
BIRDS IN NORTHUMBRIA: QUICK REFERENCE TABLE OF ARTICLES INCLUDED AS BACK PAPERS [Created by Steve Holliday - updated 17.2.25] 

The aim here is to provide a quick and easy reference source for anyone researching specific topics or species. The following table includes references for 

articles published within the annual county bird report ‘Birds in Northumbria’ which commenced from 1970. Back copies of county bird reports can be 

obtained from either Trevor Blake NTBC (trevor.1958 AT live.co.uk) most years from 2002 onwards or Steve Holliday (steveholliday AT hotmail.co.uk) for 

any historical reports.   NB this table excludes regularly occurring articles such as Ringing Recoveries, WeBS reports, First and Last Dates, County Records 

Committee reports and so on. 
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Title of article Author/s 

2023 252 12-17 Grey-headed Lapwing at Low Newton – First for Northumberland Gary Woodburn 

  18-19 Brown Booby at Various Sites – First for Northumberland Mark Eaton (Chris Knox and Oli Bailey) 

  20-21 Soft-plumaged Petrel at Newbiggin – First for Northumberland Graham Sorrie 

  231-236 Morpeth Swift Project Graham Sorrie 

  237-238 The Great Auk in Northumberland Ian Kerr and Andy Mould 

2022 268 245-252 First confirmed breeding of Honey-buzzard in Northumberland since 1841 Anon, Northumbria Ringing Group 

  253-256 8th May – A North Tyneside ‘Big Day’ Jack Bucknall 

2021 300 12-13 Bufflehead at Cresswell Pond – First for Northumberland Andy McLevy 

  14-16 Pacific Swift at East Chevington – First for Northumberland  Ian Fisher 

  17-19 Northern Mockingbird at Newbiggin – First for Northumberland Ian Fisher 

  253-269 Reed and Sedge Warblers at East Chevington, 2004-2020 Ian Fisher 

  270-281 Clangers in space and time – Goldeneye in Northumberland and their travels Phil Hanmer 

  282-283 Two female Barn Owls sharing a nest box Ian Kerr 

  283-284 Birds in Northumbria 2021 – A trip down memory lane Ian Kerr 

  285-289 Birdwatching Sites XXII – Berwick and the Tweed Basin Malcolm Hutcheson 

2020 288 12-13 Giant Petrel sp. off Cullernose Point – First for Northumberland Mark Eaton & Stewart Sexton 

  14-17 Asian Desert Warbler on Holy Island – First for Northumberland Richard Drew & Mike Carr 

  18-20 Two-barred Greenish Warbler at Budle Point – First for Northumberland Ross Ahmed & Chris Knox 

  21-24 Brown Shrike on Holy Island – First for Northumberland Andy Mould 



  25-27 Buff-bellied Pipit at Amble – First for Northumberland Clive Saunders 

  265-269 Upland Breeding of Marsh Harriers at Northumberland in 2020 Mike Henry 

  270-273 Birdwatching Sites XXI – Newcastle City Centre Graeme Bowman 

  274-276 Wild Swan Census in Northumberland 2020 and Summary Overview of Previous Surveys Steve T. Holliday 

  277 An unprecedented movement of Siskins at Tynemouth Tom Tams 

2019 288 12-15 ‘American Black Tern’ at St Mary’s Wetland – First for Northumberland Alan Curry 

  16-21 Eastern Yellow Wagtail at Prestwick Carr – First for Northumberland Paul Cassells and Mike Carr 

  22-23 Pechora Pipit on Brownsman (Farne Islands) – First for Northumberland Stefan McElwee 

  259-270 Mediterranean Gulls in Northumberland Steve T Holliday, David Kinchin-Smith, Paul Morrison and Chris Redfern 

  271-274 Birdwatching Sites XXI – Castle Island Philip J. Allott 

  275-276 Baillon’s Crake at Monks House Pool – First county record since 1942 Richard Kelly 

2018 284 255-260 The history and status of the White-billed Diver in Northumberland Tariq Farooqi 

  261-267 Howick Ringing Station – The evolution of a place to appreciate and study birds Phil Hanmer 

  268-269 Rockcliffe Rovers – the May 2018 bird race Adrian Pitches 

  271 The Gambia: A NTBC Development Fund Grant Graeme Bowman 

2017 268 12-15 Pacific Diver in Druridge Bay – First for Northumberland Alan Curry 

  236-243 Hen Harriers at a Historical roost in Northumberland Mike Henry 

  244-247 The colonisation of Ring-necked Parakeets in Newcastle upon Tyne and Northumberland Phil J. Allott 

  248-249 Barn Owl – An update on an out of control hobby: the 2017 season Phil Hanmer 

  250-252 Tawny Owl and Barn Owl pellet analysis at Haughton Strother GP Mike Richardson 

2016 256 9-11 Siberian Accentor on Holy Island – First for Northumberland Peter Munro 

  12-13 Eyebrowed Thrush at Bolam Lake – First for Northumberland Ross Moore 

  228-238 Barn Owls – An out of control hobby Phil Hanmer 

  239-242 Holy Island’s Incredible Autumn Ian Kerr 

2015 240 9-11 Pallid Harrier at the Coquet Estuary: First County Record Mike Henry 

  217-223 Yellow-browed Warbler – A record year in the county Andy Mould 

  224-228 Birdwatching Sites XIX – Alnmouth - An insider’s view Tom and Muriel Cadwallender 

  229-232 Birdwatching Sites XX – Backworth Pond & Area Chris Knox 



2014 240 7-9 Black-winged Pratincole at Hauxley Nature Reserve and Holywell Pond: First county record Alan Curry 

  10 Collared Pratincole at Castle Island David Dack 

  11-13 Caspian Gull at Amble Harbour in 2013-14: Second record for Northumberland Ian Fisher 

  14-16 Red-eyed Vireo at Low Newton: Second county record Gary Woodburn 

  17-19 Eastern Bonelli’s Warbler at Newbiggin: Second county record Alan Tilmouth 

  202-204 Swallows in a natural nest site – a first for Northumberland Ian Kerr 

  205-207 Record year for breeding Barn Owls in 2014 Ian Kerr 

2013 240 200-202 Collared Flycatcher at Low Newton, first for Northumberland Gary Woodburn 

  203-205 Cattle Egret on Holy Island: second county Record Ian Kerr 

  206-208 Summary of Kittiwake breeding data on the River Tyne, North East England 2010-2013 Daniel M. Turner 

2012 240 196-199 Stilt Sandpiper at Low Newton, first for Northumberland Gary Woodburn 

  200-203 White’s Thrush on the Farne Islands: second record for Northumberland Will Scott, Andy Denton, Graeme 

Duncan and Bex Outram 

  204-208 Birdwatching Sites XVIII – West Hartford Phil Allott 

2011 240 191-193 Black Scoter at Stag Rocks: first for Northumberland Gareth Bradbury 

  194-196 Sandhill Crane at Newbiggin: first for Northumberland Eric Barnes 

  197-199 Greater Yellowlegs at Chevington Pools: first for Northumberland A. D. McLevy 

  200-204 Eastern Black Redstart on Holy Island: first for Northumberland Andy Mould 

  205-207 The Short-eared Owl Influx at Prestwick Carr in 2011 Peter Fletcher 

  208 Birdwatching Sites XVII – Cullercoats Bay Mike Nattrass 

  209 Berwick Wildlife Group: Breeding Gull Survey 2011 Malcolm Hutcheson 

2010 240 213-214 Melodious Warbler on The Farne Islands, first for Northumberland Jason Moss 

  215-217 Sykes’s Warbler at Hadston Carrs, first for Northumberland Martin Kerby 

  218-219 The Rise and Rise of the Little Egret Ian Kerr 

  220-224 Birding Sites XVI – Whittle Dene Reservoirs Mike Richardson 

2009 235 201-202 Brown-headed Cowbird at Belford, first record for Northumberland Graham Bell 

  203-204 The first breeding Ospreys in Northumberland Martin Davison 

  205-206 Marsh Harrier breeding in Northumberland, the first record since ca.1880 Ian Fisher 



  207-208 Mediterranean Gulls breeding on Coquet Island, a first breeding record for Northumberland Paul Morrison and Mike Richardson 

  209-214 Cramlington Warblers in 2009 Steve Holliday, Lindsay McDougall and Dee McKeown 

  215-219 Birding Sites XV – Prestwick Carr Peter Fletcher 

2008 279 262-265 Hooded Merganser at Woodhorn Flashes – new to Northumberland Stef McElwee and Jimmy Steele 

  265-266 Great Snipe on Holy Island Graeme Bowman 

  267-269 NTBC 50th Anniversary Conference John Day 

2007 293 255-257 Birding in the 1950s and the formation of the Northumberland & Tyneside Bird Club David H. Howey 

  258-272 The first fifty years: a short history of the Northumberland & Tyneside Bird Club John C. Day 

  273-275 Caspian Gull – the first record for Northumberland Paul R. Massey 

  275-276 Caspian Tern at Big Waters – the second record for Northumberland John C. Day & Alan J. Johnston 

  276-277 White-throated Sparrow: first record for the Farne Islands and Northumberland Richard Mason and David Steel 

  277-281 The Red Kite – back as a breeding bird Northumberland after more than half a century Ken Sanderson and Keith Bowey 

  281-283 The incredible journeys of the Bar-tailed Godwit Ian Kerr 

2006 277 241-243 Herring Gull juveniles, Tyne estuary, July to September during 2000-2006 Daniel M. Turner 

  244-248 2006 – year of the Bonxie: at the Long Nanny NNR Michelle Wood 

  249-250 Eleonora’s Falcon at Ridlees Cairn (MOD Training Area) – a new bird for Northumberland Bryan Galloway 

  251-254 Roller on Holy Island, first county record since 1958 Andy Mould 

  254-255 Black-throated Thrush at Riding Mill: the second record for Northumberland Ian Fisher 

  255-257 Geoffrey Watson and his ‘Sparrow dust’ marksmen of Holy Island Ian Kerr 

  257-268 The Red Kite – a review of its status in Northumberland Keith Bowey 

2005 258 213-214 Franklin’s Gull: Woodhorn Flashes, 2nd-3rd April 2005, a first record for Northumberland Jimmy Steele 

  215-216 Chimney Swift: new to Northumberland Michael Frankis 

  216-217 Nightjar Survey 2004 Tom and Muriel Cadwallender 

  218-224 The Breeding Bird Survey, Report No. 4; 2003-2005 Tom and Muriel Cadwallender 

  225-228 Movements and foraging habits of Gulls in Northumberland Andy Baxter 

  229-234 Rare birds in Northumberland Andy Mould 

  235-236 A saga of a disappearing Masked Shrike Michael Bayldon 

  237-248 Historical bird notes from Seaton Sluice-Tynemouth Peter Tapsell 



2004 265 219-223 Iberian Chiffchaff – the first record for Northumberland Jimmy Steele 

  223-225 The Honey Buzzard Review County Records Committee 

  225-229 Who gives a Duck Jon Coleman and Andy Rickeard 

  229-240 Non-breeding Coot numbers in Northumberland 1970-2005 Steve Holliday 

  241-249 Additions to the County list – past and future Graeme Bowman 

  249-251 The birds of Blyth: a community survey Susan Gebbels 

  251-253 Birding Sites XIV – Wallsend Swallow Pond Simon Parnaby 

2003 245 200-202 The Icelandic-breeding Goose census in Northumberland - 2003 Roger Norman 

  203-204 Breeding Woodcock Survey 2003 Tom and Muriel Cadwallender 

  204-211 BTO/JNCC Winter farmland bird survey (WFBS) 1999-2003 Tom and Muriel Cadwallender 

  211-215 Problems with recording Yellow-legged Gulls in Northumberland County Records Committee 

  215-218 An unusual Pipit at St Mary’s County Records Committee 

  218-221 Habit[at] preference and population distribution of Warblers in Cramlington in 2003 Lindsay McDougall, Steve Holliday and 

Dee McKeown 

  221-227 ‘In off the sea’: visible migration at Budle Point Chris Knox 

  227-228 Studies on the Eastern Olivaceous Warbler in Northwestern Bulgaria Anton Antonov 

  229-231 Birding Sites XII: Druridge Pools Stewart Sexton 

  231-234 Birding Sites XIII: Big Waters Graeme Bowman 

2002 268 204-206 Greenland White-fronted Geese wintering at Grindon Lough Michael Frankis 

  207-208 Northumberland’s first Greenland White-fronted Geese Michael Frankis 

  208-213 Ringing at island seabird colonies in the North-east – ringing projects and recoveries in 2002 Chris Redfern 

  214-216 Reed Warblers at Gosforth Park – trends and recoveries 1998-2002 Chris Redfern and Ian Davidson 

  217-221 The Breeding Bird Survey, Report No. 3; 2000-2002 Tom and Muriel Cadwallender 

  222-226 Breeding waders of wet meadows in Northumberland 2002 Tom and Muriel Cadwallender 

  226-233 The 2002 Mute Swan census in Northumberland  Jon Coleman, Andy Rickeard and Paul Rickeard 

  234-237 Roseate Tern numbers at St Mary’s Island in 2002 Nick Dales 

  237-240 The origin of an unusual number of Great Spotted Woodpeckers that occurred in coastal 

areas of Northumberland during the autumn of 2002 

Bryan Galloway 



  240-249 Great Black-backed Gulls in the mouths of the Rivers Tyne and Blyth 2001-2002 Daniel M. Turner 

  250-251 Two unusual nests [Re Jackdaw & Black-headed Gull] Lindsay McDougall 

  251-253 Wilson’s Petrel, an addition to the county list Martin S. Kitching 

  253-254 ‘Big day’ county bird racing in Northumberland Maurice Hepple 

  254-258 Birding Sites XI – Budle Bay Chris Knox 

2001 200 148-149 Post breeding Ringed Plovers in Northumberland Steve Holliday and Les Robson 

  149-153 The Tyne estuary: changes in wintering birds, 1995-2002 Roger Norman 

  153-159 The decline of Coots at Big Waters Graeme Bowman 

  159-169 Herring Gulls in the mouth of the River Tyne 1999-2001 Daniel M. Turner 

  169-172 Return of the Honey Buzzard Nick Rossiter 

  172-175 Red Squirrel, Large Pine Weevil and Natterer’s Bat in Long-eared Owl Diets Steve Holliday and Martin Davison 

  176-177 Little Auks - 2001 in perspective Ian Fisher 

  177-183 Slender-billed Curlew, an addition to the county list Tim Cleeves 

  183-184 Spotted Sandpiper, an addition to the county list Terry Mitcham 

  184-186 Pallid Swift, an addition to the county list Mike Carr 

  186-189 Birding Sites IX – Seaton Sluice Maurice Hepple 

  189-190 Birding Sites X – The South Tyne: Haltwhistle-Eals Nick Rossiter 

2000 183 145 International Whooper and Bewick’s Swan Census Roger Norman 

  146-147 Naturalised Goose Survey 2000 Roger Norman 

  147-148 Surveys 2000 Tom and Muriel Cadwallender 

  149-152 Seasonal variation in numbers of immature Great Black-backed Gulls in the mouths of the 

Rivers Tyne and Blyth during 1999 and 2000 

Daniel M. Turner 

  153-155 Seasonal variations in Great Black-backed Gull numbers Nicholas Rossiter 

  156-157 A problematic Gull: Yellow-legged Baltic Herring or Caspian Nicholas Rossiter 

  157-160 A review of the status of Roseate Tern in Northumberland Tom Cadwallender 

  161-168 Breeding success of Pied Flycatchers in south west Northumberland Mike J. Carr 

  169-170 Isabelline Shrike – an addition to the county list Nick Dales 

  170-172 Birding Sites VII – Caistron Nature Reserve Michael Richardson 



  172-174 Birding Sites VIII – Hauxley Ian Fisher 

1999 176 142-148 The Breeding Bird Survey, Report No. 2 Tom and Muriel Cadwallender 

  149-154 Breeding Corn Bunting Survey 1999 Tom and Muriel Cadwallender 

  155-158 Long-eared Owl diets in south east Northumberland Steve Holliday 

  159-160 Calandra Lark, a new species for the county Stephen Duffield 

  161-162 Lesser Scaup, an addition to the county list Mike Sharp 

  163-164 Black-faced Bunting, the first for Northumberland and second for Britain Jimmy Steele 

  165-166 ‘Black Brant’ an addition to the county list Matthew Denny 

  167 Bearded Tit, a new breeding species for Northumberland Ian Fisher 

  167-170 Birding Sites V – Jesmond Dene Michael Frankis 

  170-171 Birding Sites VI – Tynemouth  Colin Bradshaw 

1998 153 126-129 Breeding Lapwing Survey 1998 Tom and Muriel Cadwallender 

  129-132 BTO survey of breeding Skylarks 1997 and wintering Skylarks 1997/98 Tom and Muriel Cadwallender 

  133 Baird’s Sandpiper, Northumberland’s long awaited second record Derek West 

  134-135 Black Stork, the second Northumberland record Tim Cleeves 

  135-137 Bonaparte’s Gull, the second record for the county Dan Turner 

  137-139 ‘Eastern type’ Lesser Whitethroat Mike Carr 

  140-141 Birding Sites III – Marden Quarry Alan Curry 

  142-144 Birding Sites IV – Newton by the Sea Robin Harvey 

  145-148 Seasonal variations inland in Black-headed Gull numbers Nicholas Rossiter 

1997 141 121-125 The historical status of the Honey Buzzard in Northumberland Nicholas Rossiter 

  126-129 The Sawbill survey 1997 Tom and Muriel Cadwallender 

  130-132 Birding Sites I – Newbiggin  J. G. Steele 

  132-134 Birding Sites II – Arcot Pond, diversity on the urban fringe Lindsay McDougall 

  134-135 Desert Wheatear, an addition to the county list Steven Bloomfield 

1996 140 116-119 The breeding bird survey Tom and Muriel Cadwallender 

  120-126 Rooks in Northumberland 1996 Tom and Muriel Cadwallender 

  126-127 Soft-plumaged Petrel, an addition to the county list Andy J. Booth 



  128-129 Yellow-billed Cuckoo, an addition to the county list Andy McLevy 

  130-131 Eastern Bonelli’s Warbler, an addition to the county list Alan Jack 

  131-132 River Warbler, an addition to the county list Raymond Craig and Roger Forster 

  133-136 Seasonal variations in Lesser Black-backed Gull numbers Nicholas Rossiter 

1995 128 111-114 Rough-legged Buzzards in 1994-95 Mike Henry 

  114-117 The effect of wind turbines on bird populations in Blyth harbour Brian Little 

  117-118 Red-necked Stint, an addition to the county list Graeme Bowman 

  118-119 Red-flanked Bluetail on Holy Island Tariq Farooqi 

  119-124 The status of the Hawfinch in Northumberland Michael Frankis 

  124-127 Seasonal variations in Common Gull numbers Nicholas Rossiter 

1994 103 96-97 White-tailed Eagle at Rayburn Lake Andrew McLevy 

  98-99 Letters from our ornithological past [Abel Chapman and George Bolam] Ian Kerr 

  100-102 Food caching by juvenile Merlin Ian Kerr and Bryan Galloway 

  102-103 Tengmalm’s Owl in Kielder Forest Rob Williams 

1993 112 95-100 Recoveries and controls from Siskins caught in Northumbria David Jardine, Peter Cosgrove, Michael Holmes and Sandy 

Bankier 

  100-102 Green Sandpipers in Northumberland Sandy Bankier 

  102-103 Records of a Russian-type Herring Gull from 1991-1993 Nick Rossiter, Andy Booth, Mike Carr, Sandy Bankier, Ian  Fisher 

and Steve Votier 

  104-109 North-east England regional water bird survey – the January blitz Anne Westerberg 

1992 104 96-98 The Nightjar breeding survey 1992 Tom Cadwallender and Colin Jewitt 

  99-101 Breeding survey of Shelduck in Northumbria 1992 Mike S. Hodgson 

  101-102 Pied-billed Grebe at Druridge Pools [new species for the county] Ian Fisher 

  102-103 Semipalmated Sandpiper on the Farne Islands [new species for the county] Peter Bush 

  103-104 Swinhoe’s Storm-Petrels at Tynemouth [new species for the county] Mark Cubitt 

1991 96 92-93 The 1991 Peregrine breeding survey Ian Kerr 

  94-95 Pacific Golden Plover at Druridge Pools [new species for the county] James Steele 

  95-96 Male Pine Bunting at Bamburgh [new species for the county] Michael S. Hodgson 



  96 Ruddy Duck – first breeding records for the county Lindsay McDougall 

1990 108 96-98 Great Reed Warblers at Caistron and Big Waters [new species for the county] John Steele and Alan Johnston 

  98-99 Booted Warbler on the Farne Islands [new species for the county] Gordon Allison 

  100-102 The Mute Swan breeding survey 1990 Jon Coleman 

  103-106 1990 – the year of the Crossbill David Jardine 

1989 88 83 Unusual nest of the Dipper E.J. Steele 

  84-86 Quail in Northumbria 1989 M.S. Hodgson 

1988 96 88 Fieldfares breeding in Northumberland B.N. Rossiter 

  89-90 Bridled Tern – a new species in the county N.A. Gartshore 

  91-94 The Merlin in winter in Northumberland Ian Kerr 

  95-96 Red-eyed Vireo – a new species in the county D. Short 

1987 98 89-91 Survey of breeding Lapwings and other waders, 1987 B.N. Rossiter 

  92-93 Olive-backed Pipit, a new species in the county M.P. Frankis 

  94-97 The Fulmar in Northumbria M.I. Thomas 

  98 Trumpeter Finch, a new species in the county R.K. Stephenson 

1986 101 85-89 Breeding survey of Little Grebes in Northumbria 1986 A.J. Johnston 

  90 Little Shearwater – a new species in the county K.D. Shaw 

  91-93 Dispersal of small raptors from Northumberland nest sites B. Galloway 

  94-95 Aggression to intruders at a Peregrine site T.M. Melling 

  96 Pallas’s Grasshopper Warbler, a new species in the county B. Galloway 

  97-101 The Green Woodpecker survey in Northumbria 1986 Nick Rossiter 

1985 89 83-85 The Wood Warbler in Northumbria J.M. Macfarlane 

  85-88 Autumn influx of Pomarine Skuas Ian Kerr 

  88-89 Lesser Crested Tern at the Farne Islands M.S. Hodgson 

1984 89 83-85 The Mute Swan breeding survey J.M. Macfarlane and B.N. Rossiter 

  86 Lanceolated Warbler – a new species for the county M. Carruthers 

1983 82 - None - 

1982 73 - None - 



1981 100 90-93 Nightjar survey 1981 L.G. Macfarlane 

  94-97 Some notes on a possible Brown Shrike (Lanius cristatus) at Tynemouth in October, 1981 K.G. Dures 

1980 101 - None - 

1979 117 106-114 Notes on the breeding biology of Little Terns in Northumberland C.J Edwards and D.L. Woodfall 

1978 116 92-109 Breeding biology of the Sparrowhawk in Kielder Forest 1975-1978 [Also published separately 

as Tyneside Bird Club Occasional report No. 2] 

S.J. Petty 

  110-113 A survey of breeding and non-breeding Mute Swans in Northumberland and part of Tyne 

and Wear, 1978  

L.G. Macfarlane 

1977 118 102-115 A breeding survey of Oystercatchers in Northumberland and part of Tyne and Wear during 

1977 [Also published separately as Tyneside Bird Club Occasional report No. 1] 

L.G. Macfarlane 

1976 108 - None - 

1975 97 - None - 

1974 91 - None - 

1973 104 - None - 

1972 77 - None - 

1971 75 - None - 

1970 72 - None - 

 


