(BJX;/EC/ISD), Newbiggin-Blyth (KDS/MPC), St. Mary' s Island (IDM). 

Oystercatcher 
A total of 592 were noted during the rronthly count. In addition 1,000 were at 
Guile Pant on 4th and a peak of 177 at Cresswell during the month. 

Ringed Plover 
181 were noted on the rronthly count. 96 were at Berwick Little Beach on 3rd (JDL) 
and a peak of 60 were on Hauxley beach on lOth. One found dead at Beadnell in 
August had been ringed as a breeding female at Loch Fleet, Highland, in May 1976. 

Golden Plover 
The build-up of wintering flocks was noted. Largest counts involved 2,100 at 
Lindisfarne, 2,000 at Hauxley, Druridge Bay and St. Mary' s Island and 600-700 at 
Boul..m2r and Alnrrouth. 

Grey Plover 
Only 13 were noted on regular the wader count. However, about 400 were at 
Lindisfarne on 16th. 

Lapwing 
Larger gatherings included 1,500 at Druridge, 700- 800 at Caistron, 400 in Coquet 
Estuary and 300 at Derwent Reservoir . Immigration was indicated by five from E. at 
Hauxley on 18th and 40 moved w. at Ladycross on 16th. 

Knot 
Groups of 45 were at Cresswell Pond on 18th while during month a maximum of 60 were 
at Hauxley. 

Sander ling 
26 at St. Mary 's Island on 8th was the largest group. 
Hauxley beach with a maximum of 21 on 30th. 

Little Stint 

Birds were regularly on 

Two were on Beal Sands on 4th while between 1st- 9th one was at Cresswell Pond. 

Pectoral Sandpiper 
One found at Backworth Pond on 7th remained until at least 14th (JEF/GPg et al). 

Curlew Sandpiper 
One was on Hauxley beach on lst. 

Purple Sandpiper 
A total of 80 were noted on the regular count. 
Bamburgh held a maximum of 103 on 22nd. 

Dunlin 

The usual wintering area at 

Only 127 were noted in the monthly count. In addition about 270. were at Holy 
Island causeway on 25th and a maximum of 40 at Hauxley Reserve during month . 

Ruff 
Six at Hauxley Reserve on 16th was the largest group, two-five being present during 
the rest of the month. Five visited Hadston Lake on 11th. Singles were at four 
other localities . 



'i 
' 

I 
:j 

.! 
I 

8 

Jack Snipe 
Two were at Holy Island on 5th and 12th and singles were noted there on four other 
dates·. One was at Backworth on 8th. 

Snipe 
Main groups were 40 at Druridge Pool, 30 at Cresswell Pond, 22 at Wallsend Swallow 
Pond, 20 at Seaton Burn, and 15 at Holy Island Lough. One-four were regularly at 
Hauxley Reserve. 

Woodcock 
ImrrUgration was indicated by singles in four coastal areas, a very tired bird being 
watched flying in from E. at Druridge on 23rd. 

Black-tailed Godwit 
Three were at Holy Island on 12th. Singles were noted during the month at five 
other localities. 

Bar-tailed Godwit 
An estimated 2,000 were at Lindisfarne on 9th. Elsewhere numbers were low with 12 
at Hauxley being the only group noted. 

Whirnbrel 
Two were at Hauxley on 7th and a single at Beal Sands on 18th. 

Curlew 
150 were noted on the regular monthly count. 96 were on Holy I sland on 25th while 
inland a maximum of 42 were at Caistron. 

Spotted Redshank 
One- two were at Fenham- le- Moor on llth (BG) and two- three frequented Wallsend 
Swallow Pond from 2nd- 12th (ES/KR et al). 

Redshank 
A total of 1,036 were found in the monthly count. Other large groups included 719 
at Lindisfarne on 4th and a peak of 150 at Hauxley on 18th. 

Greens hank 
Six were at Lindisfarne on 4th and one at Holy Island Lough on· 5th. 

Green Sandpiper 
One was at Wallsend Swallow Pond on 2nd. 

Turn stone 
935 were noted during the inonthly wader count. 75 were at Bo.....rwick Little Beach on 

': 3rd and a peak of 80 at Hauxley on 2nd. 

Pornarine Skua 
One adult flying N. off Holy Island on 4th was the sole record. 

Arctic Skua 
Seven individuals were noted during the month from Cresswell, Hauxley and Holy 
Island. 

Great Skua 
There were ten sightings involving about 22 birds from six sea- watching localities . 

Mediterranean Gull 
The Craster bird was noted on lst and 4th. 
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Laughing Gull 
The Newcastle General Hospital bird was noted on 8th (MPF). 

Black-headed Gull 
Roost counts involved 5,000 at Derwent Reservoir, 4,000 on factory roofs at 
Scotswood and 1,500 at Colt Crag Reservoir (BNR). 1,000 gathered in Budle Bay on 
24th (BRS). 

Coomon Gull 
Surveys of roosts revealed 12,000 at Derwent Reservoir and 14,000 at Colt Crag 
(down from 18,000 in September). 700 also ' roosted at Caistron. A Norwegian-ringed 
bird was found dead at Holywell. 

Lesser Black-backed Gull 
48 were in Budle Bay on 12th and 42 roosted at Caistron on 18th declining to 16 by 
26th. One-six were noted daily at Seaton Burn with one-two also noted at six other 
localities. 

Herring Gull 
1,200 roosting in Coquet Estuary was the largest count (EMY). 450 were off Budle 
Bay at dusk on 11th and 600 juveniles were at North Shields on 18th. 

Glaucous Gull 
'I'M:> first-winter birds were at North Shields (SY/DMI') . 

Great Black-backed Gull 
Large groups included 600 near Druridge Pool (FH), 520 at Berwick (JDL) , 354 near 
Blyth Cemetery (MSH) and up to 300 in the Coquet Estuary (EMY) . 40 roosted at Colt 
Crag and 25 at Scotswood (BNR) . 

Kittiwake 
Steady passage N. was noted off Hauxley on 4th. 14 were present at the North 
Shields colony on 4th and 45 at the Fish Quay on 19th (DMT). 

Sandwich Tern 
Seven remained at Bamburgh on 2nd and singles were at Newton on 4th and Holy Island 
on 11th. At Newton on 15th a juvenile was food- begging to nearby gulls (EI'N/JRN ) . 

'Commic' Tern 
Two were at Seahouses on 18th. 

Common Tern 
Singles were at Holy Island and Collywell Bay on 11th, Hauxley on 18th and North 
Shields on 19th. 

Auks (Sp) 

12 flew N. in 15 minutes at St. Mary's Island on 23rd (MSH) and light N. passage 
occurred off Hauxley on 29th. 

Guillemot 
Small numnbers were noted offshore, particularly at Holy Island between 18th-25th . 

Stock Dove 
Feeding groups of 20 were noted near Hartley on 12th (IDM), 45 at Holywell on 20th 
(DY/SY) and 18 in a turnip field at Juniper on 25th (CJ). 
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Woodpigeon 
30 feeding on mainland near St. Mary's Island was the only report. 

Collared Dove 
Singles were noted in Hauxley wood during the month. 

Barn OWl 
Singles were noted near Morpeth, Holy Island causeway and Horton. Near Wooler on 
26th a youngster only 2t-3 weeks old was found at foot of a nest indicating the 
protracted breeding season for the species (per BG). 

Little OWl 
Singles were noted at Ponteland, Whittingham and Ellingham. 

Tawny OWl 
Calling birds were noted from Ellingham, Monkseaton and S. Gosforth. 
were at Birtley (GAF) and Seaton Burn where an individual roosted 
(AJJ) . 

Short-eared OWl 

Other singles 
from 4th-21st 

One-two were present in the St. Mary's Island/Holywell area during the month. 
Other singles were at found Newton Pool, Fenham Flats, Cresswell, Hauxley, Seaton 
Burn and Wark. 

Kingfisher 
Two were seen at Caistron with singles reported from the Redesmouth- Bellingham 
stretch of N. Tyne (HWR/DA) , Wylam and Jesrnond Dene . 

Great Spotted Woodpecker 
Singles were reported from eight widespread localities. 

Green Woodpecker 
One was noted near Hepple on 19th (per WAK). 

Skylark 
Flocks were noted in many coastal areas. Between 10th-13th s. and w. movement were 
noted with 109 W. in 15- 20 minutes at Lindisfarne on 11th when 85 per hour moved S. 
at Hadston (JDL/MH) . Srrall groups arrived from E. at Holy Island on 12th (BNR) and 
steady S. movement was noted during 13th at St. Mary' s Island (MSH) . 242 flew W. 
at Beal on 18th. Inland 10-40 were noted from three localities. 

Swallow 
Numbers dwindled rapidly with the largest parties noted being five at Hadston 5th 
(DA), 16 at Hauxley on lOth (HRS), eight at Holy Island on 11th (BG) and 20 at 
Embleton on 12th (RD) . One- five were noted in 13 other localities, the last a 
single at Alrunouth on 28th (JMA) . 

House Martin 
A total of 14- 15 were at Denton, Newcastle, on 9th. Singles were noted in four 
other areas, the last being at Beadnell on 21st. 

Meadow Pipit 
Up to 50 were in the Hauxley area and 30 were noted at St. Mary's Island on 14th. 

Rock Pipit 
Groups of 20 were noted at Cresswell, Hauxley, and Beadnell with at least 15 at 
St. Mary' s Island. An influx was suggested at Holy Island where they were more 
praninent than usual between 18th- 24th. 
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Grey Wagtail 
Two flew s. at Prior's Park on 1st (CB) and singles were noted in five other areas 
including Newcastle City Centre. 

Pied Wagtail 
Up to 31 roosted at Seaton Burn fran 16th (AJJ/AIB) and 24 were at Berwick Little 
Beach early in the month. 

Waxwing 
Ten were at Kielder on 9th (per BL). 

Dipper 
Two were singin:r near Felton on 10th-11th, three were in the Harthope Valley on 
16th and singles were noted on two other streams (ETN/JRN/ASJ et al). 

Wren 
Two rrobbed a Weasel at Cresswell on 3rd and two-threee were noted at Morpeth 
(DA/AS). At least 35 passed through Hauxley during the month (HRS) . 

Dunnock 
An influx was indicated with many being noted at Hauxley and Holy Island (IK/HRS). 

Robin 
Influxes were noted in coastal areas. 21 were ringed at Hauxley during the month 
and they were praninent in the Holy Island, Fenham, Blyth, Seaton Sluice and St. 
Mary's Island areas. 

Redstart 
Singles were at Holy Island and Priors Park (CB/BSB/MJS). 

Whinchat 
Two were on Holy Island and one at Hauxley on 5th (JDL/HRS) . 

Wheatear 
Two-three were noted in seven coastal areas, the final record involving two at Holy 
Island on 13th (BSB). 

Ring OUsel 
A light influx occurred on 5th with two on Holy Island and one at Cresswell (BL/BG/ 
IK). Singles also occurred at Holy Island on 12th (SJH) and Hauxley on 16th (HRS) . 

Blackbird 
Light arrivals were noted on several dates. Over lOO were at Priors Park on 5th, 
and arriving at Hauxley on 16th, when 35 flew into Holy Island £ran E. and 
small- scale arrivals continued there between 19th-25th (CB/ASJ/HRS/IK ) . 

Fieldfare 
Unusually for <Xtober only very small numbers were noted on the coast although 
light in:Cluxes were reported fran 23rd, when ll then arrived on Holy Island. In 
the final week they were rrore praninent inland with up to 400 per day W. at 
Ladycross, 30 at Caistron on 26th and over lOO at Windyhaugh on 31st . 

Song Thrush 
Arrivals fran E. were noted on 5th with 200-300 on Holy Island, 150 at Prior's Park 
and 40 at Cresswell (JDL/BL/CB/BG ) . Smaller numbers were noted at Bamburgh but 
"several hundred" were reported arriving at Hauxley (BRS/HRS). Between 6th- 8th 29 
moved W. over Ladycross (CJ) . 
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Red wing 
An influx occurred on 5th with 1,500-2,000 over Hauxley, "large numbers" at Holy 
Island, at least 100 at Newton Pool area and about 160 at dawn at Bainburgh were 
followed by arrivals throughout the rrorning (HRS/BL/ISD/HRS). Lighter arrivals 
were noted at Cresswell. Another influx occurred on 12th with a peak of 3,000 per 
hour reducing to 300 per hour at Holy Island (NRG). Most passed W. without 
pausing. A lighter influx occurred on 24th-25th with at least 200 on Holy Island. 
Inland 400 were feeding on Yew at Wallington on 26th. 

Mistle Thrush 
18 were noted with Fieidfares and Redwings at Ladycross on 8th (CJ). Other parties 
during the month included 14 at Coldmartin Lough on 3rd (ISD) and 15-20 at Horton 
Grange on 18th (AGH). 

Lesser Whitethroat 
One was on Holy Island on 6th (MJS). 

Garden Warbler 
Singles were at Hauxley on 9th and 11th and Prior's Park on 13th and 15th 
( HRS/KDS/DS) . 

Blackcap 
A· male at Matfen on 1st was the only inland record (RW) . One-two were noted in 
seven coastal localities but 14 were in Prior's Park on 15th (KOS) . 

Yellow-browed Warbler 
Singles were noted at Prior's Park on·5th, 7th, 12th-13th and at Blyth Cemetery on 
13th-14th (CB/MPF/MSH et al ) . One was at Hauxley on 5th and two were present from 
14th-17th (HRS). Another was found near St. Mary's Island on 13th (OS) . 

'/.J.l;~ 13,-::J b_td-....., 

.5"·(o . gc.. . 
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Chiffchaff 
One was inland at Matfen from 3rd-6th (RW) . One was singing at Alnmouth Common on 
5th (MSH) and two-three on Holy Island on 11th-12th included one singing bird. One 
was at Arcot on 13th (MJS) and four were trapped at Hauxley between 12th-14th. 

Willow Warbler 
Singles were at Hauxley on 5th and Holy Island on 11th (HRS/RKS ) . 

Goldcrest 
The only coastal record was from Hauxley, a rraximwn of eight noted on 8th. A 
noticeable increase in nwnbers was reported in H~~amshire area by mid-month 
although there were fewer than usual at Threestoneburn (CJ/BNR/AMB ) . 
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Firecrest 
A first-year male was ringed at Hauxley on 8th (HRS). 

Spotted Flycatcher 
One was at Bothal on 7th (KWY) . 

Pied Flycatcher 
One was in Prior • s Park on lst, at least one was at Hauxley frau 2nd-8th while 
another was on Holy Island on 5th (CB/HRS/KWY) . 

Long-tailed Tit 
Eight were in a mixed tit flock at Buckshaw on 18th (AS). 

Marsh Tit 
Nine were at Allenbanks on 23rd (SJL) . 

Coal Tit 
Coastal records may have indicated immigration. Two were at Barrllxlrgh and two at 
Craster on 5th, three at Hauxley on 6th and six flew W. over dunes at Hadston on 
11th. 

Blue Tit 
Coastal records involved 15 at Barrllxlrgh on 4th and over 30 at Hauxley during the 
month. Inland 50 were at Wallington on 26th. 

Great Tit 
Two-six noted at Hauxley and Blyth Cemetery while 30 were at Wallington on 26th. 

Nuthatch 
Four-five were noted at Wallington, three-four at Jesmond Dene, two at Riding Mill 
and singles at Hulne Park, Close House, Stocksfield, Hexham and Matfen. 

Treecreeper 
Three were at Allenbanks on 18th. 

Golden Oriole 
A second-year fanale was at Hauxley from 14th-31st (HRS). 

Jay 
Two-three were noted in seven typical woodland localities. 

Magpie 
A flock of 14 was at Wylam on 5th while six were at Hauxley on 18th (JSB/HRS). 

Rook 
Flocks of 200-300 noted daily at Cramlington. 

Carrion Crow 
80 roosted at Sweethope on 26th (BNR). 

Starling 
1,000 were at Hauxley on 11th and 200-300 arrived from E. in small parties at Holy 
Island on 12th (NRG) . Parties of 50-200 were noted moving W. each evening at 
Matfen (RW) . 

Tree Sparrow 
Seven were at Hauxley on 14th. 
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Chaff inch 
The largest groups noted were 20 at Hauxley on 13th and at least 40 · in the College 
Valley on 24th. 

Brambling 
Light arrival was indicated between 4th-7th with 25 at Craster and one-three in 
three other coastal localities. Heavier movement occurred on 11th-12th with about 
200 passing through Holy Island. One-ten were also noted in five inland areas. 

Greenfinch 
A flock of 150. was in stubble at Seaton Oelaval between 1st-24th (MLC ) . 

Goldfinch 
A charm of 20 at Howick Haven on 20th was the largest group noted . 

Si skin 
Feeding parties of . 25- 30 were at Langley on 16th while 15 were in the Harthope 
Valley on 26th (SJH/GAF) . 

Linnet 
A flock of 370 at Lindisfarne on 11th was the largest noted. Parties of 150 and 
lOO were in the Dunstanburgh and Hauxley areas. 

Twite --A party of 30- 40 were at BrocK Mill on 19th (BG). One was at Cresswe11 on 23rd 
(ASJ). 

Redpoll 
Larger parties included 50 at Prestwick Carr and Caistron, 40 at Hauxley and 25 at 
Arcot. 

Crossbill 
One-five were noted from Ladycross, Blanchland, Sweethope and Threestoneburn. 

Bullfinch 
One was at Ha~~ey on 29th. 

Lapland Bunting 
Scattered groups totalling about 40 birds were on Holy Island from 11th-25th 
(NRG/IK et al). Up to three were at St . Mary's Island from 11th- 14th (ITh~ et al ) . 

Snow Bunting 
Very few were found. One was at St. Mary's Island on 18th and four were at Hauxley 
and two at Hadston on 26th. 
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Reed Bunting 
At least 200 were feeding in an area of Mugwort at Druridge Bay on 5th, the largest 
gathering noted by the observers for many years (BG/IK). 

Corn Bunting 
One at Hauxley on 25th was the only record. 

Please send all November records, in Voous order, to Mike S. Hcxigson, 45 Elmtree 
Gardens, Whitley Bay, NE25 8QX by 8th December at the latest. 

LIS!' OF CON!'RIBUTORS 

J.M. Almond M. Henry M. Richardson 
M.G. And er son A. G. Hetherington K. Robson 
D. Archer S.J. Hingston L. Robson 
M. Armstrong M. S. Hcxigson B. N. Rossiter 
A. M. Bank.ier P. Holden G. S. Rushbrooke 
K.I. Barratt F. Hopkin D.R. Shannon 
B.S. Bates K. Huxley M.J. Sharp 
D.H.W. Blair A.S. Jack K.D. Shaw 
J. s. Booth J.K. Jackson M. B. Shaw 
A. I. Bowman A. Janes D. Short 
c. Bradshaw c. Jewitt E. Slack 
TA & ML Cadwallender A.J. Johnston M.R. Smith 
M.P . Carruthers W. A. Kelly J . Steele 
I. Chadwick I. Kerr R.K . Stephenson 
J . Connelly P. Lascelles A. Stimpson 
E. Crabtree B. Little J. Strowger 
I. s. Davidson W.T. Logan J.R . Tcxid 
K. Dawson J . D. Lough D.M. Turner 
R. Dunn S.J. Lowe R. Walton 
G.A. Fenwick L.J. McDougall T.P.M. Watson 
J.E. Fergusson A. D. McLevy P.R. Weighill 
I. Fisher J & JEC Malloy P.W. West 
R. Foster I.D. Moorhouse A. Wocxihall 
M.P. Frankis ET& JR Norris K. W. York 
M. Freernan D. Patter son E.M. Young 
B. Galloway G.C. Pollinger A,D & S Younger 
B.O. Green H.W. Richard son Bamburgh Ringing Station 

Hauxley Ringing Station 

INDCX)R MEETIN3 - THURSDAY 11TH DECEMBER, 1986 . 
This rreeting will be held in the Physics Lecture Theatre, Newcastle University, 
starting at 7.00 p.m. OUr speaker will be Rob Fuller, from the B.T.O., whose talk 
is entitled 'Birds and Wocxiland Management'. 

SUBSCRIPTIONS 1986/87 
These are now long overdue. If you have not paid your subscription by the end of 
November 1986 then this will be the last bulletin you will receive. Please arrange 
to pay outstanding subscriptions to John Day, 2 Grange Avenue, Benton, Newcastle 
Upon Tyne, now. It is costly to the club if individual reminders have to be posted 
out again. 

N. AND T.B.C. 'BIRD PHOTOGRAPH OF THE YEAR 1986' 
Last year we organised a photographic competition to find the best bird photographs 
taken by members and some of the results were shown at the April Members's Night . 
I'Je now plan to run this event annually and entries can be made for photographs 
taken during 1986. The same panel of judges will decide the ultimate winner and 
again we will present the best at the next Member's Night . 
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The rules of the c~oetition are as follows:-

1. The canpetition is open to members of the Northumberland and Tyneside Bird 
Club. 

2. Photographs must take the form of 2 x 2 transparencies only and must not be 
glass rrounted. Up to three per entrant will be accepted. 

3. Photographs must be taken in the area covered by the Club 1 s annual report, 
Birds in Northumbria. 

4. Photographs of captive birds will not be admitted. 

5. Any photograph which depicts a species for which a N.C.C. licence is required 
should be accanpanied by a copy of the appropriate licence. 

6. The photographer 1 s narre should be clearly marked on the transparency mount. 

7. Photographers should provide a S.A.E. for the return of their transparencies or 
arrange to collect them personally. 

8 . An entry fee of £1.00 should be enclosed with entries. 

9 . The Northwnberland and Tyneside Bird Club can accept no responsibility for any 
transparency and entries are accepted only on this condition. 

10 . The judges decision will be final. 

Entries should be made: 

a) by post to Ian Kerr, 27 Eddrington Grove, Westerhope, Newcastle, NES lJG 
(Tel.2676974), or 

b) by hand to I an at any club meeting . 

The closing date for the c~oetition is 31st January, 1986. 

FIELD TRIPS 

29th-30th November 

Sat 31st January 1987 

Sat 14th February 1987 

Sat 7th March 1987 

Norfolk Weekend All places full 

Ross/Budle Bay (for grebes, divers, sea-duck, etc) 
Meet 9.00 a.m. Seahouses Harbour. 
Leader Mike Hodgson 

North Shields Fish Quay (for Glaucous, Iceland and 
other Gulls) 

Meet 9. 00 a.m. Lifeboat Station 
Leaders Ken Shaw and Colin Bradshaw 

Caerlaverock/Lock Ken (Geese, ducks, etc) 
Leaders John Day and Alan Johnston 
Details of times, places to be arranged . 

If you are interested in any of these trips please contact Colin Bradshaw now. If 
you require a lift or have a spare seat in your car please let Colin know. 
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SALES NEWS 
The club can now offer for sale a nice line in greetings cards, the designs of 
which have been taken fran the illustrations in Birds of Northumbria 1985. The 
four species depicted are Srrew, Slavonian Grebe, Hen Harrier and Panarine Skua. 
They corre in packs of eight (with envelopes) for a mere £1. 00! ! The inside is 
blank so that you can write you own messages. They are very useful for Christmas 
so buy now fran our Sales Officer, Muriel Cadwallender, 32 Manners Gardens, Seaton 
Delaval or at any club meeting. 

CG1MITTEE MEMBERS 1986/87 
The followin3 officers have been appointed by your carunittee for 1986/87. 

Chairman and Recorder 
Mike S. Hcrlgson 
45 Elrntree Gardens 
Whitley Bay 
NE25 8QX 
(Tel: 252 0511) 

Treasurer 
John C. Day 
2 Grange Avenue 
Benton, Newcastle 
NE12 9PN 
(Tel : 266 3071) 

Field Meetings Secretary 
Colin Bradshaw 
9 Tynemouth Place 
Tynernouth 
North Shields 
(Tel: 257 2389) 

Sales Officer 
Muriel L. Cadwallender 
32 Manners Gardens 
Seaton Delaval 
Whiltey Bay NE25 COW 
(Tel: 237 1145) 

Bulletin Distribution Officer 
Sandy Bankier 
12 Lartington Gardens 
South Gosforth 
Newcastle NE3 lSX 
(Tel: 285 4201) 

Secretary 
Ian Kerr 
27 Eddrington Grove 
Westerhope, Newcastle 
NE5 lJG 
(Tel: 267 697 4) 

Assistant Secretary 
Ken D. Shaw 
Flat 3 
28 Whitley Road 
Whitley Bay 
(Tel : 253 3424) 

Indoor Meetings Secretary 
B. Nick Rossiter 
West Barn 
Lee Grange, Ordley 
Hexharn NE46 lSX 
(Tel : Slaley 509) 

Librarian and Information Officer 
Alan ·J. Johnston 
27 Park View 
Wideopen, Newcastle 
NE13 60H 
(Tel: 236 5263) · 

The carunittee have also appointed the two rnenbers of the Records Committee to join 
the Recorder for 1986/87. As four nominations were made an election was necessary. 
Bryan Galloway and Brian Little were duly elected to serve for 1986/87. 

A GUIDE TO SUBMITTIN:; ORNITHOLCGICAL RECORDS 
Members joining the club are issued with a guide to contributing records but this 
in now out of date and because of the growth of our membership requires further 
detailed inforrnation . A revised Guide to Subrni tting Ornithological Records is 
enclosed with this bulletin for use by all members . Please take the time to read 
through it. By following the guidelines you can help to ease the work of preparing 
the bulletin each month and also to assist the County Records Comnittee. If you 
have any queries please do not hestiate to contact me. (Tel : 2520511) Mike Hcrlgson . 

l 
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REX:ORD CARDS AND RARE/UNUSUAL BIRD REPORT FORMS 

Recently I have received several envelopes containing record cards which have been 
marked with a surcharge by the G. P. 0. When sending record cards by post please 
remember to use the correct amount of postage. 

I£ you require further supplies of record cards please send rre a suitably sized, 
s.a.e. Sane envelopes that I receive are so srrall that I can barely get three 
cards into them! Record cards are also available at club meetings. The special 
report forms for rare and unusual species are also available, from me, on request 

Mike S. Hodgson 

CONSI'ITUTIONAL AMENDMENl' 

At the A.G.M. in October the proposed constitutional amendrrent outlined in the July 
1986 bulletin attracted the required number of votes for adoption. Because of the 
expense of sending out complete new constitutions to all members we would ask you 
to note that Section 5 b) now reads: 

'The ccmnittee shall elect two people, who need not be Club Carmittee 
members, one of whom need not be a Club rna~, to join the Recorder to 
form a Records Canmittee, whose job is to consider all records for 
publication in the annual report. Each of the elected members shall not 
serve for more than three consecutive years. Each shall not be eligible 
for re-election until 12 months has elapsed since their last term of 
office on the Records Committee'. 

NEW SPECIES FOR THE COUNTY ? 

We do have some jokers in the club! This month I received a record card for a 
Penguin at Hauxley. Described by Martin Davison and Ian Fisher as about the size 
of a Willow Warbler, having reddish upperparts with a hint of black and white and 
all red underparts. It was watched for five m.lnutes before being predated and 
devoured by a ravenous John Day ! Must have been a boring October at H. R. S. -
Before acceptance more detailed notes will be required 

GOSFORTH PARK NATURE RESERVE 

We have just heard that the first stage of restoration work on the lake at Gosforth 
Park Nature Reserve has now been completed. The area of the lake has been more 
than doubled and islands created and, of course, two hides are available. The 
depth of the waater in the lake now varies and will undoubtedly attract back the 
wildfowl and waders which were previously noted in the reserve before the demise of 
the lake. 

Club members who wish to visit the reserve should note that visiting arrangements 
are unchanged; if you are not a member of the N.H.S. of Northumbria then details 
can be obtained f ram the Hancock Museum, Newcastle. 

THANKS 

Are due to Ian Kerr who compiled the Classified List, at short notice, this month. 
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M:lNI'HLY SUMMARY - OOVEMBER 1986 

November saw the continuation of the mild weather experienced during the previous 
rronth. Winds were mainly fran the westerly sector and strong on several occasions. 
Periods of NE and s winds occurred during the first couple of days and mid-month. 

On 1st a snall passage offshore produced records of Arctic, Great and Panarine Skuas, 
a Sooty and several Manx Shearwaters and at least three late 'Ccmnic' Terns. However 
the organised sea-watch on 8th saw very little rrovement. Long-tailed Ducks in the · 
Stag Rocks/Ross area reached 45 by 8th and 12 Red-necked Grebes were present on 26th. 
Records of Whooper swans increased but the numbers of juveniles remained low. Several 
.Bewick's swans arrived and geese, particularly Grey lags, were still prcminent. A 
'redhead' Srcew was found at Bolam lake but disappeared for a few days when the water 
froze over. A Spotted Crake, the second this year, appeared at wallsend Swallow Pond 
on just one day. 

The regular wader count received extensive coverage this rronth resulting in high 
counts of sane species but others, such as Sanderling and Dunlin, remained scarce . 
late migrant, or perhaps wintering, waders involved Ruff, Spotted Redshank, Greenshank 
and Green Sarxlpiper. Several Jack Snipe were noted but Wocdcock, often prcminent 
during November, were scarce. A late Sandwich Tern was seen on 16th and several 
swallows up to the 29t.."'1. Passerine imni.gration was light with small numbers during 
the first few days and again mid-rronth. Thrushes were particularly noticeable by 
their absence along the coast. A Great Grey Shrike was at Bamburgh on 18th and 
several Long-eared <Mls arrived fran 13th. 

At Holy Island Lapland Buntings were conspicuous for most of the month with a peak of 
97, one of the largest gatherings recorded in the county. 

Other interesting species included five Hen Harriers, Bitterns, MEditerranean and 
Laughing Gulls, Little Auk, Black Redstarts, Twite, Mealy Redpoll and Hawfinch. 

Founded in 1958. Membership is open to all with a beneficial interest in 
ornithology. It provides a monthly bulletin, indoor meetings, field outings, 
organises surveys and publishes Birds in Northumbria , the annual report for 

the area. 
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CLASSIFIED Lisr 

Red-throated Diver/Diver (Sp) 
oruridge Bay held a maximum of 20 on 2nd (MA et al) when -a flock of 17 N. on 29th 
(MH). Ten were seen off Eamanuel Head, Holy Island on 16th (JDL) and one-eight 
were in a further nine coastal localities, including a flock of seven N. at 
Tynemouth on 9th (AH). 

Black-throated Diver 
One-two w:re off Holy Island on 1st/2nd (JDL). Singles were at Hauxley on 8th 
(HRS), Stag Rocks on 9th <DPa), Druridge on 13th (IF) and off Hadston on 23rd 
(ADM:::) • 

Great Northern Diver 
Singles flew N. at Hauxley on 3rd and S. on 8th (HRS) when two N. and one S. at 
Holy Island (DPa). One was at Stag RocKs on 21st and three on 26th <DY/SY/MH). 

Little Grebe 
Up to ll were at Cresswell Pond during the rronth (EC/.PJ3H) and five at Holywell Pond 
and Foxton (ISD/JMA). One-two were at four other localities. One on the sea at 
St. Ma.ry 1 s Island on 4th was attacked by a Great Black-backed Gull (MSH) . 

Great Crested Grebe 
Fi•Je were at Hallington on 15th (RW), the family party remained at Arcot until 
4th (LJM) and one-three were also noted at Whittle Dene, Hadston Lake, Holywell 
Pond and Seaton Burn although at the last site up to five individuals ~M:re 
involved. One was at St. Mary 1 s Island on 19th (LH/SY') . 

Red-necked Grebe 
TMJ at Stag Rocks on 8th increased to at least 12 on 26th (.PJ3H/MH) . TM::J ~M:re at 
Holy Island on 21st (DY'/SY') and one at Druridge Bay on 26th (ASJ) . 

Slavonian Grebe 
Four were at Stag . Rcx::J<s on 26th (MH) and one-two at Ross on 2nd and 22nd (MJS). 

FulrPar 
Eight at Bamburgh Castle on 7th increased to 39 by 21st CGCP/DY). Up to seven w:re 
on Holy Island. ' 

Sooty Shearwater 
One flew N. at St . Ma.ry 1 s Island on lst when it or another N. at Holy Island ( JC/ 
DPa). Another moved N. at the first site on 2nd (IC). 

t-Janx Shearwater • 
On lst birds croving N. involved nine at St. Ma.ry 1 s Island, · six at Hauxley and one 
at Holy Island (KDS/HRS/DPa). 

Gannet 
50 flew N. at Newbiggin on lst (JRT/KWY') when steady S. passage noted at Tynecrouth 
(CB) . 60 per hour moved N. at Hauxley on 2nd (HRS) and 119 S. at Ross Back Sands 
on 9th (JDL). 

Cormorant 
102 were at Blyth Harbour on 3rd and 31 at the Tyne Estuary on 26th ( H3/DMI') 32 
flew N. and 19 S. at Hauxley on 8th (HRS) . Inland one-four were noted on five 
'"'sters as fac ~M:st as Kielder and including two roosting in trees at De.rwent 
Reservoir on 15th (RKS) . Three were at Corbridge on 19th but the usual roost there 
has not developed as yet (MR) . · 
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Shag 
148 were at Lindisfarne on 2nd where many v.Bre rroving N. Numbers increased to 260 
by 23rd (JDL). 

Bit tern 
Singles at Seaton Burn on 9th and Caistron on 16th were probably the birds reported 
last month (AJJ/MR). 

Grey Heron 
Nine at Boulmer on 15th and seven at Alnrrouth and Close House on 8th and 30th were 
the largest gatherings (ES/GCP). One- five were noted in another ten widespread 
localities. 

Mute swan 
98 were at Berwick Harbour on 3rd (JDL). 13 were at Capheaton on 20th, 11 at 
Rothley on 13th (MLC) and one- nine at seven other waters. 

Bewick's swan 
One was at Fenham Mill on 2nd (ADM::/ASJ). TM:> v.Bre at Holy Island on 15th 
(JRI'/KWY) and four (one juvenile) at Caistron on 16th (MR) . TM:> were at Warkworth 
Lane on 29th (MH) and Whittle Dene on 30th (RGW). 

Whooper Swan 
At Holywell Pond a peak of 127 on 5th (total of 15 juveniles) dropped to only one 
by 29th (ISO et al) . The herd in the Bothal- Druridge area reached a peak of 141 by 
29th (TMM/KDS et al). At Seaton Burn 29 v.Bre present by 21st (AJJ), the Holy 
I s land herd held a maximum of 47 on 7th (GCP) and 53 (ten juveniles) were a t 
Gr indon on 22nd (RMH/JSB) . Up to 18 were noted in at l east e i ght other localitie s . 
Single birds wearing ye llov-1 colour rings were at Cais t r on on 9th and Grindon on 
11th. 

Pink- footed Goose 
58 were at Hallington on 1st (BNR) and 54, probably part of the same flock, at Colt 
Crag on 3rd (JRT). 55 flews. at Ladycross on 6th (CJ) and 39 W. at Seaton Delaval 
on 22nd (TAC). One was at Holywell all .rronth with three on 12th- 14th. Other 
singles were at Caistron on 2nd and Berwick on 3rd (MR/JDL). 

Grey Lag Goose 
4,100 in the Elwick area on 15th was by far the largest gathering reported (JDL) 
1,500- 2,000 were at Holborn Moss on 3rd (ISO) and 1,500 at Budle Bay on 6th (ASJ). 
Other large groups included 539 at Colt Crag on 3rd (JRI'), 210 at Grindon on 15th 
(CJ) , 208 at Caistron on 9th ( MR) and 200 at Windy Gyle on 20th (JSe) . The 
Holywell flock increased to 170 by 12th, sorre of these probably accounting for 
records in the surrounding areas (JEF et al). 43 flew W. at Threestoneburn on 2nd 
(AMB) and 97 'grey' geese flewS. at Ladycross on 19th (CJ). 

Canada Goose 
77 were at Hallington on 15th (RW) when seven at Derwent Reservoir (RKS) . 13 v.Bre 
at Arcot on 20th (LJM) and six over Warkworth on 29th (JMA) . · 

Barnacle Goose 
One flew S. at Ross on 9th (JDL). TM:> were at Holywell Pond between 17th- 29th 
(JEF/ISO) . 

Brent Goose 
About 1,500 were in the Lindisfarne area by 2nd (ASJ et al) . One flew N. at 
Hauxley on 3rd (HRS) and two were at St . Mary' s Island on lOth (MRS) . Single 
dark- bellied birds were at Hadston Lake on 13th (IF) and St . Mary's Island on 15th 
(JC/SY) . 
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Shelduck 
40 were in Budle Bay on 8th (ES/DRS). One was at Holywell Pond on 29th (GS/JSr) . 

!Jigeon 
•rhe largest gatherings were 1,250 at Elwick on 15th (JDL), 150 at Druridge Pool on 
29th (JC) with up to 200 on the sea offshore, 170 at Grindon on 19th (ETN/JRN), and 
l20 at Hartburn on 16th (T.AC/MLC) . 20-80 were noted in several other localities. 
A total of 60 N. off Hauxley between lst-3rd (HRS) and many were moving off Holy 
Island on 2nd probably due to shooting activity (JDL) . 

Gadwall 
Four were at Seaton Burn on lst and one at Holy~ll Pond on 6th (AJJ/MSH) . 

'I'eal 
;l'he largest gatherings were 220 at Caistron on 2nd (MR), over 100 at Newton Pool, 
vlallsend Swallow Pond, Seaton Burn and Grindon Lough and 10-80 at about nine other 
'"eters. 20 flew N. at Hauxley on 2nd/3rd (HRS) and 20 arrived from E. at Cresswell 
on 16th (l-\J3H). 

JVaJ.lard 
The largest gatherings were 450 at Seaton Burn on 16th (AJJ) when 360 at Hartburn 
and 311 at Derwent Reservoir (MLC/BNR), 300 at Caistron on 2nd/9th (MR), 290 at 
Colt Crag on 15th (RW) when 200 at Kirnrrer Lough (ISD) and 190 at Holywe11 on 5th. 
30-165 were noted at 11 other waters. On the sea 113 were off Cresswe11 on 2nd 
tt-IA), 80 off Boulrner on 15th (wrL) and up to 53 at St. Mary' s Island (IDM/SJL). 

Pint ail 
'l'v.o drakes were at Seaton Burn on 12th/13th, one remaining until 30th (AJJ ) . other 
single drakes were at Wallsend swallow Pond between 1st-4th (ES/DRS ) , Holywell Pond 
on 9th (IC ) and Budle Bay on 15th (JRT) . 

Shovel er 
37 at Seaton Burn on 1st reduced to three by 30th (AJJ). Four drakes were on the 
sea at Druridge Bay on 2nd and two drakes and a duck there on 16th (MA/l-\J3H). 

Pochard 
58 at Killingworth Lake on 20th, 52 at Hallington on 15th, 42 at Arcot on 1st and 
40 at Hadston Lake on 16th were the largest gatherings (LJM/RW/ISD). 4-30 noted on 
eight other waters. 

Tufted Duck 
J..45 at Hallington on 15th and 69 at Bolam on 16th were the largest gatherings 
(RW/MLC). 10-40 were on nine other waters. Tvi> arrived high fran the E. at Newton 
Point on 8th (BNR). 

Sea up 
'&D were on Cresswell Pond between 2nd- 15th (AIB/GB). Singles were at Hadston on 
29th (ES/WI'L) and at St . Mary's Island throughout the month (IDM) . 

Eider 
200 were off Stag Rocks on 29th (JC) . 40 flew N. at Hauxley on 2nd and 79 N. and 
24 S. on 8th (HRS) . 

Long-tailed Duck 
A total of about 45 was in the Ross/Stag Rocks area on 8th (MH/AGH ) . 21 were off 
Holy Island on 2nd (JDL) and one-two at Annstead, Beadnell, Hauxley, St. Mary's 
Island and Druridge Pool during the month. 
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Corrmon Scoter 
150 were in Druridge Bay on 2nd when lOO flew N. at Hauxley (AGH/HRS) 25-40 were in 
the Ross/Stag Rocks area. 

Velvet Scoter 
Birds 'M:re present in oruridge Bay all rronth with a peak of 20 off Hadston on 2nd 
(MJS et al). One visited DD1ridge Pool on 23rd (MGA). One-two were also noted at 
Holy Island, Longhoughton Steel, Hauxley and St. Mary's Island during the rronth. 

Goldeneye 
Light coastal passage was noted during the first three days when 50 N. at Druridge 
(MA), 40 at Seaton Sluice (GCP) and 30 at Holy Island (JDL) with smaller numbers in 
other localities. 43 were at Holywell Pond on 22nd (ISO) and 20-25 at Bakethin, 
Hadston Lake and the River Tyne at Wylarn(Heddon. Smaller numbers were on ten other 
waters. 

Smew 
A 'redhead' was at Bolam Lake between 16th-19th and again on 28th (MLC/RKS/ASJ). 

Red-breasted Merganser 
ll flew N. at Hauxley on 1st/2nd and six N. at Druridge (HRS/TO) . 30 were at Ross 
on 2nd (ASJ) and one- six noted at Holy Island, Stag Rocks, Dunstan Steads, and 
Druridge Bay during the rronth. On Hadston Lake three v-Bre present on 16th 
increasing to eight by 22nd (ISD/MJS et al ) . Two were on Duridge Pool on 2nd (MA) . 

Goosander 
Up to ten 'M:re on the River Tyne at Wylam on 23rd (MA), and eight on the River Aln 
at Lesbury- Foxton on lst increased to l3 by 8th (WD/JMA) . One- seven were at ten 
other localities inland . 

Hen Harri er 
A male was on Holy Island on 15th (JRT) . Single 'ringtails' were at Craster 
(WD/JMA1 and Druridge Pool (MA/ES) on 8th. One was at Holywell Pond between 
6th-14th with two present on 12th (SY/SR/JW et al). 

Sparrowhawk 
One-two v-Bre noted at about 20 widespread localities. Singles were present 
throughout the month in Newcastle City Centre, attracted by the Starling roost (IK) 
and in W. Newcastle six casual sightings, as against four of Kestrel, during the 
month (MH) . 

Buzzard 
One flew NW at Aydon, near Corbridge on 15th (AJH) . 

Kestrel 
One-two noted · in about 18 widespread localities. 

Merlin 
One-two v.Bre in eight coastal localities. Inland singles were seen in another four 
areas. 

Peregrine 
One- two v.Bre in the Ross- Holy Island area up to 9th (DPa et al ) and a single at 
Newton on 30th (JDL) . Two were at one inland locality. 

Red Grouse 
16- 18 v.Bre at Darden Burn, Cheviot and near Allenheads (JSe/GCP) . 
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Black Grouse 
Five w:re at Hexhamshire during the Ironth and at least three at Threestoneburn 
where 1 lekk.ing 1 noted on 2nd (CJ/AMB). 

~ed-legged Partridge 
Coveys of 17 at Caistron on 2nd (MR) and 15 at Netherwitton on 4th (JMA) . 

Grey Partridge 
4 0 were at St. Mary 1 s Island on 20th ( SJL) • Coveys of 6-16 were noted in a further 
ten localities. 

water Rail 
Singles were at Newton and Gosforth Park on lst (ES/ISD), Wallsend SWallow Pond on 
3rd/4th (LH/GCP), Holywell on 5th-19th, Druridge on 23rd (MJS) and at Seaton Burn 
throughout the month (AJJ) . 

Spotted Crake 
Cne was watched for about 40 minutes at Wallsend SWallow Pond on 2nd (JSr/GWC). 

Moorhen 
·36 were at Wallsend Swallow Pond on 30th (JRT). 

Coot 
~~20 at Sea ton Burn on 2nd increased to 483 by 30th (AJJ) • 95 were at Holywell on 
9·ch ( IC), 80 at Hartburn on 16th and 71 at Caphea.ton on 20th (MIC/TIC) . 

WADER COON!' - 15th November, 1986 

The following areas were counted: Budle Point-Seahouses (APM) , Seahouses-Beadnell 
(l'-liC/TPC/AS), Beadnell-:-Howick (MF/AW) , Howick- Boulmer (IK ), Boulrrer- Alnmouth 
cwrL/ES), S. AlniiDuth (ETN) , Ccquet Estuary (PWW), Chevington Burn~resswell (BD3/ 
BC/ISO), Cresswell- Newbiggin (AGH) , Blyth Estuary (LJM), Blyth- Seaton Sluice (NWR), 
St. Mary 1 s Island (IDM), Tyne Estuary (SY) . Excellent coverage was achieved this 
month. 

~tercatcher 
A total of 1,050 noted during the wader count. In addition 170 were at Cresswell 
Porrl on 2nd (MA) and 302 at Berwick Little Beach on 7th (JDL) . 

Ringed Plover 
l\ total of 330 noted during the wader count . 
2nd. (JSg) and 85 at Budle Bay on 8th (BNR). 
Pond on 16th (JRT) . 

('.,olden Plover 

40 were at .Berwick Little Beach on 
One was inland at Wallsend SWallow 

About 3,000 were at St. Mary 1 s Island on 23rd (IDM) and 2,500 at Druridge on 13th 
CIF). Other large counts included 1,600 at Newton Pool on 30th (JDL) and 650 near 
Belsay during the rronth (JSt) . Three were still on rroorland at Allendale Carunon on 
22nd (KO) . 

G.cey Plover 
A total of 37 noted during the wader count . Up to 500 were also noted in the 
Ross/Lindisfarne area (ASJ/JDL) . 

Lapwing 
The largest flocks involved 2,000 near Ponteland (EC ) , 1,000 at Whittle Dene, St . 
Mary 1 s Island, Blyth, Coquet Estuary and Druridge and 600- 850 at Westerhope, Hexham 
and Caistron . other gatherings of 200 - 600 noted in a further eight areas. 
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Knot 
A total of only 257 noted during the wader count although 200 were at St. Mary's 

Island on 23rd (IDM) and 220 at Budle Bay on 30th (JDL). 

Sander ling 
Only 168 noted during the wader count. 60-65 v.Bre also seen at Guile Point and 

Holy Island causeway ( IK/JDL) and 40 at Berwick (JSg). 

Purple Sandpiper 
A total of 494 noted during the wader count although numbers at Stag Rocks 

increased to 200 by 30th (JSW). 

Dunlin 
A total of 595 noted during the wader count. 2,100 were at Holy Island causeway on 

23rd (JDL). One was still inland at Wallsend Swallow Pond on 30th (JRT). 

Ruff 
Two were at Cresswell Pond on 16th (MA). 

Jack Snipe 
Three were at Druridge Pool on 7th and 13th with two on 16th (IF) . Two were at 

Wallsend Swallow Pond on 15th (MBS/ES) and one at Whittle Dene on 30th (RGW) . 

Snipe 
Large counts were over 100 at Wallsend Swallow Pond on 15th (ES/wrL ) and 28 at 

Druridge Pool on 7th (IF) . 

Wocdcock 
Between 1st- 20th one- two were noted along the coast at Holy Island, Hauxley, 

Hadston and St. Mary's Island. One flew along a main road at Cowgate on 2nd (MSH) . 

Bar-tailed Godwit 
A total of 30 noted during the wader count. 1, 000-1,300 were at Fenham Flats on 

15th and 22nd (CB/JDL) . 

Curlew 
A total of 206 noted during the wader count when 166 v.Bre in Budle Bay (KWY/JRT) . 

261 were at Lindisfarne on 23rd (JDL). Inland ten were at Grindon and Hallington 

on 15th and 30th (CJ/BNR) and two-three at Brenkley (AMB) . 

Spotted Redshank 
Two were at Wall send Swallow Pond on 1st, one remaining throughout the rronth 

(DRS/ES et al ) • 

Red shank 
A total of 968 noted during the wader count. 330 were at Black LcJN on· 1st (JDL) 

and 250 at Berwick on 2nd (JSg) . 

Greenshank 
Tw:) were at Beal Sands on 22nd and one on 23rd (JDL) . 

Green Sandpiper 
One was at Caistron on 2nd (MR) . 

Turnstone 
A large total of 1,586 noted during the wader count. 74 were on a ploughed field 

at Craster on 1st (RKS) and 60 at Berwick on 2nd (JSg ) . 
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Porrarine Skua 
A total of 11 flew N. and 12 S. at St. Mary's Island on 1st when a further 15 
'lnidentified Skuas were seen (KDS et al). I<'our also moved S. at Holy Island on 
trlis date. On 9th at least one was in the Holy Island/Ross/Bamburgh area (DPa/KR) . 

Arctic Skua 
On lst three flew N. at St. Mary 1 s Island, two N. at Seaton Sluice (JC), singles N. 
and S. at Hauxley (HRS) and two S. at Holy Island (DPa). One was off Ross on 2nd 
< Am-t/ASJ) • 

Great Skua 
On 1st ten flew s. and six N. at St. Mary 1 s Island (KDS et al") and one-three were 
off Seaton Sluice, Newbiggin, Druridge and Holy Island. One flew N. at Druridge on 
30th (JECM/KH). 

~editerranean Gull 
·,rile Craster bird was still present during the rronth. A second winter bird flew N. 
::l.t Hauxley on 2nd ( HRS) • 

J..aughing Gull 
The Newcastle bird was seen on five days during the month. 

Little Gull 
'1.\o.D adults were at Druridge Bay on 5th (ASJ) and another at Seaton Sluice on 29th 
( ,JDS/ GWS ) . 

Black-headed Gull 
l, 000 per hour moved N. at Hauxley on 1st ( HRS) . 
Estuary (DMI' ) . Inland roost counts included 2, 900 
Derwent Reservoir on 22nd, and 4,000 at Hallington on 
roosted at Budle Bay on 8th (BNR) . 

Comnon Gull 

Up to 900 were in the Tyne 
at Scotswood on 19th and at 
30th while on the coast 1,700 

800-1, 000 per hour moved N. at Tynemouth on 8th (CB) . 600 were at North Shields on 
24th/25th (AH) . 14,000 roosting at Hallington on 1st increased to 20,000 by 30th. 
10,000 roosted at Derwent Reservoir on 22nd and 800-890 at Colt Crag and Broomlee. 
13, 000 roosted at Bud le Bay on 8th ( BNR) . A group of nine with other gulls at 
Alnmouth on 23rd showed the characteristics of the Russian race, L. c. heinei 
(.EG/IK) • 

Lesser Black- backed Gull 
Four were at Caistron on 9th and two on 16th (MR). 
other localities. 

Herring Gull 

Singles were noted in nine 

800 were in the Coquet Estuary on 8th (EMY), 200 roosted at Hallington on 1st and 
130 at Derwent Reservoir on 22nd (BNR) . 

Iceland Gull 
A second-winter bird was at North Shields Fish Quay on 5th and a first-winter at 
Tynemouth Haven on 16th (DY/SY). 

Glaucous Gull 
All reports were of first-winter birds . One was at North Shields Fish Quay between 
1st- 14th (DMI') and others flying N. at Cresswell on 8th (IK ) , at Hadston on 9th 
(MJS) when another N. at Holy Island (DPa ) , and on Holywell Pond on 14th (ASJ ) . 
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Great Black-backed Gull 
200 per hour moved N. off Hauxley on lst ( HRS). 
on lOth (EMY). 60 roosted inland at Hallington 
22nd (BNR) . 

Kittiwake 

1, 200 w=re at the Coquet Estua...ry 
and Derwent Reservoir on lst and 

150 per hour moved N. at Hauxley on 2nd (HRS) when 39 -were at North Shields Fish 
Quay (DMI') • 

Sandwich Tern 
A late bird was at St. Mary's Island on 16th (LH) . 

'Corrmic' Tern 
At least three w=re at St. Mary's Island on lst (KDS/TO) when two, possibly the 
sane were at Newbiggin (ADMc) . 

Corcmon Tern 
One flying N. at Seaton Sluice on lst may have been one of the 'Camnic' Terns noted 
above (JC). 

Auks (Sp) 
50 per hour flew N. at Hauxley on 8th (HRS) . 

Guillemot 
Small numbers were at Holy Island and Ross on 9th/16th (JDL) . 

Razorbill 
One was at Cresswell on 9th (MGA) . 

Little AUk 
Two flew N. at Seaton Sluice on lst (jC) . On 8th two flew N. at Tynemouth and one 
at St . Mary's Island (CB/WAK ) . 

Puffin 
One flew N. at Hauxley on 8th and another S. at Holy Island on 23rd (HRS/JDL). 

Stock Dove 
12 were at Ordley on 11th (BNR) and 11 roosted at Holywell Pond on 26th (ISD) . 

Woodpigeon 
90 flew high to S. at Juniper on 12th (CJ) and 121 flew SE at North Shields on 14th 
(SJL). 

Collared Dove 
36 were at Seaton Delaval between 19th- 30th (TAC) . The roost at North Shields held 
20 by 27th (RHA) . 

Barn O.Vl 
A road casualty from the Borders was successfully released at Rothbury on 16th but 
another road casualty at Snitter on 25th had to be destroyed (JSe). One was at 
Acklington on 28th (NWR) . Two brcxXls of two and three were reared near Blagdon 
during the breeding season. 

Little O.Vl 
One on Holy Island on 23rd was a most unusual record (DPa/JDL). Other singles w=re 
at Bingfield, Kirkley Hall and Wallsend Swallow Pond. 
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'l'=twnv OWl 
One in a Whitley Bay garden on 30th was hunting roosting Blackbirds (MSH). Other 
singles were seen in four other localities. 

Long-eared OWl 
Several immigrants noted. At least two were at Hauxley between 13th-15th (HRS). 
On 15th two were roosting at Seaton Burn (AJJ), and singles were at Holy Island 
(CB/KWY ) and Holywell Pond (JEF/ASJ) . Further singles were near Whalton on 16th 
(~~~ ) and at Wallsend Swallow Pond on 18th (IF/AJB). 

Short-eared OWl 
One-two were noted in 13 coastal or near coastal localities. One arrived fran the 
E. at Cresswell on 2nd (IK) and another resting on the rocks at Beadnell on 15th 
·.vas probably a recent immigrant (TAC). Inland one was at Caistron on 2nd where it 
or another found dead, very emaciated, on 7th (MR/JSe) . 

_I<lngf i sher 
Si ngles were noted ·at Caistron and Jesmond Dene (MR/MPF). 

c1.·een WOOdpecker 
Singles were seen at Howick, near Belsay and Falstone. 

Great Spotted WOOdpecker 
One-two were in seven typical localities while one at LcM Newton Village on 29th 
may have been an imnigrant (RKS). 

Sky .lark 
13 arrived fran the E . at Hauxley on 8th and ten moved W. at Horton on 9th 
(SRS/LJM). 

s-.vallow 
~) late birds were at Alnmouth on 6th and singles at Lesbury on 26th and Alnmouth 
on 29th (WD/JMA) . 

Meadow Pipit 
30 flew W. at Prior's Park on 3rd (CB) . Inland sma.ll numbers still in rroorland 
areas at Ladycross and Sweethope (CJ/IK ) . 

_Ecck Pipit 
20 were at St. Mary's Island on 15th (JC/MBS) . 

Gr~y Wagtail 
Singles noted at North Shields, Foxton and Matfen. 

Dipper 
Five were along a half mile stretch of the River Rede on 30th (HWR) . One-two noted 
in another seven localities including a bird singing at Felton on 30th (ETN) . 

Robin 
About 20 were at Holy Island on 15th (JRT/KWY). 

:1 Black Redstart 
1wo were on Holy Island on 15th (JRT/KWY). 

Stonechat 
I>. pair were at the Long Nanny on 15th (JRT/KWY) and singles noted at Low Newton, 
!Jruridge and Chevington. 

.. 
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Blackbird 
Only light immigration noted at the coast. A maximum of 70 was at Hauxley on 2nd, 
70 flew W. at Prior's Park on 13th (HRS/AH) and 50 were on Holy Island on 15th 
(JRI'/KWY). Smaller numbers noted at Holywell Dene and St. Mary's Island. 

Fieldfare 
Still relatively scarce during the rronth. Inland parties of 200-1,000 flew W. 
daily at Ladycross between 1st-15th, where 2,000 moved E. on 17th and a roost of 
500 developed between 19th-30th (CJ). 800 Y.Bre near Ponteland on 28th (Ex:;) and 
flocks of 300 at Slaley on 22nd and Great Whittington on 29th (BNR/,RW). 30-116 
~re seen in another 12 localities but passage at the coast was virtually nil. 

Song Thrush 
One was singing at Fenham on 18th (MH). 

Red wing 
100 at Lindisfarne on 2nd, 25 at Hauxley on 15th and 35 at Holywell Dene on 16th 
were the largest numbers on the coast (JDL/HRS/IC). Further inla.:1d 40 were at 
Seaton Burn on 22nd (AJJ) and 8-20 at about four other localities. 

Mistle Thrush 
One-three Y.Bre at Hauxley between 1st-15th (HRS). 18 were at Wa.llsend Swallow Pond 
on 18th (IF). One was in full song at Ladycross on 6th (CJ). 

Blackcap 
Singles ~re at Hauxley on 2nd, 3rd and 8th and Prior's Park on 2nd and 11th 
(HRS/CB). A total of ten were in Jesmond Dene on 19th, all feeding on elderberries 
(MPF) . · Singles were at Matfen on 26th (RW), Hexham on 27th (VW) and Holywell Dene 
on 29th (GS) . · 

Chiffcha.ff 
One-two were at Holy Island, Prior's Park and Hauxley between 2nd- 15th (MJS/HRS/AH) 
One was at Corbridge on 19th (MR). Single 1 phylloscopus 1 were at Bolam on 2nd 
( WAK) and Vindolanda on 16th ('IGD/BD) . 

Goldcrest 
Tv.D at Hauxley on 2nd/3rd was the only coastal record CHRS) . Sna.ll nwnbers ~re 
noted at Bolam, Sweethope and Threestoneburn. 

l 
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_L:mg-tailed Tit 
F'locks of ten ~re at the Harthope Valley on 2nd and Wylam on 9th (JSe/MA) . 

. ! 
:j Marsh Tit 
:j Noted at Hulne Park and Bolam. 

Willow Tit 
Three ~re at Seaton Burn and one at Wallsend swallow Pond. 

Nuthatch 
Five-six were noted at Bolam (ASJ) and one·-three at Allenbanks, Wallington, Matfen, 
Close House, Jesrnond Dene, Morpeth and Hulne Park. 

Great Grey Shrike 
One was at Bamburgh on 18th (JMA). 

Jay 
One-two ~re in six widespread localities. 

Magpie 
30 gathered to roost at Seaton Burn on 15th (ES/MBS). 

Rook 
SuO ~re at Low' Buston on 30th (JMA) . 

Carrion Cr ow 
A partial albino was at Holywell on 8t h (JRI'/KWY) . 

St arling 
One at West Cramlington on 6th had an abnormally long bill (JECM) . An all white 
bird was at Newton- on- the- Moor on 25th (JMA). 

Tree Sparrow 
40 at Seaton Burn on lst was the largest gathering (AJJ) . Smaller nwnbers noted in 
four other localities. 

Chaff inch 
About 300 moved SW in 11 minutes at Ordley on 16th (BNR). 40 flew W. at Harehaugh 
on 6th (MLC) . The largest flocks were 80- 90 at Prestwick Carr on 20th (l.IJ3H) and 70 
at Newbiggin on 16th (BNR). 

Brambling 
Three at Prior's Park on 2nd was the only report on the coast (CB) . 
moved SW, with Chaffinches at Ordley on 16th. The largest flocks 
Blanchland and Dilston Hall on 15th, and near Hexham on 16th (RKS/BNR). 
in another six inland localities. 

Greenfinch 
Flocks of 30- 53 ~re noted at Great Whittington, Holywell and Hartley . 

Goldfinch 

About 100 
were 60 at 

1- 24 noted 

24 roosting in the Holly tree at Matfen on 3rd increased to 40 by 18th but none 
since (RW). 15 were at Ordley on 29th (BNR) . 

Si skin 
Six arrived at Hauxley on 15th (HRS) . 15 ~re at Seaton Burn on 22nd, 12 at 
Corbridge on 19th (AJJ/MR) and four- five at Bolam and Threestoneburn . 

I 

I 



13 

Twite 
On 16th 30 were at Coquet Estuary (PWW) and 40-50 near S. Alrurouth (EMY). .Singles 
were at Holy Island on 2nd (JDL) and Druridge Pool on 20th (IF). 

Redpoll 
On the coast three were at Hauxley on 8th and eight S. at Druridge on 16th (HRS/IF) 
100 were at Bolam on 16th (P~), 30 at Seaton Burn on 30th (AJJ) and 23 at Juniper 
(CJ) . 

Mealy Redpoll 
Singles were at Prior's Park on 3rd (CB) and Heaton Park on 28th (AJB). Three were 
inland at Caistron on 23rd (MR). 

Crossbill 
17 were at Ladycross on 5th (CJ). Two-six were noted at Ordley, Juniper and the 
Sirnonsides. 

Bullfinch 
One was at Hauxley on 2nd ( HRS) . ' Ten were in Jesrrond Dene during the rronth (MPF) 
and one- six at nine other localities. 

Hawfinch 
One was at Hulne Park on 8th (DRS), two at Kirk.ley Hall on 21st (TJIC) and 
Hexham on 22nd ( AJR ) . 

Lapland Bunting 
Inrnigration still apparent during the rronth particularly on Holy Island where 
birds were present up to 23rd with a peak. of 97 on 15th (DPa et al)·. 10- 15 were at 
Boulmer on 8th (li3H/MH ) and one-four at St. MarY's Island, Hauxley, Hadston and 
Druridge on several dates. More unusual was one flying W., well inland, at 
Caistron on 2nd (MR) . 

Snow Bunting 
Birds were noted in many coastal areas during the rronth. A total of 56 were at 
Ross on 26th (IK/PWW), 26 on Holy Island on 15th (DPa) when 22 on Bamburgh beach 
(CH) and 23 in the Druridge area. One-eleven were seen· in a further nine 
localities. Inland one was at the Harthope Valley on 27th (JSe). 

Yellowhanrner 
80 were at Ryal on 15th (RW) and 20-30 noted at Stock.field and Great Whittington . 
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Please send all December records, in Voous order please, to Mike S. Hcdgson, 45 
?lmtree Gardens, Whitley Bay, Tyne and Wear NE25 8QX by 8th January, 1987 at the 
latest. 

J .M. Almond 
~1.G . Anderson 
M. Armstong 
R.B. Armitage 
E. Bagshaw 
A. M. Bankier 
A.H. Banks 
K.I. Barratt 
E. Blythe 
,\. J. Booth 
J·.s. Booth 
AI & G Bowman 
C. Bradshaw 
i.v'.iL & TA Cadwallender 
M.P. Carruthers 
I. Chadwick 
J. Chaprnan 
F... Crabtree 
I. S. Davidson 
'l"G & B Davies 
K. Dawson 
a.c. Day 
W. Dickson 
J .E. Fergusson 
I. Fisher 
M.P. Frankis 
M. Freeman 
B. Galloway 
H. Garrcd 
B.D. Green 
L. Hall 
l-1. Henry 

Lisr OF CONrRIBUTORS 

M. Hepple (MHp) 
A.G. Hetherington 
A.J. Hewitt 
C. Hind 
M. S. Hcdgson 
R.M. Holrnes 
F. Hopkin 
A. Hutt 
K. Huxley 
A.S. Jack 
A. Janes 
C. Jewitt 
A.J. Johnston 
W.A. Kelly 
I. Kerr 
W.T. Lo;Jan 
J.D. Lough 
S.J. L<:Me 
L.J. McDougall 
A.D. McLevy 
J & .re: Malloy 
B. Mecrow 
T.M. Melling 
I. D. Moor house 
A.P . Mossop 
El' & JR Norris 
T. Oliphant 
D. Patterson (DPa) 
G.C. Pollinger 
A.J. Richards 
H.W. Richardson 
M. Richardson 

INDCOR MEEI'Il'G - Thursday 8th January, 1987 

N.W. Richardson 
K. Rideout 
s. Robertson 
B. N. Rossiter 
G. s. Rushbrooke 
G. Scott 
J. Searle (JSr) 
D.R. Shannon 
M.J. Sharpe 
K.D. Shaw 
M.B. Shaw 
E. Slack 
M.R. Smith 
J. Steele (JSe) 
R.K. Stephenson 
A. Stimpson 
J. Stott (JSt) 
J. StroYJger (JSg ) 
J. SWeeney ( JSW) 
J .R. Tcdd 
D.M. Turner 
R. Walton 
R.G. Waugh 
P.R. Weighill 
P.W. West 
J. Wig htrnan 
M. Winter 
A. Woodhall 
V. Woolley 
K.W. York 
E.M.. Young 
A, D & S Younger 
Hauxley Ringing Station 

T'he first rreeting in 1987 will be held in the Physics Lecture Theatre, Newcastle 
University at 7.00 p.m. on 8th January, 1987. OUr speaker, Brian Little, who needs 
no introduction to club members, will give a talk entitled 'Israel and Bird of Prey 
Passage in the Eastern Mediterranean'. 

MEMBER's NIGH!' - Thursday 9th April, 1987 
Our annual member's night will take place on this date. In addition to presenting 
the best bird photographs taken by members during 1986 we require three or four 
members who would like to give a short talk on a bird-related subject. If you are 
interested in doing so, please contact Nick Rossiter (Tel : Slaley 509 or at any 
club rreeting). If you require any slides for your talk then the committee will try 
and provide them where possible. 

FIELD TRIP - Loch Fleet and N. Scotland 
We plan to run another weekend trip to this area in late March 1987. The cost will 
be about £15. If you are interested please contact Colin Bradshaw (Tel . 257 2389 
or at a club meeting) as soon as possible. 

l 
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BIRDS IN OORTHUMBRIA 1986 
Work will soon be under way on the annual report. If any member has any black and 
white photogrp.phs which may be suitable for inclusion please contact Ian Kerr, or 
Mike Hodgson. 

Any outstanding records/descriptions for 1986 should be submitted now to Mike 
Hodgson. 

BIRD PAINI'IN:;S - AN EXHIBITION 
One of our members, Mike Henry, whose artistic talents were much appreciated in one 
of his talks to the club not so long ago, is having his first ever painting 
exhibition. It will be held in Ponteland Library and will run fran 2nd-31st 
January, 1987. The 20-25 paintings are all fran life and cover both Northumbrian 
and ~dish birds such as Short-eared Owls, harriers, Whinchats, Whooper swans, 
Avocets, etc. Do go along if you can and as all of the paintings are for sale you 
may even pick up a bargain for your wall ! 

BIRD PHCJI'03RAPH OF THE YEAR 
Members are reminded that the closing date for this canpeti tion is 31st January, 
1987 (see October bulletin). 

t 
* 

* * 
* 0 * 

*The * 
* 0 * 0 * 

* 0 * * 0 * 
* Ccmnittee * 

* 0 * * * * 0 * 
* 0 * * 0 * * 0 * 

* 0 * * * * * * 0 * 
* 0 * * * 0 * * * 0 * 

* 0 * * * * * * * * 0 * 
* of the Northumberland * 

* 0 * * * * * * * * * * 0 * 
* 0 * * * * * 0 * * * * * 0 * 

* * and Tyneside Bird Club * * 
* 0 * * * * * * 0 * * * * * * 0 * 

* 0 * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 0 * 
* 0 * * * * * * * 0 * * * * * * * 0 * 

* would like to wish all it's Members * 
* 0 * * * * * * * * 0 * * * * * * * * 0 * 

* 0 * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 0 * 
* a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year * 

* 0 * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 0 * 
* 0 * * * * * * * * * * 0 * * * * * * * * * * 0 * 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
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The BTO Cormorant Survey in Northumberland 1985/86 

Nick Rossiter 

The first national survey of Cormorants Phalacrocorax carbo outside the 
breeding season was made in the winter of 1985/86. The survey was organised 
by the BTO/SOC to determine the population level of the species and its 
typical feeding habitat. The data obtained will be used to investigate 
whether the persecution that Cormorants suffer where there is an apparent 
conflict with fishing interests can be justified. The forthcoming breeding 
survey of Goosanders Mergus merganser in 1987 has a similar purpose. 

The survey involved measuring the population in two ways by counting the 
species both in its daytime feeding areas and at its night-time roosts. The 
daytime figures were mainly obtained from the regular mid-monthly counts made 
for wildfowl inland (September 1985 - March 1986) and for waders on the coast 
(September 1985 - April 1986) with additional data from the important nature 
reserves in the north of the county on the Farnes and at Lindisfarne. 
Night-time roosts were counted in November 1985 and in January and March 1986, 
almost complete coverage of known sites being obtained inland and on the coast 
in the south of the county. In the north of the county, the roosting 
situation is more complicated with the birds probably roosting at various 
places in the Lindisfarne NNR/Farnes area. In view of the adequacy of daytime 
counts in these areas, roost counts were given a low priority in them. The 
Tweed Estuary is not a significant roost site, most Cormorants feeding here in 
the daytime leaving the estuary at dusk and moving north. Further south, the 
Tyne Estuary is also not a significant roost site, Cormorants from here moving 
south at dusk to Marsden Rock in County Durham. Total numbers moving south in 
the late afternoon from the lower reaches of the River Tyne included 60 on 5 
January 1986 and 59 on 5 March 1986. 

The results of the daytime counts are shown in table 1. The first clear 
conclusion is that despite the much publicised movement of the species inland, 
it is still basically a coastal species in Northumberland with the highest 
proportion of birds inland being 13% in December and about 12% from January to 
March. The movement inland commenced in strength in 1971 [Galloway, Meek & 
Armstrong 1972] and it will be interesting to see whether numbers here 
continue to increase. Through the winter, the species shows an increasing 
tendency to feed on rivers as opposed to reservoirs, the percentage inland on 
rivers r~s~ng from 49% in December.to 90% in March. The cold weather of 
February will have forced many to move onto the rivers. 

The table also shows that the most important sites for Cormorants are the 
Lindisfarne NNR and the breeding site at the Farnes. There is a major 
post-breeding dispersal from the Farnes in autumn but the counts elsewhere in 
the county do not change greatly over this period. This indicates that the 
birds leaving the Farnes largely move out of the immediate area, a conclusion 
confirmed by ringing recoveries. Thus in 1984 for example, there were 27 
recoveries of Cormorants ringed on the Farnes. Eight were found locally, 
eight inland in southern England, nine on the Scottish coast and one each in 
Grampian and in Dorset [Hawkey 1985; Hodgson & Kerr 1985]. A summary of the 
movements of Cormorants away from the Farnes is given elsewhere [Galloway and 



Table J. 
Daytime Counts of Cormorants in Northumberland, September 1985 - April 1986 

1985 1986 
Sept Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr 

COAST & 
ESTUARIES 

NON-BREEDING SITES: 
Tweed Estuary 18 5 25 0 26 6 
Lindisfarne NNR 152 146 204 184 164 248 86 141 
Budle Point-

Boulmer 24 38 26 19 9 8 25 4 
Amble Area 23 27 37 24 36 24 35 13 

(Boulmer -
Chevington) 

Blyth Area 92 105 112 34 77 6 61 8 
(Chevington-
Seaton Sluice) 

North Shields Area 16 15 13 
(St Marys Island-
Tyne Estuary) 

TOTAL FOR NON- 325 321 404 261 327 299 213 166 
BREEDING SITES 

BREEDING SITE : 
Farnes 331 70 2 lOO+ 231 

TOTAL FOR ALL 325 652 4 7 4 263 327 299 313+ 397 
COASTAL SITES 

INLAND 

RESERVOIRS, PONDS: 
Hallington 0 0 9 ll 4 0 0 

Whittle Dene 0 0 3 0 5 2 3 
Kielder 8 4 
Caistron 0 0 0 0 4 1 l 
Derwent Reservoir 0 0 2 0 0 4 0 0 
Seaton Burn 0 0 0 2 2 0 0 
Holywell 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 

TOTAL RESERVOIRS 0 0 14 21 16 7 4 4 

RIVERS: 
. Tyne (Scotswood- 4 6 9 4 9 22 23 8 

Wylam) 
Tyne (Ovingham- 0 0 10 16 18 13 10 0 

Hexham) 
Tweed (East Ord- 3 

Car ham) 

TOTAL RIVERS 4 6 19 20 27 35 36 8 

TOTAL INLAND 4 6 33 41 43 42 40 12 

TOTAL ON COAST 329 658 507 304 370 341 353+ 409 
AND INLAND 

Note : - indicates no dat.a available. 



Table 2 
Counts of Cormorants at Night-time Roosts in South and Central Northumberland, 

November 1985 - March 1986 

COAST & ---- -ESTUARIES 

Amble 
Blyth 
North Shields 

TOTAL FOR COASTAL SITES 

INLAND 

Hallington 
Colt Crag 
Kielder 
Derwent Reservoir 
River Tyne, Corbridge 

TOTAL INLAND 

TOTAL ON COAST AND INLAND 

1985 
November 

38 
93 

131 

9 
0 
6 
2 

12 

29 

160 

1986 
January 

43 
71 

4 

118 

0 
0 
7 
0 

29 

36 

154 

1986 
March 

37 
69 

106 

0 
0 
3 
0 
9 

12 

118 

Meek 1978], the furthest movements recorded being to France, Spain and 
Portugal. 

The numbers found at night-time roosts are shown in table 2. Blyth and 
Amble are the two main roosts on the coast in the south of the county. The 
numbers found here at roost can be compared with the daytime counts for the 
same months for the two stretches of coast Chevington - Seaton Sluice and 
Boulmer - Chevington respectively. The reasonable agreement suggests that the 
Cormorants in these areas are rather sedentary, not moving far from their 
roosting sites. 

Inland roosts were not apparently established to any great extent in the 
1970's when the species first moved inland in numbers. In 1975, it was 
thought that some might be roosting in trees near Wylam on the River Tyne 
[Galloway, Hodgson & Meek 1976] and in 1978 five roosted in trees on the River 
Tweed [Galloway & Hodgson 1979]. However, by 1984, two roosts were firmly 
established inland on the River Tyne at Corbridge and at Kielder Reservoir and 
another roost occurred at Colt Crag in November [Hodgson & Kerr 1985]. The 
1985/86 survey showed that the roosts in trees at Corbridge and Kielder 
continued, the highest counts in the survey being found in January of 29 and 
seven respectively. The late autumn roost at Colt Crag did not recur but a 
roost of nine birds was found at nearby Hallington Reservoir at the same time. 
Comparison of the inland daytime counts and the roost counts for January 
suggests that the feeding areas of the birds attending the Corbridge roost 
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include Whittle Dene, Hallington and the River Tyne downstream as far as 
Ovingham. Those feeding in the tidal area of the River Tyne below Wylam move 
east at dusk to roost at Marsden Rock. 

As a result of the survey, we now have more accurate figures for our 
non-breeding Cormorant population than before. In October, the county 
population will have been about 700 birds allowing for under-coverage in a few 
areas. The population then reduces through November to a total of 300- 400 
birds from December to March before rising above this level again in April as 
birds return to the Farnes breeding colony. Whilst the Cormorant is now a 
very widely distributed species in the county in winter, it is perhaps less 
common than expected. Compared with the Shag Phalacrocorax aristotelis for 
instance,_ the Cormorant is much more widely distributed on the coast and is 
regularly found inland, but never reaches the concentrations that the Shag 
achieves such as over 4000 at the Farnes in November and December 1985 [Hawkey 
1986]. 

Thanks are due to the observers listed below for providing the data for 
this survey. The assistance of the local organisers of the wildfowl and wader 
counts, Margaret Macfarlane and Michael Hodgson, in collecting the data is 
gratefully acknowledged. 

Observers: 

Anderson, D I Dutton, J Kerr, I Richard son, NW 
Bankier, AM I Freeman, M Litt le , B Rossiter, BN 
Bell, DG I Green, BD Logan, l•lT Shaw, KD 

Bell, JG I Harrison, G Mac far lane, JM Slack, E 
Cadwallender, MLI Hawkey, fl McDougall, LJ Smith, MR 

Cadwallender, TAl Hawking, M Morley, I Stimpson, A 
Chadwick, I I Hepple, M Norris, ET walton, R 
Crabtree, E I Irving, JR O'Connor, DA West, PW 
Davidson, IS I Johnston, AJ Patterson, D Williams, B 
Douglas, CE I Jordan, R Richard son, M Woodhall, A 
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M:>Nl'HLY SUMMARY - DECEMBER 1986 

The mild weather continued during the · early part of the ronth although temperatures 
dropped in the latter half with snow lying in inland areas fran 15th and affecting 
sane lower levels fran 22rxl. It was a wet roonth, with coastal areas having 10% to 20% 
above average rainfall and even rrore inland. A windy pericd, mainly fran the s.- W. 
with gusts to or over gale force on several days. 

A surprising start to the rronth was a storm Petrel seen briefly in the Tyne Estuary on 
5th. Geese were still prominent with Pink-feet and White-fronts indicating continuing 
arrivals. Long-tailed Ducks increased to about 100 off Ross Back Sands early in the 
ronth. A Snaw arrived at Hadston on 14th and was still present at the end of the 
rronth. The Bittern, first reported in o::tober, was still at Caistron. 

The regUlar wader count revealed a distinct increase in the numbers of Purple 
Sa.rrlpiper and wintering Ruff and Spotted Redshank were noted. Unfortunately a 
phalarope at Newbiggin on 15th was seen too briefly for positive identification but 
was alrost certainly a Grey. Four Mediterranean Gulls were noted incuding one away 
from the coast at Seaton Burn. 

Numbers of Fieldfares and Redwings increased fran 14th suggesting imnigration and 
Waxwings began to appear from 26th, the forerunners of further birds early in the New 
Year. Surviving warblers included seven Blackcaps and at least four Chiffchaffs, one 
perhaps of the Siberian race, 11 Lapland Burttings were at Holy Island and t~ rrore at 
Hauxley. Finally a Great Grey Shrike, now a scarce visitor to the county, was found 
at Kielder on 12th. 

Other interesting species included Bewick's Swans, three Hen Harriers, Jack Snipe, 
Laughing Gull, Panarine Skua, Little Auks, Twite and Mealy Redpoll. 

--

Founded in 1958. Membership is open to all with a beneficial interest in 
ornithology. It provides a monthly bulletin, indoor meetings, field outings, 
organises surveys and publishes Birds in Northumbria, the annual report for 

the area. 
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CLASSIFIED Lisr 

Red-throated Diver/Diver (Sp ) 
A maximum of 15 was at Ross on 6th (JC) and eight in Druridge Bay on 27th (MBS/ES ) . 
One-three were in eight other localities. 

BlacK-throated Diver 
One was in Blyth Bay on 6th (PL) . 

Great Northern Diver 
One flewS. at Holy Island on 14th (JDL). 

Little Grebe 
Ten v.Bre at Cressv-Bll Pond on 18th (IF) • 

localities. 

Great Crested Grebe 

Singles v.Bre noted at four other 

Three v.Bre at Hallington on 14th (RW). One-two ~re at Cresswell Pond, Arcot, 
Whittle Dene and Seaton Burn up to the 27th. At the last site a surnrrer plumaged 
bird was noted on 24th . One was in the Coquet Estuary between 1st-6th (MA/EMY) and 
three off Ross on 6th (JC) . 

Red- necked Grebe 
Four ~re in Holy Island harbour on 13th (DPa) and singles at Ross and Stag Rocks 
on 6th and 20th (JC) . 

Slavonian Grebe 
Five v.Bre at Ross on 6th (JC) and two at Holy Island harbour and Stag Rocks on 13th 
and 20th • 

Stonn Petrel 
One was seen briefly at North Shields Fish Quay on 5th (DMT) . 

Gannet 
One flew N. at Ross on lst, six N. and one s. at Tynerrouth on 7th and another N. 
on 2.lst (MA/AH) . 

Cormorant 
Large coastal counts included 43 at Amble Harbour on 1st (MA/KH), 21 at Blyth on 
21st (LJM) and 31 at North Shields Fish Quay on 30th (DMT) . 36 moved upstream at 
Newcastle Quayside on 3rd with similar rroverrents on several other dates ( IK) • 11 
were at Hallington on 20th (BNR) and one- three on four other inland waters. 

Shag 
231 flew N. in 35 minutes at Holy Island on 14th (JDL) . 

Bittern 
One was still present at Caistron on 26th (MR) . 

Grey Heron 
Five at Boulmer on 13th and Holywell on 14th v.Bre the largest gatherings (ES/IC) 
although one- four were noted at a further 18 widespread localities. An exhausted 
bird was picKed up at Druridge on 28th (HRS) . 

Flamingo 
An escapee was at Cresswell Pond between 12th- 18th. 
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Mute swan 
135 ~re at Berwick Harbour on 23rd (JDL), 25 at Capheaton on 26th when 15 at 
Wallsend Swallow Pond (RW/JRT), and 20 at Coquet Estuary on 31st (EMY) . One-twelve 
~e at ten other localities. 

Bewick' s swan 
On 13th one was at Cress~ll Pond (GSR/KIB) and four (one juvenile) at Seaton Burn 
(AJJ), with probably the sarre four with Whoopers at Woolsington on 26th (MPF) . An 
adult and a juvenile ~re at Cresswell Pond on 24th (MD/IF ) . 

Whooper swan 
134 (25 juveniles) were at Druridge Pool on 7th (AD.M::) with this herd visiting 
Warkworth Lane Pond-cress~ll Pond on several dates. Other large groups involved 
44 (three juveniles) on the Northwnbrian Loughs (JMM), 35 (four juveniles ) at 
Seaton Burn, these birds also moving to Woolsington and Prestwick Carr (AJJ/BG et 
al), 35 (six juveniles) at Wallsend Swallow Pond on 31st (AJB ) and 27 (two 
juveniles) at Hartburn on 13th (ADMc). 2- 25 were also seen at ten other 
localities. 

Pink-footed Goose 
19 ~eat Holywell Pond on 6th, one still present on 31st (AJB et al). One was at 
Oruridge Pool on 6th (MGA ) . 36 flewS. at Tynemouth Pier on 14th (AH ) . 

White-fronted Goose 

~~t~\ ~-~;,;'-',_,.. ...... ,/_~) 

,
/!!)i/~ 

. 
. 

Three flewS., with Pink-feet , at Tynerrouth Pier on 14th (AH). 

Grey Laq Goose 
400 ~re at Caistron on 21st/27th (MR), 150 on the Northumbrian Loughs on 14th 
(JMM) when 132 at Oerwent Reservoir (BNR), and 138 at Hoppen Kiln on 26th (WAK) . 
The Holywell flock held 130, these birds again ranginj into several nearby 
localities . 17 flew N. at Prior's Park on 6th (CB), 150 S. at Alnwick on 8th (JMA) 
and three arrived from E. at S. Alnmouth on 14th (ETN) . 25 'grey' geese flewS. at 
Sweethope also on 14th (MLC). 

Canada Goose 
71 ~re at Hallington on 20th (BNR) . 
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Barnacle Goose 
Two were at Holywell Pond on 6th/7th when one was at St. Mary's Island (AJB/SJL) . 

Brent Goose 
Numbers at Lindisfarne increased to about 1,800 by 28th (JDL) . A dark-bellied bird 
was at Boulmer on 13th (IK). 

Shelduck 
210 were on Fenham Flats on 26th (KWY') and up to 178 in Budle Bay (JDL/ES). Four 
were inland at Seaton Burn on 21st (AJJ). 

Wigeon 
1,200 were on Fenham Flats on 26th (JRI'/KWY) and 810 in Budle Bay on 27th (DPa). 
150-200 were in the Cresswell/Druridge area (IF/JC), 130 at Derwent Reservoir on 
14th (CJ/BNR) when 101 at the Northumbrian Loughs and also at Hartburn on 20th 
( JM-1/MIC ) • 

Gad wall 
Two were at Cresswell Pond on 28th (AJH) . 

Teal 
The largest gatherings were 136 at Derwent Reservoir on 14th (BNR/CJ), 111 at 
Caistron on 27th (MR) and 90 at Cresswell Pond on 31st (ISD ) . 20- 65 were at six 
other localities and 50 rested on the sea at Druridge on 15th (AGH) . 

Mallard 
The largest gatherings were 380 at Seaton Burn on 24th (AJJ), 352 at Derwent 
Reservoir on 14th (BNR/CJ) , when 226 at Colt Crag (RW), and 227 at Holywell Pond on 
7th (SJL) . 40-160 were at 12 other localities. 96 were on the sea at Druridge on 
15th. 

Pintail 
A drake was at Seaton Burn all rronth (AJJ). 

Shovel er 
13 were at Seaton Burn on 20th (AJJ) . One-six were on five other waters. Three 
were again on the sea at Druridge on 3rd and 15th (MA/AGH) . 

Pochard 
53 at Killingworth Lake on 6th was the largest gathering (LJM). 
Northumbrian Loughs on 14th (JMM) and 3-40 on 12 other waters. 
Tynerrouth Qn 21st (AH) . 

Tufted Duck 

46 were on the 
One flew N. off 

80 were at Whittle Dene on 14th (MSH) and 78 at Seaton Burn on 26th (AJJ) . 20-70 
were on six other waters. 

Sea up 
Three were on Cresswell Pond between 13th-31st (JRI'/KWY et al) and one- two at 
Hadston and Hauxley on several dates. One remained at St. Mary' s Island 
throughout the rronth. 

Long-tailed DucK 
Numbers off Ross increased to a maximum of 80- 100 on 5th (MW/AJ) . 26 were at Holy 
Island on 28th (JDL) . 

Corrrron Seater 
95 were at Cocklawburn on 28th (JDL), 40 at Ross on 6th (JC) and 23 off Hadston on 
15th (AGH ) . A total of 37 flew N. at Hauxley on 15th and 22nd (IOK). 



5 

Velvet Seater 
A maximum of 12-14 was off Hadston on 31st (GPB). Singles Y.Bre at Blyth Bay on 6th 
(PL) and Stag RocKs on 13th and 27th (ES/DRS). 

Goldeneye 
340 Y.Br.e at the Shad, Berwick on 31st (JDL) . Along the River Tyne lOO flying 
upstream at Newburn on 23rd was the largest count (RGW). Only small numbers 
recorded in other areas with two-ten in a further 18 widespread localities. 43 
flew N. at Tynemouth Pier on 21st (AH). 

Screw 
A 1 redhead 1 was at Hadston Lake between 14th-31st (MJS/KDS et al). 

Red-breasted Merganser 
One-four Y.Bre noted at Tynemouth, Birling Carrs, Football Hole and Holy Island. 
Eight flews. at Hauxley on 31st (HRS). On Hadston Lake birds were present on many 
dates with a rraximum of 13 on 15th (IF I PJ3H et al) • 

Goosander 
The largest gatherings Y.Bre 28 at Wylam on 30th (JSB), 18 at Derwent Reservoir on 
14th (CJ/BNR) and 15 at BerwicK Harbour on 31st (JDL) . One-nine noted in another 
ten localities. Along the coast one flew S. at Cresswell on 13th (KH/MA) and six 
N. at Birling Carrs on 26th (JR/IF) . 

Hen Harrier 
Single males were at Elsdon on 1st (per IK ) and Newcastle Airport on 14th (FC) . A 
1 ringtail 1 was at Ross on 29th (MW) . 

Sparrowhawk 
Singles were seen in about 24 widespread localities during the rronth . A female 
tooK a Lapwing at Caistron on 7th (MR), a male ate a House Sprarrow in MRS 1 s back 
garden at Kenton on 18th and another female visited a bird-table in Morpeth (ETN/ 
JRN). 

Kestrel 
Many, widespread reports of one-two birds during the rronth. Many appear to be 
wintering in tne Border Forests (BL). One attacKed a .Common Gull at Newcastle on 
26th ! (KIB). 

Merlin 
Single birds were noted in five coastal localities. One was hunting over roof-tops 
at Byker on 1st (AJB). 

Peregrine 
Singles were at Druridge on 4th (IF), Beal on 14th (JDL) and flying N. near Blaydon 
on 21st (BL). Singles were also seen in three inland localities. 

Red Grouse 
Noted as prominent on high moorland in Upper Coquetdale on 31st (IK/BG) . 

Black Grouse 
Singles were at Threestoneburn and Upper Coquetdale on 28th and 31st . 

Red- legged Partridge 
Four were at Netherwitton 
(JMA) . A covey of 17 
characteristics of Chukar, 

on 27th (RKS) and 20 at Buston Barns, Wark<,o,Drth on 29th 
at Caistron on 14th contained several showing the 

probably hybrids (MR) . 
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Grey Partridge 
Coveys of 25 and 21 noted at Ross on 13th and Holywell on 27th (SJL) . 

Pheasant 
An all white bird was at Hulne Park on 7th (JMA). 

Water Rail 
Singles v.Bre noted at Wallsend Swallow Pond, Gosforth Park, Seaton Burn and Newton 
Pool. 

Moorhen 
36 v.Bre at Wallsend Swallow Pond on 6th (GS) . 

Coat 
300 at Seaton Burn on 14th (AJJ), 157 at Hartburn on 20th (MLC/TAC) and up to 59 at 
Holywell Pond (IC) were the largest gatherings. 

WADER CCUNI' - 13th December, 1986 
The following stretches v.Bre counted: - Budle Point-Seahouses (APM), Seahouses
Beadnell (MLC/TPC/AS), Beadnell- Howick (.MF/AW), Howick-Boulmer (IK), Boulrrer
Alrurouth (wrL/ES), s. Alrurouth (EI'N), Ccquet Estuary (PWW), Chevington-cresswell 
(BOO/EC/MRS) , Cresswell- Newbiggin (l~H), Newbiggin-cambois (KDS/MHp ) , Blyth Estuary 
(LJM) , St. Mary's Island (IDM) , Tyne Estuary (SY ) . 

Oystercatcher 
A total of 1,127 noted during the wader count. 167 were at Berwick Little Beach on 
5th, 254 at Holy Island on 13th (JDL) and up to 120 at Cresswell Pond (JC/ISD ) . 

Ringed Plover 
A total of 394 noted during the wader count. About 75 v.Bre at Berwick Little Beach 
on 30th (JDL) and 40 at Newton on 7th. 

Golden Plover 
The largest gatherings were 2, 000 at Druridge on 21st ( AMB) and St. Mary 's Island 
on 20th (IDM), and 1,000- 1,500 at Newbiggin, Boulmer and Newton Pool. Inland 123 
v.Bre at Caistron on 7th and 50 near Bellingham all rronth (MR/MD). 

Grey Plover 
A total of 46 noted during the wader count. 186 v.Bre at Holy Island on 6th (JDL) 
and one-seven at Hauxley and Berwick. 

Lapwing 
Up to 2,000 v.Bre in the Cressv.Bll area (IF/M3A), 1,100 at St. Ma.rY's Island on 
13th (IDM) when 1,000-1,500 in the Boulmer area. Smaller flocKs 200- 800 noted in 
several areas. Inland 160 moved S.W. over Stocksfield on 22nd (BNR). 

Knot 
Only 175 noted during the wader count, 173 being at St. Mary's Island. In addition 
450 were on Fehnam Flats on 26th (KWY/JRT) and 146 in Budle Bay on 27th (DPa) . 

Sander ling 
Only 67 noted during the wader count although a maximum of 110 was at St. Mary's 
on 20th (IDM) . About 70 were at Druridge Bay between Hadston- Hauxley and 47 at 
Berwick Little Beach on 31st (JDL) . 

Purple Sandpiper 
An increase in numbers noted during the wader count when 679 were reported 
including 336 in the Budle Point- Seahouses stretch. In addition up to 24 were at 
Hauxley (HRS ) , 
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Dunlin 
A total of 861 noted during the wader count. A maximum of 3, 200 was at Holy Island 
causeway on 20th (JDL). Singles were at Seaton Burn and Wallsend Swallow Pond on 
15th and 21st ( AIB/ JRl') • 

Ruff 
One was at Druridge Pool on 13th (JRI'/KWY) and two at Cresswell on 31st (GPB). 

Jack Snipe 
Singles were at Cresswell on 7th and 26th (JMA/MD) and near Seghill on 17th (MSH). 

Snipe 
30 were at . Newton Pool on 14th (RKS) where imnigration suggested by a total of 20 
arriving frcm the E. on 26th (IF/MD). 24 were at Wallsend Swallow Pond on 6th 
(GS/JSr). One was still on breeding area at Hexharnshire Common on 27th (BNR). 

Woodcock 
Four were at Yeavering Bell on 28th (.AMB) when three at Prestwick Carr (lGH). 
Singles noted in five other areas between 14th- 29th. 

Bar-tailed Godwit 
A total of 25 noted during the wader count, when 2,900 were at Holy Island Causeway 
(JDL) . 200 were in Budle Bay on 27th (ES/MBS) . 

CUrlew 
A total of 106 noted during the wader count. About 160 were at Holy Island on 14th 
(JDL) . Inland up to six were at Brenkley and 12 at Caistron (AHB/MR) . 

Spotted RedshanK 
One still present at Wallsend Swallow Pond all month. 

Red shank 
A total of 724 noted during the wader count. lOO were on flood water at Druridge 
on 18th (IF) and 70 at Hauxley Pool on 11th (HRS). 

Turns tone 
A total of 1,576 noted during the wader count. In addition 65 were at Berwick 
Little Beach on 31st (JDL) and up to 39 at Hauxley (HRS). 

Phalarope (Sp) 
A phalarope seen very briefly, with Black-headed Gulls, at Newbiggin · on 15th was 
almost certainly a Grey Phalarope (AGH) . 

Panarine Skua 
One flew N. at Holy Island on 7th (DPa). 

Arctic SJrua 
At Tynerrouth Pier one flew N. on 7th and three S. on 21st. On the latter date 
anotner four sKUas (Sp) flewS. (AH). 

Mediterranean Gull 
The Craster bird was still present during the month and almost certainly the sarre 
bird seen at Dunstanburgh on 28th (AJR et al). Other single adults were at Hadston 
Lake on 4th (IF) and Seaton Burn on 15th (AIB) . A second-winter bird was on both 
sides of the River Tyne at Felling on 2nd (JC) . 

Laughing Gull 
The Newcastle General Hospital bird was seen on 29th and 31st. 
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Black~headed Gull 
Build-up at roosts included 8, 000 at Scotswood on 19th and 3, 400 at Derwent 
Reservoir on 24th (BNR). A maximum of 1,300 was at the Tyne Estuary on 14th (DMT). 
A bird in full summer plumage was at Cramlington on Christmas Day ! (LJM). 

Ccmnon Gull 
A decline noted at inland roosts after mid-rronth with 6, 700 at Hallington on 20th, 
480 at Colt Crag on 21st and 8,400 at Derwent Reservoir on 24th (BNR). 600 were on 
fields at North Shields all month (AH). 

Lesser Black- backed Gull 
One- four ~M:re noted at Holy Island, Wallsend Swallow Pond and Seaton Burn during 
the month. 

Herring Gull 
Roost counts included 280 at Scotswood on 19th, 220 at Hallington on 20th and 1,250 
at Derwent Reservoir on 24th. 600 were at the Tyne Estuary on 7th where an unusual 
plumaged adult, perhaps partial albino, was present on 6th and 28th (DMT/CB) . 

Iceland Gull 
A first- winter was at North Shields Fish Quay on 28th (M3A) with perhaps the same 
bird at Holywell on 31st (JC) . 

Glaucous Gull 
An adult was at Nor th Shields Fis h Quay duri ng rrost of t he rronth wher e a second
winter bird present on 15th (DMT et al) . 

Great Black- backed Gull 
70 roosted at Hallington on 20th and 195 at Derwent Reservoir on 24t h (BNR) . 150 
were at North Shields Fish Quay on 31st (DMT) . 

KittiwaKe 
A maximum of only 21 at North Shields on 13th (DMT) . 

Auks (Sp) 
350 flew N. at Tynemouth Pier on 7th (AH) . 

Guillemot 
An oiled bird was ashore at Low Newton on 27th (RKS) and two at Seahouses on 14th 
(Mi.C). 

Razorbill 
One was off Hauxley on 18th (HRS). 

Little AUK 
Three flew N. at Tynemouth Pier on 21st (AH) . 

StocK Dove 
Eight were at Druridge on 20th (ES/DRS) and six at Hallington on 14th (RW) . 

WOOdpigeon 
About 1,000 were near Blagdon on 25t h (AIB/GB) and flocks of 300 at Prestwick Carr 
and Boulmer. 

Collared Dove 
The North Shields roost held 30 by 23rd (RHA) . 16- 25 were also noted at Arcot and 
Matfen . 
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Barn OWl 
Singles were noted at Eglingham, Alnwick, near Newton, Cramlington, Blagdon and 
Ponteland. A road casualty was foundS. of Berwick on 28th (JDL). 

Little OWl 
One was at Newburn on 3rd (RGW) . 

Tawny OWl 
'1'\'.D were roosting at Alnwick on 6th (JMA) and singles seen or heard in six other 
localities during the month. A grey-phase bird was at Yeavering Bell on 28th 
(JlMB/BL et al). 

Long- eared OWl 
Two roosted at Wallsend Swallow Pond between 28th- 31st (IF). 

Short - eared OWl 
Four were at St. Mary' s Island on 21st (SH) and one- two were noted in another nine 
coastal localities. Just inland singles also seen at Wallsend Swallow Pond, Seaton 
Burn and Newcastle Airport . 

Kingfisher 
One was in Jesrrond Dene all rronth (MPF) and another at Hulne Park on 7th (JMA) . 

Green Woodpecker 
Singles were at the March Burn and Close House dur ing t he rronth (BNR/JSB) . 

Great Spotted Woodpecker 
One- two were seen in 14 widespread locali t i e s including one at Low Newton on 27t h. 

Skylark 
On 20th 32 were at Black Low and about 150 between Hauxley- Druridge (JDL/ES). 

Meadow Pipit 
Srrall numbers still on rroors at Hexhamshire Canmon and near Alwinton on 27th and 
30th (BNR/BG). 

Rock Pipit 
Eight were at Hauxley on 4th (HRS). 

Grey wagtail 
Four were along the Quseburn at Jesrrond on 9th (AJB) . Singles were noted 1n four 
other localities. 

Waxwing 
Birds began to appear fran 26th when seven were at Plessey Woods declining to one 
by 28th (ADMc et al) . One at Wallsend Swallow Pond on 27th increased to four 
between 28th- 31st (IF/AJB). Two were further inland at Gunnerton on 30th (MRy) . 

Dipper 
One- two noted in six localities including birds in song at Felton and Alwinton . 

Robin 
One in full song after dark at Newcastle on 15th (LJM) . 

Stonechat 
Singles noted in four localities between Seahouses-Druridge during the rronth . 

Blackbird 
300 wer e at Wallsend Swallow Pond on 16th (IF) and 60- 70 near Seghill on 17t h 
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Field£ are 
Only small flocks noted during the early part of the rronth but numbers increased 
from i4th suggesting immigration. The largest gatherings involved 700 at Prestwick 
Carr on 26th- 28th (PGH/B3), up to 500 at Wallsend SWallow Pond frorn 27th (IF/AJB) 
and lS0- 260 at Berwick Hill; Hebron, Seaton Burn, Caistron and Reaveley. 

Redwing 
Only very small numbers reported early in the month but lOO were at Prestwick Carr 
on 28th (B3/IK) and 25-40 at Wallsend SWallow Pond, Close House and near Seghill • 

. j 15 flew in off the sea at St. Mary 's Island on 21st (SH) and 60 passed high to W. 
·) over Close House on 22nd CW3S/MSH). 

Mistle Thrush 
20-30 were at Wallsend .SWallow Pond on 16th (IF). On 6th singing birds were noted 
at Gosforth Park and near Earsdon (KIB/WAK). 

Blackcap 
At least seven different individuals reported. At Wall a female was present 
between 8th- 25th and a male between 26th-31st (JWP). One was at Newcastle 
University on 8th (JSr) and one- two females in North Shields on 9th and 12th (SY). 
A male was at Darras Hall on 26th (lli3H) and another in woo:Uand at Eshott on 28th 
(MSH/AJJ). 

Chiffchaff 
A ringed bird was still at Hauxley on 5th (HRS) . Singles were at Wallington on 6th 
and North Shields on 21st (JRI'/KWY) . A very brown individual at Caistron on 7th 
may have been of the Siberian race, 'tristis' (MR) . Aphylloscopus at Wall on 25th 
was probably a Chiffchaff (JWP) . 

Goldcrest 
About 25 were at Hulne Park on 13th (ES/WI'L) and much smaller numbers noted at 
Harbottle, Sweethope, Bolam and Kirkley. 

Long- tailed Tit 
Small flocKs of five- eight noted at Close House, Allenbanks and the March Burn. 

Marsh Tit 
One-three noted at Bolam, Allenbanks, Hexham, Linnels and Hulne Park. 

Willow Tit 
Singles were at Wallsend Swallow Pond and near Seghill. 

Coal Tit 
One-six were noted at Wall send Swallow Pond, Close House and Bolam. 'I'V.D were at 
Embleton Golf Course on 26th (MO). 

Blue Tit 
Details of ringing prograrrunes included 53 trapped, and 32 retraps from previous 
years, during two mornings at Matfen (RW) and 42 trapped at Bolam on three days 
(JCD/W3S) . 20 were near Seghill on 17th. 

Great Tit 
32 were ringed, during two rrornings, at Matfen where one was 1 controlled 1 from a 
nest-box at Nunnykirk (RW) . A total of 58 was ringed at Bolam on three days 
(JCD/WGS) and up to 20 present at Close House and Eshott (AJJ/MSH) . 

Nuthatch 
About ten at Wallington on 6th (JRT/KWY) . Up to nine were at Bolam and seven at 
Close House during the month (WGS/JCD et al) and one- three at AllenbanKs, Bywell 
and Hulne Park . :rwo were at Eshott from 28th, another new locality (MSH/AJJ) . 
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Treecreeper 
One-three were noted in five widespread localities. 

Great Grey Shrike 
One was present in a clear-felled area at Kielder for several days from 12th (per 
BL). 

Jay 
One-four noted in several localities. 

Magpie 
30 were on Alnwick Moor on lOth (JMA). 

localities including suburban areas. 

JacKdaw 

One-twelve seen in several widespread 

The roost at Dipton held 9,000 birds between 28th-31st (BNR). Other large 
gatherings involved 1,500 at Felton on 8th (ETN/JRN) and 1,000 at Netherton on 26th 
(WAK). 

Rook 
Counts at the Dipton roost indicated a total of at least 8, 500 birds between 
28th-31st (BNR). A pre-roost flock of 2,500 was at Warenford on 1st (RMH) and 
500-1,000 were noted at Felton and Netherton CETN/WAK). 

Carrion Crow 
30 were at a pre- roost gathering at the March Burn on 31st CBNR) . 

Starling 
1,500 were at Felton on 8th CETN/JRN) and 1,000 at Hauxley on 20th CHRS) . 

Tree Sparrow 
50 were at Newburn on 2nd CRGW). 

Chaff inch 
100 were at W. Thirston on 8th CETN/JRN) and flocks of 30- 80 at several other 
localities. 

Brambling 
80 were at Calder on 21st CAME( GC). 
only other records. 

'l'v.D-six at three other localities were the 

Greenfinch 
600 W3re near Powburn on 18th CETN/JRN). 
localities. 

Goldfinch 

Flocks of 30-80 noted in four other 

30 W3re near Alnwick on 9th (JMA). One- nine were at five other localities 
including one in song at Caistron on 27th (MR). 

Si skin 
24 at Yeavering Bell on 28th C.AMB) and 17 at Corbridge on 7th (AJH) were the 
largest gatherings. One- fifteen noted at five other localities including some 
feeding on peanuts at Riding Mill on 25th (JH) . 

Linnet 
90 at Seaton Burn on 23rd was the largest floci< CAIB) with 30-40 in three other 
localities. 



12 

Twite 
About 40 v;ere at Warkworth on 14th (PWW). 

Red poll 
70 v;ere at the Rowley Burn on 27th (BNR) and 50 at Stocksfield on 11th (MD). 15-20 
also seen at Seaton Burn, Allenbanks and Threestoneburn. 

·] Mealy Redpoll 
' Tw:::> v;ere near Alnwick on lOth (JMA). 

Crossbill 
~ v;ere at Kielder on 21st (MD) . 

Bullfinch 
12 v;ere at Alnwick on 4th and 14th (JMA). One-eight v;ere in another 14 widespread 
localities. 

Hawfinch 
TWJ pairs v;ere at Hulne Park on 7th and others at Alnwick on 6th and 13th (JMA et 
al). Up to six were at Hexham (KD) and three at Wallington on 6th (JRI'/KWY). 

Lapland Bunting 
TWJ v;ere on Holy Island on 13th and 11 on 20th (DPa) . Two flew over Hau.xley on 
21st (HRS). 

Snow Bunting 
40 at Druridge Links on 27th was the largest gathering (ASn) . 12 v;ere at Newbiggin 
on 15th (AGH) and up to eight at Ross (MH) . Singles were also at Hauxley and St . 
Mary 's Island on 6th. Inland two were on Yeavering Bell on 28th (AMB/BL). 

Yellowhamner 
27 at Wallsend Swallow Pond on 6th was the largest gathering. 

Reed Bunting 
One-two v;ere in. a garden at Wylam on 22nd/24th (MA). 

Corn Bunting 
One at Cresswell on 14th was the only record (WAK). 

=I Please send all January records, in Voous order, to Mike Hodgson, 45 Elmtree 
, Gardens, Whitley Bay, Tyne and Wear NE25 8QX by 8th February at the latest. 
I 

>I LIST OF CONI'RIBUTORS 

J .M. Almond A.J. Hewitt M. Ridley (MRy) 
M. G. Anderson M. S. Hodgson L. Robs on 
R.H. Armitage R.M. Holrnes B. N. Rossiter 
M. Annstrong s. Humble G.S . Rushbrooke 
A. M. Bankier A. Hutt W.G. Savage 
A. H. Baru<s K. Huxley G. Scott 
K.I. Barratt J.R. Irving J . Sear le (JSr) 
A.J. Booth A. Janes D. R. Shannon 
J.S . Booth c. Jewitt M. J . Sharp 
AI& G Bowman A.J . Johnston K. D. Shaw 
c. Brads haw W.A. Kelly M. B. Shaw 
G. P. Bull I. Kerr E. Slack 
ML & TA Cadwallender I.O. Kerton M. R. Snith 
I. Chadwick P. Lascelles J . Steele 
J. Chaprran B. Little R. K. Step hen son 
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F. Colley W.T. Logan A. Stratton (ASn) 
E. Crab tree J.D. Lough A. Stimpson 
I.S. Davidson S.J. Lowe J.R. Tcdd 
M. Davison J.M. Macfarlane D.M. Turner 
K. Dawson L.J. McDougall R. Walton 
J.C . Day A.D. McLevy R.G. Waugh 
w. DicKson J & JEC Malloy P.R. Weighill 
R. Dunn T.M. Melling P.W. West 
I. Fisher I. D. Moor house M. Winter 
M.P. Frankis A.P. Mossop A. Wcx.rlhall 
M. Freeman ET & JR Norris K. W. York 
B. Galloway D. Patter son (DPa) E.M. Young 
B. D. Green RN: Payne D & S Younger 
J. Harrison J. w. Proudlock Haux.ley Ringing Station 
M. Henry K. Re id 
M. Hepple A.J. Richards 
A. G. Hetherington M. Richard son 

INDCOR MEEI'Il'G - Thursday 12th February, 1987 

Our next meeting will be held in the Physics Lecture Theatre, Newcastle University 
at 7.00 p.m. on 12th February, 1987. Paul Greenwood, from Durham University, will 
give a talK entitled 'Size and Sex and Books on Birds'. What else can you say 
except that it should be interesting ! 

GRACE HICKLI't'G M.B.E. - NATURALisr 

Mrs Grace Hicxling died on 30th December, 1986 and it is rrost fitting that she 
should be cremated on 7th January, 1987 1300 years exactly since St. Cuthbert died 
on Inner Farne in 687. 

Grace was associated with the Farne Islands since 1940 and from 1948 she organised 
all of the bird ringing producing an enormous increase in our knowledge of the 
breeding biology and rrovements of the seabirds. In addition the study which she 
carried out on the breeding Grey Seals brought her world-wide acclaim as a 
acknowledged expert on the species. 

Since 1948 and right up to the time of her death Grace was the Honorary Secretary 
o£ the Northumbria N. H. s. and she will be greatly missed by all of her friends 
especially in Northumberland and throughout the U.K. 

Yet another chapter of the ornithological history of our county has sadly been 
brought to an end. 

Brian Little. 

NORTHUMBERLAND & TYNESIDE BIRD CWB SURVEYS 1986 

A sumna.ry of the results of the club's breeding surveys in 1986 is given below. 
Full reports of the surveys will be published in Birds in Northumbria 1986. Thanks 
are given to everybody who assisted in securing good coverage in these surveys. 

The Little Grebe Survey by Alan Johnston. 
The last survey of Little Grebe took place in 1976. A ca~arative study was made 
oetween April and July in 1986. Returns were received from a total of 69 sites, of 
which birds were reported £ran 33 . However, due to the elusiveness of the species 
and the prolonged winter, breeding was only confirmed at 12 sites giving a total of 
19 broods fran 19 pairs. The preferred habitat is lowland ponds up to 250 feet 
above sea level with 51% of all records coming from this range. (see also the map 
shown elsewhere in this bulletin). 
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The Green Woodpecker SUrvey by Nick Rossiter 
In spite of appalling spring weather, very good coverage was achieved over most of 
the county in this, the first survey of Green Woodpeckers in our area. The 
provisional total for the number of sites at which the species was located is 103. 
Not all of these sites will have held breeding pairs but it is also likely that a 
number of sites were missed through the elusiveness of the species. The stronghold 
for the species are the Cheviots (c26 sites), the Wansbeck Valley and tributaries 
(c20 sites) and the Tyne Valey and its tributaries to the south (c27 sites). It is 
generally scarce in western areas of the county and along the coastal strip. 

SURVEYS NEWS 

In an attempt to obtain much more comprehensive coverage in future surveys we have 
enclosed with this bulletin sore brief notes about survey work and a fonn to 
complete if you are interested in this type of work. Please read through the notes 
and, if possible, help us co-ordinate future surveys by completing your 
registration form now. 

AVEN.JE BCX)KS 
Brian Bullough's shop is now on the telephone. The number is Tyneside 2575836. 

BTO SAWBILL SURVEY 1987 

The aim of this survey is to assess the number and distribution of breeding 
Goosanders and Red- breasted Mergansers throughout the county. 

Observers are asked to walk an allocated river section at least twice during the 
breeding season. The first visits should be during the period early March to 
mid- April and the second during July . Figures from the March- April visits will 
alla.·J numbers and distribution of potential breeding pairs of sawbills to be 
estimated. The July visits will provide estimates of the number and distribution 
of family parties. 

In order to cover all of the river systems in Northumberland we will need a great 
many observers. The more people who volunteer, the shorter the river sections to 
be walked will be. 

Anyone who would like to take part in the survey or ·who would like more 
information, please contact Margaret Macfarlane, 7 Wildshaw Close, Southfield lea, 
Cramlington, Northumberland. NE23 6LH - Tel. No. Cramlington 715399. 

WINI'ERIN:; MERLINS IN NORTHUMBERLAND 

Many rrembers have responded to my appeal of last autwnn for records of all 
sightings of Merlins with as much detail as possible about sex and behaviour during 
the winter months. 

Can I thank everyone who has helped so far and re-new the appeal for records to 
continue to be sent into Mike Hodgson in the usual way for the rest of the winter. 

Same interesting trends about the mov6nents of the species and its winter 
concentrations are already emerging and it is eventually hoped to publish a report 
either in the bulletin or Birds in Northumbria . 

All records from inland localities, particularly if birds are seen in potential 
breeding habitat, will be treated as strictly confidential and no locations will be 
published. 

Ian Kerr . 
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DISABLED BIRDERS 

A centre for the handicapped in Wales which specialises in organ1s1ng bird-watching 
activities is celebrating its tenth anniversary this year by running a national 24 
hour birding competition on 30th May. 

The organiser, Rob Evans, of Ffordd yr Orsedd, Llandudno, Gwynedd (Tel. 0492-78041) 
tells us that the aim is to recruit wheelchair users and those who are visualy 
handicapped with object to see and/or hear as many species as possible on the day. 
They are also using the day to raise funds for the RSPB to be used to improve 
facilities at reserves for visitors with a variety of disabilities~ 

Rob says that actually participating in the event is regarded as more important 
than sponsorship and he wants to encourage any wheelchair birders, audio twitchers 
and as many able-bodied helpers as possible. If members know anyone who might be 
interested Rob 1 s letter and a sponsorship form is available from Ian Kerr at club 
meetings or by post. 

NEW I TWITCHERS I GRAPEVINE 

The club has been sent details of a new national bird information service -
BIRDLINE - recently set up and operating from Cromers Norfolk . 

The organiser, Roy Robinson, said the intention v.Duld be to adopt a responsible 
attitude putting the interests of the birds first while understanding the obvious 
desire of members to see goodies when they occur. 

Application forms £or anyone interested in joining can be obtained from Ian Kerr at 
club meetings or by post but please send a s.a.e. 
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